
Forest Parks Countdown 
Australian Conservation Foundation - Conservation Council of the South East Region and Canberra - 
Friends of the Earth, Sydney - National Parks Association of NSW - Nature Conservation Council of 

NSW - North East Forest Alliance - South East Forest Alliance - South East Forest Conservation 

Council - Total Environment Centre - Wilderness Society 

Media Alert Media Alert Media Alert 

For the Events Diary: 

•Town Hall Meeting Calls 
Cart to Account on Forests 

When: 7pm, Thursdaune 1006 

Where: Sydney Town Hall 

What: The NSW Government's forest reform program is at a crucial turning point. 

The Government will shortly decide which areas are off limits to logging as a 

first step in establishing a "world-class forest reserve system". Will they get it 

right and ensure that areas likely to be needed for the world class reserve 

system are protected from logging, at least on an interim basis? Alternatively, 

will the government sell out to the loggers - and forego all prospect of 

adequate forest reserves? 

Why: Bob Carr that the people of NSW want him to deliver on his much repeated 
election promise to save the forests. 

For more information: 
Virginia Milson, Australian Conservation Foundatior 	247 4285 
Jason Shauness, National Parks Association 	 2334660 
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79% (196 of the compartments) have been logged at least 
once before and are regrowth forests: 

28% of the compartments have been logged twice and are 
also regrowth forests; 

Over 65 of the compartments are not scheduled for 
harvesting in 1995." 

Mr. Dorber went on to say, "When the reporter spoke to me late last 
night, he made no mention of his allegations of a separate, allegedly 
illegal togging operation in the Nulla/Five Day State Forests, west of 
Kempsey. Again it appears the truth has got in the way of a good 
story. The facts about this operation are; 	

TI.&Q%t k 

3Qt q 
 

Logging commenced (and finished) well before Christmas 	..g.t5 jt.;
S 
 

- - 
	 ACLLrat1 - 

State Forests in fact discovered that the Section 120 Licence 
had not been issued, and State Forests immediately stopped 
the operation and reported the oversight. (No prosecution in 
fact has been launched and even if it were, it would a be a 
matter for the National Parks and Wildlife Service, not the 
EPA). 

The Compartments have been subjected to an Environmental 
Impact Statement and a Faunal Impact Statement and are 
surrounded by similar compartments all of which are properly 
approved." 

Mr. Dorber went on, "Following discussions with Dr Drielsma of State 
Forests I am satisfied that this was an administrative error. Given that 
operations cover over 4000 compartments annually it is diffiàult to get 
too worked up about it. What is does demonstrate is that our claims 
about the lack of co-ordinated regulation, the plethora of government 
agencies and the generally chaotic state of forest management in 
NSW, brought about by the antics of independents in a hung 
Parliament, is doing no one any good. Add to that the huge emotional 
beat up of the Wilderness Society and you have a recipe for conflict." 

CONTACT: COL DORBER 02 360 4022. 7.2.95. 
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A. media release 
FEDERAL MINISTERS ACCUSED OF HYPOCRISY 

BY LOGGERS REPRESENTATIVE 

• Col Dorber, executive director NSW FPA and Secretary, 
W Logging Association criticised Federal Ministers 
.iikner and Collins for their unjuslifled remarks today 
icernlng violence In the forests. Mr. Dorber denied that 
has advocated violence In the forests. Any analysis of 
long standing industry position ahows that violence Is 
condoned. Mr. Dorber said the pDint he consistently 

aght to make Is that Industry workers have been 
)Jected to vlctimisatlon and harassment for ten yoars 
v and people were simply reaching breaking poiM. 

IA . Dorber said," For two Federal Ministers, who are part of a government 
th t has brought this sorry state of affairs aboLt, to now piously distance 
th mselves from the outcome of government incompetence on forest policy 
m king, is breathtaking. If the Federal Government had exorcised Its 
Ju gement in accordance with the National Forest Policy Statement and, if 
M . Faulkner had not paid thousands of tax payers dollars to green groups 
to rite biased and unscientific reports, we would probably have never 
he e gone to Canberra and Certainly tempers would not have reached 
cr1 Is point," 

Dorber concluded saying, "Shooting the mEssenger will not take away 
i the fact that thousands of ordinary Australans working in the forest 
'stry have had enough. I totally support the logging contractors who 
c to exercise their right to work In accordance with the law, on a daily 
a. I invite the media or anyone else interestsd to come into the forests 
observe for themselves the working condItiins that these people face 
y day, as they are subjected to blockades, ithuse and Insult from 
sslonai anti logging protesters." Ends!,... 14.2.95 

FURTHER INFORMATION RING COL DCRBER 023604022. 

6. 	NSW Fonat Pnducts 	13-29 Nid'iois Street 	O Box 903 	Phone (02) 360 4022 F P  An.ciuticn Ltd 	 Surry Hills 	 l)ortlnghurst 	Fax (02) 361 0374 
44.N.0018664oa 	N5w2010 	 '45W2010 



BREWARRINA BULLETIN. Fax 068 392153 	 P.02 

A CIA . 	
U 

media release 
Forest Industry Welcomes Moves By Government 

To Curb Illegal Presence At Logging Sites 

The move by the NSW Government to restrict the presence of illegal protesters at 
logging sites within NSW is a welcome development in attempting to ensure that 
workers in the forest industry are able to carry out their lawful work without fear of 
personal intimidation and harassment or haiing specialised harvesting equipment 
sabotaged, according to Michael Taylor, Assistant director of the NSW Forest Products 
Association. 

Mr Taylor said, "Increasing the fines for wantonly breaking the law by trespassing into areas of 
forest closed during logging operations may not altogether prevent the illegal activities of anti-
togging protesters but will certainly act as a deterrent, particularly to those people who seem to 
adopt protesting as a fill time career." 

He went on to say, "Fines of this nature, although not large, will not only enableforest workers 
to carry out their jobs following approval from a range of government agencies, but will also 
help deter the extreme green movement from attempting to "immobilise" logging equipment as 
they have recently;threatened to do." 

"What may also required is the deputation (under the Forestry Act) of selected and 
appropriately trained industry personnel who would be given the authority to detain protesters 
illegally entering into an exclusion zone until police were able to be present. Naturally, such 
people would need to act in a lawftul and responsible manner." 

He concluded by saying, "With an expected increase in anti logging protests following threats 
from the green movement, what may also help to reduce levels of conflict would be the 
establishment of a specialised "fly-in" conflict management team. Such a team should be 
trained in professional conflict resolution and mediation. This would then take some of the 
pressure otfforest workers and allow them to carry out their lawfUlly approved job of 
harvesting timber." 

"With close to $imillion worth of sabotage to logging equipment in NSW during 1994 alone, 
something must be done to help reduce the level of protests and conflict at logging sites." 

Ends .. . 16. 1. 95 

For more information contact Michael Taylor 023604022 or 016 631741 

NSW Forest Products 	13-29 Nichols Street 	P0 Box 903 	Phone (02) 360 4022 F PA  Association Ltd 	Surry Hills 	 Dariinghurst 	Fax (02) 361 0374 

A.C.Pt001866468 -. NSW2010 ______ . 	NSW2010 	.. 	•' 
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Another urgent fax on HCV $ 

Dear Mike Lynch TCT /Beht Schulz WACCI Nicky Hungerford QCC/Sid 
Walker NCC, 

(SA and NT and ACT cons councils please ignore this I'm using. 
group. dial fax) 	 . 

Another quick fax on the HCV $ .. I was not clear on with and how to 
send your budget details to. 	Please send them asap to Linda Parlane at 
EV (fax°36505684). 	We will also, need a disk in the mail from you (samll 
.3 inch disk, on Word 4 Mac if it all possible) We will then Out 
• them together polish it into a single smooth document and deliver it to 
Canberra. 	Linda or an LV forests team person will be ringing you on 
Tuesday to remind - you and answer any questions. If you need to 
please pass this 	process on to other people in your state . that 
are . involved 	in this process (eg Dailon Pugh, Mark Blecher, 
Sean Cadman) . 	. 	 . 

Thank-you 

Talk to Y' 1  when I'm back from holidays 

Cheers 

Barry. Traill 



SEFA POSITION ON CURRENT TIMBER SUPPLY PROBLEMS 
IN THE EDEN. MANAGEMENT AREA 

• SEFA notes the timber industry's need.for 
action to alleviate tiniber supply problems 
but will not enter into discussions if future 
protection of the environment will be 
prejudiced, in the short and long term. Sig-
nificant environmental damage has already 
been caused by the woodchip/sawlog in-
dustry. 

• SEFA does not relinquish its campaign to 
obtain, as soon aspossible, comprehensive, 
representative and adequate conservation 
reserves which must be additional to the 
Inter-Covernmental South East Agreement. 
SEFA has previously attempted to put in 
place an environment protection/assessment 
and job security package with the. South 
East Forest Protection Bill (which contained 
significant compromises). 

• There must only be a very short period 
during which logging occurs without EIS 
(up to the 30/11194). Such logging must not 
occur in high conservation value forests, 
identified by SEFA. 

Evasion of EIS is dliectly d'ue to the i.ncoñ-ipetence 
of Slate Forests and should not be rewarded by 
suspending environmental laws. The lack of an 
EIS means there is a lackof public accountability. 
Licences issued by the NPWS (endangered fauna) 
and EPA (pollution) during this period are issued 
'in-house' without public comnient. 

• In order to ameliorate the,lack of public ac-
countability during the (short) non-ElS 
period (up to 30/11194) a local committee 
comprised of representatives of the NPWS, 
EPA, Soil Conservation, industry and en-
vironment movement should oversee 
logging plans, in terms of schedules and 
prescriptions. 

The Committee should be regarded as an interim 
arrangement only and should not retard the 
production of an adequate EIS by 30 November 
1994. It is noted that evasion of ELS laws is wrong 
in principle and any alternative arrangements are 
a political compromise. 

• The EIS produced during the 'non-EIS' 
period, should . only apply, to non-conten-
tious areas as agreed by SEFA. 

It is understood that work on a three year EIS 
(covering logging in non-contentious areas be-
tweên 1994-1997) was already in train, alter 
discussions between the NPWS and State Forests. 
These should be finalised and the EIS exhibited in 
1994. 

• There must be a moratorium on logging in 
high conservation value areas [identified by 

SEFA], during the period 1994-1997. Such 
areas include national estate forests; unfrag-
men ted* old growth; endangered species 
habitats; wilderness; and aboriginal sites. 
* may  include minor roading 

This allows a breathing space to complete in-
depth research such as regional assessments. The 
NPWS have indicated such research must cover 
the four seasons in the case of fauna and some 18 
months would be required to examine old 
growth. Such research is vital to ensure a legal 
and adequate document and avoiding a tokenistic 
EIS. It would be totally unacceptable if this does 
not occur 

• There should be an urgentindependent in-
quiry into the competence of State Forests to 
produce adequate EIS according to set 
timetables. 

Their failu!e to produce an adequate EIS on time 
is severely disrupting the timber industry and en-
vironment protection laws. Several millions of 
dollars of taxpayer's money is being wasted It is 
clear that State Forests has not appropriately 
liaised with regulatory authorities; believed until 
recently that mediocre ElSs would be acceptable; 
and adopted shoddy planning processes. 

• Parliament should pass legislation that 
obliges compliance by State Forests with the 
legislated timetable for production of EIS; 
or if compliance is not possible instructs 
another authority to complete EIS. Legisla-
tion passed to give short term relief to the 
industry should not be extended. 

II .an EIS does not appear at the time required 
.then logging continues for some time without EIS 
coverage and public scrutiny. This has occurred 
under the TIIP Act in the north of the Slate and is 
unacceptable. 

• There needs to be a public assessment of 
sawlog quotas in the 1994-1997 US in view 
of the ecological unsustainability of the log-
ging industry. 

The Duncans sawmill is uneconomic and is on 
the market. An alternative proposal for a Timber 
town at the site would create more employment 
than at present. The removal of their sawlo 
quota and review of the woodchip quota woul 
improve the ecological sustainability of the 
region's timber industry. Restructuring funds 
made available under the South East Forest 
Agreement could assist. 

• SEFA is willing to 'engage' the Govern-
ment, CALM, ALP, Ind and AD to obtain 
more information on the current proposals 
to assess if the above points are satisfied. 



ATTENTIQN SEFA, ELO AND NCC EXECUTIVE 
*- CONFIDENTIAL ?r 

This is version 3 (final draft) of the SEFA position re the TIJP Act 

There are two key concerns driving it: 

We can obtain a larger moratorium over old growth forest for a 
longer period under the TIJP Act scenario than with the South East 
Bill: My information is that the SEFPB would not pass in its exist-
ing or an amended form. 

In the absence of a larger. moratorium unfragmented olçl growth in 
Murrabrine and north Yambulla will be logged this year (even with 
a South East Bill) 

There is the complication that the Government wishes to extend 
the expiiy date of the 'HIP Act to end of 1995. This has implications 
for the north east where EIS timetables.are also not being met, thus 
extending the period of logging without lETS. 

The ALP will support an extension purely for political reason as the 
current expiry date (end 1994) is just three months from the State 
Election, However, an alternative accountability process must 
oprate while there is logging without EIS. SEFA is proposjng a 
committee Of regulators and us to oversee State Forests logging plans 
during this period: 

So in a strategic sense we must condemn the situàtion.but in the real 
political world the TIIP alternative .is inevitable. Richard Jones has 
reintroduced the South East Forest Protection Bill which he 
described 'as a sword of damocles which will be activated if the 
Government does not protect sensitive areas'. [Note; The SEFPB did 
noWeate any parks just a process leading to them. A parks decision 
would still have to be made at the political level]. 

However, the Bill does not solve the wider expiry date problem of 
the TIIP Act and thus the TIIP Act will stay on the agenda. 

The only: thing to be careful about is that we should not push the 
ALP into the arms of the timber unions and bosses by our rhetoric 
and letters, because we then make it too hard for them to negotiate 
on the TIIP Act for us. 

It is for this reason that I am expressing myself in the media in terms 
of results (and outrage)• rather than any particular legislative instru-
ment 

Jeff Ange 
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RICHARD JONES *  IVILC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative Council 
Parliament HouseSYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 236 2858 Fax (02) 230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

10 March 1994 

The Honouráble Richard Jones asked the following question in Parliament today:- 

Did' the Federal Ministet for the Environment write to the NSW Minister for the 
Environment on 22 December 1992 offering funds for assessment of old growth forests and 
wilderness? 	. 

Did Chris Hartcher write back on 18 May 1991 saying he was unable to provide advice 
on priority, for assessment in NSW?  

. Did the Pi-ime Minister then write to the NSWPreniiei' on24 August 1993 saying that the 
Commonwealth considered the survey of old growth forests and wilderness a matter of high 
priority and that substantial funding was available to do this? 

4, 	Djd(he Federal Minister for the Environnicnt also write to Minister for Land and Water 
Conservation on, 31 May 1993 asking him to give support for the undertaking of old growth 
studios as a matter of high priority? 

.5. 	Did the Minister als6 write to the NSW Mihister for the Environment on 9 Septembr 1993 
stating that the Commonwealth would welcome substantive assessment proposals from NSW? 

Why is it after all of these, requests since December 1992 that the Cammonwesith still has 
not received any proposals or old growth forest and wilderness surveys fróni your Government? 

Is it a fact that if your Government had taken up the offer of substantial funding for old 
growth forest assessment, then there would have been absolutely no need to extend the Timber 
Industry Interim Protection Act? 

Can you explain your Goveriiments failure to take up the offer of funding? 

For further infonnation please contact Richani Jones.on.(O2) 130 2858. 
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GOVERNMENT ACTS TO SAVE JOBS IN THE SOUTH EAST 

-' 
S.W. Lnà,and wter.Pons1h01 Minister. George SourIs, has announced the 

Govetnn)enit will extend the, Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act, in order to 
a temporarY $awlO9 supply shortfall n the State's southeaSt resulting in' 

mill closures or job losses 

Mi Souris said the Act would be extended to cover the embattled South East 
- foestS giving job security to timber workers white still protectinQ environmental 

OflC 

in obtaining 	
Uce.flces and delays In com

W35 facing a 30 percent 
DifficulLIUS 	

pleting tPe Eden IS had 
raufla 

created the situation wflee IndustrY in the south-east  

9PP s!1P,l,! th!.. 	
tye quarters f this year," Mr Souris said. 

Y  CA 

shortfall 'of that magnitUde would seriously (hi eaten the viability of at least one of 
the four sawmills In the south-east and this is certainly not what we envisaged 
when we' gned the CommOflWealtht3te Agreement on the South East. 

te TilP.A'1! 
assure contintY of supply 'while stilt providing for a 

m9rat0rIu on logg'ng in areas of notable 	
value 

"Basically, flie TUP Act amendment will allow loggiflQ operations to continue in lets 
sensiLLVMreaS white the mole sensitive areas will be placed under a moratorium 

pendihg tM coPletR91 Eden EIS. 

:' chose operations will still be required to confor 
in with relevant regulatorY controls 

1f ;t 	
md (hi arne dmerlt wilt stipulate a completion date for the Eden EIS, which will 

then be dØermifled by the bepa(tmeflt of PlanLn9. 

• 	
,  know tat the 25 woke!S at the Boral sawmill In Eden have been worried about 

possibIlitY of lay ofis In recent weeks, but, they can rest assured that the
1.

£ 	

LIberal/Nati0t Party Government will not sit back and allow a sawmill to closes' 

"The move represents a sensible and balanced solution to a difficult problem,"Mr 

	

Sourl Sold 	: 

£ ', , The MirJSter said (hat this action demonstrated the commItment given by premier 

F?hey lh( recent months 
to 'provide genuine resource security for the timber 

indt7 1  
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1. INTRODUCTION. 

During 1990, The Wilderness Society (TWS) and The South East 
Forest Alliance (SEFA) began to contemplate cohducting surveys 
to estabi ish whether the Forestry Commission of New South 
Wales (FCNSW) had been adhering to its prescriptions. 

These prescriptions are designed to ensure that the essential 
components of a forested ecosystem remain basically intact.' 

The "Forestwatch" .study was instigated to test the .comnionl y 
held perception that if the FCNSW was self-regulating, then a 
blindness to any breaches would be prevalent on the ground. 

The FCNSW is currently targeting forests registered as 
National Estate with the Australian Heritage'Commission (AHC). 

The Register is a list of places in Australia with a 
demonstrated set o.f signi licant values. For, those forested 
places on the register, these values include 

üVaricty or exceptional quality as an ecosystem, landform or 
feature; 	 - 	 - 
ffDemonstration of botanical, geological or geornorphologial 
evolution 	 - 	 - 
§Representativeness or diversity as an ecosystem, lahdforrn or 
feature 	. 	 . 
fHabitat of an endangered species; 
§Aesthetic qual ities as a natural or modified landscape; 
#Scientific value for research or reference purposes. 

A discuss ion of the current management of the National Estate 
values of the forests in the •study area is detailed in sect ion 
•1 	'1 

The Study is based on the Victorini Fbrestwatch series 
(P Lti;ck 	963, 1929 & 191) with amenduents relating to th 
forest-s of south eastern Now Sout}i1ales.:The Victorian" Code 
of lurcH: 'racLices"(CFP) is very similar to the iCNSW S  

prescriptions and-therefore this study follows Mr Pittock's 
work. It is the first time an independent check has been 
conducted on the FCNSW's prestriptions. 

2 



"FORESIWATCH N.SW. 1992" was instigated as a campaign tool to 
have the Harris-Daishowa (Australia) Pty Ltd (HDA) export 
woodchip licence, either revoked or substantial1'altered. Many 
cors ervation groups (TWS, SEFA , The Austral ian Conservatior; 
Foundation (AN') and the Nature Conservation Council (NCC) 
and individuals bel jeve that the presence of the HDA operation 
at Eden is directly responsible for many of the ecologically -  
rel ated probl ems in the forests of. the South. East. 

HDA commenced, their Austral ian operations in 1967, with the 
first shipload.of woodchips leaving the facility at Eden'in 
1970, bound for D'aish'owa Seishi , the parent company, in Japan 
Since then there has been a great deal of opposi ti on to the 
operation frorn'the local community: 

The confi ict became more widespread in the latter part of the 
1980's when it became obvious that the FCNSW intended to begin 
harvesting Cool angubra , Null i ca, Bondi , Tantawangal o , Cathcart 
and Nal baugh State forests which are on the National Estate 
register as either 'interim listings or fully registered. 

3 



2.. BACKGROUND 
In October 1990 Mr Gerard Keenan approached SEA with the 

survey concept ;  and requested support in the way of 1 united 

funding for petrol 	some equipment and transport costs, - 

A SEFA conFerence in Canberra in October .1990 decided to back 
the study. A number of weekswere then spent designing the 
survey methodology. Or P. Fairweather was corrsulted as to the 
validity of the methods, and these methods were revised 
accordingly; 

Fieldwork commenced in October 1991, Subsequent iield trips 
continued until April 1992. (see Appendix 6) 

During January 1992,'a number of people connected with the 
Australian Capital Territory branch of the Wilderness Society 
became involved, and a further amount of funding was made 
available by P45 to purchase equipment. This was to allow the 
Canberra P43 participants. to undertake fieldtrips From 
Canberra. on weekends. 

A complete list of field t'rips, shwing.locations,• dates and 
survey staff is provided in Volume 2 as Appendix 6 

2.1 STUDY LOCATION 

The study was based in the forests of the South Eastern region 
of New South Wales. These forests are part of the Great 
Dividing Range coastal escarpment. They lie between the towns 
of Bega, Eden, Niminitabel and Bombala. Each of the areas is on 
the AHC's register of the National Estate, with the exception 

of Yurainniie Slate Forest. 

Vur I ou 	stud ic 	(a. g . NPWS 1987 	Kieth and Sa..nders 1990) 
have idicflJ 	hai: may 

 
of - he landtorins in 	Iiu region are 

er'iou!y t;ider-represcnLed 	n.ne. current r:.'rve system, 

wi Lh 'ily 	J' ol i.h 	acarpdnt forests conserved as National 
Paik or Flora Reserve. 

The geoniorphology of edch forest study site is detailed below: 

4 



1. Tantawangalo 
(1 compartment surveyed) 

The area is between 500 and 900- metres above sea level (ASL) 

The climate is chtracterisedby- long, cold winLers with many 
frosts and occasional snowfalls and short, mild summers, 

The area receives approximately 1 000mm rainfall per year. 

The soil structure is one of sandy to clayey -loams overlayin.g 
a basis of Devonian b-iotite granodiorite. 

Vegetation is characterised by both wet and dry scl"erophyll 
foret types, with an understory of dense shrubby acacia 
species, BédiOrdia arborescens, Olearia, Pomaderris, and grass 
spec i e S 

2. Cathcart 
(2 copes surveyed) 

The area is between 320 and 900m ASL. The surveyed coupes are 
located in the upper section of the area. 

The el iniate is the same as Tantawangalo, above. 

The area receives an annual rainfal 1 of816mm per year 
(Recorded at Cathcart Post Office, approximately 5Km to the 
west of the study site.) 

The soil 	t rct'ire is. one of shale. 	hornbi endc granodiori te. 
?;nd hoti 	granodiorte parent. ,tiria1s. 	- 

Vcgetation or the area is characicrsed by a iix of opeh to 
derse, - dry 	cliroph1l types, with Eucalyptus sieberli, E. 
fastigata, E. cypellocarpa and E. maci-orryncha fotmuiny the 
bulk of the tree species. The understory is comprised of 
species such as Platysace lanceolata, Exocavpus stx'ictus 
Acacia faisiformis, Loznatia myricoides, and Pteridium 
esculentuni. 	 . 	 - 

5 
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3. Vurammie 
- 	(1 compartment surveyed) 

Tie area is between lOOm ASL in the eastern section and 820m 
ASL in the west 

the climate of the area is somewhat milder than the higher 
Escarpment forests, with the occasional drought of three to 
Four months duration. 

Rainfall is distributed evenly throughout the year, with an 
average of 600 to 1 200mm -per year. 

Soil structure is of the grey granite type, which is highly 
é-rodible. The parent materials are predominantly Devonian 
granitoids inclu4ingtonalite, biotite, granodiorite and 
gran I te/adamel 1 i te 

The forest is dominated by S. fastigata/E.viminalis, with E. 
sieberii, S. cypellocaz -pa and S. macron-yncha dccurring on the 
drier ridges. The understory is sparse and characterised by 
Acacia spp, Persc,onia Jinearis, Davcsia ulicifolia, Poa spp, 
Danthonia spp, and Lomandra longifolia. 

I. Coolangubra 	I 
(7 compartments surveyed) 

The area is between 500m ASL and 1 DOOm ASL 

Cl imte is charctristic of the higher parts of the region 
_.iinhi?jr to Tatitaaru-lo -and Cathcart. 

\riw1 nreI2tane; - iS in. the range of 800mm to 1 000mm. 

c.iI '1.ructL. 	L. per qua I i tj with parent uLaterial of- 
 
- 

Dvonian hornblencie yranodiorite. 

Vegetation structure is a mixture of mny forest types, with 
the main species being Eucalyptus cypellocarpa, E. fastigata, 
E.rnaidenji, S. sieberii and S. obligua 	- 
The understory comprises those species associated with dry 
scierophyll forests and include 	 - 
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5 	Nullica 
(1 compartment surveyed) 

The ,3ra is hctween 300mASL and BOOm ASL. 

Cl i mate is mil der than the higher escarpment forests. w ikh 
three to four month d'rouyhts not uncommon 

Annual precipitation is in the range 800 to 1 200mm per year: 

Coupes in the study area, ocdur on mainl y Ordovi cian sediments 
which occurraainly as shales, with some Eden Rhyolite present, 
forming very stable, soils. 

Vegetation of the Null ica forests is mainly Eucalyptus: 
sieberil, E muellerana, E. bOsistoana, S. cypellocarpa and E. 
globoidea overstory, with the lower story comprised of Acacia 
c'c'gnata, Notelaea venosa, Polyscias sambucafolia, Lomandra 
spp. and Poa'spp. 

6. Nalbaugh 
(1 compartment'surveyed). 

The area lies between 700m and 1 060m ASL. 

As the forest' is in the highest area of the region the climate 
is dharacterised by short mild summers and 1 ong sevcre' winters 
with many frosts and the Qccasi onal snowfall 

App rox i matel y 1 000mm pr3c ipi tat ion per year occurs in the 
are a 

Soils ar u s tabl' Nd 	inte 	with hornL'l3ndc granodiorite 
pareti 	mater IaI 

A 1 aryc proportion of the Nal haugh forest area is wet 
sclerophyll, dominated by Eucalyptus fastigata.' The uriderstory 
is comprised of •Acabia dealbata and Bedlordia arborescens. The 
undeistory is sparse to absent. In the lower part the Forest 
is comprised of dry open .sçlerophyll 'forest, with E. sieberii, 
E cypellocarpa, E. óloboidea and E. maider,ii 

r 
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8. 

7. Bondi 
(1 coupe surveyed) 

The area is between 400m ASL and 600m ASL. 

The ci imate Of the area is 'nil der than that of the tabi el ands 
with summers ands winters of approxiinatiy equal duration. 40 
to 50 frosts may occur in winter. 

Annual rainfall is generally greater than 750mm per annum. 

Soils of the area are characterised by deep red to grey 
granitic types underlain by granite parent materials. The grey 
soils areparticularly susceptible to erosion. 

Vegetation comprises tall, open, dr' sclerophll forest with a 
open to sparse understory, 

a 



2.2 MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL ESTATE 

The FCNSW in the body resp6ns i bl e for the management of the 
State's Crown Timbev Reserves. more commonly known as State 
Forests. These forests are managed' primarily for wood 
production, although .a range of other values are acknowledged 
and managed' accordingly. At the present, no distinct 
management pol icies exist for those forests on the register of 
the National Estate 

The FCNSW have a range of management objecti'es including: 

#to provide, in perpetuity, a yield of hardwood pulpwood 
of sufficient magnitude to supply à'pulpwood Andustry located 
in or near [the Eden Nati'e Forest] management area, 

gp 

flto sqpply saw'ogs to industry in 'the short term at a 
rate des4gried to meet commitments, and in the long term to 
scistain a yield of'.awlogs commensurate with the productive 
capacity of the are. 

Rb maintain the management area ......under indigenous 
forest cover .'adequate to': 

1 conserve the soil resource and water catchment 
capabilities, 

maintain a diversity of habitatsuitable for 
wildlife indigenous to the area, 

retain, an aesthetic forest environment acceptable 
to the public generally. 

ilTo' maintain any unique or rare, ecological, historical 
floral , fu'.i'ji or o'her sc i,enti lic valuec occurring within the 
3 rca 

(Jo provdefo; the use of.,forsts for public recreation 
H aLUOt dao(J with 'CN;Y rjncr,:I policy on reurt ,HHoI in S,.'itc 

W Ikr .ech.:,ationaj purponew, 

extrar,t f'Gal FCNSW E.dn Ndt ive ro'et NanageRlelit Plan .1922) 

The FCNSW. has designed a set of guidel ines known as 
"presc r 1 ptions" which are intended to help the staff of the 
FCNSW to achi eve the management object i'ves detailed above. 
These prescriptions are set out in Vol ume 2, appendix '5, in 
full, and the relevant sections are detailed immediatel 
preceding each of the sections in Section 3.3.; "Prescriptions 
Surveyed" 



10 

2.3 EFFECTS OF HARVESTING OPERATIONS ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

What envi ronmental effects the woodchipping industry has on 
the envi roninent has been one of the central areas of confl itt 
over the previous twenty years. It has received much in the 
way of research in this period. 	 - 

Much of this work has focussed on those.areas which are easily 

quantified 	soils (e.g. Schuster 1979), waterquality (e.g. 
Burgess 1988), flora (e.g. Kirkpatrick et al 1990), 
The invasion of weeds ( e . g . Duncan 1985) and feral 
animals(e.g. ABRG 1984) 	

e 

Thtre are many gaps in our knowledge pf forested ecosystems, 
and although more and more research is focussing on forests 
and their biota, the current rate of harvesting will mean that 
much of the high conservation value forests will disapear 
even though many research projects will be incomplete. 

Most of the research is concentrated in a short period 
relative to the lifespan of trees, and touch less than the 
expected rotation of the harvesting cycle ofsixty to one 
hundred years. Therefore assessments of impacts on the forest 
biota have been limited in their extent. 

The tontinuation 'of the integrated harvesting operation in the 
south east has been in"spite of studies (e.g. Kavanagh and 
Webb 1986) which show that the current high impact 
si lvi cul tural practice of ten percent canopy retention has a 
long term, impact on those species dependant on arboreal 
nesti ng or OCi) 1 oc at) ens 

The FCNSW acknowT edge that- these aflimal s are the most 
disadvantdoed by this rc'jipne, 	vel there is much reluctance to 
u shift to practiLe. Of J lcss intensive n;jture, 

However, as pi'esurc increases; the FCWSW is dl tering their 
practices to better integrate the often competi tive goal's of 
wi 1 dli ft maiiagemen L and si lvi cul lural procedures. The end 
result- is designed to "ensure that all foret species of 
plants and animals •whi ch were or i g i nal 1 y present in the forest 
are retained for the long term future, (FCNSW Resource 
Assessment Commission (RAC) submission, no. 200, p. 16.) 

Discussed below are some of the areas which have had some 
impact on the forested areas of the south east, and the way in 
which the prescriptions aredesigned to alleviate these often 
deleterious effects. 



IMPACTS ON SOILS 

Timber. harvesting effects forest toils by compaction caused 
mainly through machinery, 109 dumps and roads c This results in 
loss of porosity by increasihg the densityof the soil, 
I cad thy to increased runoff and erosion. The chemical 
composition of the soil is altered resulting in increased 
salinity and loss of nitrates and other nutrients. This is due 
to the reriioal of large amounts of ünderstory biomass 
(Attiwell 1981), and is especially evident in areas where the 
surface is scoured as in log dumps, road construction and 
useage and regeneration burning. (Raison et al 1986, Attiwell 
1986) 

The prescriptions relating to log dumps would have the desired 
effect of covering these larger, more heavily compacted and 
scoured areas of the coupe.by  returning the topsoil once the 
operation has finished. These dumps may take up to 5% of the 
area of the coupe, so the rehabilitation of these areas is 
significant. 

The prescription relating to the rehabilitation of snig tracks 
(minor roads forming a network spreading outwards from the log 
dumps) and non-permanent roads was not covered An this study. 
However, the survey staff could not help but notice that the 
erosion along these tracks was of significant proportions. 
they did not seem to be affected by the prescription's 
intentions, which call for an "erosion bank" to be constructed 
perpend.i cul ar to the alignment of the road and It aspeci fied 
distance apart, which depends on the slope of the road. 
Deep erosion gul lics occurred between, these banks, deep 
£ccumulations of sand at the toe of the bank and -  increased 
sMtation around the outlbt of th 	b.nik, Asinilar effect was 
noi'..icd in the log dumps, with large pools of water common, 
often .bcing several months old. 
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WATER QUALITY 

this issue has been the subject of ituch anal ysis and the 
monitoring of runoff rates, increased siltation and suspended 
sediments such as salts 	nutrients and chemicals is an ongoing 
managemeni. priority.  

Studies indicate that on the effects of logging and subsequent. 
regrowth on water yield show an initial period of markedly 
increaed runoff lasting five to six years. The yield then 
fal is well below that of a mature forest for many decades 
(Langford et al 1982) 

However, if carefully managed prescriptions are placed upon 
harvesting operations, other effects such as changes in water 
chemistry and increased suspended sediment loads are minimised 
and could be said to be negl igible. (Langford and O'Shaunessy 
1977,- Langford et al 1982 & Turner 1990.) 

IMPACTS ON FLORA 

Current silvicultural practices in the south east forests of 
New South Wales have fol 1 owed the pattern of other integrated 
harvesting operations in Australia: 90% canopy reduction, a 
hot regeneration burn followed by direct seeding of the log 
dumps and natural seeding of the remainder of the coupe. 

As with othci-• areas discussed in this report, these techniques 
have only been in practicesince the early 1970's. Little 
study has been made of the long -term effects on species of 
flora which compri se a forested ecosystem. 

Sodc of thE 	 ol flora which hvc raised Econë questions 
1: a I 	',U I t t3 	 y a I I ni g r .1 t e d ii a ' es I I nq arc 

Changes in structural diversity. 

This is caused by short rotati on lengths and the removal of a 
1 arge amount of the bi omass. The forest resul ting alter 
harvesting is a structurally simple, eve-n-aged stand of 
usually a nonoculture of eucalypts. 

12. 



#Change in species composition. 

This is brought about by management regimes which specify the 
removal of the most valuable timber and an apparent ldCk of 
concerp f or the continuing existence of non-commercial 
species 	These are the most disturbed section of the forest 
community. However, these deleterious effects may be lessened 
over time by the same biological medhànism that allow plants 
to recover after natural disturbances such aswildfires.(Loyn 
et al 1980, 1983.) 

The FCNSW has a valuable database of rare, threatened and 
endangered species of plants in the south east, held in the 
regional office in Eden. The research on these species .tends 
to cOncentrate on studying the effects after harvesting has 
taken place. Nationally there is a lack of knowledge as to 
minimum viable population sizes of thi-eatened species and 
thei K conservation needs, so there is a need to address this 
gap in the FCNSW's harvesting policies. This is currently a 
low priority: 

#Reduction in diversity of the gene pool. 

This comes about by the removal of 1 arge amounts of the seed 
available for recolonisation. The timespân for trees to mature 
to seed-producing status is around forty years. This is around 
half the expected rotation period for harvesting. This may 
result in the seed bank being reduced to a level from which it 
may not recover. The prescriptions call for a number of mature 
trees to be retained as a seed bank. However, other pressures 
such as greater exposure to w5nd and disturbances to the soil 
around the base of thet:e trees often leads to their 	prematu 
re demise, raising the quest ion of the vi abi 1 i'ty of this 
prTicr ic . The dicturba:ce associ at'd with integratEd 
harvesting 3150 :favourr. those species which can' recover very 
quickly. these are pl 	;hich tend to Lake over conlutciy 
in'theh -  early s- tgec, Thvng little roan for other .lo.qar 
giow Hc3  plants. 

§lntroduction of feral plants. 

Most wetd species spread through disturbed envi ronments very 
efficiently, with their ingress hastened by logging machinery 
and the rietwork of 'roads necessitated by a large Operation 
such as the one conducted by Harris-Daishowa. The intense 
nature of the pine plantations adjacent to much of the native 
forest in the region is also a contributing factor, with 
fertilization 	responsible for a greater concentration of weed 
species close to the forest ' 

13 



#Effectson Fauna 

Old growth forests such as Coolangubra and. Tantawarigalo 
provide sam: 60% of mammals and 301 of birds with den and 
nesting sites in the large old trees characteristic of these 
type of forests. The hollows upon which these fauna rely do 
not begin, to formuntil the trees are over eighty years old, 
and the larger hollows do not form until between 150 and 200 
years. These old trees are the first victims in a harvesting 
operation and the expected cutting cycle will mean that such 
trees will not be-in abundance in-the future. Prescriptions 
calling for the retention of five habitat trees per fifteen 
hectares have little or no basis in scientific fact. For 
example, the Feathertailed Glider (Acrobates pygmaeus-) can 
glide up to twenty metres t,hrough the.canopy. In a logged• 
forest the-distance between the la'ge retained trees can be 
over 100 metres. 	 - 

The FCNSW recognise this and base their filter strip 
$ prescriptions on the fact that many arboreal species are 
disadvantaged by harvesting proc&dures. Leaving a strip bf up 
to eight9 metres next -to watercourses and logging coupes on an 
alternate basis may alleviate the problem in the short term, 
but the resultant forest after the second cUtting cycle'will 
leave only thoe trees in the reserves along watercoürss for 
the arborcal mammals to rely uon. Animals which arethen 
forced to recol anise do not - seem to reestabl ish elsewhere, 
Wdividualn of come species such as the greater glidcr 
(Petauroid.es volans) dying rather than cmi yyati ng to other 
Masts (anagh and Whb 1986, ASRO MC'I 
the'r'i-s also a rducthit in the abund.ce of food supply 
chjr,jti;e'i: Ic of dn old go'i.h forest. This cdn be reduced by 
as moph as 10% in the 'hort terai, Small grounddwel 1 m y  
mammals suffer the effects of harvest ing to a ) ess.er  extent, 
with most species able to recolonise a di stuibed ecosystem 
after only two or three years.. The popul ations of the more 
common species such as 	the bush rat (rattus fuscipeè)., brown 
antech.inus (antechinus stuartii) and the white footed dunnart 
(Srninthopsisleucopus) increase markedly as these animals are 
able to exploit the dense regrowth more efficiently than other 
mammals .(Braithwaite 1983, Lunney and Ashby 1987, Lunney and 
Leary 1989) .  
Fauna can also be affected by the resultant decrease in 
genetic and structural diversity of flo'a fol lowing 
harvesting. 	 . 	- 
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Fire affects both flora and fauna by: 

#Reducing total biornass 

üReducing phosphorous content, thereby disturbing the 
chemical cycle, in the soil  

t#Reducing critical shelters needed by some animals. 

Uhe death of large hol low-bearing trees 

#Al-tering the sed bank in the soil 

§Destroyingirivertebrates which may have a vital role, in 
nutrient- cycling - 	-. 

UAltering the mixture of understory species if the tforest 
-is, burnt too regularly, or not often enough. 
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2.4 PRESCRIPTIONS 

The current FCNSW prescriptions resul ted from criticism of 
siviculturl practices prior to 198.0. Recher et. al 
publ i shed a paper erititi ed "E Ifects of the Eden Woodchip 
Ijidustry on Tarrest rial Vertebrates with fteconimendations for 
Maliagement" in iggo. (FCNSW research note no. 42). These 
recommendations were designed to alleviate the ecological 
problems inherent in a clearfelling operation, the method of 
harvesting prior to 1980. 

The suggestions were wide ranging, and not all were put into 
practice. The main recommendations were that a filter strip be 
left between the harvesting area (known as a "Compartment" 
which is subdivided into a "Coupe") and permanent 
watErcourses., no tracked vehicles be moved across swampy or 
poorly drained areas within the coupe, a group of trees be 
left as habitat trees, another group be left as seed stock for 
the coupe and a third group be left so as to provide future 
sawl ogs 

Recher's suggestions were put into practice and the task of 
overseeing their implementation was written into the FCNSW's 
charter by means of the prescriptions. These are designed to:-  

- 

To minimise potential erosion sources, 

To ensure that the residual stands of trees maxilnise future 
harvesting potential , 

To ensure that the -fl ora and fauna of the area are 
conserved, 

1. To prescrvz and improve the soi I resource and water 
c;I:chm.rL caprilii I 	ie 

¶;. 	0 Ut 	E. 	 riitii,CC ua c.iou laud 1orest, Lu the hes 
2dVL39: U  

(extracted Ironi FC'!SW 1988 E.I.S 	volume 1, section 2, P.3) 



3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 	INITRODtJCT ION 

Study sites were located in such a way as to give a broad. 
'jeogiaphic spredd over the forests in the Eden. Native Forest 
Management Area (ENEMA) , and were not intended to place undue 
emphasis on any particular forest. 

Fieldwork was carried out between October 1991 and April 1992, 
(see Appendix 6) with the help of many volunteers who 
travelled to the study sites mainly on weekends. 

Two workshops were conducted during January 1992, in Mel baugh 
State Forest, to teach a number of volunteers the methods for 
the collection. of data. 

The data was collated and analysed during April 1992 and the 
report was presented to two scientists for verification of the 
analysis methods. 

3.2 FIELDWORK 

It was decided that only those prestritions which were able 
to he physically measured would be surveyed, as well as some 
prescriptions where a presence/absence criteria could be 
employed. As many of the prescriptions rely on a qualitative 
assessment, it was decided to avoid thee as many of the 
survey staff have I ittle or no experience in forest 
management, and this type of assessment would open any survey 
results to criticism From the FCNSU and timber industry. 

To this end, a Field Data Collection Manual was developed with 
lcjr, conci.c' jii';i;uciQis 35 to u,rrhucjs to be utiii:ed, 

[liu.ratiom;s of the ma'n prescrptiun.. examples 01: 
'iati iioo' 

uicld jIIJp )  

the FCNSN prescriptions, and 
completed data sheets were included.. 

All those taking part in the study either attended the 
workshops in January, or were given a thorough briefing prior 
to their field trips commencing. 
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3.3 PRESCRIPTIONS SURVEYED 

' ' 	FILlER STRIPS 

The maintenance of filter st(ips at their required width is 
considered to be of great importance in maintaining water 
qual ity and to prevent those problems associated with 
increased siltàtionin streams and rivers. Prescriptions 
appiying to Filter Strips state: 

A filter strip shall be retained on a stream or drainage 
line downstream IrS the point where its catchmthnt 
exceeds the area listed below. 

AVERAGE GRADE 	 MAXIMUM CATCHMENT AREA 
OF CATCHMENT 

EROSION HAZARD 
AVERAGE 	 HIGH 

LESS THAN 15 DEGREES 	 50ha 	 40ha 
15 DEGREES - 20 DEGREES 	. 45ha 	 35ha 
GREATER THAN 20 DEGREES 	40ha 	 30ha 

The filter strip shall be a mininium - of 20 m.tres each 
side. of the watercourse for slopes under 18 degrees. 
Where the fall into the watercourse isover 18 degrees 
the filter strip shall, be a minimum of 40 metres each 
side of the watercourse. The width and upstream extension 
of the strip may be increased as considered necessary by 
the Forester 

A. thosz col 1 oct i rig da La in th 	field found the t'ibl e above 
(a) difficult to visualije and (b) even more difficult to 
m1suru, i. wrs agreed to mcasure t h e filter s t r i p f r o m the. 
poinLihic: 	it becniie ObVious. 

wri'. vf ry obvious on dii sites survecd. The filter strip 
or more Louridaries of the coupcJ in the study,. .3nd 

did not begin within the coupe once. 

The prescription is very clear in its intent: a tree must not 
be felled within the 20tn. or 40m, limit. The following, 
therefore, was surveyed, with any breaches noted: 

* The width of the strip was pace d out from the coupe edge to 
the edge of the watercourse., (all survey staff were trained, in 
converting' paces to metres) 

in 



The, angle &f fall from the edge of the coupe to the 
watercourse was measured using either a ci inoineter or a 

specially constructed 18 degree set square. When the 
ci ino.nmter wat; 'enipl eyed the .:Ictu.31 angle of the bank was 
reco rded. Vflien the set -  square. was used, a s i ml e over 1$' or 
under 19' indication was recorded. 

• The above measurements were recorded at the beginning of the 
strip and thence every SUm along the. length;. 

No tree shall be deliberately or negligently felled into 
a stream Within a filter strip,.... 

* The presence of any trees felled within.the strip.were 
noted. 

.felling and, snigging shall be excluded from filter 
strips except as specifically authorised by the 
supervising Officer. 

Trees may be felled into the strip provided that no part 
of the tree enters the bed of the stream and provided 
excesive damage does not occur to standing trees within 
the filter strip 

1. Any trees felled into the strip, but having a stump outside 
the boundary of the strip, were recorded. 

Any trees within the fil ter stri p Thowi ng signs of damage 
f rein the hiJrvpi6t )t19 operat on were recorded. 

For thc i-ihove Lhr'? ';'et. 'pt.ioris, th- pr'userice of a 
ws rc;jrded a a yu; and a chainayc from the beyinnimu; o 	the 
strip wa; also recorded. 

19 
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3.3.2 LUG DUMPS 

These prescriptions have been put in place because the s&il on 
the log dumps becuies haavily compacted during the harvest ing 
operation, mid those dumps with no remedial action carried out 
take much 1 onge r to recuperate. 

• .They (the dumps) èhall not be located closer than 10m 
from a filter strip or drainage line. 

When ungravelled dumps are constructed and unless 
otherwise specified (in the harvesting plans), topsoil is 
to be stockpiled in a recoverable position, and either: 

Upon temporary termination of logging, and no 
further logging is contemplated in the near future, 
the dumps are to be levelled unless otherwise. 
authorised, drained so that the runoff is directed 
onto surrounding vegetation and ripped where 
specified. 

Upon completion of logging the dumps are to be 
levelled unless otherwise authorised, drained so 
that runoff is directed onto surrounding vegetation, 
and the topsoil spread evenly over the dump. The 
dump shall be revegetated and/or ripped where 
specif led. 

Dump ripping is to be done progressively and unless 
otherwise approved by the supervising officer, 
commencement ma new compartmentis not perrAitted 
until all completed dumps are resurfaced and ripped. 

The finished surface of the dump following ripping mus 
be free from consolidated bark deposits. 

Surface soil is to be stockpiled around the clump such 
that upon completion of harvesting and removal of 
timber, the surface soil is readily available to be 
respread over the dump and the.dumpripped to an average 
depth of 35cm, the rip lines being not less than one 
metre apart. 

Each log dump in the coupe was located and visited during the 
survey, the following was recorded for each.dump: 	- 

• grid reference 
• locatio,n,on field map 
presence/ absence of: 

( i ) 	ripping 
topsoiling 
revegetation 
percentacje survival of seedl inys 
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3.3.3 	NON FILTER STRIP AREAS 

Where a filter strip is not being retained, machines 
shall not be.talcen within 5 metres of any drainage line 
except with the specific approval of the supervising 
Forester. 

Machines shall not be taken within 5 metres of the border 
of any swamp or area showing surface seepage or ppor 
drainage .....Access tracks may be constructed through 
these areas only in circumstances where they can be 
adeguaiely drained, as specifically approved by the 
supervising Forester and marked on the harvesting plans. 

Each hon filter strip area (NFSA) was located on the first 
walk through the coupe. Subsequently a visit was made to the 
NFSA to locate any breaches of the prescription. 	 - 

If a breach was discovered the area was marked on the field 
map, and noted in the survey s,taff V5  field note book. 

3.4 	TREE TRANSECTS. 

Approximately hal F the time spent in the field was spent 
walking a series of transects through the coupe, to record the 
presence of habitat trees, and to provide a sample of the 
basal area of the trees harvested and the trees retained. It 
was felt that- the transects were the most rd iable and 
statistically correct way of recording this data. 

Isofore the fieldwork was co:nmenced 	each compartment was. 
I.ra;icf--,cd fran thc 1.125 000 scale maps f roill the 1)91 
Eiiviron.:ritzt tiupact Sta'en -:it (ETS) onto 1:25 000 scale 
v(-,pogr'f:hic 	7Ul i.h:rJ 	y 	hi Ciril:-al Mapping f\Lho." ty of 

SQU 1.1 	iii €' 	(Cut) 

Once this was completed, each compartment was photocopied at a 
ratio of 2:1, to result in a compartment map at 1:12 500 
scale, it was felt that this size would facil itate the 
locating of each survey component., as well as all owing sie-
divisions to be made for the placement of the transec€s. 



Each OMA topoqraphic map has a1 000m qrid marked. For the 
field maps, each 1 000m grid square was suhdividQd with 
another grid at, 125m intervals in both north-south and east-
west directions, E a ch 125mn grid'. line: was then accorded r3 

n u ma b e ' . 	 - 

From this point the relevant transects were selected using a 
standard random number tabl e.. The number of transects then 
selected per coupe was a reflection of the relative size of 
the coupe on the 1:12 500 scale field map. 	 - 

Generally, for the standard -coupe size of eighty hectares, 
four randomly obtained transects were eel ected for the survey. 

In the field, the start point of each transect was located by 
pacing from the nearest prominent landmark featured on the 
field map. This was usually a road or a coue/creek 'interface. 

The direction of the transect was established using a compass 
and the map. One of the survey staff was employed to record 
the data and keep an account of the distance travelled, while 
the second person keeping to the bearing and measuring the 
trees and stumnp. 

Staff recorded the following statistics for each tree and 
stump which fell within two metres of either side of the 
transect 

1. (; 	Diameter at. 5iast height (D3h) in centimetres, for
av ~ 1 ; ; get than ": Wm 10H. 

'For ti sco in thi. -Jc9ory thL rc;ilui ig was also recordcd': 
-. 	 (i) The condil inn, with riot- math' of one of 1h' following 
cdteoriec: Good ovEcali condition: ;-tor: than half the truik 
burHi; If the presc,ice of epicoi'inic huth: was apparent 

1 ) Damage to tree, with note made of one of the 
following categories: No damage: significant crown damage 
(i.e. more than 50% missing or dead.) 	Physical damage to 
trunk: physical damage to root system; obviously dead. 

-Weather the tree was considered to be a habitat 
tree or not. 	 - 	 - 

I. (-b) If it was decided by the survey staff that the tree was 
of obvious habitat value (established by checking for the 
presence of hollows on -the trunk or in the crown for trees of 
(generally) more than 220cm DH ) the following additional 
data was-recorded:  

the number of hollows preent 	 - 	 - 

the height of the tree, 
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Two distinct methods were used for this 	
4 

t if the survey staff had a ci i riotneter , one person would pace. 
between iS and 20m away from the base of the tree keeping to 
the sauc contour, a reading, of the angle to' the too of the 
crown was recorded, as wzll as the precise number of paces. 
this was then converted to a height using the following 
formula: 

tan C x d = ii, 

where tan C is the angle on the clinometer, 
d = the number of paces from the tree, 

and 	h = the height of the tree. 

# if a clinometer was not available, a 45 degree set square 	- 
was used. The staff meniberwould walk away from the  tree until 
the top of the crown coincided with the top point of the set 
square when held level . The distance from the observer to the 
base of the tree was recorded as the tree's height.' 
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table 1 	Filter Strips. 

• 	Forest 	name Com5 - 	 No 	of % 	of 	strips 
no strips under over c o r r e c t 

w i d t h width widLh 

Cool angubra- 1330  
• 

(FS01) . 75% 50% 2 5 % 
• 	 . 	 . 

(FSO2) . . 	 70% 30% nil 
 . . 	 68 26% 6% 

- 1333 1 . 	 6% 87% 6% 
1408 2 - 

• (FSO1) .57% 	.. 40% 3% 
(FS02) . 78% 22% nil 
1434 1 321 53% 15% 

• 	Null ics •70 1 	• nil 100% nil 

Cathcart 1370 1 - 53% 42%. 5% 
1372 3 • 

 .. 24% 53% • 23% 
 • 	 - 36% • 	 64t • 	nil 

------ --------------------- 
(F803) 

---- 

- 

•--•----- 
67%- 

.......--••---- 

16% 	- 	 17% 	- 

---------------•• 	 .......... 

Note: 	Compartments on War-atah 	Road were experimental coupes 
• 	 'and 	the 	filter strips were 	over -15-0m. 	wide. They 	were not 	• 

included, 	as they 	are not 	standard. -  - 	 • 	 • - 	 - 	 . 	 - 
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• Table 	2 Filter 	Strip Volations 

• 	Forest 	name Cornp. No: 	of 	trees 
no felled felled 	withindainaged in 

into 	strip 	s t r i p strip: 

• 	Coolangubra 1330 9 3 7 

1333 • 	 • 	• 	.2 nil 1 

1408 • 	 hil nil 2 

1434 • 	• 	 5 • 	 nil 5 

Vurammie 962 1 1 1 

Cathcart 1372 6 1 nil 

Note: All compartments did not have (a) filterstrips, (see 
npte on table 1,0 above) and (b) violations under categories 
above. 



Table 2.1 Trees 

Forest 	name coilip . area % 	of 	coUpe trees trees 
no. in 	ha. in 	t/sect retained harvested 

Coolarugubr 1311 48.76 1.20% 212 N/A 

1315 43.78 0,90% 	106 N/A 

1317 39.68 1.00% 109 N/A 

• 
U/log 99.60 0.60% 118 N/A 

1330 32.10 4.40% 129 13 

1333 51.25 1.00% 61 37 

1408 52.03 1.50% 53 67. 

• 	
• 1434 19.84 2.00% 21 23 

Nullica 705 54.38 • 	2.20% 	• 

Vurammie 982 86.25 • 	 1.20% 133 72 

Cathcart 	• 	• • 1370 58.67 1.20% 72 81 

t372 68.90 • 	1,70 06 ioi :114 

30 1.1 di 1727 23.98 • 	1.70 	• . 	67 30 
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Forcst narie 

Cool an 9 U b r a 

Null i c a 

Vu r a ni ni i e 

Cathcart 

Bundi 

C 0 III p 
no. 

1314 

1315 

i-l
1 	

i.
1  

Uni ogge 

1330 

Iii) 
.& .J di 

1108 

1434 

I Ui 

982 

1.370  

1372 

1/27 

212 

106 

118 

d 109 

125 

61 

-J 

21 

29 

113 

72 

104 

63 

ri urn he r 
r.et.a i ned 

Trees Retained 
Table 2.2 
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basal areabasal area 
in transect 	m2/ha 

1625in2 9.2 

651ni2 14.9 	- 

8202. 20.8 

3954m2 39.7 

128rn2 4.0 

896ni2 17.5 

446rn2 8:6 

2802 6.9 

1107m2 20.4 

.1612m2 18.7 

525m2 9.0 

1619rn2 23.5 

5702 23.8 



Forest name 

Coolangubra 

Null ica 

Vu r a in N i C 

Cathcart 

Bond i 

Trees harveste 
Table 	2.3 

comp. number 	on basal 	area 
rio. transect, m2 

1330 130 5280m2 

1333 37 10792 

1408 67 2382m2 

1434 23 1171m2 

705 35 1858n2 

982 72 	. 1421m2 

1370 81 2487rn2 

1372 lii 4466m2. 

1727 30 666m2 

basal area 
• m2fha 

• 164.5 

21.1 

45.8 

50.6 

.34 .2 

5IC 
•LU • 

42.4 

64.8 

27.8 

Note: As the Waratah Rd Compartments were harvested, in 1984 
the stumps were very difficult to locate, therefore they were 
not included in the study. 	' 	• 	 • 

-J 
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Trees; Condit ion and 	Dainaqe - 

labte 

Forest 	haine Comp. 1.Good 	.- 2.Dead 	3.Damaged.4. (2 	+ 	3) 
No. Condition 

Coolangubra 1314 91.6% .2.4% nil 2.1% 

1315 .95.2% 0.9% 3.9% 4.8% 

1317. 93.4% 3.9% 5.7%. 9.6% 

1330 62.4% 1;0% 21.6% 37.6% 

1333 60.3% 20.7% 19.0% 39.7% 

1408 69.8% 5.7% 24.5% 302t 

1431- - 	 . 438% nil• 56,2% 56.2% 

Nullica 	. 705 62.5% .4.2% 31.3% 	' 37.5% 

Vurammie 982 68.9% 16.5% 14.6% 31:1% 

Cathtart 1370 56.4% 	. 18.2% 	- 25.1% 43,6% 

1372 -. 	72.6% 	-- 12.3% 15:1% 27.1%. 

Bon 	: 1727 14,3% 47.6% 	- 38.1% 	- 65.7% 

I 



Habitat trees 
Table.2.3 

Forest 	name cornp.number 	of 	no: of 	trees average 
no 	hollows . height, 	in 

Coolangubra 1314 	13 	. 2 35.5 

1315 	3 1 31.0 

1317 	23 4 32.8 

• 	. U/log 	27 4 	. .53.8 

1330 	46 8 38.9 

1333 	4 1 2a. 0 

1408 	nil nil nil 

Nullica 705 	4 	 • 2 32.5 

Yurarnrnie 982 	• 	 15 	 • 8 34.8 

Cathcart 1370 	8 	• 3 26.3 

1372 	26 5 	• • 	4.0.2 

Bond5 1727 	6 1 	 . 17.0 
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Log Dumps 
Table 3.0 

Forcst 	name cotnp. ripped revegetatediopsojied 
no 	and V/N V/N V/N 
diinip 

Codlangubra 
Waratah 	Rd. 
(see 	note) B n y I, 

C n y . 	Ii 

0 .? ri . 	 n 

6 n n 
H 	- I-I 

I .  y n . 	fl 
.3 n • n fl. 

• 1330/1 y 	. . 	 n . 

1330/2 y n n 

• 1330/3 y n n 

1330/4 50% n Ii 

1333 . 
. 	 y n 

fl •  

1108/1 y n 

1103/2 : 

1103/3 

• 	1108 y . n 

1108/5 y • 	n ri 

1108/6 y n - 

1434/1 • . 	 . 

1434/2 n • 	r 

1434/3 n n ri 

.1434/4 n 	. - 	 rl n 
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Nullica 705/1 y n n 

705/? 

705/3 y 

705/1 y ri n 

Vuraminie 982/1 y 50% n 

• 	
H 982/2 n n. 

982/3 y n n 

982/4 y 1% n 

9821'5 y 5% Ii 

• 982/6 y 5%  

• 	 Cathcart 1370/1 y •• 

1370/2 n n 

• 1370/3 y n ii 

• 1372/1 ñ n fl 

1372/2 n n n 

1372/3 y n 	• 

• 	 •• 1372/4 y y n 

1372/5 y 10% fi 

•aondi 1727/1 y n n 

1727/2 n n n 

1727/3 n 10 4S n 

• 1727/4 ii ii n 

Note; Log dumps for Compartments 1314, 1315 and 1316 could not 
be positvely linked to the relevant coupe, so they have been 
tabled as they occur on Waratah road, fronthe northernmost 
intersection with Coolangubra Forest Way. 
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SUMMARIES  

1.Filtei-Strips 

Percentage of Filter Strips which are underwidth: 37.5% 

Percentage of Filter Strips which are overwidth: 	54.8% 

Percentage of Filter Strips which. are: 
correct width 	 1.7% 

Average width 	of Filter 	Strips in 	Study: 32.Om 

Number of 	trees felled 	into 	Filter strips: 23 

Number of 	trees felled 	within Filter 	Strips: 16 

Number of 	trees damaged 	Within Filter 	Strips: 5 

Total 	number of violations 	of 
Filter Strip.Prescript.ions: 104 

2. T R E E S 

Average area 	of compartments 	surveyed: 52. 25ha 

Average area 	of transect: U. 7ha . 	 - 

Averay: p2rccri t.floe of 	compar tineri t 	in 	t rnsect 1.6% 

Avc iI!Ehei-  ol 	tree; 	rctahied: 66 

Range 15 	in 	1434 	- 
212 	in 	1314. 

Average number of 	tree 	harvested: 49 

Range: 23 	in 	1434 	- 

- 
130 	in 	1330 

Average basal 	area retained, 16,7m2,i 	ha 

Averagehasal area harvested, 	 - 52.0n2/ 	ha 

Ratio 	of trees retained 	to 	trees 	harvested: 26 	: 	 74 
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• Who is Responsible? 

The three levels of government in 
Australia have specific interests 
and responsibilities for forest 
management. 

State and Territory governments 
have primary responsibility for 
forest management, including 
pUblic and private forests. This is 
in recognition of the constitutional 
responsibility of the States for land 
use decisions and their ownership 
of large areas of forest. 

Local governments have 
responsibilities for local land use 
planning and rating systems, 
which affect public and private 
forest management and use. 

Commonwealth involvement in the 
forestry industry is limited largely 
to the approval of woodchip export 
licences. Responsibility for this lies 
With the Minister for Resources. 
Under current Commonwealth 
procedures, the Minister for the 
Environment has an advisory role 
in determining the conditions 
attached to woodchip export 
licences. The Australian Heritage 
Commission also provides advice 
in relation to the obligations under 
Section 30 of the Australian Heritage 
Commission Act 1975. 

The Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency is involved 

in providing advice on the impact 
of forestry operations on 
endangered species. 

A Nation of Stakeholders 

Our forests benefit every 
Australian in some way. They are 
an integral element of our 
biodiversity; they provide 
enjoyment and pleasure; and they 
provide employment. 

Apart from government, forest 
industries and Unions share the 
responsibility of managing our 
foresfs in an ecologically 
sustainable manner. 

There are also hundreds of 
community-based groups across 
the country that take an active role 
in conserving our forests. 

Further informaUon: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport 

and Territories 
Tel: 06 274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 
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Our Forests: 

National Leadership 
commonwealth Obligations 

The commonwealth Government IS 
responsible for coordinating a national 
approach to both environmentat and 
industry development issues. 

commonwealth obligations include 
assessment of national estate values, 
World Heritage values, Aboriginal 
heritage values, endangered species1 
environmental impact5 and obligations 
relating to international conventions, 
including those for protecting biological 
diversity and wetlands of international 
s ignificance. 

Legislation 

A range of legislation provides a basis for 
commonwealth involvement in land use 
and forest management issues, including 

World Heritage Properties 
Conservation Act 1983 
Export Control Act. 1982 
Au.stra!iafl Heritage Commission Act 
1975 
Enz)ironrnflt Protection (Impact of 
Proposals) Act 1974 
Foreign Ac4uisitiofls and Takeovers 
Act 1975 
Endangered Species Protection Act 
1992. 

The commonwealth Government has an 
interest in achieving the efficient and 
effective management of the nation's 

a 
Jj  AISIt%IJA ,& 

- 

D,pert.e*t .fibv 

resources, including forests and forest 
products. controls on the export of 
woodchips are in place under the Expqrt 

Control Act 1982. 

Improving Knowledge and 
Management 

The  commonwealth has taken a major 
role in developing policies which will 
achieve ecologically sustainable 
management of Australia's forests. It has 
also introduced a number of initiatives 
over the past decade, and provided 
substantial funding to improve our 
knowledge of Australia's native forests 
and their management. These include: 

National Rainforest conservation 
Program 
National Forest Inventory 
National Wilderness Inventory 
Surveys of old growth forests 
comprehensive Regional 
Assessment Program 
Australian Heritage conuxussion 
Regional Assessment Program 
Agreement between the 
commonwealth and NSW 
Governments on the South East 
Forests Region of NSW 
East Gippslafld Forest Agreement 

Over the past six years the 
commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments have developed a range of 
initiatives for the future of Australia's 
forests. 

November 1994 
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The Commonwealth has an international 
responsibilitY to protect and conserve 
these areas, while allowing them to be 
used in ways that do not damage or 
threaten their universal values. 

These initiatives are a direct response to 
advice given to the Government through 
the Resource Assessment Commission 
Forest and Timber Inquiry, the 
EcologicallY sustainable Development 
working group on forests and the 
National Plantations Advisory 
Conmuttee report 'Integrating ForestrY 
and Farming'. 

The National Forest Policy Staternellt 

In December 1992 the National Forest 

Policy Statement was endorsed by the 
Commonwealth and all mainland 
governments. The National Forest Policy 

Statement lays the foundation for 
consistent forest management and 
protection across Australia, and for closer 
cooperation between governments. It 
provides for improved protection of 
enviroflmentth values, increased value- 
added wood processing, and greater 
emphasis on plantations. It also 
provides through a joint 
Comjttonwealth/State Comprehensive  
Regional Assessment process and the 
development of a Regional Forest 
Agreementi a mechanism to ensure the 
protection of important conservation 
ValueS and to assist planning certainty. 

Register of the National Estate 

Forests may also be listed on the Register 
of the National Estate. Listing serves to 
alert people that the particular natural, 
cultural or Aboriginal heritage values of 
the area are of national significance. A 
Commonwealth Minister is required not 
to approve action which would damage 
the values of a listed place unless, there is 
no prudent and feasible alternative. 

Further information: 
Commu1Y Information Unit 
Departrfle1t of the  Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

World Heritage 

The Commonwealth Government has 
also identifie4 and conserved special 
areas of 0 tstanding value by having 
them included an the UNESCO  World 
Heritage List. This gives world-wide 
recognition to the universal value of 
these places. 

• 	World Heritage sites containing 
significant areas of high conservatioT 
forest include the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage area in north Queenslandi the 
Central Eastern Rainhorests of Australia, 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage area and Fraser Island. 

Our Forests: An Infonnat on Kit 
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Conservation Strategy Within 
the National Forest Policy Statement 
The Conservation Goals 

The conservation goals of the 
National Forest Policy Statement 
include the maintenance of an 
extensive and permanent native 
forest estate in Australia and the 
management of that estate in an 
ecologicilly sustainable manner. 
This is to achieve the conservation 
of the full suite of values that forests 
provide for current and future 
generations. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
describes the range and importance 
of these values: "The protection of 
the full range of forest ecosystems 
and other environmental values is 
fundamental to ecologically 
sustainable forest management. It 
entails the maintenance of the 
ecological processes that sustain 
forest ecosystems, the conservation 
of the biological diversity associated 
With forests (particularly 
endangered and vulnerable species 
and communities), and the 
protection of water quality and 
associated habitats." 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
has recognised the importance of 
old growth forest and 

wilderness, and established a 
strategy to conserve and manage 
areas of old growth and. wilderness 
as part of the reserve system. 

It has been agreed, within the, 
National Forest Policy Statement, that 
comprehensive, adequate reserve 
systens to protect old-growth forest 
and wilderness values will be in 
place.by  the end of 1995 for public 
land and by the end of 1998 for 
private land, providing there is 
satisfactory agreement by the 
Commonwealth and States. For old-
growth forest, the nature 
conservation reserve systems will 
be the primary means of protection, 
supported by complementary 
management outside reserves. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
contains the further agreement that, 
until assessments are completed, 
forest management agencies will, 
avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of 
old-growth forest or wilderness that 
are likely to have high conservation 
vilue. 



It also provides for sympathetic 
management of old-growth forest 
values in areas outside the reserve 
system. 

Regional Forest Agreements 

It is envisaged that the processes set 
out in the Natiohal Forest Policy 
Statement will lead to a single 
agreement between the 
commonwealth and the States 
relating to their obligations for 
forests in a region. 

These Regional Forest Agreements 
would cover the full range of 
commonwealth and State 
obligations including assessments 
of the environmental and heritage 
values of regional forests, and 
assessment of the economic 
opportunities and social impacts of 
alternative uses of these forest 
areas. 

The full range of the 
commonwealth's environmental 
and heritage obligations include 
assessment of national estate values, 
World Heritage values, Aboriginal 
heritage values, environmental 
impacts1 and obligations relating to 
international conventions, including 
those for protecting endangered 
species and biological diversity. 

Regional Forest Agreements will 
provide an opportunity to ensure 
protection of important 
conservation values as well as 
providing greater certainty of 
resource supplyto industry. 

Comprehensive Regional 
Assessments 

In order to meet all commonwealth 
and State obligations for the 
forested areas of a region, a number 
of assessments will be necessary. 
These assessments can be achieved 
by a single comprehensive process 
which is identified in the Naticnal 

Forest Policy Statement as a 
comprehensive Regional 
Assessment. 

comprehensive Regional 
Assessments will involve  the 
collection and evaluation of the full 
range of environmental and 
heritage aspects of forests in the 
region. 

Where there is a commonwealth 
interest in an environmental matter 
the commonwealth may accredit a 
State's environment related 
processes. The  commonwealth will 
negotiate with individual States on 
the elements of the State process 
that may be accredited and 
determine whether any additional 
information and assessments are 
necessary. 

If Governments agree that the 
process of accreditation is unlikely 
or unable to meetall the obligations 
of the  commonwealth, other 
measures, such.as comprehensive 
regional assessments will be used. 

Plantations 

Plantations can play a role in 
relieving pressure on native forests, 
while at the same time offering 
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significant expansion of the 
industry's resource base. 

There are approximately one 
million hectares of plantations in 
Australia. Softwood plantations 
(mainly pine) account for 90% of the 
total area while hardwood 
plantations (predominantly 
Eucalypt)make up the remaining 
10%. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
recognises that plantations provide 
a wide range of commercial, 
environmental and aesthetic 
benefits to the community. The 
National Forest Policy Stat eiient 
contains a number of initiatives that 
will assist plantation development 
including: 
• the development of 

demonstration plantations on 
farms and the provision of 
extension services; and 

• research for plantations and 
agroforestry. 

Significant progress towards the 
implementation of these initiatives 
has been made at the 
commonwealth and State and 
Territory levels of government. 

Pulp and Paper 

Pulp for paper and paper products 
can be produced using a wide range 
of fibre. The most frequently 
utilised source of pulp for these 
products at present is wood. 

In Australia, the virgin fibre for 
many types of paper and paper 
products, such as newsprint, tissue 
paper and paperboard and 

packaging products is sourced 
mainly from pine plantation. 

Because of its pulping qualities and 
short fibres, Eucalypts are the most 
favoured tree species for fine paper 
making. Woodchips produced as 
by-products from integrated sawldg 
harvesting operations in native 
forests, are the main virgin fibre 
source for fine paper making. 

Australia is now a world leader in 
recycling of waste paper. Waste 
paper represents 48% of the total 
fibre used ihthe production of 
paper products in Australia, with 
the remainder being sourced from 
domestic plantations, native forests 
and imported fibre. However, 
waste paper can only be recycled 
about five times as its strength 
declines each time it is recycled. 
Therefore, virgin fibre must 
continually be added to the process. 

When recently announced 
investments in new paper recycling 
plants totalling $160 million come 
on stream, over 50% of the total 
fibre used in the production of 
paper products will be from waste 
paper. 

The technology exists to produce 
pulp and paper from alternative 
materials, such as sttaw, bagasse,. 
kenaf and cotton linters. The latter 
is already fully utilised as a paper 
making fibre source by toilet tissue 
manufacturers. A frequently 
suggested alternative source is 
hemp, which contains extremely. 
long fibres and has a rapid growth 
rate when compared to timber. 
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While there are environmental 
advantages to the use of alternative 
pulp sources, there are a number of 
other considerations which must be 
taken, into account. 

These include the nature of the 
waste product and, in relation to 
straw, the value of its use for 
papermaking in comparison to its 
value for soil conservation if left 
untouched. It is important that the 
associated environmental and 
economic issues be addressed when 
promoting the use of alternative 
pulp sources. 

The environmental advantages of 
using alternative pulp sources relate 
primarily to reducing the pressure 
on Australia's native forests, and 
the often more environmentally 
benign by-products of the pulping 
processes used. 

The Commonwealth has developed 
environmental guidelines for new 
pulpmills, designed to avoid any 
adverse impacts from pulpmill 
effluents and emissions. The 
approach used in the guidelines is 
internationally acknowledged as an 
appropriate model. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06 274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 
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Woodchips from native forests are 	Australia's deficit in timber 
currently exported from seven 	products, pulp and paper. 
locations around Australia: 
Triabunna, Bell Bay and Burnie in 
Tasmania; Géelong in Victoria; 
Eden and Newcastle in New South 
Wales, and Bunbury in Western 
Australia. 

Australian woodchip exporters are 
currently licensed to export 5.675 
million tonnes of hardwood chips 
and 1.4 million tonnes of softwood 
chips. 

Shared Objective 

At the July 1991 Special Premiers 
Conference, the Commonwealth 
and all State and Territory 
governments announced the shared 
objective of "phasing out woodchip 
exports from native forests in 
favour of downstream processing of 
the resource (pulp and paper mills) 
by the year 2000, such projects 
being subject to environmental and 
economic assessments. Woodchip 
export approvals will be considered 
on a case by case basis with full 
regard to the objective that 
Australia achieves the fullest 
possible return from its forest 
resources."  

Domestic value-added processing of 
woodchips will provide jobs to 
Australians, increise regional 
economic growth and reduce 

Export Control Act 1982 

The Commonwealth Government 
has an interest in achieving the 
efficient and effective management. 
of the nation's resources, including 
forests and forest products. 
Controls on the export of 
woodchips are in place under the 
Export -Cont rol Act 1982. 

The Commonwealth Government 
uses its export powers to ensure 
that the industry operates in an 
environmentally sound manner, 
that the price received is adequate 
and that woodchips are not 
exported if they are needed by 
domestic processors. 

Commonwealth environmental 
impact assessment of proposals for 
woodchip Sports is carried out in 
accordance with the Administrative 
Procedures under the Environment 
Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 
1974 (the Act).. 

Ministerial Responsibility 

The Minister for Resources, who 
issues woodchip export licences, is 
responsible for deciding 
environmental significance and, 
therefore, for initiating assessmePt 
action under the Act regarding 
those licences. The Minister for the 
Environment has responsibiit.: for 



providing advice to the Minister for 
Resources on the conservation 
implications of export woodchip 
operations. 

Under Government policy, the 
Minister for the Environment is also 
required to provide the Minister for 
Resources with advice on the 
applicability of the National Forest 
Policy Statement to the export 
licences. 

The Australian Heritage 
Commission also provides advice to 
the Minister for Resources under 
section 30 of the Australian Heritage 
Commission Act 1975. 

The 'Conservation Strategy within the 
National Forest Policy Statement' 
factsheet provides information on 
mechanisms to facilitate the interim 
protection of old-growth and 
wilderness forest likely to have high 
conservation value in the context of 
the 1995 woodchip export licence 
renewals process. 

Further thformation: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 0)8 803 772 

Endangered Species 

Under the Endangered Species 
Protection Act 1992, the Minister for 
Resources is required to ensure that 
licences do not threaten with 
extinction, or significantly impede 
the recovery of an endangered 
species. The Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency is involved in 
providing advice on the impact of 
forestry operations on endangered 
species. 

The National Forest Policy 
Statement 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
explains that "at present the 
Commonwealth Government 
approves the export of unprocessed 
wood and woodchips from 
integrated harvesting operations 
and sawmill residues, subject to 
controls aimed at ensuring that 
environmental values are protected, 
that the price obtained is consistent 
with prevailing world market 
prices, and that unprocessed wood 
is not exported if it is commercially 
feasible to process and add value to 
it in Australia". 
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Our Forests: 

Facts and Figures 
How Much Forest Do We Have? 

• Forest covers 5.3% of the 
continent 
- 43% of the forest area existing 
at the time of European 
settlement has been cleared or 
severely modified. 

• Australia has an estimated 40.7 
million ha, or about 5.3% of the 
total land surface, reserved for 
conservation purposes. The 
current forested component of 
this reserved area was estimated 
by ABARE (1993) as 
approximately 6.6 million ha or 
16.2% of the total area under 
forest. 

• Australia has 40.7 million 
hectares of native forest: 
-29.8% in state forests, of which 
around two-thirds is available 
for wood production 
-16.2% in conservation reserves 
-26.3% in other crown lands 
-27.7% in private fothsts. 
-only three per cent is controlled 
by the Commonwealth 
Government. 
Forest types and areas in 
Australia are as follows: 

Forest type 	% of Forested 
Area. 

Rainforest 	 8 
Wet Eucalypt 	. 	29 
Dry Eucajypt 	 14  

44 
%LflRALIk Qfr 

ENVIRONMENT 

SPORT 'it'd 

TERRITORIES 

Dry forest and 
woodland 

River red gum forest 

How Much Forest is Protected? 

• There are approximately 3.2 
million ha of forest and 
woodland in World Heritage 
areas. The remainder of 
reserved forest is located in a 
number of different types of 
reserves administered by the 
various states and territories. 

• Approximately 85% of the 
remaining rainforest is in 
conservation reserves, but less 
than 10% of some drier forest 
types are reserved; 

There are currently 713 places 
containing forests listed on the 
Register of the National Estate, 
amounting to a total of 
approximately 4% of Australia's 
land mass. Many of the places 
listed are within existing 
reserves. 

Plantations 

There are approximately one 
million hectares of plantations 
-90% softwood 
-10% native hardwood. 

Plantations are expanding at 
about 30 000 hectares a year. 



Recycling 

ecycled fibre now represents 
48% of the total fibre used to 
make paper in Australia. This is 
a record level and represents a 
13% increase in the quantity of 
waste paper being recycled since 
1992. This level of recycling has 
been estimated to lead to 
orrespon&ng savings of the 

order of $80 million a year for 
local authorities in waste 
disposal costs.' 

When recently announced 
investments in new paper 
recycling plants totalling $160 
million come on stream, over 
50% of the total fibre used in the 
production of papr products 
will be from waste paper. 

How is the Timber Used? 

• In 1992-93 there were 1175 
hardwood mills and 230 
softwood mills 

—with the hardwood mills being 
generally small scale, and the 
softwood mills being large and 
integrated with other 
processing. 

Australia has 21 mills producing 
pulp or paper products 
—7 pulp and paper mills (NSW 1 1  
Vic 1, QLD 1, Tas 3, SA 1) 
—12 paper mills (QLD 2, NSW 3, 
Vic 5, WA 2) 
—2 pulp mills (Vic 1, SA 1). 

Australia produced 1 544 000 m 3  
of hardwood and 1899 000 m Of  
softwood sawn timber in 
i993-94 

The 1993-94 trade figures show 
that total exports of forest 
pro.4ucts were $859 million, 
of which 53% were woodchips 
and 25% paper and paperboard 
products: 
—total imports were $2 639 
million 
-of which 48°6 was paper, 
mainly from North America, 
Finland, New Zealand, Japan 
and GermaT'ty •  
-and 34% of paper imports was 
from North America and 
New Zealand 
—the trade deficit in forest 
products was $1 780 million. 

• Forest type information is drawn from figures 
published in the Final Re1ort of the Resource 
Assessment comntission5Fot and Timber 
Inquiry. Figures on forest cover, typevised e a 	

for 
nd 

tenure are currentlY being checked r  
inclusion in the forthcoming State of the Foret5 
Report 

Further jplorrnaton 
CommU1Y information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and  

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

Over 85 000 people are directly 
employed in growing and 
harvesting wood and the 
manufacture and processing of 
woo4 and paper products: 
-the industry has an annual 
turnover of about $10 billion, 

o tributthg about 1% to Gross 
Domestic Product. 

In 1993-94 Australia produced 
77% of its sawntimber needs 
-native forests provide 
approXilttateW 45% of this, the 
balance is from softwood 
plantations. 
_imported sawntimber is mosty 
pouglas Fir from North 
America, and Radiata Pine from 
New Zealand. 
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Our Forests: 

A Precious Asset 
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Forests cover 5.3 percent of the 
Australian continent. Our forests 
have a number of important 
values. The Federal Government 
has a leadership role to play in 
protecting and conserving many 
of these values. 

Biodiversity 

Australia is one of 12 countries in 
the world recognised as being 
outstandingly rich in biodiversity. 
Australia has over half a million 
species, many of which are found 
nowhere else on earth. Our forests 
form a crucial element of 
Australia's biodiversity. 

Forests are essential in terms of 
their role in ecological processes, as 
habitat for flora and fauna, as 
catchments for water supply, as a 
resource for recreation pursuits 
and as a source of timber and a 
range of non-wood products. 

Rainforest 

Currently, rainforests cover about 
23 000 square kilometres in 
Australia, which is about 
0.3 per centof the country. In other 
words, all of Australia's remaining 
rainforests could fit within a circle 
with a radius of about 85 km. 

There are over 1500 tree species 
known from Australia's rainforests.. 

Rainforests in Australia are 
scattered alongthe northern and 
eastern coasts. Australia has, a 
range of rainforest types, from the 
hot, humid rainforests of northern 
Queensland, to the cool-temperate 
rainforest types of New South 
Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. 

More than half of the rainforest 
occurs in the Queensland wet 
tropics. 

Old-growth forests and 
wilderness 

Old-growthforests are defined in 
the Nat ional Forest Policy Statement 
as those that have reached full 
ecological maturity and have been 
subject to negligible unnatural 
disturbance. 

Wilderness includes those areas 
which are valued by the 
community for their remote and 
natural attributes (see National 
Forestry Policy Statement for more 
detailed definitions.) 

Old-growth forests contain a rich 
diversity of plants. Dead trees and 
fallen logs add to the diversity of 
habitats available for species. 



Many trees in their ageing1 or 
senesCifl& phase also have dead 
branches and frequent hollows 
which provide important nesting 
habitats for e-dwelling 
mammals and many native birds. 
Many of these species do not 
flourish in an immature forest. 

For these reasoflS, old-growth 
forests are important for the 
protection of biodiversitY. 

Old-growth forests are often found 
in areas remote from the influences 
of our modern indust±ial society. 
Consequent1y they may be 
associated with wilderness 
qualities1 and with ongoing natural 
processes. 

Because of  their undisturbed state 
of growth1 old growth and 
wilderness forests are extremely 
important as reference sites for 
scientific research. Their aesthetic 
quality is also well recognised. 

These values can be adversely 
affected by certain forestry 
practices particularly clearfelling. 

Native lall, open forests can take 
some 200 to 300 years to develop. 
Eucalypt forests managed for 
timber production are generally cut 
in regular cycles of much greater. 
frequency than the time required 
for the forests to reach their old- 
growth stages. 

Further thformauOn 
CommtmitY InformAon Unit 
Department of the Environmait, Sport 

and Territories 
Tel: 06 274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 
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Our Forests: 

The Pressures 
R 1
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Australia's forests and the species 
that inhabit them have suffered 
significant decline and extinction 
over the past 200 years. 

Clearing of native vegetation can 
result in the loss of tree cover and 
in a significant loss of biodiversity. 
It can also add to land degradation 
problems1 for example by increasing 
the sediment loads in our rivers. 
Tree planting cannot replace all the 
biodiversity values, particularly the 
habitat values,.that are lost when 
large areas of native vegetation are 
cleared. 

Deforestation and Vegetation 
Clearance 

Sinte European settlement 
approximately half.óf Australia's 
forests have been cleared or 
severely modified for farming and 
urban development (43 per cent 
according to the Australian 
surveying and Land Information 
Group). 

Native vegetation clearance has 
occurred throughout Australia and 
has been particularly evident in the 
eastern half and south-west corner 
of the continent.  

Vegetation clearance and tree 
decline cause the  loss of native 
plants and animals. These impacts 
can be especially pronounced at the 
local level. •  For instance leadiingto 
the local extinction of certain 
species. Introduced species also 
contribute to this decline. 

Vegetation clearance can lead to the 
exposure of soils, which makes the 
soils susceptible to erosion. 
Removal of trees can lead to rising 
water tables, resulting inwaer-
logging and salinity. 

Disturbance of forest ecosystems 
can allow for the invasion or spread 
of weed species. 

Vegetation clearance can also 
promote the spread of diseases.The. 
insidious,dieback fungus Phytophora 

poses a threat to whole foreéts and 
other ecosystems as well as many 
endangered species. 

Although rates of deforestation 
have slowed, clearing stili occurs in 
many parts of Australia, 
particularly in rangelands and 
woodlands. 

Extensive cleárirtg and vegetation 
modification continues to result in 
severe reduction and fragmentation 
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of the mallee, mulga and brigalow 
woodlands. 

The Australian and New Zealand 
Environment and Conservation 
Council has listed habitat 
destruction as one of the main 
factors leading to extinction of 
species in Australia. The spread of 
two other fators, introduced 
predators and introduced 
herbivores, has in many cases been 
advanced by land clearing or 
vegetation modification. 

About three quarters of our 
rainforests have been cleared since 
European settlement, mainly for 
agriculture. With protection and 
good management, the remaining 
rainforests can be conserved and 
some can expand to reoccupy 
cleared land. 

Further information: 	 - 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

Our Forests: An Information Kit 	 November 1994 
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NATIONAL FOREST POLICY - AT NOW ON THE NSW GOVERNMENT 

An urgency motion calling on the Ministers for Land and Water 
Conservation and Environment to implement the National Forest 
Policy Statement (NflS) has put the heat on the 1(3W Government, 
with the possibility of a censure motion early next year. 

'While the motion was only defeated on the Speaker's casting 
vote, I have been informed by Independent John ilatton who voted 
with the Government that he will support a censure motion if 
satisfactory agreement has not been reached with the Commonwealth 
Government by February next. year,' Ms Moore said. 

'Re has also inforned the Government of his position'. 

'Such an agreement must embrace the fundamental conservation 
processes of the NYPS and include agreement to: 

* joint Commonwealth/State regional assessments of old growth, 
world heritage, biodiverSity and other forest values as required 
by the NPPS and across NSW and including the south east forests; 
* a moratorium on logging 4ctivities in high conservation old 
growth and wilderness forests with delineation of areas and 
special .NSW legislation, as required (as may be the case in the 
south east forests); 
* supply of federal funds for regional assessments; 
* measures to ensure employment and alternative supplies of 
timber during the moratorium period.' 

'Such arrangements are already being made by the Queens land and 
Victorian Governments who also signed the National Policy. In 
fact in Victoria they are already carrying out the old growth 
forest surveys right across the border from the NSW south east 
forests,' Ms Moore said. 

'The NFPS provides for a period of regional assessment and 
moratorium up to the end of 1995, at which point a new system of 
comprehensive, adequate and representative conservation reserves 
are to be created over.old growth and wilderness forests-' 

'If the Government has not arrived at the basic agreement with 
the Coimnonwealth by the end of February 1994, then I will move 
a censure motion in the March sitting of Parliament - which I 
have every expectation will; be carried.' 

Further information: Clover Moore 230 2076 
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MC 	
1.141. Simply placing existing stands in conservation reserves is not, in itself an 

adequate long-term method of conservation. Ecologically mature stands will 
inevitably be lost as a result of natural disturbances such as wildfires or storms. 
Maintenance of the spectrum of regeneration stages is important for conserving the 
suite of ecological processes and species diversity that charactezises the forests of a 

of old 	 region. This will require detailed and flexible planning of conservation reserves and 

issociatad 	 ma.nagementof ecologically mature forests. 

Ins 	 - 
1-142. The second option is to prepare comprehensive regional management plans 

asistent 	 that identify and rank old-growth forests in tenus of their range of values. Sufficient 

ralWs • 	old-growth areas must be placed in conservation reserves to protect the range of 
- 	values associated with them. The remaining old growth should be allocated to forest 

S 	reserves, stream-side retention areas and wildlife corridors wherever possible. Some 

may be allocated to continued logging, but only after the preparation of-a 
comprehensive regional management plan involving nationally recognised siandardi, 
and only where no alternative supplies of timber exist. The collaborative 

arrangement between the Western Ausualian Department of Conse vation and Land 
Management and the Australian Heritage Commission appears to be an appropriate 

starting point for this approach. 

1.143. Chapter 6 provides more inlormadon on old-growth forests. 

Integrated regional assessment 

1.144. Disputes about the allocation and management of forested land have 
— frequently arisen because interested partiesbave disagreed on the extent and relative 

10 
importance of the values contained within the forests. Community values change 

- with une, but the Inquiry identified a range of issues that many Inquiry participants 

believed must be taken thto account in forest use decisions. Among these issues are 
social and cultural considerations, old-growth forests, endangered species,.biological 

Lions for diversity. National Estate and World Heritage listings, weeds and animal pests, fire 

npithensive - managemt, and water catchment protection. 	- 

ities within 

result in the -l.145. The Inquiry has concluded that if decisions to use forested laud are to be 
cpted by interested parties, and if those decisions are to provide an adequate basis 

- krfutwe adaptive management; there is a need for processes that integrate the 
• assessment of all values across as large a planning area as possible. The Inquiry 

tdogses as a possible model the work undertaken by the Australian Heritage 

RAC Forest and Timber Inquisy Final Rtpon 1992 
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disturbed by other activities such as grazing or altered tire regimes and some are not 

ecologically mature, having been burnt in relatively recent wildfires. 

1.139. The Inquiry concludes that logging of old-growth forest, as defined, 
potentially 'iolates the precaurionwy principle of sustainable developmnt in that an 
irreplaceable resource is being destroyed. Although the ecolâgical auributes of old 

growth may be regenerated in the long term (a century or more), the values associated. 
with the pristine àtuibutes cannot be replaced. The Inquiry supports the efforts 
currently being made by the National Forest Inventory in collaboration with 

Commonwealth and state and territoEy government agencies to develop aconsistent 
procedure for identifying and comprehnsively surveying the event of Australias 
old-growth resource. 	. 

Figure 1.2 Remaining forest that is unlogged, 1990 

Source:' AUSLIG (1990) and Resource Assessment Commission 

1.140. In the Inquily's view, governments have aailab1e to them two options for 

dealing with the areas identified as old-growth forests by the proposed comprehênàive 
survey. The first option is to require a rapid cessation of all logging activities within 

those forest areas, and placing them in conservation reserves. This would result in the 
significant loss of timber resource in some regions. 
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Sid Walker 

Coord I tIIil.C)r 

N,xIiirc, COTISCI-VIL1. I C)TI Cotirici 1 of NSW 

39 George SLreeL 

SYI)NEY NSW 2000 

I)e ar Coo rd i nato r 

Enclosed is a. questionnaire which is being unc.iez.I.akers by one 

of our members who is also researc:liing EnyiroriiiueriLal Education 

nl. the University of W.asternAiisLrnj ia. I believe this soiL 

of research is very irpporL;sriI nULl hope tiiat. you will give. Li the 

in answering it. 

Yours sinecreiy 

Rachel Siewert 

coordinator 

i's k)a 



CALL FOR ACTION ON NATIONAL FOREST POLICY 

To the Hànourable the President and Members of the Senate in Parliament assembled, [IDNO\'lgg; 

We are dismayed at the continuing destruction of old growth and wilderness forests around Australia, despite 
the National Forest Policy Statement jointly signed by the Commonwealth and all States except Tasmania. 

Intensive logging, most often to feed a voracious woodchip industry is underway or planned for many high 
conservation value forests. These forests should be protected by the commitments of the Commonwealth and 
State Governments under the NFPS. 

THESE FORESTS INCLUDE: 
• Coolangubra Wilderness and other areas of the S.E. Forests of NSW along with rainforest and other N.E areas of 

NSW including Wingham, Mistake, Richmond Range, Chaelundi, North Washpool, Barrington and Dorrigo. 

• The Southern Highlands, Great Western Tiers and Tarkine Wilderness of Tasmania. 

• The Karri and Jarrah forests of S.W. Western Australia. 

• The Errinundra Plateau and Other areas of the East Gippsland forests of Victoria. 

• The rainforests of the Proserpine region of Queensland. 

We request that the Government act urgently to protect-our precious forests by utilising the Cornn',or1wea 1 th's 
legal and constitutional powers, including: 
• Refusal of export woodchip licences 
• Powers to control corporations 

• 	IS'ro tec tion  of areas listed on the register of the National Estate 

• Protection and effective funding of areas identified for their World Heritage values 

Genuine and effective action by the Government to protect these and other old growth and wilderness forests is 
critical. A comprehensive plantation strategy rather than exploiting native forests is the way forward for a truly 
environmentally responsible timber industry. We further request that the Government take effective action 
without further delay. 

Name Address Postcode Signature 
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V Place a tick next to your name if you would like further information or can help with this important campaign. 
• Please copy blank & distribute. Return when completed to: Nature Conservation Council of NSW, 

39 George St., The Rocks, NSW, 2000 



'ForestCounkdownComm, 01:12 PM 26-07-97, FCC meeting 5pm 28.7.97 

To: ForestCountdownComthittee 
Front NCC <nccnsw@peg.apc.org > 
Subject: ECC meeting 5pm 28.7.97 
Cc: 
6cc: 

Reminding all that there is a FCC meeting at NCC Som 28.7.97. Minutes from the last meeting will be circulated 
beforehand, along with an agenda. Any new business items, anyone? 
Please contact Llke/ Therese with FLU contact details by 3pm Monday 28.7.97 if you haven't done so already. 

Like 

Printed for NCC <nccnsw@nee.apc.on> 
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uS JUL 1994 
Your reference 
Our reference 	DX 4713 Pennant Hills 

Tel No. (02) 980 4175 Fax No. (02) 484 5346 

12 July, 1994 

The Secretary 
NSW Environment Centre Pty Ltd 
39 George Street, The Rocks 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Forestry Regulation 1994 

The Forestry Regulation 1983 made under the Forestry Act 1916 
will be automatically repealed by the Subordinate Legislation Act 
1989 on the 1st September 1994. State Forests proposes to 
replace the existing regulation with the Forestry Regulation 1994. 

I am writing to your organisation in its capacity as a 
representative of persons who may be affected by the provisions 
of the proposed regulation. 

Copies of the proposed regulation and a Regulatory Impact 
Statement are enclosed for your consideration. I note that the 
proposed regulation is a remake of the provisions of the existing 
regulation, (the Forestry Regulation 1983), expressed in a more 
modern drafting form and with a number of now irrelevant clauses 
deleted. That is to say, the proposed regulation will have the 
same effect as the existing regulation on the matters addressed in 
the proposed regulation. 

Your organisation's comments and admission's concerning the 
proposed regulation are invited. I would be particularly interested 
in you identifying significant costs imposed by the proposed 
regulation on forest users, or others affected by the regulation, 
which have not already been identified in the Regulatory Impact 
Statement. 

State Forests of 
New South Wales 

Building 2 
423 Pennant Hills Road 
Pennant Hills NSW 2120 

Phone (02) 980 4100 
Fax (02) 484 1310 

Stale Fares/s is the 

registered business name 

Gilcsfltforest:nm 
	 of the Forestry Commission 

olNewsoum Wa/es 



Your submissions, comments or any queries you may have 
should be addressed to: 

Mr M. Hickman 
State Forests 
Building 2/423 Pennant Hills Road 
PENNANT HILLS NSW 2120 

no later than the 8th August 1994. 

Yours faithfully 

D Giles 
Senior Legal Officer 

i . 

Giles/ltkrest:am 
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23 FEB 1993 

Department of 

THE ARTS, SPORT, THE ENVIRONMENT and TERRITORIES 

Dr 3 Messer 
Chairperson 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

Dear 

I refer to your letter of 18 December 1992 toMrs Kelly, 
concerning forest protection, and implementation of the 
conservation initiatives of the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS). Mrs Kelly has asked me to thank you for 
your letter and respond on her behalf. 

Mrs Kelly has written to the NSW Forests Minister, the Hon 
Gary West MP, calling on him to 'avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old-growth forest or 
wilderness that are likely to have a high conservation value' 
as was agreed by all States and Territories, excepting 
Tasmania, in the National Forest Policy  Statement (NFPS). 

Accompanying the letter was a list of areas within NSW forests 
this portfolio considers to be of high conservation value. 

At the same time Mrs Kelly wrote to the NSW Environment 
Minister, the Hon Chris Hartcher 1W, advising him of the 
letter to Mr West and including the list of areas of high 
conservation value. The letter also requested advice from Mr 
Hartcher on priorities for assessment of old-growth forest and 
wilderness areas. The Department has since undertaken 
preliminary discussions with NSW officials on projects which 
could possibly be brought forward for funding consideration. 

Mrs Kelly wrote to Minister Griffiths on 18 December 1992 
stating that she expected that wood from areas likely to have 
a high conservation value would be excluded from any woodchip 
export approvals, pending an adequate reserve system being in 
place, and the Commonwealth being satisfied that the 
complementary management proposed for areas outside the 
reserve system adequately protected old-growth values. 

The Department has recently engaged Drs John Woinarski and 
Tony Norton to lead a consultancy to progress the issue of 
criteria for a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system in forests. Leading scientists have also been 
engaged to assist them, including Professor Jainie Kirkpatrick, 
Dr Chris Margules, Professor Henry Nix, Dr Hugh Possingham, 
Mr Peter Woodgate and Mr Rob Leslie. 

The Departmental representative on tDe  ANZECC Standing 
Committee, Ms JoAnne DiSa o, has piriikrto her colleagues on 
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the Committee informing them of this work, and requesting that 
the Technical Working Group, to be established to determine 
the criteria for a reserve system, include as one of its terms 
of reference the requirement for an open workshop to be held 
within 3 months of the completion of the work being done by 
Drs Woinarski and Norton. This will enable the conservation 
movement to have considerable input into the development of 
the criteria for a. reserve system in forests. 

Ms DiSano has suggested that the Technical Working Group 
should comprise a representative of ANZECC StandingS Committee, 
a representative of the Standing Committee on Forestry (SCF), 
and a number of technical experts on reserve selection, most 
of who work within State and Commonwealth conservation 
agencies. 	

I 

I expect that through this process the criteria can be 
developed, endorsed by the leading scientists in the field, 
and forwarded to Governments through ANZECC and the Australian 
Forestry Council (AFC) for. agreement. 

The Prime Minister has recently reiterated the Government's 
position on woodchip exports, which is that 'The Commonwealth 
will offer a longer term export licence up to the year 2000 
and thereafter on a case by case basis, on the understanding 
that if the woodchips are required for domestic use then, 
subject to market considerations, they should be directed to 
that end. This should not detract from the Commonwealth's 
firm desire to achieve maximum domestic processing of 
woodchips by the year 2000 or soon thereafter'.. 

The Conimonwealth Environment Protection Aqency (CEPA) is 
currently considering the questions you have raised in 
relation to woodchip export licences. 

Yours sincerely 

Alison McCusker 
Assistant Secretary 
Natural Resources Management Branch 

/& February 1993 



JJJAUSTRAUW 	 21 JUL 1994 
- 	 Department of the 

Mr Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Walker 

I refer to your letter of 20 April 1994 to the Prime Minister and copied to Mr Beddall, 
Minister for Resources concerning the Commonwealth's Regional Forest Agreement 
discussion paper and the implementation of a number of National Forest Policy Statement 
initiatives. The majority of the issues you have raised fall within the portfolio 
responsibilities of the Minister for the Environment, Sport and Territories, 
Senator the Hon John Faulkner. Senator Faulkner has asked me to reply on his behalf. I 
apologise for the delay in responding. 

The Commonwealth has adopted a coordinated, whole of government approach to the 
development of a Commonwealth position on the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) 
process. An Inter Departmental Committee has been established to manage 
Commonwealth involvement in the process, and is at present considering comments on 
the discussion paper, Regional Forest Agreements - a Commonwealth Position, circulated to 
peak conservation groups and other non-government groups in early March this year. 
Comments received from conservation groups, industry and state governments are 
currently being incorporated in a revised paper. 

The input of non-government organisations to the development of the CRA process its 
implementation in particular forest regions, is seen as a pre-requisite for sound and 
balanced decision-making. While we would be happy to receive comments on the original 
paper it may be more useful for you to wait for the revised paper which is expected to be 
finalised in the near future. We expect to visit key stakeholders in the states shortly to 
discuss the revised position paper and will be in touch with the Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW to arrange an appropriate time and venue. 

An Environment portfolio working group has been established to develop broad ' 
guidelines for biodiversity assessment, to assist the portfolio to meet the objectives of the 
Biodiversity Convention as part of the comprehensive regional assessment and Regional 
Forest Agreement process. Draft guidelines are being developed to meet the requirements 
of all areas of the portfolio, and then will be circulated to other Commonwealth agencies 
for comment. Biodiversity assessment is an evolving field, and the guidelines represent a 
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tentative early attempt by the Commonwealth to operationalise the broad-ranging 
requirements of the Convention. 

Draft reports of the Joint ANZECC/MCFFA Technical Working Groups on Reserve 
Criteria, and Forest Use and Management, are currently being developed for submission 
to Ministerial Councils. I understand that the reports are presently being revised for the 
consideration of the Joint ANZECC/MCFFA NFPS Implementation Sub-committee 
(JAMS). Subject to the agreement of the JANIS and Ministerial Councils, it is expected 
that the draft reports will then be circulated to peak interest groups as discussion documents 
for comment. 

Early input to the development of the criteria was sought from peak national and state 
industry and conservation NGOs, including the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, on 
23 November 1993. hformation flowing from this exercise has been useful in determining 
the approach adopted by the Technical Workifig Group, and has made JAN15 aware of the 
expectations of industry andconservation groups. 

The Commonwealth is committed to the establishment of an effective policy advisory 
body to assist in the development of forest policy and participate in decisions relating to 
the implementation of the NF1'S. Consistent with the NF1'S, the body's membership will 
reflect representation from conservation, industry and union organisations. Proposals for 
membershipof the advisory body and its terms of reference are currently being considered 
by Senator Faulkner and the Minister for Resources, the Hon David Beddall MP. 

Thank you for writing to the Government with your concerns. 

Yours sincerely 

607  

Barry Reville 
Assistant Secretary 
Forests Branch 
/I July 1994 
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ThE WILDERNESS SOCIETY PRELIMINARY INVENTORY OF FORESTS 

1 
for not being able to attend the meeting on Thursday. I am teaching at tha7 time 

• 	I 	iI 	I 
• '4 ip4$Jir. 	on 4ett out a working document at such short notice. 

!i! 4jAnoem8 are that the definition Of forests has limited the NFPS to escarpment 
Pi II r*W*s Qrdei to get ICAR reserve system in place under the guidance of the 

eafth Government we would wish to Include the forests that are being cut or 
the Wet as Well as thOse escarpment forests. We have written to the 

1! Kf qJ$*$4jManh Governmqnt and requested that box, river red gum and cailitris forests be 

IM 	I4undertheSarneprocess.. 

4 *aoted a few gps..alI the Gungarlin lands, mdi, etc in the Kosciusko area, for 
$ mss:me CostlnlMosely Report for the  SE and ALPS also needs to be incorporated Into 
J ti4W HOwever this Is a most Impressive working document for the time frame. Well 
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Environmental Conditions to be attached to the export of unprocessed wood 

Addition of Standard Condition regarding NIPS old growth forests and wilderness 
moratorium pending assessment: 

until assessments of forests for conservation values, including old growth and 
wilderness values are completed, the exporter shall avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old growth forest and wilderness that are likely to 
have high conservation value". 

Replacement of Standard Condition regarding endangered species: 

'The exporter shall ensure that any of its logging operations under this licence do not 
threaten with extinction, or significantly impede the recovery of, a species or ecological 
community listed under Scheduie 1 and 2 of the Commonwealth Endangered Species 
Protection Act 7992. The exporter shall ensure that logging operations for the purpose 
of export woodchips of silvicu.lturai thinnings must only occur in accordance with 
advice from the Australian Nature Conservation Agency (ANCA) concerning 
endangered species listed on the Schedules of the Endangered Species Protection Act 
1992. The exporter shall ensure that logging operations on private property for the 
purpose of export woodchips must not occur until a survey of species has been 
completed to the satisfaction of the Australian Nature Conservation Agency. Where it 
is possible that operatiolis will threaten with extinction or significantly impede the 
recovery of listed species or ecological communities the exporter shall, in conjunction 
with ANCA and the relevant State agencies, prepare a recovery plan in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 for the species or ecological community 
concerned". 

Addition to second Standard Condition regarding Natidnal Estate: 

"The exporter shall adequattly take into account advice from the Australian Heritage 
Commission regarding the protection of National Estate values in areas where logging 
is approved". 

Addition of Standard Condition regarding environment protection 

'The exporter shall ensure that all forest management practices are consistent with the 
dnft nationwide baseline environmental standards (NBES) developed by 
ANZECC/AFC and that these practices are reviewed and updated when the NBES are 
i?inalised. 

Addition of standard conditions regarding steep country harvesting 

The exporter will ensure that woodchips shall not be sourced from 

forests on land greater than 20% (11 degrees) slope on highly erodable soils 
forests on land greater than 35% (19 degrees) slope on moderately erodable soils 
forests on land greater than 50% (26 degrees) slope on low erodable soils. 

The exporter shall ensure that no operation occur in moderate, or high to extreme 
landslide risk areas tSr areas subject to flash flooding." 



Should the Minister for Resources seek to frustrate the objectives and operation of the 
Endangered Species Act and the Environment Prptection (Impact of Proposals) Act 
1974 the Council calls upon' the Minister to exercise her power to issue Impact 
Assessment Conservation Orders under the Act to give interim protection to 
threatened species habitat. 

The Council also calls upon the Minister to ensure that, where export woodchips are 
to be sourced from areas with recognised or likely National Estate values (Australian 
Heritage Commission Act 1975) , conditions of export woodchip licences prevent the 
degradation of those values. Such a condition could state that logging operations for 
the purpose of providing export woodchips must only occur in accordance with advice 
from the Australian Heritage Commission. 

The Council reminds the Minister that NSW has not undertaken the assessments 
required of it under the NFPS. This has left many areas of old growth and high 
conservation value at the mercy of a State Forests agency consistently unable to 
prepare adequate environmental, including faunal, impact assessments. Any export 
licences granted must contain conditions which prohibit activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old growth forest and wilderness that are likely to 
have high conservation value. 

In short, the Council seeks enforcement by the Federal Government of the promised 
moratorium on the logging of high conservation value old growth and wilderness 
forests. 

The Council calls upon the Minister to also ensure that woodchips are only sourced 
from areas which are managed for all forest values on an ecologically sustainable basis 
(National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Development, 1992). In particular, the 
Council is concerned that such conditions address the risks associated with logging in 
the South-East forests regarding steep slopes and erosion. 

In conclusion, the Council urges the Federal Government to honour its various 
conservation obligations by using its export woodchip licensing powers to give strong 
protection to old growth and high conservation value forests, including endangered 
species. If this cannot be achieved, no licences should be issued. 

Youis sincerely 

41  

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
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Minister for the. Environment,Sport and Territàries, Senator John Faulkner 
d the Minister for Resources, David- Beddall MP 

NA TONAL FOREST CONSERVATION RESERVES 
COMMONWEALTH PROPOSED CRITERIA DISCUSSION PAPER 

The Minister for the Environment, Senator johnPaulknór,. and the Minister for Resouices, 
David Beddall, today released a Commonwealth Discussion Paper on driteria for the 
development of a comptehensive, adequate and representative (CAR) reserve system for 
forests. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

The central conservation elemeht of the National Forest Policy Statement (NEPS) - a&eed 
by the Commonwealth and all mainland States and Territories - is the establishment of a 
CAR forest reserve system. 

The Ministers said the Commonwealth had become frustrated at the lack of progress in 
negotiations with the States in developing criteria for this reserve system. 

"The Commonwealth drew together a high level group of scientists, chaired by Chief 
Scientist Professor Michael Pitman, to develop advice on a scientifically based set of 
criteria for a CAR reserve system for forests. The Discussion Paper we are releasing today 
dtew heavily on their report." 

The Government hopes this Discussion Paper will stimulate the policy debate and move 
it forward," the Ministers said. 

The Discussion Paper. titled "National Forest Conservation Reserves Cqmmonwealth 
Proposed Criteria, proposes criteria including: 	. 	. 

• a broad benchmark of 15% of the pre 1788 distribution of each forest community 
within conservation reserves 	. 	. 

• retention in -résérves of at least 60% of existing old growth or more than 90% where it is 
severely depleted 
protection of 90 per éent or more wherever practicable of high quality wilderness 

The Discussion Paper suggests the proportion of each forest community reserved should 
be varied according to the natural extent of the community and the level of threat. This-
approach is designed to protect Australias biodiversity. 

The criteria.have been developed bearing in mind the uncertainties regarding forest 
values and their conservation status, the differences among regions in the nature of their 
forests and the different levels of data availability inStates and Territories.- 

The criteria describe a national approach to reservation that is pragmatic about the 
differences among $tates. Territories and regions but his the potential for a consistent 
approach across Australia. .. . . . -. 



Forests outside the reserve system t ill continue o be available to our rorest industries for 

use on aneccilogicaI14 sustainable basis 

The Ministers saidHthere tvili be 'a six Week, consultation period with,State and Territory 
Governments, industry, unions, conservation and community groups with the ann of 

developing agreed criteria at the end of this period The,discUSSipfl'PaPer will also be 
open for general comment. 	I 	.. 	

'.:  

• The group oieminënt scientists comprised of:'  
Professor Michael l'itman - Chief Scientist 	- 

• Professor Ralph Slatyèr - former Chief Scientist 	. . 	. 
• Dr Keith. Boardman - former Chief Executive oi csmo 
• Dr Ian t4oblè a ecologist and former commissioner on the' RAC Forest and Timber Inquiry 

Professor Jamie Kirkpatrick - Head of'the Department of Geography and Environmental 
Swthesat.theUnersiyOfTaSm1mt . 	. . 

To obtain a copy of the Discussion Paper please contact: 
David Woods'. 	 . 
Department ofPrime Minister and Cabinet 
062715027 	. 	 . 

Media Inquiries: 	. Carolyn Belts (John Faulkner's àfflce) 06 277 7640 
Tamara Johnson (David Beddall's office) 06 277 7440 

30 March 1995 . 

,I • 
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Environment groups' forests policy submission to Bob 
Carr MP leader of the NSW Parliamentary Labor Party. 

This statement has been agreed to by NCC, TEC, ACF, NPA, SEFCC, NEFA, 

The environment groups are seeking a comprehensive revision of ALP 
forestry policy. The ALP policy should give the following firm 
undertakings: 

the ALP's previously announced promises of new national parks 
and wilderness areas to be reaffirmed and all of the new areas to be 
dedicated within the first 12 months of a Carr Labor Government. 

immediate establishment of a moratorium on logging in all of the 
high conservation value forest compartments identified by 
Commonwealth Environment Minister Faulknir. This moratorium is to 
remain in effect yntil superseded by the further forest assessment and 
protection measures set out in (4) below, 

tna4i dtdcio'.n n 

immediate establishrt1nt ' f mor 	4nAaT - ___ 	 monlogg 
unprotected wilderness ã?as as -tdent3fletby-..the—BirStFinerä1 of .  
National Parks and 	and(rW7emaining areas of unprotected 
iiThwth7iatWWTorest. I is moratorium is to remain in effect until 

the establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system protecting NSW native forest communities. 

an immediate direction to the NPWS to conduct, in co-operation 
with ANCA, a rapid assessment of all NSW native forests within a 
Øeriod of six months to identify those forest areas likely to be required 
to secure a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
system. The rationale, process, and methodology for the assessment 
will be stated at the commencement of the process in an initial report 
exhibited for public comment. The draft final report with 
recommendations on forest areas needed for the reserve system will be 
exhibited for public comment. The recommended areas will be protected 
from Jogging by moratorium until the completion of a comprehensive 
assessment of NSW forests and a decision by the NSW Government 
establishing a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
system. 

S. 	Establishment within the first three months of a. Carr Labor 
Government of a process for comprehensive assessment of native 



forests, with the assessment completed for the whole State by March 
1997. At the end of the assessment process the Government will 
dedicate a comprehensive, adequate and representative forest reserve 
system under legislation in accordance with the recommendations 
produced by the process. (Note: The structure, membership, contral and 
related aspects of this comprehensive assessment process are 
currently under discussion by the environment groups and our joint 
position will be advised in two weeks. The environment groups agree 
that the ALP's current proposals for an assessment process, as outlined 
by the ALP's spokesman on forestry policy at our last meeting, are 
wholly unacceptable). 

Establishment within the first three months of a Cart Labor 
Government, under legislation, of a Forest Practices Review Board 
charged with establishing a code of practice controlling logn 
lands of all tenures and regulating a ll  forestry operations 	FPRB 

(iuissume the role and operating proceduréiM Ni Regulatory and 
' Public Information CommUtee (RAPlC)th&aftcoeot -pratJ --iCo 

brèhiitedfor public comment before adoption. The code of practice 
is to be fully enforceable by third parties in the Land and Environment 
Court. The FPRB is to be comprised of representatives of State Forests, 
NPWS, EPA, Soil Conservation Service, Nature Conservation Council of 
NSW, CFMEU, Ecological Society of Australia and an independent (non 
government) chairperson. 

retention and full enforcement of all current envirQnmental 
controls in forest areas where logging is to continue, including stop 
work orders made under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 
environmental impact assessment, fauna impact assessment, soil 
conservation and pollution controls. 

an immediate direction to CALM and the Soil Conservation Service 
to fully resource, implement and enforce all private land clearing and 
land protection controls 1  including immediate gazettal of maps—for all 
protect-ed lands. 	2atk r)/oob.80( pttt la.nA tvio-1a 
#&-4L&s---ntep AjctJ-t" o c4r COLM 

,.pt 4o ra e-c'i aiX. ,nØt 
• 9. 	Establishment and implementation in the firstsix months of a. rgc,ancf. 

Carr Labor Government of a timber industry restructuring program with 
priority to those areas of the State where the existing timber industry . .avJ.&jstt 

may be affected by the 1995 new national park and wilderness area 
gazettals, The restructuring program is to be devised by a committee & 
comprising representatives of DoP, Premier's Office, State Forests 	sx qf prS.&Z4tL 
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(pine section), NPWS, two persons nominated by NCC, a nominee of the 
CFMEU, Local area consultations are to be undertaken. Key elements of 
the program will include: 

* 	
immediate negotiations with the federal government for funding 

assistance for timber industry restructuring; 

* 	provision of low conservation value native forest areas to meet 
transitional needs; 

* 	
comprehensive assessment of available resource (particularly 

pine plantations and native forest regrowth), value adding potential, 
review of logging quotas, investigation of alternative fibre sources; 

* 	
co-ordination of pine industry developments with withdrawal of 

native forest resources from industry; 

* 	open tendering process for identified forest resources and 
consultation with local communities prior to allocation; 

government assistance for milling and manufacturing based on 
small wood; 

* 	
government assistance for ecologically sustainable alternative 

industry and employment projects including those based on value 
adding, new national parks, ecotourism, local improvement programs; 

* 	
government assistance for new hardwood plantation projects; 

* 	
government assistance for structural adjustment packages 

including redundancy payments and acquisition of plant and equipment. 

10. In keeping with the principle of ecologically sustainable 
development, the precautionary principle and the commitment to 
conserve the State's biodiversfty, a pledge to phase ou'&dchippjng 
based on NSW native forests within the first term of aCarr Labor 
Governm,t. 

3 January 1995 
ENDS. 

I '  
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ELECTION PROMISES HISTORIC 
GAINS FOR ENVIRONMENT 

The NSW elections was characterised by a large imbalance in the 
quantity of environmental policies released by the major political 
parties. The Coalition effectively relinquished the policy contest, 
relying only on PR to fabricate a 'green image'. 

The ALP, by contrast, released quite thorough documents for a number 
of policy areas including Nature Conservation, Forests, Coastal 
Management, Energy and Waste Minimisation. The NSW Greens 
produced a lengthy document covering a wide policy spectrum, with 
strong environment policies, while the Democrats relied more on 
Federal policies, as well as the excellent environmental track record of 
Richard Jones MLC. 

QUIZZING THE PARTIES 

NCC's involvement in the NSW Election focused on the development 
and application of a questionnaire to test the commitment of parties 
facing election on a wide range of environmental issues. 

The content of the questionnaire was generated in a lengthy process 
which started early in 1994 with preparations for the 'Environment in 
Crisis' Conference This Conference, held in August '94, generated over 
100 unanimous policy motions which formed the basis for a 
questionnaire of over 130 carefully-worded questions in 23 policy areas. 
NCC sent the questionnaire to all registered political parties in January 
1995. 

Responses trickled back as late as early March. The ALP resonded as 
late as March 8th. The Coalition chose not to answer the 
questionnaire, responding instead with an invitation to NCC to 
nominate five representatives to a 'Special Taskforce on the 
Environment'.. 

PRE-ELECTION CONFERENCE 

On March 11th - a fortnight before the Election - NCC hosted another 
I 	 Conference for NSW environmentalists to consider the results of the 

questionnaire and other available policy materials, and to rank the 



parties according to the respective merits of their environmental 
polices. The Conference was addressed in the morning by NSW 
Environment Minister Chris Hartcher, the ALP's Environment 
Spokesperson Pam Allan, Upper House Greens candidate Ian Cohen, 
Democrat MLC Richard Jones and Manly Independent Dr Peter 
Macdonald. During the afternoon, attendance was restricted to bonn 
fide activists from NSW environment groups who were asked to carry 
out a policy evaluation in dosed session. 

The Conference split into six sections, each of which considered sevetal 
policy areas. In the final plenary report-back, the result became clear:• 
Greens and Democrats scorded highest in most policy areas, the ALP 
was ranked third (although in one or two policy areas, notably 
protection of urban bushland, it was ranked first). The Coalit ton came 
last in almost every policy area, and was ranked highest in only one: 
environmental education. 

CLEAR RESULT 

The result was hardly unexpected, but it was dear and easily 
communicable to press and public. It was sad that the Liberal/National 
Coalition failed to rise to the challenge of competing with the other 
parties - especially by not answering the the NCC Questionnaire. 
Inevitably it rated worst overall. Doing better next time - and avoiding 
the same outcome at the next Federal Election - is a challenge for both 
Coalition parties. 

The ALP benefitted from well-developed policies and an unequivocally 
positive response to more than 60 questionnaire questions, while the 
Greens and Democrats scored highest and won the strongest plaudits. 

ELECTION IMPACT 

To what extent these events helped determine the election outcome is a 
subject for debate. A Sydney Morning Herald report of the 
Questionnaire /Conference party ranking was letterboxed to many 
thousands of households in marginal electorates. The press generally 
accepted that a credible authority had carried out a fair and even-
handed evaluative process and arrived at a clear result. Consequently, 
media coverage of the Fahey Government's environmental 'initiatives' 
were typically rather sceptical, and few interested voters entered the 
booths on March 25th without a clear idea of the parties' respective 



environmental credentials. 

CHALLENGES AHEAD 

Looking to the future, the potential benefits of process will lie in seeing 
the NSW Parliament implement the extraordinary environmental 
reform agenda for which it lays the basis. To achieve the full benefits, 
vigiiance and hard work from the conservation movement will be 
needed over the coming three and a half years. 

Substantially this will be matter of ensuring that the Government 
implements its commitments in full. These include exciting pledges 
across a wide range of policy areas: endangered species, coastal 
protection, community right-to-know, planning and assessment etc. 

Several individual candidates and smaller parties also declared their 
hand by completing the questionnaire. Both Clover Moore and Peter 
Macdonald gave extremely positive responses, which would become 
fully potent were the Government ever to lose its one-seat advantage 
resulting once again in a hung Legislative Assembly. 

With regard to the new NSW upper chamber, three parties representing 
four MLCs answered the questionnaires with an overwhelmingly 
positive response:Ian Cohen (Greens), Richard Jones andLiz Kirby 
(Democrats), and Ian Corbett (Better Future for our Children). Four 
cross-benchers votes I plus the Government - is a majority of one in this 
Legislative Council. 

A CONTRACT FOR REFORM 

Hence in both chambers of the NSW Parliament, there is now a 
numerical majority commited to an unprecedented  program of 
progressive environmental reforms, including scores of specific 
environmental commitments systematically generated from the grass-
roots of the NSW environment movement via the NCC. 

There will be many pitfalls, but great gains for conservation in NSW are 
possible during the late 1990's if community pressure keeps politicians 
true to their commitments. 

883 words. 
Also need to include, in box form, the following commitments from the 
'Promises' Booklet: 4.1, 5.1, 6.1, 12.1, 15.2, 18.2, 22.1 
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• The ATO would redraft and upd a recommended categorisation of plant 
• and. equipmentby the new four ddpreciationcategories. Normally, business 

'voul&.adopt the ATO.guidelines, but would have the right to use a different 
classification for well argued different circumstances. 

• All plant and e uipment, regardless of the particular month in which it is. 
installed, would: be given a full year's depreciation claim in the initial yea. 

• To Simplify further the calculation o(depreciation, itis proposed that eristthtplant 
an&ecnipment be bmiughtintoiine with the new schedule. Otherwise,.some items 
will be treated under the 20% loading schedule;.. some under the 0One. Nation" 
schedule; some under the 1/3/5/10 schedule; and some under older depreciation 
regimes . . . 

Specifically, for existing plant and equipment, it is proposed that each business 
taxpayer be given the option to; 

retain current depreciation schedule; or 

apply the.new depreciation rate to the written down value of existing items 
using the diminishing balance methods; or  

H use a straightliae schedule applied, to the' written down value, with the 
remaining depreciation period gwen by riewtax life less years since installed. 

this proposal wouldbring forward effectively many.items now in the 20% loading 
.échedule to the time at which depreciation is claimable. 

'32 .: tHE RflUILD 'AUSTRAlIA FuND' 

àa1itoTL Governthent will allocate $3 billion to a Rebuild Australia Fund to 
enable large infrastructure projects of national economic merit, that would not be 
undeflaken by. the private sector in current circumstances, to. go ahead quickly.. 

We have appoined Mr John Ralph. ItO,: Chief Executive of CM Limited3 , as 
Chairman ota committàe to identify projects that the Fund might finance. 

Th€s..háve been repeated calls from the private sector and State Governments for 
thwCommonwealth Government to provide funding for .infrastructure projects. 

• The.Rebuild Auátrajiá Fund will be used to fund major'infrastructure projects such 
as educational centres, road buil4ing, airort upgrading, port development, and 
water storage and:reticulation. 

It :ja . envisaged that some projects undert ken. by the Commonwealth would. be  
operate4, on contract, by the private sector. Clearly, some of these projects coul4 
be .privatised. eventually. 
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Plantations 

PIantaziohforestry must be encouraged if there 
is to be an expanded industry and a 
sustainable balance between controlled 
harvesting in State forests adO plantations on 
private property.. 

The long delay between . planting and 
harvesting, even if the tax treatment is the 
same as for other forms of agriculture, is a 
significant dGincenvveto investment. 

However investors who plant trees in Australia 
ate uftn subjected to. inconsistent rufings by 
thetaxatson alice, particularly in regard to the 
definitions of wcapftC and •revenue. If the 
plantation is deemed capitar, deductions may 
be allowed only over a I 0-year period or even 
disallowed as Corning under •capital . gains' 
rather than 'income provisions. 

The c4aww 

• or,te a meeting &nnwi tie 
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to reoth c*w &SQza 
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lueflfëen:Ajgae. 

• 	7Tcxsc Blue Gteen,Algae is of concern to bath 
hutrAn and stock health and every elton must 

• 	. be taken. to reduce the amount of nutrients 
erfleflng the aver system. 
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FOREST DEVELOPMENT. 

Pasource Security 

The forestindust,y is ready to expand and has 
the. capacity to value-add to products in 
Australia and create .thQUSattUS of jobs, 
ptOvided it has resource.secupjry. 

It also has the capacity to reduce Australia's 
.trads deficit in timber products whicfl is about 

year- 

The The Coalition will promote sustSanable:torest 
development by providing consistent 
development guidelines which will promote 
both a growing economy and 'effective, 
envirOnment protection. 

The Coalition after coñsuftation with the 
industry; has already. introduced a private 
member. bill ;o give resource security. This 
will be enacted as a matter of urgency in 
Guvernmert 

This legislation will set a12-mornh tirtis omit on 
conservation anc heritage assessments and 
provide for compensation to bedeterminea If 
the resoug-ce..Is withdrawn after it has been 
Ieed. 

C. 
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!uS Disasters 

Arrangements to deal with natural disasters are 
at great Impoctance to 'nEal communitie, as 
they 2re directly affected by flood.. tirt drought 
.rc. 

Until recently all of ttwsè wero included in th e  
CoàperaiWe rederawstate Natural Di aster 
Relief Airengemerts. Howevir, the. Labor 
Government has removed drought from these 
arrangement. 

because of the gradual nature at the orvsct of 
drought, mire e juizfficatlon In uting 
Cr0 ugln assistance sqpflety from other 
.nalUral diSestaM an.ln the past this has been 
recognised. by Liberal and .Naionai Party 
Goyernmentt 

Drought policy must lrtcfude encouragement to 
farmers to adopt financial and ptiysical 
mngement practices to alleviate the impact 
of drought. 

• 	 O.PL)GH N.h.r.A. 	 FES.16.33 10:65 AM 	P.003 
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The Gonrnmern Istest aftem at an lED 
scheme aI$ow farmers to aiposit up to 

• $300,000. They are paid mm et on only 61 
$r.cern of their depoeit and there is á20 per 
Cent with haidir,g 5( when it Is wfthdrwn. 

The Government. has 	WZDkShSd Fm 
Managemerd. Bonds which Sallow fa,yneg to  
deposIt $80,000 and.bq paid interest on $0 per 
.g of ft. However these can onbe' 
withdrawn In cettalñ C rnstarca. d 
the.withdrawaj tax th.20 per cent. 

of a plantation Can 
• obtain deduofor the.costvf the trees and 

MUSt pay full tax on the yajue of thv.ts It 
Selling the plantation before.harvest. However. 
the buyer of an immature p3arnation who wants 

H 	•• 	reSeU.be!ore maturity does. not .cbtai any 
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INCOME STARIL1SA1ON . 

.11he rural sectcK Is character 	by 
'fluctuations In income rewlting from seasonal 

ØflØtjfl$ ant vagaries of kilemational 
flwkets. Thisrequlreg speciat measures to be 
instituted by hiduitry and government to essist 
incomeatabnity. 

This .nct• only benefits farmers but the rural 
..CQmflU1tties won which the faith. sector 

dQPends for Its seMces. It, also reduces the 
need for special  reIiM assistance. 

• . tEDs . should be an important incentive 10 
OnCOLMage; farmers to.. protect their Incomes 
from: trOugtit crOp taflure, 11004 and falis in 

no yprices.  

The Coalition recognisas ma for nonnal 
drought that Is prolpnged drY Periods 

- ._ Occurring evwy three to :fcur yeas%. these 
management strategies. and the Rural 
Adjustment Scbme are adequate... 

14 





kmcolnfp .doc 

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY AND 
OLD GROWTH FOREST AND WILDERNESS PROTECTION IN N.S.W. 

Following the informal meeting between officers of the 
N.P.W.S. and conservationists, the Colong Foundation 
makes the following, comments regarding the (National 
Forest Policy Strategy) 'N.F.P.S: 

1:. 	The N.P.W.S. wants to undertake Stage 2 (assessment 
of old growth forest for the S.E. and N.E. forests), 
prior to the definition of Stage 1 (identification 
of conservation criteria by DASET) and apparently 

• 	has, been encouraged to do so by peoie controlling 
the funds (eg. Toni Bigwood). This .suggess that the 
Commonwealth is keen to get the forest assessment 
job done. regardless of the order its done in. 

2. 	A number of points can be made in regard to stage 
lof the NFPS: 

The identification of appropriate conservation 
- 	 criteria is unlikely to be agreed to ainongs,t 

and within the various stakeholder interests; 

The proposed criteria are unlikely to 
' 	 cdrrespond with those chosen by the N.P.W.S 

for their proposed Stage 2 assessment studies 
of the N.E. and S.E. forests; 

c)' 	The wilderness identification criteria will. 
almost certainly be based on what has been done 
mother states (so that a national bveryiew is 
not loCt);  

The Colong Foundation strongly opposes the use 
of remoteness criteria in wilderness 
identification at will-advise DASET of its 
objections; 

The wildernesswhibh has been identified under 
the provisions of the Wilderness Act will not 
correspond with those identified by the 
foreshadowed national wilderness inventory 
approach. • The wilderness areas identified by 
the national wilderness inventory approach will 
almost certainly be smaller than those'already 
identified by the N.P.W.S. These already. 	- 
identified areas will be to some extent 
discredited by the new assessment, especially 

/ 



	

• 	as it will be'done by outside "independent' 

	

• 	consultants using computer to produce maps of 
various shades of green. The Cclong Foundation 
supports the use of the community controlled 

	

• 	Wilderness Act identification process and 
opposes expert' identification of wilderness. 
The Foundation has ample evidence to sustain 
its opposition to the foreshadowed national 
wilderness assessment (it is the reason why the 

	

• 	N.P.W.S. has held out so long on against the 

	

• 	. 	national wilderness methodology). 

The N.P.W.S. old growth forest assessment is based 
on a definition of old growth sihich considers 
woodlands and true foresli as forest. This, has 
important political implications. To say,' as the 
N:P.W.S. has, that there are 3.9 million hectares of 
forest north of Newcastle will reduce the apparent 
proportion of old growth forest in state forests 
proposed to be logged.. True forests have txees 
• greater than 25 metres high. The Forestry C'onimission 
has most Of the areas which grow these big .  trees. 
There are 359,000 ha. of old growth forest in state 
forests •(R.A.C.. final report figures). These big old 
trees are what the forest industry wants, it doesn't 
want' the stunted woodlands which comprise the bulk 
of the "forest' as described by the NPWS ,(the 
landholders want to clear some of these woodlands 
for 'grazing land). The woodlands should be assessed, 
but it is unwise and incorrect, to, describe them as 
forest. 

. The NFPS may be used by the Government to shore up 
Mark 2 of the Natural Resources' Package. We were 
saying in 1992 that the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act had all the 'powers available for open 
and public review of land use allocation. To be 
consistent, we have to explain how the 
implementation of NFPS can be married into the 
existing planning legislation framework. The 
wetlands SEPP set a precedent for this approach. In 
that case the NPWS did the wetland assessment, and 
the Dept. of Planning and Environment did the SEP. 

For the record, it was Mr. Tom McLoughlin of TWS who 
identified the loophole in the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection) Act 'which maybe used to ensure 
that the 'Schedule 1 and 2 areas remain in the 
moratorium even if other areas covered by the 
environmental assessments are logged. It was the 
Colong Foundation phoned Mr. Tony Bigwood of DASET 
on this matter and he obtained legal advice on what 
the Minister for. Planning nd the Director of.  
Planning may do in regard to moratoriums and the 
NFPS. 	• 

Conclusions: 
The N.S.W. Government is stuck with the NFPS. It cant 



pull out of it without being.seen as anti-conservation 
and irrational. The Minister for Planning, on the 
otherhand, is committed to determining the logging 
proposals. He apparently instructed the. Dept. of Planning 
to ignore the NFPS. when assessing the Forestry - 
Commission's logging proposals: Sources close to the 
Minister have said it is impossible for the Dept. of 
Planning to recommend national park reserves as consent 
conditions. The Colong Foundation has already challenged 
Minister Webster. regarding the NFPS and whether adequate, 
representative and secure conservation reserves willbe - 
established. Such reserves cannot be made under the 
provisions of the Forestry Act.. 

The National Party.is unlikely to concede a hectare of 
state forest as a secure reserve under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act. The Government is may embrace a 
moratorium of sorts. However, just ho.i much the forest 
industry will put up with before calling another forest 
resource lock-out is a moot point. 	. 	 -- 

The N.S.W. Government may try and implement the NPFS 
through Mark 2 of the Natural Resources Package.. This 
does not necessarily mean that mbratoriums, wilderness 
and OGF. assessments will not be implemented, however, 
they would be under the conti,ol of development orientated 
Government Departments. 

Our best option is to block the Natural Resources Package 
Mk. 2 and •seek to delay logging of key areas until a 
politically opportune moment. 

Colong Foundation 
February 16th, 1993 
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Environment groups' forests policy submission to Bob 
Carr MP leader of the NSW Parliamentary Labor Party. 

This statement has been agreed to by NCC, TEC, ACF, NPA, SEFCC, NEFA. 

The environment groups are seeking a comprehensive revision of ALP 
forestry policy. The ALP policy should give the following firm 
undertakings: 

the ALP's previously announced promises of new national parks 
and wilderness areas to be reaffirmed and all of the new areas to be 
dedicated within the first 12 months of a Carr Labor Government. 

immediate establishment of a moratorium on logging in all of the 
high conservation value forest compartments identified by 
Commonwealth Environment Minister Faulkner. This moratorium is to 
remain in effect until superseded by the further forest assessment and 
protection measures set out in (4) below. 

immediate establishment of a moratorium on logging in (a) 
unprotected wilderness areas as identified by the Director-General of 
National Parks and Wildlife, and (b) all remaining areas of unprotected 
old growth native forest. This moratorium is to remain in effect until 
the establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system protecting NSW native forest communities. 

an immediate direction to the NPWS to conduct, in co-operation 
with ANCA, a rapid assessment of all NSW native forests within a 
period of six months to identify those forest areas likely to be required 
to secure a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
system. The rationale, process, and methodology for the assessment 
will be stated at the commencement of the process in an initial report 
exhibited for public comment. The draft final report with 
recommendations on forest areas needed for the reserve system will be 
exhibited for public comment. The recommended areas will be protected 
from logging by moratorium until the completion of a comprehensive 
assessment of NSW forests and a decision by the NSW Government 
establishing a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
system. 

Establishment within the first three months of a Carr Labor 
Government of a process for comprehensive assessment of native 



e 

forests, with the assessment completed for the whole State by March 
1997.   At the end of the assessment process the Government will 
dedicate a comprehensive, adequate and representative forest reserve 
system under legislation in accordance with the recommendations 
produced by the process. (Note: The structure, membership, control and 
related aspects of this comprehensive assessment process are 
currently under discussion by the environment groups and our joint 
position will be advised in two weeks. The environment groups agree 
that the ALP's current proposals for an assessment process, as outlined 
by the ALP's spokesman on forestry policy at our last meeting, are 
wholly unacceptable). 

Establishment within the first three months of a Carr Labor 
Government, under legislation, of a Forest Practices Review Board 
charged with establishing a code of practice controlling logging on 
lands of all tenures and regulating all forestry operations. The FPRB 
will assume the role and operating procedures of the Regulatory and 
Public Information Committee (RAPIC). The draft code of practice is to 
be exhibited for public comment before adoption. The code of practice 
is to be fully enforceable by third parties in the Land and Environment 
Court. The FPRB is to be comprised of representatives of State Forests, 
NPWS, EPA, Soil Conservation Service, Nature Conservation Council of 
NSW, CFMEU, Ecological Society of Australia and an independent (non 
government) chairperson. 

retention and full enforcement of all current environmental 
controls in forest areas where logging is to continue, including stop 
work orders made under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 
environmental impact assessment, fauna impact assessment, soil 
conservation and pollution controls. 

an immediate direction to CALM and the Soil Conservation Service 
to fully resource, implement and enforce all private land clearing and 
land protection controls, including immediate gazettal of maps for all 
protected lands. 

Establishment and implementation in the first six months of a 
Carr Labor Government of a timber industry restructuring program with 
priority to those areas of the State where the existing timber industry 
may be affected by the 1995 new national park and wilderness area 
gazettals. The restructuring program is to be devised by a committee 
comprising representatives of DoP, Premier's Office, State Forests 



(pine secion), NPWS, two persons nominated by NCC, a nominee of the 
CFMEU. Local area consultations are to be undertaken. Key elements of 
the program will include: 

* 	
immediate negotiations with the fed 'ral rvernment for funding 

assistance for timber industry restructuring 

* 	
provision of low conservtion value native forest areas to meet 

transitional needs; 

* 	
comprehensive assessment of available resource (particularly 

pine plantations and native 'orest regrowth), value adding potential, 
review of logging quotas, investigation of alternative fibre sources; 

* 	
co-ordination of pine industry developments with withdrawal of 

native forest resources from industry; 

* 	
open tendering process for identified forest resou ;es and 

consultation with local communities prior to allocation; 

* 	
government assistance tnr milling and manufacturing based on 

small wood; 

* 	
government assistanct for ecologically sustainable alternative 

industry and employment projects including those based on value 
adding, new national parks, ecotourism, local improvement programs; 

* 	
government assistance for new hardwood plantation projects; 

* 	
government assistance for structujal adjustment packages 

including redundancy payments and acquisition of plant and equipment. 

10. In keeping with the principle of ecologically sustainable 
development, the precautionary principle and. thecor mitment to 
co !c trve the State's biodiversity, a pledge to phase 	t woodchipping 
based on NS%A native forests within the first term ot a Carr Labor 
Government. 

.4 

3 January 1995 
ENDS. 



Our Forests: 

Facts and Figures 
How Much Forest Do We Have? 

• Forest covers 5.3% of the 
continent: 
- 43% of the forest area existing 
at the time of European 
settlement has been cleared or 
severely modified. 

• Australia has an estimated 40.7 
million ha, or about 5.3% of the 
total land surface, reserved for 
conservation purposes. The 
current forested component of 
this reserved area was estimated 
by ABARE (1993) as 
approximately 6.6 million ha or 
16.2% of the total area under 
forest. 

• Australia has 40.7 million 
hectares of native forest: 
-29.8% in state forests, of which 
around two-thirds is available 
for wood production 
-16.2% in conservation reserves 
-26.3% in other crown lands 
-27.7% in private forests 
-only three per cent is controlled 
by the Commonwealth 
Government. 
Forest types* and areas in 
Australia are as follows: 

Forest type 	% of Forested 
Area 

Rainforest 8 
Wet Eucalypt 29 
Dry Eucalypt 14 

4i AUSTRALIA 

Department of the 

LNVIKONMEN I 

SPORT and 
I 

TIRRITORIES 

Dry forest and 
woodland 	 48 

River red gum forest 

How Much Forest is Protected? 

There are approximately 3.2 
million ha of forest and 
woodland in World Heritage 
areas. The remainder of 
reserved forest is located in a 
number of different types of 
reserves administered by the 
various states and territories. 

• Approximately 85% of the 
remaining rainforest is in 
conservation reserves, but less 
than 10% of some drier forest 
types are reserved. 

There are currently 713 places 
containing forests listed on the 
Register of the National Estate, 
amounting to a total of 
approximately 4% of Australia's 
land mass. Many of the places 
listed are within existing 
reserves. 

Plantations 

There are approximately one 
million hectares of plantations 
-90% softwood 
-106/6 native hardwood. 

• Plantations are expanding at 
about 30 000 hectares a year. 



Recycling 

Recycled fibre now represents 
48% of the total fibre used to 
make paper in Australia. This is 
a record level and represents a 
13% increase in the quantity of 
wastepaper being recycled since 
1992. This level of recycling has 
been estimated to lead to 
corresponding savings of the 
order of $80 million a year for 
local authorities in waste 
disposal costs. 

When recently announced 
investments in new paper 
recycling plants totalling $160 
million come on stream, over 
50% of the total fibre used in the 
production of paper products 
will be torn waste paper. 

How is the Timber Used? 

Over 85 000 people are directly 
employed in growing and 
harvesting wood and the 
manufacture and processing of 
wood and paper products: 
-the industry has an annual 
turnover of about $10 billion, 
-contributing about 1% to Gross 
Domestic Product. 

—with the hardwood mills being 
generally small scale, and the 
softwood mills being large and 
integrated with other 
processing. 

Australia has 21 mills producing 
pulp or paper products 
—7 pulp and paper mills (NSW 1, 
Vic 1, OLD 1, Tas 3, SA 1) 
-12 paper mills (QLD 2, NSW 3, 
Vic 5, WA 2) 
—2 pulp mills (Vic 1, SA 1). 

• Australia produced 1 544 000 m 3  
of hardwood and 1 899 000 m 3  of 
softwood sawn timber in 
1993-94. 

The 1993-94 trade figures show 
that total exports of forest 
products were $859 million, 
of which 53% were woodchips 
and 25% paper and paperboard 
products: 
—total imports were $2 639 
million 
-of which 48% was paper, 
mainly from North America, 
Finland, New Zealand, Japan 
and Germany 
-and 34% of paper imports was 
from North America and 
New Zealand 
—the trade deficit in forest 
products was $1 780 million. 

• Forest type information is drawn from figures 	- 

zblished in the Final Revort  of the Resource 
sessment Commission $ Forest and Timber 

Inquiry. Figures on forest cover, type and 
tenure are currently beins  checked revised for 
inclusion in the forthcoming State of the Forests 
Report 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

• In 1993-94 Australia produced 
77% of its sawntimber needs 
-native forests provide 
approximately 45% of this, the 
balance is from softwood 
plantations 
—imported sawntimber is mostly 
Douglas Fir from North 
America, and Radiata Pine from 
New Zealand. 

• In 1992-93 there were 1175 
hardwood mills and 230 
softwood mills 

Our Forests: An Information Kit 	 November 1994 



Our Forests: 

Depnni'eat of the 
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Export of Woodchips 
Woodchips from native forests are 
currently exported from seven 
locations around Australia: 
Triabunna, Bell Bay and Burnie in 
Tasmania; Geelong in Victoria; 
Eden and Newcastle in New South 
Wales, and Bunbury in Western 
Australia. 

Australian woodchip exporters are 
currently licensed to export 5.675 
million tonnes of hardwood chips 
and 1.4 million tonnes of softwood 
chips. 

Shared Objective 

At the July 1991 Special Premiers 
Conference, the Commonwealth 
and all State and Territory 
governments announced the shared 
objective of "phasing out woodchip 
exports from native forests in 
favour of downstream processing of 
the resource (pulp and paper mills) 
by the year 2000, such projects 
being subject to environmental and 
economic assessments. Woodchip 
export approvals will be considered 
on a case by case basis with full 
regard to the objective that 
Australia achieves the fullest 
possible return from its forest 
resources." 

Domestic value-added processing of 
woodchips will provide jobs to 
Australians, increase regional 
economic growth and reduce 

Australia's deficit in timber 
products, pulp and paper. 

Export Control Act 1982 

The Commonwealth Government 
has an interest in achieving the 
efficient and effective management 
of the nation's resources, including 
forests and forest products. 
Controls on the export of 
woodchips are in place under the 
Export Control Act 1982. 

The Commonwealth Government 
uses its export powers to ensure 
that the industry operates in an 
environmentally sound manner, 
that the price received is adequate 
and that woodchips are not 
exported if they are needed by 
domestic processors. 

Commonwealth environmental 
impact assessment of proposals for 
woodchip exports is carried out in 
accordance with the Administrative 
Procedures under the Environment 
Protection (Tmpact of Proposals) Act 
1974 (the Act). 

Ministerial Responsibility 

The Minister for Resources, who 
issues woodchip export licences, is 
responsible for deciding 
environmental significance and, 
therefore, for initiating assessment 
action under the Act regarding 
those licences. The Minister for the 
Environment has responsibility for 



providing advice to the Minister for 
Resources on the consei4ation 
implications of export woodchip 
operations. 

Under Government policy, the 
Minister for the Environment is also 
required to provide the Minister for 
Resources with advice on the 
applicability of the National Forest 
Policy Statement to the export 
licences. 

The Australian Heritage 
Commission also provides advice to 
the Minister for Resources under 
section 30 of the Australian Heritage 
Commission Act 1975. 

The 'Conservation Strategy within the 
National Forest Policy Statement' 
factsheet provides information on 
mechanisms to facilitate the interim 
protection of old-growth and 
wilderness forest likely to have high 
conservation value in the context of 
the 1995 woodchip export licence 
renewals process. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

Endangered Species 

Under the Endangered Species 
Protection Act 1992, the Minister for 
Resources is required to ensure that 
licences do not threaten with 
extinction, or significantly impede 
the recovery of an endangered 
species. The Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency is involved in 
providing advice on the impact of 
forestry operations on endangered 
species. 

The National Forest Policy 
Statement 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
explains that 'at present the 
Commonwealth Government 
approves the export of unprocessed 
wood and woodchips from 
integrated harvesting operations 
and sawmill residues, subject to 
controls aimed at ensuring that 
environmental values are protected, 
that the price obtained is consistent 
with prevailing world market 
prices, and that unprocessed wood 
is not exported if it is commercially 
feasible to process and add value to 
it in Australia". 
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The three levels of government in 
Australia have specific interests 
and responsibilities for forest 
management. 

State and Territory governments 
have primary responsibility for 
forest management, including 
public and private forests. This is 
in recognition of the constitutional 
responsibility of the States for land 
use decisions and their ownership 
of large areas of forest. 

Local governments have 
responsibilities for local land use 
planning and rating systems, 
which affect public and private 
forest management and use. 

Commonwealth involvement in the 
forestry.industry. 	is limited largely 
to the approval of woodchip export 
licences. Responsibility for this lies 
with the Minister for Resources. 
Under current Commonwealth 
procedures, the Minister for the 
Environment has an advisory role 
in determining the conditions 
attached to woodchip export 
licences. The Australian Heritage 
Commission also provides advice 
in relation to the obligations under 
Section 30 of the Australian Heritage 
Commission Act 1975. 

The Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency is involved 

in providing advice on the impact 
of forestry operations on 
endangered species. 

A Nation of Stakeholders 

Our forests benefit every 
Australian in some way. They are 
anintegral element of our 
biodiversity; they provide 
enjoyment and pleasure; and they 
provide employment. 

Apart from government, forest 
industries and unions share the 
responsibility of managing our 
forests in an ecologically 
sustainable manner. 

There are also hundreds of 
community-based groups across 
the country that take an active role 
in conserving our forests. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport 

and Territories 
Tel: 06 274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 
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Our Forests: 

r 
Conservation StEategy Within 
the National Forest Policy Statement 
The Conservation Goals 

The conservation goals of the 
National Forest Policy Statement 
include the maintenance of an 
extensive and permanent native 
forest estate in Australia and the. 
management of that estate in an 
ecologically sustainable manner. 
This is to achieve the conservation 
of the full suite of values that forests 
provide for current and future 
generations 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
describes the range and importance 
of these values: "The protection of 
the full range of forest ecosystems 
and other environmental values is 
fundamental to ecologically 
sustainable forest management. It 
entails the maintenance of the 
ecological processes that sustain 
forest ecosystems, the conservation 
of the biological diversity associated 
with forests (particularly 
endangered and vulnerable species 
and communities), and the 
protection of water quality and 
associated habitats." 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
has recognised the importance of 
old growth forest and 

wilderness, and established a 
strategy to conserve and manage 
areas of old growth and wilderness 
as part of the reserve system. 

It has been agreed, within the 
National Forest Policy Statement, that 
comprehensive, adequate reserve 
systems to protect old-growth forest 
and wilderness values will be in 
place by the end of 1995 for public 
land and by the end of 1998 for 
private land, providing there is 
satisfactory agreement by the 
Commonwealth and States. For old-
growth forest, the nature 
conservation reserve systems will 
be the primary means of protection, 
supported by complementary 
management outside reserves. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
contains the further agreement that, 
until assessments are completed, 
forest management agencies will 
avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of 
old-growth forest or wilderness that 
are likely to have high conservation 
value. 



It also provides for sympathetic 
management.of old-growth forest 
values in areas outside the reserve 
system. 

Regional Forest Agreements 

It is envisaged that the processes set 
out in the National Forest Policy. 
Statement will lead to a single 
agreement between the 
Commonwealth and the States 
relating to their obligations for 
forests in a region. 

These Regional Forest Agreements. 
would cover the full range of 
Commonwealth and State 
obligations including assessments 
of the environmental and heritage 
values of regional forests, and 
assessment of the economic 
opportunities and social impacts of 
alternative uses of these forest 
areas. 	 .. - 

The full range of the 
Commonwealth's environmental 
and heritage obligations include 
assessment of national estate values, 
World Heritage values, Aboriginal 
heritage values, environmental 
impacts, and obligations relating to 
international conventions, including 
those for protecting endangered 
species and biological diversity: 

Regional Forest Agreements will 
provide an opportunity to ensure 
protection of important 
conservation values as well as 
providing greater certainty of 
resource supply to industry. 

Comprehensive Regional 
Assessments 

In order to meet all Commonwealth 
and State obligations for the 
forested areas of a region, a number 
of assessments will be necessary. 
These assessments can be achieved 
by a sthglè comprehehivé process 
which is identified in the National 
Forest Policy Statement as a 
Comprehensive Regional 
Assessment. 

Comprehensive Regional 
Assessments will involve the 
collection and evaluation of the full 
range of environmental and 
heritage aspects of forests in the 
region. 

Where there is a Commonwealth 
interest in an environmental matter 
the Commonwealth may accredit a 
State's environment related 
processes. The Commonwealth will 
negotiate with individual States on 
the elements of the State process 
that may be accredited and 
determine whether any additional 
information and assessments are 
necessary 

If Governments agree that the 
process of accreditation is unlikely 
or unable to meet all the obligations 
of the Commonwealth, other 
measures, such as comprehensive 
regional assessments will be used. 

Plantations 

Plantations can play.a role in 
relieving pressure on native forests, 
while at the same time offering. 
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significant expansion of the 
industry's resource base. 

There are approximately one 
million hectares of plantations in 
Australia. Softwood plantations 
(mainly pine) account for 90% of the 
total area while hardwood 
plantations (predominantly 
Eucalypt) make up the remaining 
10%. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 
recognises that plantations provide 
a wide range of commercial, 
environmental and aesthetic 
benefits to the community. The 
National Forest Policy Statement 
contains a number of initiatives that 
will assist plantation development 
including: 
• the development of 

demonstration plantations on 
farms and the provision of 
extension services; and 

• research for plantations and 
agroforestry. 

Significant progress towards the 
implementation of these initiatives 
has been made at the 
Commonwealth and State and 
Territory levels of government. 

Pulp and Paper 

Pulp for paper and paper products 
can be produed using a wide range 
of fibre. The most frequently 
utilised source of pulp for these 
products at present is wood. 

In Australia, the virgin fibre for 
many types of paper and paper 
products, such as newsprint, tissue 
paper and paperboard and 

packaging products is sourced 
mainly from pine plantation. 

Because of its pulping qualifies and 
short fibres, Eucalypts are the most 
favoured tree species for fine paper 
making. Woodchips produced as 
by-products from integrated sawlog 
harvesting operations in native 
forests, are the main virgin fibre 
source for fine paper making. 

Australia is now a world leader in 
recycling of waste paper. Waste 
paper represents 48% of the total 
fibre used in the production of 
paper products in Australia, with 
the remainder being sourced from 
domestic plantations, native forests 
and imported fibre. However, 
waste paper can only be recycled 
about five times as its strength 
declines each time it is recycled. 
Therefore, virgin fibre must 
continually be added to the process. 

When recently announced 
investments in new paper recycling 
plants totalling $160 million come 
on stream, over 50% of the total 
fibre used in the production of 
paper products will be from waste 
paper. 

The technology exists to produce 
pulp and paper from alternative 
materials, such as straw, bagasse, 
kenaf and cotton linters. The latter 
is already fully utilised as a paper 
making fibre source by toilet tissue 
manufacturers. A frequently 
suggested alternativç source is 
hemp, which contains extremely 
long fibres and has a rapid growth 
rate when compared to timber. 
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While there are environmental 
advantages to the use of alternative 
pulp sources, there are a number of 
other considerations which must be 
taken into account. 

These include the nature of the 
waste product and, in relation to 
straw, the value of its use for 
papermaking in comparison to its 
value for soil conservation if left 
untouched. It is important that the 
associated environmental and 
economic issues be addressed when 
promoting the use of alternative 
pulp sources. 

The environmental advantages of 
using alternative pulp sources relate 
primarily to reducing the pressure 
on Australia's native forests, and 
the often more environmentally 
benign by-products of the pulping 
processes used. 

The Commonwealth has developed 
environmental guidelines for new 
pulpmills, designed to avoid any 
adverse imjacts from pulpmill 
effluents and emissions. The 
approach used in the guidelines is 
internationally acknowledged as an 
appropriate model. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 003 803 772 
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National Leadership 
Commonwealth Obligations 

The Commonwealth Government is 
responsible for coordinating a national 
approach to both environmental and 
industry development issues. 

Commonwealth obligations include 
assessment of national estate values, 
World Heritage values, Aboriginal 
heritage values, endangered species, 
environmental impacts, and obligations 
relating to international conventions, 
iqcluding those for protecting biological 
diversity and wetlands of international 
significance. 

Legislation 

A range of legislation provides a basis for 
Commonwealth involvement in land use 
and forest management issues, including: 

World Heritage Properties.  
Conservation Act 1983 
Export Control Act 1982 
Australian Heritage Commission Act 
1975 
Environment Protection (Impact of 
Proposals) Act 1974 
Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers 
Act 1975 
Endangered Species Protection Act 
1992. 

The Commonwealth Government has an 
interest in achieving the efficient and 
effective management of the nation's 

resources, including forests and forest 
products. Controls on the export of 
woodchips are in place under the Export 
Control Act 1982. 

Improving Knowledge and 
Management 

The Commonwealth has taken a major 
role in developing policies which will 
achieve ecologically sustainable 
management of Australia's forests. It has 
also introduced a number of initiatives 
over the past decade, and provided 
substantial funding to improve our 
knowledge of Australia's native forests 
and their management. These include: 

National Rainforest Conservation 
Program 
National Forest Inventory 
National Wilderness Inventory 
Surveys of old growth forests 
Comprehensive Regional 
Assessment Program 
Australian Heritage Commission 
Regional Assessment Program 
Agreement between the 
Commonwealth and NSW 
Governments on the South East 
Forests Region of NSW 
East Gippsland Forest Agreement 

Over the past six years the 
Commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments have developed a range of 
initiatives for the future of Australia's 
forests. 
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These initiatives are a direct response to 
advice given to the Government through 
the Resource Assessment Commission 
Forest andTimber Inquiry; the 
Ecologically Sustainable Development 
working group on forests and the 
National Plantations Advisory 
Committee report 'Integrating Forestry 
and Farming'. 

The National Forest Policy Statement 

In December 1992 the National Forest 
Policy Statement was endoredby the 
Commonwealth and all mainland 
governments. The National Forest Policy 
Statement lays the foundation for 
consistent forest management and 
protection across Australia, and for closer 
cooperation between governments. It 
provides for improved protection of 
environmental values, increased value-
added wood processing, and greater 
emphasis on plantations. It also 
provides, through a joint 
Commonwealth/State Comprehensive 
Regional Assessment process and the 
development of a Regional Forest 
Agreement, a mechanism to ensure the 
protection of important conservation 
values and to assist planning certainty. 

The Commonwealth has an international 
responsibility to protect and conserve 
these areas, while allowing them to be 
used in ways that do not damage or 
threaten their universal values. 

Register of the National Estate 

Forests may also be listed on the Register 
of the National Estate. Listing serves to 
alert people that the particular natural, 
cultural or Aboriginal heritage values of 
the area are of national significance. A 
Commonwealth Minister is required not 
to approve action which would damage 
the values of a listed place unless there is 
no prudent and feasible alternative. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 

World Heritage 

The Commonwealth Government has 
also identified and conserved special 
areas of outstanding value by having 
them included on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. This gives world-wide 
recognition to the universal value of 
these places. 

World Heritage sites containing 
significant areas of high conservation 
forest include the Wet Tropics World 
Heritage area in north Queensland, the 
Central Eastern Rainforests of Australia, 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage area and Fraser Island. 
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Australia's forests and the species 
that inhabit them have suffered 
significant decline and extinction 
over the past 200 years. 

Clearing of native vegetation can 
result in the loss of tree cover and 
in a significant loss of biodiversity. 
It can also add to land degradation 
problems, for example by increasing 
the sediment loads in our rivers. 
Tree planting cannot replace all the 
biocliversity values, particularly the 
habitat values, that are lost when 
large areas of native vegetation are 
cleared. 

Deforestation and Vegetation 
Clearance 

Since European settlement 
approximately half of Australia's 
forests have been cleared or 
severely modified for farming and 
urban development (43 per cent 
according to the Australian 
Surveying and Land Information 
Group). 

Native vegetation clearance has 
occurred throughout Australia and 
has been particularly evident in the 
eastern half and south-west corner 
of the continent. 

Vegetation clearance and tree 
decline cause the loss of native• 
plants and animals. These impacts 
can be especially pronounced at the 
local level. For instance leading to 
the local extinction of certain 
species. Introduced species also 
contribute to this decline. 

Vegetation clearance can lead to the 
xposure of soils, which makes the 

soils susceptible to erosion. 
Removal of trees can lead to rising 
water.tables, resulting in water-
logging and salinity. 

Disturbance of forest ecosystems 
can allow for the invasion or spread 
of weed species. 

Vegetation clearance can also 
promote the spread of diseases. The 
insidious dieback fungus Phytophora 
poses a threat to whole forests and 
other ecosystems as well as many 
endangered species. 

Although rates of deforestation 
have slowed, clearing still occurs in 
many parts of Australia, 
particularly in rangelands and 
woodlands. 

Extensive clearing and vegetation 
modification continues to result in 
severe reduction and fragmentation 



of the mallee, mulga and brigalow 
woodlands. 

The Australian and New Zealand 
Environment and Conservation 
Council has listed habitat 

• destruction as one of the main 
factors leading to extinction of 
species in Australia. The spread of 
two other factors, introduced 
predators and introduced 
herbivores, has in many cases been 
advanced by land clearing or 
vegetation modification. 

About three quarters of our 
rainforests have been cleared since 
European settlement, mainly for 
agriculture. With protection and 
good management, the remaining 
rainforests can be conserved and 
some can expand to reoccupy 
cleared land. 

Further information: 
Community Information Unit 
Department of the Environment, Sport and 

Territories 
Tel: 06274 1221 or (toll free) 008 803 772 
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C-.  

CONSERVATION REPRESENTATIVES ON THE FOREST POLICY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ASK, AS A MATTER OF URGENCY: 

1/ That the Premier, the Minister for Land & Water Conservation, 
the Commissioner for Forests and the NSW Government as a 
whole: 

abide by the cOnservation commiti -nentâ of the National Forest 
Policy Statement. 

issue a public statement reaffirming their commitment to abiding 
by the the conservation commitments of the National Forest Policy 
Statethent, with specific reference to ensuring (c) below. 

ensure that, within NSW, " 

in view of uncertainty caused by the events described in 2 (a) 
below, accept that forthwith the onus of proof as to which areas of 
old growth and wilderness forests are unlikely to have high 
conservatign value lies with the proponents - not the opponents - 
of any proposed logging activity. 

make public the methodology used within NSW to ensure 
compliance with the, relevant clause of the NFPS and also make 
public and easily available a list of the specific areas of native 
forest in which immirkent logging activity is planned. 

2/ .That the Premier and Minister for Land & Water Conservation: 

•(a) provide a valid explanation as to why lbgging of high 
conservation value old growth forest in compartment 579 of Wild 
Cattle Creek was permitted in breach of the NFPS commitment 
cited in 1 (c) above. (It is relevant here that Mr Kim Ritmán, a 
member of staff within CALM, who had been appointed via a 
dispute mediation process, established that the logging area was 
old growth forest, and further that the NPWS had identified the 
area as of high conservation value. A list of documents and 
correspondence containing relevant background on this issue are 
available). 

(b) ensure that this continuing breach be halted, by ordering an 
immediate cessation of logging in the remaining high 
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conservation value old growth areas of the Compartment 579. 

3/ That the Premier and Minister for Land & Water Conservation 
prohibit logging operations approved by the Minister for Planning 
in identified high conservation value old growth and wildeiness 
forests in the Kempsey, \'Yauchope, Glen Innes and Wingham 
Management Areas (following recent determination of BIS's for 
those areas). 

4/ That with regard to implementation of the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection) Act in the Eden Management Area: 

the Cdmmission for Forests an& the Managing Director of State 
Forests ensure that, consistent with their statements at the 1sF 
August meeting of the.Forestry Policy Advisory Committee, no 
further logging is permitted in moratorium areas at least until 
determination of the next lETS for the Eden Management Area, 
and that logging is confined to areas identified as 'lesser 
conservation value' in the inter-departmental process preceding 
enactment of TI(IP) Act amendment. 

the Ministe; for Land & Water Conservation issued a public 
pledge, in keeping with his second reading speech when the 
TI(IP)Act was exi:ended to the Eden Manaaement Area, affirming 
that logging activity in the EMA will be constrained in the manner 
described above. 

These concerns are exptessed as requests, but the NSW Government 
shduld be aware that the community's faith in the integrity of the 
Government, and specifically in the Government's commitment to the 
National Forest Policy Statement - the only forest policy whicji it has - 
is seriously in jeopardy. As the NFPS was signed by the Premier, we 
believe that his personal credibility is at stake, although the integrity of 
the Minister for Land and Water Conservation, the Commissioner for 
Forests and the Managing Director of State Forests are also at issue. 

In seeking the above, we ask no more than that the Government abides 
by its own policy, and that the Minister for Land and Water 
Conservation and senior government officials keep their word. 

The eyes of the NSW conservation movement will be focused on the 
Government's response, sotght by Monday November 7th at the 
latest, c/a The Nature Conservation Council, 39 George St., The Rocks 
2000. 



SIGNED, Mon, 17 Oct 1994 

Dailan Pugh (North East Forest Alliance) 

Lyb Orrego (North Coast Environment Council) 

1 

Steve Jago (South East Forests Conservation Council) 

Sjd WaJicer (Nature Conservation Council of NSW) 

,c. 
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NATURE CONSERUATION COUnCIL. I OFNSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: . (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE...Wed, 5 Oct 1994 

CONSERVATIONISTS DEMAND FAHEY 
INTERVENES TO STOP BREACHES OF. 

NATIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT 

Conservation representatives on the NSW Government'sI 'Forestry 
Policy Advisory Committee' (FPAC) demand direct intervention from 
Premier John Fahey to stop logging of high conservation value forests, 
which is.in  violation of the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

"The NFPS was signed by Premier John Fahey in December 1992. To 
date, the NSW Government's prOgress in achieving the conservation 
pledges of the NPPS ha been pitifully slow - and in .practice the NIPS 
has, been little more than a recipe for 'business as usual" said Sid 
Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation Council .of.NSW 
and one of the four conservation representatives on the FPAC. 

"NoW evidence has come to light that Minister for Forests GeOrge 
Souris has authorised blatant breaches of the NFPS, and may have 
misled Parliament over plans to continue logging high conservation 
value forests in the south east forests" said Mr Walker. 

"On the north coast, in the Dorrigo. Management Area at Wild Cattle 
Creek State Forest, a particularly outrageous example of .  an  NFPS 
violation is continuing, as trees up to 2,000 years old are logged 
destroying potential habitat for over50 threatened specieW" said Lyn 
Orrego, a Co-Ordinator for the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) and 
FPAC conservation representative. 	. 

"tn an attempt to avoid, conflict over this area, an independent 
arbitrator was agreed upon between the North East Forest Alliance and 
State Forests. He concluded that NEFA was correct in its assessment 
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that the area (Compartment 579) is substantially unlogged old growth 
forest. The National Parks & Wildlife have also indicated that the area 
has high conservation value and should be reserved under the terms of 
the NFPS" Ms Orrego added. 

"Yet logging continues, in spite of all appeals, protests and the arrest 
last week of Parliamentarian Richard Jones. Minister Souris has 
ignored expert advice and claims the logging is legitimate" she said. 

"It is particularly ironic that this logging in Wild Cattle Creek is not 
even to supply local sawmills and sustain local employment. These 
magnificent and ancient trees are being trucked to the Boral sawmill at 
South Grafton, many miles away" she added. 

"The patience of the NSW community is rurming out over continuing 
mismanagement of our native forests" said Mr Walker. 

"We appeal directly to the Premier to take a precautionary approach - 
as required by the NFPS - and stop logging in all old growth forests 
likely to have high conservation value throughout the State - especially 
in Compartment 579 Wild Cattle Creek and in the South East Forests 
'moratorium' areas" Mr Walker said. 

"Failure to do so would destroy the Premier' own credibility over forest 
management in NSW. The NIPS - the only forest policy which NSW 
has - bears his personal signature" Mr Walker concluded. 

For further infonnation contact: Sid Walker 02 247 4206 (w) 02 305 090 (h) 



1. 
SPEECH BY SENATOR JOHN FAULKNER 

MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, SPORT AND 
TERRITORIES 

ALP CONFERENCE : HOBART 
29 SEPTEMBER 1994 

Anyone listing issues which Australians really care about must acknowledge the 
environment has a central place on our political agenda. While issues come and 
go, the interesting thing about the environment, is that since it appeared as a real 
concern in the eighties, it has remained fairly and squarely in the public 
consciousness. 

In fact a number of recent opinion polls point to a stronger and growing 
concern for the protection of the environment. It is one of a group of issues, 
including health and education, that rank second only to unemployment as an 
issue of current concern. But by a long shot it is the issue people feel will be 
the most important in ten years time. 

Growing concern is paralleled by increasing community awareness, 
sophistication and expectations about the environment 

This is demonstrated conclusively by ANOP research which was commissioned 
by my Department last year. The results reinforce other poll results which 
indicate the community shows a clear appreciation of the impact of the 
environment on quality of life and on future generations. They also show clear 
support for Commonwealth leadership in this area. 

Sixty three percent believe the Commonwealth should set national standards on 
air and water quality and about the same number believe there should be 
national action to protect flora and fauna. 

We need to recognise the environment is still firmly on the agenda and will 
remain there. 

In the community, we have seen an explosion in the number of people directly 
involved in community based environment protection activities.. 
The success of Clean Up Australia, Landcare and other programs such as One 
Billion Trees and Save the Bush have involved tens of thousands of Australians 
in "hands on" activities. 

And there are a host of lesser-known activities. For example, about 20,000 
people now participate in a community based program that monitors water 
quality. And in NSW, about 140 schools regularly check their local waterways. 
Nothing raises awareness like this direct participation. 



These farmers, students, tree planters, and clean up squads are demanding an 
equal commitment from governments. But even those who aren't directly 
involved are becoming increasingly vocal about the state of our environment. 
Often for good reason. 

They expect their drinking water to be safe. They expect to be able to fish and 
swim at the beach and in rivers. They demand clean air and reasonable noise 
levels. 

Our Labor Government has recognised the importance attached to the 
environment by the Australian people. And it has reflected this in its policies, 
priorities and actions. Since the decision to save the Franklin in 1983, there are 
many examples to demonstrate the Government's green credentials. 

We protected Queensland's Wet Tropics rainforests and we have recently 
committed $11.5 to a Daintree Rescue Package. We doubled the size of Kakadu. 
We listed the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. We established the 
Environment Protection Agency. We led the international fight to protect 
Antarctica from mining and to establish the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. 

And then there are all the examples of the things we didn't do. The decision not 
to mine Coronation Hill. The decision not to relocate the naval armaments depot 
to Jervis Bay and the decision n ot to allow mineral exploration or mining at 
Shoalwater Bay. 

These are just a few of the highlights in a decade of achievement. 

None were easy decisions. As a Government, we must weigh carefully the 
benefits and costs of each proposal. In the case of Shoalwater Bay, for example, 
the costs of a ban on mining against the benefits of preserving a special, natural 
environment. This Government can rightly be judged on where it comes out on 
such difficult decisions. And time and again, we have come out on the side of 
the environment and good sense. 

Environmental issues do not really fit into the classic 'development versus 
conservation' mould. Increasingly we recognise that the value judgements we're 
accustomed to making in such cases are flawed. We under-value, or sometimes 
even fail to recognise, the long-term costs like loss of biodiversity, land 
degradation and water salinity. Too often, we see jobs and conservation as 
being mutually exclusive. 

Again, the Shoalwater Bay decision is a good example of how things have 
changed. While the mining industry was disappointed with the result, the 
Government's decision was welcomed by the fishing industry, by the local 
councils and by the vast majority of the community. It was seen as a win which 
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will protect local jobs. For the Australian Defence Force, who have a military 
training facility at Shoalwater Bay, it was also an important decision. 

Contrary to the rhetoric, the area was not simply 'locked up ' . It remains an area 
which will continue to bring benefit - including jobs - to the local and regional 
communities and the Australian Defence Force, consistent with the protection of 
its undoubted environmental values. 

The Ecologically Sustainable Development Strategy is relevant in this regard. It 
aims to establish an accord between environmental and economic objectives by 
integrating both into decision-making. ESD cannot be an isolated process. It 
must become a way of thinking, an automatic reflex in decision-makers at all 
levels - in government and business. We've obviously got a long way to go 
before we get to that point, but progress is being made. 

The concept of green jobs is a good example of ESD at work. 

Green jobs come in many forms. They include jobs which redress past 
environmental damage and jobs which have a relatively neutral impact on the 
environment such as ecotourism. Green jobs also include those jobs which 
minimise environmental impacts through the development of improved methods 
of production. 

Take the ACTU/ACF Green Jobs Research Project, which was funded by this 
Government. It demonstrated that green industries and green employment have 
experienced strong growth over the past few years, despite the recession. And 
the growth in green industries is sustainable, both environmentally and 
economically. It also provides export opportunities. 

The project has demonstrated that environmental protection, economic interests 
and employment growth can be complementary. I am keen to develop the ideas 
put forward in the project. 

Ecotourism is one industry which has grown enormously as a direct 
result of greater environmental awareness and appreciation world wide. 
Since 1988, employment in the Australian ecotourism industry has more than 
doubled. Green industries, such as ecotourism, will also clearly accelerate 
ecologically sustainable employment  opportunities in regional Australia. 

In addressing the problem of unemployment, the Government included in the 
'Working Nation' White paper, provision for employment programs. One of 
these is the Regional Environmental Employment Projects (REEP), which will 
bring social, economic and environmental benefits. The Minister for 
Employment, Education and Training and I recently established the Advisory 
Council on Environmental Employment Opportunities. This Council will 
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identify and stimulate environmental employment opportunities and green jobs 
in our regions. 

The work of the Environment Protection Agency's Cleaner Production 
Program is another excellent way in which ESD is made practical. It aims to 
help businesses show other businesses how to clean up production processes. 
The results are better environmental outcomes as well as better financial •  
returns: a win win result! 

Plantation forestry can also be described as a "green" industry. 

I'm looking at how plantations can play a role in relieving pressure on native 
forests, while at the same time offering significant expansion of the industry's 
resource base. 

To this end, I have recently agreed to fund a National Plantations Study 
involving State and Territory based Conservation Councils. The Study will 
provide an information base on Australia's plantation resource and encourage a 
greater understanding of the critical issues surrounding the shift to plantation 
processing. 

It's quite clear we can accommodate both environmental protection and 
economic and employment growth. But to get there it will require proper 
research, planning and co-operation between government, unions, conservation 
groups and industry. 

In this spirit, in consultation with the Minister for Resources, I have agreed to a 
formal Review of how the objective of the 1991 Special Premiers' Conference 
Communiqué can best be achieved. The Communiqué reflected the State and 
Federal Governments shared objective of phasing out woodchip exports from 
native forests in favour of downstream processing by the year 2000. 

A consultant will shortly be appointed to conduct the review and will report by 
May next year. I am keen to see movement on this issue in a way which 
maximises environmental, employment, economic and regional gains. Clearly 
consultation with unions, conservation groups and industry has to be a 
fundamental part of this Review. 

The forests issue in general is undoubtedly the most complex, polarised, 
sensitive and time-consuming issue I have had to confront in my six months in 
this portfolio. At least I've had the advantage of having inherited an agreed 
policy framework. Agreed, that is, by the Commonwealth Government and all 
states except our host state. 

I 
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The National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS), which is a carefully crafted 
document, balances the needs of the forest industries with the imperatives of 
forest conservation. Given my portfolio responsibilities, I have a particular 
interest in pursuing the conservation goals of the NFPS. It is worth repeating 
what those goals are: 

"to maintain an extensive and permanent native forest estate in Australia and 
to manage that estate in an ecologically sustainable manner so as to conserve 
the full suite of values that forests can provide for current and future 
generations. These values include biological diversity, and heritage, 
Aboriginal and other cultural values." 

A central conservation objective of the NFPS is the commitment to establish a 
comprehensive, adequate and representative system of reserves to protect old 
growth forest and wilderness values on public lands by the end of 1995. 

It is worth reflecting on this objective. The end of 1995 is now only 14 months 
away. And yet governments have not settled on the criteria for such a reserve 
system, let alone put the system in place. 

If the NFPS is to have the community's confidence then we must make real 
progress on this point. I have asked the new Forests Branch of my Department 
to give it priority. Delivery of the NFPS conservation objectives will also be an 
important test of the capacity of Commonwealth-State processes to deliver on 
the environment. 

I have said it before and I will repeat it here. I will be working within the 
framework of the NFPS and, consistent with my portfolio responsibilities and 
our party platform, I'll make every effort to achieve its conservation objectives. 
It is only then that the forest industries will have the security they are seeking. 

I believe one of the reasons we are still so far from achieving these objectives is 
the continuing unresolved tension between conservation and labour interests. 
Timber workers not unnaturally see moves which limit or have limited logging 
operations as threatening their livelihood. In an effort to identify the common 
ground on which the union and conservation movements can work co-
operatively and constructively on a range of forest issues, I have set up a 
working group. Gerry Hand will chair a group of representatives from the 
conservation movement and the CFMEU which will report directly to me on a 
range of issues. These include: 

• increasing regional employment in the forest industry 
• safeguarding and where possible increasing regional employment 
• structural adjustment 
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• assisting the Forestry Sector to achieve global best practice in terms of 
ecologically sustainable development and 

• progressing the government's environmental, social and economic objectives 
in the forest area 

When I drew attention to another of the important conservation elements of the 
NFPS - the so-called moratorium clause - in an earlier speech in June I upset a 
few people in this part of the world. 

But I make no apologies for setting as my goal the implementation of the NFPS, 
including its so-called moratorium provision. This provision is important to 
the overall NFPS objective of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
system of reserves to protect old growth and wilderness values. It is also 
relevant to my responsibility to provide advice on the applicability of the NFPS 
to woodchip export licences. 

The NFPS makes it clear that areas of old growth and wilderness forest that are 
likely to have high conservation value should not be logged until assessments of 
these values are completed. My obligation to reflect this in my advice on 
woodchip export licences is also clear. 

It is for this reason I have initiated an exercise to try to identify those areas of 
old growth and wilderness that are likely to be of high conservation value - and 
therefore warrant interim protection. I have asked my portfolio agencies to 
assemble and assess the available data and have written to my state counterparts, 
industry and the unions inviting their participation. I have also authorised my 
department to seek substantiated advice from voluntary conservation 
organisations on those areas they áonsider to have high conservation value. I 
have also made funds available to assist them in this task. It is my intention that 
this advice be rigorously assessed in advance of the next round of licence 
renewals. 

It is a matter of regret that Tasmania, alone among the States and Territories, 
has chosen to remain outside the NFPS. As you know, talks are in progress to 
secure Tasmania's signature. Let me assure you that will be on the same terms 
as all other signatories. There will be no special deals. Signature will entail for 
Tasmania, as for all other States and Territories,. acceptance of a specific forest 
policy framework. It also provides a basis for meeting Commonwealth and State 
obligations under a Regional Forest Agreement. These inélude assessment of 
national estate, world heritage and Aboriginal heritage values, environmental 
impacts, and obligations relating to international conventions, including those 
for protecting endangered species and biological diversity. 

Accreditation processes will also be the same for Tasmania as for other 
signatories. These are set out for all tosee in the NFPS and the 



Intergovernmental Agreement on the Environment, which Tasmania signed in 
1992. 

Forests are a vital part of Australia's biodiversity. Australia has an 
extraordinarily vast range of plants and animals, most of which are found 
nowhere else in the world. In fact, we have a greater diversity of species than 
any other developed nation. 

There is no doubt that we have an international responsibility to protect our 
biodiversity. The Federal Government accepts this responsibility. We played an 
active role in the development of the United Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity, and we are determined to pursue its implementation. 

However, we recognise this requires a co-ordinated and strategic approach to be 
adopted by all governments. To that end the Commonwealth and most States and 
Territories (the exceptions being NSW and WA) have agreed to a draft National 
Strategy for the Conservation of Australia's Biological Diversity. 

I am hoping that the Strategy can be fmalised in the next couple of months. 
There is a pressing need to get on with it. 

I have asked my Department to developa specific biodiversity program. They 
will report to me on measures the Commonwealth can take on matters such as 
the protection of habitat through reservation, controlling land clearance and off-
reserve conservation of remnant ecosystems. 

Of course, this country's biodiversity has been managed for many thousands of 
years by Australia's Aboriginal people. They have skills and expertise we 
shouldn't ignore. They should be closely involved in programs for the 
protection and management of our natural resources. 

This Government has actively promoted a partnership with Aboriginal people 
that has proven invaluable in the protection of internationally significant areas 
such as Kakadu and Uluru National Parks The joint management arrangements 
at these Parks are seen as mpdels both nationally and internationally. 

The management of other world heritage areas is also set to benefit from 
Aboriginal expertise. I recently announced the appointment of Noel Pearson 
(from the Cape York Land Council) to the Wet Tropics Management Authority. 
I will likewise be including Aboriginal representation on the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority. 

Delegates, it's vitally important we care for our environment and learn to use its 
resources in a sustainable way. The Australian people expect no less. They 
look to our party and government for leadership. 

VA 



I believe the Labor Party recognises this and, in approving the environment 
platform today, has put in place policies which will enable us àchieve these 
objectives. I commit myself to giving effect to those policies and seek your 
continuing support. 
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For the reasáns set out in pangraph 4 of the Secreta4's report it was ResOlVed 
• that the Society congratulate Senator Gareth Evasrs  on his achievemeht n 

• negotiating the passage of the Native Title Bill througN the Senate. - 
(fl) 

B. Ecxilooically Sustainable Development 
For the reasons set out in paragraph 6 of the Secretaiys report it was Resolved 
that the Society call on the Federal Government 

to implement ESD principles in the exercise of legislative and executive 
power, including by conditioning grants to State and local government 
bodies on observance by them of ESD principles; 

to ensure that no discretion ié exercised by any Minister directJj or. 
indirectly to condone old growth loggin9 of forests which have not 
undergone a Federally approved conservaton significance assessment in 
accordance with the National Forests Policy; 

to implement the moratorium on old growth and wilderness forest loggng 
as required by the National Forest Policy,  

to exclude old growth forests of high conservatiàn value and wildemdss 
forests from woodchip export licenoes; 

to reform Federal erMronrnentai law so that it conforms to national best 
practice and, in particular, implements ESD principles, ensures public 
accountability, makes provision for public parliôipation in all decisions 
under the law and confers rights on any person to enforce its provisions; 

(l) to develop a Federal environmental regulatoryagency which: pets 
best regulatory practice, including the principles of openness, 
transparency, accountability and public participatibn. 

C. Nuclear Reoulation 
For the reasons set out in paragraph 7 of the Secretarls report, it was Resolved 
that the Society request the President of the ALP to bring to the atteàtion of the 
National ALP Conference next week the parlous state of nuclear regulation in 
Australia and the urgent need to ensure that an independent regulatbry system 
be established which encourages public participatiän, is governed by ESD 
principles and ensures that siting and licensing decisions are enforceable by 
third parties as well as by the regulator. 

(Robertsonfwhite) 

0. Access 	.Report 
For the reasons set out in paragraph 9 of the Secretary!s report, it was ResoSed 
that the Society support the application of the Trade Practices Act to thn natinS 
legal profession and urge the Federal Government t6 use its full measur p  of 
constitutional powers to ensure the widest application of the Trade Pràctices Act 
to all commercial enterprises, whether or not incorporated, and not to await the 
outcome of further negotiations with the States and Teñitories. 

(RobertonIRoche) 

D. Freedom of Speech and RacialYilification Laws 



AUSTRALIA 

DeJ,arltnent of ii,, 

Mr Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation council of New south Wales 
and EnvirOnment Centre (NSW) 

THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Walker 

Roundtable discussions on high conservation value forest 

As part of the implementation process for the National Forest Policy Statement, 
the Department is seeking to identify those areas of high conservation value 
which warrant interim protection from activities, such as logging, pending 
establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative (CAR) reserve 
system. 

In order to assist the Department in this task the Forests Branch is seeking input 
to the identification process from non-government organisations. The Branch is 
currently considering how best this process might proceed. An example of how 
this process could proceed is, for NGO's to identify areas which they consider as 
warranting interim protection and to discuss these with Departmental officers. A 
series of meetings with regional and national conservation groups could then be 
held to consider identified areas. 

To assist organisations in identifying areas of high conservation value the 
portfolio has developed the attached criteria. It is important to stress that these 
criteria are not fixed but are presented as a basis to promote discussion. 

Further information on these criteria is contained in attachments to the 
discussion paper 'Regional Forest Agreements - A Commonwealth position' 
February 1994. Copies of this paper are available from the Department. 

The identification of areas considered to have high conservation value should 
wherever possible he supported by evidence, including documented research. 

The contact officers on this matter are Ms Jennie Ludlow (06 274 1319, 
Fax 06 274 1927) or Mr Tony Bigwood (06 274 1837). 

Yours sincerely 

8nr 9r 

Barry Revile 
Assistant Secretary 
Forests Branch 
13 July 1994 

GPO Box 787. Canberra, ACT 2601. Telephone 06 274 1111 Facsimile 06274 1123 
Australian 	m a d e 	100 	p e r 	cent .recycled 	p a p e r 



Forests which are recognised as being of outstanding national estate value; 

Forests that have identified world heritage values; 

Forests that can be identified as being important to the survival or recovery of 
species on the schedule of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992; important 
to the survival of a species listed on a state endangered species act; or a forest 
community in danger of extinction; 

Forests which are recognised as having exceptional value for the protection of 
biological diversity; 

Forests which are recognised as having high wilderness value; 

Forests in their old-growth phase, where this age class for the community is not 
well represented in the nature conservation reserve System; 

Forests requiring at least interim protection pending the development of a CAR 
nature conservation reserve system in forests; 

Forests important internationally, for their wetlands, as roosting for migratory 
birds, or in terms of climate change; 

Forests important to indigenous Australians. 
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DOWNFALL CREEK 
ACKGROUND BRIEFING 	 - 

KEY ISSUES: Oldgrowth logging, breach of National Forest Polity 
Statement, no EIS, breach of Timber Industry (interim Protection) Act, no 
FIS. NPWS failure to responsibly manage Endangered Fauna (Interim 
?rotection) Act, unsustainable logging. 	 - 

LOCATION: Downfall Creek. Compartment 579, Wild Cattle Creek State 
Forest. Dorrigo Management Area. 11 kilometres north-east of the town of 
Dorrigo. 	 - 	 - 

Located on the junction of Downfall Creek and Coopernook Creek is a smafl 
fragment of oldgrowth forest. While only about 100 hectares in size it is 
dominated by gigantic Brush box and Tallowwod. trees whose lifespans are 
measured in thousands of years not just hundreds. This is more than 
oidgrowth. it is truly ancient forest. 

It is home for a variety of endangered species of plants and anithals. it 
is one of the few natural refuges remaining in a forest that has mostly 
been converted to plantations and dense regrowth. it,. and the few other 
small fragments of high quality oldgrowth left, are absolutely vital for 
the survival of a number of species in the area. 

NEFA have proven beyond doubt that the Downfall Creek oldgrowth forest i' 
of high conservation significance and conveyed this to State Forests ad 
their Commissioner. Despite-the NPWS's recommendation that the area be 
protected, half the area was logged last year and logging operations - 
commenced in the last bit on Wednesday 16 March. The Director of the ?PWS 
has so far failed this last -chance to fulfil his duty and impose a Stc; 
Work Order.  

the NSW Government is still intent upon ignoring legal and moral 
requirements in their pogrom of tall oldgrowth forests. The Endangered 
Fauna (Interim Protection) Act, Timber industry (Interim Protection) Act - - 
and National Forest Policy Statement have all been rorted. The Government 
turns a blind eye to the timber industry's lawless activities. - 

The destruction of Downfall Creek is a national scandal and epitomises 
the wanton vandalism this Government still allows the State Forests to 
perpetuate. NEFA may. or may not, be able to stop it. But NEFA will not 
allow the destruction of this jewel to occur unheeded. - 

THE REQUIREMENTS TO PROTECT DOWNFALL CREEK 

The failed Dorrigo EIS identified the Downfall Creek area as the only 
unlogged forest in the south-east of the Dorrigo- MA. In its submission to 
the ElS the National Parks and Wildlife Service stated:  

"-The Service recommends that the unlogged forest in the Saddle and 
Down Fall Creek Cttchments be reserved. This area includes extensive 
stands of rainforest and any logging of adjoining eucalypt forest 
would.involve unacceptable roading through the rainforest. This area -. 
provides an ideal opportunity for a large unlogged forest reserve in 1. 
Wild Cattle Creek State Forest. Consistent with the National Forest 
Policy Statement forestry activities must be -excluded from this area 

of oldgrowth forest as it has recognised high conservation values, 
including rainforest, and inadequately conserved plant communities 
and is likely to contain rare and endangered species." . -. 

NEFA has been undertaking a comprehensive survey of oldgiowth forest in 
Wild Cattle Creek State Forest, as finances have permitted, for- the past 
year. The survey utilised methodology pioneered in Victoria, which is now 
being adopted nationally. This assessment clearly shows that Downfall 
Creek is the largest stand of tall oldgrowth forest left in the study 
area.  

'While the written report has not yet been firtalised. NEFA have shown the 
results to the Department of Planning. NPWS, State Forests and on the 12 
March gave a presentation to the Commissioner for Forests, Warwick 
Watkins, at Coff9 Harbour. 	- 

The National Forest Policy Statement places an obligation upon the NSW 
Government to avoid activities in oldgrowth -forests likely to be of high 
conservation significance. There is no doubt that the Downfall creek 
oldgrowth forest is an exceptional and irreplaceable stand of forest that 
the National Forest Policy binds the NSW State Government into 	 - 
protecting. 	- 	 - 

There are records of a number of endangered species from the vicinity of 
Downfall Creek: Tiger Quoll, -Koala, Parma Wallaby, Red-legged Pademelon. 
Greater Broad-nosed Bat, Great Pipistrelle, Sooty Owl and Marbled 
Frogmouth. The State Forüts list an additional 32 endangered species 
that they consider may occur in the area. Of the total of 39 endangered 
species that State Forests consider -may occur in the area, they only 	- 
propose specific token mitigation prescriptions for 5 species, three of 
which are unlikely.to inhabit the area. 	 - 	- 	-- 

Reprehensibly the NPWS have allowed State Forests to begin logging 
without any fauna survey and thus there is no specific information -on-the 
populations of species in the area upon which to base any conservation - 
strategy. There must be a fauna survey in the area to determine its 
fauna values before any further habitat destruction is allowed. 

This patch of oldkrowth, albng with the few- other remnants in Wild Cattle 
Creek SF-; undoubtedly plays a disproportionate role in the maintainance 
of populations of a variety of endangered species in the area. When - the 
-remnant patches of tall oldgrowth forest are fully plundered, as is - 
almost the case, and as the remnant oldgrowth -habitat trees die and crash 
to the forest floor, the revetberations will be felt throughout the - 
ecosys tern. 

Any further dimunation of the already- severely depleted oldgrowth habitat 
- elements will further threaten the survival of a number of endangered 

-- species in the Dorrigo area. compartment 579 must be reserved in its own 
- right as hibitat for endangered fauna and more importantly as a'likeiy 

source area critical to maintaining populations of a variety of 
endangered species throughout Wild Cattle Creek State Forest. 



LICENCE TO KILL ENDANGERED ANflIALS ISSUED WITH NO ASSESSMENT AND NO 
CONSTRAINTS 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service issued licences to log Downfall 
Creek in February 1992 as part of'a mass temporary licencing operation 
for the whole Of NSW. These licences were issued prior to the licencing 
provisions of the Endangered Fauna (Interim Protection) Act coning into 
full force. The licences were only meant to be temporary, until the NPWS 
had time to get its act together, for compartments the then Forestry 
Commission claimed they had to log in the next four months. There was no 
assessment of the compartments by the NPWS and only a few token 
conditions put on all the licences. These licences have been renewed ever 
since with, no further assessment. 

Over the past two years NEFA has made repeated requests to the Director 
of the NPWS to withdraw licences for the most significant oldgrowth 
compartments, including Downfall Creek. Now yet another of these 
supposedly Urgent compartments is being chainsawed without adequate 
consideration of its faunal signifiáanceand without a Fauna Impact 
Statement. 

On the 10 December 1993 the Director General of the NPWS, Dr. Neil 
Shepherd, gave a committment to the North Coast Environment Council to 
review the temporary licencing system, most particularly the early 
licences issued without dueprocess. Be said that he would respond within 
two weeks, though there has still been no response. On 17 March 1994 he 
was asked to impose a Stop Work Order over Downfall Creek. He has so far 
failed to do so. 	 - 

It is clear that the Director of. the NPWS has failed to fulfil his legal 
duty for the protection and care of fauna in NSW. 

TI(I?) ACT FAILURE - NO EIS. 

Under the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1992 the State Forests 
were exempted from having to prepare EtSs for logging in most of the 
Dorrigo MA until the end of October 1992. By this time they were meant to 
have prepared an LIS for the whole of the Dorrigo MA. Thefprepared what -. 
they called an LIS, though none of the other Government departments - 
agreed with them. Political pressure seemed to be prevailing to force the 
Department of Planning to determine the purported EIS until NEFA 
commenced legal proceedings.' Planning then refused the EIS on the grounds 
that it had too many manifest deficiencies, but before the Minister for 
Planning could formally refuse the £15, the State Forests hastily 
withdrew it and wrongfully' blamed the Endangered Fauna (Interim 
Protection) Act for their failure. 

Reprenensively half of the Downfall Creek oldgrowth (compartment 578) was 
logged last year while the purported EIS was being assessed by the 
Department of Planning. Now.State Forests are explOiting what they 
percieve to be a loophole in the TI(IP) Act, which allows them to go on 
failing to get their ELSs together while they Log the the rest of 
Downfall Creek's oldgrowth. 

Over 17 months after the TI(IP) Act specified that an £15 should have 
been prepared and over a year since the TI(IP) Act's exemption from the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act's requirements should have 

ceased. State Forests are logging an area of outstanding environmental 
significance without an £15. 

UNSUSTAINABLE LOGGING 

In 1988 the State Forests realised that they had over-estimated available 
yields of quota sawlogs from the Dorrigo Management Area by over 20% and 
yields of small logs from Wild Cattle Creek State Forest. byover 60%. 
They made no attempt, to reduce yields in line with new estimates and 
continued unsustainable logging. The failed Dorrigo ELS made no mention 
this yield deficit and instead claimed that they would have to reduce 
quota yields by 9.4% due to the creation of new reserves. NEFA estimated 
that less than 15% of the proposed yield reduction was due to the 
creation of new reserves, with the vast majority attributable t9 their 
erroneous yield assessments. 

There are three mills with quota sawlog allocations from the Dorrigo M.A .  
Two mills owned by Boral, one at Bostobrick (near Dorrigo). and one in 
South Crafton, and one owned by the Briggs family at BriggsvaLe (next to 
Downfall Creek). The two Boral thills have long term Wood Supply 
Agreements tdefacto resource security) with State Forests. In their 
submission to the Dorrigo £15 in February 1993, G.L. Briggs and Sons Pry 
.Ltd stated:  

"We would be likely to experience a 30% reduction if companies with 
Wood Supply Agreements recieved preferential treatment. Independent 
assessment advises that G.L. Briggs and Sons would not be viable 
with a 9.4% quota reduction ... At 30% the Directors would be bound 
to recommend to the owners that the operation be discontinued.' 

In July 1993 fire destroyed part of Briggs' mill. The fire,was apparently 
deliberately lit by persons unknown; though it was evident that they knew 
the layout of the mill sufficiently to target the most damaging area to 
burn and to turn off a crucial water pump. The mill has not yet been 
rebuilt though Briggs' quota continues to be taken and sold by Briggs to 
mills elsewhere. 

It is evident that the Dorrigo MA is still being grossly overcut and that 
there needs to be an immediate quota reduction to introduce some measure 
of sustainability. The full measure of this reduction will only be able 
to be determined once an adequate reserve system has been identified and 
the imact of other constraints required to safeguard natural values in 
other areas detailed. There 'is no doubt that the adoption of ecologically 
sustainable practices in the Dorrigo MA will necessitate a significant 
reduction in quota sawlogs. The future of timber production in the 
Dorrigo MA is one based on utilising the over abundance of small logs, 
not increasingly scarce oldgrowth trees. - 

The continuation of unsustainable logging rates in the Dorrigo MA is the 
principle factor responsible for current resource problems. It is 
essential that there be an immediate reduction in quota's. by at least 
50!, until ecologically sustainable practices can be introduced and long 
'term yields properly assessed. 



AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS COUNCIL A IJ P C To protect, promote and extnd National Park Systems in Australia 
GPO Box 2227 Canberra ACT 2601 Tel/Fax 06 282 5813 

the Minister for Resources 
The Hon M. J. Lee, MP 
House of Representatives, 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
Facsimile: 06 273 4154 

11th December, 1993. 

Dear Minister, 

Impleméntalion of the National Forest Policy. 

In aêcordance. with the unanimous resolution of the twenthieth Annual Meeting of the The 
Australian National Parks Council ,we call on you: 

• to strongly promotes the implementation of the environmental protection aspects of the 
National Forest Policy, and specifically the proposals for a moratorium on logging 
in signficnt forests untilthe regiohaj assessment programme hasbeenadequately 
completed and the foreshadowçd establishment of a reserves sytem been 
implemented. 

With respect to determination of export woodchip licences it is anticipated that this will require 
carefuland specific conditions to ensure that theNational Forest Policy is upheld. 

Particular and detailed scrutiny of any proposals affecting the South East Forests of Australia 
areessential in the light of renewed consideration of the "1990 Agreement". The Agreement in 
itoriginal form was widely recognised as seriously flawed. Subsequent events, notably the 
adoption of the National Forest Policy, but also the fmdings of the Resource Assessment 
Commission Inquiry; additional scientific research into specific: aspects of the flora and fauna 
of the region; and the publication of a Report on the World Heritage Values and their Protection 
by Mosley and Costin all need to be considered in arriving at an acceptable Agreement. 

The extensive coverage in the Sydney Morning Herald (Saturday, 11/12/93) reinforces the 
important role that the Federal Government has to play if the Forest Policy is to be upheld. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anne Reeves 
Hon. Secretar'. 

National Parks Associat ion New South Wales . National Parks Association Queensland . Conservation Council of 
Western Australia . National Parks Assodation ACT. Northern Territory Environment Cehtre . Nature Conservation 
Society of South Australia . Victorian National Parks Association . Western Australian National Parks & Reserves Association 	- 



AUS1RALIAN NATIONAL PARKS COUNCIL ANPC,To rotect, promote and extend National Park Systems in Australia 
GPO Box 2227 Canberra ACT 2601 Tel/Fax 06282 5813 

The Minister for Environment Sport and Territories, 
The Hon R.J. Kelly MP 
House of Representatives, 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
Facsimile: 06 273 4130 

1 ith December, 1993. 

Dear Minister,: 

In accordance with the unanimous resolution of the twenthieth Annual Meeting of the The 
Australian National Parks Council, we call on you: 

• to strongly promotes the implementation Of the envfronmeñtal protection aspects of the 
National Forest Policy, and specifically the proposals for a moratorium on logging 
insigñficant forests until the regional assessment programme has been adequately 
completed and .the foreshadowed establishment of a reserves system been 
implemented. 

With respect to determination of export woodchip licences it is anticipated that this will require 
careful and specific cOnditions to ensure that the National Forest POlicy is upheld. 

Particular and detailed scrutiny of any proposals affecting the South East Forests of Australia 
are essential in the light of renewed consideration of the "1990 Agreement". The Agreement in 
its original form was widely recognised as seriously flawed. Subsequent events, notably the 
adoption of the National Forest Policy, but also the fmdings of the Resource Assessment 
Commission Inquiry; additional scientific research into spôcific aspects of the flora and fauna 
of the region; and the publication of a Report on the World Heritage Values and their Prptection 
by Mosley and Costin all rieedto be considered in arriving at an acceptable Agreement. 

The extensive coverage in the Sydney Morning Herald (Saturday, 11112/93) reinforces the 
important role that the FederalGovernment has toplay if the Forest Policy is to be upheld. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anne Reeves 
Hon. Secretary. 

National Parks Association New South Wates . National Parks Association Queensland . Conservation Coujjcjt of 
Western Australia. National Parks Association ACT. Northern Teriltory Environment Centre. Nature Conservation 
Society of South Australia . Victorian National Parks Association Western Australian National Parks & Reserves Association 	 . 



'I. 

-I 

o-_ _ _ _ 

F I RANSMISSIUN covrn cvi 
t EARTH REPAIR 	rRoM ACS NO (047)5869(Mtn 

FOuNDAT1ON 	S.    
$ 	 ww 2VAi 

T.O~ .w 	V,rwAtnn'r, IfAn.BAook NSW 2779 AU*JPALIA 	•i.___.._T L 	.. 

• 	
Pa Rn, l..I.,tr.iflnnnt P45W 2779 AnnnAtA 	Number of frges including iIii one: 

T,ir,unNr o47) 's 6193 a tnJrArc (047)586904 	
PLEASE AVISE  IF  i iii rOI'Y 15111! (liii 

INtORI'VIMURIPJ Ncw Sntinr WAP2C, AUMiMUA 	 OR INUCM!i!EIt WY rAIJJNO (($1) R nw:; 

____________________________ 	

- ............ 

- ... - •4•"'••'• .... - 	
- 

\A ,AUL 9  

SAAQJSr¼J 	Y C2nyqfr QQ*c€)( Jthr ?P2t1J(Lj. 

/ cWJ Qdd 

eeJ 	 AC 

Od 600 	 • NOI1VCNflOJ al Vd38 k1d3 : 069 85 LfrO 	 • 90:til Ot-1-C661 



1993-12-10 1406 	 047 586904 EARTH REPAIR FOUNDATION 	 009 P02 

a . EARTH REPAIR FOUNDATION 
36 MOUNT VIEW Avw, OR P0 Box 15, HAzEcnRooic, NSW, 2779, AUSTRALIA 

PHoNE: (047)58 6393, FAX: (047)58 6904, E-mail: earthrepair  @ peg.apc.Org  
Incorporated in New South Wales, Australia. ACM #003 198 981 

Draft:10/12/93 

Attention: Hon Ros Kelly, 

Please find following our FOREST PROTECTION NOW letter to John Fahey plus our Petition to 
the NSW Parliament and an OPEN LETTER on the subject. 

We have become aware of the plans to sign a ratification of the discredited 1990 agreement for 
the South East of New South Wales on Monday 13th December, 1993. On behalf of the major 
conservation groups I would like to express that under no circumstances will the signing of the 
above ratification be accepted. 

The moratori urn on all old growth forests must be honoured and implemented in line with 
the conservation clause of the National Forest Policy Statement signed by the Prime Minister 
Paul Keating, Premier John Fahey and all the other Premiers, excluding Tasmania. 

Accurate environmental assessments including fauna impact must be completed by 
independent agencies before any licences are issued or renewed. 

Woodchip and logging, licences should be issued only for plantation timber, preserving once 
and for all, the remaining old growth and wilderness forests in NSW and Australia. 

We demand that the Federal Government fulfil its legal responsibilities under the Endangered 
Species Act 1992, which implements the United Nations Biodiversity Convention to which. 
Australia is a signatory. 

We have been informed that much essential data concerning this issue has not been forwarded 
to the Prime Minister and relevant policy makers. The majority of public sentiment and opinion 
in the forth of letters, actions and petitions, supported by research information and reports from 
many government and independent authorities is in support of the afore-mentioned moratorium. 

We humbly request and stron&y urge democratic justice, and immediate action on this moratorium. 

Yours for a repaired Earth, 

rr 

The Eaith Repair Foundation, in association with the EriViTonment Program of UNAA (NSW) Inc. 
is working to implemcnt the Australian ERA (Earth Repair Action) Decade, as proclaimed 

in 1988 by the United Nations Association of Australia. 



Red Tape Submission Draft One 11/11/93 

The precautionary principle is essentially a risk management tool - 
the end-purpose is prevention rather than control. 

The implications of actually applying this principle is however, little 
understood. There are no national legislative or even policy 
initiatives which effectively implement the principle. In NSW, the 
only legislative definition is a rather timid one focussed more on the 
"elimination of damage which has occurred" rather than on true 
precautionary policy: 

s. ? Environment Protection Authority Administration Act 
1991 (NSW) 

BOX: Case Study of Barramundi Grow Out Facility. Narrandera. NSW 

The precautionary principle is based on a realisation that we are, and 
to an extent always will be, managing in a climate of uncertainty. 
The uncertainty exists not only to the likely impacts of products and 
processes but to the very operation of nature itself. The Groups see 
absolutely no evidence that the NSW Government, or the 
Commonwealth Government, are addressing this matter. The 
Commonwealth's Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) Report 
on Intersectoral Issues stressed the need for governments to 
examine and implement means for dealing cautiously with 
environmental risks. 

The consequences of not not dealing cautiously with these risks is of 
far greater significance than financial risks. The ESD Report referred 
to above discussed not only the issue of uncertainty but also of the 
irreversibility of failing to deal cautiously with risk. The 
precautionary principle, properly implemented is not only a matter 
of good management but it is fundamental to inter-generational 
equity. 

Recommendation #: That the NSW Government urgently examine 
it's approach to environmental risk 
management and incorporate the 
precautionary principle as a fundamental 
part of risk management strategies. 

ru 



SOUTHEAST 
FOREST ALLIANCE. 

MEDIA RELEASE 	4EDIA RELEASE. 	MEDIA RELEASE . MEDIA RELEASE 
6 October 1993 - 

H SW GRNS SUPPOflT 
NAT I ONAt - FOItE ST CEN StiflE t4OT ION 

Environmentalists today.urged NSW Parliamentarians to support: 
Clover Moores proposed censure motion of the Premier and Minister 
for Environment for their breaking of the National Forest Policy. 

'TheNSW Government deserves to be censured for breaking its 
obligations under the national forest contract -because it is 
destroying the last chances. for preservation of the last -old 
growth and wilderness forests and long term peace in forest 
disputes, said Jeff Angel, Cónvenor of the South -East Forest - 
Alliance. - - 	- 	 - 

The arguments by the Government for not applying the Policy to 
the south east forests are fatuous. They are trying to hide 
behind the endangered fauna licences of the National Parks Service 
but this is wrong because-:  

* many licences are issued without a fauna impact statement and 
thus are not based on the laws required level information about 
the wildlife in the logging area; 
* many logging.plans are given the goahead by the NPWS without 
public comment under the Endangered Fauna (Interim Protection) Act 
as they are simply- added onto tempoary general licences in a 
legally suspect manner [such licences were issued as a short term 
transitional measure when the Act came into force); - 
*- endangered fauna licences cover only one of the- many 	- 
environmental values required tb be asessed by the National 
Forest Policy and are not a Substittite for the regional assessment 
process mandated by the Policy; 	-. 

* the Government is refusing to undertake a regional assessment 
of the south east forests; 	 - 	- 	- 	 - 	- 

the intensive logging and burning of old growth and wilderness 
forests in the south east is severely fragmenting the old-growth 
and wilderness-forestS thus destroying the chance for the National 
Forest Policy to achieve its aim of a representative, 
comprehensive and adequate system of nature conservation reserves 
by the end of 1995.  

We also believe the NPWS are under political pressure to fudge 
endangered pecies laws. - 

Add all this to the NSW Government s Obsessive adherence to the - 
scientifically incompetent 1990 south east forest decision and 
discredited biological study upon which it was based, and you have 
the recipe for explosive political and community conflict, Hr 
Angel said.  

The fact is that the logging is causing irreparable harm to the 
forests and the moratorium clause of the Policy should be - 
implemented. With the moratorium in place then a credible - 
regional assessment can take place. The Commonwealth is even 
offering funds for the study. 

Passing the South East Forests Protection Bill will achie'e this 
aim; otherwise the Government will further entrench the public view 
that they are environmental vandals, Mr Angel Ooncluded: 

	

Further information: Jeff Angel (02) 247 S't76oa Ufr7 4714 	- 
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P.S. Hauë just heard that West has not only summarily sacked Wickhan, he has 
+ abolished the whole Conservation section of CALM (now "ALM'), subsumed under 

Warwick Watkins, Director of Land Management. "Conseruation" has been 
abolished? 

NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Fal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior •notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

April 27th 1993 
By facsimile. 
Ms Ros Nelly, EnuironmentMinister 
ATTENTION: PHIL HOYSTED 

Dear Ms Nelly, 

RE: IMPLEMENTING OF NATIONAL FORESTS POLICY 

I refer to preuious letters and press releases and other material relating to 
this matter, which is now of the utmost urgency. Over the past four years NEFA 
has brought numerous cases before the NSW Land and Enuironment Court prouing 
breaches of legislation, regulation and codes of practice. Having legally 
enforced the preparation of EISs, we are currently in the situation of hauing 
to prepare further litigation challenging Forestry Commission EISs, in order 
to seek to ensure the provisions of your so-called National Forests Policy are 
adhered to. It is outrageous that we should have to continue to litigate to 
prevent roading and logging in these old forests before proper assessment. 

Forestry Commission EISs have been shown to be deliberately misleading, 
scientifically inept, and failing to meet mininal legal requirements. Yet the 
Forestry Commission has the effrontery to lobby your Government for access to 
Commonwealth funds for old growth assessment, and to seek, to gain endorsement 
of these "EISs' as adequate regional assessments. Apparently both Gary Uest 
and Fahey have written to you recently in support of such ridiculous claims by 
the Commissioli - unsuccesfully, we assume. The Commission is being prosecuted 
by the EPA for flagrant breaches; yet in areas such as in Mistake State 
Forest, are proposing in current haruesting plans to offend yet again. There 
is the appearance of fraud or impropriety in relation to wood supply 
agreements by an Assistant Commissioner for Forests, who was also Director of 
a company benefitting from wood supply agreements at the time these were 
signed. There is euidence of illegal woodchip operations and of sawlogs being 
chipped at. Tea Gardens mill.... 

Gary West has aggressively supported the Forestry Commission and the industry 
and defended breaches and operations found to be illegal. Finally now we have 
just heard that West has sacked Graene Wickhan, Director of Conseruation for 
CALM, for standing up to the Commission by insisting reasonable standards be 
applied! 

The situation has become critical for old growth forests in North-East and 
South East NSW and East G'ippsland. Your Gouernment is auare of what is going 
on currently in these forests; inaction is allowing these tonseruatiue State 
Governments to get away with murder, ignoring the National Forests Policy and 
thus discrediting your Gouërnment's commitment to environment protection 
generally. There must be no further delay in acting to'ensure the policy 
agreement to auoid activities harmful to old growth and wilderness pending 
proper independent assessment is adhered to. 

Yours faithfully. 
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Barrie Griffiths 	. 	 . 

cc. 	Tony Bigwood, Rick Pickering 	 . 
attached: 2-page Summary of Dept Planning Report on Mt Royal EIS 
by nail: copy of Mt Royal ElS Report.by Director Of Planning 
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The University of 

NEW ENGLAND 

ARMIDALE 
3 0 NOV 1092 	Department of Ecosystem Management 

Armidale, NSW 2351 Australia 
Telephone (067) 73 2539 Fax (067) 73 2769 

POSITION STATEMENT 
Dr.J.A. Duggin 

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INAUSTRALIA: FUTURE DIRECTIONS Head of Department 

The Maurice Wyndham Conference on Sustainable Forestry in Australia: Future Directions will 
be held at UNE ARMIDALE on 7-10 February 1993. The conference organisers are seeking a 
position statement from a!l major organisations with interests in forest management in Australia. 
The position statement should clearly state the position (specific policies) of each organisation in 
relation to key issues in the sustainable forest management debate. Position statements should 
also consider addressing such issues as: 

What does sustainable forest management mean as far as your organisation is 
concerned? 

What are the major sustainable forest values and which values should be given priority 
in a multiple use environment? 

What portions jof the forest estate should be available for timber production (eq old 
growth, national parks, state forests, crpwn lands, protected lands, regrowlh, etc)? 

What do you consider to be the major adverse impacts of current forest use? 

What general planning and mitigation prescriptions are or should be applied to forest 
management to mitigate impacts and ensure sustainable use of all values? 

What procedures are or should be in place to ensure adequate compliance, monitoring, 
and review of impacts and mitigation prescriptions? 

What do you consider to be the most important futu?e directions to ensure 
- sustainable forest management? 

Any other issues which you consider to be important and which you would like to see 
addressed and debated'at the Conference. 

It is intended that all position statements will be freely available to all delegates at the 
conference and be considered public documents. Statements should summarise the viewpoints 
of your organisation clearly, precisely and without ambiguity. The use of motherhood statements 
should be avoided and the overall statement should not exceed 2000 words. Key organisations 
will be allocated a short time for spoken presentation of position statements at the conference, 
and all organisations will be allocated time to field questions on their statements. 

Position statements are seen by the conference organisers as an important mechanism for 
focussing debate and fostering dialogue on the use and management of Australia's forest 
resource. Your co-operation in preparation of a careful statement would be greatly appreciated. 
If you are able to contribute please fill in and return the attached form by 15 December 1992. 

Position statements should be sent to: 
Mrs. Jean Seppelt, 
New England Confeience Management, 
University of New England, 
Armidale. NSW 2351 
FAX: (067) 71 1713 	PHONE: (067) 73 2154 
by 7 January 1993 at the latest. 

For further details please contact Associate Professor Andrew Smith, Department of Ecosystem 
Management, UNE-Armidale. Phone (067) 73-3001: FAX: - (067) 73-2769. 



My organisation intends to submit a POSITION STATEMENT 

OrganisationName . ................................................................................................ 

OrganisationAddress . ........................................................................................... 

ContactPerson .  ................................................. Phone . .......................................... 

FAX . ............................................. 

The following representative(s) from the organisation will be attending the 
Conference and will be available to answer questions and make a short spoken 
presentation if required: 

Name .  ................................................................. Phone . ......................................... 

FAX............................................. 

Please return this form by 15 December 1992 

Mrs. Jean Seppelt, 
New England Conference Management, 
University of New England, 
Armidale; NSW 2351 

FAX: (067) 71 1713 
Phone: (067) 73 2154 



STYLE GUIDE FOR THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON 

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY IN AUSTRALIA: FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

J.A. Duggin 
Department or Ecosystem Management 

University of New England, 
Armidale, NSW 2351 

Style Guide: 	 These notes conform to the style guide required for the conference. 

Length: 	 Paper presentation - a two-page summary. Paper summary of more 
than two pages will be cut by the Organising Committee to fit two pages. 
Poster presentation - a one-page summary. Poster summary of more 
than one page will be cut to fit one page. 
Position Statement - a four-page statement of about 2000 words. 

Paper: 	 A4 white bond 

Margins: 	 25mm on both sides and 20mm top and bottom (as per these notes, but 
do not include the box borders). 

Typeface: Times 10 point or equivalent 

Printing: Lase printer is preferred - NOT dot matrix 

Title: Upper case, centred and bold. Do NOT underline. Use single space if 
title goes over more than one line 

Author(s): Lowercase (except initials), centred, with anabbreviated address, single 
spaced 

Structure: Block typed with no indentations for paragraphs 

Spacing: Single spacing in text. Double spacing between title and authors. Double 
spacing between paragraphs 

I-leadings: First-order: Capitalised and centred 
(if necessary) Second-order: Lower case except for the first letter of each word. The 

headings must be on a separate line 
Third-order : Lower case except for the first letter of each word and end 
with a period. The text follows on the same line. 

Units: 	 SI units must be used throughout the paper 

Use of common and scientific names for organisms: 
At the first mention of the organism give its common name followed by 
with its scientific name in italics in parentheses - spotted gum 
(Eucalpytus maculata) - thereafter use the common name unless it is 
necessary to use the scientific name for accuracy. 

Spelling: 	 Spelling should follow the Macquarie Dictionary. 

References: 	 References should be cited in the text by authors name and year where 
there are three or more authors, the first authors name is given followed 
by et al. An alphabetical list of references should be provided at the end 
of the text giving surnames of authors, initials, year of publication (in 
parentheses), title of paper, name of journal (in italics), volume number 
and first and last page numbers. (over) 

I 



For example: 
Vanclay, J.K. (1970). 	Effects of selection logging on rainforest 
productivity. Aust. For. 53: 200-21 4. 

Copy: 	 Please supply both a hard (printed) copy which is correctly formatted and 
camera ready and a disc copy of your paper. Disc copy should be on IBM 
formatted (DOS) discs (any size, any density). Preferred word processing 
is Microsoft Word for Windows. Other processing packages include 
WordPerfect, MS Word, RFT-DCA, Wordstar, Win Write, Works. For 
Macintosh the only acceptable form is MSWord, version 4 or 5. 

Poster displays: 	Poster displays should be confined to a maximum 100cm wide x 130cm 
high. The title, author(s) and organisation must be at the top of the 
board. A photograph at the top right hand coiner will help delegates 
identify the author(s) for discussions. Make sure poster elements flow in 
a logical pattern across and down the poster. Make the message clear, 
simple and self-explanatory as delegates will read your poster outside 
formal tour sessions. 

All lettering must be read easily from a distance of 3 metres. Avoid 
typefaces made of thin strokes as readability is reduced. Us bold 
typeface for titles, headings and sub-headings. 

Poster elements should be mounted on cardboard which can be easily 
transported. You may wish to consider having your poster p,]stic 
laminated. 

Remember: 	A poster is not a vehicle to present the detai normally 
contained in a scientific paper. The simplest posters are oftE.n the most 
successful. Make sure there is a clear take home message. 
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The University of 	 Armidale, NSW 2351 Australia. 

	

• NEW ENGLAND 	 Telephone (067) 73 2539 Fax (067) 73 2769 

POSITION STATEMENT 
Dr.J.A. Duggin 

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY IN AUSTRALIA: FUTURE DIRECTIONS Head of Depar"tment 

The Maurice Wyndham Conference on Sustainable Forestry in Australia: Future Directions will 
be held at UNE ARMIDALE on 7-10 February 1993. The conference organisers are seeking a 
position statement from all major organisations with interests in forest management in Australia. 
The position statement should clearly state the position (specific policies) of each organisation in 
relation to key issues in the sustainable forest management debate. Position statements should 
also consider addressing such issues as: . - 

What does sustainable forest management mean as far as your organisation is 
concerned? 

What are the major sustainable forest values and which values should be given priority 
in a multiple use environment? 

What portions jof the forest estate should be available for timber production (eg old 
growth, national parks, state forests, crown lands, protected lands, regrowth, etc)? 

What do you consider to he the major adverse impacts of current forest use? 

What general planning and mitigation prescriplions are or should be applied to forest 
management to mitigate impacts and ensure sustainable use of all values? 

What procedures are or should be in place to elsure adequate compliance, monitoring, 
and review of impacts and mitigation prescriptions? 

What do you consider to be the most important future directions to ensure 
sustainable forest management? 

Any other issues which you consider to be important and which you would like to see 
addressed and debatecfat the CQnference. 

It is intended that all position statements will be freely available to all delegates at the 
conference and he considered public documents. Statements should summarise the viewpoints 
of your organisation clearly, precisely and without ambiguity. The use of motherhood statements 
should be avoided and the overall statement should not exceed 2000 words. Key organisations 

& will be allocated a short time for spoken presentatioof posilion statements at the conference, 
and all organisations will be allocated time to field questions on their statements. 

Position statements are seen by the cohierence organisers as an important mechanism for 
focussing debate and fostering dialogue on the use and management of Australia's forest 
resource. Your co-operation in preparation of a careful statement would be greatly appreciated. 
II. you are able to contribute please fill in and return the attached form by 15 December 1992. 

Positio'n statements should be sent to: 
Mrs. Jean Sepelt; 
New England Conference Management, 
University of New England. 
Armidale, NSW 2351 
FAX: (067)711713. 	PHONE: (067) 73.2154 
by 7 January 1993 at the latest. 	 V 

For further details please contact Associate Professor Andrew Smith, Department of Ecosystem 	- 
Management, UNE-Armidale. Phone (067) 73-3001: FAX: (067) 73-2769. 
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My drganisation intends to submit.,a POSITION STATEMENT 

OrganisationName; .................................................................................................. 

Organisation Address .  ............................................................... ............................. 

ContactPerson .  ............. . ................................. ..Phone' .......................................... 

FAX'............................................. 

The following representative(s) from the organisation will be attending the 
Conference and will be available to answer questions and make a short spoken 
presentation if required: 

Name .  .................................................................. Phone' ......................................... 

FAX' ............................................. 

Please return this form by 15 December1992, 	 : 

Mrs. Jean Seppelt, 
New England Conference Management. 
University of New England, 
Armidale, NSW 2351 

FAX: (067)71 1713 
Phone: (067) 73 2154 
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STYLE GUIDE FOR THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON 

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY IN AUSTRALIA: FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

J.A. Duggin 
Deadment of Ecosystem Management 

University of New England, 
Armidale. NSW2351 

Style Guide: 	 These notes conform to the style guide required for the donlerence. 

Length: 	 Paper presentation - a two-page summary. Paper summary of more 
than two pages will be cut by the Organising Committee to fit two pages. 
Poster presentation - a one-page summary. Postersummary of more 
than one page will be cut to fit one page. 
Position Statement - a four-page statement of about 2000 words. 

Paper 	. A4 white bond 

Margins: 25mm on both sides and 20mm top and bottom (as per these notes, but 
do not inQlude the box borders). 

Typeface: Times 10 point or equivalent 

Printing: Laser printer is pe1erred - UQI dot niatix 

Title: Upèr case, centred and bold. Do NOT underline. Use single space if 
title goes over more than one line 

Author(s): Lower case (except initials), centred, with an abbreviated address, single 
spaced 

Structure: 	. Block typed with no indentations for paragraphs 

Spacing: Single spacing in text. 	Double spacing between title and authors. Double 
spacing between paragraphs 

Headings: First-order: Capitalised and centred 
(if necessary) 	. Scond-order: Lower case except for the first letter of each word. The 

headings must be on i separate line 
Third-order: Lower case except for the first letter of each word and end 
with aperiod. The text follows on the same line. 

Units: 	 : SI unils must be used throughout the paper 	
fl 

Use of common and scientific names for organisms: 
At the first mention of the organism give its common name followed by 
with its scientific name in italics inparentheses 	- spotted gum 
(EucalpyUs maculata) - thereafter use the common name unless it is 
necessary to use the scientific name [or accuracy. 

Spelling: 	. Spelting should follow tile Macquarie Dictionary. 

References: 	 References should be cited in the text by authors name and year Whee 
there are three or more authors, the first .author's name is given followed 
by at al. An alphabetical list of references should be provided at the end 
Of the text giving surnames of authors, initials, year. of publication (in 
parentheses), title of paper, name of journal (in italics), volume number 
and first and last page nUmbers: • (over) 
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For example:  

Vanclay, J.K. (1970). Effects of selection logging on rainforest 
productivity. Aust. For. 53: 200-214. 

Copy: 	 Please supply both a hard (printed) copy which is correctly formatted and 
camera ready and a disc copy of your paper. Disc copy - should be on IBM 
formatted (DOS) discs (any size, any density). Preferred word processing 
is Microsoft Word forWindows. Other processing packages include 
WordPerfect, MS Word, RFT-OCA, Wqrdstar, Win Write, Works. For 
Macintosh the only acceptable form is MSWord, version 4 or 5. 

Poster displays: 	Postir displays should be confined to a maximum 100cm wide k 1 3Qcm 
high. The title, author(s) and organisation must-be at the top of the 
board. A photograph at the top right hand corner will help delegates 
identify the author(s) for discussions. Make sure poster elemesits flow in 
a logical pattem across and down the poste. Make the message clear, 

- 

	

	 simple and self-explanatory as delegates will read your poster outside 
formal tour sessions. 

All lettering must be read easily from a distance of 3 metres: Avoid 
typefaces made of thin strokes as readability is reduced. Use bold 
typeface for titles, headings and sub-headings. 

Poster elements should be mounted on cardboard which :an be easily 
transported. You may wish to consider having your poster p aslic 
laminated. 

- 	. 	 Remember: 	A poster is not a vehicle to present the detai! normally 
conlained in a scientific paper. The simplest posters are oIt n the most 

- 	 successful. Make sure there is a clear take home message 

0 
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A NEW FOCUS FOR AUSTRALIA'S FORESTS 

Australia will have a comprehensive system of forest conservation reserves, more 
productive and efficient forest industries, increased plantation development and eco-
tourism growth, under a draft National Forest Policy Statement released today. 

The draft Statement was released on behalf of the Federal Government by the Minister 
for Resources, Alan Griffiths and the Minister for the Arts, Sport, the Environment and 
Territories, Ros Kelly. 

The Statement is also being released across Australia by State and Territory Ministers 
responsible for forests, conservation and the environment. 

Mr Griffiths and Mrs Kelly said the Statement wifi, for the first time since Federation, 
take a co-ordinated approach to the conservation and sustainable management of 
Australia's forests. 

The Statement's strategy and initiatives are comprehensive and far reaching. They 
address the fundamental issues of conservation, commercial use, value-adding 
investment, sustainable employment and the protection of old growth and wilderness 
values through a transition strategy, all of which have been at the centre of the forests 
debate over the last 15 years. 

The new focus seeks to achieve the best mix of conservation and commercial uses of 
native and plantation forests, in an integrated planning and management framework. 

As part of this, the Statement outlines a shared vision of Australia's forests and forest 
industries into the next centuii. Its main features are outlined in the attached summary 
document. 

"The statement includes a draft national plantations strategy that will provide an 
increased commercial wood resource for industiy and, in some cases, should also help 
to rehabilitate degraded farmland and improve water quality. 

"The draft statement also proposes an increased and better focussed national research 
and development effort, and more opportunities for effective public participation in 
decision-making about forest use," the Ministers said. 

"It is particularly pleasing for me to see a national approach to establishing a 
comprehensive reserve system for forests," Mrs Kelly said. 	 - 



2 

"A commitment to have the best of our old growth forests and wilderness protected by 
1995 will go a long way to resolving the contentious forestry debate." 

People interested in forest policy will have an opportuhity to submit comments to 
Commonwealth, State or Territory governments. 

When finalised later this year, the draft statement will be the response by the 
governments to three major forest inquin.... the reports of the Ecologically Sustainable 
Development Working Group on Forest Use, the Resource Assessment Commission 
Forest and Timber Inquiry, and the National Plantations Advisory Committee. 

Public comment on the draft policy statement is welcome. Copies are available from: 

The Secretariat 
Forests Policy Analysis Unit 
Land Resources Division 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra City ACT 2601 

More information: Kristen Bany 	Mr Griffiths' office 
Garde Hutchinson Mrs Kelly's office 
Rick Pickering 	DPIE 
Bob Pegler 	DASET  

(06) 277 7480 
(06) 277 7640 
(06) 272 5113 
(06) 274 1399 
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For the first time, Australia is to take a co-ordinated national approach to the sustainable management and use of 
Australia's forests. The Statement outlines a vision of Australia's forests and forest industries into the next 
century. The cornerstone of the vision is the principle of ecologically sustainable development. 

The Statement has been prepared by Commonwealth, State and Territory officials under the auspices of the 
Australian Forestry Council and the Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council, and has yet 
to be endorsed by Governments. - 

THE POLICIES ATA GLANCE 

1. Forest Conservation 

Two principal objectives outlined in the Statement are the maintenance of a permanent forest estate in 
Australia and the protection of nature conservation values in forests. 

1 Adequate nature conservation reserves 

It is important that Australia protects and manages conservation values in forests. This will be achieved 
by: 
• determination of agreed criteria for a comprehensive and representative reservation system; 
• establishment of a comprehensive network of secure and representative reserves, supported by 

complementary management outside reserves; 	 - 
• adequate resources for forest reserve management; 
• further developing management plans for reserves to ensure protection of conservation and heritage 

values. 

1.2 Protection of old-growth and wilderness values through a transition strategy 

A transition strategy has been agreed which will conserve and manage forests with old-growth and 
wildemess values by: 
• ensuring that a representative reserve system of forests with old-growth values and wilderness areas 

is in place by the end of 1995, complemented by sustainable management outside reserves. 

.3 Ecologically sustainable forest management 

Ecologically sustainable management of native forests and plantations will be given effect through: 
• further developing and applying codes of practice for all commercial and high impact uses; 
• avoiding or limiting clearing of public native forests to cases where national and regional conservation 

objectives and catchment management objectives are not compromised; 
• encouraging sustainable management of private native forests; 
• managing unallocated and leased Crown land consistent with ecologically sustainable practices. 

1.4 Adequate forest protection 

Protection of the conservation and commercial values of forests will necessitate: 
• addressing threats to forests from disease, pests, fire and pathogens; 
• strict guidelines for use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals; 
• adequate quarantine measures against introduction of plant diseases and pests; 
• monitoring and control of feral animals and exotic plants. 	 - 

Wood Production and Industry Development 

Sustainable economic use of native forests and plantations is a major objective outlined in the Statement. 



1 Promotion of efficient use and value adding industries 

The benefit to the community from using multiple purpose forests for wood production can be increased 
through efficient use of wood by industry and value-adding forest productsindustries. This will be achieved 
by: 

• cooperative arrangements between Governments aimed at providing certainty and security to industry 
so that it can make significant long term investments in value-adding projects; 

• lifting export controls on private and public plantation woodchips, subject to satisfactory codes of 
practice; 

• following comprehensive forest assessments, the Commonwealth will consider longer term export 
licence approvals; 

• providing domestic processors with the first opportunity to use pulpwood from native forests to 
facilitate domestic value adding processing; 

• adoption of the national environmental guidelines for new bleached eucalypt kraft pulpmills; 
• reviewing existing taxation provisions for recycled paper. 

2.2 Structural assistance and improving international competitiveness 

The forest and forest products industries need to be internationally competitive and adjust constantly to 
changing consumer preferences, market conditions and the availability and quality of wood resource. This 
will be assisted by: 
• promoting industry development initiatives of Governments, including participation in the Best Practices 

Progtam; 
• structural adjustment assktance should resource be withdrawn by Govemments. 

2.3 Improving employment opportunities, labour productivity and safety 

There are important regional and local employment effects of wood production and processing. Increased 
labour productivity is important for improving industry efficiency. This will be pursued by: 
• continued skills up-grading, workplace reform and occupational health and safety programs. 

2.4 Wood pricing and allocation 

The pricing and allocation system for wood from public native forests has a major bearing on industry 
performance and community returns. Appropriate policies will be achieved by: 
• further developing pricing and allocation systems which are market based and allow transferability of 

rights, a fair return to the community and promote the most efficient use of resources; 
• revised accounting procedures to reflect costs associated with wood production and community services. 

Integrated Decision Making and Management 

It is important to ensure that Governments have access to the same information and consider issues 
concurrently rather than sequentially to avoid duplication and fragmentation in decision making. This will be 
achieved by: 

• implementing land use decision-making processes. agreed in the context of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Environment; 

• integrated management of conservation and commercial uses of forests; 
• development of regional management plans by forest management agencies, consulting with regional 

organisations and the community. 

Private Native Forests 

The management of forests in private ownership is integral to achieving the objectives for the management 
of the native forest estate. This will be achieved by: 
• future land development being in line with soundly-based regional conservation and development 

strategies; 
• encouraging the application of Codes of Practice covering wood production and other uses; 
• the provision of incentives, information and technical advice to encourage conservation; 
• promotion of sustainable forest management through Landcare groups; 
• land clearing controls and/or other measures to encourage forest retention. 



Plantations 

Plantations can provide a wide range of commercial, environmental and aesthetic benefits to the community. 
Plantation development will be facilitated by: 
• reviewing the taxation treatment of plantations; 
• provision of extension services; 
• development of demonstration plantations on farms; 
• tree breeding and research program; 
• simplifying approval processes; 

Water Supply and Catchment Management 

The value to the community of a reliable, high quality water supply is very great. Water quality will be 
maintained by: 
• the promotion of integrated catchment management among public and private forest owners. 

Public Awareness and Involvement 

Forest management agencies manage public forests on behalf of the community. It is important that these 
agencies are accountable to the community for their stewardship of the community's assets. This will be 
achieved by: 
• improve community awareness of forest management and conservation through forest information 

facilities and school education initiatives; 
• public involvement in land use decision making. 
• producing "state of the forests" reviews every five years for public information on forest management; 

a Tourism Recreation 

In an increasingly competitive tourist market, Australia's natural environment is a major attraction for 
domestic and overseas visitors. Tourism and recreation will be enhanced by: 
• developing an ecotourism strategy for Australia covering tourist use of Australia's forests; 
• international marketing of forest-based tourism; 
• providing appropriate infrastructure and visitor facilities; 
• increasing ecotourism related research and monitoring the impact of tourism and recreation. 

Research and Development 

An enhanced, better coordinated and focussed research and development effort is important to the future of 
Australia's forests and forest industries. This will be achieved by: 
• establishment of a Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Corporation, additional research 

into conservation and environmental aspects of forests, and plantations research; 
• continued support for the national pulpmill research program: 

International Responsibilities 

As a world leader in developing sustainable forest management, forest practices and community 
involvement in forestry, Australia will continue to be a model for the conservation and sustainable use of 
forests. This will require: 
• promoting sustainable forest management internationally; 
• continuing the development of an international agreement on forests. 

Public comments on the draft National Forest Policy Statement are invited prior to the 
finalisation of the Statement - for consideration by Governments. Details on where to send 
comments are Included at the back of the Statement. 
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Nature Conservation Council of NSW.Australlafl Conservation Foundation.FriendS of the Earth 
National Parks Association of NSW.Total Environment Centre.GreenpeaCe 

June 23, 1998 

v Tth HOrt BobMartin 
$ Micusterf& Mineral Resources 

Parliament House 
Macquarie St 
sYDNEY 2000 

BY FAX: 9230 3046: 

MA LS 

Dear Mx-Maftilt, 

4 DRAFT 

Re: Offshore Mining Bill 1998 

The Environment Liaison Groups view with grave concern the above Bill currently 
before the Parliament, and will be seeking significant antctndment in the Upper House. 
The issue of mining in potentially ecologically sensitive marine areas is under-
researched to say the least, and it is our position that such a Bill could not possibly be 
supported by the conservaPon movement unless it was firmly based on the 

pieifionary pxindpl cx(— eJuat ro.eaL L 

The Groups would prefer altertiative non-marine sources of production1  but where 

mining projects do edst, we maintain that such activities should only occur within a 

comprehensive planning framework. Secondly, they should be subject to full 

environmental assessment and yen iitTbis over all phases of the activity. 

The amendments we seek will focus on the following deficiencies in the Bill: 
t'4o&on ~ rI 

Research: 	 cx5 i2rLkPQ. 	
j{\4J ,lj, 'c4trv-t\ t 

or 44c 

The NSW Government should .-" 

impose an absolute moratorium on further exploration and minerals 
0 

 
exploitation in its territorial waters until management authorities have carried out -. 

environmental studies of the nation's marine environment to ensure identification 
of: 	

i) areas to be th 	 ted c tuar oorated into marine an proed ' ereaS 

areas in which fisheries management has 	ty; 

areas of high environmental sensitivity (eg replenishment sands); 

areas of cultural heritage significance; 

M
Environment Liaison Office 

39 George Street, SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Tel: (02) 9247 42069Mobile: 0411 221 202.Fax: (02) 9247 5945 
Email: elo@nccnsw.org.au.Internet:  http://www.nccnsw.org.au  
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MEPIA RELEASE... MEDIA RELEASE... MEDIA RELEASE... Thu, 22 Dec 1994 

CARR MUST. COME CLEAN 
ON FOREST PROTECTION 

"It has been encouraging that NS\'V Opposition leader Bob Carr has 
lined up with Senator.Faulknerin the • .furore over woodchip licence 
renewals" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature 
Conservation Council of NS\'V. 

-. 	"However, he has yet to commit an incoming Carr Government to 
protecting all the areas identified as high conservation value forests by 
the Federal Environment Minister" Mri'Valker said. 

"This is a pledge Mr Cart can and must make if he is to clearly 
distinguish the State ALP from the gross environmental vandalism of 
his Federal colleagues" he added. 

"Bob Carr took action to distance the NS\'V ALP from the Keating 
Government over the Third Runway debacle.f 

"A clear statement that a Carr Government will not permit logging in 
all these magnificent high conservation value forests is needed to 
ensure that the State ALP does not also get dragged into the woodchip 
mire by its Federal counterparts" Mr Walker concluded. 

For further information contact Sid Walker on 02 247 4206 (iv) 02 305 . 090 (Ii) 

IUCN 	.. 	... 	 ... 	
•. 

• 	 r 

4.' 
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SOUTH. EAST 
FOREST ALLIANqE 

SHOP 1, GLOUCESTER WALK,'88 OUMBERLANO STREET 
SYDNEY. N..S.W.. 2000 

Ph:.(02.). 241:1737 

Fa3c:t02) 247  7118 

MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA REEIEAS MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RUXASE 
Irediate Attention Chief of Staff! Environrrent Reporter 

WOOnCHIrPINO DISASTER - PAn OP SOt7flr 
RASP .POBflTS n.INGES On StArts W.F!aICRj 

"The South East Forest Alliance welcomes the State Opposition's repufti ation of 
the Keating Government's e3ort woodchip licences - This should be a first 
step to protect all high conservation value forests in the south east", Woe]. 
Pli.ut, spokesperson for the Alliance said today. 

"1
With the resignation of Senator Devereaux, it is clear that the ALP has lost. 
its way and is divided on environmental issues." 

l! 	NSW ALP's proposal for a 90,000 hectare South East Forest National. Park 
does not fufly cover all high conservation value forests in the south east, "  
said Mr Plumb, "but it is a ghrmaer of hope for the forests which the Keating 
and Pahey Governments have gilt wrapped for the multinational wocdchipper 
arris Daishowa." 

"The issue is now shaping up as a major state election focus. The conmuinity 
must now look to the March 1995 State election for a government which will 
protect old growth and wilderness forest and rentve them from the control of a 
rapacious State Forest bureaucracy which has completely lost sight of its 
environmental responsibilities, t" said Mr Plumb. 

"Yesterday's anrmcement of 1995 export woodehip licences was the last rhnrn 

for the National Forest Policy Statement (ZIPPS) to be inpiewented. It is 
si'posed to commit the Federal Government and State Governments to 3protect 
likely high conservation value forests, especially old growth and wilderness 

a ucratoriun so that high conservation values are not 
sterilized before a new park system is realised." 

"Clearly, Paul Keating has abandoned any pretence that the Federal Government 
will inpiement the conservation provisions of the NFPS, especially the aucial 
ntratorium ri IIe. the Fahey Government has refused consistently to honour its 
NFPS responsibilities over the last two years," said Mr Plumb. 

"tt Can's position provides some hope for 145W forests but the electorate will 
want to support those who clearly oppose any conti it tation of the present 
environmental and economic vrntili n of woodchipping in the south east," 
conc].iided Mr Plumb 

Further information and comment 
Noel Plumb 247 4714 or 247 1737 or 817 5240 ali 

Jeff Angel 247 4714 
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MEDIA R ASE..Eb4I29fELEASE...MEDIA RELEASE ... TUC,_ cc 1994 

KEATING'S FOREST BETRAYAL 
The Keating Govçrnment's decision on export woodchip licence 
renewal.s for 1995 has betrayed the aspirations of millions of - 
Australians, and is an indictment of the Federal ALP's careless attitude 
to environmental protection" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the 
Nature Conservation Council of .NSW. 

drnle Prime Minister decided, once again, to allow the Resources 
Minister to authorise logging for woodchips throughout vast areas of 
Australia with minimal en ironmental control or monitoring" he said. 

"Only a handfy] of compartments, most of them suspiciously close to 
areas favoured by Canberra public servants for country homes, have 
been protected. New and additional wood chip licences have been 
issued, includi.rg a 140,000 tonne licence for 'Queensland Hardwood 
Resources' which will draw woodchips from northern NSW. All in all, 
today's decision is a voodchippers' dream" he added. 

"Last week's announced discovery of a new genus of native pine in 
unexplored bushland close to Sydney gave an indication of the diversity 
of our native forests and- the mans' biological secrets they still contain. 

"Yet thanks to the-Keating Government, tens of thousands of hectares 
of NSW will be woodchipping in the coming year. The inadequacy of 
the information base hefore.ànd after logging activity means we will 
never know what we have lost in the process. 

"it will be hard fo the Prime Minister to salvage any ii. .age he may 
have left as environmentally responsible after this appalling decision. 
Mr Keating is personally responsible, because he was able to call the 
issue in to cabinet but declined to do so. 

By adopting such a restrictive interpretation, of the National Forest 
Policy Statement's conservation commitments, the Keating 
Government has effectively signalled that it is unwilling to use the 
NFPS as a nieans of protecting forests from devastation.. This is a slap 
in: the face for Environment Minister John Faulkner who has tried hard 
to bring balance and fairness into a woodchip-dnven Government". 

—S 

I UOf4urther iiformatio;l .ontuct Sid Walker vi' 02 247 4206 (w) 02 305 090 (Ii) 
fl. WSd Ca.wnd.. U 
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Christabel Chamarette 
Senator for The Greens (WA) 

20th December 1994 

- ..LP Fails Community on Forests 
Greens (WA) Senator Christabel Chamarette said today that the Federal 
Government has lost all credibility in the eyes of the community with the 
decision by the Minister for Resources , Mr Bcddell, to approve all woodchip 
export licences. 
Senator Chamarette said "lhe Minister and the Government have blatantly 
Ignored the comprehensive advice of the Environment Minister Senator 
Faulkier and the Australian Heritage Commission and betrayed the wishes of 
the community to kccp our old-growth forests safe from woodchipping for 
future generations." 
"It is apparent that the only criteria taken into account were the economic needs 

of the timber industry. This is irrational in the extrthrne considering the 
economics of woodchpping remain questionable and almost certainly not 
sustainable." 
"Not only has the Minister approved current export volumes but approved two 
extra export licences in Tasmania and Victoria." 
"In Wcstern Australia where some 370 areas were targeted by the conservation 
movenient for exclusion from woodchip export licenecs, only thSe codpes were 
excluded. This not only threatens the forests but also the tourism industry." 
"The total disregard for the overwhelming community protest at woodchipping 
in our native forests would suggest that the government has changed its plans 
for an election in the near future." 

It Is cynical in the extreme that the Federal Government acts as though 
unvironmental issues operate only in pre-election periods and assume the 
community forgets in between." 
This decision could not have been any worse if made by the opposition. The 
voting public are in a position between a rock and a hard place when it comes to 
environmental issues," Senator Chainarctte said. 
"It is cicar that the community needs to work harder to get the message throush 
to the Federal and State Oovcrmnents and both major political parties that 
saving our forests is vital not just for our future and our children but for the 
electoral survival of those political parties," Senator Charnarette concluded. 

For more Information contact: 	Christabel Chamarette 	015 714 441 

Parliarncntltouse 	 Sun., 1.111 CounStraet 
Canberra. A.C.T. 2000 	 P.O. Dew 137 
ltl: (00) 277 3792 	 West path, WA. 0005 
raw: (00) 277 8779 	 TcI: (09) 401 1244 
CointayW.A (00111 803-178 	 Fax: (09) 322 1049 
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RICHARD JONES IVILC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative Council 
Parliament House, SYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 230 2868 Fax (02) 230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

20 December 1994 

Woodchip decision will cost Paul Keating. 
government .&, may rebound on Bob Carr 

"David Beddall's woodchip decision is certain to rebound on Paul Keating at the upcoming Federal 
Election," said T)cmocrat Richard Jones, MT.C. 

"I have talked to a number of key people and it is clear that the green voters are set on teaching 

Paul Keating a lesson at the next election. The third runway fiasco has already alienated many city-
based green voters, this woodchip decision will alienate every green voter. 	- 

"Paul Keating arrogantly assumes that green voters will automatically give their preferences 
to Labor. this is nol so. 

"Fveiy tree that is logged for woodchipping will have Paul TCeating's name on it. 

"This woodchw decision is 1101 only environmentally catastrophic, it is also economically 
stupid and l)Olit.Lca.11Y inept. 

"Huge areas of high, conseivation value old-growth forest, habitat tOt: endangered species, 
will be loudly destroyed by this stupid decision. 

"T have had infOtmation from small sawmillers that high quality saw logs, which they call 
their bread and butler, are going to the woodchip facilities. Many jobs will be losI in the 
sawlog industry. 

"Tt is politically inept because it is certain to rebound not only on the Federal Government 
but also on Bob Can. The last thing Bob Can needed was a decision like this added to his 
iiroblems with the noise from the third runway. 

"Paul Keating fOrgets that he cairnot get elected without the preferences from people he 
contemptuously refers as the 'basket-weavers of Ralmain'," eon'cluded Richard Jones. 

For further information please contact Richard Jones on (02) 230 2858 or (02)977 6894 
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MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE 

80.3% 'no' to woodchipping: Newspoll survey 

80.3% of Australians du not approve of trees from Australia's native forests 
being felled and exported as woodchips to Japan. 

These are the results of a survey conducted by Newspoll in five capital cities last 
weekend and released today by conservation groups. 

'This poll proves beyond any shadow of doubt that Australians from every walk of 
life ar&ünequivoca]ly opposed to the export woodchipping of native forests', said 
said Linda Parlane, Campaign Coordinator with Environment Victoria. 

'The Keating Government's imminent decision on woodehip licences will reveal Its 
responsiveness to community views on this issue. At least 764 forest areas with high 
conservation value are under immediate threat from Logging and woodehipping in 
Victoria, Tasmania, and Western Australia', said Mr. Kevin Parker, Natidnal 
Campaign Co-ordinator of the Wilderness Society. 

'Prime Minister Keating can now move decisively to protect our native forests 
knowing he has the overwhelming support of Australians', said Mr. Peter Wright, 
Biodiversity Campaignerfor the Australian Conservation Foundation. 

'Thepbll confirms prnvlous surveys that a decision by the Keating Government to 
end expOrt woodchlpping in native forests would gain clear support from the vast 
majority of Australians', she added. 

'Asa.minlmum he needs to ensure that the 764 identified areas of high conservation 
forests are protected from .woodchipping'. 

80.3% of people surveyed tue opposedto eAport woodehipping; 11.7% are infavour, 
while 8.0% remain undecided. 

The Ntwspoll survey found revealed that woodehipping and ecpon of native forests 
isopposed.by: 

• 83.2% of blue collar workers and.76.3% of white collar workers 
• 86.5% of womenand 733% of men; 

	

For futther information call Ms Linda Parlane 	015103063 

	

Mr Kevin Pailer 
	

018449 080 
Mr, Peter Wright 
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MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... Thu ec 1994 

WOODCHIP POLL VINDICATES CARR 
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW today weldomed a Newspoll 
public opinion survey which shows that over 807o of the Australian public do 
not "approve of Australia's native forests being felled and exported as 
woodchips to Japan": 

"The poll confirms what has been apparent for years: export woodchipping 
is deeply unpopular with the Australian public. Despite millions spent on 
advertising and PR by the woodchip lobby, most Australians continue to 
agree with conservationists that native forest wóodchipping should cease" 
said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation Council. 

"Respondents who identified themselves as 'blue collar' workers were even 
more supportive of ending woodchipping than 'white collar' workers. 
Similarly, a i'ery high 85.67o of respondents with a household income less 
than $30,000 per annum opposed wobdchipping, while the percentage for 
high income earners was somewhat lower" Mr Walker said. 

"This shows that frotection of native forests is not only a fmiddle class' 
concern. Bob Can's recent appeal to the Prime Minithter seeking protection 
of high conservation value forests in the coming round of export wood chip 
licence renewals was good politics - as well a g9od for conservation. 

"Australians .whohave most to fear from loss of.employment are the 
strongest'opponents of woodchipping. They can see the folly of destroying 
irreplaceable heritage for the ake of a few short term jobs" he said. 

"Prime Minister Kekting needs to show leadership on.the forest issue 
Having signed the National Forest Policy Statement on behalf of the 
Federal Govetnment, he should now ensureimplenientation of its essential 

'I  

¶ conservation commitments. In particular, Mt Keating must ensure that 
• high. conservationvalue Iorests:are protected - .not licened as a source of 
woodchips for export" Mr Walker concluded. 

For flirthe r. infonnation contact .Sid Walker on 02 247 4206 (iv); 02 305 090 (h) 

iUcN 
b.  



ffOtDSTh MHENUMOR MEEI @XTh1!lli 
• 	 THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 

39 GEORCE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

• 	 PHONE:. (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
• 	 FAX: 	(02) 2415945 

MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... Fri, 2 Dec 1994 

CONSERVATIQNISTS SUPPORT WORKERS' 
PUSH TO STOP RAW LOG EXPORTS 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW supports today's protest by 
the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) over 
the export of.raw pine logs via Port Kembla" said Sid Walker, the 
Council's Executive Officer. 

"Conservationists have consistently supported the development of the 
plantation industry, in NSW. But if Australia exports unprocessed 
plantation logs, this country will fail to capture the full benefits of this 
rapidly expanding resource" he said. 

"Australia's native forest export *bodchip industry isthe type of 
industry one would expect to find in the third world. Now our 
Government seems prepared toallow the plantation industry -. with its 
enornious potential .to create jobs and new i ndustry within Australia - to 
go down the same dismal third world route" said Mr Walker. 

"The Nature Conservation Council of NSW supports today's protest by 
the CFIVIEU and calls on the Federal Government to ensure that 
plantation logs are offered first to domestic processors. 

"Raw log exports should only be allowed if a market cannot be found 
for this resource within Australia" MrWalker concluded. 

For further infonnation contact Sid Walker on 02 247 4206 (iv) 02 305 090 (0)' 

IUCN 
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SOUTH EAST 
FOREST ALLIANcE: 

5F(OP 1. (LOUCESTER WALK. 85 CIJMBERLAIND STREET.. 
SYDNEY- N$..W.. 2000 

Ph: (02.). 247.1737 
Fix:t02)247 7118 

MEDIA RELEASE 	CIA RELEASE 	MEDIA RELEASE 
TEENT ION fliTR' OF STAFF / ENVIRONMENT REPORTER 

STATE GOVERMT MISLEADS PUBLIC 011 WOODCaInUIG 

"With the controversy raging over woodchip licences, the State Government is 
attempting to hide from the public its record of logging high consezqation 
value forests and the parL it played in the Federal Government t  s woodebip 
decision," the South East Forest Alliance's spokesman, Noel Plumb, said today - 

The State Mini ter for Forests George Souri.s today claimed on radio that 
logging in the State's forests was environmentally responsible even though the 
Federal Mini ter for Environment has classified at least a third of the 1995 
areas to be logged, as worthy of a prohibition on logging due to their high 
conservation value. 

sauna just can tnt get it right - Only yesten5ay, he issued a public 
apolocS' for defamatory remarks made about forest ecology researcher Hr Stephen 
Taylor who had pointed out in early October that State Forests was lagging old 
growth forest in Glenbog State Forest in the South East Forests - ME Taylor 
was part of the research team commissioned by the Federal Minister for the 
Environment to identify high conservation value forests inch t.41 ng oil growth 
and wilderness areas-" 

The Fahey Government has destroyed a further 10,000 hectares of largely old 
growth, wilderness and National Estate heritage forests in the south east it 
the last two years despite its claim to be environmentally responsible." 

"The public would not believe Mr Souris and the Fahey Government on their 
clams of environmental responsibility and they are actively mis1'i ng the 
public with their repeated claims that New South Wales is meeting its 
conservation commitments under the National Forest Policy Statement", said Mr 
Plumb.t 

"There is an irresponsible and deeply anti-environment concord between the 
Keatimj and Fahey Governments to destroy our precious heritage forests for a 
few short term lobs at the cost of our imique forest Mo- divers ity and a 
vigordus and sustainable forest in&fly based on plantations," concluded Mr 
Pltnb - 

For further information and comment please cal].: - 

Noel Pbnb 247 4714/247 1737 or 817 5240 (ala) 

s6Tanp5 



NORTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Cl- Big Scrub Entnment Centre Inc. 149 Keen & Usmote. 2480. Ph 066 21 3478. Fax 066222676 

KEATING CREATES FQREST 
EMERGENCY I 

An emergency meeting of the North East Forest Alliance has been call4d for early January 	to 
prepare non-violent direct action protest strategies in the wake of the Fednl Resources Ministefs 
renewal of BORAL's export woodchip licence & the issue of a new ljcence for the export of 
woodchip from north east NSW throu&i the port of Brisbane. I 
This follows Prime Minister Keaiings failure last week to protect any of the 495 forest areas of high 
conservation value in north east NSW nominated for protection from woodcqipping wider the National 
Forest Policy by Federal Environment Minister, Senator Faulkner. I 
°Despite the vast majority of people. more than 80%, wanting 'old growth' f4est protected and exrrt 

the destruction of old industry 	 intent on woodchipping ended, the timber 	and politicians are 	accelera$ng 
çowth' forest wildness and endangered species,' said NEFA spokesperson Mrjiohn Corkill. 

'We have all but given up on politicians saving these exquisite areas of ancient 4rest once again its up to 
people power to intervene between these environmental jewels and the bulldozef said Mr Corkill. 

The 495 are part of 1300 areas across Australia proposed for logging in 1995, jdentified as being of high 
conservation value in detailed advice by Senator Faulkner to Resources Ministerj David Roddall. 

Beddall ignored Senator Faulkne?s advice and issued the woodchip export Ilicences, but it was Paul 
Keating who refused to allow the issue to be resolved by Cabinet and who mtertened  to ensure Faulkn&s 
advice was not accepted. The Prime Minister has to personally accept ulti4tate responsibility for the 
acrimonious confrontations which will surely follow,' Mr Corkill said. I 
Mr Corkill said that Mr Keaung had betrayed the public and reneged on his pronjise to enforce the National 
Forest Policy Statement moratorium which states that foresi management age*ies will 	avoid acthts 
that may sign{flw2ily affect those areas of old growth forests and wildcnes4 that are likely to cotn 
high conservation values.' I 
"That these forests are of irreplaceable ecological value is beyond doubt. The i3epartrnent  of Environment 
prepared these lists of HCV forests, based on the best advice available to the qommonwealth. North east 
NSW has a hugely diverse forest biology. No-one can credibly claim that ttjese forests are not worth 
saving,0 

besaid.  I 
MrCorkill said that the culture of protest was now certain to develop into a maj4r  element of the Australian 
society, and would become endemic across the continent I 

'NEFA's protests and defensive protest actions will be parallelled by blocka' 
Tasm2nia,WestAustalia, Victoriaandsouth east NSW until the Federal elect 
his senses,' he said. 

For more info ph John Corkill 066 213278w (21 6824h)or DollS Pugh 066 

Od 900 	 996 	0AN9fl3S bis 

and forest occupations in 
or until ICeating  comes to 

...endt 
2268h 

- G L 



U1ATURE COI1SERUATION COUNCIL I OFNSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 	- 
39GEORGEST 

	IThu, 

THE ROCKS NSW 2000 FecPHONE: (02) 2474206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

MEDIA RELEASE...MEDIA RELEASE...MEDL& RELEASE.. 994 

WOODCHIP POLL VINDICATES CARR 
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW today welcomed a Newspoll 
public opinion survey which shows that over 807o of the Australian public do 
not "approve of Australia's native forests being felled and exported as 
woodchips to Japan". 

"The poli confirms what has been apparent for years: export woocichipping 
is deeply unpopular with the Australian public. Despite millions spent on 
advertising and PR by the woodchip lobby, most Australians continue to 
agree with conservationists that native forest woodchipping should cease" 
said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation Council. 

"Respondents who identified themselves as 'blue collar' workers were even 
more supportive of ending woodchipping than 'white collar' workers. 
Similarly, a very high 85.6% of respondents with a household income less 
than $30,000 per annum opposed wopdchipping, while the percentage for 
high income earners was somewhat lower" Mr Walker said. 

"This shows that protection of native forests is not only a 'middle class 
concern. Bob Carr's recent appeal to the Prime Minister seeking protection 
of high conservation value forests in the coming round of export woodchip 
licence renewals was good politics - as well as good for conservation. 

"Australians who have most to fear from loss of.employment are the 
strongestopponénts of woodchipping. They can see the folly of destroying 
irreplaceable. heritage for the sake of a few short term jobs" he said. 

"Prime Minister Keating needs to show leadership onthe forest issue 
Having signed the National Forest Policy Statement on behalf of the 
Federal Government, he should now ensure implementation of its essential 
conservation commitments. In particular, Mr Keating must ensure that 
high conservation value forests are protected - not licenced as a source of 
woodchips for export" Mr Walker concluded. 

For further information contact Sic! Walker on 02 247 4206 (iv); 02 305 090 (h) 

IUCN 
lb. —. 
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:Tuesday April 19, 1994 

Ref ,JW/ADILW 	 44/i 

• 	DEMOCRAT BACKS CALL FOR CENTRAL QUEENSLAND RAXNYORFAIT 
WGOING TO STOP . 

Fnintorest logging In the Eungella area must cease immediately, Qusen5land 
Dernoáat Senator John .Woodley ealdifter a visit to the area. 

"The Mackay region is graced with magnificent sub-tropical ralutorest whicP2 is being 
irreparably deatroye4 by.a ehort-stghto4Stats Goverameit." 

'HavIng aeon the are, I j can safely say any cls' thAt 'aélective-loggihg' Is 
sustainable and doeskfo long Win damage La simply laughable." 

'TheSis widespread weed infestation, erosion and canopy destruction all of which 
Iáavea the remaining fôreM via nerable to further destruction and degradation." 

The loss of rainforeatirodn the thin topsoil and makes regeneration of the forest 
• 	almost impossible. The soil washes into thecrees and thers and pollutes the 

waters.. 	 • 	: 	 1 

• 	 Sánator Wóodiey called on the Federal GQverinnent to extend joInt Mzdicig of the 
Commonwealth Rainrorest RefOrestation Program to unsure  that$obs are not loot 

• and a raiMoreet timber supply is still available, but from a truly sustainable 
resource. 	 •• 	•. 

• 	
This would provide ftwther employment for the  region and prevent a valuable 

• resource being lost forever. . 

FOR MORE DIFORM&TION CONT&Cc SENATOR WOODLET Ph 916 622  
OR(Ofl8M •, 	.: : 

	•. * , 	: 
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THE WILDERNESS . SKIETY L Ann: Chiefs of Staff / Environment & Political Reporters 
I 

AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT 22/4/94. 

NSW GOVT AND ALP TO DESTROY 60,000 HECARES OF SE FORESTS 

The Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Amendment Bill was passed by the NSW 
Legislative Assembly last flight at about 9.00 pm. The Government and the ALP 
reached agreement on the Bill so that no vote was taken. The Bill guarrantees 
logging in 40,000 ha of high conservation value forest without Environmental 
Impact Statements, and fast tracks an EIS (read logging proposal) for another 20,000 
ha Including 10,000 ha of National EstateForEst. 

The fast track ELS is likely to be- completed by the end of this year. 

Claims by the Government and Forest Products Association that the Bill provides 
for a temporary moratorium on 200,000 hectares are extremely misleading. About 
120,000 ha of this 200,000 ha is already logged and not even sought for logging by the 
timber Industry. The main result of the Bill is that the native forest woodchipping. 
industry has succeeded in accessing another 40,000 ha of high conservation value 
forest for Daishowa-at Eden with another 20,000 ha on the way. (90% of 41 logs in SE 
NSW are wbodchipped.) 

Claims that theB ill is aimed at protecting jobs at the Duncans sawmill at Eden are-
false. Only 28 jobs at the mill are in Issue and Boral who own the sawmill are trying 
to sell up as soon as possible (with or without the Bill) because the operation is 
simply uneconomical. The jobs will go anyway. The mill currently has no logging 
quota and the Bill- simply provides a windfall increase in sale value to Boral. 

Two amendments were also agieed relating to; 

I. A. new committee, to control logging approvals throughout all of NSW consisting 
of representatives of the Environmental Protection Authority, National Parks & 
WIldliie Service, Soil Conservation Service and Forestry Commission (now called 
State Forests of. NSW); 

2. 8 or, so extremely high conservation value small compartments of forest, unlikely 
to ever be granted logging approvals (fauna licences) by the NPWS, were excluded 
from the 'resource guarantee' in the Bill. 

The NSW Legislative Council is sitting on Friday 22/4/94 and may, well rubber 
stamp the Bill into law given the Government/ALP deal to woodchip the forests. 

Further information: 	Tom McLoughlin tel. 027365 3837 tiU 8.00 a.m. 
tel. 02/305 371 from. 8.30- 11.00 a.m. 
tel. 02/ 267 7929 (work) 
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FOREST ALLIANCE 
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Ph: (02) 247 1137 
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MEDIA RELEASE 	14 APRIL 1994 	MEDIA RELEASE 

GOVERNMENT FOREST LEGISLATION RAILROADS ENVIRONMENT 

:TheFsheyGovernrnenr's proposed extensions tothe .: 
controversial Timber tndustry Interim Protection Act 
amount to a further attempt to fast track the destruction 
of. Natibnàl.Estate and other.unfu'agrnented old 	roWth- 
forests in the South East Forests of New South Wales 
said Jeff Angel, Convenor of the South East Forest 

• 	
. 	'Allianóe 	today. , 	

.. 	 .. 	 .. 	 .. 	 . 	 .'. 

!ithe Government announced the 1eisi,atiop yesterday and 
clearly .wants to rush. it through Parliament despite: the  
consequences for endangered species from the destruction 

• 	of further old.growth forest habitat', he added.. 

th 	legislation 	ives interim resource seüri't 	and 
excludes environmental impact assessment 	It ensures 

• 	
. 	 within norths'a grab by State Forests. at 20,0.00 'hectares 

• 	 . 	 of the.COolanuba'WildSrriss and .Yowaka National Estate 
;torests, toQether with other crucial. hih 	o'nsecvaticn 
value areas in the south east 

This thee in the face of recent warnings from the 
Australian Heritage Commission that it may have to remove 
:these •foretsfiom the Register of:the National Estate if. H. 
further logging occurs 

Despite the recent cosmetic changes to the Forestry 
Commission,, the •same 'outrageous: games ar 	being. played 
with our .natural-heëitage 	what a way.toaélebrate . 

Heritage Week! • said Mr Angel 

The Minister,Geore Soura.s, and the qew. Commissioner for 
Forests, Warwick Watkins have failed dismally to ensure a 
change of direction by State Forests. 	It continues to 
thunder down the track of old growth forest destructi.o, -i,' 
lie said 

• 	

' 	 "The people otmew South'Waies are not góiñg' tb'cop this 
heritage vandalism and the Government can expect a strong 
reaction trbm the community • Mr Angel said in 
conclusion.':   

Furthes information - Jeff Angel or Noel Plumb - 247 4714 



THE WILIDERNESS Socim 
• 	Attn: Chiefs of Staff I Environment and Political Reporters 

***MediaRelease*** 
EMBARGOED UNTIL Monday, 31 January1994 

FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION AbVQCATES 
- JOB LOSSES, NO INVESTMENT AND NOVALIJE ADDING! 

The Wilderness Society today "slammed" the "pathetic claims" by Mr Cohn Dorber, of 
the Forest Products AssOciation of NSW who is promoting the.discredited concept of 

• 'resource seburity' asa method of job creation.in NSW's forestry industry (as reported 
in the Sydney Morning Herald 28/1/94); 

Mr Tpm McLoughlin, NSW Campaign Officer for the Society said today, "Mr Dorber's 
• ignorance of recent history in the native forest sector is appalling and dangerous. For 
instance in Tasmania, where. 'resource security legislation' was passedin;November 
1991, it has proved a dismal failure. The Tasmanian Government claimed it would; 

guarantee all existing jobs when, in fact a total of 1,200 jobs have been lost - that's 
a rateof2jObsperday;. 	 . . 

encourage value adding investment when in fact the only new project is another 
woodchip. mill at Hampshire, creating only lOjobs! (Compared with 30jobs created 
in a recently opened recycled cardboard fabtory.) ln.an even more retrograde step, 
.'resourde security' .has also seen the advent of "whole log" exports. Call that value 
adding?. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	•. . 	. . 	. 	. . 

"Mr Dorberis trying to peddle tothe Premier, and the people of NSW, the same lemon 
that the people Of.Tasmania have had to suck for the last two years. It's just as well Mr 
Fahey is committed to improving the health of NSW and not..taking us backwards, 
otherwise Mr. Dorbers dangerous nonsense might just be taken seriously. 

• "Job losses, no investment ahd rio value adding are the real reasons why similér 
"Resource Security" failed to pass through the Federal Parliament in 1992 and why 
similar.proposals will be rejected by the community - they lack ecological, social and 
economic integrity. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	•• • 	 :. 	. 

"Mr Dorber would be better off making constructive proposals about jobs and 
investment in agroforestry and the 250,000 hectars_of softwood and hardwood 
plantation in NSW," concluded Mr McLoughlin. 

For more information contact Torn.MoLoughlin, ph: (02)267 7929, (02) 365 3837(h) 

co 
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NORTH EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 

MEDIA RELEASE• MEbIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE 
I 

Tuesday 28 June 1994 

PROTECTION NEEDED FOR KOALAS 

The North East Forest Alliance has once again taken non-violent direct action to halt 
lbgging it claims is unlawful in high conservation forests. 

The protest action in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest near Dorrigo follows the discovery 
of a large number of trees used by koàlas in an area where logging is already underway. 
It also follows a failure by National Party Minister for Planning Mr Robert Webster to 
issue an Interim Conservation Order under provisions of the Heritage Act 1977, over 
high conservation value !old growth' forests in the area 

"Both State Forests and the logging contractors are in clear breach of the NPWS licence 
and the harvesting plan for Compartment 562" said Ms. Megan Edwards, 
spokesperson for NEFA. 

'IState Forests have the legal responsibility to do pre-logging Koala surveys, which 
involves marking trees which koalas use. However this has not been done.'t 

"Contractors began logging last Thursday, in a part of the compartment that had not 
been marked by State Forests. This is a breach of the legally binding Harvesting Plan 
and is a typical example of how logging contractors operate without, proper 
supervision and in contravention of their legal obligations." 

"The currently, accepted prescriptions for Koalas require that if evidence, of Koalas is 
found at. a tree; such as tree sctratches or frsh scats, then surveys will be carried out to 
identify the density of the trees being used by koalas. This information is. needed to 
determine if the area is a "core afea" for koalas. If the compartment is found to be a 
core area, then it is up to State Forests to stop logging immediately and notify the 
Director General of the NPWS," said Ms Edwards. 

"NEFA's actions involved . protesting to the contractors, who stopped work, and 
undertaking their own survey; which should have been completed by SF's ,before 
logging began. 30 Koala trees were identified by NFA in an area where only 3 trees 
had been marked for retention by State Forests, so this area may well be a core area." 

Ms Edwards rejetted claims made by the Forest Protection Society that logging did not 
affect forest animals or bio-diversity. 

"Mr Attiwill has no evidence to prove that logging does not significantly impact upon 
biodiversity. He has done none of his own research or fieldwork on the effects of 
logging on biodiversity, and is quoting results frdm a literature review he did of other 
ecologists's work. His review does not reflect views of researchers whose work he has 
used, and many disagree with his interpretation of their results." . 

-1- 
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"Normal logging practices have been found by the then Forestry Commission of NSW 
(now State Forests) to have a significant impact on wildlife, causing elimination or 
severe reductions of a variety of animals in logged areas. So how does the industry 
based research of FPS come to these convenient conclusiofls?" said Ms Edwards. 

"The species considered to be most affected, are those requiring tree-hollows and other 
aspects of mature trees for denning, .roosting and/or nesting, species utilising large 
logs, such as small terrestrial mammals,and native predatoth, such as quolls, owls and 
hawks. The Chaelundi court case found that logging would have a significant impact 
on the forest environment, and this led to the instigationof the EIS pr9cess for North 
Coast forests," Ms Edwards éaid.  

'The Fauna Impact Study for the Glen Innes Management Area, states that Koalas 
may prefer. 'old growth' fqrest, since they have been found to .prefer the largest trees in 
mixed age stands. The FIS includes Koalas as "likely" to be One of the species which 
depend upon mature and old growth trees for foraging and nesting hollows, which 
may be severely reducedor permanently eliminated from forests disturbed at frequent 
intervals (c  100 years) or maintained on short harvesting rotations. This is particularly 
relevant to Compartment 562 which is to be logged for the third time in 20 years." 

"The area around Compartment 562 may be of regional, and :therefore national 
significance, due to the frequency and intensity of evidence of Koala habitation. Koala 
populations are declining on the North Coasf and, areas where they occur in high 
densities may be critical for their long term survival," said Ms Edwards. 

"State Forests own researchers recommended 6 years ago that a research program 
should be initiated to identify' what the movements, home ranges and habitat 
requirements of Koalas are. This has still not been completed by State Forests and 
should 'be initiated immediately so that adequate management prescriptions can be 
developed,  and implemented. State Forests must also act immediately to stop .logging. 
in the Compartment until adequate surveys have been completed and' all Koala trees 
identified and protected," Ms Edwards said. 

Ms Edwards said that NFA was maintaining a 'forest watch' camp in the Wild Cattle 
creek SF and would take further action if attempts were made to carry on further 
logging in the area.  

For more information contact: Megan Edwards (066) 431 863 w, (066) 433 204 h 
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pLJJ 	20 December, 1994. 

WUSDKRNESS THE LOSi FROM WX)DCRIP DEC ISIS 

The logging of NSW wilderneL areI 4n be espaided as a 
Inlet result of the decision by the Pedel sinister for IReao1rces 

on the renewal of woodchip licenceNSW Shadow Minister for 
Planning and Environment, Me Pan All, said today. 

"This decj8jon is a disaster for the protection of old growth 
forests in NSW. cr1 
The Federal Government and the Fahey Government have clarly 
jettisoned the National Fores4 Policy. 

"This policy provided a 4o-ordin ite4 framework for the 
enhancement of jobs in forest industi tel and the protecti n of 
precious old growth forests. 

"It was agreed upon by State ax d ederal Resource and 
Environment Ministers, the !or8t industry and 
conservationists, 

o 
o 	"Yet this approach - agreed to by all, parties -' has I been o 	sacrificed to open slatht logging of environmentally 

P-i 	
sensitive forests. 

"The advice of Federal Government coz4se4-ation departuentS has 
I 	 clearly been ignored. 	 I 

"Mr Deddall has merely giv4n lip-pen-ice to environmental 
'C 	protection in the rush to approve expanded logging of high 

i',., ç 	conservation areas. 

"The NSW Parliament has alr4dy pl 4ced a moratorium on the 
logging of sensitive forestry areas i through timber indhistry 

L—J interim protection legislation. 	I 
"Mr Beddall's decision appead to ovrri4te the will of ,t}n NSW 
Parliament in this regard. 	' 	I 

$ "Labor in 145W remains comzni&ed to 	creation of ii 	new 
wilderness 	areas 	and 	a 	90,ODO 	hect 	South 	East 

12", 

 
Pc rests 

National Park when elected afthr Marc t 	Ms Allan said 

ni H 
Parliament Rouse. Macquark 	t.. SYDNEY. 2000 TeL: 230 2113 

I,,, ' 	Electorate Offict: 71a Boomerang Pluce- SE%t$ HiLLS 214 	TcL; w2 i o22 3110 	k (02' 831 21 3" 
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Mecha Release 
Senator John Faulkner 

.... 
Minisi.cj- for  the Environrncnt, Sport and Thrritoi-;cs 

20 December 1994 
ENVIRONMENT MINISThR EXPRESSES DISAPPOIr%4J- ENT AT OUTCOME OF WOODcJjjp LICENCE RENEWALS 

The Minister for the Environment Senator Joint Faulkner, today expressed his 
extreme disappoinej1t at the outcome of the current round of export WoOdchip licence renewals 

"It seems from a first reading that Minister Beddali has taken on board'very little 
of my advice, particularly in relation to the protection of old growth forest and 
wilderness. I had recommended that 1297 coupes and 11 forest blocks be 
excluded from logging under the moratorium clause of. the National Forest Policy Statement (Nfl's)." 

"My advice represented about 40% of the total number of coupes referred to my 
Pcpartment as being scheduled for logging and which are associated wi 
production and export of woodchips." 	 th the  

"It appears from an initial examuupon of the licences that. Minister Bedcjafl's decision excludes from logging very few of the areas my portfolio identified as being of high conservation value: 

"I also provided advice on changes to, and additional requfrethen for, export 
licence conxiitjoz to better reflect the obligations of the NF1's: 

"I 
have asked my department to provide me with a detailed report on how my 

advice has been reflected in the licences which have now been issued." 

'The, response to my advice compous my concern about the lack of progress on 
the conservation elements of the NFPS." 

Senator Faulkner said his advice, whith he was making p 
with the December 1993 decision of 	 ublic today, was in line 

Cabinet,. In that decision the Government
r should advise the Resources Ministertt 

agreed that the Environment Ministe
' O the applicability of the NH'S to the issuing Of Woodchip export licences. 

The NF1'S requires that areas of old growth and wilderness likely to have high 
conservation value should not be logged until environmental assessments

,  are completed and a compreheive, adequate and representative reserve system put in plate. 
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Senator Faulkner said that in previous years implementation of this provisjo 
had been hampered by a lack of information on which areas may be of high conservation value. 

I!This year I took steps to remedy this situation.. I asked my portfolio to identify forest likely to be of high conservation value and to invite conservation 
organisations to contribute to thisprocess" Senator Faulkner said. 

"Based on the information made- available, my :  portfolio has developed cd- 
ordinated, scientific and thorough advice which: has been provided to Minister l3edda fl." 

Media Inquiries: 	Tony Fleming 	06 277 7640 or 018 625 020 

C) 
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Senator Faulkner said that in previbus years Implementation of this Ptovisjon had been hampered by a lack oj information on which areas may be of high COfl5ez-sjj 	value, 

"This year I took steps to remedy this situation. I asked my portfolio to identify 
forest likely to be of high conservation valueand to invite conservation orgarusarAo,. to contribute to this process" Senator Pau1kger said. 

"Based on the information made available, my. portfolio has developed cá- 
ordinated, scientific and thorough advice whIch has been provided to Minister Beddafl." 

Media Inquiries: 	Tony Fleming 	06 277 7640 or 018 625 020 

t) 



David Beddall 
	 WL. 

Minister for Resources 

DIME 94164B 
	 20 December 1994 

TOUCH NEW CONDITIONS FOR 1995 WOODCHIP EXPORT LICI3NCES 

The Minister for Resources, David Beddall, today announced woodchip export 
licence renewals for 1995 which are consistent with the commonwealth 
Government's commitment to the National forest Policy Statement (NF1'S). 

"The decision reflects the Commonwealth's desire to maintain our native forests 
while at the same time ensuring the viability of the Australian timber industry. 
This is consistent with the NF1'S goal for internationally competitive arid 
ecologically sustainable wood.production and wood product industries," Mr 
Beddall said. 

"Woodchips are by-products of sawlog harvesting, milling and ti-tinning 
operations. The export of woodchips as a by-product enables small sawmillers in 
country towns to remain viable and maintains the economic base of regional 
Australia. 

"The decision I have made was based on three criteria, social, economic and 
environment. In relation to the environment, I have taken advice from the 
Minister for Environment, Senator Faulkner, and the Australian Heritage 
Con,iission. 

"In addition, I have taken further advice from the Department of Primary 
Industries and Energy, Dl'IE, the Australian Bureau of Resource Economics, 
ABARE, and State agencies. This has led to the imposition of thQ toughest 
conditions yet applied to woodchip export licences," lie said. 

Following advice from Senator Faulkner licence conditions have been strengthened 
by: 

Annual reporting of compliance with export conditions;. 

Tougher reporting mechanisms on sourcing; 

Private plantations subject to the same conditions as Crown land for the first 
time. 

The above can be audited, monitored andenforced through the inspection 
provisions of the .licences. 

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Tel (06) 277 7440 Fax (06) 273 4134 



"Last September I announced a review of the monitoring of export licence 
conditions at the Commonwealth level. The review has found shortcomings, and I 
have introduced changes to fix these. It also requires action by State forest 
management agencies, and I will be seeking action from State colleagues," Mr 
Beddall said. 

"The development of a transparent, reputable monitoring system is critical to 
ensuring adherence to licence conditions. I will be taking forward in the budget 
process a proposal for a license fee to recover the cost of the monitoring regime. 

"What is not commonly appreciated is that all of these licences are long-term with 
expiry dates ranging from 31st December 1996 to 31st December 2006. But until 
the full implementation of the NEPS, they are subject to annual review," he said. 

Mr Beddall said that in addition to the annual renewal of long-term licences he has 
had several requests for new licences. 

"I have made decisions on two of these today, the rest will be dealt with as soon as 
practicable. 

North Porest Products proposed to export an additional 700,000 tonnes per 
year of woodchips from Tasmania. r have advised the Minister for the 
Environment of this proposal and designated it in accordance with the 
Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974. 

Midway Wood Products proposed to export 64,000 twines of woodchips from 
the Midlands Forest Management Area. Midway has a long-term supply 
arrangement with Victoria and therefore could have potential long-term 
impacts on the environment. I have advised the Minister for the 
Environment of this proposal and designated it in accordance with the 
Environment Protection (Impact of Proposals) Act 1974. 

"I will ;lso be taking action as a result of the investigation of alleged breaches of 
Wombat Forest legging licence conditions. The investigation concludes that the 
problems relate to responsibilities with the Victorian Department of Conservation 
and National Resources rather than the responsibilities of the exporter. 

"I will be taking these up with my Victorian colleague: Through new licence 
conditions, the company will be required to maximise sawn timber recovery and 
demonstrate the measures it will be taking," he said. 

SEE ATIACEMENTS A. BjkC 

Further infonnation: 

Minister's office 	Tamara Johnson 	06277 7440 	015 266370 
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ATTACHMENT A 

ANNUAL WOODCHIP LICENCE RENEWALS - THE FACTS 

WOODCHII'S 

How and why are woodchips produced? 

Woodchips are a by-product of sawlog harvesting, milling and silvicultural 
operations. State government agencies are responsible for planning, 
managing and monitoring these functions. 

The export of woodchips, derived from integrated harvesting operations 
and sawmill residues, enables the community to derive a return from felled 
wood that is unsuitable as sawlogs and is not required by domestic 
processors. 

How are woodchips used? 

The pulpwood and sawmill residues are made into woodchips which are 
the principal raw material for making paper and particleboard. 

DEFINITIONS (From the National Forest Folicy Statement) 

Old- growth forest - 
"forest that is ecologically mature and has been subjected 

to negligible unnatural disturbance such as logging, roading and clearing. 
The definition focuses on forest in which the upper stratum or overstorey is 
in the late mature to overmature growth phases." (page 49) 

Wilderness - 
"land that, together with its plant and animal 

communities, is in a state that has not been substantially modified by, and is 
remote from, the influences of European settlement or is capable of being 
restored to such a state; is of sufficient size to make its maintenance in such 
a state feasible; and is capable of providing opportunities for solitude and 
self-reliant recreation." (page 50) 

Interim protection of high conservation value old .growth and wilderness 

(commonly known as 'the moratorium clause') - 
"until the assessments are completed1 forest 

management agencies will avoid activities that may significantly affect those 
areas of old_growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high 
conservation value." (page 11) 
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Comprehensive Regional Assessments (CRA)- 
will involve the collection and evaluation of 

information on environmental and heritage aspects of forests in the region, 
and economic and social implications of forest use. The Commonwealth 
will ensure that its evaluation of information is efficient, avoiding 
duplication and delays wherever possible and taking into account the 
analyses of other Commonwealth agencies where appropriate. 

Regional Forest Agreements (REA)- 
Comprehensive Regional Assessments will provide the 

bsis for enabling the States to reach a single agreement relating to their 
obligations for forests in a region. The agreement may therefore address 
land use, forest management and consultative arrangements ,between 

governments. 

The duration of each agreement will be subject to negotiation between 
governments and may vary, but it is expected that agreements will operate 
for ten to twenty years, subject to a regular review cycle. 	- 

3. RENEWAL OF WOODCHIP EXPORT LICENCES 

Before approving the export of woodchips, each proposal is examined to 
el)sure that environmental values are protected, that the price obtained is 
consistent with prevailing world market prices, and that unprocessed wood 
is not exported if it is feasible to process and add value to it in Australia. 

For major woodchipping operations, the Commonwealth has previously 
given long term approvals, subject to annual export licences. The Minister 
for Resources considers export applications on a case-by-case basis. That 
consideration addresses Commonwealth legislative requirements and policy 
objectives. 

Woodchip export licences generally contain similar conditions addressing 
pricing, export limitations, source material, environmental protection, 
inspection and domestic processing- 

EXPORT CONTROL ACE 

The Commonwealth Export Control (Unprocessed Wood) Regulations 
made under the Export Control Act 1982, came Into force on 1 July 1986 
when Customs legislation1 which had controlled export of woodchips and 
unprocessed wood since 1968, was repealed. 

Export licences issued under the Export Control Act establish conditions 
under which exports of these goods can take place. Regulation 5 prohibits 
the export of prescribed goods unless the person exporting the goods is the 
holder of a licence to export those goods granted by the Minister for 
Resources. 



Under the Impact Act the Minister for Resources IS required to assess 
whether or not the issue of an export licence will have a significant ithpact 
on the environment. If so, the Minister is required to designate the 
applicant as a proponent under the Impact Act and advise the 
commonwealth Environfleflt Minister. 

AUSTRALIAN UERITAcE 
COMMISSION ACTi2Th 

Pri6r to approving exports derived from a national estate place, section 30 of 

the Al-IC Act requires the Minister to 

- 	determine whether an action (i.e. export approval) would adversely 
affect the national estate and, if so 

- 	determine whether there are prudent and feasible alternatives to the 
Minister's proposed action and, if none exists 

- 	satisfy himself that all reasonable measures will be taken to minimise 
any adverse effects. 

The Minister for Resources seeks the views of the Australian Heritage 
Commission (Al-IC) before giving final approyal for any exports from 
national estate places. 

ENDANGERP 

Under the commonwealth's Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 the 
Minister is requited to consider whether an export proposal could threaten 
with extinction, or significantly impede the recovery of a listed native 
species or a listed ecological communitY. 

When considering the protection of environmental values the Minister for 
Resources takes into account advice from the Australian Heritage 
Commission concerning National Estate issues. The Minister for Resources 
also considers advice from the Minister for the Environment. 
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AflACHMENT B 

MONITORING OF WOODCHIP EXPORTS 

The Commonwealth is responsible for the licensing and monitoring of woodchip 
exports. The Minister for Resources examines all applications for woodchip export 
ticences to ensure that environmental values are protected, that the price obtained 
is consistent with prevailing world market prices, and that unprocssed wood is 
not exported if it is feasible to process and add value to the wood in Australia. 

Specific conditions are attached to the licence covering such areas as: 
- 	volumes; 
- 	harvesting activities which minimise environmental impacts; 
- 	protection of endthgered species; 
- 	pricing; 
- 	access to information and operations. 

The Minister for Resources has initiated a Review into the Monitoring of Hardwood 

Woodchip Export Licences. This initiative was in response to concerns about public 
confidence in the monitoring process and concerns regarding company breaches of 
license conditions. 

The Report found shortcomings in the present process and recommended: 

1 	That all exporters will be rcquired to: 

comply with State codes of logging practice for operations in both public 
and private forests. 

provide harvesting plans for private property operations 

report annually on compliance with all export licence conditions. 

2 	That a random system of inspections of private property operations by State 
forest management agency officers be instituted. 

3 	Annual reports to be prepared by State agencies on exporters' compliance 
with specified export licence conditions. 

4 	A system of random audits of exporters' accounts by consultants. 

S 	Standardised conditions relating to domestic processing1 including a 
condition prohibiting exports of pulpwood for which an economic demand 

can be demonstrated. 



6 	I Provision of regular reports by exporters on domestic processing 
alternatives to woodchip exports. 

The Department of Primary Industries and Energy to continue to investigate 
alleged breaches of licence conditions and keep a record of investigations 
conducted into each allegation. 

8 	The Commonwealth acting by itself or in co-operation with States consider 
cost recovery options for proposed increased monitoring of woodchip 
export operations. 

The Minister has had preliminary advice canvassing cost recovery for liccnce fees 
or levies for export licences and discussions will be held with industry and the 
States. 

Additional resources will also be allocated for forest monitoring in the Department 
of Primary Industries and Energy. 



ATTACHMENT C 
Table 1: Companies with Longterm Commonwealth export licences for hardwood woodthip 

-linac' 

Sources 
mDaflV and Port 

date 

t,878,000 31 Dec 199$ I .878,000 31 Dec 2003 	logging. silvicultural & sawmill residues & other 
N1orth Limited pulpwood from crown & private forests 
(Bumie/Bell Bay/Triabunna. Tasiiaaia) 

947,000 31 Dec 1995 947,000 3! Dcc 2003 logging, silvicultural & sawmill residues & other 
3oral Limited pulpwood from crown & private forests 
Bell Bay, Tasmania) 

Junns Limited 200,000 31 Dec 1995 200,000 31 Dec 1999 sawmill residues 

Bell Bay/Bumie, Tasmania) 

900,000 31 Dec 199$ 900,000 31 Dec 998 sawmill & silvicultural residues & other pulpwood 
NA Chip and Pulp Company from crown & private forests 
Bunbuvy, Western Australia) 

70,000 31 Dec 1995 - - private plantations 
additional licence 

;outhern Plantation and Chip Compaiy 110,000 31 Dec 1995 110,000 31 Dec 1998 sawmill residues 

Bunbury. Western Australia) 

Harris-Daishowa Australia 950,000 31 Dec 1995 950,000 31 Dec 2006 logging. silvicultural & sawmill residues & other 

pulpwood from crown & private forests 
Eden, New South Wales) 

500,000' 31 Dec 1995 500,000 31 Dec1996 logging, silvicultural & sawmill residues & other 
• Sawmil!ers Exports pulpwood from crown & private rorests 
Newcastle, New South Wales) 

• Midway Foztst Products - 170,000 31 Dec 1995 170,000 31 Dec 1999 sawmill & silvicuftural residues from private forests 

Geelong. Victoria) 
96,000" 30 Jun 1995 - - logging, silvicullural & sawmill residues from crown 

additional licence & private forests 

ueensland Hardwood Resourtes 140,000 31 Dec 1995 sawmill residues only 

3UBTOTAL 5 	961,000  

Proposals designaled under the 
anvironment Protection (Impact of 

Proposals) 	Act 

oflh Forest Products 700,000  Designated 

- tA ACS\ 11 fln iaec - - 1Desiganted 	-- 

ALS 
	

6 725,000 I 	 I S 

Approved earlier in 1994 
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Woodchipping Day of Shame for Labor and Liberals 

"Yesterday's decision to renew 11 woodchipping licences and to grant two new licences 
will be looked back on in disbelief by fUture generations,' said Dr Macdonald, 
Independent MP for Manly today. "Yesterday was a day of shame for both Labor and 
Liberal parties. It not only marks the destruction of high conservation value old growth 
and wilderness forests but further entrenches an ecologically unsustainable industry 
degrading, and devaluing our native forests. 

The spothght now must be on the State Government to conserve these precious areas in 
the coming year," said Dr Macdonald. "On current form, the people of NSW can only 
despair if they have to rely on either of the major parties. All of the initiatives to protect 
areas of high conservation value came from the Independents. The political parties must 
commit themselves to pwtecfipg old growth and wilderness areas and transform forestry 
management in NSW. 

'My Forestry Amendment Bill, which was not supported by the government, was 
designed to move forestry operations out of area of high conservation value and to 
promote the protection of these areas in national parks,' said Dr Macdonald. "The Bill 
had objectives which provided a scheme for forest management based on principles of 
ecologically sustainable development mostly reliant on timber pl4ntations - objectives that 
now need to be urgently put into practice." 

0 100 000 ha of high conservation value forests in the South East of NSW would have 
been protected by now had the govermnent supported the South EasLfforest Bill - another 
independent initiative - moved by Clover Moore, independent MP for Hugh,' said Dr 
Macdonald. "I'll be pushing for the speedy but permanent protection of areas of old 
growth and wilderness forests all across NSW in the next Parlment, said Dr 
Macdonald. 

"The National Foresüy Policy Statement, signed by both State and Federal Governments, 
was an undertakng to protect these areas that has been regularly and disgracefully 
dishonoured by both governments and both political parties,' said Dr Macdonald. "This 
decision, to protect only 29 out of over 100 identified areas of high conservation value in 
NSW, was the final death blow to whatever vestige of life or credibility that document 
had." 

"Clearly this has now become a key election issue and I call on all parties and candidates 
to declare their position - do they support immediate protection of high conservation value 
forests and a transition to ecologically sustainable plantation forestry practices or not?" 

For further information contact Dr Peter Macdonald on 976 2773. 
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Bob Carr M.P. 
Leader a! the Opposition 

21 December, 1994 

CARR TO PROTECT OLD GROWTH FORESTS 

A Carr Labor Government will protect sensitive old growth 
forests at risk from the Federal Government's renewal of 
woodchip licences. 

NSW Libor Leader, Mr Bob Carr, said today it was a disgrace 
the Fahey Government submitted this logging program to the 
Federal Government for approval in the first place. 

"John Fahey has now absolutely no credibility on environmental 
protection. 

"The result of the next State election is of critical 
importance to the protection of our old growth forests. 

"The new licences mean expanded logging of wilderness areas 
and a disaster for nature conservation in NSW. 

"The old growth areas proposed for logging are irreplaceable. 

"This decision abandons the National Forest Policy Statement 
(NF1'S) which was agreed to by Resource and Environment 
Ministers from both State and Federal Governments and was 
accepted by the forest industry and the conservation movement. 

"In Government we will act swiftly to review this decision to 
protect areas of high conservation value while allowing the 
continuation of legitimate forestry activities. 

"Protection of jobs would be a high priority. The over-riding 
aim will be to see the National Forest Policy is fully 
implemented. 

" I will insist on the enforcement of the pledge by the Federal 
Government in the NFPS to: 

"Avoid activities that may significantly affects those 
areas of old growth and, wilderness that are likely to 
have high conservation value." 

"The Opposition remains committed to its long-standing policy 
to create 20 new national parks and 10 new wilderness areas 
across the State following the election of a Carr Labor 
Government. 

"At the same time we will ensure we have a sustainable forest 
industry which, through the adoption of value adding 
processes, can create jobs and generate new exports for NSW. 

"There needs to be a balance between the protection of 
sensitive old growth forests and the enhancement of forestcy 
activities, Mr Carr said. . 
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December 22, 1.994 

CARR TO BI.00X BEOflA1T IN NSW 

Labàr's Shadow Cabinet will meet between Christmas and New 

Year to work on saving forests threatened by the decision of 

the Federal Resources Minister. 

Mr Carr said large parts of Mr Beddafl's decision would be 

blocked in New South Wales if Labor won the March 25 election. 

"We3 will use State powers to save old growth forests. 

"I 	and my 	Shadow MinisLers will 	seek 	input 	from 

conscrvaLionists, the industry and unions. 

"Our objecLive will be to go to the people at the State 

election offering substantial protection of old growLh 

fonsts. . . . 

"We will also consult Federal Environment Minisbor, Senator 

Faulkner," Mr Carr said. 

- . 	 . 	- 	 -. .- . .-' . .•'-'v'..' - 	t%.' .flfl 1 	 . . 	 nflfl I 
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27 December 1994 

CARR ANNOUNCES PACKAGE TO PROTECT FORESTS AND JOBS 

State Labor Leader, Bob Carr, today announced his package of 
reforms to protect old growth forests and timber industry 
jobs. 

Mr Carr described the package as a bold, positive solution to 
the forest crisis. 

"The choice is now very clear. 

"NSW will lose its old growth forests if Mr Fahey is returned 
or the forests will be saved by a Carr Labor Government." 

Mr Carr was speaking after a meeting with key conservation 
groups to assess the impact of Mr Beddall's woodchip licences 
on NSW forests. 

He will meet again with conservationists early in January to 
pursue a number of issues. 

Mr Carr said his package honoured the National Forest Policy 
Statement to which the State and Federal Governments are 
signatories. 

The package of reforms included: 

* 	Establishing 90,000 hectares of South East forests as a 
national park as part of Labor's plan to establish 20 new 
national parks and 10 new wilderness areas; 

* 	Ensuring a minimum of 5,000 hectares of plantation timber 
is planted each year; 

* 	Announcing a moratorium on the logging of old growth 
forests to re-order the State Forests works schedule; 

Forestry activities would continue in plantation and 
regrowth forests. 

* 	Commencing regional assessments of forests in the 
moratorium area to establish new reserves in line with 
the National Forests Policy statement; 

Areas which do not meet reserve criteria may be later 
released for forestry activity. 

* 	Entering into agreements to value-add to timber products 
when renewing logging contracts to create new jobs and 
better use timber resources; 



-2-- 

Companies without a commitment to value add will not be 
given contracts. 

* 	Reducing waste in forest industries and enhance value- 
adding processing and creating jobs through: 

- better recovery of timber waste from the forest 
floor; 

- encouraging the woodchipping of off-cuts; 
- utilise timber normally burned for line and road 

clearing; 
- encourage advanced technology in mills to better 

utilise sawdust and trimmings. 

* 	Approaching the Commonwealth to fund any necessary 
structural assistance packages to protect jobs. 

Mr Carr said that by establishing value-adding processes, 
hardwood plantations and through import replacement 
initiatives, he was confident Labor would create jobs in the 
timber industry. 

I 
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EEN SUPPORT FOR TIMBER I 

The current frenzied green campaign against Australia's native timber industry is producing real 
benefits for the industry all around Australia, claims the NSW Forest Products Assdciation. Media 
outlets and politicians are currently being bombarded with faxes, press releases and petitions from 
the green machine and this paper driven campaign is music to the ears of the very industry that it 
seeks to attack. 

Southern Field Officer for the NSW Forest Products Association, Vince Phillips, revealed today that 
the hardwood sector across Australia is enjoying very buoyant market conditions,certaixijy the best 
for a number of years. Mi Phillips said, "The Australian public continues to support the timber 
industry by buying vast quantities of timber products and the current paper war by the greens is 
proving a boon to the pulp and paper sector." 

The FPA has claimed that consumption of wood based products continues to rise, both in the 
domestic and international markets and that, given the environmentally friendly nature of timber, this 
trend can be expected to continue in the future. The Association said that figures show that the bulk 
of the world's wood fibres are grown in native forests where the fill range of natural checks and 
balances are present to provide a natural environment. 

Australia had taken a conscious decision to utilise a part of its hardwood forest estate for timber 
production, claimed Mr Phillips, just as it had taken an equally conscious decision to reserve açeas. 
from commercial activity in National Parks and Reserves. In doing so, we had created one of our 
largest rural manufacturing industries and had regrown many millions of new trees for the future. 

"The wood chip sector has been an integral part of providing long term fliture resource from our 
forests and it, or some very close clone of it, will continue to play a vital role wherever wood fibre is 
produced for world markets." Mr Phillips said. He added that the current paper driven campaign by 
the greens was a simple example of how our society had come to rely on their industry. 

Mr Phillip.s said, "There is no greater testimony to the real role of an industry in everyday life, than to 
have its mast strident opponents distributing its products all around the country in ever increasing 
volumes. It is the ultimate irony." 

The NSW Forest Products Association says that it expects export licences in South East NSW to be 
renewed by the Federal Government. The region was one of the few in Australia to be covered by a 
Regional Forest Agreement and the current Agreem2nt, signed by the Keatiug and Fahey 
Governments in December 1993, was committed to maintaining and developing further, the 
considerable industry based in the South East. 

Ends ... 9th December 1994 

For further information, contact! 
Vince Phillips, EPA Southern Field Officer on P11: (064) 949 142 
Col Dorber, EPA Executive Director on PR: (02) 981 456 or PAGER; 016 286 359 
Michael Taylor, FPA Assistant Director on PAGER: 106 631 741 

NSW Forest Products 	13-29 Nichols Street 	PC) Box 903 	Phone (02) 360 4022 pA r 	Association Ltd 	Surry Hills 	 Darlinghurst 	Fax (02)361 0374 
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The Wilderness Society 	Australian Conservation Foundation 
North East Forest Alliance 	Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
South East Forest Alliance 	National Parks Association of NSW 
Environment Victoria 	 Conservation Council of WA 

Total Environment Centre 

Media Release 	Thursday, 20th October .1994 I 

Beddall dumps •  Faulkner's Woodchip Advice 

Following a detailed analysis of the export woodchip licence for north-
eastern NSW, peak environment groups today accused Resources Minister 
David Beddall of dumping the environmental protectiofi requirements of 
the National Forest Policy. 

He ignored the advice of Environment Minister Senator John Faulkner 
which sought to implement the conservAtion aspects of the Federal-State 
agreement. 

The peak environment groups have written to Mr Beddall demanding an 
urgent meeting to express their concerns. 

Mr Beddall has completely ignored or has rendered ineffective most of 
Senator Faulkner's recommendations and failed to honour a pledge to 
consult him before signing the licence. 

The groups are concerned that the final decision on environmental 
conditions falls to the industry oriented Resources Minister. Mr Beddall 
has no clear policy or process for protecting old growth and wilderness 
forests or for implementing the Government's policy of phasing out 
export woodchipping. 

Unless the Prime Minister steps in to support the clear recommendations 
of his Environment Minister, Mr Beddall is likely to continue to ignore 
Senator Faulkner's adyice on each of the new export licences. The groups 
are insisting that the Boral licence for north-eastern NSW is taken to 
Cabinet with the Prime Minister's support, so that it and:  the impending 
licences for south-eastern NSW, Victoria; Tasmania and WA, can be 
considered together. Strong measures to protect native forests of high 
conservation value must be included in the licences. 

Mr Beddall has included no provisions in the licence which protect old 
growth and wilderness forçst of high conservation value, and which 
begin the phase out of export woodchipping. The Minister has claimed 
that this licence renewal is a "winwin situation", but from any analysis 
the old-growth and wilderness forest is the loser. 

Environment groups will be lobbying Caucus and qabinet members to 
ensure that Mr Beddall does not use the same flawed process to renew 
licences for south-eastern NSW, WA, Victoria and Tasmania due in 
November. 



Of the 21 specific recommendations 
Sawmillers Exports licence, nine were 
implemented We have identified a 
designed to meet the commitments 
which have been omitted: 

made by Senator Faulkner on the 
rejected and six were only partially 
number of major recommendations, 
under the National Forest Policy; 

* It 	is 	clear that Mr Beddall 	intends approving logging 	in 	old 	growth 
and 	wilderness forest of high conservation 	value. 	The protection 	of 
these 	areas has been left to the NSW Government, an administi'ation 
which 	is currently logging 	identified 	old 	growth forçst 	and 

• 	wilderness areas. . 

* Mr Beddall intends to 	approve 	logging 	in 	forets 	on the 	National 
Estate regis(er or the National Estate interim 	list. 

. 	Significan forest - types on 	private 	land 	nOt 	yet 	within reserves 	are 
not protecteth 	 . 	. 

* Nationally listed endangered species are not guaranteed protection 
through recovery, plans. 

* Logging can proceed without ensuring that the habitat of forest 
dependent wildlife is protected.: 	. 
Action to . protect streams, water quality and streamside vegetation is 
not required. 	: 

* Logging can proceed in regions where the environmental impact of 
• logging cannot be adequately determined. Many State forests and 

areas of private land in NSW are logged without envirormenta1 
impact assessment. : 

* There is no provision for the public monitoring and reporting of the 
impact ..of: wóodchip- operations. 

For more information contact: 
• Jeff Angel (Total Environment Centre) 	.. Ph: 02247 4714 

John Corkill, (North East Forest Alliance) Ph: 066 21 3278 
Anne Reeves, (National !arks  Association of NSW) Ph: 02 2647994 
Barry 	Trail!, '(Environment Victoria) 	 • ..... 03 654 4833 
Kevin Parker, (The Wildprress Society) Ph: 018 449 080 
Noel Plumb, (South East Forest Alliance) 	• Ph: 02 247 4714 

Robertson, (Conservation Council of WA) 	• • Peter Ph: 09 220 0652 
Sid Walker, (Nature conservation Council) 	,. Ph 02247 4206 
Peter Wright, (Austtalian Conservation Foundation) • 	• 	Ph: 02 247 4285 



The Wilderness Society 	Australian Conservation Foundation 
North East Forest Alliance 	Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
South East Forest Alliance 	National Parks Association 'of NSW 
Environment Victoria 	 Conservation Council of WA 

Total Envirofiment Centre 

20 October 1994 
ALP Caucus member 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear ALP Caucus member 

Woodchip . export licence conditions 

The peak environment groups are concerned that Resources Minister 
David Beddall Jgnored many of Senator Faulkner's recommendations 
when issuing the Sawmillers Export ?ty  Ltd woodchip export licence. We 
believe that his actions are in breach of the National Forest Policy, and 
that he is failing to implement the Government's policy to phase out 

• exporl woOdëhipping. 

Senator Faulkner made 21 specific recommendations which aimed to 
implement the moratorium clause of the National Forest Policy (i.e. "iintil 
the assessments are completed, forest management agencies will avoid 

• activities . that may significantly, affect those areas of old-growth forest or 
• 	wilderness that are likely to have ,high conservation value"). 

Of the 21 specific recommendations, nine Were rejected and six were only 
partially implemented. The maj.or differences between Senator. 
Faulkner's advice and Mr Beddall's response are as follows: 

* It is clear that Mr ' Beddall intends approving logging in old growth 
and wilderness forest of high conservation value. • The ' protection of 
these areas has been left to the NSW Government, an administration 
which is 'currently logging identified àld 2rowth forest and 
wilderness areas. 

* Mr ' Beddall intends to approve logging in forests on the National 
Estate register or the National Estate interim list. 

* Signifièant forest •types on private land nol yet within reserves are 
not orotected. 

* Nationally listed endangered species are not guaranteed protection 
through recovery plans. 	 • 

* Logging can proceed without ensuring that the habitat of forest 
dependent wildlife Is protected. 

* Action to protect streams, water quality and streamside Vegetation is 
not required.  



• Logging can proceed in regions where the environmental impact of 
logging cannot be adequately determined. Many State forests and 
areas of private land in NSW are logged without environmental 
impact assessment. 

• The licence has no provision for the, public monitoring and reporting 
of the impact of woodchip operations. 

We are also concerned that the export volume has been renewed at 
500,000 tonnes, the same volume as last year. There is no sign that the 
Minister intends to implement the Government'( policy of phasing out 
export woodchipping. We understand that the letter to SEPL which 
accompanied the licence suggests that export woodchipping may be 
allowed beyond 2000. 

Mr. Beddall did not respond to Senator• Faulkner on his 
recommendations and determined the licgnce conditions without 
consulting his •office. Mr Beddall's staff have since obstructed our 
attempts to have the licence publicly released, and only provided a copy 
of the licence, on 14th October, two weeks after Mr Beddall signed it. 

The export licensing process empowers the Federal Government to 
protect the environment in areas where State Governments are failing. 
Given the appalling performance of the States in forest' protection, we 
believe that the Federal Government must ensure that strong 
environmental protection measure's are placed on export woodchip 
licences. Senator Faulkner's recommendations were a move in the right 
direction, but Mr Beddall's actions have made them all but ineffective. 

During November Mr Beddall is expected to issue woodchip licences 
which affect large areas of forest in WA, Victoria, Tasmania and NSW. 
We urge you to do all in your power to ensure that Senator Faulkner's 
recommendations for all licences are adopted in full. 

We would be pleased to discuss any of these matters with you 
personally. All our representatives will be in Canberra between the 24th 
and 28th October, and separately at other times during November. 
Please contact us directly at the phone and fax' numbers listed below. 

Yours sincerely 

Jeff Angel (Total Environment Centre) (Ph: 02 247 4714, Fax: 02 247 7118) 

John Corkill '(North East Forest Alliance) (Ph: 066 21 3278, Fax: 066 22 2676) 

Anne Reeves (National Parks Association of NSW) (Ph: 02 264 7994, Fax: 02 264 7160) 

Barry Traill (Eii\'ironment Victoria) (Ph: 03 654 4833, Fax: 03 650 5684) 

Kevin Parker (The Wilderness Society) (Ph: 018 449 080, Fax: 02 264 2673) 

NoelPiumb (South East Forest Alliance) (Ph: 02 247 4714, Fax: 02 247 7118) 

Peter Robertson (Conservation Council of WA) (Ph: 09. 220 0652, Fax 09 220 0653) 

Sid Walker (Nature CoservaØon Council) (Ph: 02 247 4206, Fax: 02 247 5945 

Peter Wright(Australian Conservation Foundation)(Ph: 02 247 4285,Fax: '02 . 247' 1206) 



The Wilderness Society 	Australian Conservation Foundation 
North East Forest Alliance 	Nature conservation Council of NSW 
South East Forest Alliance 	National Parks Association, of NSW 
Environment Victoria 	 Conservation Council of WA 

Total Environment Centre 

Hon. David Beddall 
Minister for Resources 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

20 October 1994 

md"M 
Dear Minister 

Woodchip export licence conditions 

The peak environment groups request an urgent meeting with you to 
discuss the export woodchip licence renewal process. We are concerned 
that thany of Senator Faulkner's recommendations for the SEPL licence 
were either, rejected or weakened. 

There is no indication that you intend to exclude any old growth or 
'wilderness forests 'of high conservation value 'from export woodchipping, 
or that you have any scientificallg valid or environmentally responsible 
processes or policies in place 'to guide your decision-making. 

'We are' also unaware of any strategy to achieve the Government's 
policy to phase out export woodchipping. 

We believe that if you intend to protect old growth and wilderness 
forests of high conservation• value, and phase out export woodchipping, 
processes for achieving this must be incorporated into the export 
w,00dchip licence applications. Export. volumes must be reduced 
immediately if the necessary phase-out period' is to commence. 

We -wish to discus these matters with you directly and seek 'an 
urgent' meeting. Representatives of all the major groups will be in 
Canberra from ,,24th to 28th October and would be keen to see you at that 
time if' possible. 	Our, contact person to arrange this meeting is Peter 
Wright (Ph: 02 247 '4285, Fax: 02 247 1206), 	Please direct any 
correspondence to him at: - 

- Australian Conservation Foundation, 33, George St, Sydney 2000. 

Yours sincerely 

Jeff Angel (Total -Environment Centre) 
John Corkill (North East Forest Alliance) 
Anne Reeves (National Parks Association of NSW) 
Barry Traill (Environment. Victoria) 
Keviji Parker (The Wildtrness Society) 	- 
Noel Plumb (South. East Forest Alliance) 
.Peter Robertson (Conservation 'CounCil of WA) 
Sid Walker, (Nature Conservation Council) 
Peter Wright (Australian Conservation Foàndation) 
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The Wilderness Society (Sydney) Inc. 

la James Lane Sydney 2000 Pb: 267 7929 Fax: 264 2673 

MEDIA UPDATE MEDIA UPDATE MEDIA UPDATE 

Wednesday, 16th November 1994 

State Forests Decieve Public about Logging 
in Croobyar State Forest 

* Ian Barnes, the Datemans Bay State Forests representative, has said 
that logging in the area will ease the bushfire threat. 

This is an example of the type of misinformation the forestry Industry has 
engaged in throughout the whole woodchipping debate. Wet old growth 
forests; especially those with rainforest understorey, as in Croobyar State 
Forest, act as buffers In case of fire. Logging these wet old growth forests. 
actually allows the area to dry out, thus creating more of a fire hazard. 
(This process is called 'conversion' and was reported in the Sydney Morning 
Herald recintly.) 

* Ian Banes also said that logging has been carried out for 100 years. 

This statement may be true, but the hidden fact Is that logging earlier this 
century was not as intensive as present logging practices. Selective logging in 
Croobyar in the 1930's  and 40's was much more sensitive, and very few of 
the trees were taken out, without causing much damage to the surrounding 
area. 

Current logging practices Involve removing most of the large old growth 
trees. This destroys the habitat for animals dependent on tree hollows for 
shelter and nesting. 

For more Information contact: 
Chiistlna Potts (in the forest) 	tel. 018 97 0017 
Tom McLoughlin 	 tel. 02- 267 7929 / 365 3837 a.li. 

REMINDER: A media tour of the contraversial area is planned for Thtrsday 
16th of November. Meet in Milton, the closest town, at 11a.m. For further 
information regarding directions, please telephone Christina on the above 
number. 

Protecting, promoting and preserving wilderness 
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THE WILDERNESS ' SUIETY 

High Conservation Value Forest Woodchipped On 
the Scenic South Coast near Milton 

Wednesday, 16th November 1994 

Croobyar State Forest, a Mecca for nature enthusiasts Is situated on the mid-
south coast between Batemans Bay and Nowra In the Baternans Bay Forest 
Management Area. It is part of a large tract of relatively undisturbed forest 
catchinent adjoining the legally Identified Budawangs Wilderness area containing 
such majestic sites as Pigeon House Mountain, Byangee Walls and The Castle. 

According to the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Seni'ice, this area together with 
the proposed Deua Wilderness and the Brogo Wilderness in Wadbilhiga National 
Park (antis one of the largest significant refuges for forest dependent fauna In the 
south-east of NSW. 1  In the South East NSW Batemans Bay region only 7.0% of 
rich old growth forest favoured for logging is conserved in National Parks (as at 
1993)2. 

The Commonwealth Department of Prlmasy Industries and Enerv describes the 
logging operations by the NSW Forestry Commission in the area as; "Sawlog 
integrated with pulpwood as a by-product salvaged front reject sawlogs and heads 
and butts from sawlogs. .... Yields ratio of 1:2 sawlog to pulp (approximately) on 
average;'3 Local Forester Ian Barnes makes no secret that whole logs are sent to 
the Daishowa woodchlpper at Eden some 3 hours drive south. 

'Assessment Report on the EttremW Budawang Wilderness Area. Prepared by the Director NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. June 1993. 

2 Norton,T.W and Kirkpatrick, J.B. (1993) 'Sustainable forestry - the urgency to make the myth a 
reality'. in Conservint3jodiyersjty: Threats and Solutions, NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. 

3 Letter re 1995 Forest Operations in Western Australia and New South Wales from Depatment of 
Primary Industries and Energy, Forests Branch to Department of the Environment Sport & 
Territories 4th•Oct 1994. 

... 12 
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There Is no Environmental Impact Statement or Fauna Impact Statement 
either prepared or under preparation for this forest management area. This 
fact alone raises doubts as to the legality of the forestry operations. There 
is no Federal or State governmcnt monitoring of the number of loge 
woodohipped and whether sawlogs are being downgraded for woodchips. 

Conservationists will attempt to stop work In Compartment 11 of Croobyar State 
Forest on Wednesday 16th November. They believe that this Is an area of high 
conservation value and as such should not be logged. 

Further Information Tom McLoughln 	 tel. 02-2677929/365 3837 
Christina Potts (In the forest) tel. 018 970 017 

NOTE: A Media Tour of the controversial area Is planned for Thursday 16th of 
November. Meet In Milton. the closest town, at 1 lain. For Information regarding 
directions please telephone Christina on tel. 018 970 017. 

2. 
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Save Australia's Forests--Stop Export Woodchippirig. 
4-8 Nov 1994. Parliament House, Canber;a. Contact (00) 249 6491 

Media Release 
3 November, 1994 

• Forest Embassy Looming Large as 
Conservationj sts Descend on Capital 

H uridreds of forest conservatIonists protesting against the continued export of 
woodeb PS from A usual ia's ancient forests have started arri vi rig iii Ciii berra 
from all over Australia, knvironnientajists have come fmin as far afield as 

Western A ust ral i a, Quecnsla nd and Tasitian hi to take part in an historic Forest 

I nibassy to be conductcd over a four day period from Friday 41h November Co 
Tuesday Sth November in Federation Mall opposite Parliament I louse. 
Potential coil 1 .1 jet between COI1SC n'ai 0111515 and the Federal au thori tics was 
averted in last minute negotiations with permission ieiiig granted to hold the 

gathering in Federation Mall rather than a distant site. 

I-orlunatcly sanity has prevailed and the right of Australian Citizens to VOice 

issues of concern to thierii in our public space opposite Parhiainerti House has 

been reaffirmed after looking in doubt for some days' said Kevin Parker 

spokesperson for the I orest Embassy and it tin ited forest conscrvat i on 
(110 VCfll C mit to-day. 

We are delighted at the outcome and the responsible ole played by the 
National Capital Ph arini rig Aut lion I)' during negotiations. 13 chin Howe's of]i cc 
also played a valuable mcdi ati ng role th n nigitout which has resulted iii a \V iii - 
win si tuat ion for all concerned. 

1
1' lie concern of the NCPA was wi cli rega rd to 

hundreds of conservationists camping au the site and We have giveuu our 
uiidcrtalcjj 	that coliservatiortists will be directed to a series oF alteriaiiivc 11 

Ca I tip sites around Canberra al though there will ok' iousl y he people on si ic 
Overilighi for security purposes'' 

Show your Stippoft 

I 'resented by Ausi ralia's conseivahioi I 91 ou i; 
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"We can now get on with the job of bringing home to the Federal Government 
and the wider Australian Public the message that it isnot appropriate to 
continue to export woodchips from our fast diminishing native forests with the 
resultant massive loss of wildlife habitat, devastating soil erosion, degraded 
water catchmcnts and polluted river systems. The writing is on the vall for the 
industry with community attitudes no longer willing to accept such practices. 
We obviously need to work collectively to ensure a rapid transition to 
plantation sourced timber in a manner which recognises the need for human 
and non-human equity". 

The conservation movement is calling Upon Prime Minister Paul Keating to 
continue his recently demonstrated concern for the environment by 
considering this years round of export woodehip licence rcnewats in Cabinet. 

"'Ills issue is just too ii iportant to be considercd.by a Junior Minister (David 
Beddall) in consultation with the Environment Portfolio. It must go before 
Cabinet and current studies regrading forest areas of High COfISCrVatiOfl Value. 
must be taken into consideration when granting export voodchip licences. 

Paul Keating and his Government have demonstrated that they are willing to 
act responsibly and tackle hard issues which comhiie vision with common 
sense. No-one is under any illusion that this is an easy task but we are 
confldent that the PM will not duck the challenge and will demonstrate his 
leadership once again. Anything else is not appropriate for so contentious an 
issue. The Australian public will undoubtedly draw their own conclusions 
should he fail to take action" concluded Mr. Parker. 

A full program of entertainmenl and workshops are scheduled during the four 
day festival, educative and lobbying exercise including guest speakers such as 
International celebrity conservationists l)r. David Bellamy, l)r. Rob Browit, 
Dr. Helen Caldicott,.Christinc Milne and Jackie French. Over a dozen hands 
will also provide entertainment. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

KEVIN PARKER 018-449-080 OR 06-257.5122 

LUCY HORODNY W. 06•257-5 122 - II. 06. 257-6597 
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MEDIA UPDATE 

ATTN: chiefs of Staff. F Political .& Environment Repdrters 	. ... 	. 

300 pm November 15, 1993 

NSW MINISTER MISLEADS PUBLIC JN 
FORESTRY COVER-UP IN DEUA 

The Hon. George Souris, NSW Minister for Water and Land Conservation misled 
the public on the 11 00 a m ABC 2BL Radio news bulletin today Mt Souris was 
responding to protests by conservationists who successfully stopped logging of 
'brown barrel and monkey gum' wilderness today.  

Mr Souris said this morning that "92% of old growth areas" in NSW were already 
in 'conservation reserves' of one form Or another. Mr Souns was implying that 
most old growth .in official Wilderness areü or elsewhere are safe and 
conservationists are wrong to protest 

Minister Souris has misled the public because 

* Only approximately 0 5-10% of several of the richest types of remaining 
NSW :óld  growth forest (thoáe . on high: nutrIent soils and haying high bIo.diversity 
values) are safe In Natiànal Parks. or other official'.reserves [Norton T. W, & Khtpstrlok I. 
(1993)Sustainable Fbresiry - mt Urgency To Make the Myth A Reality (1993) unpublish4 in review] 

A moratorium for old growth wilderness under NSW Timber Industry 
legislation is not comprehensive and a temporary respite only. The moratorium 
area is not an official conservation reserve 

* 38% of ,  NSW 1 old growth forest is in State lfbieits and available for loggmg now 
or the near future This 38% is made up mainly of the richest old growth forests 
on high nutrient soils The 58% in gfficial conservation reserves contains largely 
old growth on dry, lutrient poor soil ãnsüitable for logging (Resource Asseitment 

CommIgsIoz A Survey of Australia s Forest Resource (1992)1, 

* Nationally, only approximately 9 per cent of all remaining "unlogged" eucalypt 
forest ìè. in official conservation •reservós; Resource Assessment Commisuion's Forest and 

limber Inquiry FinaL Report (1992 Volume 1, p 145, para.6.21). 	. 	 . . . .., 

For further information contact In Sydney loin McLoughlmn (02) 953 7684(h)! 267 7929(w) 
.Canberra ... Lucy .}lorodny....(06).257 5122(w) / 281.6754(h) 

ATTN TV STATIONS: FOOTAGE OF THE PROTEST WILL BE AVAILABLE LATER TODAY 
OR EARLY TOMORROW (TUES 15/11/93). TEL. (06) 249 8874 / 257 5122 



AflN Chiefs of Staff I Political & Environment Reporters 

MEDIA" UPDATE 
°TV FOOTAGE OF THE PROTEST IN DElIA AVAILABLE TODAY *** 

7.30 A.M. November .  16, 1993 

CONSERVATIONISTS CLAIM EARLY VICTORY IN 
DAY 2 OF 'STATE FORESTS COVER-UP' AT DEUA 

25 peaceful conservationists with the Wilderness Society have stopped logging 
operations 'twiêe yósterday in the official Deüa' 'Wilderness, proving that their 
peaceful tactics db work. Blick wallaby.', protests thiding In the undergowth after Itelling 
the logging crewl will be used today, if necessary, to highlight inaction by. NSW and 
Federal Governments to save vital wilderness areas 

Yesterday work was halted for most of the 'rnorniiig. But .aboüt 1130 à.m. police: 
• from Bateman's. Bay, officers from Narooma. Foresuy and their logging crew,, took 

the . protesters •,by '•surprise. As a result '.3 wooden tripod blockades, were 
peacefully. taken down and logging of Deua 'Wilderness .re-commeñce4. There 
were no arrests 

After re-grouping the protesters returned to the logging area carrying banners 
'one (if which read "REAL MEN PLANT TREES't and mother .saying. "SAVE THE 
FORESTS". The logging crew, apparently •actin on instructions, then left for:  the 
afternoon 

Tom McLoughlin spokesperson for the Wilderness Society said "Yesterday 
Minister Sourts misled the public by implying the best and nchest old growth 
wilderness were already tonserved !n:.fact 10% or less of many old growth forest 
types are conserved, some less than 1% [B 0 1) ft the Narooma region wily 9% of 31 old growth 
fle associations rézn1n tntact,and 0*7%  are coiserved;, to; 2) Only 0.1% of diy/warm' old growth in NB 
NSW is cohserved:'Norton ,T. & Kirkpatrick 1. (1993) Sustainable Forestry .  - The Urgency To Mae The 'Myth 
A Reality, p8] 

"Perhaps in their 1earts the logging crew don't want to follow the directions of 
State Forestry to destroy old growth wilderness?" Mr McLoughlin concluded 

For ftrther informatian' contact In. Sydney ..Tom McLoughiin..(02) 953 7684h)/ 267 7929(w), 
Canberra ... Lucy HorodnyL...(06) 257 51.22(w) I 281 6754(h) 

ATTN.V STATIONS: FOOTAGE OF THE 'PROTEST WILL BE AVAILABLE 
TODAY • TUESDAY. 16111193.  TEL:, (06) 249.88747 257-5122. . 
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witness society aclivam sè up titpocls across the sügar,loaf MounWiitRbad. 
In the Deua Wilderness at 4. pm this aftatoon. The tripods were érec ted to . * 
delay- the  delivery of logs from the tog dump to the Deua- Wuden ess to the * 
likely 	n.acth Daishowa chipmM mn Eden- 

When asked by the police to removth; tripods IL!nderth eX ofarrest with-
intimidation. the protesters Obliged. Work was stopp dloifliOS& of the 
afternoon-as the.prutaters hid in the forest and tefus d to leave- the fogging 	* 
site  

Forest Policy, Iwix .bmayr ago, Ses (tilt pid. grotQth and 
wildenS-forests are to be pro tctnd until the rio nal assessmts pi cess IS 
completed. Nowwe have a sinsatkm te peple an having . ..go Into the 	* 
forests to highlight the fact that this policy Is lliig repeatedly brxbed -  by 	* 
State Governments. -. said Lucy liorodgy. camPatgnW for The Wild n -ness 

°What do people have w do to force the State and Federal Go e?m,maais to 
uphoLd town policy? The a nüon lrquite rldkulous. TheAfldusfly.tS * 
pushing strongly -fOr the status quo in forestry because they continue to S*e a 
healthy jxofit $ the e%penw of the Ausbaa taxpayer. 

'We see- all sorts of josüflcation from the induslry to Snilnue loggingour 
precious narive fix-eats. When we haye a huge plantation lesburte already In 
thegrouM whIch will provide further. empiPyolen! oppofluolties, there Is no 
euse to continue this destructive a dcosly etcise. Its time we sfopped 

• P adering to an Ind.ustn' which Is ripping the hrr out of our last wilderness. 
forests and costing usa(oitune to do it° concluded Ms Horalny, -• 

• - The activiAts v'lll continue their peaceful bloèkadt to draw the publiCs 	- -. 
attectiba in- this serious breach of goverabomt pôlky 	• 	. • - 

- • • -. 	-• • -. * mrCE OP ThE 	fT IS AVAILABLE * 	- 
- For further Information conlactlom MëLnnghliui (02} 267 7 .919 ..  

-953 .7684(H) Lucy Ho -rodny (06) 251 5122 281 -  6754 - (fl)  

POREST PROTEST AS NATIONAL 
poLIcY:ls IGNORED! * 

• 	- 	 - 	- - 
	:- 	- - :- 	

'' 	 twvmi 	- •J. p 	 - 	 - - 

NSW MINISTER MISLEADS PUBLIC IN 
FORESTRY COVER-UP IN DEUA 

• The i: George- Seals, NSW Inistcz for Waftr and-Laud COIISCTVSIiOD mised 
the rib sll.00 ant. ABC 2BL -Rzdiouews bulletin today;Mg Souris was 
responding: to proexta by .coiisavitioeisti- who successfully stopped logging of 
brow. hiatt - monkey gum wilderness tuday.  

li Scala sdtbis mowing.that W% of old gr wth artaC in NSW .wer alruady:. 
in conservatioo reserves' of one form or another. Mr Souns Was implying that 
most Coldt  gowth in official Wilderness areas or .clsewlirç are safe and- - 

1 •crusser*vaiianisla an %VTOfl t0 -prat. 	
I 	 . 	 •- . 	 :• 

Minister Scuds has totaled the public bausc 

* Only Apprnxithaty 0.5.10% of several of thi ridied: types -of remaining 
NSW Sit- gowth forest (those wi -higk sçsarieni soitr- and king kigh.bIo4iver;ity 
yalun)art safe Ia Natiüiial Parks or other, official res&vci (Natmt T. W. & Khtjnlikk J. 

(I 993)3.tS,uatIe ForezQ7 The tIrgeiy To Make the Ifrt A RecilJy (1993) .np.btSttt. in  rcvitwl 

* A rnreatorium for- old growth. wilderness. under NW -  Tirnbir Industry 
•.egtsianonts not cmprcbatsi*.and a tçrnpoiary rcspi*e only. The moratorium-

Is not-, an official copservabon reserve:  

4 NSW old grow.ih hxnt.is  -in-State Foiest, and available Cal logging now 
or dncar.fqtu$. This 38% is made up- mainly of:the lichen old growth forests 
on :*in nrarfrnt soils.. Thc 58% in ófticiat conscivatidn reserves contains largely 

O old growth o dry, rutrieni pock soil ánsuitablc for loggiog IReictrec - Anein,ets 

•4  Co 5144g5#IWtI&6.tn(1W2Th 

* Natiorally only approximately 9 gtr cent of all remaining "unlogged' eucaJypt 
forest is in official cooservation reserves: Ezrnre Au.ai Coniniu'i Foni aid 

r- yfr.st -Mqafl FISt. upon (1992 V*ne I. p 14 p..  621).  * 	. 	. 	 . 
* 

Fw frnáer WweenWon cuba La Spiny ..Ton, cLoogtiIin402) 953 1!4(kW  167 -7929(w) * 

2 	•. 	-: -: 	Caüfre,ra,,iacy 
11°  °"°6k: 5122(w) / 284 6754(h) * 	* 

* &nt ñsrAmms: FOOTAGE. OF TUE flrn$flflyJ, BE AVAILABLE . LATER TOlAY 
OR EARLY TOMQflOW :(IU 15111193). TEL (16) 105874 I. 251- 5122. 



NATURE CONSERUNTION COUNCIL i OF flSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OP NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PMONE (02) 24142061247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

Media Release 

Thursday 11 November 1993 

Remember the Good  Old Days? 

drinks were sold in refillable glass bottles and you got a refund when you returned 
them to the shop - usually enbugh for pocket money, or to buy a bag of mixed blues. 
The scouts did remarkably well in those "bottle-deposit" days as well and there was 
significantly less litter on the streets, in the bush, and in the water. 

But although times have changed - even the 'traditional' Coke bottle is now made of 
plastic - "the deposit on bottles may soon be back to help ease the waste crisis" says 
Mr Peter Hopper, Project Officer for the Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 

"Despite opposition, from the beverage and packa.qinR industries, who reap enormous 

IJ 
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WINGHAIvI FOREST ACTION Media release, h4ondày 6 December 1993 

BLOCKADE BUILDS 	 .. 	 . 

'AN ETHICAL QUESTION FOR NEW SOUTH, WALES  

Forest action ' 	'• 	. 	 . ' , , 	. ' 
Continuous rain and muddy 'conditions' in the trashed area of' Compartment 209' 
failed to dampen the enthusiasm of the WF'A 'front' line.  

Numbers are growing and' treesits, tripods, dragons, lOckons, logs, stones . and fires, 
all used to stow logging in a nonviçlent 'way, are beginning to multiply. . 

You would do well to come and see for yourself the defence of this beautiful forest, 
being 'destroyed by forces that are currently' beyond our control. 

An-en law 

A WFA representative spent Friday afternoon in Sydney with lawyers and came 
home dprésse'd  

"As the l'w' stands, there is nothizig we can do to save compartment 209 which the 
Government 	cannot undo with relative ease", he 'said.  

"The' 'laws of New 'South Wales allows the logging '0  old growth. 	These lays are out 
of 'step with the 'nation and, with rational government.  

National 	'ForestS Policy 
 

."On"page 	11 	of the Natioital forest policy statement we 	read 	The 	jorernmönfs 
ha e agned to a sin logy deslined  to ?ojzcenr anti nzntgeanas at' old-gn v/b 
Anactc and wilderness as pitt of the ivsenv s,,wtem 

"The' signatories' of 	the 	National. FQmst 	Policy 	Statenient 	(NFPS), ' who 'include John 
Fahey Premier of'NSW, 	said that in endorsthg th,Cc Statement, 	we commit. our 
.rvspecil 	'&i' nrMc' to ithplerrenr 	as 'a nit/er of ju'An1tj 	1k polthles in .1/ 
An- t& 	benefit of pnsent and Azthn 'genera lions of J4ustraIJ?ns 	(Foreword, , 	page 

"TheG!vemment of New 	South 	Wales 	is 	acting 	contrary 	to 	this 	commitment. On 
1.8. Math 	'199,3 	the .NSW 	Minister 	for 	Planning, 	Mr 	Webster, 	determined 	that 	"The' 
Arns try CommXcsAth f2'l3 	CarJ-y out 	... 	hggthg operations descrthed in the 
WXzgham Aiarn4 ,emen14wa 	(WMA) ES 	jac hnittid 'by tA& app.rn e1) An' a ten 

"The 	EIS 	provides forbatSg'. 	of 11775t? 'ha of old gnwtb hardwood, A'ivst .. ae 
..tn: ammen rate of .btnit 188 ha per jnir... 	(p  10).  

"Are the' people , of NSW being served well by a go'.eminent that destroys 
irreplaceable treasures , in' the face of national policy? ,  

"Des NSW . Goveinment's attitUde to', the old growth forest 	represent the infrmèd 
will' of the people of NSW?  

"Would 	reasnable and. scientifically well 'informed person act as the 
Government "of NSW is acting?  

"We believe that 'an ethical' Parliament would pass 'into law,' rather than resist, the 
National Fofest' Policy" 	he said.  

Further inlorm'atioii contact WFA on (065) 50 4572, 50 4402, , . 50 4503 
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WING'HAM FOREST ACTION Media Release 17 February 1994' 

TREESITS AND BANNERS PROTEST OLD GROWTH LOGGING 
'BORAL RAPES VIRGIN, FOREST' 

Treesits erected by foreàt defenders 20 metres, above, the forest floor yesterday 

halted road construction in Compartment 209, Doyles River State Forest, hear 
Winghani, NSW. 	' 

Two days . ago, construction workers began bulldozing a road through rainforest. 
on a 30 degree slope to get to the last old growth forest to be cleared ' from the 

comprtment. 	 ' 

The huge tree holding the treesits is decorated, with banners representing of the 

Spotted Quoll and Yellow' BellIed Glider, both endangered species. 	One banner 
declares 'Boral rapes virgin forest'. 	There are numerous others. 

The banners are highly ' visible from 'above the forest canopy. 	They were first 

spotted by the plant operators building the road', as they worked , their way 

down the hill. 

They came to investigate and found the line of the road blocked by the treesits, 

well out of cherry picker reach, and an elaborate' system of trees roped together 

so that they could not be , felled without endangering the treesitters. 

Wingham Forest. Ation has written , to State Forests requesting them' not to log 

the area below the treesits. ' This area 'is the best, part of the Compartment and 
comprises a msgnifice.nt parklike stand . of huge ancient tallnwwnods and ' other 

species in the headwaters of Tirrel Creek. 

"The destruction of this forest would be a major blow to Australian Heritage 

and to the wildlife and tourist potential of the area" WFA spokesperson Jeffrey 

Nicholls said.  

"Nothing in our bâilt or cultural heritage compares to the grandeur of this 

forest" he said. 	"Because it is out of sight of the people, the NSW State 
Government, 	State Forests and their contractors destroy it with impunity." 

"The' forest 'defenders hope to save the foreit by making it visible to the people: 
The people struggling to save the forest want everyone to see what' they are 

losing" he said.  

"The authorities who are supposed to ' be protecting our heritage from criminal 

destruction havent even been to look': Mx Nichollé said. 	"The licenccs to 
destioy' the forest, kill its wildlife and pollute its water have been is'sued 'with 

no real assessment of the forest. 	The  process enacted by the National, Parks and 
Wildlife Act has been bypassed", he said  

Further information contact WFA on (065) 50 4519, 50. 4402, 50 4572 
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WINUHAM FOREST ACTION Media Release 17 February 1994 

TREESIT ENTERS FOURTH DAY 
Forest protesters in Compartment 209. of the Doyles River State Forest are 

looking forward to the end of a long wet weekend. They are supporting a 

treesit, established to protect and draw attention to "The: Avenue", is still 

in place. 	 . 

The treesit comprises two platforms suspended, about twenty metres above 

the ground in a huge tree. 	Forest defenders occupy these platforms . to 

make it impossible for the trees to be cut down or bulldozed. 	The tree 

blocks the path. of a road that is being cut through steep forest to give 

access to the last part of the compartment to be logged. 

The treesit was established last Wednesday. 	Work on clearing the line of 

road 	stopped and police visited the site last. Thursday, but took no action. 

The Avenue is a magnifiáent' stand of old growth forest in the headwajers 

of Tirrl Creek, a tributary of the Manning River. It is due to .  be destroyed 

in the next few weeks. It is being logged on a 120 day temporary licence 

to take and kill endangered species issued two years ago 

A photograph widely distributed by WFA to media and governmflt shows 
one of the trees in The Avenue. 	Six people with arms outstretched can just 

reach around its, trunk. 	There are many trees of comparble size and age 

in the . compartment.  

"In an urban landscape, such trees would be given a dollar value 
somewhere between $40 000 and $100 000 . each", WFA person Jane 

Watson said. . "Their high value arises from i their replacement cost and 

their social, cultural, biological and heritage contribution to the human 

environment."  

"In these terms, the minimum value of the Avenue and surrounding area is 

abouf $8 million. This valuation does not take into account the fact that we 
are not dealing here with a few isolated street trees, but a living forest, 

populated with magnificent plants and many rare and endangered animal 
species " 	she said. 	 - 	 • 	• 

"Because it is far from human habitation, however, the State of 14SW places 
negligible value on these tiees. Half of them will be simply cut and left on 

the ground and the:  remainder will bring a royalty of about $500 each" Ms 
Watson said.  

* 	• Further information contact WFA on (065) 50 4519, 50 4402, 50 4572 



-Wingham Forest Action -(065)50 4503,50 4572.50 4402 - Created: Monday, 13 December1993 0:11 7 Page 1 of! 

WINCHAM FOREST ACTION Media release, Monday 13 December 1993 

POLICE D(PECTED TODAY 
WE SEEK MEDIATION 
NATIONAL FOREST POLICY MUST AND WILL PREVAIL 

Fo}'esr Action 	. 

If 	the 	weather is 	fine 	this morning, 	we 	expect the 	police 	to begin 	efforts 
to ëemove us from Coinpartmedt 209, Doyles 	River 	State 	Forest. 

We have captured two 	bulldozers 	and a 	road 	grader 	with tripods 	and 
blocked 	the 	access road 	with 	the 	debris 	created 	by 	logging operatioäs"' 
WFA 	spokesperson, Susie. Russell 	said today. 

Medhi i/on 

"The 	situation in 	Compartment 	209 	could 	develop 	into 	an 	expensive 
standoff." 	Ms Russell said: 	In the recent Wgging of, the old growth 
forest of Compartment 22 in the Bulga State Foest the cost of a large 
police 	presence 	for 	two 	months 	easily 	exceeded 	the royalties 	earned 

• 	 from the logging.  

• 	 "This 	standoff could 	be avoided 	by mediation. 	Early in 	this 	dispute, 	we" 
'asked 	the' Police 	to 	engage 	the 	Comnrunity 'Justice 	Centre 	in 	Newcastle 	to 
mediate 'between 	ourselves, 	Police 	ajd 	Forestry. 

We are ready to talk. 	There is an urgent' need 	for the mediation 
process 	to 	begin before large scale Police actiOn." 	Ms Russell 	said. 

National Forest FJiçv 	. , . 	. .. . 	•. 

WFA has written to the Prime Minister, Mr Keating, urging him to exert 
pressure on NSW to conform, to National Forest Policy, 

"There is no doubt that Nétional Forest Policy must and will prevail" we 
wrote.  

"The more 4uickiy this issue is 	resolved, 	the more painless 	it 	will 	be for 
everybody. 	The old growth logging sector of 	the 	timber 	industry 	must 
be 	shut 	dOwn. 	. . 

negitiatioñs 	toward closing down the 	sector 	must 	begin 	as 	soon. 
as 	possible.,  

"This closure is for the: good of 	ail, so we must all contribute to just 
compensation to those who will lose when old growth 	can no longer be 
logged."'  

Further information contact WFA on (065) 50 4572, 50 4402, 	50 	4503 

WFA 	, , , 	 •' 	Monday 1 	13 December 1993 . 	 0:11 	page 	1 
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A.C.N. 002 880 864 
	 Environmental Defender's Office Ltd 

FACSIMILE TRMisMIsSIO1 SHEET 

Suite 82, LincOln Nouse 
280 PItt Street 

SydneY 2000 AusUaila 
DX: 722 Sydney 

red: EDO 

TEL: (02) 261 3500 

FAX; (02) 267 7548 

Date: 9 June 1993 

To: Sue Salmon f;4 cj'jlkor 

Number; .2471206 (z911- sn-c 
• 	Prom: David Mossop 	. 

Number of Pages Sent (mci.. thin page): 2 

• tEthers are any transmission difficulties please telephone.  (02) 
261-3599 

Following is a media release-issued (not by us) this afternoàn. 
In the matter of Forestry Commission V Sheed the Commission 
sought jeroCutory orders in the Supreme Court against "unknown 
persons" to restrain them from protesting over what they allege 
to be illegal logging in the Wingham Management Area. Windeyer 
J -  dismis8ed the application at midday today and Meagher JA 
dismissed an application to. have three judges of the Court of 
Appeal convened to hear an. application for special leave to 
appeal from that decision this afternoon. He allowS the 
Commission to bring their application forspecial leave to appeal 
next Tuesday. unfortunately.for . the Commission this is after the 
end of the protests which commenced today and are due to end on 
Friday. 	. 	. 

of pérticular importance are two issues in this matter 

whether the Commission should attempt to use equitable-
remedies to protect its interests when these are essentially 
duplicating the criminal penalties available under the Forestry ,  

Act; 

the outrageous. suggestion that the Court should make orders 
against unknown protesters. Not only is this a total denial of 
natural justice but it alsO seems.to  be to be contrary to the 
ruts Of law to make such orders. 

Fortunately the Commission has not been successful to date; Let 
us hope that they get suitable quantities of egg on their face 
over this fiasco and don't try it again. • . 

.- .;..'•• 	 . 	. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	. 	 . 
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MEDIA RELEASE 9TH JUNE 1993 100PM 

. 	FOR IMMEDIATE, PUBLICATION .• 

WINGMAM FOREST ACTIOt4 

• •. 	FORESTRY COMMISSION REFU5ED. INJUNCTION 

THE NEW-SOUTH WALES PORESTRY COMMISSION HAIJ BEEN -. 
DENIED RESTRAINING ORDER$ AGAINSt "UNKNOWN PERSONS" 
BY HIS HONOUR-JUSTICE WINDEYER,-INTHE SyPREME COURT 

- THIS MORNING..  

THE COMMISSION WAS SEEKING RESTRAINING ORDERS FROM. 
THE COURT AGAINST UNKNOWN PERSCNS to PREVENT 
MEMBERS.OF THE PUBLIC FROM EXERCISING THEIB- RIGHt TO. 
PROTEST. . 	.: 	, . 	 ...... 	. 	. 

THE ORDERS HAD SEEN SOUGHT BY THE COMMISSION 70  
PREVENT ANTICIPATED PROTESTS AGAINSTALLEGED ILLEGAL 
LOGGING OF XTREMELY HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE OLD• 
GROWTH FORESTIN COMPARTMENT 22 OF THE WINOHAM 
MANAGEMENTAREA. 	. . . .. . ,. 

THE PROTEST BEGAN IN THE FOSESTS OF THE WIN3hAM 
MANAGEMENT AREA EARLY THIS MORNING AND ARF FX.PFCTFD 
TO CONTINUE FOR SEVERAL-DAYS; 	:. . .. 	. .. 

THE COMMISSION IS EXPECTED TO APPEAL THE DECISION LA+E 
THIS AFTERNOON. 	.. 	. ' 	• 	. 

a ............. 

FOR. MORE, INFORMATION CONtACT (065)50 4572 

hRR)c..QR,F'/ck'w 

O/8.StfO1 

. 	. • ,. 
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WINOHAM FOREST ACTION Media Release 

Tuesday 15 March 1994 

LICENCE APPEAL LODGED IN LAND AND ENVIRONMENT COURT 

Yesterday afternoon Wingham Forest Action lodged an appeal in the Land 
and Environment Court agaist the new General Licence - to Take or Kill 

Endangered Fauna issued to the Forestry Commission of NSW by the 
Director-General -of National Parks and Wildlife. 

The isàue of this licence is the final step in the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) / Fauna Impact Statement (FIS) process for the Wingham - 

Management. Area (WMA). 

WFA spokesperson, Jeffrey Nicholls, said "The new licence places some 

conditions on the logging of Old Growth Forests, but it is still not good 
enough. The NPWS Decision Report states the problem clearly 

(p 

 48): 

A critical resource in the WMA is old growth hardwood forests on gentle 

slopes .....They comprise 11,452 ha or 60.8% of all unlogged forest in the 

WMA. . Based on information provided in the ElS, the Service estimates 

that by the end of the first cutting aycle as proposed in the E!S, 96% of the 

unlogged hardwood on gentle slopes will . have been lojged. 	Neither the 

EJS nor the FIS considered the implications of this for fauna. 

"The simple fact is, if you destroy habitat, you . .destro fauna" . Mr. Nicholls 
said. 	'This fact is implicitly recognised by the licensing, process. . Logging 

kills endangered species, so a licence is required. There is no evidence to 

suggest that the . 80% canopy removal sought by the Forestry Commission 

does not kill 80% of canopy dependent species" he said: 

"These animals are in Schedule 12 of the NPW Act because they ne 
Endangered. 	The Scientific Committee gave the following reasons for 
listing the Yellow-bellied Glider in Schedule 12: 	"Population severely 

reduced; poor recovery potential; 	threatening prdcesses severe; 	ecological 

specialist." 	All the . other endangered species are in similar straits. 	Of the 
72 species listed as Threatened, 	38 	are already considered extinct. 	- 

"The Government is sailing far too close to the wind. The Decision Report 

repeatedly emphasises the lack of data about our endangered - species. 	The 
potential loss here is so - great that the Director General must use the 
precautionary. principle 	jyou don't know. say no; We must take the 
pressure off these endangered species immediately", - Mr Nicholls said.- 

For further information contact WFA on (065) 50 4402, 50 4503, 50 4519, 50 4572 
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Sydney 
	

Group 
LOCATED AT: 4th floor, Suite 8. '134 Broadway, Sydney 2007 

• 	 P0 sox A474 
Sydney South 
Australia .2000 

ph: (02) 212 1132 
fx: (02) 212 1132 

MEDIA ALERT * MEDIA ALERT * MEDIA ALERT * MEDIA ALERT *' 

PROTESTERS PADDLE AGATNS.T SHIPMENT OF TIMBER FROM MALAYSIA 

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN SARAWAW ESCALATE - MILITARY INVADES 
PENAN VILLAGE- 20 PEOPLE FLEE 

WHEN: 	12 NOON TOMORROW (Thursday Nov. zif 1993) 
WHERE: 	Jubilee Place (off Darling st.:$alaaia) 
CONTACT: 	Alex or Gabby-• 	212 1132 office ph. 

015 02 060 mobile ph. 

Tomorrow peaceful protesters from a number of NSW peak environment 
groups will be paddling out against a shipment of tropical timber from 
Southeast Asia, mainly MalayBia. They will be blockading the "Socof 1 
Lake", the ship that was met by over 50 protesters in Brisbane on Monday 
earlier this week. 

This action coincides with recent events that have been happening in the 
Malaysian State of Sarawak, where the Indigenous people have been 
defending their lands for over 15 years against logging. 

The Penan blockade at.Long Moboi was broken up last month by the 
Military, who used extreme force and tear gas against the, peaceful 
demonstrators. On the 2nd of November, 3 truckloads of the army 
"visitedt' their village. The military were said to have, threatened to 
bomb their village if they did not give information about the 
organisers - 

Spokesperson for the Rainforest Action Group, Gabby Greyem said "This is 
another notch in a long stream of events wher.e the Malaysian Government 
is acting against the will of its own Indigenous people. It is pursuing 
short tern economic prosperity, but what the Government obviously does 
not realise is that it is forfeiting the oldest rainforests on Earth, 
and one of the last remaining nomadià rainforest tribes in the World." 

The protesters are deeply distressed that these events have not been 
brought to the attention of the International Community. No political 
action has been taken by any Government anywhere to secure Native 
Customary Rights to the tndigenous People of Sarawak. They are acting 
upon this issue themselves by increasing public and political awareness 
through direct action and by encouraging Australian consumers not to buy 
rainforest timbers. 

KAYAXERS: 	 Paddlers launching from 'JUBILEE PLACE" of f 
Darling St, Balinain at 10.30am. 

SHIP DOCKING TIME: 	12 NOON TOMORROW (Thursday Nov. 	1993) 
WHITE BAY terminal. .num. 6 
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BRIEFING SHEET 

Southeast Asia- 

• Southeast Asia possÜsès one-fifth of the world's :tr?.i1  forests and some 
of its worst rates of dtforestation 

• Southeast Asia was once almost completely blanketed by forest More than 
half of that forest covet has been obliterated, mainly withip the last 30 
years.  

• Southeast Asia is experiencing an ecological crisis of unprecedented 
magnitttde Deforestatsn has wreaked havoc On ciuflatic pterns, water 
resources, and soil productLvity Cleared forests attratt less rain and create 
and conditions conducive to forest fires 

• Commercial loggwg is cited as the main cause of ramforest destruction in 
Southeast Asia 

- - - -' • Virtually no where in $outheist. -Asii -is - -commercial, logging being carried 
out in a sustainable way.  

• Every year 4 million hectares, an area equal to the size of Switzerland, is 
lost 

Malaysia- 

• Malaysia is the world's largest supplier ,  of tropical logs, with over 80% 
coming from Sarawak, on the island of Borneo 

• Malaysia is losing its forests at the rate of appreimately 500,000 hectares 
each year, primarily in the states of Sarawak and Sabah 

• Over. 82 5% of Austr4ia's  tropical sawnwood imports come from Malaysia 

• At present rates of logging, Mala3%ia's forests will be exhausted by the 
turn of the century 

• Malaysia's biggest tunber market as Japan, where companies like 
Marubeni, C. Itoh, and Mitsubishi have invested heavily in Malaysia's logging 
industry.  

Sarawak -Indigenous People 

• The Indigenous people of. Sarawak make up half the population, yet their 
pleas for the loggrng to stop and recognition of their Native Customary Rights 
to their lands are largely ignored 
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• The Indigenous people of Sarawak have been blockading their lands for 
over.  15 years in attempts to stop the encroachment of logging companies, 
development schemes am! plantatiOn projects which do not benefit them. 

• Since 1987, over 400 arrests havo been made, with many people being 
further detained without trial 

I.  

• Sarawak's 700,000 ln4igenQus  peç,ples are grouped into 20 tribes 
including the than, Keikyah, Kelabit, Kayan and Penn These people are 
collectively known as DiyakS 

• Most of Sarawak's tubal people setted around 500 years ago, apart from 
the Penan, who have reMained n 	an omadic d are depen4ant  on the rainforest 
for their livelihood 

• The Pexian are the most affected tribe by the rampant and uncontrolled 
logging in Sarawak, which in some places continues 24 hours a day, using 
floodlights at night 

- Logging Industry & Pohtuial In vol -verne nE 

• Sarawak's Chief MinisMr, Tap Sn Abdul taib Mabmud, who is also Ministeri.
of forests, has reportedly amassed as much as US$4 biflion through his 
connections to the timber ;ndustry He also controls the altocation of all 
Sarawak's timber concessions 

• Sarawajcts Environment and Tourism Minister, James W. 	controls 
300,000 hectares of togging concessions and owns Lilnbang Trading, one of 
Malaysia's largest timber companies 

• The togging industry accounts for 50% of Sarawats income 

• Although there have, been recent official pronouncements to slow down 
logging in Sarawak, this has' had little immediate iapact on indigenous 
communities in Sarawak, who's land 7  and resources are increasingly,  
threatened. 	 :........ :. • 	

•. 	: 	• 	. ....... 	. 	. 	... 

Australta's Role- 

• Australia is directly involved in the 4estruction of Southeast Asia's 
rainforests and the disruption of Indigenous cultures through 

- Imports of tropical umber (171.207m 3  In 1990-91) and furniture 
(worth $49 million p a) 
- Australian comparnes involvement in logging activities in Southeast 

• 	Asia. 	: 	......... • 	•: 	. 	•. ••. 	•• 	. 	•. 	[.•. 	. 	. 	.. 	•. 	.. 	..••. 	. 
- Refusing to act on this issue at urgency by subscribing to the 
International Tropical TimberOrganisation's "Year 2000" target of 
sustainability. By then it will be too late for the fQrests of ,  Malaysia 
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THE' WILDERNESS SOCIETY 
BRIEF To ALL NSW tflIA ON WOODCIUPPING 

10.00 a.m. 30 JUNE 1994 

MAuVE FOREST WOODCIw'nrIG IS AN ECONOMIC DISASTER. RURAL 
COMMUNITIES SUSTAINED BY PLM4TA7IONS CREATING ECONO[hUC 

GROWTH MW FOREST PROTECTION 

Timber Industry groups are misleading the community and politicians over the 
economic Importance of native forest woodchipping.. The two attached 
information leaflets from The Wilderness Society confirm that; 

• Native forest woodehipping is an economic diaster for Australia and NSW 
regional communities: The native forestry sector produces predominantly 
woodchlps (eg 90% of all wood production in SE NSW, about 60% in NE NSW) 
and now has an accumulated debt of Over $5 BILLION DOLLARS ($1.121 
BILLION in NSW). 

* A rapid transition into the plantation Umber Industry is underway with 
hundreds of millions of dollars of investment and thousands ofjobsto be created 
in rural areas. THE PLANTATION TIMBER INDUSTRY WILL SUSTAIN REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES LONG AFTER NATIVE FOREST LOGGING HAS GONE. 

In addtion see the following summary: 

5 REASONS TO STOP EXPORT WOODCHIPPINGI 

• Less than 5% of Australia is covered with native forest, and less than 20% of 
this is protected. The woodchippers want access to all the unprotected forests in the next 
decade, befort the millions of hectares of eucalypt plantation in other counthes price them out of the 
market. 

• Every :vear, more than 2 million maturetrees die in native forest to ;upply the 
export siodchipping companies. These are the trees used for habitat by some of our most 
endangeri4 animals. 

• Largescale woodchippiflg operations lead to soil erosion and decline in •  water 
quality. 

; Since export woodehipping began, almost 40% or all jobs in the timber industry 
have been lost. In this period, the amount of wood taken from forests has increased by 40%. 

• State forestry agencies usually run at a huge loss, yet export woodchipping 
companies make huge profits. The massive profits made fromnative forest woodchipping 
are the major obstacle stopping the industry from moving into existing plantations. 

More information: Tom McLoughlin. tel. 02-267 7929w or 02-365 3837 
/3 pages rliowLug 
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debt costs Australian taxpayers an additional several hundred 
million dollars each year. 

Uiis does not make economic sense. This money has to be rajed 
by additional taxation or a cutback in government services. 

• 

	

	(Saddler H. et al , 1991, Valtee for Money, Forestry as if 
Economics ?lattered, Consultancy to C. Mime MKA, Tasmania.) 

• 	Australja.coulj earn far more from a value added timber 
industry bated on plantations instead of native forcstg. 

t1J. 	of people: MISLEADING 

- 	 - 

The export woodchip industry accounts for 45 per cent of the f native forest harvested in Australia (Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural 	and Resource Economics 1990/1, Australian.Forest 	'°c• 

Resources, ACP$ Canberra). However it only employs a total of 
801 people throu9hout Australia (Resource - Assessment 
Commission, Forest and Timb€rInqujry; Draft Report 1991). 
lhi s repreYzi1 it 1 ess than 2 per cent of total empl oyment in 
the forest products industry, 

d)There S no scientific evidence to stop woodthjping WONQ 

In a compilation of the most recent scientific research o il 
forest fauna in Australia. the introductory chapt.:r stai-. 

• reseat-c/i has s/Iowa ti-ia t there has be-en a deci me in ,w.,i, 
spec ies as a t ,esult of logging and that ext fact ions- a, i / / • jy 
if current logp!,ig regimes :Pe/•si$t. " 

(lunney Ci,. in Conservation of Austral ia's Foret,t Fauna, Rovj) 
Zoological Society of NSW, 1992. page 4.): 

In addition- to such research the Resource Assessment 
Commission (RAC) 	conc'iuded that 

"It is not feas-ihi to log old-growth forests, as detibed by 
the Inquiry, and yet ida in their full coffiplemeilt of old 
growth - attributes andvalues," 

(RAC. Forest and Timber Inquiry, 1992. Overview; page 66) 

Oil the tame page the RAC wnt further than this and 
recommEnded a cissation of logging in wilderness areal. 

For further information contact: 

Stephen Taylor or Andrew Wong ph: 06 257 5122 
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P0 Box 188, Civc Square, ACT 2608. T'& (06)257-5122. Fax: (06) 247-7270 

21 January 1993 

MORE FOREST FURPHIES 

Thewoodchipping debate has been marred by furphies spread by 
the National Association of Forest Industries. A number of 
these, often quoted by Robert Bair of the National Association 
of Forest lndv:tries, are revealed and corrected below. Keep 
this informatio;i sheet for future use. 

Robert Bath hat been rtported saying; 

"We wust wake sure we have got out facts rig/if.. it  is the 
thing which ivoul ,,1 t'r Ing us undone most quickly. 

(Canberra Times, 18/1/92, page Cl, "The Lobby game") 

It seems that Dr Bain does not take his own advice beca.sc 
every par€ of the following set of claiims about woodchippi;iy, 
also made by him, i.s in, fact either wrong or misleading. 

"We 're exporting a thaste product. we 're earning $500 rn/yea, 
toward .4ustral ia 's worsei ing trade deficit and we 're epplojiI154  
a lot of people, and .t/;ercr is ho sc lentif ic evidence that it 
should stop. 

(ABC Radio. Sega 14 December 1992) 

Each of these claims are addressed below. 

Q)42odc k.jppinj isawaste troduct: WRONG 

The Public Accounts Committee of NSW reported that 90 per cent 
of the. trees logged in the Eden area are old 9rowth and go. 
directly to, the woodchip industry (PAC'Report no. 62, December 
1990. to the Parliament of NSW). The situation is similar in 
the southern forests of Tasmania, where over 85 per cent of 
the trees extracted from the forest are woodchipped, 

jtoj_chJa2_U1s,Arnj 5 UOm/year: MISLEADING 

This is misleading dna number of counts, Firstly' the income 
from export w'oodch ipp i ng in 	991-92 was actually $415 m i 11 ion 
(Australian bureau of Agrir.ul tural and Resource Economics). 
More importantly the claim igno es taxpayer subsidies and 
other economic cost.s associated with this export ,income. 
Woodchipping is heavily subsidised. The aumulated debt of 	flt.121 
government foreitry agencies is now over $5 billion (Byron R.N I 
1991 Fiscal Approaches of, StateFgrest Management Agencies, 
RAG Consul.tancy Series. .AGPS Canberra.). The iriterest'oi, t h i s 
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TH E WILD'SNEsS SOCIETY 
Atth: Chiefs of Staff / Environment & Political Reporters 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Wednesday May 25, 1994 

SOCIETY VINDICATED: REPORT SHOWS PWITATION INDUSTRY WILL 8USTA( 
RURAL COMMUNITIES LONG AFTER NATIVE FOREST LOGGING IS GONE 

The Wilderness Society welcomes the recent release of an economic report by consultants 
BIS Shrapnel Pty Ltd vindicating the Society's promotion of a speedy transition out of 
native forests and into the expanding plantation industry. Existing plantations will be 
part of the self sufficiency and $500 million in 'exports predicted in the report for the year 
2000. Rural NSW can expect the lion's share of the new jobs and investment associated 
with this export revenue based on the existIng 250,000 hectares of softwood plantations 
in the ground now. 

Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society, Ms Lucy Horodny said today "The BIS 
Shrapnd report highlights Federal and NSW Government Inaction on utilising existing 
plantation resources. The consequence has been the disastrous. unnecessary 
woodchipping of rural catchrnents and tourism assets. 

"In Australia existing plantations .wIU replace the native forest sector with its 40% Job 
losses In the last 20 years. In NSW alone this sector has accrued a Loss of $1.121 billion 
In tdxpayers money. Many native, forest sawmills have closed in South East NSW in 
recent years to make way for woodchipping- at Tumut, Nimmitabel and Sega - directly 
affecting over 30 Jobs 19, 8 & 14 respectIvely). By comparison, softwood projects are 
taking off. It's these existing plantations that will sustain regional communities in the 
future. 

"This Industry report highlights the opportunities still available to government to help 
speed up the transition to plantations with projects like: 

the CSR high tech sawmill to be built at Bombala by 1995-96 using plantations and 
creathig 370 jobs over the next few years; 
• Th-Forestry P/L Initial export deal of 168.00 cubic metres of sawlogs from Braidwood 
over the next 2 years expanding to 1000 potential jobs In the future; 
* $500 million export deal by CSR involving 50% production increase at Tumut 
including $10 million plant upgrade and a new plant at Mt Gainbier; 
• 380,000 cubic metres per annum from State Forest plantations at Bathurst involving a 
potential 350 jobs and $1 50-200 million capital development. 

"People don't realise the majority of Australian sawlogs. wood-panels and paper products 
are now produced from edstlng plantations, not native forests. There Is no economic 
reason to avoid native forest protection" Ms Horodny concluded. 

More Infortnation: 	Lucy Horodny 	(06) 2575122w '(06) 247 0815h 
Torn McLaughlin (02)2677929w (02) 365 3837h 

(Note: References for figures used aboue are auoiiahle upon request.) 
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THE ,  WILPERNESS SOCIETY 
S**DIAh  RELEASE' 

Attn: Chiefs of Staff / Environment and Political Reporters 

SUnday - Monday, .29-39 May 1994 

[ct4;1 J9i3 ;•) 	 VMT') t) :4j :4 ;Y;i &'IEI 

The Wilderness Society understands Mr Don Grant. the NSW Surveyor-General 
(S-G) employed within the Department of Conservation & Land Management, 
will present a secret wilderness report to the Director-General of the Cabinet 
Office on Monday 30/5/94. The S-G has been considering whether off-road 
vehicle users, horse-riders and possibly others have special "interests" in three 
legally defined Wilderness areas (Deua. Oxley and Goodradigbee). 

Mr Tom Mctoughlin, spokesperson for the Wilderness Society said "The 
SurveyorGeneral process is discredited. Conservationists at the local level as 
well as peak environmental groups such as The Wilderness Soc ety. Total 
Environment Centre and National Parks Association have either rejected the 
submission process outright, or participated under protest." 

"The reason is that the Surveyor-General does not have ecological expertise in 
conservation issues. He is basically a map-designer, and a bureaucrat favoured 
by the National Party. The National Parks & Wildlife Service are the real 
authority on Wilderness boundaries. No wonder Bob Can described the process 
earlier this year as a "roil of the. statutory framework". 

"The whole Surveyor-General process diverts attention from the nature 
conservation purpose of Wtlderriess areas - they are not recreational racetracks 
for four-wheel drive vehicles, horse-riding or trail-biking which can go on in 
less sensitive areas. 

'There is only about 4.4% of NSW which is natural enough and intact enough to 
qualifr as Wilderness: Only low impact activities are compatible with 
protection of our Wilderness heritage" Mr McLaughlin concluded. 

Irtfonnatiorc Thm McLoughltn teL 02-267 7929 w or 02-365 3837 h 

• Includes camping, sight-seeing, canoeing/kayaking/rafting, bird & animal 
watching, photography, bushwalking/hiklng. dlimbing/abselling. scientific study 
and any other low impact activities. Even these activities should be managed to 
protect the ecosystem. 
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ffl*Nw,media release 
c1Il ALP DESERTS FOREST INDUSTRY AND UNION 

MOVIMENT  

Satements In the 145W Upper Housib*ëmlght by the 145W ALP $ve.. 

demonstrated OflCG and for all mat they have deserted the Sue bollar 
workers and are threatening thousands of Jobs In New South Wales because 
CT their refusal to allow the defeat of the Clover Moore South East Forests 
Protection Bill, according to Cal Dorber, Executive Director NSW Forest 
Products AssocIation. 

Mr. Dorber said 1  "Not only has the Prime Mister said he will sign the South 
East Forests Agreement as soon as this Bill is defeated, Mr. Michael 

.>k Easson, Secretary of the NSW Labor Council, representing hundreds 01 
thousands of blue collar workers in NSW, yesterday wrote to Fred Nile 
pleading for the South East Forests ProtectIon Bill to be defeated as a 
matter of urgency in order to save jobs in south eastern New South Wales. 

.. r... 

He went on to say, "Using a parliamentary filibuster the ALP.have kept the 
debate going sinCe midnight and look as if they are determined to stretch 
this debate into the weekend rather than admit their mistake in supporting 
Clover Moore and voting to get rid of this Bill which sits like an albatross 
around both their necks and that of the Prime Minister. 

'Using a parliamentary filibuster the ALP has forced the NSW Upper House 
to sit all night to debate this matter. I call upon the ALP to place Jobs and 
Investment betore petty polrncal Interests and defeat this Bill now." 

For further InformatIon contact Col Dorber, Executive Director 145W Forest 
Products Association Pager No. 016 286359 or David prestwich 02360 4022. 

(Mr Dorber is also availabtq a parliarn&nt HoCise - Legislative Council 

Issued 5.456M 96 Friday October, 1993. Parliament House - NSW. 

r PA 	HSW Forest Products 	13-29 NIchols Street 	P0 Box 903 	Phone (02) 360 4022 

r 	Association Ltd 	 Scury Mills 	 Doilrghurst 	Fax (02)361 0374 

A.C.W.001864463 	NSW2010 	 NSW200 

;ttt 	END OF DCC'.tJMENT 
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Senator John Coulter 
Australian Democrats 
Spokesman on Environment, 
Energy & Resources, Science, 
Technology, Population & Transport 

93/533 	 - 	 9/12/93 

Forest's National Day of Action 

The Australian Democrats have come out in support of Environmental 
Groups in the push to end export woodchipping. 

Democrats Environment Spokesman Senator John Coulter said the 
proposed National day of Action set down for Monday, December 13 would 
thrust the woodehipping issue onto the national agenda. 

"Vast tracts of Australia's valuable old growth native forests are being 
increasingly hacked into as the overseas demand for woodchips grows," said 
Senator Coulter. 

"Up to 60% of all logged forests are being used for woodchipping at a rate 
that simply cannot be sustained; it must be stopped. 

"I endorse the actions of the Wilderness Society, Friends of the Earth, the 
Rainforest Action Group and others in bringing the natien's focus onto the 
woodchip issue through the National Day of Action. 

"I call on all environmental groups to support non-violent protest and to 
continue to lobby against the devastation caused by extensive and 
destructive logging practices." 

Senator Coulter recently returned from a trip to the Nalbaugh State Forests 
of New South Wales where he saw first hand the results of irresponsible 
logging among old growth forests. 

Further Comment Senator John Coulter (06) 277 3645 
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WINGHAJVI FOREST ACTION Media release, Wednesday 8 December 1993 

STEADY RAIN ASSISTS THE DEFENCE 
DIREcTOR-GENERAL REFUSES STOP WORK ORDER 
WHAT DOES BORAL THINK? 

Forest Action 
Taking advantage of continuous rain, forest protestors have settled into 
Compartment 209, Doyles River State Forest, near Wingham. 

There has been no logging since Friday, 3 	December. 	We have heard on 
the 	grapevine 	that State 	Forests would 	like 	us 	removed, 	but 	the 	police 
have been slow to act. 	Policy, or a shortage of raincoats and wellies? 

We expect some sort of effort to get the logging going again this 
morning, but believe that 	our obstacles to old growth destruction will 
take some time to move. 

Stop work order 

Last Wednesday 1 December we wrote to the Director General of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service requesting a stop work order on 
compartment 209. Our request was refused 

We have written to the Minister for Environment, Mr Hartcher renewing 
our request. 

Our letter reads, in part 
11 Mr Papps replied by letter dated 3 December ... refusing our 

request. 	He noted the circumstances of issue and conditions on the 
licence, TS 0016 and stated: 

The Serr,the considers that; with these additional endangered 
là unit conditions, the impact of forestry operations on endangered 
fauna should be ac/eq uareiy ameliorated 

Mr Papps has missed the point of our letter. 	We are not simply 
trying to save endangered fauna, but old growth forest. To this end we 
reminded him in our letter that the DO is the authority for the 
protection of natirv p/ants (Sl13). 	I#Yldl.zfe in the NPW Act means 
fauna and nat.z'r plants (55(1)). 

"We believe that the DG must act reasonably and that his consent to 
the taking or killing of wildlife must be based on proper information. 

"We believe that proper information in this context means 
informati?n obtained by scientific method. 	The scientific method 
requires observation, and the computation (by standard mathematical 
methods) of the probability of the link between the observation and a 

WFA 	 Thursday, 9 December 1993 	 2:33 	page 1 
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particular conclusion, 	in general, the firmness of the conclusion 
depends upon the extent of observation. 	Without observation, one 
cannot assign any certainty to a conclusion. 

" We  note that no officer of the Service visited Compartment 209 after 
our request. ... Any decision made by the DG with respect to 
compartment 209 has very probably been made in negligent ignorance 
of the environment of the Compartment which State Forests is 
destroying." 

That does floral thinlY 

WFA has also written to Boral seeking to clarify its position on old 
growth logging. Our questions: 

"Has Boral developed ethical positions on its operations? As a 
supplier of resources to the building and construction industries, are you 
in a position to give professional advice to your clients on the 
environmental implications of their choice of particular materials for the 
realisation of their designs? 

Would you accept the view that a floor made from wild grown 
tallowwood or brush box carries the same ethical problems as a fur coat 
made from the skins of wild animals? 

"Do you believe that the policies proposed in the National Forest 
Policy Statement will prevail before you are able to take full advantage 
of the supply agreements you have with State Forests? 

"If the answer to this question is yes, have you made provision in 
your accounts for the possible loss of this resource? 

"Do you feel any embarrassment at being permitted (and perhaps 
encouraged) by the NSW Government and State Forests to accept old 
growth logs into your mills in the face of Na;ional Forest Policy? 

"Do you feel that your wood supply agreements with State Forests 
entitle you to compensation should National Forest Policy prevail over 
local NSW policy? 	Could you give us an order of magnitude figure for 
the compensation you would expect if this resource ceases to be 
available? 

"As a corporation with diverse interests in the resource sector, are 
you in a position to retrain and redeploy workers from your Mt George 
mill who may lose their jobs as a result of the implementation of 
Nac4onal Forest Policy?" 

Further information 	contact WFA on (065) 50 	4572, 50 	4402, 50 4503 

WFA Thursday, 9 	December 1993 2:33 page 2 
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*** Media Rel ~e ase *** 
AflN Chiefs, of Staff / : Political l  & Environment reporters 	•Monda9 Sept 27, 1993 

STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL 700 A M MONDAY SEPT 27, 1993 

THE.. S IR1T.'.ON OLD. GROWTH & 
WILDERNESS PROTECTION 

NSW State Forestry destroys intqrnatioiial tourism 
assets while in breach of conservation obligations 
under the National Forest Policy Statement. 

Approximately 35 conservationists have occupied the 'closed forest' at 
compartment 1402 in the Coolangubra Wilderness in the south east of 
NSW in protest at the logging of Old Growth Wilderness in breach of. the 
National Forest Policy Statement The last of 400 hundred year old giant 
eucalypts growing in '1402' are expected to be targeted for logging 
today for woodehips 

Today's action marks stage 2 of peaceful forest protests by the 
Wilderness Society in: the area. Last weçk N$W  State Foiesfry, loggers, 
local police s  arid 'NSW jvWs attempted to f : thwart (sepaEateiy or. in 
cornbinàtión) stage 1 of the protests by various, means including 'closing' 
the forest, evicting conservatiQmsts, felling trees near members of the 
public, arresting six peaceful protesters, publicising confidential charge 
sheets.; and refUsing to 1 inspeôt breaches  'of the National' Fofest Policy. 

"This lOgging in south east NSW proves that Premier.. Fahey' and Prime 
Minister Keating are breaching their own commitment in the National 
Forest Poliôy Statement to protect Old Growth. Wilderness forests" said 
TOrn .McLoüghlin, ,NSW Càrn'paigOer for the Wilderness Society. 
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allan News 
	 9.NOV-1993 14:18 

Nfl IN SLANG ItIG NATCU OUTS'rJXA 	
OVER FORESTS 

FORRZTS NSW 
SYDNEY, Nov 9 AAI' - Three politicians got into a clanging match 

on the steps of New south wales parliament house during a 
demonstration today against logging in the stateo south east 

fonsto. 
Democrat )C.0 Richard Jones, who recently supported a bill 

deferring logging in the forestL argued with sational Mpg andrew 
fraser and Peter cochrane, whose I4onaro electorate covers the 

region. 
Delnonstrators and journalists looked on as the three hurled 

abuse and talked over the top of one another. 
Mr Jones called the two Liberal NPS -radnecke w  and said they 

would be out of office in 18 months. 
Hr Fraser said Mr Jones was a nonseflse" and should go back to 

sleeping in the upper house. 
"Do you care at all Richard that what you are doing and what 

this bill is doing is costing 700 jobaj Mr cochrane said. 
r cochrane also called the demonstrators "no more than bludgero 

and layabouts". 
The demonstration was staged to mark the defeat in the upper 

house last week of Independent Clover )(oores south east forest 

cjs/okIbwl 
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Senator John Cotilter 

Australian Democrats 

93/444 	 26/10/93 

Forest Policy gets the Chop 
The failure by the Federal Government to use reseive powers to stop logging in old 
growth forests and wilderness areas has been labelled a "national disgrace" by the 
Australian Democrats and may lead to the blocking of a multi-million dollar government 

forest research levy.. 

Democrats Environment spokesman Senator John Coulter launched a scathing attack on 
the government and the role of Environment Minister Ros Kelly and Resources Minister 
Michael Lee in failing to take decisive action to prevent controversial logging and wood-
chipping in wildcrness areas. 

"Not only is this government failing to act, it evens propounds the view that there is 
nothing it can do to save the forests,' Senator Coulter said during an urgency debate in 
the Senate earlier today. 

"It is the qovernment's failure of political will that allows the destruction of Australia's 
magnificent ancient forests." 

Senator Coulter said the government's failure to act to enforce its National Forest Policy 
signed by all statS except Tasmania had allowed the continued destruction of old growth 
forests at an alarming rate with various state governments thumbing their noses at 
Canberra. 

He called on the government to use the Corporations Act to prohibit logging in all of 
Australia's wilderness and old growth areas as has been threatened by both the 
Governthent and Opposition in relation to tobacco and industrial relations. 

'There is a long list of options for the government, providing it liasthe guts to use them, 
including refusing to renew permits for the export of woodchips, the introduction of 
tighter controls on foreign ownership of corporations involved in wood-chipping, the 
prohibition of logging by using trade and commerce puwcrs and the use of the 
Commonwealth's tied grants power to make forestry funding conditional on prohibiting 
logging in old growth and wilderness areas. 

'tinless there is decisive action by the Government the Democrats will not support the 
package of bills dealing with the introduction of a forest research levy worth millions of 
dollars. 

"We cannot support isolated aspects of the Government's pathetic National Forests Policy 
while the government caves in to the forest industry lobby and sits on its hands claiming 
it is powerless to enforce policy." - 

Further Comment: John Coulter (06) 277 3645 
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• MEDIA RELEASE 
Friday, December 3, 1993 	 MR 93/516 

FOREST POLICY: SHAM & SHAME 

The Australian Democrats have called on the Keating government to take urgent 
action to save huge areas of old growth forest and wilderness being destroyed by 
forestry in five states. 

Democrats' leader Cheryl Kernot says despite a moratorium negotiated by federal 
and state governments at ameeting in December last year, millions of twines of 
woodchip have been taken from high conservation value forests in 1993. 

The National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS), which was agreed to by state and 
federal governments on December 7 last year, provides for long term security of 
supply for the industry as well as containing a strategy to protect Australia's rapidly 
diminishing areas of old growth forest and wilderness. 

As part of that strategy the states agreed to undertake "high priority assessments" 
to determine which tracts of forest should be saved. 

The governments agreed in the statement that until those assessments were 
completed: "Forest management agencies will avoid activities that may significantly 
affect those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high 
conservation value". 

Just days after that agreement federal cabinet approved woodcbip export licences 
for 1993. In 1992/93 some 5.32 million tonnes of woodch.ip was taken, much of which 
came from those areas identified as likely to have high conservation value. 

The moratorium is still in place but the new Minister for Resources, Michael Lee, 
is set to announce the next round of export licences for 1994 within weeks. 

"Unless action is taken cabinet will once again clear the way for the destruction of 
vast tracts of Irreplaceable forest, despite being a party to an agreement which 
specifically says such activity should be avoided until a national forest survey is 
concluded and a national system of reserves is put in place," Senator Kernot said. 

Senator Kernot said she fully supported the efforts of Federal Environment Minister 
Rca Kelly, who has asked for the licence renewal issue to be listed urgently on the 
cabinet agenda. 

../2 (more over) 
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"Roe Kelly knows irreplaceable forest is being destroyed because her ministerial 
colleague Mr Lee refuses to accept that the NFPS Includes this moratorium clause," 
Senator Kernot said. 

"That is despite it being in black and white. He argues forest management agencies 
should only avoid old growth and wilderness areas if, in his own words, prudent and 
feasible alternatives are not available. 

"But this semantic device is not good enough. It is just dressed-up and convenient 
wording disguising a disgraceful sell-out of a precious natural resource by a 
government which pretends to be environmentally-aware. 

"The fact is the woodehip export licence allocation set in train logging in areas which 
are listed on the Register of the National Estate, some of which has been identified 
as having World heritage value." 

Senator Kernot said the Democrats believed the new round of export licences should 
exclude woodchips derived from old growth forest and wilderness areas. 

She said Mrs Kelly, who has ministerial responsibility for advising Mr Lee on the 
license issue, had Erepared a list of exclusion areas and she called on Mr Lee to 
accept this list. 

"In short, the forest protection strate' should be reflected in the conditions Mr Lee 
attaches to this round of licences." 

Senator Kernot said her party senate colleagues, led by South Australia's John 
Coulter, had journeyed to forest areas around the nation this week to examine, first 
hand, the incidence of forest felling in contravention of the COAG (Council of 
Australian Governments) agreement. 

The senators would bring information about activities on the ground to a special 
party room discussion of the issue when parliament resumes in Canberra next week 
on the eve of Mr Lee's licence decision. 

Senator Kernot said the logging in question was under way in five states - NSW, 
Queensland, Victoria, West Australia and Tasmania. 

In NSW an agreement, first negotiated between the Hawke and Greiner government 
in 1990 but which was left on hold for some years, Is now being renegotiated to 
reserve only 55,000 hectarea of forest. 

"In our view the NFPS should supersede this agreement and open the way for more 
forest to be saved in the south east of NSW. If the Keating and Fahey governments 
can't agree to increase the area to be protected, then Canberra should take unilateral 
action on the woodchip licences." 

In Queensland the state government has been reluctantly forced to concede that 
rainforest logging was under way. Areas threatened by logging this season include 

.13 (more over) 
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forest on the Clarke Range, west of Mackay and the Connors range, south of Sauna. 
These comprise a mixture of rainforest and old growth eucalypt forest. 

"Some 4,000 cubic metres of rainforest timber per year is taken from central 
Queensland to be used for structural purposes rather than for high grade use, such 
as furniture. This continued logging of timber from virgin rainforests is a national 

disgrace." 

Senator Kernot said about a third of the area up for logging in 1993 in Victoria's 
East Gippaland involved old growth or wilderness forests and she called for a hold 
on logging until the results of Commonwealth surveys in the area were completed. 

The West Australian government has just increased the area of clear felling from 
around 1,500 hectares of forest per year to 2,000 per year for the next decade. 

"It is a tragedy that up to 85% of some species of trees being felled in the, west is just 
exported as woodchipe." 

Tasmania was the only state not to agree to sign the NFPS but this is no reason to 
condone the further destruction of Tasmania's wilderness. 

Senator Kernot said that forests now threatened by logging were the Picton, Weld 
and Huon Valleys in the south west of the state with others in the Great Western 
Tiers area and on the west coast. 

She said it was one of the great myths that clear felling did not happen any more. 
"Nothing could be further from the truth. Large patches of forest listed on the 
National estate are currently being felled in Tasmania. Clear felling of old growth 
forest occurs in Tasmania, Western Australia, Victoria and in NSW." 

TO ARRANGE IN'l'ERVIEW: Geoff Dodd (06) 277-3203 

FOE.T POLICY INQUIRIES: Imogen Zethoven (03) 650-2771 
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RICHARD JONES MLC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative Council 
Parliament House, SYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 230 2858 Fax (02)j230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

24 May 1994 

Democrat's initiative on hardwood plantations 
accepted by Government 

"Last year during the Estimates Committees I suggested to George Souris, Minister tfor  Land and 
Water Conservation that legislation be introduced to give resource seeuiity to farmers who plant 

hardwood plantations." said Democrat Richard Jones, MLC. 

"George Souris turned to Dr Hans Drielsma and ordered him to start preparing the legislation. 

"I wrote to the Premier, the Minister for Land and Water Conservation, and the Treasurer asking 
them to consider lifting last year's $1 million hardwood plantation budget to $5 million next 

financial year. 

"I met with the Treasurer, Peter Collins. and CaLM Director-General, Warwick. Watkins, to 
promote the increased budget for plantations. 

"T am delighted that John Faliey has taken, up my suggestion with the $6 million programme for 

hardwood plantations on private land. The programme will create many new jobs, give security 
to farmers, increase the value of their land and end logging in our irreplaceable old growth forests. 

"With the creation of these new jobs and other plantations coming on stream, it will no longer be 
neeessaty to log the moratotutn areas in the South East forests rn.' the high value habitat old 

growth forests on the north coast.," concluded Richard Jones. 

For further information please contact Richani Jones on (02) 230 2858. 
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Attn: Chiefs of Staff / Environment & Political Reporters 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Wednesday May 25, 1994 

8 OCtET? VINDICATED: REPORT SHOWS PLANTATION INDUSTRY WILL SUSTAIN 
RURAL COMMUNITIES LONG AlTER NATIVE FOREST LOGGING IS GONE 

The Wilderness Society welcomes the recent release of an economic report by consultants 
BIS Shrapnel Pty Ltd vindicating the Society's promotion of a speedy transition out of 
native forests and Into the expanding plantation industry. Kristlng plantations will be 
part of the self sufficiency and $500 million in exports predicted in the report for the year 
2000. Rural NSW can expect the lion's share of the new Jobs and invetznent associated 
with this export revenue based on the existIng 250,000 hectares of softwood plantations 
In the ground now. 

Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society, Ms Lucy Horodny said today 'The 515 
Shrapnel report highlights Federal and NSW Governmentlnaction on utllislng existing 
plantation resources. The consequence has been the disastrous, unnecessary 
woodchlpping of rural catchments and tourism assets. 

"In Australia existing plantations will replace the native forest sector with its 40% Job 
losses in the last 20 years. In NSW alone this sector has accrued a loss of $1.1 21 billIon 
in taxpayers money. Many native forest sawmills have closed In South East NSW In 
recent years to make way for woodchipping- at Tumut, Nimmitabel and Sega - directly 
affecting over 30 Jobs 19. 8 & 14 respectively). By comparison, softwood projects are 
taking off. It's these existing plantations that will sustain regional communities In the 
future. 

'This Industry report highlights the opportunities still available to government to help 
speed up the transition to plantations with projects like: 
• the CSR high tech sawmill to be built at Bombala by 1995-96 using plantations and 
creating 370 Jobs over the next few years; 
S 'fri-Forestry P/L Initial export deal of 168.00 cubic metres of sawlogs from Braidwood 
over the next 2 years expanding to 1000 potential jobs In the future; 
• $500 million export deal by CSR involving 50% productIon increase at Tumut 
Including $10 million plant upgrade and a new plant at Mt Gambler; 
• 380.000 cubic metres per annum from State Forest plantations at Bathurst Involving a 
potential 350 jobs and $1 50-200 million capital development. 

"People don't realise the majority of Australian sawlogs, wood-panels and paper products 
are now produced from existing plantations, not native forests. There is no economic 
reason to avoid native forest protection" Ms Horodny concluded. 

More lnformatiorc Lucy Horodny 	(06)2575122w (06)2470815h 
Tom McLaughlin (02)267 7929w (02)365 3837h 

(Note: References  for figures used above are available upon request.) 



ThnkGloba.II'j flctLocalI9 

	

Fax senty

J

'; 883 bzziia 	 ELOi1AIHE EMUIRNENT A4->A4 64'05/12 15:82 	Pg: x 

5 

SNATWE 
SFOREST 
T NPJTWORK 

112 Ems, fla Rdbclnralnc i'nsnianis 7304 Australia 
It/Ph: (003) 622713 !C-mail: csdwood®pcg.Mpc.org  

D4AFT MEDIA RELEASE REQL ESTED BY PARTICIPATING GROUPS 

AØSTPALJAIJ FOREST GROUPS SEARHEAD WORLD ANTI- W000CHIP DA 
18. 

Atistraian et)vironmental groul s will be calling on the public to boycott comj anles 
woodcil3ping native forestd in abid tohlyhUght the destruction of Australia 
nr{lveoroèt4 by the woodctilp iEi, pulpHnd paper industries. Demonstratloi is are 
also plannedin thirty cities thri ughout Avn(ica, Canada, Australia, Europe at d 

	

Jaan.I 	 . 	 N 
I 	. 

(INbLUDE LCAL ANGLE HERI!) 

"It Js clar we cannot look to Ci nbrra for a solution to the continued destruci Ion of 
ou! 1`014sts by comanies such a B9ral, Amcor, Bunnings and North Forest 
prdclucts. TJ1$ answer lies with he general public who are outraged at the Ke ting 
go'ornpient's woodchlp seii-ou Mny of the companies clearfellingand exp rting 
ou fortsts hve commercial ouflOt4 in Australia, and it is these we will be tarj ettiOg 
ovâr thp ensding months. Comi aniQs like floral are active internationally, and their 
associted cdmpanies will be al so be targetted until native forest woodOhlppi g 

"O'er 'OO biiion trees are cut d >wt annually across the world to feed the ins liable 
apetlt of the global pulp and ap4r multinationals. Australia Is an important layir 
In this clestruMon and provides1 Japan with 50% of its, hardwood woodchip lit ,orti. 
Native forest roodchipping  has!entrench ed corporate irmsponsibility. There are 
maky a ternativos available, Inci udiAg fibres such as hemp and bagasse (suga 'cane 
wa4te Recniling is languishin in Australia, while companies IikeAmcor are ).  
incteasng thir production of p iper from old growth forest areas such as the 
TarklneY' 

Coies bf theWhos Who of Ex, otWoodchlpping are available on request. 

Forfurther Information contact: 

3 	 I  
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, street theatre, music and 
lye fibi-es.  

obal ly ActLocal lu 

)ATEp S 
ternationai Day of Actiàn 

on 
J!Paper Companies 

ia-wide Protests 

on and day of protest, office occupation?, stalls, 
Speakers and Information display on plantations 

P.01 

yuney - Proest outside Harris Dashowa Head Offices; South-east NSW 'stump truck'. 

Noktiie4ii Tasnania - Actionfprot 
Bortal o 	North Forest Products. 

st tergetting a chipmill in northern Tasmania owned 

PcFth ±
m 

 Targ&ing Bunnings/White 
disthvetent 6ampalgn, letters to s 

ers; funeral pIocesslon, death notice, banner drops., 
erejiolders. 

Cairns 	Targt as yet unknown - nnér drops )  information stalls, 

Cahberk - Bnner. Hang "Save the oredts - think before you buy: 	Mitsubishi, 6oral, Rel 
Paper, Kleenex1 products?. 	Stalls an perhaps street theatre. 

Nekle - 	 uge banner drop from 

M4laido - Prtest/action 

helicopter taetting Boral. Unconfirmed,' 

unfinalis 
finishirib at ALP SA headquarters or; 

d. I :Funerel procession throulgh main street of Adela 

2. ActiM at &uAntngs; mulching for 
and em p?wees 4t $18 per tonne 

t and fake animals and then selling It to onlookers, cu 

DayI1'Ord/Bq1lrat - NFN, in cohjunOtion with the Wombat Forest Society and Earthw 
havb an ;Inform$ion stall oUtside the Ibi-annuel conference of the Institute of Foresters of 
Australlfr The im will be to Inform the foresters of the'international action, and debate in 
posltive;anri prqactive way the issue f piJpl and paper manufacturing. There will also bee 
gathering (Dl loving the stall. 

Australlan Intotests/acttons co-jordinated by Native Férest Network - Melbo 
For more intormation contact Qavan or Anthony; ph: (03) 119-8700 fax: C 
416.-2?81: Please contact WFN - Melbourne if your group is conducting an 
on the day. 

I • 	 • 	Well dane to'all inyoJyed 
• 	• 	 • 	' HAl - Melbourne. 
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THE WILDERNESS SUIETY ' 

* * * Media Release *' 

Attn: Chiefs of Staff! Environmentreporters / Political correspondents 
.rk4_IJ Y#lZat 

We4eesdy, April $ 1993 

WILDERNESS & WORKERS, NOT JOB 
LOSSES & NO FORESTS 

Society replies to desperately skewed report from NSW Forestry, 
proposing economic & ecological disaster. 

The Wilderness Society today condemns the misleading claims in. a secret 
NSW Forestry Commission 'Report' the subject of a news wire story 
circulated last night at 5.35 p.m. eastern standard time. The 'Report' makes 
spurious allegations regarding lost investment, job losses and adverse 
economic impacts on regional economies if nine NSW Wilderness forests are 
protected under the Wilderness Act by the NSW Government. 

Tom McLoughlin, NSW Campaigner for the Society said today "This so called 
'Forestry Report' is a desperate attempt to justify the ongoing debt ridden, 
and subsidised activity of the native forest timber industry .  in NSW, and 
Australia generally". 

"Throuhout Australia the accumulated debt of government forestry agencies 
is now over $5 billion [Source: Byron R.N. (1991) Fiscal Approaches of State Forest Management 

Agencies RAC Consultancy Series AGPS canberra). 

"The Victorian experience where separate accounting for native and 
plantation logging is used indicates the trend with a $13.2 million loss to 
the State Government on native forest logging in financial year 1990-91. 
This was offset by a $4 million profit in softwood plantations. (source: The Age 

p4 22/7/19921 

"The NSW Public Accounts Committee in 1990 found State agency 
subêidisation of native forest logging through, for example, free forest 
roading was a major impediment to transition to plantations (Source: NSW Public 

Accounts• Committee (1990) Report on the Forestry Commission, Parliament of NSW, Sydney). 

"Native forest logging 	is going out backwards in a sunset industry trying 	to 
squeeze 	the ecological blood 	out 	of 	our 	last 	pristine forests 	before 	it 
Collapses. The pressure is coming from supeilor plantation timber from here 
and overseas for pulp and timber production [Source: The Wilderness Society. (1992) 

Wilderness not woodchips Sydney]. . 



"In fact the timber industry has increased  wood production by 40% in the last 
20 jears •while shedding jobs by a massive 40%. [Source: RAC (1991) Forest & Timber 
Inquiry Draft Report AGPS Canberra]. . H 

"The growth sector in NSW regional economies is tourism including eco- 
tourism. [Source: Formby J (1991) Employment in South-East NSW: A Review and Proposed 
Employment Package, 5EFA Sydney]. For instance Australia will host an international 
Eco-tourism conference in 1994 because our economic future is largely with 
the beautiful natural areas of Australia. A good example is the huge increase 
in visitation rates after the protection of the .Washpool Subtropical 
Rainforest in northern NSW in the '80's. 

"Job loss estimates by Forestry are not only exagerated, they are totally 
off the planet. These :SOrts  of figures have been bandied about by 
development interests well before the days of the Franklin dam. They have 
never been substantiated. For example with the Franklin issue Robin Gray 
himself has admitted more jobs have been created by not building the Darn. 
The NSW Forestry figures should probably be divided by terto get any. real 
picture . of job losses, and these losses pale into insignificance compared 
with massive industry rationalisation of recent times. 

"The 'multiplier figures' used by Forestry to balculate 'flow on' job losses are 
similarly ludicrous and reflect dodgy statistics for scaremongering 
purposes; Job losses will be small or non existent as workers find other jobs 
in the region. 

"The NSW Forestry Commission is well and truly politicised, and determined 
to buffer itself from economic reality by sacrificing the community's 
Wilderness forests, and by blocking healthy restructuring of the timber 
industry. 

"What will be the cost to . regional dommunities of Wilderness N b T 
preserved? Chris Hartcher, our NSW Environment Minister has ,pointed out 
that: alt  is widely récogniséd that [wilderness areas] do provide valuable 
ecosyStem services by maintaining the quality of air and water, slowing soil 
erosion, reducing salinity through lowering of the water fable, releasing 
water during drought and slowing tim-off during floods - all of which are 
quite óostly to undertake . or provide once natural systems are disrupted." 
(Source: Sydney Morning Herald on 2418/921 

concluded Mr McLoughlin for the Society 

For furher information please contact: 
Tom McLoughlin 
	

tel. (02) 267 7929 (w) or (02) 953 7684 (h) 

karenne Jurd 
	

tel.018 449080 
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MINISTER FOR PLANNING 
AND 

MINISTER FOR HOUSING 

Level 12 Westfield Tower 

100 William Street 
DARLINGHURST, Sydney 2010 

Phone, (02) 368 2666 
Fax: 	(02) 368 2688 

Mr S Walker 
Executive Officer 
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

YOUR REP: 

OUR REP: 	 RML 49353 
393/01192/001 

11 NOV 1993 

Dear Mr Walker, 

I refer to your recent correspondence regarding a resolution of the Annual Conference of the Nature 
Conservation Council of NSW relating to private logging operations on leasehold and freehold 
land. 

Policy options about this matter are being developed at the presenttime and your suggestion that 
private logging operations should be an activity under Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979 will be considered in detail. 

Yours sincerely, 

- Lge~ 
Robert Webster MLC 
Minister for Planning and 
Minister for Housing 

THE NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT 

Putting people first by managing better 



08/12/94 	09:46 	 SENATOR C. KERNOT 	 003 
CALL FOR ACFION ON NATIONAL FOREST POLICY 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Senate in Parliament assembled, 

We are dismayed at the continuing destruction of old growth and wilderness forests around Australia, despite 
the National Forest Policy Statement jointly signed by the Commonwealth and all States except Tasmania. 

Intensive logging, most often to feed a voracious woodchip industry is underway or planned for many high 
conservation value forests. These forests should be protected by the commitments of the Commonwealth and 
State Governments under the NFFS. 

THESE FORESTS INCLUDE: 

• Coolangubra Wilderness and other areas of the S.E. Forests of NSW along with rainforest and other N.E areas of 
NSW including Wingham, Mistake, Richmond Range, Chaelundi, North Washpool, Barrington and Dorrigo. 

• The Southern n$t$ , Great Western Tiers and Thrkine Wilderness of Thsmania. 
• The Karri and Jarrah forests of S.W. Western Australia. 
• The Errinundra Flateau and Other areas of the East Gippsland forests of Victoria. 
• The rainforests of the Fioserpine region of Queensland. 

We request that the Government act urgently to protect our precious, forests by utilising the Conunonwealtlfs 
legal and constitutional powers, including: 
• Refusal of e$ort woodchiplicences 
• Powers to control corporations 
• Protection of areas listed on the register of the National Estate 
• Protection and effective funding of areas identified for their World Heritage values 

Genuine and effective action by the Government to protect these and other old growth and wilderness forests is 
critical. A comprehensive plantation strategy rather than exploiting native forests is the way forward for a truly 
environmentally responsible timber industry. We further request that the Government take effective action 
without further delay. 

Name 	 Address 	 Postcode 	SinaWre 

V Place a tick next to your name if you would like further information or can help with this Important campaign. 

CaM ttai..ic 4 tt*ca'css.nC. tLAt#i -tt 50..Abft bW..) Cc4D(L, tQ4hArtC MWSig, Ci,.zr lAab 

SiwoVS.j. 
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NOVEMBER 

NDANCE. Barbara Shieider, Simon Disney, John Corkhttl, Noel 
in Cadman, Rowena Skmncr, Jill Redwood, Leoni Cameron, Iktcr 
Suzi M44agai, 'Nicky 1-lungeuford, Simob Claiic Dalian Pugh, 

o.tglin,id Walker, Louise Mathesson, Peter Wright Alec Mart, 

V. 

tin 
L 	 I 	 / 

........ 
I HDERALyPDAIE 

HCV was discussed with DES .1 last Friday. A major problem 
rt- 	2 bting That the dept is taking a narrow appioach to what would be covered 
k 	undcr the woodehip licence and NE NSW and Victoria would be dropped 

out initwuy and then the other areas would just be designated sawlog 
perations by the to Governments and be logged auyway. DEST has no 

L Idea o how to resolve the issue 
'• 	Ch?wornmbnt flagging the environment as a major ekenon issue Word from 

-; +1 hp Prijpq Ministers office is that Beddall is seen as incompuent and has no 
pectvithin hi's own faction Faulkner has been reticent to push HCV 

SA hard becaUse Keating hasn't shown his hand yet, so the major concei n is to 
'tt 	get Ka&ng involved Bob Brown and others met with Bob Can and he 

agãcd to call Keating and ask for a mccung with peak groups 
. fhis is the most opportune time to gain ground for years with the NSW 

A' 
; Felecttoii coming up the NSW Right is sensitized and looking for a way to get 
5. çii preferences 

c'< 	There isa current ack of publicity and the call Paul campaign is essential 
h 

	

	
now Has been decided before that each organization would get their 

o,ygz celebrities aid xq with campaign 
Nod as 	forhelp to do letter box drops in marginal electorates for NSW 

; alection 
t tJSdrsueted  that a clear statement of the position of all the gioups to ........................ . ....... . . 

Faulkner weuld be useful Linda has one already half done Agreed to get 
4etnda'c finashd letter out today.  

I .! 	 ... ... 

........... .. 

...... 	 . .... 

2: REGIONAL UPDATES 
Croebyar ( upper SE NSW) said thu-c was an alliance of local - 
Wjlddrness SoUety and other sinai! groups which has stopped 

logging for ten days and is embarrassing to State Forests due to lack of ETS 	- - 
- 

.1......................... 	...............: 
''i 	.S 	I•%'ZI 
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........;. ...................... A 
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Dailan, nesy FJS out for (irafton pioposing to log Bindery Wilderness but it 
shows that.enough reource exists in other areas to make it unnecessazy to 

/ 	 log the wilderness areas 

,- Simon %aid riw US out for SE NSW which is big and colourful but of no 
substance - 

J,ouise, in Victoria have got Kate Cebrano to launch call Paul campaign 
Plans to 4ump dead animals on the steps of Parliament house Midways 

'i ship coming in next week which may attract an action and two coups of 
woodchijjnng for Daishowa in East Gppsland have been found in old 
grdwth nd endangered species habitat which are also likely to entice an 
iction Suggests an action at the Idcn mill 

N. V . Pctcr W said a lcttcr to Paul co-signed by a numbcr of celebrities was to be 
C7r  cent and Nt6i Garret was getting a letter togethcr from the arts commumty 

T 
suggesting a similar commitment to the ens tronnicnt as Keutwg gave to the 

- arts conunumty 
(I - 

Noel, Foiest 	aign Group is to do handouts in Sydney railway st4ions Camp  
i for Call Paul _ 

Petcr W, CIML(Jhaving a picket in Port Kembla and have asked for green 
support, ACF is going but who else 9  Simon, this is first step in getting 
unions on sidc for Dashowa Out campaign and Wolongong TWS is going 

Y 	a down - 

- 
3: TAPLN?G  OFPLU'S 
I he qt&rnon of se&uLy and confidentiality has been raised Are they 

Z.- 	- hecesary t puking minutes? 
:* 	Decided not to tape FLU's anymore 

A. ('fV'iI~ flhIMATIAAM fbi' Pill 
ve'ry 	itcms coming in before PLO, so anyone with 

agenda itenis simply phone Barbara at 11 30 am on day of PLU 

t 	 II 



p E. 

list one still net paid so send cheques for $40 to 

ay bt, in Sydney, to be discussed between NSW people and brought back 
?LU 	.c 

Nek is to have a global day of action on Tue 18th 
is iicst boff rank due to time zones. Would be good 

ational éornpanios such as Daishowa. Should be an item 
Csj Sommit. Intcrtsted parties contact Tim on Fax 003 

c!L NEXT P1U TUFSDAY 6TH DECLMBFR 12NOON EST 
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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA THE SENATE 

John A. Coulter 
Ausiraliari Democrat Senator for South Australia 

TO: 	 All forest campaigners 

FROM: 	 Simon Disney - Canberra Office 

DATE: 	 6 September 1994 

RE: 	 Call for action petition 

Just a short note to let you know that so far, John has presented signatures from 
1,122 people in Parliament calling for a halt to old-growth logging. 

Here is another copy of the petition if you have run out. Please copy blank and 
distribute it far and wide. Every petition and letter written in defence of our forests 
counts. Remember, the last Federal election was only won by a mere 1550 votes In 
a handful of seats, so keep them rolling In. 

With best wishes, 

AP  Fi I ' (I) Sa) F::I p 

Parliamnnr Howie 
	

9 Druid Avenue 

Canbotra 
	

Sirling 

A.C.T. 2600 
	

S.A. 5152 
Telephone: (06)271 3645 

	
Telephone: (08) 370 8051' 

Faesi(flhI (06) 277 3235 
	

bacuiiuqle: (08) 370 8050 
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I ('ALL FOR ACI1ON ON NATIONAL FOREST POLiCY 

lb the 
Honourable the President and Members of the Senate in parliament assembled, 

We are dismayed at the continuing destruction of old growth and wilderness forests around Australia, despite 
the National Forest Policy Statement jointly signed by the commonwealth and all States except Thsmania. 

lx
ttenaive togging, most often to feed a voracious woodchip industry is underway or planned for many high 

conservation value forests.. These forests should be protected by the commitments of the Commonwealth and 
State Governments under the NFPS. 

LUESE FOR.ESTS INCLUDE: 
• Coolangubra Wilderness and other areas of the S.E. Forests of NSW along with rainforesi and other N.E areas of 

NSW including Winghani, Mistake, Richmond Range, Chaelundi, North Washpool Barrington and Dorrigo. 

• The Southern Highlands, Great Western 'flers and 'Thrkine Wilderness of Thsntania. 
• The KArri and Jarrah forests of S.W. Western Australia. 
• The Errinundra Plateau and Other areas of the East Gippsland forests of Victoria. 

• The rainforests of the Proserpine region of Queensland. 

We request that the Government act urgently to protect our precious forests by utilising the Commonwealth's 
legal and constitutional powers, including: 
• Refusal of export woodchlp licences 
• Powers to control corporations 
• Protection of areas listed on the register of the National Estate 
• Protection and effective funding of areas identified for their World Ileritage values 

Genuine and effective action by the Government to protect these and other old growth and wilderness forests is 
critical. A comprehensive plantation strategy rather than exploiting native forests is the way forward for a truly 
environmentally responsible timber industry. We further request that the Government take effective action 
without further delay. 

Name 	 Address 	 Postcode 	Signature 

V Place a tick next to your name if you would like further information or can help with this important caxnpaigfl. 

Li...S ..a JI.a...o. e..... .......a1a*a4 tnt Sanatar John Coultor. Parliament Hauje, Canberra, 2600. ACT 
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I. am writing to invite you or your nnm1iw 	to. attend 	"Building Regional Partna-shJps. 

OBJECflVE 

............ 

Govetmau and the Fozest Tnd,imMc',  seminar 	The seminar, echos red by the ALGA an 

lb establish a dosa working relationship between local governments and the  
National Maccanon of Foitsi Indnsxxles, 	411 be held in Canbm on 24 ansI 25 November 

forSthdandtoprovIdeasnedanbmforIdendfflan4deveIoping The seminar is aimed at faclbiutng commScano 	between Local Governments and the 
local. national and Inieniational solutions to issues associated with forestlndustry lndustdes, and between rglons that - fn'àe have a campeanve edventage In forest gr 
development and pxocessipg 	Regional development Is becoming a priority Issue fir Canbea policy mabr 7 	, this cnninnt  js lmn,4M 	raise aw&vncss of the 	nd  help Identify solutions. 	Mfli 

NAPX have been working together to promote 	se to mglnnal development, %m,=ch 
BACKGROUND includes a draft Joint position 	star  cit Issues 	 n"rd 

jovemSsnathektest.htdusujescccuratinany 	..• 	.. •.:. 	:. • ,, 	•• 
levels. Local governmfl are 	ge consumers 	ort produCts, such as 

.... 

bulldlngmaterl.43 auOs.ice paper .. someregIo 	contunlbes, the forest r 	Resticting numbers the 	n.inn  wlIIilWw the seminar to be blghlfTEiScdve with i 
Info nation 	on prob1is and 	oludons 	to the innn of thafl  cn 

emo development, of the Industry, in their region. A .  copy of the set program is also "t 
they help protect and maintaIn water quality they provide races Ucoal coat and we would be pleased Uir you to be ow gi. opportw.iff 	an4 they provide essential habftab for many native speces and dinner 	24 November 	Mn dinner as as hoped that Mr Graham Ogilvie, a Member of the thus promote blodlvenfty Taskfotce on Reglçnal Development will brief participants on the Ta4lojce's waft. 

The forest products Indis tries are a major contributor to the Australian ecanomy I would wpreclate it If you advise Ms Use Plozian, Rnral Affairs, Policy Officer ax the AL' 
With an annual sales turnover of $10 billion, the forest sectors the countz)'s you are able to attend. 
second largest manufacturing btdustty and employs about 85,000 peoplt The 
indlusi kiiS  I look farwaid to meeting you on the 24th November 
defldt of 514 billion through Incensed exports and Import substitution. 

Industries areNgbly deceniransed ax4conMbute to many regional 
economies. As a component of a diversified regional economy, ththrest p 
Industries an help Inotase regional stability Regions that have major forest 
Indusides Include the [strobe Valley (Vie), southeast NSW. Gymple EQldj, 
Southwest WA,,Mvtantln A) and nwthsntThpiazda. 

• 

mCEIIVE (WFX 

- 	... 	.. 
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"Building regional partnerships: 
local government and the forest Industries" 

Objectiva 
1 	lb thdltutn communlcauon between Iceal govanrosAb and the (west Indusine, and between regions 

t. that have a prfn-a facts compeaziva advantage In forest wowmg and processing 
To ldentafy regional Impediments to mvsmau and father valuo.addlng within the forest senor 
To develop a prospecms for regions thsx can bausni to enegnuga father Inveannent. 

4 	To provide Input to the Commonwealth Regional Development Teskkree. i 

9r u44 
	 SRSC 

• Between the Eflviroâmeut Protection Authority, and the Scene Rnvlxunrñeàt iIIt 
Community Consuimfion Forum. 	 ,. . 

Subject to the matters detailed below, it is agreed that this document will deta. 
•responsibilides and functions of the Edvironmeat Protection Authority 
Environment Protection Community in regard to the cezms of rthrrnc[oflc; 
Environzpcnt Protection Community Consulwion Fonmi. 

PEPINTIONS 	 ,

In this Memoranda accpt when the subject mater otherwise 	 fr)r requires: 

	

"EPA" means the Environment Protection 	 Sented by the Dizc 
General acting as Cthairman. 

t064 532803 	 Ca r. UtY S8A 

0004 563117 

ALGA and PJAFI Semlnnr' 
Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th, November, 1993 

Attendees: 
Fcxestlndusuy and local govemrnem represniSvS from the tbllowtng regionE Laobc vailcy (VIC); 
Southeast NSW; lllvetina (NSVd) Northern Tasmania: North coast NSW. 

Programs 
Wednasday 24th-Overview and bfrofunloas 
7)OTl Hasted dinner arid overview of the pmgnm end the Corn rnonwsths Regional Task (area 

(OgilvkdWoorD 

'Forum members' means stamorily appointed 
Protection Commndty Consultation Forum ot 

.3. 	"Representative base! menas the set 
particular regard to the nominating ?M 

4.. . 'Tamns of referenc' mans the terms 

of the State Enviroar 

member rcptcderns 

of the Stats Forum which are 

Thnrsday25th 
StSO AM - ideatifijag the Issues and problems 
The morning session will consist of abort prtwirarlwu (S mit) by representatives from each of the 
penlelpanng regions Piesentotlons will be followed by. short discussion period. 
&3O-&40 	btodtxtlnn 
8:40-920 	Planning cocifrols 
flO - 10W 	TransportatIon Infreancare 

1O-.00-101.30 	Morning ueabrtk 

10:30- 11:10 Appmva4...a.o 
11:10-11:50 Quanh1f,tngtMecalo.nJcbeoeflL1 
I ILSO - 12400 Summsri 

12.W.IOOPM Hostadhmch 

- 2.-00 PM 	Pt*IpLin will weak Into syndicates to review the issues and problems, and develop I 

No of pontible solutions. 
2.00-230PM 	Syedieataps--'fr". 

2:301-3TPM 	Aftemocmtabeeak 

3i10-3i4SPM 	Developacdooplsn 
345.4PM Wgw-op 	- 

advise the EPA an community anitade and concerns; 
foster debate on environment protection matters; and 

• 	promote and -provide the opportunity for community involvement 
decisions about enxent protection and pollution prevention and cot 

S. 	An "observer" means%Jon  who represcets the views of a Forum member 
attends Forum.meçd,a Forum wnnba is unavail 

To achieve -the terl erence of the  State Forum the EPA with 

• 	cooQLi,  cftculate pmiapapas tree wet piior to a meeting-. 

• PrPWs 	pay sitting fees and assoclatud costs as soon as possible foliowin 

e resources available to Forum members to facilitate debate 
ondon; 

. 	Indicate deadlln.s in the draft minutes of the prtvious meeting by which 
Forum members may raise agenda items and submit papas for the next meeting 
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AWA/NAFIJoInt position paper (draft) - / 

• 	-. 	
-. 	 1 -S . 	 . -- 	Awi 	Jot posi tion ap& (dtilQ  -. 

• 	:- 	5.-The forest Industries will ensure that its activities, especially limber harvesting. - 	 - 	-. 
are conilstent with local, Slate and Federal Government controls,codes at forest  
practice and codes of environment 1 nanagement that are established in 

• 
• 	 different jurisdictions MAIN ISSUES: 

The issues that confront local governments and the forest industries can be 
• 	

& Local governments will ensure that purchasing policies consider ESD prmndpls divided into seven categories. 
• 	 and Ecónomlcclterla.  

- 	 •. 	 - 	 - .• The siting and location of pro euing plants and support seMces, such as power 
7. The fo'Pes.t industries and local government recognise the Important and effluent treatment 

- environmental and economic benefits provided by conserved (protected) and 
nozt4tarvested forests 

- 

The construction, maintenance and traffic flows on regional road Infrastructure. 

• 	 •tThe forest industries recognise that limber transport and processing can have an The purchasing policies of local governments that disadvantage the fbreg 

Impact on local infrastructure 	 - Industries. 

- 9. The (orestindustrles and local governAtent recognise the desirability of adding 	- The 	rn%jnental effects that can result from forest resçurce extraction and 
value to forest products in Australia whenever It Is finandallj.' feasible - 

processing activities; induding Issues such as water quality, local blodlvSty 
..- 	. - andtourism. 	- 	 - 	 - . 

• 	 10. The forest md istries and local government will work together to develop a 
• 	 - 	 cooperative pros to identify and resolve Issues relating to forest Indusby 

. 	 .. 
s. me amount of employment aeated and the degree of associated financial 

developntnt 	 . 	
- 

. 
s 	effects to local communities from economic stability and dlverslty.  

The approval process for aown and private forest development and extraction 
- 	 RECIONAL FRAMEWORKI 	. 	 . 	 - 

-! 
In both native forests and plantations. 

- A syitem of cooperative Regional Wood Production Councils (RPCG) should be  
established to further the mutual Interests of local governments and the forest 	- 	 - The development of forest industries to a scale that Is economically and 

- 	industries.. 	- 	. 	- 	 . 	. 	 - ecologically sustainable. 

The JPCG would provide a formal mechanism of c'omm.inlcatioit between the  
local governments and the-forest Industries as a forum to dicüss relevant Issues 

- 	 and to assist in dispute resolution. In addition, the RPCC could assist in the 
. 	 PRINCIPLES 

To resolve the issues Identified above local govenizrients and the forest Industries 
• 	 collation and distribution of information on the growing of trees for commercial will accept the foflowing prindples as the means for developing mutuaily 

- 	and envlronsnentl purposa. Finally, the RP(t could give the two parties a 	- 	 H acceptable solutions 	 - 

means of direct representation to State and Commonwealth governments. - 

The forest Industries and local government accept the lmpo!tance of 
- The RICa should consist of representatives of local goverhment, forest products . 	 Ecologicly Sustainable Development (ESO) as a framework for niaximising 
industry. Independent growers, and State forest services in those regions that 	 . social welfare and maintaining ecological Integrity. - 

currently have, or may in future develop, a substantial forest-based industry. 	 . 

•. . 	 • 	 I  

- . 

Local governments rec guise the economic 1mportace of the forest Industries, 
- 	- 	 - and will work towards overcoming any arti!Ida! Impedimen is to development 

The forest industries recognise their role in providing employment and 
- coznmunfty Stability. especially In rural AustralIa. 

- 	 . - 	. 	- . 	 - • 	 4. Local governments will recognise that forestry activities are a legitimate land-r 

- 	
• 	 -3-- 	• 	 -. • 	 - 	 • 	 • 	 • 	 - 	 - 

- 	
•- 	 •i . 	 • 	 -. 	-2- 



ANALYSIS OF NAFI APPROACH TO ALLGA MEMBERS (EG SNOWY RIVER 
SHIRE) 

By Torn McLoughlin Bsc/Llb (hon) 
NSW Campaign Officer 

COVERING LETTER TO CR ROBIN SEVENOAKS 

The letter emphasjses the perceived need to promote 
comimunlcation" between Local Government (LG) and the timber 

industry. Who stands to benefit from this investment of time 
and some $ •in liaison? - 	- 	- 

It may be that both parties do, howeve- I suggest that the 
benefits are predotrinanti.y in the direction of NAIl and big 
native forest logging Interests who stand behind NAIl (eq 
.Dalshowa woodchipping operation in Eden, Sawmjllers Exports 
Pty Ltd, a woodchlpping operation wholly owned by Boral P\.L 
in operation in NE NSW, often illegally: see Appendix A) 

Elements of the letter suggest to me the vested interest of 
NAIl in building an alliance for predominantly there own 
benefit - 	- 

the targetting of a small number of regions at one t1me - 
to more effectively massage support, and lobby LG 
participants?; 

No registration fee. NAFI. are going to 0 lot of trouble for no Immediate financial gain; 

Again, reference to the key - word "communication" (read lobbying). 	 -- 	 - 

In addition to the letter there Is much other evidence of .a 
NAIL. game-plan to build alliances to shield big, 
influential. MAlI members involved in short term 
profiteering fromlogging native forests (including logging 
of official old growth wilderness, and remnant old growth 
forest). One such strategy Is -to build all-lances at a 
grassroots level - see excellent paper attached by Bob 

-----8-urt'oii.at Appendix 8, and article by iyself in response to 
flimsy alliance promoted by Peter Cochrane HP (NP. FtSW) at 
Appendix C. - 

This approach by NAFI to LG should be seen as analogous to 
pro-native forest logging alliance building at grassroots 
community level i.e. a pro-native forest logging alliance 
with another level of the community namely LG, 

1,  

'DRAFT' JOINT POSITION PAPER 

The "OBJECTIVE" is consistent with the all iance buildihg - 
strategy.  of NAIl, referred to above to proe6te continued 
access to native forests. 	 - - 

Significantly, the "BACKGROUND" section omits- reference to 
the role of forests In the economic boom activity of 
tourism, especially sensitive eco-tourism. This isquite 
probably because logging of native forest and eco-tourism is 
fundamentally incompatible. 	 - 

The 'big' figures used to aggrandise the timber industry 
should be viewed in perspective - 
logging. Government forest-agencies involved in native 
forest logging nationally have a $5 billion (not million). 
accrujd debt. Be ary therefore of claims to great export 
income for Australia. Interest payments on this $5 billion 
debt are ultimately paid by taxpayers. 

Also much export inëome is derived from an overall very 
economically damaging activity -'woodchipping -;which is-k... 
subsidised by taxpayers to the tune of $10 per taxpayer per 
year. Woodchipping destroys other preferable economlé 
activities or devalue existing economic assets (see kelow) 

I would also make another general comment. There Is an old 
saying in commercial law, :my previous employment, that 
always attempt to be the party in a transaction which dons 
the first draft - it sets up directions to be taken, c.reates 
assumptions that can avoid scrutiny etc etc. In éhort it is 
a power play strategy. 	 - - 

So who did the first draft? NAIl I bet, or possibly with 
help of ALGA though almost certainly wlthàut. LG membership 
direct involvement. I suggest GREAT CAUTION regarding the 
draft principles. 	 - 	 - 	- 

critique 

The reason for caution is the draft - paper totally fail's to 
take account of the ecological and economic -4-4pe4-a-t--ives for 
ending old growth wilderness, old growth remnant and nati9e 
Fora.st logging generally. These imperatives.are described 
below. - 

But first, what is wrong with logging old growth wilderness, 
old growth, remnants, and nativeforest logging generally? 
Isn't it healthy for forests to be logged/thinned?; old 
trees removed for new growth?; aren't NSW Forestry the 
forest management experts involved in 'sustainable' 
forestry?; Aren't the conservationists extreme by rejecting 
exploitation- of a renewable resource? 



All these nauseous cliches are easily rebutted: For a stflt 
see Appendix D for the NSW context and Appendix E for an- 
economic assessment nationally of the timber industry. Some 
choice matters to be aware of are (taking the questions 
above in turn): 	 -. 

- logging forests, particularly old growth 	- - 
wilderness/remnants, is eco 

I 

 o9icolly unsustainable because 
the old and dead trees are essential habitat for arboreal 
mammals and ground dwellers. These trees take at least 100 - 
120 years toestablish hollows, deadwoodetc while logging 
rotations are much less, say 60 - 80 years. The animals 
don't have anywhere else to go given the territorial nature 
of animals. The whole forest eco-system takes up to -1000 
years to re - establish itself after logging: Or Tony Norton 
to Legislation Committee Nov. 1997 on the South fast Forests 
Protect/on Bill 

- NSW Forestry have shown through their failed (IS process 
they are ecologl.cally incompetent - the NSW NPWS are the 
lead conservation agency,and expert on ecological matters so 
its not surprising the Mt Royal (IS has been r'e-Jected. the 
Dorrigo (IS was rejected, the Wingham (IS severely 
criticised etc etc. 

The outcome of wrong people advising on non-wood production 
values is exempl ified by the NSW forestry Minister, George 
Souris, misleading the public twice in the last week on 

• 	
. conservation of wilderness and old growth: Appendix F. Fact 
is NSW Forestry are barely complying with svstainable wood 
production principles letalone ecological sustai.ab.iiitj 
principles - 

- In fact the Wildernes Society and conservationists 
generally are bearing witness to the reality of a native 

fores.t timber lndustcy 'land grab and conversion operation' 
i.e. log the ecological integrity out of blo-diverse natural 
forests, convert to ecoloôleally sterile plantations over 
time. 

The above is a discussion of some only of the ecological 
problems - with NAFI's - approach:-The economic -problems are at 
least as great considering: 

- there is a global trend to eucalypt and other plantations 
which produèe superior quality woodchip, and sawlogs (seven 
million he exist in -  the world today and they are coming on 
stream). 	- - 	 - 	 - 	- 	 - 

- there is a .quarter of a million ha of soft -wood and 
hardwood plantations in NSW which timber industry-interests 
are saving for as long as possible until transition out of 
native forests is forced on them. Native forest lo4ging is 

- 	actually blocking future investment in Australian owned 	- - 

- 	 3. 	-  

plantatjon5 	However the transition is irresistableas. 

recent sega-mill ion dollar plantation -projects show: - 
Appendix H. 	 - 	- 

- in the south east 85-901- of wood production from native 
forest is woodchipped. Woodchipping Is highly mechanised 
with nationally only 2tof timber industry employment but 
601 of wood production from native forests (451 export, .15% 
domestic). Isn't this valuable export income I hear you say? 
Overall NO. See Appendix G. 	 - 	 - 

- there- is rSosltive economic harm from native forest logging 
.to rural industries through soil erosion pollution of water 
- supplies, silting of pr ivate property water courses, flood 
damage, water table effects eg salina.tjon. Other. economic 
harm relates to destruction of eco-tourism assets, 

scientific and medical rsearch material • genetic stock -. 

new presise for joint position paper of ALGA/NAP! 

The- moral imPerative ecologically -speaking is to end native forest logging-by-fi rs t ending all wilderness and other old 
growth forest logging, then t-ransition out of native - forest generally by 1995. - - 

The economic iIperative Is the. same as the ecological one 
i.e. to speed transition out of native forests and Into tree croPPing/plantations/agro_f05 y . This is similar to the 
change in society from hunter gathering (native forest 
logging) to agriculture (tree cropping etc). In fact - 
Profitability from tree growing agriculture is skyrocketing 
while usw generally drags its feet - see appendix H 
clippings of mega softwood developments in recent times. 

The crux of the lie behind the NAFI native forest logging 
line is that natural forests can be all things to all people 
in a multiple use' tyfl scenario I.e. logging, ecosystems, 
water values, aesthet.4cs, eco-tourism etc etc. Multiple use 
is an intellectual abomination.  

specific points for the'.aln issues' section of the 'draft 
- 	 Apsition paper 

Giver; the important omission of the essential premise of 

ending old growth wilderness, old growth remnant and native 
forests logging generally the following criticisms can-be 
made: 

- point 4 subject matter re ecologicèl issuesshould be at 
the top (I am a green after all), -and crucially should refer 
to biàdiversity" AND DEFINITELY HOT LIMITED TO "local 
biodiversity'. . Otherwise -a numerous Oecles in the region 

4. 



but extinct everywhere else could be'halved in numbersln.a 
parochial environmental assessment. 

point 1 looks okay I think 

- point 2 should refer, to user pays as native forestry 
outrageously subsjdiged by.taxpayer road funding and 
maintenance 

- point 3: There is a very dangerous slant here ! suspect. 
The point impl ies LG's should divest itself of its social 
responsibility to ensure timber used is from ecologically 
sustainable sources. NAN must not dictate to ICon this 
policy area. 

- point 4 see above 

- point 5: This point impl ies the economic virtues of native 
forest logging withodt accounting for the medium to long 
term employment crisis to come, or the ecological and land 
care or eco-tourism and rural industry disasters from native 
forest logging now. 

More crucially again though, is the failure of this point to 
acknowledge the tertiary or at most: secondary importance of 
native forest logging to regional communities as in the SE 
of NSW as shown by a study by Or John Foreby (1991). 

Plantation etc forestry on already cleared land and value 
adding, from this source is a different story.) This is the 
area of potential for real' resource security for the timber 
industry, 

- Point 6. There should be' no further clearance of native 
vegetation which Associate Professor Marry Recher at the tini 
of New England ha shown is directly linked to rates of 
extinction (1993). There, should be enforceable prevention of 
this clearing, often illegal, on Crown land or freehold 
land. 	- 

- 'Point 7 smacks disturbingly of guaranteed access claims by 
NAfito native forests for world scale pulping of native 
forests, they say are fed by ecplogically sustainble 
rotational harvtsting. SERIOUS. CAUTION HERE The broader 
ommunity interest is well and truly in ecological 

sustainability of wood production. 

Additional point is suggested i.e. point 8: 

- point 8: unethical manipulation of local politics by big 
'players in the native forest timber industry e.g. 

c.  

comment on the 'draft. principles'. 

- Point 1.: 	Ecological sustainability"'is a far superior 
guiding concept than "ecologically sustainable development'. 
To borrow from the North American Indians our society is far 
better off at this time in history consulting our ancestors 
of five generations ago, and.descendants five genei'ations 
ahead before development is approved. This is a way of 
protecting environmental values including wilderness in 
perpetuity. 

- point 2. Deware "artificial impediments" which sounds 
seriously like green bashing of environmental protection' 
regulations. Again note the timber industry, especially the 
native fdrest sector, is exaggerating their economic, 
importance' particularly in relation to the ,forest assets for 
eco-touris'm which out performs native forest logging. Note 
projections by Minister Michael Lee of 3 million overseas 
tourists for this year 1993, and at 'least 6 million by.2000. 
Australia should economically speaking protect its natural 
ass e t 5 

- point, 3'note absence of recognition of responsibility to 
restructure the n'ative forest logging industry for the 
ecological and economic benefit of regional communities as 
whole. Again exaggeration of importance in regional 
economi es. 

- point 4: BE VERY WARY HERE given native forest logging is 
NOT a legitimate land use given'present position in history, 
while tree-cropping etc is'legitimate.' 

- pointS: NAN has consistently distorted the inter-' 
governmental policy obligation of the native forest timber 
industry under page 11 of theNational Forest Pol icy 
Statement of December 1992 signed by Mr Fahey, Keating and 
others, to 

'avoid any 'activities that may significantly affect 
those areas of old growth' forest or wilderness that are 
likely to have high conservation value" 

until assesnents for national forest reserve system is set 
up by 1995. Industry are logging old growth wilderness and 
old growth remnants eg Oeua, Coolangubra wilderness areas, 
Bulga State Forest in Wi'ngham, Mistake State Forest in New 
England Area, McDonald S.F. in Sudawangs 

This is a broad conserc#ation obligation because, as 
mentioned abbve, old growth In wilderness or remnants take 
1000 years or more to re-establish this ecosystem after 
logging. Therefore this logging'certainly "may significantly 
affect' these' natural assets. 

e. 
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• BORAL'S 8.5 	 E -,000'TONN 
wdoncHIP FANTASY- EXPOSED 

in . Newcastle. court. yesterday, 	the 	woodchip 	company 	Boral 
contradicted the logging Industry's public fantasy' that it - only 
pr:oduces woodehips from waste Wood, The WildernesS Society said 
today. . .- 

Bora.lIs. Operations 	Manager 	admitted 	before the- coUrt 	that 
its woodehip operations - do Involve, the felling of native forest 
solely:for the purpose of producing ivoodehips. 	- 

The 	Operations 	Manager,, 	-Mr. Gallagher, 	was 	beinj 	cross 
examined st the'hearing of 3 peote charged with MaIT}cious Damage 
over. the.palntingo-f the slogan "BAN 06QI1P PORTS ':SAVE THE 
FORESTS" on - a woodchip vessel. nNeWcastle harbour on'18N,ovember 
last year..  

The Society's .NSW.-Campaign Coordinator, odney Knight , --said nBoral 
admitted - yesterday -that 	approxirhately

R 
 &5,000 •tonries— about' a 

q'uartet of Us annual export 'of wbodchips - was - not .1 from 
sawmill wáste,,'but from sources which include the felling v.f.wh&le 
trees iolely -for- woodehiping. .  

"Boral 	has 	been 	heavily 	involved 	in 	the 	logging 	of 
outstanding --wilderness ,  quality 'forests , in thq' Washpool '-'and 
Chaelundi. area's,- vliere logging was found' to' -' bave- -. been 
illegally approved by the NSW Forestry Comission 

"Now the Federal Government has required the company to produce 
an -' Environmental - lmpa'ct . ' - Statement. Undet --  the'cotnonwealth 
Environniefit, -,Pçotection (Impact, of Proposals)Act;.  

"Compliance with the law will not solve the pxoblem, however, as 
the EIS'.may:well':be -used to approve: the - logging and -woodäipping of 
high. valuenati -ve forests throughout 'northern NEW which ShoUld be 
in !ationn'Parks and wlderness areas.-  -- - - - 
'The onl'- opt i -o'n tor,  the 'company and' the 'Governint is to faëe' up 
to theconiñunityIs opposition to the woodehipping of native 

- forests. They must adopt The Wilderness Society's objective- for 
Australia to. be:Woddchtp Free '-in - 1 93," Mr Knight -concluded; 

-Püther information:  
Rod Knight (060) 24 63 73  
P'eer Warrington (018). 449 080  

- point 6 No, no. no - LG oust protect its discretion over 
social issues e.g. timber sourced from rainforest. or 
wilderness/old growth are wrong, wrong, wrong. See the 
attached alternative timber guide at Appendix I 

- point 7. Inseri after -. . provided by" - "conservation of 
all native forest remaining, and as a fall back position, 
insert "conservation of all old growth wilderness and old 
growth remnant forest", 

point 8. incorporate user pays 

- point 9. Yes, provided value adding is not a way of 
entrenching a short term and narrow economic benefit from 
native forest logging, which has deleterious effects on 
other social, economic and ecological values.' See in 
comparison for SE NSW the potential now for a world scale 
soft wood panels plant fed by plantation stock: Appendix'.]. 

- point 10. Recognised and independent conservationist/s 
should also participate in such a cooperative process, the 
process should be transparent as with any other 
developer/land user, and their should no compromise by LG on 
environmental regulation. 

the r-eg4-ona3-.wo44--production councils (RWPC/RPCG(? 

This initiative should be-resisted until the fundamental 
issue of res'tructurinb and transition into plantation. wood 
production is clarified. Otherwise there is no guarantee of 
the good faith of NAFI . Also upon creat ion of such a group - 
independent conservationist/s. rural industry reps, tourism 
reps, local NPWS, loóal EPA. local fisheries and local soil 
con, should be included. 

END 

7. 
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BORAL'S 85 9 000 TOINNE 
W000CHJP FANTASY: EXPOSED 

In . Newcastle 	court. yesterday, 	the 	sioodchip 	company 	Boral 
contradicted the logging industry's public fntasy that it only 
pioduces woodchips from waste Wood, The Wilderness Societ3 said 
today. 	. 	,. 	 . 	. 	. 	. . 	.• . 

Bora.l's 	Operations 	Manager 	admitted 	before the 	•court 	that 
itswoodchip operations: do involve the felling of native forest 
solely for the purpose of producing woodchips. 

The 	Operations 	Manager, 	Mr 	Gallagher, 	was 	being . cross. 
examined at the hearing of 3 people charged with Malicious Damage,. 
over the painting.of.  the.Slogan "BAN WOODC}llP EXPORTS - SAVE THE. 
FORESTS" on a woodchip vessel in Newcastle harbour on 18 November 
last year.. 	. 

The Society!s NSW.athpaign Coordinator, RodneKnight,. said "Boral 
admitted 	yestexday ,  that 	approxinrately &5,000 tonnes - aboUt a 
quartet of its 	annual export 	of woodehips - 	was 	not 	from 
sawmill waste.,but from sources which :iflclude the felling of whdle 
trees soleFy for woodchiping. 	 . 	. 

"Boral 	has: . 	been 	heavils' 	involved 	in 	the 	logging 	of 
outstanding wilderness . quality forests 	in the Washpool and 
Chaelundi areas, 	where 	logging 	was 	fOund 	to 	have 	been 
illegally approved by the NSW Forestry Commission. 

"Now. the Federál-Gdvernmqnt has Fequired the company to produce 
an . Ehv!:ronmeritgi Impact St4tement uhdei' the Commonwealth 
Environment. Protection, (Impact of Proposals) Act. 

'Compliance with 	the law will not solve: the problem, however, as 
the ElS may well be used to approve the logging and woodchipping of 
high. value, native forests throughout northern NSW which should be 
in National.Parks and wilderness areas. • 

"The only option for the company and the Government 	to face up 

	

'to the community's opposition 	the woodchipping of 	native 
forests. They must adopt The Wilderness Soéiety's objective for 
Australia .tobe.Woddchip Free in 193,11 Mr Knight concluded. 

Further Information.: 	. . . 	 . 	. 
RQd Knight (060) 24 63 , 73 	 .. 	•1 	-. 
Peter, 'Warringtori (018). 449 080 	, 	... 
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Corporate agrndu with gru,irixL in volvr,nenl:  

• 	
- 	According to Megalli and Friedman froni groups funding, control and membership ire-usually eaclusivdy corporate 

although groups often purport to have high grassroots involvement inone of these areas to given an air Of aulhenucity. 
While some of the corporate front., rely solely on their namc.and conspnse no more than corporate manben, those •1 

	

	
industries that have had difficulty retaining favdur via their traditional top-down methods have soughi to bwld coalitions 
with other groups such as labour. recreationalists and grassroots people. 

-George Franipion. President of The Wilderness Society (US) stated that they claim they lead is grassroots movemeni. but 
they are in faa speaking for industry and their grass is well watered with corporate mooef 
upo 3. It is however important to recognise that some of these groups do tap a real community concern that will not simply 
go away ifdismissed as corporate fronts. 	 - 

Passing coalitions 	 - 

The other manifestation of industry fronts i5 a temporary coalitions under a reasonable sounding name that lobby on 
particular issue or piece of legislation and then fade away. The Clean Capital Cities Committee was formed in 1987 10 
right a proposed mandatory bottle dcposit law in Washington DC. The group, which was created by bevesage companies.-
boulers and grocery stores dismantled when iL succeeded in defeating the bill. For example the Clean Air Wortng Group. 
which fought toeaken the Clean Air Act of 1990 dispersed upon the bills passage. The Eroup was the aeation'of several 
cord companies - - - 

	

,,- 	
- There are two additionalaspects worth commenting on which, while not associated with corporate front groups, have been 

increasingly used to stifle public dissent. The ri is the use of legal actions designed to Intimidate citizens into silence - . 	 called Stniegic Liwsuits Against Public Participation and the second an increased level of violent harassment of activists. 

The anii.environmrril movement in the US 

Nice Names, Pity About The Policies: 
Industry Front Groups 

Bob Burton 

The National Wilands Council,Clean Sites. Consume, Alert, and Peoplefor the West! all sound like organisations wed 
like to gel involved in, subscribe to their newsletter or even listen to a newssioly about, Before you get too enthusiastic a 
little investigation would-reveal thatthe National Wetlands Council argues to make it-easier to develop wetland, Clean 
Sitesis concerned about the costs of toxic clean-ups. Consumer Alert opposes government regulations conceming 'product 
safety and People for the West opposes the imposn of royalties on minerals (morn public lands. Dig a little further and 
you will discover that the National Wetlands Coalition has as members Shell Oil, BP. AMAX, Exxon - Consumer Alan 
boasts the support of Chevron and Exxot while People for the West! has as contributor Kennecoc Corporation. Cyprus 
Minerals. Chevron USA and many others . If you went to the conference of Envuonmeni and Conservation Organisauons 
you would rtnd'yoursclves in the company of many of the above. 	 - 

Mast Megalli mid Andy Friedman in a study of corporate front groups in the US noted that 	 - 

'the risc of corporate front groups in the US is a recent phenomenon, a direct respOnse to the burgeoning consumer, citizen 
and environmental movements. Before these movements tools hold in the late 1960's, major corporations delivered their 
messages through their lobbyists 'in Washington. The names of these, traditional assoèiatsons told the stories - Nation

al Coal Association, Osambe, of Commerce, Arneric,an Petroleum Institute. But as public-interest groups, began to -win 
widespread public support, it became clear that new mechanisms west needed to deltvU the corporate message. If Burger 
King were to report that a Whoppe, is nuthtious. consumers would probably roll their eyes in disbelief... But vhen the 
American Council on Science and Health and its panel of 200 expert scientists report that Whopper are not so bad 
consumers might actually liten...increasingly big business is creating front groups to influence legislators, the media and consumers, These colyoralc ftont'groups advertise, hold conferences, publish nr2wsleuen.and reports, write editorials and appear on Ialkshows in an effort to sway public opinion toward industry viewc, 

Meplli arid Friedman ideruified a number olchnactes-istjcsof industry front groups: 

I) The we of a scleodllc,pubtic interest or green sounding name: 

- Witile the.role of many of the groups is to mobilise pro-industry supporters their namesare often more deiip.ed to ensure' that people listenin, the their -media message get past thetr name, lithe name of an organisation sounds like ii is apro. 
environment group itis more likely to have an impact in neurralising or countering support for environmental protection - 
by, public interest groups. 

Ron Arnold. horn the Centre for the Defense of Free Enterprise and one of the leaders of the pro-industry tnovemnenl, told 
an pesticide lobby soup in 1984 "it rakes a movement to fight a movement". Another and-environment thovernenl adviser 
at the sante seminar Dave Dieti of Oregonians for Food and Sheller told the meeting that a citizens agency can aiiack 
environmentalists in ways that industry never could. It can crease media events of its own and in the process divert the time 
and money of environmental groups into defending themselves. 

By the late 1980's the emerging anti-environment movemenl,'initially focussing on pesticides, developed into broader 
areas such as mthing forestay and private lahdowners.issues. It also encornjsses anti-gay,'osiigious and pro-gun groups. It 
is now a growin8 movement aimed at undermining environmental standards and laws that limit the activities of 
goverumenl agencies: individuals and corporations. -- 

Ron Arnold stated 'Vu, goal i5 to tnttoy to eradicate 'he environniensal mivement. We're mad as helL Were dead 
serious. were going to destroy.  ihenC. . - 

in 1988. conferende of such groups in.Reno published a manifesto which reflects the flavour of the movement and some 
of the developoenis that we can expect,  

4 Passaic of Global Wa,',rtinp Prevention Act 	 - 
to convert in a systematic manne, all decaying and oxygen using forest growth on the National Forests into young stands 

of oxygen producing, carbon dioxide absorbing trees to help ameliorate the rate of global winning and prevenl the 
greenhouse effect. - 

18 Endonrered Soecies Act Amendments. The Endangered Species Ac, shall be amended to spectficolty classifr the 
appropriate scieisriflcally-,identtjied endangered species as relict specks in decline before the appearance of man, 
including non-adaptive species, such as the California condor, and endemic species lacking the biological vigour to 
spread in range such as the wfrrd.floi.er  Pipers horebclls.  

'19 Obsrrucrinntpn liability, Atiy group or lhdividstal that challenges by' litigation an economic action or development on 
federal lands and subsequently loses in court shall be declared 'no: acting in the public interest" and shall be required to-
pay to the winner the -increase- in costs for completing the project plus money danurge, for loss of economie'opportwtity. 
Congress should pro Wtfr for ob,structioniscs to utdenwtjjt Americam, indusuy agairut harni when they use the law to delay 
econocsieprogressi..16 - - 

' 	The movesnemu has already demonstrated its ability to build substantial support for legislative initiatives that would have 
major impacts on the environment. In Washington State the Property Rights Protection Act, which would have barred the 
state from regulatin8 landowners use of their own properly, passed both houses in 1989 and was only opped by the 
exercise of a veto by the Governor. A National Reatation trails Fun 4  Act of 1990, wh'teivwould divest gasoline tax fund 
receipts to build nils for off road motorised vehicles..is shIm in the pipeline. 

Soasevic-Lawsuits Against Public Pm -ticioaiian  

- ' 	Two University of Denver academics have coined the tent, Sncegie Lawo,aits Against Public Participado.r (SLAPP's)io 
describe the phenomens of public interest advocates being wed for damages (the averae amount being $9 million) for - 

• 	 simply for eseseising one of otx most cherished constitutional rights. ipeaking out on political issuef. Pving and Canan's 



Wombat 42)93 - 	 10 	 Monday I Ith October. 1993 

decade Ion; study found that 'SL.A?P's ase filed by one side of a public political dispute to punish or prevent opposing 
poinLi of view. They are an attempt to 'rivatise'. public debote a unilateral effort by one side to transform a publi 
political dispute into a private legal adjudication shifting both forum and issues to the-disadvantage of the other side' 
Pring. C and Canan, P. Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPI's): An introduction for Bench. Bar and 
Bystanders. Bri#eooct Law Review, Volume 12. No 4, Summer 1992, page 937-961. See also Puing. 0 and Canan. P. 
Strategic Lawsuas Against Public Participation. Social Pmhlems, Volume 35 No 5. December 1938. page 506-519.. 

They note that SLAPP'S as lawsuits go alt losers: the vast majority ultimately are dismissed but as a New York judge 
observed, they frequently succeed in the real world chilling the politically outspoken as well as obseners and chilling 
important public discussion and dispute. 'Short of a gun to the head, a greater threat to First Amendment expression can 
scarcely be imagined'.7 

Their study found that over 77% of SLAPP's are ultimately won in the cowls by their lar;ets with the remainder being 
where the targets gave up and entered into seuJemnts to dismiss the case. The avenge duration of SLAPVs was 3 years. 

Some of the cases before the cowls are being filed against citizens and groups for. 
'circulating a petition for signatures: 
• voicing o,tic,srn at a schools bcord meeting; 
• sending a leuer to public officials 
• reporting a police misconduct; 	- 
• lobbying for reform legislation: 
• just go'mg to a public meeting and signing the attendance sheet, 8  

While all this sounds a bit ominous there has been a significant counter-attack that is likely to reduce the incidence of 
SLAPFs. The key features of this are: 

• ensuring that activists have good access to legal advice on SLAPFs before. and after they happen: 
• exposing the phenomena so that it is seen for what it is by the public: 
• bunching SLAPP-back.suits, countersuils for damages (to date 21 have been won and 0 lost): (One union auomey who 
had told state health officials that pipe resin used by ShellOil Company in domestic water pipes contained a cancer 
causing substance won $USS.I million in a SLAPP back suiQ9 . 
• two states. California and Oregon, have passed legislation in 1992 aimed at preventing SLAPFs. 

Violent harassment 

An investigation by the Center for Investigative Reporting untovereda pauern of death threats, fue bombings, shootings 
and assaults targeting green activists across the country. The Center logged more than tO) reports of attacks and 
harassment that have taken place since 1988 including 12 arson attacks, 16 saulu and battery, 21 death threats, 8 gunfire 
incidents, 24 harassment incidents and 17 incidents of vandalism and theft, I - 

The Cut investigation found no evidence of a concerted campaign but others such a Paul de Leon of the Highlander 
Research and Education Center in Tennessee believes that the violence is both 'disorganised and highly organised 
'ranging from employer ituitnidation to organised crime and hate groups'. 'What is ctear' he says 'is that there is a 
clirtarj p1 polarization that defines enviroranentalists as eco terrorists and gives permission to rnargir.alise and threaten 
them'. 

While leaders of ro-indusuy groups decry 'ceo-terrorism' much of the rhetoric is such that followers of the movement 
are seen as legitimate targets. Franklin notes 	 Li) 'Ran Arnold of the Wise Use movement speaks of 'destroying environmentalists' and organising to 'ldll the bastards'. 
Most people on bath sides of the environmental debate view Arnolefs talk as rhetorical grandstondinj. Still his cornntents, 
li,ke calling Chitck Cttshrnan 'ow- top bomb-thrower' and suggesting the environmentalist Barry Commoner be 'utterly 
destroyed" might well be rrdscortstrued' 

Corporate fronts in Australia? 

Given that there is no such overt movement in Australia how does one determine whether their influence extends this far? 
The challenge is to fly and distinguish between the aspects of pm-industry, campaigns that are nothing new and those 
which have emerged only recently and bear remarkable similarities to recent events in the US and Canada The danger of 
course is to 'interpret everything as a well organised industry conspiracy and in so doing not only magnifying their role but 
obscuring the concerns that allow them to undertake grass-cots mobilisation. 

The Forest Protection Society is an organisation that could be deathbed as preferring old growth forests in the horizontal 
plane instead of the vertical. Its style of operation is remarkably similar to that of the 'Share our Forests' groups in ,  British 
Columbia and other groups in the Pacific North-West of the US. Are they a front group? Well lets say there is some 
interesting documentation on their activirie,, that raises onçs suspicions such as: 

When the Forest Protection Soèiety was launched on November 23 1937 it was announced that the' network would be 
backed by the ACI'U and the Forest Industry Campaign Association (FICA). FICA Executive Offices stated that th e  
onmmusy group network would be independent of existing bodies but would.be  funded by the industry to get it off the 
ground: - - - 
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A leaked set of minute, from a seategy meeting dssed 19/W1938 under. the item of 'Long ten,, program' recorded that 
'Robyn Loydell discussed activities by her froup which involved taking over 1oct11 environmentalist meetings, with th cr  
result that they became disrraered from chew ongoing cwn,pvzigr,. Robyn's group qctuali5r conrrots the voting On several 
groups and could therefore vote to have them jab, the Forest Protection Society'. 1 

• advertisement by the Forest Protection Society for its Tassnanip Stale Coordinator poçiticn. which pvc as its contact Dr 
Robert Bain from the National Association of Forest Industries. It is wonh noting that the Forest Protection Society not 
only uses an industry spokesman as its contact for positions vacant ads but also shares the seine post office box as the 
National Association of Forest Industries. 

'issuing a press release on June24 1991 at the ALP National Confnce which had APPM (Australia's largest woodchip 
exporter) Public Relations Officer Mr Chris Oldfield as the contact;" 

a special mention of the Forest Protection Society in the Forest Industries Association of Tasmania 1992 Annual Report 
which stated that 'FIAT it providing a,ssistance and support on ian ongoing basic as well as claiming that 'Forest 
Projection Society rentair&s on independent organisation' - 

Tasmanian Traditional Recreational Labd User, Federation rrasrnanial 

Since 1990 a coalition of traditioqal land usengioups (four wheel drivers l'tshennen, hunters etc) have been campaigning 
to ensure that their  various reereational activities are allowed ii, the Westem Tasmania World Heritage Area Management 
Plan. 

More broawy howevr they have been echoing the rhetoric of the mining and forestry industry in arguing that no more 
land should be 'locked up', and that all a reas should be sea aside for 'multiple land use'. In describing themselves they 
use the wis moderate' conservationists and attack environmental. 'exrren,isr,f and the anti-human nature of 
wilderness. While not overtly arguing for industry their s;yle is similar to a number of groups in the US which argue 
against the protection of additional areas. 

Interestingly the formation of this community group in 1990 received front page coverage in the Tasmanian Chamber of 

t?ines 'Mines Report' 
.Could it be thai they are more than casual acquaintances? There are sulking policy similarities between the Chamber of 

Mines and IRLUP. When recently asked on ABC radio whether they cçposed mining in National Parks and the Western 
Tasmanian World Heritage Area TRLUF President (and senior Foresuy Commission employee) Simon Ctjji refused to 
answer the question. On eve.7 subsequent occasion where they have been asked they have avoided the issue. In 1987 the 
Mountain Cattleman's Association, now a TRLUF member, made a mbn

Lv
sion, authored by Simon Cubic, to she llelshan. 

Inquiry arguing against protecting the Lemonthyme forest from logging.  - - 

While TRUlY are quick lobe aitical of National Parks plannin processes they have yet to manage a whisper of conceal, 
about the appalling process used to allncate mineral esploration bcences or decide on State Forests or hydso schemes. 

TRULF leaden alt now campaipting to ovtrmm th 2$dirions to the National Park system made in 1939 on the pretest of 
the process by which these additions were decided. Revocatiocs of such areas reflects the policies of the Otamber of 

- Mines too who have recently gained government support for the proposition that mining and mineral exploration should be 
allowed in all areas declared as National Parts under the I.abor'Citem, acccxtl in 1989-91. 

. 	But by no means however ale TRLUF united or consistent, While part of the four wheel drive batetnity want to be able to 
drive on existing tracks (no matter' how environmentally inappropriate) some fisherman want them banned from certain 
areas. While TRLUF Executive members argue about areas being 'locked up' and about restrictions on 'access', the West 
Coast Recitation Association opposed a tourism project at Kelly Basin on Macquajie Harbour on Tasmania's West Coast 
while in 1989 fisherman successfully campaigned against helicopter flights being allowed to intrude into the wild areas of 
the Central Plateau. 

Such recreation based coalitions are noi unique to Tasmania. For example they scan to be springing up in places such as 
Newcastle area in relation to the Management Plan for Barrington Tops and elsewherem. 

Lesalactiotis arainst cnvirorvnnnt grouns in Ausoalia 

The Greenpeace 1989 protest against BliPs seismic tearing in whale calving grounds in Bass Strait saw the first attempt by 
a major corporatiqn to use Secuca. 45D and E against environment groups. The action was dropped. Last summer, the giant 

- woodchrpping company APPM threatened the Wilderness Society with legal action under Section 45D and B of the Trade 
- Practices Act for any protests disrupting its operations in Tasmania,  

Recently an injunction was sought by the NSW Forestry Commissioner, Mr Drielsrna in the Supreme Cowl of NSWto 
retain 32 anti-logg.ng prolatess and others from "aiding, abetting, cowuelling or procuring any other person' born 
entering Bulga State Forest near Taree on the north coast ol NSW. The restrictions were re)ectea,ttTheze has also been a 
spate of threats of legal action, usually for supposed defamation, against envintment,jis,.s in the but  year. 

Harassment  

To date that has been no systematic investigation of incidents of harassment of Australian environmentalists despite 
numerous incidents. 
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sault on Bob Brown with, a me lever in the 
esnpts to chainsaw the one of a ute-sület at 
in 1992 and an assault at Exit Cave by a pm-
ups and media nmaitaton about •eco-

has been muted, '-' 

What to InkeOf all this?:' 	- 

It satins b,itablc that Ausualian industry groups will seek to emulate their N&th American cOunIertWts and increase the 

use of ptnisive legal actions. It is therefore viial that environment groups ensure that they have a much greater access to 

legal scr*cs and * greater awareness, of what is happening in North America. 

As Malt I4egalli and Andy Friedman noted 7or 'hose industries that perceive themselves as under attack from citizens 

'orgo.niscti3JtS. however.front groups are an ever more popular tool. They promise to proliferate unless citizens groups Cats 

successftifruntnatk them". An rncctas'rng level of information shanng between groups, both within Ausualia and 

overseas, will be important to alert others within the movement as to what is going on. Simply revealing their backing and 
real agenda will only advezselI affect I part of their constituency. Ultimately it must be recognised that different values 

'and percqxtions of economic prospects are the basis for the gap between environmentalists and supporters of many pro-

indtssty groups. Some differences am irreconcilable especially those based on recitation p

re
ferences. For example debate 

over the bretang of wildlife, off rod reereation vehicles and other issue., associated with management of natural areas are 
notecct,asictssuesbutvaluebased. 

9~M
t4y' the biggest single factor in the effectiveness of anti-environment groups is  the level of grasstoots organising. 

am

rporate campagns. anpagg
x and grass roots mobilisation will bet hallmarks of the successful campaigns of the l99Gs, 

.WMATYOU CAN DO' 

If 	aeoups that you cohsider suspicious it is worth collecting a their pub lic statements and pub lications. The author 

is tntere 	in heanng of other groups and details of their activities, Please forward any i formation to Bob Burton 002 

130-Da 4StztetHObart7000.  
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Dear Editor, Mr Peter 
Cochrane ('Ptibtic land 

things too.) pie 	in 	the 	Etlrems- 
Budawangs. 	the wilder' 

a wilderness. sad 76%t 

not 	believe 	mechailised 

users 	Conned', Th 
Wilderness areas are a 

wondcrful sift  to our kids, ness plan coven (3,000 
ha of a 	National 	Park 

transport was needed. 

'Aacoru,enaaionalTrail Lagan 	Times 20/10/93) 
forget the Interests of the 

And th e 	 .j, 

mals and plants 
already off Limits to vehi' the organiseis have said 

C local 'community by ar safe j, 	A' 
des to stop the brtaking tttat ttiey don't need to take 

guing against wilderness 6g 	n up of the area (except for thigi 	the  wil- 

X 
protection. For d 

MrCocbraneforgetsthat 
:nauve populaxioos a heal thy essential  fire trails). The 

popular VaIwal Property 
dernesa areas. 

.., 
j 
his own National Py 

silt, Werisklosiaigthclot 
'if we rely on a zoo, or next 	to 	Danjera 	Darn. NSW is lâcky. Most 

othercounmes don't have 

O 
voted for the Wilderness 
Act 'in 1987. Back In 1987 

small areas that are easily which is used by 
nad-bike and campers, is wil rcas.TheAtis 

is 

2  all 	the 	Parties 	agreed 
taken over by introduced 
creatures. (First the roárts, outside the wildernessarea 

tibia tourism iodusfl 
Limb3 ar 6.5 million 'In- 

that we have to make then the rabbits, then the  so nothing is changed these 
'mere either, 	are minor ternanonal visitors by the 

1JJ proper plans for the (551 foxes, cats and dogs fol- end of this century. My 
tiattxral areas that qua]. 
Iffy as 'wilderness'. 

low,) wilderness protec- 
deci- tn Yarninunmun Valley, 

bet is these visitors wW 
ti 	lly is a wise 

' but nearby th 	is thO€8 
love our wilderness areas 

'tn NSW there is only i°i for the future, 70,000haof land (16State too' 

about4,5% of these wilder- Unfortunately 	Mr Forests) whichcan beused I would be happy totalk 

ness areas left . some of it Cochrane is mistaken about by 4W1) and trail-bikes, about the economic base- 
is forest, some of it heath his figures. There is about jj , 	from these wilderness 
lands, some of it alpine 750, 	hoctares of wil- All kinds of people can areas in another letter, 
plains, or semi-arid and demess in the 10 official enjoy wilderness areas, In  

'°' 	nce , 
arid 	areas. 	Everyone 
Imows we are losing our 

wilderness areas along the 
NSW coast, not millions a Wilderness Preservation- 

lattiod

the United States there is 
Tom McLougbl'tn. 

natural  areas - the places  
not  being used for grax- 

of hectares as suggested. 
And there is little or no  

	

System and 	16.800 dis- 

	

 people 	visit 	them 
NSW Campaign Officer 
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• 	 ' 	 . 

ing, cropping, being rid- 
' den or driven over, or 

affect on access because 
these 'areas 	are 	usually 

every 	year. 	In 	1992 	a 
survey found that 85% of 

CIETY 
do 	9 	Geringa 	Ave. 

cleared or logged. (There found 	in 	rugged 	places the disabled people have Coonna 2630 

is plenty of land for these with no roads. For exam- spent more than 4 days in 

In Tannanä 
	 of 

1st. Despite the rhetoric of eozu -Imm tnt 
their resropX when violence has been directed at 
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FACT SHEET 

WILDERNESS. & WORKERS; "NOT JOB 
LOSSES & NO FORESTS 

S,o,c!ety - repilles to , desper?tely skewed report from the NSVI/ 
Forestry pmm!ssIon ••, 

The Wjlderness 'Society condemns the misleading claims, in a NS-W Forestry 
Commission 'report' released earlier this year entitled 'Economic Impacts Of 

Wilderness Proposal's' On State Forests', The 'report' makes spurious 
alleàation's ' regarding lost investment; 'joblosses and adverse. 'economic 

'imk'adts '  on regional, economies if NSW Wilderness foresfs are protected under 
the'Wilderneis 'Act by the P45W Government. 

The 'report' is a desperate attempt to justify the ongoing debt ridden, 'and 

subsidised activity Of the native forest timber industry 'in NSW. and Australia 
generally.. 

Throughout 	ustraliá the accumulated deb.c of government forestry agncies 
is now over' $5 bi I I ion is ource: Byrot. R.N. 1I9911 Furaf Apptoarlte, of Stare Farej: Mdnagen,enr 

'Agencies ' RAC Consuli.cy Series AGPS Cwbcrni. 

The 'Victorian experience where separate accounting for native and plantatio'n 
logging, is used, indicates the trend with a $1 3.2 million Joss to the State 
Goernrnent on ' nativ,e forest logging in financial year I 99O9 I. This was 
offset 'by a $4 million profit in softwood plantations. Source: The Age p4 1217/I 992i 

The l'4SW Public Accounts Committee in 1990 found State agency 
subsid'rsatiori of native forest logging through, for example, free forest roading 
was ,  a major impediment to transition to plantations tsouicc: I'JSW Public Accounts 
committee (1990) Repose on she Poseur1 conmisson, Parliament of 145W. 5ydncyl. 

Native .forst logging is going out backwards in a sunset industry' trying to 

squeeze the ecological blood out of our last pristine forest.s before it collapses. 

The, pressure is coming from superior plantation timber from .here and 

overseas for pulp and timber. production Source: The ,wndernecs Soéieiy (1992) 
Wilderness' not woodchip, S yd neil. 

In fact. the..timber 'industry has increased wood production, by 40% in the last 
20 years while shedding jobs by a 'massive 40%. (Source: RAc (1991) Porn: ,4 Timber 

Inquiry Draft 'Repori AO?S Cinberra). 

The growth sector in NSWregiona! economies is tourism including eco- 

tourism. tSourc: Fonnby 3 (1991) EniployMen: In Soush'Eosi I/SW,'' A Review and Proposed  

Job loss estimates by Forestry are not only exagerated, they are' tdtally off 

the planet.' These sorts of figures have been bandid about by development 

interests well before the days of the Frinklin 'dana. They have 'never been' 

substantiated. For example. 'with the Franklin issue Robit Gray himself' has 

admitted more jobs have been created 'by not building the Dam, The NSW 

Forestry figures 'should probably, be divided by ten- to get any real picture of 

job losses: 'and these losses pale into insinifica'nce compared with' masi.vC 

industry rationalisation of recent times, 

The 'multiplier' figures' used by Forestry to calculate 'flow on' job losses are 

similarly luiicrous and' reflect dodgy statistics for scarernongering purposes 
Job losses will be small or non existent as workers find other jobs in the 

region. 

The NSW Forestry Commission is well and truly politicised, and determined to 
buffer itself from. 'economic reality by sacrificing the community's Wilderness' 
forests; and b', blocking healthy restructuring of the umber indii'str. 

What will be the cost to regional communities, of Wilderness NOT pieserved? 
Chris Hartcher, our NSW Environment 4inister has pointed. out that:"It is 

widely recognised that fwi!derness a/eat) do provide' 'aivable ecosystem 

services by maintaining the quality of air and water, 'i/owing soil 'erosion; 

reducing 'saynity through lowering' of 'the water table', releasing :wa,er duthg 

drought and 'slowing run.off during floods all of which, are quitE costly to 
undertake or' provide once natural systems are disrupted." t$ourcc: Sydney 
Atarntng Herald on 24/8/921, 

For furTher information please contact your local branch of the Wildemem Socie'. 

l&( ' 

SOCIETY
Eraploymeni Package. SEFA 'Sydney). For instance Australia will hdst an international 

 Ecotourism conference in 1994 because our economic future is largely with 

the beautjful natural areas of Australia.' A good example is the huge increase. 

in. visitation ëates after the protection of the Washpool Subtropical Rainforest 

in northern NSW in the 'SO's. 
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FOREST JOBS. 	WHAT FUTURE? 
-N p i- - 

Logging losses are exaggerated 
The Herald (April 29) reported • tion methods — the curecol valuc.of the 

srudy.bydlae NS%.Eooctlsy.Comsuis...,. timber not harvested is about $67 mu. 
lion ccaswmn..thrdeclarsijon of nine'. 'ljon not $37Sthullion asit estimated. If 
wilderness areas in NSW. The utsdy - the regrowih'.'ls.v.lued from the true 
coqcluded that Nbese declarations mansre-timbc? beéomesivail.ble with 
would imme4iatciy.drain $596 millioss. rsssainable l6r9. then iis:currcnt. 

'(stirs r 	ouj.coomie 	ithcouruns. 	value isabour 	sfliou.gpjJ2llmSjj 
ing losses ctinently valued at $338 ruB- estimatctflafjlie comsmsssoo; 0  
lion. 	It 	is 	difficult 	to. assess 	the Secondly, the commission used 
commissiosfa analysissince the meth. 
ods 	used 	in 	its 	report 	sic 	poorly 

regional 	multipliers to scale up the 

descnbcd. However, a review of this 
value of the timber to reflect losses in 
simber.usocia5ied activities. However. 

midy suggest that the commission's 
report has grossly exaggerated in tb_see 

its 	method of valuing she timber 

differeotways the potential losses from 
appears 	to 	alue 	many 	of these 
activities 	Smelly, 	and so its use of 

declaring these wildernr,a arcs,, multiplier, 	doutsle.counu 	post-forest 
Firstly. it assuruts that the curses' activities. The total value to regional 

nmber resour& is lsar-vc,tcd sac, and economic, of the currently •vailable 
any regrowtb is available to be bar. timber not being harvested is therefore 
sttedf'ronsnextyea,onwo,tlfthrold more likely in be about $70 million. 
growth forest 'is harvested sustain. rather than the $596 million estimated 
ably (say over the next 80 years). then by the commission. 
—using the cosumissiop's own valssa. Thirdly, 	in 	valuing the' regrowsh 

Wilderness: 'the price is right 
Wilderness IS good for our 
NSW regional economies both 

in the rural and tourism sectoi. 

This corriparce with the eco- 

nomic dostsof logging wilder. 
ness forestL  

On list nasl front the NSW Envi. 

rOluntal Nfirriver, Qins Haw&r. 
stared in 8992 that forest wilderness 
frtvt 'valssable ecosystàn sv.. 
icet so our rural induties. These 
isatls4c 

abmdmx wsn. 

cially during drought 

aSsstuirsaIfrutybylor g  
the warn table 

lughwataradafrqtsality 
ilaonJrevonsja, 	 -. 

• flood  
All then, sej-vana are costly' to 

eplade once natural systems are di. 

NSW regions_i a,ankswill 
also beaclis born forts wilt. ( 

nesigxoeocsn beeassse these 
WasqtauisT mgg. 	\ 
neC1aampleJoisnFaTnb, 
(199 I) iaEnnaent ba Souzi,. 

East NSW: A Review and Proposed 	. 
Economic Package shows sour- 

tright with insarsa- ests will be "too dezr because it will 

ima is a major economic activ. 
tional support for 

. 	Australia to tcst the from tlstirinar agementastas, Yet in ityintheSouth. 
vmenmBysensidvtow. 

World Congress on -  l992theResourceAcwepa,tCo,s,. 
- 

isun(asri.so,,) in wild 	,-, 
forests 

c Ecowism in 1994. 	. 
flteconanicbenemsof 

mission found that the NSW For. 
esoy'Conunisska, had exaggerated has great economic 	-s osatsisi 

fruecring wilderness for the the impact ofconarn 
j 

Aamsucetsssu.ary 
nni and tourism sectors on it:s 'sustainable yield harvesting 

for.fore 	 . 	- s eco-inurian, is , 
cunpn favourably with 
thceostolloggurs,g wilt. 

plans. RAC also showed that these 

the DorrigNew.Eng. 
(oresa This logging 

n2S0,haofsof 	Jsndhard. 

bdWom1d}3cuiiagep. 	,. 	"... 
forests is, Nosthen, NSW • 	-- 

invdvespob,ft5jj 
wood plantations. Why isn't the in- 
dswry extracting its yield from these 

which eons $2.1 million 
to WOodclsip corn- plantations? 

.. 
dollars annually, and 

ponies (about $10 The argument that protection of 

asp 	et53fsillijni4,1,g, 
jy forest wild(rness removes valuable . 	- 	. 

And the (taunt foroco. 	' 
nalionaliy) and a 

$5 billion total debt 
- restarts front the dn,ber industry 

tourism in Aus- 	 - :C accond by govern, 
- lends so ignore she costs of logging 
forest wilderness, loss ofedeayste0, tralia 	looks 	 '- mast forest agencies services, loss of pttau and future 

across Austnalia. buns,, potential and the debt bw 
But flat NSW !. den. These cons, mean it is actually 

esoy Cossuniesia, or- into dear to no , ssve forest wilder.- - 
guathasocec0 ness, 	 - 

of wilderness So remember 'Wilderness & 
for.  Wce1eas dogo together. And thafl- 

A 
future  

. - 	. 
- economic basefits o(r,ew phanna- 

cetascals and geracticsthckfrvxj, wil: 

in a 

Ian 

any 

l.a 
Our c 

the 

not being able so 
to the proposed 

the orstent value of 

Clearly, there will be output reduc- 
tions in the umber industry from 
declaring the nine proposed wilderocsa 
area But, rather than cost

b  
ing 'at 

$940 million. as estimated y th
bou

e 
Forestry Commission, the value of the 
forgone Output ismore likely tobr 
S70 million.$l00 tlllInn, 

David Coddr, 
Senior Leenarer. 

Department of Agricultural 
- 	 Economies. 

UnIversIty of Sydoe. 
Just II 	 Sydney. 
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T 	SOCIETY 	TH-E WILDERNESS'SOCIETY 
MEDIA UPDATE 	- 

ATTN: Chiefs of Staff / Political & Environment Reporters 

3.00 pen. November IS. 1993 - 	- 

• 	NSW MINISTER MISLEADS PUBLIC IN 
FORESTRY COVER-UP IN DEUA 

The Hon. George Souris, NSW Minister for Water and Land Conservation misled 

the public on the 11.00 a.m. ABC 2B7L Radio news bulletin today. Mr Souris was 

responding to protests by canservatioflisls who successfully stopped logging of 

'brown barrel and, monkey gum' wilderness today: - 

Mr Souris said this morning that "92% of old growth areas" in NSW 'were already 

in 'co'nservatiop reserves' of one form or another. Mr. Squris was implying that 

most ' old growth in official Wilderness areas' or , elsewhere are - safe and 

conservationists are 'wrong to protest. 

Minister Souris has misled the public because:  

* Only approximately 05- 10% of several of the richüt types of remaining 
NSW old growth forest (those on hiA/1 nutrient soils and havit;g high. bto.dis'ersit, 

values) are safe in National Park's or other offiéial reserves Norton T. W. & Kirtpitrict 3 

I 993)Susialnabie Forestry . The Urgency To Make she Myth A Reality (1993) unpublished. in reviewl 

A moratorium [for old growth wilderness under NSW Timber Industry  

legislation i's- ,iot comprehensive and a" temporary respite 'only. The.. moratorium 
area is not an official conservation reserve.  

• 38% of NSW old growth' forest i's in State Forests and available for logging now 
or the near future: ,This .38% is made 'up mainly of the richisi 614 growth forests 

• on high nutrient soils: The 58% in official conservation reserves contains largely 
old growth on dry,' 'nUtrient poor soil unsuitable for 'logging 'IRetource Assessment 
commission A Survey 'of Ausiratia's Fore,, Resource (1992)1 

• Nationally: only approximately 9 per cent of all remaining "unlo,ggè'd" eucalypt' 
forest is in official conservation reserves: Resource Assessment Commission's Forest and 

Timber inquiry Final Report (1992 Volume I. 'p 14$. pass .'21). 

For further information contact in Sydney ,i'om McLoughlin..(02) 953 7684(h)/ 267 7929(w) 
Canberra...Lucy Horodoy ..... (06) 257.5122(w) / 281 6754(h) 	- 

ATTN TV STATIONS: FOOTAGE OF THE PROTEST WILL BE 'AVAILABLE LATERTOD,AY 
OR EARLY TOMORROW (TUES 15111/93), TEL, (06) .249 8874/ 257 5122, 

** * Media Reieüse* * * 
ATTN: Chiefs of Staff 'I Political & Environment Reporters 

Sunday, 21 November 1993 

NSW MINISTER MISLEADS PUBLIC 
TWICE IN 5 DAYS ON WILDERNESS 

LOGGING 
George Souris, NSWMinister forLand & Water Conservation has misled the public on logging of 
official Wilderness aitas twice in the lastMve days. The Wilderness Society claimed to4ay. 

MR sOuRis: 'There is "serious doubt" whether there is any logging taking place in NSW 
Wilderness areas now: Spokesperson for Minister Souris reported in the Sidney Morning 
Herald (Saturday 20/11/93, p4).  wrong! 

FACT: The Deisa and Coolngübra - both legally identified wilderness areas in south east 
are being logged daily. Only 5 days ago Mr Souris was required to explain on ABC 

• Radio 23L (15/11/93 see attached media release) why Narooma Forestry was logging in the 
official'Deua Wilderness on the'NSW south coast. (Mr Soutis misled the public on that 
occajion also by claiming most old growth forest was already 'safe' in reserves.) 

The Wilderness Siety also rejected another claim made by, Minister Souris as reported in the Herald 
article: 

MR SOURIS: If nine official wilderness areas are exluded from logging every/ores, in 
NSW would be nominated as a wilderness by consen'ationis,s, leaving the timber industry with 

• no wo64 supplies for the next two years' wrong! 

FACT: I. Only approximately 2.5% of NSW is forest wilderness capabie of satisfying the 
criteria'm Section 6 of the Wilderness Act 1987 (NSW); 

-2. Over 909 of State Forests in NSW is unaffected by Wilderness proposals and 
realistically does not qualify under The Wilderness Act 1987 (NSW) leg. .pp'os. 100.000 Its State 
Forest adjacent to 8.nington Top. Wilderness. tO. hi of state Forest adjacent to Esteem. & Budawang'Witdcrness 
sun) 	. 	- 

3. All the nominations for wilderness assessment by conservation groups have been 
accepted with only minor changes. The only frivolous nominations have been made' by anti' 
environmental groups as a cynical stunt. These vexatious nominations will simpl5' be thrown 
out, - 

TomMcLoughlin, NSW Campaign Officer for the Wilderness Society said "M1 Fahey must pull Mr 
Souris into line. The Minister is repeatedly using baseless claims to mislead the community about 
ivilderness and old growth forests. In reality only 10% or less of rich old growthforest types are being 
conserved. - Much of this threatened forest is in legally identified Wilderness areas waiting for 
protection." - - - 

For fuhher informa:ion.contact in Sydney Ton, McL,oughlin..(02) 267 7929(w)l (02) 953 7684 
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!cdebLtico.s.t,?. .Austral lan-taxpayers an. additional several huqdred 
lJiondollars'each year 

•_ 

,j' 	thi.s,doe's flo'i make economic sense 'This coney has to be raised 
-rbytaddit i onal taxation or a cutback in government services 
(SddlerH.kt ál-.'1991.Value, for'.,Money, Forestry as if 
Economics,Nattered Consultancy to C. Milne MHA Tasmania 

-Australla. could earn far more froma vlue added ti.ber 
indü'trybasedon plantations instead of native forests. 

c)Woodchipping employs a lot of people: MISLEADING 

The export woàdchip industry accounis for 45 per cent of the 
native foret harvestedin Australia (Australian Bureaj of . 
Agricultural, and Resource Economics 1990/1, A,ustralian Forest 
Resources. -AGPS CanberaL.However it only employs a total of 
804 people throughout Australia(Resource Assessment 

• Cbmaission, - Foresti and Timber Inquiry,horaft Report. 1991.). 
• This represents Aess than 2 pee, cent of total employlent in 

the forest priducte.industry. 	- 	.- 

-d) TIei'e'is no sc'ientifid evidence to stop woodèhipping: WRONG 

'lw a comilatioi of the most 'Cecent  scèntific research on 
forest fauna in Australia the introductory chapter states 

es rchhiiiü?efi'  tAàt-  .eñéri has been -a decline in •anv 
species asa-  ?esult of Jog'ing and that extinctions ire likely 
71 current logging regises persist 

(Lunney o.; i in,Cbnseivatjon of Austral fl's Forest Fauna, Royal 
- Zoological Soci:etv of 'NSW. -  1992. page .4.): 

In addition to- such research the. Resource Assessment 
Commission (RAG). -toncluded that: - 

'it is not ?easIbi to log old-growth forests, as definqd by 
the-Inquiry, and-yet retain their full co.plesent of-old  
-gñowth attributes and values. 	- 

- (RAC,- Foret and.TimberThguiry, 1992. Overview, page 68) 

: 	On the same page th RAC went' further thin this and : - 
-- reconendeda cesation of logging in wilderness areas.. 

- 	 - For- further infgr.mation cohtact: - 	- 	- 

- 	-¶epen Taylor or -Andrew Wong. 'ph: 06 2575122 	- 

21, January 1993  

MORE EORE-S.T. FUR'RHIES  

The woodchipping debati has been marred by fur4hies sprad by 
the National Association of Forest Industries.'.A number of 
these. 'often quoted'by Robert Bajn of the National Association 
of Forest Industries, are revealed and corrected -  below. Keep -. 

this information sheet for future use.  

Robert Bain has been reported saying: 	- 

- We sust •a/cesurewe have got our facts right. It is the 
thing -which would bring us undond .ost quickly. - 	- 

- 	
(Canberra Times; 18/1/92..page Ci. "The Lobby.garne")' 	- 

- - It s'eeis that Dr. Bath doe not take.hfl own adiice bec&use 
every part of the following set.o.f claims about .woodchipping, - 

- also mad.e by him; is in fact either wrong or misleading. - 
-: 

- - "-Me're exportin 	'wiiti'.pëoduct, we're; earning 4500 i/year 
toward Australia's worseJng tradedeuicit -'and we'ie e.ploying 
a lot of.pedple. and t/,Ofe i:no sciehtiticlev)dei7ce that i •t 

ihould stop."  

-. (ABC Radio. Ben 14 December 1992)  

Eict of these claims are .addressed-below. 	.- 	- 

- a)Woodchipping is a waste product: OONG 	- 

The Pjiblic 'Accounts Committee of NSwrepOrted that. 90 perceht 
Of the -trees logged in the Eden area are old growth and go - 
directly to the woodchip Industry (PAC Report. no.- 52. December 
1990, to the Parliament of NSW). The situation is -similar In 
the southern firests of Tasmania, where over BS per cent of 
the trees extracted from the forest are woodchipped. 

b)Woodchipping earns $500m/veir: MISLEADING  

- This ismisleading on.;a -number- of counts. Fi n stly the -income 

from export -woodchipping -in 1991-92. .as actually $415 pillion 
. (Australian Bureau .of.Agrlcultoral and Resource Econo.ics). 
More i.portantly the' claim 1gnoesaxpayer subsidies and 
other economic- costs associated .with,this export -  income. -. 

- - 
	Woodchipping Is heavily subsl'dised. -  The acc.umu.lated'debt' of - 

government forestry agencieS is now over $5 biJIlon (Byron R.N 
1991 FisCal Approachës:of State,Fcrest Ha0agement Agencies. 
RAC Consul:täncy'SerleS. AGPS Canberra.)- The interest on-t.hlS 
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MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE IN TIMBER 
ALTERNATIVES TO NATIVE 

	
TIMBERS IN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTIONS 

Photo by David Tatnall 

As part of the campaign to save native forests The Wilderness Society is encouraging the use of plantation 

softwood (eg radiata pine) for house constructions, renovations and landscaping, instead of native forest timbers. 

In Australia, housingconstruction still consumes a 

significant amount ofAustralian native forest tinber 

(over I.4millioncubic metresin 1992).Thistirnber 

is sourced from our beautiful unprotected tall 

eucalypt forests from North-East N5W to East 

Oippsland, Tasmania and SouLh-West WA. thing 

native forest timber in yourhouse contributes tothe 

destruction of these forests. 

By using a native forest sawlog you are not anly 

accounting forthat particulai - logbutalso foraTi the 

timber that is cleared to obtain that log. 

This enables the Timber Industry to tr to jtztify 

the logging of native forests under th: gui!e of 

being sawlog driven' (i.e. forsawntimbcr)whn in 

fact the majorityof loggingis forwoodc:iips. tJpto 

60% of all trees logged in Australia are 

woodehipped, whilst in Tasmania the figure is as 

high as 90%. This logging is done through 

clearfelling and hasted to significant lo;s of farest 

habitats, further pressure on threatened, species of 

plants and animals, increased soil erosion and 

water pollution. 

The need for the timber industry to move from 

native forest logging to plantation timber is 

necessary for the survival of not only theremaning 

r.ative forests but for a long-term viable timber 

industiy. The only real sustainable alternative is in 

properly managed timber plantations —most of 

which in Australia are pinus radiaza (pine). 

The use of tropical rainforest timber from South 

East Asia is widespread with significant amounts 

olMerbauand Meranti timber beingused in housing 

constructions. All of the tropica rainforest timbers 

thould be avoided as they contribute to widespread 

environmental devastation (suchas plant andanimal 

pecies extinction, massive loss cf habitat, etc.) 

and the abuse of the rights of indieenous peoples. 

Plantation Radiata pinecan be used 
for all timber applications in the 
house and is widely available. 

"1ot only are pine and pine products good 

environmental choices, but in most cases are 

iuperior quality and competitively priced when 

compared with native forest Itardwc-od. In Australia 

there is almost I million hectares of plantation 

:imber(mostof which ispine), and whencombined 

with extensive New Zealand pine plantations there 

5 a more than adequate supply to meet Australia's 

,awntimber requirements. - 

Apart from recycled timber, plantation timber is 

the only realistic environmental timber choice. 

Australian native forest timbers should not be 

used instead of tropical rainfores: timber or any 

other native forest timber (such as Oregon or 

Western Red Cedar). They may have been logged 

from Witderness or even Rainforest and are likely 

to be from unsustainable logging operations. 

Most plantation timber available in Australia is 

radiata pine. There are plantations of Oregon 

(Douglas Fir) in New Zealand, however most 

Oregon is imported from North American old 

growth forests and should be avoided unless it 

definitely comes from New Zealand. 

ltshould also be noted that recycled timbercan be 

used directly for any non-structural use including: 

framing with non-load bearing walls, landscaping, 

decking, cladding etc. For other structurally 

significant uses pine and pine products are the best 

alternatives. 

This guide sets out realistic, viable plantation pine 

alternatives to the use of native forest timber in 

most areas of house constructions. These are 

recommendationsonly. Please check suitabilityof 

materials with suppliers. 



Available Pine Products 

LVL: 
Is suitable for: 

•Floor bearers and joists (available 

with insect/rot protection) 

• Hanging & Strutting beams 

• Ceiling joists & Underpurlins 

• Lintels, Rafters & Ridge beams 

LVL has a high strength-to-weight 

ratio, can achieve large spans, is cost 

competitive compared to green hard- 

IIYBEAM: 
Is suitable for Upper Storey floor joists 

where it is particularly good at replacing 

Oregon, having a similiar, span length 
and is cost competitive. 

HYBEAM is much lighter than 

Oregon, providing easier installation 
and allows larger holes to be cut in it 

for services. 

Clu—Lam Radiata Pine: 

Is suitable for: 

• Lintels and heams 

• Roof beams and rafters 
• Other large span applications 

Glu-Lam beams are often exposed 

internally because of their aesthetic 

appeal. 



RFSIflFNTIAL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

ITEM COMMONLY RECOMMENDEC COMMENTS AVAILABILITY* 
USED TIMBER MATERIAL  

ROOF TRUSS Radiata Pine Radiata Pine Economical-particularly Truss Manufacturers 

Oregon in large spans, less labour  

RAFTERS Aust. Hardwood (OB) Radiata Pine LVL superior quality to Most Timber Suppliers 

LVL hardwoods  

CEILING JOISTS Oregon LVL, Radiata Pine Large spans, less material Most Timber Suppliers 

Aust. Hardwood (08) HYBEAM reqd in LVL/HYBEAM  

WALL FRAME Radiata Pine Radiata Pine Pine widely considered Timber Suppliers 

Aust. Hardwood (08)  cheapest & easy to use  

PERGOLA Oregon Treated Pine Recommend oil based Timber Suppliers 

Treated Pine Recycled Timber treated pine—PEC, LOSP  

WALL CLADDING Western Red Cedar Treated Pine Cladding Pine considered cost Timber Suppliers 

Oregon, Hwd Wthrboard Plyhoard, PineW'board effective & easiest to use  

WINDOW/DOOR Western Red Cedar Treated Pine Consult timber suppliers, Timber Suppliers 

FRAME Meranti, Merbau Recycled Timber recommend LOSP pine  

SKIRTING/ MOP MDF, Clear Pine Use clear pine for Timber Suppliers 

ARCHITRAVES Meranti Radiata Pine staining  

FLOORING Pine Fibreboard Pine Particleboard Clear pine easily stained Timber Suppliers 

Hardwood, Pine Flooring Radiata Pine/Plywood to any colour  

EXTERNAL Merbau Treated Pine-CCA Most recycled timbers can he Timber Suppliers 

DECKING Jarrah, Cypress Pine Recycled Hardwood used. Seek advice on staining  

JOISTS Aust. Hardwood (08) - 	LVI LVL allows larger spans, Most Timber Suppliers 

can be treated against rot  

BEARERS Aust. Hardwood (OB) LVL 	. LVL allows larger spans, Most Timber Suppliers 

can be treated against rot  

STUMPS Aust. Hardwood Concrete Concrete stumps durable Building Suppliers 

(Red Gum, Cypress Pine) Recycled Hardwood and industry standard  

FENCES Aust. Hardwood Recycled Hardwood Recommend PEC painted Recycled Timber 

Treated Pine Treated Pine-PEC onto posts rails & pailing Suppliers 

LANDSCAPING Recycled Timber e.g. Recycled Hardwood Suitable for most in- Recycled Timber 
Railway Sleepers Treated Pine ground applications Suppliers 

PINE PRODUCTS AND TREATMENTS 
RADIATAF5 & Fl PINE kadiatapine is grown in plantations, widely usedand replacingnative foreststimbcr. strongerstnicturat pine(E7) is also 

available fromselected pine suppliersand insomccasescan supply large sectionpine forstnictunul beams replacingoregon. 

LAMINATEDVENEER l.aminatcd veneer Lumber (LvL) is a superioralternative tocomtnonly used unseasoned hardwoods and Oregon. LVL is 

manufactured from pint's radiara veneers which are seasoned and laminated together with glue under heat and pressure. 

LUMBER (LVL) 
GLUELAMINATED Glue laminated radiata pine (orgiulam) is manufactured from seasoned pine stnuctural timbers which arejoined lace-to-face 

RADIATAPINE 
with glue under pressure. Its use extends to anywhere long span lengths are required such as roof beams. 

PLYW 	D Plywood consists of layers of glued. orientated timber fibre compressed into a panel. In Australia it is manufactured from 
plantation pine.Howcver most imported plywood is manufactured from tropical ntinforest timber and should be avoided. 

Fl BR EBOAR D Medium Density Fibreboard (MDfl is usually manufactured from plantation pine. Hardboars] in Victoria is manufactured  

from native forest limber by CSR woods & Panels also known as ,nasoni,r and hurnie hoard and should be avoided. 

T R EATED PINES There are two types of 	CA (Copper'Chromc.Arsenie) treatments - the green coloured water based (PerntaPine ) which  

can waep and twist timber due to it absorbing water, and the brown-gold coloured oil based (PROCCA orlanalilh CairO 

• CCA 	OH & Water Based 
which is water resistant. The main problem with CCA is not the concerns about leaching in the soil etc. but the disposal of 

. offeuts and CA limber after its useful life. There are no adequate disposal methods. 

• LOSP Light OTganic Sotvenl Preservatives (LOSP) treated pine is a less environmentally damaging altemative to CCA treated 
pine. LO5P treated pine is an envelope treatment and is not chemically fixed in the timber or as dutiable as CCA. It is best 
painted. It is suited forjoinery. cladding, framing, flooring. faxcias etc, which are above ground. 

• 	i Pigmented Emulsified creosote (FEC) is a new, lest environmentally damaging treatment available for treating pine. 
,1 'clean Unlike creosotes of the past. pigmented creosote is 	and contains no heavy metals (like CCA). Unlike LO5P. FEC 

is chemically 'locked' in the wood, is very durable, and gives an aesthetically pleasing finish to timber. 

• PRESERVATIVE STICKS A Pttaeri'ativealick isaxolid,slow-releasepreservative fortimber. It isinthefornsofasolidstick with fluorideandboron 

as the active ingredients. and is used on existing timber in the homc.The preservative stick dissolves when the timber 
becomes wet and penneates through the wood to protect the timber from rot and insects 

• NEW DEVELOPMENT The new treatment for pine which is still being developed is a copper-boron treatment. This treatment eliminates the 
hazardous heavy mctalsassociated with CCA (i.e. chromium and arsenic), but like CCA itisehemically fixed in the wood. 
It seems very promising and may become available in the next few years - perhaps completely replacing CA. 

its  See overpage for glossary of terms and list 6ffleFs 



GLOSSARY 

Architrave: A separate moulding 
fixed to surTound a door Or win-

dow opening. 

Bearers: The timbers supporting 

floor joists. 

Fibreboard: Panel made from 
compressed wood fibre, used 

mainly for floors and cladding. 

Floor framing: The supporting 
structure for the floor. 

Glulam: Glue laminated timber. 

Hanging beam: The beam sup-

porting the ceilingjoists. 

Joists: Parallel beams supporting 
floors or ceilings. 

Lintels: horizontal supporting 

mcmbcracrossspanssuch as win-
dows and doors. 

LVL.: Lan,inatcd veneer lumber. 

MDF: Medium Density Fibre. 

board 

OIl: Ordinary Builders unseasoned 
hardwood 
Roller: Sloping timbers or mcnl 

bets supporting outer covering of 

the roof. 

Ridge hoard: The horizontal mem-

beral the apex oftheroolsuppon-

ing the ends of rafiets. 

Seasoned: Air or kiln dry dried 

limber to a moisture content of 10 
to 15%. 

Skirting: The usually woodboard 

which protects ihe base ofari inte-
rior wall. 

Strutting beams: Members irans-

fening roof loads to intemal sup-
porting walls. 

Tasmanian Oak: Commonly sold 
native forest hardwoodtimberfrom 

Tasmania which is a mixture of 

Eucalyptus regnans (Mountain 

Ash). Eucalyptus delagenrenis 
(Alpine Ash) and Eucalyptus 
abliqua (Messnsatr). 

Truss: A prefabricated, engi-

neered. load-bearingstntcturccon-

tainingdiagonal members. Radialo 
pine moftna,ses are the most com-

mon trusses. 

Underpurlins: Horizontal niem-

ber supporting the rafters. 

Victorian Ash: commonly sold 

native forest Australian hardwood 
iimberwhich isamixcureofMoun-
lain Ash and Alpine Ash. 

This leaflet was produced by: 
The Wilderness Society in conjuction with: 

g,le7ILoaRNESs Soctrrv 
592fardwareSt. gsfelbourne 3000 

For all house constructions and landscaping you need to ensure that only plantation or recycled timber is used 

for all construction applications. Pay particular attention to unseen areas such as: 

• Floor bearers and joists 	 Roof frame 

• Ceiling joists 	 •Upper storey joists 

To be certain that plantation timber is used in your house, ensure that your timber type requirements are written 

into the contract. 	 - 

COMMONLY USED TIMBERS IN RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION 
NAME STRESS MAIN ORIGIN USES COMMENTS 

RADIATA F5-F14 Plantation Framing - floor, roof, etc; see Recomended for all 

PINE  previous table applications 

OREGON F7 Native forest Framing - joists, beam; Should be avoided unless 

-Nth America fascias from NZ plantations 

HARDWOOD F8, F! I * Native forest Framing - floor, roof; To be avoided-native forest 

-Australia cladding, fences timber. Alternatives available 
HARDWOOD F17 Native forest Large span applications in To be avoided-native forest 
-KILN DRIED -Australia framing, lintels, beams timber. Alternatives available 
CYPRESS PINE Native forest Exterior posts, fences To be avoided-native forest 
JARRAH -Australia Decking, exterior applications timber. Alternatives available 
RECYCLED Beams. posts in houses. Fea- Recommended for appropriate 

ture timbers, landscaping applications 

WESTERN Native forest Window & door frames, To be avoided-native forest 

RED CEDAR  -Nth America joinery, decking, cladding timber. Alternatives available 

MERANTI & 5th East Asian Window & door frames, skirt- To be avoided-native forest 

MERBAU Rainforest ing & architraves, decking timber. Alternatives available 

*hardwood also includes WA eucalypts: Karri and Marri 

For further or more specific information please contact: 

0 The Wilderness Society in Victoria on; (03) 670 5229 or 

	

WA: (09) 430 6088 NSW: (02) 267 7929 	TAS: (002) 34 9366 

SA: (08) 2316586 	ACT: (06) 257 5122 	QLD: (07) 229 4533 

0 Call our Hotline on 008 030 641 and Join the Wilderness Society 

o Individual manufacturers and suppliers of: 
• LVL/FIYBEAM (contact IPL on: 008 088 860) 
• Treated pine, 
• Pine frames and trusses, 
• Plywood and particleboard manufacturers, 
• Recycled/Second-hand Building materials 

SIX DEGREES 
1st Floor Rear, 34 Swan St 
Richmond 3121 
FAX: (03) 427 8848 
Ph: (03) 428 3733 

SIX DEGREES is a group 
of Architects committed to 
working in the Visual Arts, 
Architecture and Design. 
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KOSCIUSKO NATIONAL PAfl 

PLM OF NMAGEMflT A1D1cNTS 

INVITATION 

Iajooitoos 

NSW- - 
NATIONAL 
PARKS AND 
WILDLIFE 
SERVICE 

The NSW Minister for the Environment, theHot1 Chris 
Hartcher MW, has announced a package of new environmental 
and tourism initiatives for the Kosciusko National Park.. 
A copy of the Minister's statement is attached for your 
information. 

The proposals are conçained in formal amendments to the 
park's Plan of. Management. now adopted following an 
extensive public exhibition and cotturuxiity consultation 

proceis. 

Because of the complex and wide-ranging nature of the 
proposals and community interest in them, the National 
Parks and Wildlife. Service is offering a detailed 
briefing on the initiatives for interested persons and 
organisations. 

Key Service officers will be avañ.lable to explain the 
proposals and to answer any questions. 

Details of the briefing are as follows:- 

DATE: 	Tuesday 3 May 1994 

TIME: • 	2.30 P.M. 

Room - Bligh AB 

	

-- - 
	Campérdown Travelodge 

	

- 	9 Missenden Road' - 
(Cnr Marsden Street) 

Camperdo"2n. 

You are cordially invited to attend and hear details of 
the Service's plans f or one of our state's most valuable 
and most visited National Parks. 

NEIL SHEPHERD 
DIR3CTOR-GENERAL 

øt/o )* 

H 	 jø 

Head Office 
4.3 Bridge Street 
Hurstville NSW 
Australia 
P0 Box 1967 
HurstviUe 2220 
Fax: (02) 585 6555 
TeL: (02) 585 6444 
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The NSW Minister for the Environinefl Mr Chris Harteher, today announced a pacicage OL 

wide-ranging environmental and tourism initiatives for the Kosciusico National Park and the 

Ste'ssli resorts. 

• 	"ma proposals provide a framework for the planned development.alld future management of 

v&itor facilities within the resort areas, while ensuring continued adherence to the highest 

environmental standards," Mr Hartcher said. 

"ToclaY's announcement concludes probably the most exhaustive community consultation 

progsam ever undertaken by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service," said the Minister. 

"The result is an environmentally responsible' package that will also fulfil the ,  needs of the 

Park's three million visitors each year and provide tangible benefits to the community at 

large. Local tourism and employment in partiàular are certain to get a significant boost". 

Initiatives announced by the Minister include: 

Plans to upgrade existing resort facilities to meet recreational needs of visitors in 

'summer as well as winter; 

• 	A proposal for better arrival faèilities and the development of a village centre in 

Perisher Vailey; 

• 	An overall increase of 981 bedi in the  resorts of Perisher' Valley, Guthega and 

Smiggin Holes - a 10% increase on the existing Park accommodation limits; 

• 	Allocation of accommodation to the volunteer Ski Patrols at Perisher Valley, Thredbo 

and Guthega to increase visiwr seMces and safety; 
.../more 
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• 	Relocation of the NPWS Visitàrs' Centre and Regional Office from Sawpit Creek to 

Jindabyne.. to provide a new modern public facility for jOint community and 

government use;: 

	

• 	Allocation of $1 million pa. to progressively seal, the Alpine Way west of 

Thxedbo to the Victorian border, boosting local tourism opportunities; 

	

• 	Proposals for conservation works and public use of three major histOric sites within 

	

• 	the Park - Yarrangobilly Caves House; Currango Homestead and the K.iandra 

Courthouse/Chalet 

• 	Existing accommodation leases due to soon expire will be re-negotiated and extended 

• 	to achieve a common expky date; 

Support for the development of a ski circuit - Australia's first - by the 

• 

	

	Perisher/SmigginS and Blue CowlGuthega operators to enable a more integrated 

approach to resort planning. 

The package also confirms that prbposals for head leases at Perisher, Smiggins and Guthega 

havà been rejected by the State Government asa result of strong representations made during 

the community consultations. 

• 	
Mr Haricher said that over 2,600 writ en submissions were received by the NPWS in response 

to two public discussion papers released on the future of the resort areas and other Park 

issues. Expert advice on safe and sutainab1e development was also received from 

• 	international consultants who helped plan facilities for the Calgary Winter Olympics. 

"The Government isappreciative of the enormous effort by thecommunity and interest groups 

in contributing their ideas and opinions during the consultation period," said the Minister. 

"Today's decisions are in keeping with the bulk of the views expressed by the many 

respondents." 
..frnore 
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The proposa!s. whicharecontAifled in amendments to the Park's Plan of Managèthent 

allow for some further development in existing resort areas, while confirming.that no new 

resorts will be cstablished. Much of the new work is expected to comprise redevelopment 

and modernising of existing lodges and other facilities. 

Mr. Hartther stressed that all new works would bó subject to strict envirDnmental impact 

assessment and detailed resort plans. The increased limits on bed numbers would see is 

gradual expansional accommodation, options over the next decade; 

Commenting on the proposals, the Director-General of the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service, Dr Neil Shepherd, said that sound environmental managmënt and, protection 

of the ICosciusko National Park was the Service's paramount concern. 

"The proposals include a rnajoi program to upgradc th e  environmental standards of 

infrastructure services such as  sewerage treatment, water supply and roads," DrShephetd 

said. 	, 

In addition 1  new funds would be generated for sciàntific researth in other areas of the 

Park beyond the resorts. 

In conjunction with the Environment Prottction Authority, the . Snowy Mountains' 

Engineering Corporation will be engaged as consultants to review and recommend 

further improvements.to  the.Perisher SewerageTreatment Plant. 

"This will complement recent improvements and ensure that the standard of treated 

effluent meets the mast stringent licence conditions. 

"In addition, the University of Canbetra Water Research Centre will continue to he 

engaged as independent consultants, monitoring water quality. 

.../niore 
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"Their wrk on btological, physical and chemical monitoring will cover RockRezisher, 

Spencer. Pipers and Sawpits Créáks. Water quality data will be available for public scrutiny." 

Dr Shepherd said the Service was also keen to build on the already increasing number.of 

visitors during the sumerrnonths and to encourage year-round use and enjoyment of the rn  

Siate's largest National Park. "At the same Ume, these jiroposals will allow the skiing industry 
said Dr Shepherd 

to plan for the future with greater confidence and certainty."  



ACF Forest Campaign 
Australian Conservation Foundation 

	 Group 
33 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

3 August 1994 
	 ph (02) 247 4285 	fax (02) 247 1206 

Dear Friends 

©gs 	© 

and National Forests Campaign 

There is a new National Forests Campaign gearing up with the support of all 
peak groups and many others directly involved in forest protection. The 
campaign focus will be on stopping export woodch ipping and the genuine 
implementation of the conservation provisions of the National Forest Policy 
Statement 

The Forest Campaign Group of ACF and the National Union of Students have 
combined to produce this new poster Forests for Lift - Woodchips Kill 
which will complement the campaign. 

We are enclosing ten posters for your group and for your distribution to 
other groups or individuals which you believe would be interested. 

The posters are donated to your group but we are enclosing a "Request 
for Donation" in the sum of $25 to cover initial production costs, postage 
and allow another print run. If your group cannot afford a donation, please 
use the posters to maximuin effect to raise public awareness. 

If your group wants a bulk order of 50 or more to carry out a community 
awareness campaign in your area (any way you fancy) then we can provide 
these at a very economical rate. 

If your group cannot use the posters please return them and we will pay the 
postage. 

The National Forests Campaign Team is preparing a community information 
leaflet which encourages the public to write to Paul Keating on this issue 
and this will be available in a few weeks. Any community group can 
distribute these and supplies can be ordered from Andrew Beswick at the 
Melbourne Wilderness Society ( 03 670 5229) The budget price is 10-15 
cents each leaflet and their will be a space to put your own group 
identification. 

We have also developed a National Fori 
Australian Democrats which will enable a 
the Environment Minister, John Faulkner, 
extent of public concern on this issue. 
you to widely distribute this to both 
groups. 

st Policy Petition with the 
daily presentation in Parliament to 
to enable him to demonstrate the 
A "master" is enclosed and we ask 
environment and other community 

Please let us know what you think of the poster and we would 
really appreciate your "Donation" to enable us to do another 
print run. 

If you have any enquiries please call me or Margaret Barnes at the Sydney 
ACF office. 

for the Forests 



- National Forest 
Summit C emmunique 

• 18. July 1994-- 	H 
Forests will be a- major Federal election issue, after a Natioral Forest Summit 
of conservation groups from around the country met this weekend. in 
Canberra. 	 -. 

The Summit called on th&Fèderal Environment Minister, Senator John 
Faulkner, to imniediately start thq implementation of the requirements of the 
National Forest Policy Statement; namely to "avoid activities that may. 
sigaificantly affect those areas of old-growth forest or wilderness that are 
likely to have high conàervation value":, 	 - 

As Senator Faulkner has noted, the moratorium clause clearly states that 
logging should be excluded from forests of high conservation value. 

The groips affirmed the shared commitment- to a national campaign to end 
export woôdcbipping from native forSts as soon as pqssible. 

The Summit also called on the Minister to: 

• 	immediateJy implement his promise to issess forests in Tasmania for 
• 	their World Heritage values; and 

• 	ensure that;no further woodchip export licenCes from native 	- 
• -. forests are granted and that all export woodchip operations are 

subject to a Commonwealth environmental, impact assessment. 

The Summit has resulted in-a high level strategy targeted at the Federal 
Government to override the States to ensure forest protectidn. 

All national and regional conservation groups will dedicate their resources to - 
ensure that the promises made by Senator Faulkner are carried through. - 

The Summitagreed withSenawr Fftulkner's recentcoinment thi"it's just 
crazy to be assessing the values of old gi-owth forests while logging them at 
the- sante tithe": 	s - 	- . - 	 - 	- 	- 	- 

The conservtjon groups- attacked the States for not living up to their' 
coñsérvation obligations under the ?4FPS. 	. -. 

Thecredibility of.the NFPS has been irrevocably daiñaged - it is now dead in 
the water:. 

For more -information: 

- . 	AlècMarr mobile 018 55 00. 3 - - . 	
PeterRobertson (06) 257 5122 

The Wilderness Society, Australian Conservation Foundation, Friends of 
• 	the Earth, Environment Victoria, Nature Conservation Council, Western 

- - Australia- Conservation Council,- Queensland Conservation Council, 

Tasmanian Conservation Trust, Western Australian Forest Alliance, -North 

- East Forest Alllanèe, North Coast Environment Council Inc., South East 

- FOrest Alliance, Raintorest information Centre, The Big Scrub Environment 

• Centre, Native Forest Network, Attraljan National Parks Council, Great 

WestemTiers National Park Campaign, Ge-Song Environment Council, • - 

) 	Tasmanian Greens, -Australian -DemOcrats and the OfficeS S!nator • 
airlstabeiamarene • 	• 	• 	 • 
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44anuary 1994. 

bailan Pugh 
FaxO668843O7 
_----. 	- 

iy H 
4 

jfl H cDearDaalan 

P 	 - 	 C 
i i?n faxing you excerpts fmm the Forestay Commission's Annual Report 1992-93. 
Managing Djrécto(s Report asserts that difficulties with the endangered fauna iegslaton 
was thernainreasonlbrwithdrawaloftheDonigoElS. 	 H 

yuriderailng of the situation is thatisanunit 

Thp .jelling of an untruth in an annual report Is adlsciplinaiy offence. 

It IJ " ISO a matter which all Independents would treat senously.  

Can I suggest that you put together all the documents relating to the decision tSwithdraY 
the EIS, including documents obtained under the FOl Act I suggest that you also write tO' 

•.the Directo? General of the NPWS asldng him to confirm or denyDr Dñesima's sent 

sciefl edecé can be obned to gWe the He to Dr Driema's asseon, then you 
r1ight consider the following poibilities 

"• complaining to the ICAC (I do not advise this course) 
complaining to the Office of Public Management 
requesting that the Independents or the ALP raise the mafler by way of cro. 

4I 	exaimnation dunng the Estimates Committee when it inquires into the Forestry 
Commission's accounts 

' 	other Parliamentary action (questions without notice, urgency motions or motions of S 
confidencein the Managing Director of the Forestay Commission) 

l irn also faxing you an excerpt from the Auditor-General's Report on the Forestry 
2Commission which suggests that the new structure for the administration of the Forestry 
Commissiondrvaries somewhat from the lines of responsibility set down by the Act". It is 
auabIe that the stem of adminiUon is indeed contrary to the Act and unlaul. This 
may need to be closely emined by us, although at the moment a breach of the Forestry 

(I, 

	

	Act does not entitle a person without a legal interest in the subject matter of the breach to 
enforce the pvisions of the Act. It does enable, however, a complaint to the Ombudsman. 

Is it worthwhile approaching individual board members with a view to backymunding them 
on the incompetence of the Commission (if they have not already discovered it for 

I themselves)? 

H 	The new State Auditor-General, Tony Harris, is an economic rationalist with some -ysais on 
the lndustiy Commission and in the Federal Treasurer's Office. He is independent of the 
Government. If we can establish, that the Commission is an incompetent manager or, 
because of its lax of environmental sthndas 1  is building into the areas it administers a 

• $ubstantial cost penalty in later yeais, he may decide to engage in a special audit of its 

H 
I H 
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iri'%onment management and protection programmes. His 1993 report is rthnabi 
favourable to the Commission, except for the caveat that the Commission Will, have 
'difficulty achieving a target return rate on its asset base when the native forest and 
'plantations are valued on an appropriate basis. 

Mother matter we could ask the Auditor-General to examine is whether the Commission is 
obtaining an appropriate return from its high conservation vaiue forests (le Dofflgo) which 
'are adjacent to tourism 

Why has the Commission not commissioned a cost-benefit assessment of the transfer of 
its high value conservation forests from logging to recreation? I have constantly urged the 
importance of us establishing that the rate of return from conservation plus ecotourism Is 
'greater than the rate of return from logging. We should encourage the AudTrtor-GeneraJ tdt 
'examine whether both the rate of return to the asset manager (financial analysis) and the 
w&fare benefits (soo-economic cost-benefit to society as a whole) exceed those gained 
from logging. 

matter which you should consider is the atempt by the Commission to improve its 
the community. It has syndicated a newspaper column to more than 30.regionai 
era and magazines and it has hosted 'proactive" tours and inspections ¶or media 
itations specialising in environmental and natural resource matters" (p.32).': 
fly, it is developing a high school teachers' manual "designed to encourage the' 
of forest management and appreciation as part of environmental education". 

It has also prepared a computerized database with the names and addrees of mcse than 
6000 individuals, associations and institutions to "more effectively target information to the 
community and industry". This obviously has a prepay purpose. What relevance to 
Commission functions is the information which is prefened? 

Perhaps an FOl request should be made fur the computerized database. In any event 
there must be close liaison between conservation groups and the Department of Schopi 
Education to ascertain precisely what propaganda the Forestiy Commission will swamp 

• the schools with in its manual. Perhaps we should insist that before the Department of 
>School Education agrees to its distribution and use in schools, that a committee of 

cientists should review it. No doubt the ACF and the NCC have developed close liaison 
withtheDepartxnentonsuthmatters. 

1 am also copying p.34, 69,80, 84 and 88-90. There are no doubt other parts of the report 
which will be of interest to you and I suggest that you obtain your own copy. 

jYoüieshicerdy 	
- 

ROBERTSON 

Jeff Angel 
John Corkill  
Sue Salmon 	 •' 

E 
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6he Hon. Richard 9ones, M.C.C. 



Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 	 - - - 

The Hon. R.S.L. Jones, M.L.C., 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY 2000 

6 UEC 1994 

Dear Mr Jones, 

I am writing to you concerning your letter regarding the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS) (which you also raised at the Joint Estimates Committee No. 2 on 19th 
October) and your earlier representation arising from a letter from South East Forests 
Field Naturalists, also concerning the NFPS. As I stated at the Estimates Committee, I 
am happy to provide information on how New South Wales has honoured its 
obligations under the NFPS. 

The NFPS is a jointly formulated polic y  statement on the future management of 
Australia's forests. The NFPS commits the Governments to a strategy to conserve and 
manage areas of old-growth forests as part of a reserve system. The first step in this 
strategy is a commitment to develop criteria for old-growth forests and then use these 
criteria to assess the conservation values of forests including old-growth values. 

The criteria are being developed by a working group under a Steering Committee of the 
Australia and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) and the 
Ministerial Council on Forests, Fisheries and Aquaculture. NSW State Forests (SF) and 
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) are represented on this working 
group. Once the criteria are finalised, then (conditional on satisfactory agreement on 
criteria by participating governments), assessment of old-growth forest values by.State 
agencies can commence, with a view to establishing a reserve system to protect old-
growth forest and wilderness values. 

The NSW Government has commenced initial assessment of old-growth forests, as the 
first step towards adequate protection. The Joint Old-Growth Forest Project (which you 
raised in the Estimates Committee) is funded by the Natural Resources Audit Council 
(NRAC) and is being jointly undertaken by the NPWS and SF. The Project will refine 
and pilot test a methodology to clearly identify and delineate "old-growth" forests in 
NSW. The project will provide an agreed methodology and approach which will form 
the basis for any future surveys. Development of a methodology for identifying old 
growth forest is the first stage in implementation of a strategy for their conservation and 
management. 

2 

8TH FLOOR, STATE oFFIcE BLOCK. MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000, AUSTRALIA. TEL: 228 5239 FAX: 252 2291 
G.P.O. BOX 5341, SYDNEY 2001 



NSW has in place a system to comply with the NFPS statement that forest management 
agencies should avoid activities that may significantly affect those areas of old growth or 
wilderness that are likely to have high conservation value, until the assessments of 
forests for conservation values to establish a reserve system are completed. Under the 
Timber Industry (Interim Protection) [TI (IP)] Act 1992, forests have been categorised into 
areas which are not to be logged until an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
obtained (ie. Schedule 1), whilst less sensitive, lower value areas have been categorised as 
Other Forest Areas in which logging operations may be carried out pending obtaining of 
EIS', under Schedule 4. 

Upon completion of State Forests' EIS program, all areas covered by the TI (IP) Act will 
have been thoroughly assessed. It should also be noted that the NFPS states that 
Australia will continue to use old-growth timber for many years. 

The Government is also implementing other elements of the NFPS, including the 
formulation of a Private Property Logging Protocol, to meet the NFPS guidelines 
concerning codes of forest practice. Another area where significant progress has been 
made is in encouraging plantations. You may recall that in May this year I announced 
the commitment of $6M to encourage hardwood plantations in joint venture 
agreements with farmers, landholders and investors and reduce the pressure on existing 
forests. This will see the current program of establishing 500 hectares a year, increase to 
2000 hectares in 1994/95. The ultimate goal is to have 100,000 hectares of hardwood 
providing a harvestable, renewable timber resource. 

Further, the Government has recently introduced the Tree Plantations (Harvest Security) 
Bill into Parliament. This Bill is designed to remove impediments to the existing 
harvesting of trees planted for the purpose of producing timber or timber products, so as 
to encourage the establishment of commercial tree plantations. These actions are 
consistent with the thrust of the objectives for plantations in the NFPS. The 
Government is also examining actions to be taken regarding wood pricing and 
allocation. 

In relation to the specific issues raised in your earlier representations on behalf of the 
South East Forests Field Naturalists, I am advised that most consolidated rainforest 
communities occur in flora reserves and national parks and that neither the Southern 
Sassafrass nor the Black Olive-berry is listed as rare or threatened. Prior to logging in 
compartment 2324 of Glenbog State Forest, the rainforest species were identified and 
small consolidated patches were reserved from logging. 

On the issue of the Yellow Bellied Glider and the Sooty Owl, pre-logging surveys detected 
neither of these species in or near the logging area. Compartment 2324 is part of the 
Least Sensitive Area (LSA) which was identified by State Forests in consultation with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). All known occurrences of the Sooty Owl 
were excluded from the LSA. Protection of these two species has been considered by the 
NPWS prior to the issuing of a Section 120 licence to cover logging operations in this 
compartment. 

- 



I am further advised on the issue of water supply that the most obvious reasons for 
reduced stream flows in this area are the low rainfall in recent years and the resultant 
increased irrigation off-take in the Bega Valley. The water level in the Bemboka River is 
also influenced by the operation of Brown Mountain Power Station and controlled 
releases from the Cochrane Dam. State Forests (excluding flora reserves and proposed 
national parks) make up only 18% of the total area of the Bemboka River catchment, 
upstream of Tantawangalo Creek and only one third of this area has been logged since 
1977. It is estimated that 66% of this catchment is freehold land. 

I trust that the above information is of assistance. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Fahey 
Premier 

t. 



rep / glenbog state forest flogging 

6 October 1994 

The Hon John Fahey MP 
Premier of NSW 
and Minister for Economic Development 
8th Floor State Office Block 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

My Dear Premier 

I received this letter from the South East Forests Field Naturalists and I believe you should 
be aware of matters raised in this letter. 

It is abundantly clear to me from my own observations and from photographs and from 
information supplied to me, that you are not abiding by the National Forest Policy which you 
signed personally. 

It would seem to me that State Forests are deliberately flouting the National Forest Policy,, 1  
and perhaps misleading the Minister for Land and Water Conservation in the process. 

I believe that if you are to re-gain credibility with the conservation movement of this State, 
that you should take an active involvement in the National Forest Policy and ensure that areas 
such as this Sassafras-Black Oliveberry rainforest are not logged. 

At Wild Cattle Creek, there are trees there being cut down which are nearly 2,000 years old. 
I am sure that scientists would be happy to verify this for you. 

Its time for you to get involved in this issue if you are to have any chance of winning the 
next election. 

Yours sincerely 

IL. 

RICHARD JONES 

ENCL 



glenbog forest / logging 

6 October 1994 

The Hon Bob Carr Mp 
Leader of the Opposition 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Bob 

I thought it would be worthwhile sending you a copy of this letter I received from Stephen 
Taylor of the South East Forests Field Naturalists. 

It's abundantly clear that the National Forest Policy signed by the Premier is being grossly 
flouted by the State Forests and I am sure with the connivance of the Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation. 

You will note in this letter that Southern Sassafras-Black Oliveberry rainforest is being logged 
in the Glenbog State Forest, even though no mention of this is made in the harvesting plan. 

The other day I got arrested attempting to enter one of the most magnificent forests in New 
South Wales at Wild Cattle Creek. This forest contains trees which I have been told are up 
to 2,000 years old. They are the same size trees as were being logged in Terranea Creek, 
which were verified as being 1,700 years old. 

Tim Robertson has told me that the logging of this area is in fact illegal and no doubt this 
will come out in court in the near future. 

I feel that the Minister for Land and Water Conservation should be held to account for the 
misinformation he has fed the media and for the fact that he has allowed compartments in the 
supposed moratorium area in the South East Forests to be logged in the last few weeks. I feel 
he has conned Parliamentarians into supporting the extension of the Timber Industry 
Protection Act to the South East Forests. We felt that the 200,000 hectares in the moratorium 
was in fact a genuine moratoium and not a Clayton's moratorium. 

I feel that Peter Macdonald, Clover Moore and John Hatton would also feel that they have 
been conned into believing that the area would be protected. If I had known that logging 
would continue within the moratorium area, I would never have supported the extension of 
the Timber Industry Protection Act to the South East Forests. 

Best Wishes 

Yours sincerely 

'1 

RICHARD JONES 

ENCL 
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NATURE (ONSERUATION 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION CÔtJNCII 
39 GEORGE ST 	. 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 420041 2228 
FAX:(02) 247 545 

MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASEO.MED 

.nsw 

ar 1994. 

CONSERVATION PEAK GROUP WILL OPPOSE S.E. T.I.(LP.) BILL 

"The Nature Conservation Councilof NSW.has reaffirmed opposition to the 
Timber Industry [Interim Protection] Act 1992, and wifi resist moves bythe NSW 
Covçrnment tointroduce a second TIOP) Bill and allow logging in:the South 
East forests without Environmental Impact Assessthent" said Sid Walker, the 
Council's EAecUtive Officer. 	 . 
'The plan to introduce a second fl(IP) Bill is beixkg sold as 'environmentally 
friendly'. But any attempt tocany out intensive logging iii. nativç forests 
without first producing an ElS is repügnaüt" said Mr Walker. 
"A Second TI(IP) Bill may well put large areal of forest under moratorium, but 
the government dearly plans to log thtn eventually. If not, it would do the right 
thing by declaring these areas National Parks and coiiserving them for posterity. 
Maanwhile under a TffIPAct. non-moratorium' areas could be logged to the 
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SOUTH EAST 
FOREST ALLIANCE 

SHOP 1. GLOUCESTER WALK SS CIJMBERIAND STREET 

SYDNEY. N.S.W. ZLJ&JO 
Me a La fl e teas e 
29 July 1994 	 Ph; (02) 247 1737 

Fax: (02)247 7118 
Attention chief of Staff/Environment Reporter 

State Forests of ficials will be confronted by loal conservatioaists 
today as they attempt to .clearfefl National Estate Listed old growth 
Lot at in the . Cooi.any'ubr& Wilderness. 

"This logging is illegal and in direct contravention of statements by 
the Forests Minister, George Sotmis, to Parliament in April this year 
said Noel Plumb, spokepersoa Lox the South EcsL For t. Alla.ance. 

"We have legal advice that State Forests cou.Ld not possibly justify 
logging in this area (campartzent 1451) before a comprehensive survey 
on old growth values had been carried out in the South East Forests - 
Even the Minister admitted in Parliament that such a survey was 
lacldng", said Mr PWmb 

State Forests is also defying the authority of Parliament which 
approved interim timber supplies to the south east region drawn from 
designated areas on the basis of the Minister's statement that "The 
neas where ]ngjinj wilL procsd have been restricted to te 
identified in consultation with the National Paric and Wildlife 
Service as the least sexitive areas." 

Compartment 1451 is clearly not on the Government' s map of those 
areas to be used for inter in suppLy or even to be included in tb.a 
next Environmental rnnact Statement for logging by State Forests. 

The Minister and the Premier have not responded to repeated requests 
from the Alliance and Derrocrat' s K? Richard Jones to ta.tce urgent 
action to rein in State Forests and'stop the destructiot of 
Compartment 1451. 

"Once again conservationists have to stand in front of the buLLdozers 
and risk injury and arrest because this government lacks the guts to 
take on an out of control state Forests whicri is defying the clear 
intention of Par J,.jajaent and the Minister's statennts" • Mr Plumb 
said - 

We demand to Iciow tthat the. Miniter is doing to rein in State Forests 
or uttether be is going to admit that he has mislead gar1iazent on the 
issue'. Mr P1'.ut concluded. 

Further infonuation:- Noel Plumb 247 4714 (until 9-00 pm) 
817 5240 (hone) 

sear.D!4 	 - 
John Fahey 
Richard Jones 
Bob Carr 
Ted Pickering 
George Souris 
All Major NSW Media 



It is my impression that urban bushland as faunal habitat for native fauna other than birds, 
has been written off by many biologists - it is assumed that mu'ch of the l arger: fauna is 
locally extinct and that much of the fauna that may occur is introduced. Before we can 
manage urban bushland for fauna we must have more up to date andaccurate data. 
We cannot rely on supposition. 

Threats to Fauna 

That said, it is undoubtedly true that the populations of many animals have declined in 
urban areas (although a number of birds have increased, for example; silver gull, pied 
currawong, sulphur crested cockatoo and galah) and some species appear to have 
suffered local extinction. 

We need to identify the threats to the fauna and seek to mitigate them# As with managing 
flora and vegetation, a management goal of self sustainability cannot be met unless the 
threatening processes are controlled. 

Fragmentation 

A small, isolated area of bushland will not maintain the same species diversity nor 
population numbers of a larger area. This is true not just on a unit area basis; an area 
embedded within a larger area of continuous bush will support greater diversity than 
exactly the same area in isolation. 

The impacts of fragmentation will be greater on larger animals, with greater habitat 
requirements and lower population densities, but there is little data to assess the impacts 
on invertebrates. 

Fragmentation has happened and in most cases the impacts cannot readily be undone. 
As Sydney continues to grow we need to ensure that 'new' urban bushland isn't merely 
what's left over after development, but is specifically selected in advance and that the 
fragmentation effects are minimised. In some instances it may be possible to create 
corridors between existing fragments, thus reducing their isolation. In the case of birds, 
and posèibly some insects, suburban gardens already provide de facto corridors; 
provision of corridors for mammals and herpetofauna will be more difficult. 

Small population size 

Small isolated populations may undergo genetic drift or suffer from the adverse 
consequences of inbreeding. Again such problems are more likely to be experienced 
by vertebrates than invertebrates which; in general, will have higher population densities. 
Small populations are also always at risk of local extinction following catastrophic 
disturbances - even though in larger less isolated populations the disturbance may be a 
predictable event (ie. fire, or storm), from which recovery by recolonisation would be 
expected. 

- 	100 



FROM 12.22.1994 	21:49 	 P.1 

'J'O: ENVIRONMENT AND POLITICAL ItEPORTERS 

George Souris, NSW Minister for Forests has isued the attached media release. 

The release supports Senator Faulkner's, position on using scientific experts from the 
Conservation movement to assist him with the idenlifleation of old growth forests of 
high conservation value. 

This is yet another slap in the face for the Federal Resources Minis(er, Mr Beddall who 
ignored Senator Faulkner's advice. 

For more information contact: Stephen Taylor H.AppSc. liFe, ph: 02 230 2:023 

: 



FROM 	 12.22.1994 	21:49 	 " 	 P. 2 

t.t, 	
4$lW 	MINISTER FOR MEDIA RELEASE 	 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 

22 DOcember 1994 

On 7 October, 1.994 I made comments and remarks on ABC Radio concerning survey work 
carried out by Mr Stephen Taylor,in Olenbog State Forest. In the South East Forests and on 
Mr Taylor's comments on the result of his work. 

In my statement t questioned Mr Taylor's credentials, I called him extreme in view, I said that 
he was panicipating in a hunger strike and demonstrating In Sydney. I said that he was 
engaged In a clandestine study and that he knew he was tying when he discussed the issue of  
logging the old 5rowth forest In Olenbog Stew Forest. 

It has been drown to my attention that my remarks were incorrect and without foundation. I 
unreservedly withdraw these remarks. I had no intention of making comments defamatory of 
Mr Taylor and iegret that I may have unintentionally caused him any hurl. 

.,.,ends 

1, 

Level 3  State Of (Ice Block Macqunrie Street Sydney NSW Zt)ohi 
Cont,icl: Robert Haynes t'lwne (02) 228 161414 Pin. (('2) 2244 MWI MUUIIL' (OLd) 21) 22143 



FROM 	 12.22.1994 	21:16 	 P. 1 

MEDIA RELEASE MINISTER FOR 
LAND AND WAfl CONSERVATION 

22 December 1994 

On 7 October,1994 I made comments and remarks on ABC Radio concerning survey work 
carried Out by Mr Stephen Taylor in Gienbog State Porest in the South East Forests and on Mr Taylor's comments on the result of his work. 

In my tiemnt iqueijoned Mr Taylor's credentials, I called him extreme in view, I said that he 
was participating in a hunger strike and demonstrating in Sydney. I said that he was  engaged In a clandestine study and that he knew he was lying when he discussed she issue of logging the old growth forest in Gienbog State Forest. 

It has been drawn to my attention that my remarks were incorrect and without foundation. I 
unreservedly withdraw these remarks. I had no intention of making comments defamatory of 
Mr Taylor'and regret that I may have unintentionally caused him any hurt. 

..,.ends 

ft 

Level i StaLt' Office Block Miwijuarit Street Sydiwy MW 201i1i 
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SENPTOR I. DEVERELJX 

8 December 1994 

MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE 

80.3% 'no' to woodchipping: Ncwspoll survey 

80.3% of Australians du not approve of trees from Australia's native forests 
being fellS and exported as woodchips to Japan. 

These are the results of a survey conducted by Newspoll in five capital cities last 
weekend and released today by conservation groups. 

'This poll proves beyond any shadow of doubt that Australians from every walk of 
life areunequivocally opposed to the export woodchipping of native forests', said 
said Linda Parlane, Campaign Coordinator with Environment Victoria. 

'The Keating Government's imminent decision on woodehip licences will reveal Its 
responsiveness to community views on this issue: At least 764 forest areas with high 
conservation value are under immediate threat from logging and woodchipping in 
Victoria, Tasmania, and Western Australia', said Mr. Kevin Parker, National 
Campaign Co..ordinator of the Wilderness Society. 

Trime Minister Keating can now move decisively to protect our native forests 
knowing he has the overwhelming support of Australians', said Mr. Peter Wright, 
Biodiversity Campaigner for the Australian Conseryation Foundation. 

'The poll confirms previous surveys that a decision by the Keating Government to 
end export woodchlpping In native forests would gain clear support from the vast 
majority of Australians', she added. 

'As a minimum he needs to ensure that the 764 identified areas of high conservation 
forests are protected from woodchipping'. 

80.3% of people surveyed are opposed to e port woodchipping; 11,7 0/D are in favour, 
while 8.0% remaIn undecided. 

The NiwspoIl survey found revealed that woodehipping and export of native forests 
isopposed.by:  

• 83.2% of blue collar workers and 75.3% of white collar workers 
•86.5% of women and 73.7% of men. 

	

For further infonnation call Ms Linda Parlane 	015 103 063 

	

Mr Kevin Parker 	018 449 080 
Mr. Peter Wright 
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94/620 

MEDIA RELEASE 

REGROWTH NOT OLD GROWTH! 

23 DGcember 1994 
I.  

'The Prime Minister's statement on wood chipping is again just a sweetener 
to help the medicine go down. But if old growth forests are to be included 
in the S million tonne quota, then the medicine just won't go down !", said 
Senator Lees. 

"l'hc volume of wqod.chips may well be fixed at 5 million tonnes, but the 
type of trees felled to make up that amount is not specified". 

"If the woodchlp licences that have been signed are legally binding and 
irrevocable, then the Democrats locus will have to be on making sure that 
the trees to be chopped down are regrowth, and not old-growth trees". 

"There may be a range of powers available to the Environment l4llnister 
Senator John Faulkner, and possibly also to the Minister for Aboriginal and 
Tones Strait Islander Affairs Mr Tickner, to ensure that our heritage is not 
trashed", said Senator Lees. 

2 	 FOR MORE INFOBMATXON CONTACT: 

Senator Meg Lees on (08) 295 8911 (offica) 
or 8*6 5876 (howe after 5.00pm) 

q 
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TO: ENVI RONMI3NT AND OLIT1CAL ltEPOjflgs 

George Srnaris, NSW Minister for Forests has issued the attached media release, 

The release supports Senator Faulkners, position on using scientific experts fiorn the 
conservefion movement to assist him with the identiflcat ion of old growth focsts of 

	

high conservation value, 	 I 
This is yet' another slap in the face for 010 Federal Resources Minister, Mr lteddaII who 
ignorcd Senator Faulkner's advice, 

For more inforniation contact: Stephen Taylor B.AppSc. AlEc. ph:  02 230 2023 

M 	 MED 	 iNISTER P0kIA RELEASE 
LAND AND WATER CONSUVATION 

22 December 1994 

On 7 October.1994 I madc comments and remarks on ABC Radio concerning survey work 
carried out by Mr Stephen Taylor in Gienbog State Forest in the South East Porests atid on 
Mr Tayloñ: commen on the EOSUIL of his work. 

In my statement I questioned Mr Taylor's credentials, I called him extreme in view, I said that 
he was panlclpating in it hunger strike and demonstrating In Sydney. I said that he was 
engaged in a clandestine study and that he knew he was lying when he discussed the issue of 
togging the old growlh forest in Olenbug State Forest. 

It has been drewn to my attention that my remark5 were Inconect and without foundation. I 
unruervodly withdraw these remarks. I had no intention of making comments defamatory of 
Mr Taylor and regret that I may hove unintentionally cau*ed him any hurl. 

....ends 	 . 	. 	 . 

V.,. 

Lafll 3 Stoic 010cc DiocI MacqtuuriQ Strtet Sydney NSW 201111 
Cenr,icl: Ritgrt Hayncs Phone (02)221 16MN I'u (02) 22K II'I Mobile (flU) 2022143 



NORTH COAST ENVIRONMENT CO4JNCIL inc. 
Hon. Sec. Mr Jim Tedder, Pavans Road, Grassy Head via Stuart Point 2441.IPhIF2X 065 690 802 

Woodchip Minister setba4k by 
Federal court decisioi 

Federal Minister for Resources David Beddall today suffered a major set Yack in his plans for 
the Federal ecision of increases in export woodchipping from the north coast of NSW following a 

Court in Sydney to grant 'standing' to the North Coast Enviruanrent Council nc. 

Mr Justice Sackville, today found in favour of the North Coast F4nvironn cut Council Inc. and 
upheld their right to require the Minister for Resources to justify and e jlain his decision to 
further licence BORAIL subsidiary, Sawmillers Export P/L for the continued export of woodchip. 

The legal action was brought under the Commonwealth Administrative Deci: 
Act 1977. 

ons (Judicial Review) 

"The Minister repeatedly refused to recognise the North Coast Enviruumen Council's rights as a 
party naggrievedo by his decision to continue to licence the export of woc Ichips from the NSW 
north coast Mr Beddall did not accept that he must be publicly accountabF for his decisions, nor 
did he recognise the massive groundswell of public opinion opposed to more export woodchipping. 

'The Minister's views have been shown to be wrong at law by the Feder tI Court The decision 
means that theMirñster must now provide to the Environment Council his I indings of fact and the 
reasons on which he based his decision to issue a further woodchip exporl licence to Sawmillers 
Export P/L,' said Council President Mr Terry Parichouse. 
Mr Parkhouse said that the 15 month export licence, issued by Mr Beddall in October 1994 to the 
BORAL subsidiary, "flouted the policy announced by Prime Minister Keatin in 1992 to end export 
woodchipping by the year 2000 1 . 

'Mr Beddall must now publicly explain why he has rejected Commonwealth Government Policy'. 

Co-ordinator of the legal action for the Envinument Council, Mr John Cork ill said that the Federal 
Court judgement was a precedent setting ruling which would have cord wing significance for 
environment groups seeking accountability of Federal Ministers. 
He said that ohce Mr Beddall's facts and reasons were provided they would I e closely scrutinised- 

"It is very likely that the Environment Council will mount a further Federal Court challenge on the 
'reasonableness' of the findings and reasons supplied by the Minister in a attempt to modify or 
overturn the woodehip export licence. 
Mr Coricill said that while costs had been awarded against the Minister, di aations for the further 
legal action were being actively áolicited in anticipation of a lengthy and xpensive main hearing 
later in 1995. He said that North Coast Environment Council Inc had beer granted tax deductible 
status, allowing donors to claim back from their taxable income, the costs ol any donations made. 

...... 
For more information Phone 
Mr Terry Parthouse 065 690 771 h &/or Mr John Corkili 066 2132 781 
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Faulkner's woodcbip*dvke: "in environmental milestone" 
77 . 

The conservation movement today backed Environment Minister John Faulkner's recommendations on the 
woodchip licences as setting new standards for forest protection around Australia. The advice froin the 
Environment portfolio has vindicated the conservation movements stand on the destructive impact of 
woodchipping on Australia's forests. The Environment Minister's advice is clearly an environmental 
milestone for forest conservation in Australia. 

The conservation movement is concerned that xxx of the areas it identified as of high conservation value 
have been left off the list of Senator Faulkner's advice. We will be calling on Senaior Faulkner to 
reconsider adding these these area to his advice. 

This is the first serious attempt by any state or federal government to implement the moratorium clause of 
the National Forest Policy. That clause states that "forest management agencies will avoid activities that 
may significantly affect those areas of old-growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high 

conservation value.' 

It is also the first step in ensuring that another of the Policy's promises is put in place - a national reserve 
system to protect old-growth and wilderness forest on public land by the end of 1995, and on private land 
by the end of 1998. 

The conservation movement now calls on the Prime Minister to make sure that Resources Minister Beddall 
filly implements Senator Faulkner's advice. If Labor wants to be seen as a party concerned for the 
environment, Prime Minister Keating must back Senator Faulkner in the same way that Bob Hawke backed 
Graham Richardson. 

If Senator Faulkner's advice is flilly implemented it will be the first step on the long journey to the 
permanent protection of Australia's native forests. 

For further information contact: 

National 	Alec Mart, Wilderness Society 	. 	 015 805 850 
Barmy Trail, Environment Victoria 	 015 103 063 
Peter Wright, Australian Conservation Foundation 022474285 

Tasmania 	Geoff Law, WIlderness Society 

NSW 	 John Corkill, North East Forest Alliance 
Noel Plumb, South East Forest Alliance 
Sid Walker, Nature Conservation Council 

Victoria 	Linda PaHane Environment Victoria 
Fenella Bany, Wilderness Society 
Louise Matthieson, Friends of the Earth 

WA 	 Peter Robertson, W. A. Forest Alliance 

015 805 850 

066 213 278 
02247 1737 
022474206 

03 654 4833 
015 310 995 
03419 8700 

092200651 



THE WILDERNESS SO(IETY 
NEWS RELEASE 

Thursday, 15th December 1994 

TWS CALLS FOR POLICE INVESTIGATION INTO 'REAL 
POSSIBILITY OF LOGGER'S BREACH OF FAUNA LAW' AS 

PROTESTER APPEAL REACHES NEW STAGE 

The Wilderness Society (TWS)today called for action by NSW Police to filly 
investigate the killing of endangered fauna and damage to the habitat of 
endangered fauna by loggers operating in high conservation value forest areas 
in NSW. The logging is highly controversial and may breach State 
environmental laws and the Federal-State National Forest Policy. 

The call follows a decision of the Court of Criminal Appeal in Sydney today 
on a stated case from a conservationist Mr Gerard Keenan who was convicted 
in 1993 under s.545B of the CrimesAct in 1993 for 'hindering the lawfiil 
activity' of a logger carrying out woodchip and sawlog operations in old 
growth forest at Badja State Forest near Cooma in south east NSW. No 
Environmental Impact Statement or Fauna Impact Statement had been 
completed at the time Mr Keenan was arrested while peacefully protesting. 

In the course of Mr Keena.n's first appeal to the District Court Judge Bell 
sitting at Cooma heard evidence of endangered species - Tiger Quoll and 
Squirrel Glider - in the area and said "There is ... a real possibility that in 
the course of the intended logging activities Mr O'Reilly might have 
convnitted a breach of s 99 [National Parks,& Wildl4fe Act]." 

In today's decision the Court of Criminal Appeal (Hunt CJ, Dowd & 
McInerney JJ) said that a cruciaj element in proving an offence under s.545B 
was the state of mind of Mr Keenan: 

"the prosecution must eliminate any reasonable possibility that the 
defendant'cpurposein hindering..., was to compel [the other person] to 
abstain from doing S act where the defendant honestly and reasonably 
believed[the] other person had no right to do so." 

... /z 



The CCA referred the matter back to the District Court to resolve the issue of 
Mr Keenan's actual state of mind re legality of the operations. 

Spokesperson for TWS, Mr Tom McLoughlin said today "The Ia.wfiulness of 
logging in high conservation value forests in NSW has been a subject of 
intense controversy and dispute for years - in the forests, the courts and in 
Parliament and the political arena. The present federal government process - 
to exclude forests from export woodchip licences - followed by serious 
industry restructuring and assistance to displaced workers would go a long 
way to resolve this issue. 

"But until forest protection occurs we believe the NSW police.should 
investigate whether loggers are commiting offences under section 99 of the 
National Parks & Wi1dlfe Act. We believe these offences may be occuring in 
many out-dated forestry operations in south east and north east NSW. 

"We will be writing to the NSW Police Commissioner and the National Parks 
& Wildlife Service drawing their attention to the need to investigate whether 
loggers are committing offences against endangered fauna. It is important 
police enforce the environmental laws of the land" concluded Mr 
McLoughlin. 

More information: Tom McLaughlin tel. 02/267 7929 or 365 3837 

0 



MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDLA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... Wed, 16 Nov, 1994 

PLANTATIONS. BILL: CARR MUST INTERVENE 
"The NSW ALP is taking a reckless approach to the Government's mischievous and 

misleadingly-titled Tree Plantations 1-Jarvest Security Bill 1994", Sid Walker, Executive 

Officer of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW said today. 

"We urge Bob Carr to take direct charge and over-ride his Shadow Forestry Spokesman Bob 

Martin. Labor should send the Bill to Committee, to allow adequate time for Parliamentary 

scrutiny of its controversial provisions. At the very least, it must support Clover Moore's 

amendments to the Bill which rectify the most offensive aspects of the Bill. 

"As drafted, it is a back-door 'resource security' Bill, likely to encourage clearance native 

vegetation and conversion of public and private native forests to tree farms. 

"It is sadly predictable that, in the dying days of this Parliament, the Government should 

usethis Bill, with its innocuous title, as a vehicle to push through anti-environhient 

measures to pander to rural rednecks. 

"But who could have predicted that the ALP would fall straight into the National Party's 

trap? Along with Bob Martin's recent statement that Labor will allow grazing in National 

Parks, this signals that the ALP has a disposable commitment to the environment. 

"In its current form, the 'Tree Plantations Harvest Security Bill 1994': 

• 	is anti-wildlife and pro-extinction. 

• 	could be used to give 'resource security' over many native forests, is likely to 

encourage native vegetation clearance. 

• 	fails to address the real concerns of the plantation industry - an industry which 

conservationists, wish to support and encourage. 

• 	may push environmentalists and the plantation industry into needless conflict, which, 

would decrease the industry's security. 

• 	disregards principles agreed by industry and the conservation movement in a 

Government-organised consultation process. 

For more information contact Sid Walker on 02 247 4206 (w); 02 305 090 (Ii) 



Ac) i: 	Australian Conservation Foundation (A.R.B.N.aol 49e 482) 	 - 

33 George Street Sydney NSW 2000 
Telephone: (02) 247 4285 Fax: (02) 247 1206 

it: Media Campaign - "Call Paul" 

16th November, 1994 
Attn: George Negus 
via facsimile 

Dear George, 
The A.C.F is cooperating with The Wilderness Society and many other local, 
regional and State forest conservation organisations in a national campaign to end 
xport woodchipping and protect forests of high conservation value. 

The current phase of the campaign is directed at the Federal Government, who are 
currently considering renewing licences to export woodchips. The industry is 
felling trees many hundreds of years old, some in wilderness areas, and exporting 
the vast bulk of them to Japan as woodchips. Japanese companies use them to 
make paper, some of which is impotted back into Australia. 

We are seeking your help in a media campaign: "Call Paul". The campaign will 
feature prominent people calling the Prime Minister (in phone booths, on mobile 
phones etc.) to call for an end to export woodchipping and the prQtection of high 
conservation value forests. We hope in this way to persuade large number of 
people to also "Call Paul". 

Vince Jones commenced the campaign in Canberra last week. 

The Government's decision is expected within weeks, so we are hoping to arrange 
a media photo opportunity in next week. We would be very gratefulif you could 
participate there, or in.some other way. 

We would also appreciate you passing our idea on to any others who may be able 
to help in this campaign. 

If you can participate please contact Biodiversity Campaigner Peter Wright or 
myself regarding this sometime soon (Ph: 02 247 4285, Fax: 02 247 1206). Thanks. 

Yours sincerely, 

Libby Diedrich 
Administration/Campaigns Assistant. •6' 



Australian Conservation Foundation A.R.B.N.007 498 482) 

A C F 33 George Street Sydney NSW 2000 
Telephone:(02) 247 4285 Fax: (02) 247 1206 

Celebrities to track down 

Ask Penny Figgis if she knows how to get in touch with these people or any 
others. 5 -0( 	 La•a, e_  

v 
/ John Williamson Fax letter to 349 8635 

Lorraine Bayley 
4ack Thompson 

Ndni Hazelhurst 
"Pat Cash 
.V*endy Harmer 	Fax letter to her at 2DAY-FM 	 1...-... 

Michael Leunig 	Try th,e Melbourne Age? 	 0t,j 
vatrick Cook 	Try the Independent Monthly 
lTeean Kitson 	ABC TV should have a contact.  

Glynn Nicholas  
ough Whitlam Parliament House in Canberra should have his office no 

jeanine Haines 
c/Angry Anderson Ring Midday Show for number 

Aim Winton 
uth Cracknell 	ABC TV should have a contact. 

Morris West 
Tom Kenneally 

"Peter Carey 
David Williamson 
Colleen McCulloch 
Sally Morgan 

4hillip Adams 	Call ABC Radio National for contact 
44agda Szubanski Call Artists Services Mgmt in Melbourne for contact 
Tom Uren 	Call Milo for number 
Dr Jim Cairns 	Tom Uren should have his contact 

c/Penny Cook 
Cathy Freeman 	 . 
Kieran Perkins 
Eric Bogle 

"John Clarke 	Call A Current Affair at Channel 9. 
vCary Macdonald ABC TV should have a contact. 
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Croobyar Blockade Ph: OlE 970017 
or lndra-06 2575122 I 06249 1163 

raci--flinrirndn . 

at Croobyar State For st is tiang viiited daily by concerned local 
ievisitors are appalled at the damage created by thelogging 
he trees that have been removed,artd the fact that no environment or hiave been done in the area. 	 : • . • 	 - • 

.vebeexi very supportive, bringing fresh food and water and offering 
thatve are hereto protect a beautifuJ .paitof their community area or its scenic buhwalking and eco-towisth values,?'Lisa, one of: the 
'Pigeonhouse Mouzttairi and the Btdawang Wilderness is renowned 
UhibS and bush walkers, and contains rainforests, caves, sacred 
)sSiIS thatspeak of the millions of years of evolutjonpf these old 
iginthese areas is just short-sighted lunacj'." . 

area is lis Led in the High Conservation Value (1KV) Report, recently 
eral EnvironmentMjnjster, Mr. John Faulkner, and immediate action 
2raI Government toavoid further damage. Since the Blodcade began 
agered species such as the Powerful, and Sóoty'Owls, and the Yellow-
n bbservedin the surrounding area. 

: 

here the logging has been halted is the doorway to other areas 
n to log next year.  The Blockaders intend to hold strong, and 
ortditions under which the tethporarylicence "to take or kill 
is approved by Nationaf Parks and Wildlife. They also ietl the public 
0 see the environmental and fauna impact statements and the for the region. 	

. 	 . 

torn the Aboriginal Embassy in Canberra are at the blockade and in 
te local Aborigintal Land Cbuncjls. One of the representatives frpm 
FErgusoniald, "Our sacred sites, niedicinal, and food supplies are 
yëdby a commercially driven society. We Aboriginal Australians 
ty local Aboriginal tribes are not reápectfqily consttecj with, by the 
he continuous exploitation of ouriand" •. 	 .• 	 • 

the blockade site joined hands in s6li4arity with those involved in 
e forest protection blockades around Australia. 'This is not an 
a Esguerra froth the Wilderness Society said, "We are .continuously 
oündthecoiritryofbreacJ'je of the moratorium clause of the ;tatement, which was signed by Prime !vlinister Paul Keating, and mier,induc1ing our own, Jobn.Fahey; The Baternans Bay Forestry 
t from the process ofreparing environmental and fauna impact ng this situation tothe full extent of the law," she added. We are • support the local cOpimunity in their efforts to protect their special sin economic plu.nderixig of HCV forests." 

cpmmuthty, police; conservationists, and State Forest. 
duled over the next 24 hours. Media should contact Peter; Christliw or lndraEsguerra at the Wil4ernëss Society (0) 257 5122. 



To achieve this the environment movement would need to be resourced to employ: 

• 	one full-time National Waste Reduction Coordinator, 
• 	four full-time National Waste Reduction Issue Convenors (ie. one for each of the 

priority areas; household hazardous waste reduction, home and municipal scale 
• 	composting, cradle to grave responsibility from industry, and government 

purchasing policies and programs), 
• 	• 	eight full-time State Waste Reduction Officers (ie. one in each state/territory), 

• 13 casual National Waste Reduction Steering Committee Members (ie. one 
Conervation Council representative for each state/territory full-time position 
and one national group representative for each 'national' full-time position). 

In addition, the existing support offered to local government in the form of 
Environmental Resource Officers (EROs) should be expanded to include a National 
Waste Reduction Resource and Liaison Officer for Local Government. Such a 'waste-
specific ERO' would be able to facilitate the exchange of information from the rest of 
the National Waste Reduction Network, through the existing network of EROs, to 
local iovernment, and visa-versa. It could be expected that the National Waste 
Reduction Resource and Liaison Officer for Local GovernmentS would provide special 
attention to areas which do not have an ERO. 

Appendix II identifies some of the responsibilities envisaged for these personnel. 

Appendix Ill sets out the proposed structure of the Network. 



6. 
CROOBYAR 

We make homes n the forest I®R I 
like our ancestors 

Collect wood for the fires at night 

to warm our souls and the earth 

And the trees protect us and 

Shelter the many dreams 

and we live with the peace 

for it surrounds us each moment and the summer 

breeze soothes the expectations 

of life's trickery and pain 

For we only have now 

And these tall proud trees as our search 

for peace means nought if we haven't 

each other 

002 

I 	/ 

/ 
	I" 

s / 	
And tomorrow they may bring the bulldozers 

and our sanctury may one day be 

another car park 

And all the old people and the 

children will have to sing the songs 
11 
I I 	of when the forest did no harm. 	\'\ 

C-. 	 Winjata Nov '94 
Croobyar Forest Blockade 



Budget 
- -4 

Based on: 

• One-time cost to advertise for and hire personnel 

• Salary for full-time personnel (up to) 

• Salary-related on-costs for full-time personnel at 5% of salary (up to) 

• Overheads for full-time personnel at 25% of salary & on-costs (up to) 

• Travel & accommodation expenses for full-time personnel 

• Supplementary travel & accommodation expenses 

for State Officers in WA & NT and the National Co-ordinator 
-.4 

• Publications (production, printing, and distribution) 

• Misc expenses including: purchase of reports, subscriptions, 

conference enrolments, computer software & networking 

• Sitting fees for steering committee members 
(@ $50/person/hr x 4hrs/mth x 12 mths/yr for mthly PLUs) 

• National PLUs 

• Costs associated with disbursement & acquittal of all monies by 
the national co-ordinator (except his/her salary) and for, admin and 
funds management by the PCO responsible for receipt of the 

original payment by the Commonwealth (@ 5% of all the above) 

Per Unit Annual cost Multiplier Ii1 

$750 13 $9,750 

$38,000 13 $494,000 

$1,900 13 $24,700 

$9,975 13 $129,675 

$4,000 13 $5,000 

$6,000 3 $18,000 

$50,000 I $50,000 

$35,000 I $35,000 

$2,400 13 $31,200 

$500 12 $6,000 

$42,516 

10Th!! 
	

$892,841 

Note: 	Employment of the 'Waste Reduction Resource and Liaison Officer for Local Government' is anticipated to occur 
with funds provided by the Commonwealth as part of its program to support the employment of Environmental 
Resource Officers. Thus, funding for this position is not considered above. 

Thus, an annual budget allocation of $893,000 per year for four years is sought. 

Options 

The least disruptive means of reducing the cost of this proposal would be to scale 
down the hours of work for all personnel. If a scaled down proposal is required to 
meet budgetary constraints, a reduction in costs could be achieved by moving to a 
part-time situation where Network personnel are employed for 3 days per week. 

However, this would be problematic for a number of reasons, including the fact that: 

• 	it would allow little more than basic maintenance of the Network; 	- 
• 

	

	different days of work for different personnel would cause the partial breakdown 
and inefficient operation of the Network; 

• 	host organisations would be forced to provide cover, to some extent, during the 
absence of Network personnel. 

A Network employing personnel for 4 days per week would be far more manageable 
and productive than a Network employing personnel for 3 days per week. 

Peter Hopper 
Project Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
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WELCOMES PuLL 
SUPPORT FOR LOGGJNI; OF 

POREST5;. 

GOVERNMENT 
NATIVE 

The Executive Director of the National Assoclnflon of ,  Poresj' Industries, Dr Robert Rain today Welcomed the statement by Resourcf a Minister, Mr David Ueddall that the CQvernmeiit aees the eontij0, of logging In our linhive forests as an Inregril fIrt vi the Nation Forest Policy Srntement (NFL'S). 

'The Coveniment clearly recognises that NBOUrCS aecurity urideithe NEZ'S is the 
key 

ic, in vesnnefl( AIJ employment o well a pod tIwlrosmentsj Jflana$e,nent" Dr Bain laid 

"lmplelnentation of the NFL'S will finally e,tab:lsli a 
•ystezii of forest reserves and niulliple use areas that will ensure stustalnabje muiagemene of AuMrqJ lee forests". 

"WV aJtj WVICQLIIC the MiflJfite.r( hflhinhipcernptt (lint tire (IntL 'tag, of the Joint Commonwealth - Qusensiatd cotnproJ%Qn,jve Regionai Assessment 
(CRA) of foreat under the hJP5 has begun and that arrangomagtu are nearly finafised in Victoria', Dr Rain said. 

"We have been most Concerned at delays in the CPA proceu and urge the Federal and State Governments to flwvg as quickly as possible town this path'. 

SpeakLng at the AUSTIS 94 conf,r,nc In Maryavift.,, Victoria, where Mr Btddalz made 
his Aflhouncement, Dr Rain flEd, 'The directioji of the Nis and 

of the ifldtisfry development ha now been 
Pndoz'sed by flultleruu, independent Inquiries and the soo.y wo act 11w better." 

Dr 
Bain •tton5ly Supported Mr Deddall's statemeju, "What 

wq have In the NFL'S is a 
cleat way ahead I belltve that the responsIble ports of the cnnftervatlon movement know this and •t1ppert It." 

Contact, 	R2btrt CaIn (028) 62279 

cc5C) 



to identify clear targets such as a 30% per capita reduction in 
consumption by the Year 2010 or better; 

ensure that true cost water pricing be operational by the Year 2000; 

ensure that a comprehensive demand management strategy is based 
on additional supplies from onsite harvesting of rainwater and re-use; 
more efficient water usage systems (eg. efficient appliances, reduced 
leakage and wastage); mandatory water efficient appliances for all new 
buildings and renovations; comprehensive cost-effective financial 
incentive schemes to promote the uptake of water efficient appliances; 
and 

to enact legislation to require that all water is managed on the basis of 
ecological sustainabiity, and that standards be enforced. 

Late Motion 3- Welcome Reef Dam 
Submitted by the Australian Conservation Foundation (Sydney 
Branch) 

THAT noting and commending the. Australian Capital Territory's 
Strategy for Future Water Supply for the ACT, the NCC calls upon the 
NSW Government to: 

ensure.that future development in the Sydney-to-Canberra corridor 
and associated areas is based on ecologically sustainable water use; and 

discourage any expectation of supplies from the proposedWelcome 
Reef Dam. 
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* * * MediaRelease * * * 
NERVOUS TIMBER INDUSTRY THROWS GOOD 

MONEY AFTER BAD PRACTICE 

27 Octoba 1994 

The Wilderness Sáciety today condemned anew $1.5 million "feet good" adctSg campaign 
by the National Association of Fatst Industies (4API). 

2 
A TV commeital of the campaignreputcdly fsum a "cute Child, timber, a woodi rocking. 
hrse and fair genautlons of a family." 

"The timber industry is clxty unnled by bow informed and vocal the community has become 
in its opposition to native treat deswuon." said Ms Fenefli Bany, Victorian !pokesperson 
for The Wilderness Sodety. 

"NAFI is rwininj scared at the recent and unprecedented alignment of environment grOups 
against native forest woodchipping. With the wo$chip export licences coming up for 
considenizion at the end of November, they plainly wish to Influence proceedings with a 
thoroughly cynici advacising campalga" 

"The community doesn't have a problem with a timber industry based in sustainable 
plantations. Ic most certain1yggjhave a problem with an indutzy that destroys irreplaceable 
native forests for a pdck and cccpayer sub sidlied buck." 

"Unsurprisingly, the new campaign doesn't even mention, native forest operations or 
woodchipping and in a sncaky way seeks to associate such dpstruction with good, warm and 
traditional family wlu' 

"If the four 8ena'atis  depivad in the advertisement knew what th, were loaing to greed, for 
exle of thedeatbs of scar s'oI.thou.nds of native animals and other life-forms and of the 
lo

amp
ss of clean air, water and biodivettcy - eli associated with native forest dest'uction L  they'd 

call for an eILd to native treat logging 1mmediazd Ms Baijiy mid. 

This anvalisint catpaign is an an.rnpt toget "back400r" suppoit for activities exttmely few 
w peote ant. It will tAke a ict mat than $1 .S 1 milhion to buy aft comznuScy oppotion to such 

blatant and degnictive Sf'intcrtst. "Me Batty concluded. 

For further informatlon'or comment contact Fenella Barry,  
03670 5229 or 015 310 995 

a''.' 
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Conseivalion Council 4> of South Australia MEDIA RELEASE  Incorporated 

120 Wakefield Street 
8 December 1994 	 Adelaide 

• 	 South Australia 5000 
• 	 Telephone 

(08) 223 5155 
• 	 Facsimile • 	

(08) 232 4782 

• 803 % say NO to 

woocichipping 
Newspolt survey reveals 

803% of Ausfraliañs do not approve of trees from Australia's.nafive forests being felled 
and exported as woodchips to Japan. 

Thes& are the results of a survey conducted by Newspoil in five capital cities last weekend and 
released todayby. conservation groups. 

The poll found that 80.3% of people surveyed are opposed to export woodchipping, 11.7% are 
in favour, while 8.0% rethain undecided. 

'The po1i confirms that the vast majority of Australians are opposed to the woodchipping and 
export of native forests', said Yera Hughes, Wilderness Society SA. 

'The Keating Government's imminent decision on woodchip licences will reveal its 
responsiveness to community views on this issue. At least 764 forest areas with high 
conservation value are under immediate threat from logging and woodchipping in Victoria, 
Twnania. and Western Australia', said Mr Kevin Parker, National Campaign Coordinator of 
the Wilderness Society. 'As a minimum these areas of high conservation forests should be 
protected from woodchipping', he added. 

Of the five major capitals, Adelaide showed the strongest disapproval of woodchipping. 'In. 
Adelaide, 85.3% of people polled disapproved of woodchipping. South Australia has less than 
8% of its original v getation cover and the Adelaide poll shows that South Australians do not 
want Austilia's remaining forests to suffer the same destructive fate', said Stephen Baker of 
Friends of the. Earth and the Conservation Council of South Australia 

The Newapoll survey revealed that woodchipping and export of native forests is opposed by: 
• 83.2% of blue collar workers and 76.3% of white collar workers 
• 86.5% of women and 73.7% of men. 

'The poll sends the clear message to the Keating Governmentthat an end to the woodehipping 
and export of native fore.sts would have overwhelming public support'. said Jo Dc Silva, 
South Australian Project Officer for the National Plantation 

 SdWd resources from 
plantations have thetialtopvidAia withecgic able alternative 
towhatamountsto the destruction ofurnative forests,sheded1 'Prime Minister Keating 
can nOw move decvely to protect our remaining native forests knowing he has the 
overwhelming support of Australians', said J0. 

	

For further iMormadon: 	Jo Dc Silva 
Vera Hughes 

	

- 	Stephen Baker 
A Healthy Environment for South AtMvibharker 

2235155 
231.6586 
2324866 	•: 
0184 	-- .4 
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* * * MediaRelease * * * 
NERVOUS TIMBER INDUSTRY ThROWS GOOD 

MONEY AFTER BAD PRACTICE 

27 October 1994 

The Wilderness Society today condemned a new $1.5 SlIlon "feel good" advutising rpeign 
by the National Association of Forest Industhes API). 

A TV cozn.mertal of the campaign Spatedly ftwes a "cute child, timber, a wcodai rocking 
horse and foir gonntions of a family. 

"The timber industry is dearty unaled by bow informed and vocal the commuzüty has become 
in its opposition to native forest deswuctton." said Ms Fenella Batty, Maodn spokesperson 
for The Wilderness Sodety. 

"NAFI is twining' scared at the recent; and unprecedented alignnwnt of environment gràups 
against native forest woodchippicg. With the woo4cbip export licences coming up for 
consideriuion at the end of November, they plainly wish to Influence proceedings with it 

thoroughly cynicsl advathing mp4n. 

"The community doesn't have a problem with a timber industry based in susttable 
plantations. It most certainly4have a problem with an industry that destroys irreplaceable 
native forests for a qiñck and tmcpay' subsidlsed buck. 

Unsurrisingty, [be new campaign doesn't even mention nadve forest operatons or 
woodchlpping and in a sneaky way seeks to associate such dpstruction with good, w . wni and 
traditional family values." 

"If the four genats depiaed in the Idvrtisement knew what they were losing to greed, for 
example of the deaths of scorS Df.thousands of native animals and other Life-forms and of the 
loss of clean air, warn and biodiversity- all associAted with native forn deswuction they' d 
call for an end to nanve forest logging Immediately" Ms Bay mid. 

'This adv1iM4 catp4n is an r-'-pt to.get "back-door" supput for ucthitS extqemely few 
people want. It will take a lcz more than $1 .5,miflion to buy $1 commuty opposition to such 
bInrantasiS degnzctive self-interest. "Batty concluded. . 

Fdr further ipiormatlon or comment contact Fenella Barry 
03*670 5229 or 015 310 995 
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No end to woodchips: B 
Export woodchipping from NE NSW will continue beyond the year 2090, despite a growing 
outcry, at increased volumes, contrary to stated Commonwealth policy. Te Federal Minister for 
Resources has rejected the Environment MinizZei 4s advice for environnient4 controls, according to 
otfidai Ministerial correspondence released today by North Coast Environ4nt Council. 

Council President, Mr Teny Parkhouse said that Resources Minister, Mr 4)avid Beddall's new 15 
month woodchip export licence to BORAL's subsidiary, 'flouted the poli4 announced by Prime 
Minister Keating'. Mr Parkhousc said Mr Beddall had rejected most of the ecommendalions made 
by Environment Minister, Senator John Faulkner on the Sawmillen &po4 woodchip licence and 
had failed to implement the Government policy to 'end to export woodchipifing by the year 2000 0 . 

'Two Commonwealth Ministers are at loggerheads and cannot agree. Inst id of maldng progress 
the Resources Minister is will substantially increase the volume of wood rips exported from the 
Port of Newcastle, to more than half a million tonnes a year,' Mr Parkhousi said. 

Mr Parkhouse said Mr Beddall's letter to Sawmiliers Export parent compan Boral timber, notes: 
'I understand that Sawmlllers Export may seek to export more th ii 5009  000 tonnes a 
year, In the period covered by the enclosed licence. I will consider Issuing an 
additional licence to cover the Increased volume If that proves I icessaly.' 

He said that in addition to these 'serious contradictions" Mr Beddall ilso advised Senator 
Faulkner that he intends to "consider providing SEPL with 'ln-prin4lplt' approval for 
woodchlp export covering at least the period 1996 to 2000." 

'On all counts Minister Beddall has acted contrary to the stated Ccc 
position as announced by Prime Minister Keating in the Industry Statemer 
as confirmed by Senator Faulkner in the Senate on 30 June 1994,' said Mr 

'Unless the PM pulls Mr Bcddall into line, north coast NSW will have 
protection conditions as recommended by Senator Faulkner, the volume of 
exceed 500,000 tomies a year and exports would go on beyond the year 201 

aonwealth govwument 
of 12 March 1991 and 
arithouse. 

ely few environmental 
roodchips obtained will 
ç' he said. 

'If this were not bad enough, the Department of Primary Industries * confinned that it is 
currently considering an application from a Brisbane based company I Queensland Hardwood 
Resources to export 140,000 tames of woodchips a year, obtained from be4ween Rockhampton and 
Colts Harbour. If this is approved northern NSW will be supplying two w$odcbip licences and the 
area between Cirafton and Coffs Harbour will be suppying BOTH operatio$,' Mr Parkhouse said. 
Mr Parkhousc said that the concerns of north coast environmentalists wc rid be expressed to the 
Keating govvrmnent at the National Forest Embassy being held in Canhem 4- November. 

He said that the new SEP/L export woodcbipping licence would become a major new focus in the 
Federal Court legal challenge to Minister Beddall's decisions, already with way in Sydney. Fatly i 
October the Minister failed to have the case rejected by the Court. who fo md that the case should 
be heard and ordered the. Minister, to. pay the Council's legal costs.  

For more information Phone Mr Teny Parkhouse 065 690 771 ii. 

LOd NO 	92.9 222 990 NO AN] 8fl3S 912 



NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL! OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 

PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(,02) 2475945 

MEDIA RELEASt...MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... Sun, 4Dec 1994 

NEW STUDIES SHOW WOODCHJP FORESTS' UNIQUE VALUES 
"Studies, released today by the Nature Conservation Council show that many 
areas of .NSW forest targeted for woodchippi ng during 1995 have exceptional 
biological and heritage values. These forests must immediately be 
safeguarded from logging" said Sid Walker, the Council's Executive Officer. 

The studies, commissioned and funded by Federal Environment Minister John 
Faulkner, are 'rapid assessments' of the conservation values of areas of 
native forest in .NSW targeted for woodchipping during 1995. 

One study examines the south east of NSW where woodchipping is most 
intensive; the other considers the north east of the State, from Newcastle to 
the Que(-nsland border - a vast area of forests .1 i 1-h e<ceptionaJ biodivcrsitv, 

"These reports are a triumph for our consultants who worked round the 
clock, over a very short perid, to piece together available information about 
the forests subject to immediate threat in NSW" said Mr Walker. 

"Last year, during the same year-end woodchip licence renewal process, the 
Federal Environment Minister claimed she lacked sufficient information 
about areas due for wood chipping to be able to argue for their conservation. 

"The new Environment Minister, Senator Faulkner, decided to rectify the 
situation by funding peak State Conservation bodies to provide iiformation 
about the values of forests before they are destroyed by woodchipping 

"The two NS \'V reports show that the Fahev Government continues to allow 
high conservation value (Il-iCy) torests to be pulped, and that only Federal 
intervention can save irreplaceable forest heritage from destruction. 

"Excluding from the 1995 woodchip ticences forest areas which have.clearlv 
identified high conservation values is the least the Keating Covernment can 
do to meet its own polcv commitments . Anything less would he a betrayal of 
Senator Faulkner, the conservation movement and the public interest. 

"A recent letter to the Prime Minister from a ma1ont' of the ALP caucus 
showed he has strong back-benc:h support for protecting 1-ICV forests from 
woodchipping. Will Paul Keating lead on this issue, and adjudicate - for the 
first time - in favour of forests instead of woodchippers?" asked Mr Walker. 

fY 
ifluiC l/?tornzuh , o , l contact Sici \\'aiker on. 02 247 420o (w); 02. 305 090 (ii) 
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NORTH EAST FQREST ALLIANCE. 

C/. 'The Big Scrub Environment Centre Inc. 
149Keen Strait, Llamore. 2410. 
phone 066 213 278 Fax 086 222678 

• .25 'FOREST INSPECTORS' ARRESTED in 
• WILD CATFLE Ck State PoSt TODAY 

Over 120 gnvI=enteUds from the North East Forest Alliance - messed outside the 
'dosed Catupartmed 579 of S Wild Cattle Qeek SF near DSgo today, as two people, 
arrested earlier this weE, began a hunger sSb in Orafton -' following their refusal of 
bail  .. 

NA iipokespeSn Ms Megan Edwards said that ihenflonigo Disbict Fc,ata, Mr Jotii 
• Ball nlOwi .pciatholl fir the puNic to aaW the fott to inspect State FestW and the 
.limberindtttzYs colopliaS with hwesft plans and their iteitnee to conditions of the 
licence  

25. of NEPA's 'forest inspedme were Sri an 	Ms Megan Edwiit Sd. She said that 
19 wem atTested at the front gate and6 were anested in the coinpaiticut itself. 

9bese Iatestantst es Will be refusing to thgny.bail conditions fwther Sstiicting thir 
sight to iwpectthe cmgSg dsxuction of thisdd growth laS, in sththiity, with those 

'Dcspte these oucata 10 'forest inspCctocs' were ableto gain access to the forest and are 
presently attempting to gain ww to sites lice breacheS of huvasting. - Bid wildlife 
•ñp*gdve.ctd' sh'2t. 

• Ms Esrart said 1St the going lccjng S Cry4tment :579 was a blatant and 
delibSte breach. S the Nadonal Forest Policy Sbternfl sigried in December 1992 by 
Prunierloi Fahey, wbch sts t.•  . . . . . 

• Jk& qenda. will awid aahitS dug mq slgn4flcSttly affect those 
áas of oarwh f 	Or Wildflflfli gg cg likdy to have high 

• 	 COflfl'OT S!(pgeil.NFPS] 	. 	 ... 

'Forests MithsttMr George Souls has utterly failed to direct State - Forests to comply with 
this. intn-gova'nmentai asvcweit instead Mr Sown decided to pcspetiate the falsehood 

Ma Edwards said that Mr$wis had icccss to ft:Tcpmts of two 145W agencies including 
his own DcvâIUn tCoatvation..aS ml Management, wlich had docuncoted the 
forest of COIIIPWtCIIt 57901 W114 . Cattle (I as both 'old growth foresr and of 'high 
conservation vuV... •. : ..• . .•.• . 

'The P!UIPACT cannot. allow he hfinlstas tov4lfldly mislead the public in this Simer. Mr 
• Fahey nun pasanally intuveiw to halt the iSnztion of these ancient taste, or invite 

• . th#SathSsdr$ 00Yafl • 

For  • • more info: piwne  Ms &$GèL @tM faStOlS 672 044 CW • . 	• •• • 

contact 	 Scrub 	213278. 	: 	• 	•. 	• ••, 
.:. 	 . 	 • 	 • 	 . 	 . 	 • 
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- Peter Wright , ACA 	M$A.V 

l4oel Plumb / 
Sid Walker 
Beth and Peter w0k co- 

.JLtchelle O'Grady il% 
Nick)' Hungeriord G 
Craig Darlinqton flçt 
Michael Lynch 	iPSSie 	C(s 

Dear folks 

80.3% say'noto woodohipping 
% 

here are the poll results and a press release which you are 
welcome to use or notas you please. 

DO NOT RELEASE IT TO aigrONE BEFORE 1.00?!.! THURSDAY. 

You may wish to, einphasise the particular results in your city 
over the national results. And please coordinate withothers in 
your city in releasing it. 

Anyway  do your best4 and enjoy Still ii 

Love Linda 	/1 
tt 

PS I will send you the bill as soon as I get baäk to Melbourne. 
It will be a little bit more expensive, but I'll also sea if I 
can get some more groups to put in some 

L1JL ii NQCZQ¼ 1"wQ - 
0- 	 r-- 

IL4- U 	1DU 	-kL 
a-tz>v 25ci IQ aLjtjrH 

? ?P8  
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DEMOCRATS 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

21 December 1994 

KEATING'S CAPITULATION MEANS 
WOODCHIPPERS WIN & QLD LOSES 

The Federal govemmenes decision to Increase the level of woodchipping exposes 
the Prime Ministers rhetoric on the Importance of the environment to be nothing short 
of fraudulent. V. 

Queensland Democrat Senator, John Woodley, labelled the decision as economic, 
environmental and political lunacy. 

0Despite all the evidence showing the high conservation value of many native forest 
areas, this Labor government Is going to permit Queensland's forests to be put 
through a. shredder for the first time, with 140 000 tonnes being sacrificed. 

Mr Keating cannot expect to be taken seriously on environmental Issues in 
Queensland unless he steps in to reverse this shocking declsion, 0  Senator WOodley 
said. 

EAJI of this destruction is occurring just to enable overseas companiesto produce 
paper for us to buy back again, leading to a further blow out in our current account 
deficit? 

'The Democrats call on the Federal government to drop its commitment to 
woodehipping and concentrate on establishing a sustainable industry through 
plantation programs." 

Nonly then will Australia establish a sustainable Industry and avoid the environmental 
vandalism and economic damage caused by loodohlpping." 

For further comment 

John Woodley 	07 862 9255 or 015 173 622 

10'I0d 	 9P654P0< 6V406439 300:1 P603U1 P8dON *QWIJNQD* 	 SXd 
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THE WILDERNESS SKIETY 
MEDIA RELEASE 

SOCIETY JOINS UNION IN PROTEST OVER WHOLELOG 
EXPORTS TO SAVE HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE 

FORESTS 

Friday, 2nd December 1994 

Members of the The Wilderness Society, Illawarra Branch Will Joifl a protest 
today against the Federal Government's failure to1  ensure the domestic 
processing and value adding of raw pine logs now to be shipped out of the 
Port Kembla export facility in the near future by new player in the industry 
Tri-Forestry. 

The Society shares the concerns of the CFMEU (Construction Forestry 
Mining and Energy Union), and Greenpeace that the export initiative by Tn-
Forestry, although confirming the bright future for the plantation timber 
industry, will promote flinher logging and woodchipping of wilderness and 
old growth forests in NSWC. According to union sources there are several 
Australian plantation processing operations willing to value add the logs. 

Mr Tom McLaughlin, NSW Campaign Coordinator for the Society said today 
"We see several problems - environmental and economic: 

* The logs are not processed here so they cannot act as a substitute for native 
forest'logs used domestically in processing and sold in the domestic timber 
market. This will cause real damage to our forest heritage. 

* An enormous amount of time, money and eiiergy of community, industry 
and Government has gone into developing a plantation resource base to save 
our native forests. To allow this plantation timber sell-off overseas for a 
pittance is squandering all that hard work in a most irresponsible way. 

* In pure economic terms we see the export of Australian jobs to processing 
and value adding overseas - a trap we as a community have fallen into too 
many times thready" concluded Mr McLoughlin. 

MoreInfornwt1on: Tom Mcl.oughlin, tel. 02-267 7929w, 02-3 65 3837 
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-. THE NATURE CONSERVATIQN COUNCIL OF NSW 

39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 2475945 

MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDL& RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... Fri, 2 Dec.  1994 

CONSERVATIONISTS SUPPORT. WORKERS' 
PUSH TO STOP RAW LOG EXPORTS 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSVV supports today's protest by 
the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy, Union (CFMEU) .over 
the export of raw pine logs via Port Kemblâ" said Sid Walker, the 
council's Executive Officer. 	. 	. 

"Conservationists have consistently supporte4. the development of the 
plantation industry in NEW: EtA if Australia exports unprocessed 
plantation logs, this country will fail to capture the full benefits of this 
rapidly expanding resource" he said. 	. 

"Australia's native forest export woodchip industry is the type of 
industry one would expect to find in the third wotld. Now our• 
Government seems prepared to allow the plantation industry -with its 
enormous potential to create jobs and new industry, within Australia - to 
go down the same third. world route" said Mr Walker. 

"The Nature Conservation C uncil of NSW supports today's protest by 
the CFMEU and calls on the Federal Government to ensure that 
plantation lags are offered •fjrst to domestic processors. 

'Raw log expprts should only be allowed if a market cannot be found 
for this resource within Australia" Mr Walker concluded. 

For ft.,rther infonnation contact Sid Walker on 02 247 4206 (zu) 02 305 090 (Ii) 

- I. 

IUCN 
Th. WMd Canmd.. LI- 
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WINGHAM FOREST ACTION 
Media release Friday August 5, 1994 -Phone/fax 02 318 1940 

WFA goes alone... 

The Land and Environment Court heard evidence front one expert only In Nicholls vs 
Nadonal Parks and Wildlife Service and State Forests today. The main drama 
surrounded the decision by Wingham Forest Action to dispense with legal 
representation, 	 . 

"It is now up to Susie Russell to present the defence for endangered species against the 
National Parks and. Wildlife Senile, State. Forests and their counsel, ex-Lanci and 
Environment Court Judge, Noel Henunings," WFA spokesperson Mr Ilelmuth Aimann 
said. 

"Ms Russell's success today exceeded our hopes and reaffirmed Our ability to put 
relevant Issues before the court", he said. 

"Ms Russell's move to the bar table was eased by the.absence of Mr Hemmings" Mr. 
Aimann said. 

and sticks case together with PVA 

The expert witness for the day was Dr Hugh Possinghaxn, who is both a mathematician 
and an ecologist. 	 . . 	 . 

Dr Possingham's written statement quoted studies which showed the need for 
Population Viability Analysis (WA) of endangered species in the Wingham 
Management Area, 	 . 

Population Viability Analysis uses computer models of the life cydes of species to 
predict the probability of extinction locally or generally over a certain period of time. 

PVAs. are necessary In order to establish scientifically' whether an endangered ipecies 
requires special logging management prescriptions in order to keep that species from 
extinction. 

"Dr Posslngham's evidence boosts WFAs push for 'state of the art Midlife 
management in logging areas of NSW". Mr Aimann said. 'WFA have lined up a 
formidable array of scientific experts to fight for more sthngent controls on the 
licence to take or kill endangered fauna vbich is issued to State Forests by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Sen'ice before logging can proceed In Old Growth. Forests", he said. 

"Yesterday three other experts gave evidence to support WFA's draft Licence 
Conditions. They were Dr Chris Dickman, an expert on Tiger Qolls and Phascogales; 
Dr Michael Mahoney a frog expert; and Dr Harry Parnaby, whose testimony was about 
bats. 	 . 	 . 

"All three experts told the Court there were inadequacies in the NPWS licence 
provisions related to endangered species. They said that if the draft conditions 
proposed by Wingham Forest Action were adopted, endangered species would have a 
better chance of survival", Mr Aimann said. 
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RICHARD JONES MLC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative 
Council 
Parliameht House, SYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 230 2858 Fax (02) 230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

8 July 1994 

NPWS LICENSES STATE FORESTS TO KILL 
KOALAS IN GOONENGERRY STATE FOREST 

"I have received a letter from the Minister for the Environment Chris Hartcher, making it quite 

clear that National Park-s and Wildlife Service has no interest in aequiting Goonengeriy State 

Forest as a koala reserve," said Democrat Richard Jones, MLC. 

"Licenees were issued by the National Parks and Wildlife Service on the 26th of Mth 1992 

to take or kill endangered fauna in association with proposed logging operations in 
corn partrn ents 101, 102 an d 103 in Goonen geny State Forest. 

"All that the National Parks and Wildlife Service will do to maintain the koala population in 

Goonengerry State Forest is to evaluate and trial different logging prescriptions. The Service 
will recommend that sufficient numbers of prescribed koala feed trees are retained i' maintain 
the viability of koala l)opulaticThs. 

"There is no doubt that koalas will die during the logging operations, but this appeaus to be of 
no concern to the Minister for the Environment. He informs me that the dedication of 
Goonengeny State Forest as a koala sanctuary is a matter for ,  consideration by State Forests of 
NSW and the Minister for Land and Water Conservation, Mr George Sou;s. 

"lEaving seen the damage that George Soutis has allowed to occur in highly sensitive habitat 

areas in South East New South Wales, I think it is highly unlikely that the Minister will have 
any concern for the koalas in Goonengeny State Forest. 

"It would appear that as this matter is now in the hands of State Forests, there'is no chance of 
(ioonengerry Stale Forest becoming a koala sanctuary. It will merely become yet another 

killing grnund for koalas in our State. 

"Clearly the few dollars derived from logging Goonengerry State Forest are far mort; important 
than the lives of our endangered koalas. It is about time that this Government got its pnonties 

right and ensured that our koalas do not become extinct in this State. At the current rate of 
koala loss, there is no doubt in my mind that koalas will become extinct in New South Wales 
within the next 20 to 30 years," concluded Richard Jones. 

For further infonnation please contact Richanl Jones on (02) 230 2858 
or (066) 871 900 after 8pm Friday. 
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AflEIifiON TV. STATIONS AND OThER MEDIA 

2.00 pmTüesday 5th July 1994 

MEDIA UPDATE 

• COLOURFUL AND EXCITING B ORAL WOODChsyruf 0' DEMO IN SYDNEY 

I Today's colourful 'demonstration against renewal of BORAL Ltd's woodchip export 
licence (covering NE NSW) has gone off in spectacular form. 4 police and about 

• 	80-100 conservationists attended the noisy but peaoeftil demonstration in 
Sydney; 

TV FOOTAGE OF THE DEMONSTRATION IS AVA1LAI 12 FROM 
SES TV IN SYDNEY ON TEL 02-430 2828 showIng the 30 foot BORAL 

MARU 'wOodchip ship' sailing down Philip 'Street, protester chants, placards, 
TRG Koalas and 25 BORAL 'shock troops' escorting the satirical figure Mr Phoney 

Ice-Berg the 'managing-director' of Boral. 

Resources Minister Beddall responsible for rejecting the deétructive woodchlp 
licence Is contactable on tel. 06-277 7440, Uc 06-273 4134. 

• 	Mr Berg the actual Managing Director of BORAL Ltd can be contacted for 
comment on BORAL woodchlpping of Wilderness and old growth forest In Sydney 
on tel. 02-232 8800. ft 02-233 3448. Mr Berg has so far refused to respond to a 

challenge by The Wilderness 'Society to withdraw BORAL's woochip licence. 
application, or to meet with green representatives. 

BORAL's subsidiary Sawmlllers Exports wants to renel Its 500,000 tonnes per 
year licence to continue wilderness and old growth forest woodchlpping. 

WHAT?: BORAL clones In their concrete suits and Jack bâoth. UPRAL Managing Director (Mr 
Phoney Ice-Bergi meets the 'BORAL MAR11 woodchlp shIp (10 metres long, 3 metres high) sailing 
down Philip Street. Koalas and 100 conseivatlonlsts (from Sydney. .Canben'a, Newcastle, Blue 
Mountains, Wlngharn etc) confront Mr Ice-Bertwlth his, obscene licence and okscene  woodehip 
cargo to be delivered to the ship. .Chanta like "BORAL WAI4TS A LICENCE - FORESTS DIE, 
PROFTI'S 1410W. Leaflets to the public, banners, scathing messages on placards. 

WtP Outside the Sydney office of Federal Resources Minister David Beddell. ANZ atilding 
70 PhIlip Street, Sydney City (just down from the State Office Block parallel to Macquarte Street) 

wnn'fl: 12.15- 12.45prn. today 5th July1994. 

wprr: To call on the Federal Resources Minister David BeddeD and Paul Keaung's Government 
to aid BORAL's woodchip slaughter of our last wilderness and old growth forest heritage In 
Northern NSW. 	

': • 	 .• •, 

More trtfonnatforc Tom McLaughlin 02-267 7929 /02-365 3837 or 
Jules MçMahon 02-267 7929 
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I 	Media Release . Thursday. 30 Sentember 1994 I 

Woodchip Announcement Will Test Beddali 
on Government Forest Policy 

"Federal Resources Minister David Beddall will face a major test of his commitment 
to his Government's environment policies tomorrow," said Peter Wright, National 
Biodiversity Campaign Convener for thç. Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF). 

Friday is the day that Mr Beddall is' due to ,announce the terms of the woodchip 
export license for Sawmillers Exports Pty Ltd. a decision affecting large areas of 
forest In north-eastern New . South •  Wales. 

"The ACF will be looking for two key indicators of Mr Beddall's commitment to 
forest conservation," said Mr Wright. "the exclusion of high conservation value 
forests, and a lower woodchip volume In line with a phase' out of 'export 
woodchipping." 

"North-eastern NSW is the best place . to commence phasing out export 
woodchippiug, as there is an 'in-principle' commitment to supply pulpwood only 
until 1996. If Mr : Beddall intends ending export woodehipping, he should start now 
with these forests," . said Mr Wright. 

"Mr Beddail has received clear advice from Environment Minister John Faulkner. 
Senator Faulkner has recommended no logging in old growth or wilderness forests 
with high conservation value. We will be watching very closely to' see if Mr 
Beddall acts on that advice." 

"Mr Beddali's record in forest Issues has not been good. When. he ruled on an 
export license for Gunn's operation in Tasmania earlier 'this year, National Estate 
forests were approved for logging, against the advice of the Australian Heritage 
Commission and the Commonwealth EPA. Environmen! Minister Faulkner was not 
consulted." 

AF was further disappointed by statements made by Mr Beddall 	Late/me on 12 
September. 	Mr Beddall said: 	"If there is 	no 	alternative area [to 	that, identified by 
the 	Australian 'Heritage 	Commission] 	I 	have 	the 	power to actually 	overrlØe that 
advice. 	But that has not happened." 	,Clearly from his record in Tasmania, and the 
records of his predecessors in WA, Victoria and NSW. It has happened. 

Mr Beddall also said:"If areas of high conservation value are put forward by a State 
Forestry Commission for export woodchips or for any other activity, and those areas 
are of high conservation value, they will not' be approved for licenses." 

The export license for ,Sawmillers Exports Pty ' Ltd covers a vast area of north-
eastern NSW. The company ships woodchips through the port of Newcastle. 

For more information contact: . Peter. Wright. (02) 247 4285 (w) 
'(02): 665 7085. (h) 



Everything you need to know 
about an Environmental Audit 

Learn from an expert what constitutes an environmental audit and how to execute it. 

Attend this unique workshop which combines on-site workshops, a presentation and guidebook. 

• 	
THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT Workshop Program 

DAY 2— Sydney October 18 1 
Deiegntes will conduct a trial environmental audit on a composite 

industrial facility or mine by way of colour slides taken during actual 
audits. In this way, the most extensive exposure to actual situations is 

achieved in the classroom environment while the trainer is able to impart 

his wide experience and explain each situation in detail. Delegates will 
be divided into small groups and will conduct a practical audit on a 
composite facility or mine using the protocol provided and 

documentation presented by the trainer. A detailed examination of the 

site will be conducted using a site plan and colour slides, this enables the 
delegates to participate in a practical walk through of the site without 
leaving the classroom. 

DAY 3— Sydney October 19: 

Each of the small groups of delegates will prepare a detailed report on 
that part of the audit nominated by the trainer. The reports will include 
findings and recommendations developed by the trainees. Each group 

will present its audit findings and recommendations verbally, in the 
sequence of the protocol provided, so that the class builds up a 

composite picture of the environmenta] status of the site. An 

environmental action plan for the following year will be developed as a 

class exercise. The workshop will close with a practical demonstration of 

a comptiterised environmental audit system, into which some of the 
results of the trial audit will be entered. 

SESSION TIMES EACH DAY 
Seminar Starts 

Morning tea 
Lunch 

Afternoon tea 

Seminar finishes 

9.00 am 

10.30 to 11.00 am 
12.30 to 1.30 pm 

3.00 to 3.30 pm 
5.00 pm 

DAY 1—Sydney October 17 
• £nvfronmenial issues of the 19903 and how they 

alTect industry 
- global 

regional 
- local 

• The Environmental Movement 
- role of the environmenial/conjervai ion movement 
- structure of the movement 
- public expectations 
-' political p3wer 

• How Governments have reacted to environmental Iues 
- environmentadHution4l3nning legislation 

(includini penalties) 
- administration (curent and proposed) 
- govenunent policies and how they are changing 

• Government requirements 
- approval, 
- licences 
- permits 
- agTeements 
- environmental impact assessments 
- planning permits 
- - others 

Environmental Audits 
- definition 
- hIstory 
- types 
- envfronxnentaj audit systems including 

eomputerised systems and rating systems 
- objectives 
- protocols 
- conducting an environmental audit 
- environmental audit follow-up - the 'after 

sales service' 
- case studies of environmental audits already 

• 	tithed out for industry and governments 

Workshop 
- review of the environmental audit protocol to be 

used in the Day 2 training program 

Arrangements Forflay 2 Irial environmental audits 

Workshop summary and c!ose 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT GUIDEBOOK - Essential component of the Program 1 
.reat take home value with all the working tools you require to conduct an Environmental Audit 	

h 
. 	V 

As an integral part of this workshop and included in your registration fee you will recive the 530 page 
Ensironmental Audit Guidebook. 

Complete with a unique self.audit protocol, the Environmental Audit Guidebook contains an extensive audit program - detailed checklists and 
questions designed to save you time and focus your attention on the critical environmental issues that dkectly affect your own and your clicnts' 
business. This Guidebook also provides the basis for an environmental improvement program through geeric 

5 1-ratcgies and indicators. Updated 
-when laws change, this is the only system of its type available in Australia, 

Q Centre For Professionat Development (Mist) fly Ltd ACN 006 961076 
1st floor, 35 Cothans Road, Kew, VIC 3101. Tel: 008 036 186 or (03) 353 0600 Fain (03) 853 0342 
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Licences' to kill endangered spt ies must go! 
• - Licenocs to kill endangerod spcseS in Compflanent 579 at Wild Cattlo CS Sstc Po4cst, issued to Fweiay Cnrmnip-

sian of NSW, b)'? Nattonal Parks and Wlldlite.$ervicc must be'isnsnediately withdn*n because ate area provides 'cxi 
hgbitzir for clnzèns of endangered species, said Ms Megan Edwards, spokesperson t  the t4c4Th East Forest Alliance. 

LoSing and reading were undasway in old growth ant in Conipartient $19, off Pownftl! a Road, noith of 
DcmiEo, tntU tree tblling witich hnt procccdcd'apace in the detextor,bngweather, w4s forced to ahat by bcay nut. 
The 1oggLn was earlier described by NLW4 as 'pjovocitive', and 'posing a direct thzetto knpo&tntt endangered sped 

NKFA will laks tboiv requen for urnt acflosi to protect 39 specter or eudaiige4edspecies  bollard lu occur in 
Wild Clint. çksF, direct to the NPWS 'Mitt —'occupation of its' Graftoitworthên Regiouni Offlcvs thi, mcml.. 
while they w$t for actlon by Director D Neil Shepherd. I 
Th 	 w 	n e direct ectionproet follows atixgeitt swinen requnt for a 'stop work order by be NPWS nwleby NEFA 10 da 
ago, on 17 ManS, bus which st has not been respondS Ia by'tha Director. ' 

"While NPWS ollows log,ing and road trka to, viitinus under einpomiy $ceneS which were issued, it 1992, 
njQtout arty ascssgnqnt'ofLëuiia sighiEcance or likely impacts, they Sit'to tiled the suttutoty du2s of ptotccbng tic 
wiJdHM o(this sttc". said Ms Edwards,' 

Ms Edwards sad that Con.pànnvnt$19 Was citcepticitel old giowThThrest and es-s cit protdettldgh quality habitak 
a varicty of touts, for up to 39 ctdangued annals inetqcflngt 
• bass: Golden 'flppcd 881, Laj-ge-Ioatcd Mouse-aired Bat; 
• flogs; -Sphagnuxrp Prog. Giant Barred Frog, Green Thighed Frog; 	 'I 
'snanimals: Koala, Spottestailed' Quoll, Panes Wallaby, Long-nosed Pows'od, Yellqw.bellied Glider; 

birde:SocLy O.M. Wozupoó Fruit Dove. Marbled Frogruouth. Rosc,crowned Pnslt pow, Olive Whlstlet. 

"Th NPWS L)isccwrshoul4not acnpt to atticit a sting oIvondidums to a licence 6 kill ondsrugeredspcczss in auá 
reá. because an col!dldosts  would be experixneudng with our unique çtd*utgsred 4IiICWr hiiiage, .nd bacsiisc bitu 

taptaitnoc lvii shown %Lt*t Färeitiy Conuniuiol3.o.iinot meet its legal oblig%tonL 

This eotnpastnaent ihzuia be kadected under the moratorhun asmounced in the )4t1onal ForciitPolicy Stawment 
since it is sh area grundoubSd higl\ consesntion value for its' old wowth Baish Be?c fMowwoollfwasm tempqrare 
ranfurust fort typse, and it habitat for nu,erous endangered species,' said Ms E1wuds.' , 

'111 ftct that Sro Forests l'J.W is Jogging Utis iinpostnt area shows that nothing lisa  ohongc4.dt tiw Forisay Coin-
ntission acept the letthea&'TkUs is more of the £QrUe cononttior, provocation ahd log at au costs,'sbe said. 
She iaid that the people ofOonigo hail nothing to lose from an end to the logging a Wild Cattle Creek SP since all th 
timber harvested in dth disputed area was being processed 'aft the.pZareAu' in Cnfto4 or beyond 

14 F4wardflajdtluit Ueunjuc.cld growth forest, of Dowatill Ckftd. with th*Jroxirnity  to flonigo,w4 ft potar 
tial tourisnt attnction offntgrcater ccortcwic and ecological siwsjficancè than a fru4Joad ofs,wrttinbar. ;oidtlu 
the timber 4lduetAy ihuld hvó begun their restnsettuing and tuinsition out of old gtowth forests said into .hnrvesbng 
and wluq adding softwood, nzvc regmwth and iuixth species plenMljons soonest 

'liw writing has been on the wall for the bld9owth3oggina indusbysirice 1990, bul iitstaad of bqwirw thattoilsitic 
we'vo seen despsn.b rush to log evèsy'reniaining aveiliable old grow h'freé. • 
"What tiwy liannest today will be thither tofliorrow, but what is caved should be prooetd for all mc,",shn said. 

NEFA's call for the Mthd,*wal o(the ljcence.t to 't?ske or Il' endangered species is 4 ñsst eta three pan siievanec lii 
prepared at vi recent meeting laid near Ddnlgo. NEFA says It Is also ceiling ibm tJmbi indusizy cestnctttrinz, an ilidust 
edjuetnoits pc1tgë and a brpdeitin otthe asertues foepublie partidpatiost in forcec nianagozu.str. 

"Thetnost tirgett peed is for'an independent dispuie mSiaon process which will allow al)es  to nominate Uteii 
coneaxnl, and seek resolutions. Our rlipealledrequaste to Premnia Fahay and The Cabbiet Office for such a process hay 
been ilsnied and lbaatsd. WIthotnàuvh apr000an the diapuwo will imntinug a putqntiauy coeoj,flo," Mo Edworde tat' 
FOR MORE ThJPOIZM4TION Phone Megan Rdwards, Clarence £iniron,nCnl Centre 066 431 1163 
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.JYJ1LDERNESS 	4. 
• 3OclETY' 

MEDIA - RELEASE 	MEDIA RELEASE 	. 	' 	• 

ATTENTION: 

"Logging Halted by Forest ülockaders" 

the Wilderness Society and the Western 'Auptraliafl Forest 
Alliance.Iclaixned success againtodaY flter halting logging 
operations for a second day in a row in a further old growth 
forest block — Sutton. 

Following the announcement that jogging operations would 'be 
halted if.protesters were in, the. vicinity of' logging 
operations, bloàlcadéis have commenced a campaign'of.vislSal; 
presence in a 50km rdius around Pemberton, thus hindering 
logging operations inall high-conservfli9fl value forest. 

"We have achieved two of themáin aims of our direct action 
camaign" said Fenellà.Barri, Wilderne3 Society.:. 	

1 

spokespersoh. "We, have stopped logging and avoided 
confrontation.  

"The Court government is clearly embarrasèed about having 
theeyes of the nation on the'needlsS destr,uctiOn of'these 
'ancient forests for export woodchipping 

"The fact that 85%'of these. forests is ending up as 
woodchips is aconáern to all Australians. It is costing u 
Jobs 'arid the earth. In the pant; %0 years the timber • 

1.,.,'at rin..I1d the an'.ouflt of timber It extracta 

"There is a lot of 'commo1 around between us 'and the timber 
wprkir. We arendw'setting up stalls in the towns of 
Pemberton and. HanJimu to listen to the-Coflcerl)S of the 
community and offer information to;help fi.rmi.y'establish our 
common goals" she safd.  

Contacts: Fenella Barry or James Ouggie  
on phone/fax (097) 762 049  
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EAST 
FOREST 

East Gippsland Forest Alliance' 
Goongerab, Vktoria, $888. 

TO 	 0627?3?79 	pgj 

G IPPsiAND.'. 

ALLIANCE 
Tgi2phonWfax: '(051) 540 156. 

• 	 MEDIAALERT'. 

URGENT 
'BULLDOZERS AND BLOCICADERS . SET TO CLASE 

• ' 	 Embargoed until 7.30 am. 18.2.94 

• 	Tóday, the two Departrnànt of Conservation 'ana Natural 
• Rethdurces bulldozers which were locked onto by protesters on 

Monday, have cut through 'a ráinforest creek and are' now only, 
50 metres from two träe platforms. The' road,line is on the 
edge of the Errinundra' National. Park. ,. Confrontation is 
exp,ecte4 tomorrow as .DCNR workers and''poiice will  try to 
remove' the tree 'sitters, perched 30 metres above the ground... 

The 'arboreal protesters are determined to stay, in the 'trees 
for months if need be, 'having food, stove, 'bedding and tarps 
with'them. The tree platforms are connected to' surrounding' 
trees by a web of steel cable. If. any attempt is made' to 'fell 

'trees in the Vicinity of the platforms there is : a : high 
likelihood that the platforms and sitter will be pálled out of 
the tree.'  

In order to stop the bulldozers from reaching 'the platforms 
further blockade 'tactics will be used tomorrow.. 

'WHATi Bulldozers reach tree-top blbckaderst  

WHEN': Friday 18th Feb. Action 'cothmences at 7. 3Oam. 

WHERE: Sellers Road off Gooninirk Rocks Rdad. See thap. 

WHO: East Gippi,land Poret Alliance, Police and DCNR. 

WHY.: To:  prevent 'road .  into significant bid. gro th and Ai e nzorst area 

Qw  m, 	- M_-it 
., WILDERNESS NOT WOODCI-IIPS FOREAST GIPPSLAND". 
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TO 	 062773779 	p•jr 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES: Tree platforms 30 metres above the 
ground. Tripods immobilising bulldozers. Arrests; DCNR workers 
and police teaming up to clear the blockeade. 

HELICOPTER LANDING SITE WITHIN 20 MINUTES 

For more information contact: 

Fenella Barry 015 310 995 

3i11 Redwood (051) 54 0145 for helicopter landing site details 

On site - Louise Mattheisson 
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NEWS RELEASE 	N 
Resources 

NEWS RELEASE FROM TONY BURGIN, HUNTER REGION 
ALGAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

April 20 1994 

BLUE-GREEN ALGAE WARNING LIFTED 

The blue-green algae warning placed on Muswellbook golf course 
inSebruary.has been lifted. by the Hunter RegionAlgal Co-. 
ordinating Committee. 

Tony Burgin, the committee chairman and Department of Water 
Resources Hunter Region Director, said the warning has been 
removed because algae numbers have been low for more than a 
week. 

The algae was in dams which are used only to water the golf 
course. 

Mr Burgin warned, however, that blue-green algae numbers can 
change suddenly. People using the course should be aware of 
the signs of algae contamination - an unpleasant smell, algae 
clumps, and an appearance of dirty, green or discoloured 
water. 

ends 

For more information please contact Fergus Hancock, Department 
of Water Resources catchment management officer, on 

065 421 222. 

7< 4'kcPc 



NEWS RELEASE Wate 
RésOürtes 

NEWS RELEASE FROM THE HUNTER REGIONAL 
ALGAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 

April 22 1994 

BLUE-GREEN ALGAE WARNING REIMPOSED 

A blue-green algae warning has been reimposedoriams on 
Muswellbrook golf course, only days after a..previous warning 
was lifted.  

Tony Burgin, Hunter Regional Algal Co-ordinating Committee 
Chairman and Department of Water Resources Regional Director, 
today said the algae numbers are in the high range and are a 
potential health risk. 

The dams are used only to irrigate the golf course and the 
water is not used for any other purpose. Warning signs have 
been posted. 

Mr Burgin warned golfers to keep clear of the dams, especially 
if the blue-green algae is obvious by its strong odour or if 
the water is dirty, green, or discoloured. 

Blue-green algae can cause severe stomach upsets, nausea and 
skin irritations in people and animals. Boiling the water does 
not remove the toxins. 

People who believe they may be affected by the algae should 
seek medical treatment. 

ends 

Fergus Hancock, Department of Water Resources catchment 
management officer, telephone 06542 1222, 

and John James, Public Health Unit, telephone 049 29 1292, 
can provide mare :infcrmatiofl. 

v/Øv. 
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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA . THE SENATE 

John R. Coulter 
AustraJian DcmocrPl Senalor for South Australia 

TO: 
	 FOREST CAMPAIGNERS 

FROM: 
	Simon Disney - Canberra Office 

DATE; 
	 5 December 1994 

RE: 
	 NAFI'S LATEST PRESS RELEASE 

Things are hotting up in the battle to win the hearts and minds of the people in the 

great woodchip debate. 

For the forests, 

F;iELiiI P)f1sLPi4 

Paultameni touse 	 9 Druid Avonuc 

Canberra 	 Sliding 

ACT. 2500 	
S.A. 5152 

Tetephone: (Oti) Vt J64S 	 Tulepluuiv:(08) 370 nn55 

acsimuIc: (0b) 2t/ a23S 	
Fr.i'nhtn corn 370 6050 
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Canterm 
	 5 December 1994 

FORESTS AND THE MEDIA 

While the leadup to the renewal of woodchip licences and the issue of preseMng 
forests has seen a treat deal of dthate in the media it appzs the issue is rapiØy 
running out of steam from ajournalist point of view as writers learn more and more 

aboqt the truth of the mailer. 

From an industry point of view it is heartening to see the mediais doing its homework 
and repothng the facts as they actually are. Newspapers such as the Australian 
Financial Review, the Sun Herald (NSW) and the Canberra Times to name a few, have 
all filed accurate reports, and generally have not pumped the emotive Hnè that the 

"greens" feed. 

One of the most Scent examples of this was a succinct and aoairate editorial on the 

woodcbip debate in theFinancial Review of 1\tecday Nov $, 1994. It reads: 

"It will no doubt come as a surprise to most of the awlronwttitallitt .ç4mp4 out 

in Canbezn, but it Is not government policy to ban 	dclflppiugjQQd of 
thedecade, nor is it government policy to ban woodebip apoils 	te clAims . 

to the contrary by some leaden of the eavlmnmeáSuiovanent 

The 1991 Special Premien Conference, wldcb is so often refcned to approving!y 

by the environmentalIsts, merely decided that the "State and Federal 
governments share the objective of phasing out woodcltip exports from native 

forests infavour of downstream processing of the resource (pulp and paper mills) 

by the year 2000". 

This is not a policy to reduce the  production of woudclaips. It Is simply policy to 

put the woodchips to a different use. 

Asthe Minister for Rources, Mr Griffith's, mat dear in 1993 9  the Fcde*,aI 

Government's policy Is to encourage ruttier processing of woodcbips in S 
Aultralia when this was both feasible and appropriate. 

Obviously what the leaders of the environmental movement really want is to 
reduce the level of togging In native forests for woodcliips.. 



05/12/94 	13:54 	 SENRTCR C. KERNOT 

But It should be dear: phasing out woodcbip ciports regardless of whether there 
Is domestic demand for the woodchips Is the envIronmentalists policy. It never 
has been the policy of the Federal Government or the states. 

Unlike the environmental movement, the Federal Government must be 
concerned about the employment consequences of its actions, and it must 
examine dispassionately claims about environmental value." 

The report goes on to say, "The uncertalnty.of shod term export licenecs mAkes 
it more difficult for firms to invest and capture market share. Undoubtedly It 
has encouraged the Japanese to divenify their supply sources". 

In another report in the Sun Herald (NSW) Noveanba 27 titled 'Trees can 

obscure the wood',Journalist Eric Rolls talks about itource security. He 

reports, "Then is * danger in locking up any part of Australia's foresti without 
substantial study. It could destroy It more slowly but just as completely as 	- 

dearing it 

No forest in Australia Is accustomed to looking after Itself. For more than. 
100,000 years they were modified by intelligent humans. Aborigines worked .. 
them with lire and stone axes and these was constant disruption to small areas of 

forest" 	 11 

r d even Richard Neville, in an snide in the Canbcna limes, Tuesday 

November, makes It bard to take the greens protest too sa4ously4vb he'- 
' describes a desnoistrafiod in NSW. "At one demo in northern NSW, fémflle 

Penis marched naked against the hard.hab, ocbze-daubed and with used 
/ tampons dangling as carings - a eomment on consumer waste. The dozendi4veà 

didn't know which way to turn. The old-Iliac counhy coppers did their besbut 
most are now on psychiatric leave." 

Finally, Michael Gordon. the new national political editor of The Australian noted in a 
page one piece on 29 November that the environment was back on the ioliüal 

agenda The issues predicted to be relevant are óoastal management specifically and 
suttainable development generally. Other matters noted were greenhouse, the drought 

and fanning. 

As mentioned in our last Forest Update the 'grcenf have agoyed the high moral 
gmund, virtually unchallenged. for so long. Now they arc being questioned not just by 
a more informed publi; but the media also. 

As this is the last Forest Update for 1994 the staff if NAN abd ins nenbers would Jike 
to take this opportunity to wish all members of Parliament a very merry Christmas and 

Year. 	. 

4-:- 
A. 	- 	. 	-. 	. :; i-....cpftedt,ythcMcEliaOffiOOof 

AC 	 The NA ions' Assodaliofl.Of Forest [ndustzicèUd 	- 

FOR4DUST1 	 (06) 2953833, FacsrnM (06) 2353855 



V.S.W. FOREST SUMMIT 
MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDL4 RELEZ4SE ... MEDL4 RELEASE...Wed, 27 Apr, 1994 

CONSERVATIONISTS GRAPPLE 
WITH INDUSTRY FEARS 

The Forest Sun'uiuit - a conference of NSW environment groups working forthé 
conservation of the State's native forests - today released a resolution on 
'resource security for plantations' 'in NSW (see attached). 
Canied as a unanimous motion at a Forest Summit meeting in Newcastle earlier 
this month, it responds 'to claims by some timber industry representatives that 
plantation establishment in NSW has been retarded by uncertainty over 
conservationists' long-term goals. 
"The resolution offers support to the sector of the wood extraction industry 
genuinely interested in a long-term future" said Forest Summit spokesperson Sid 
Walker. 
Mr Walker added three personal observations: 
I Support for establishment of new plantations does not imply that native 

forest logging rates will correlate closely with their harvesting. A continuing 
transition to plantation forestry will occur in any case, as vast amounts of 
Existing exotic softwood plantations are harvested in coming years. 

2 Decisions made in good faith by the today's conservation movement may not 
be considered binding by future generations 

3 In cases where a dedicated plantation timber resource is withdrawn from 
harvesting on environmental grounds, financial compensation should he paid. 

Commenting on the second point, Mr Walker said "I don't plan to stand in front 
of bulldozers in 50 years time- but I can't speak for the grandchildren of Peter, 
Cochran, Col Dorber, Robert'Bain, Robin Loydell and Rhonda O'Neill. Neither 
can their grandparents". 

For more information and further comment call Sid Walker. 02247 4206 (w); 02 305 090 (10 

NSW Forest Summit April 1994: Participating Groups: 

Nature Conservation Council of NSW 	 National Parks Association of NSW 	 North East Forest Alliance 

The Wilderness Societtj (Central West Branch) The Wilderness Society (Newcastle Branch) The Wilderness Society (Sydney Branch) 

Australian Conservation Foundation (Forest &mpaign Group) 	Total Environment Centre 	South East Forest Alliance 

Bathurst Conservation Group 	 ' Taniworth Environment Group 	 Wingham Forest Action 
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The NSW Forest Summit of 9th April 1994 discussed the National 
Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) and the grossly inadequate progress to 
date in implementing its conservation provisions. The summit 
expressed alarm at the non-implementation of the 'moratorium clause' 
in the NFPS, the recent Intergovernmental Agreement on the South 
East Forests' which clearly breaches the NFPS (this was publicly 
acknowledged by ex-Federal Resources Minister Michael Lee), and 
related issues including the following: 

A Commonwealth Discussion Paper entitled 'Regional Foret 
Assessments' was recently released with a very short time-frame 
for public comment. It was inadequately advertised and was not 
circulated to a comprehensive range of potentially-interested 
conservation groups. The Summit demands that the 
Commonwealth Government extends the period for public 
comment on this document until at least mid-May 1994. 

2 	Two draft documents, one which seeks to define the 
'comprehensive, representative and adequate' reserve system 
referred to in the NFPS, and another on 'baseline standards for 
environmental management' in native forests, are currently 
circulating within bureaucratic circles but are not available for 
public comment. The Forest Summit believes that these 
documents may be of crucial interest to the conservation 
movement and the community as a whole, and demands that they 
are made available for public comment as soon as possible, with 
adequate publicity and time for comment. 

3 	The Commonwealth Government has still not established the 
Policy Advisory Conm'ilttee promised in the NF1'S, despite the fact 
that almost one and a half years has elapsed since the NFPS was 
signed. This is the only body promised in the NF1'S which 
explicitly providesfor community input. The summit demands 
that the Commonwealth Government establishes this Committee 
forthwith, and appoints suitable and well-supported conservation 
representatives to it. 

Endorsed by the following groups at the NS W Forest Summit April 9th 1994: 

Nature Conservation Council of NS W 	National Parks Association of NSW 	North East Forest Alliance 

Australian Conseivation Foundation (Forest Campaign Group) 	Total Environment Centre 	South East Forest Alliance 

Bathurst Conservation Group 	 Tamworth Environment Group 	 Wingham Forest Action 

page 1 
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THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY' 

MEDIA RELEASE 
Thursday, 29th September 1994 

PM MUST STOP EMKMNT EXPORT  .WOODCWP APPROVj,, THREATENING 
SEVEN NE NSW WILDERNESS AREAS 

The Wilderness Society have stepped up protests again today against renewal of 
the Boral Ltd subsidiary (Sawmillers Exports P/L) export woodchip licence which 
expires tomorrow Friday September 30. 1994. The protesters are calling on 

Prime Minster Keating to ensure federal resources minister David Beddall rejects 
the licenco application to protect seven wilderness areas as already advised by ,  
environment minister John Faulkner on 29th July 1994. 

A nationwide protest against export woodthipping of high conservation value 
forest was held earlier this year (Sept. 1) by a unified environment movement. 

Direct actions today include a blockade of the Taxation Office at Newcastle 
highlighting tax payers subsidies of woodchlpping, a hunger strike In King George 

Square In Brisbane (Mr Beddall's home State), and the 16th day of a fast for the 
forests by envlronrnentanst Brooke Watson In front of NSW Parliament. Sydney: 
Environmentalists are also blockading Wild Cattle Creek State Forest near 
Donigo NE NSW where 1000 year old frees are being logged some for woodehips. 

Tom McLaughlin, NSW spokesperson for The Wilderness Society said today 
"Mlnlster Beddall has said 'if I believe an area S of high consenjauon value, I 
would not allow that to be woodchlpped." jThesustrauwi 5/9/94). It Is up to the 
Prime Minister to ensure Mr Beddall keeps his word or have his minister be seen 
as a sham. 

'There is no doubt all of the 7 wilderness areas within Boral's woodchlp 
concession are "high conservauón vàlüe". They will be included In a study of 
Important forests to be protected being funded by Minister !aullrxler. The study 
Is due by November. The NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service has also 
described these areas in inch thlckreports recommending protection under the 

... 
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historic NSW WildernEss Act. Five of these areaà have unprotected world heiltage 

• 	quality. forest. 	. 	 . 	. 	• . 	• 

• 	'The Fahey State Government recently disgraced itself by not providing full 
protection to four of these threatened wlldemeàs areas resulting in an historic 
censure by NSW Parliament in tiated by Bob Can. There is now an extteme risk 
these heritage areas with crucial habitat for threatened species will be 

• 	
. 	woodehipped. Mr Keating sets the tone and he can rein in the woodehipping 

• minister" concluded Mr McLoughlin. 	• 	. .• 	. 	. . • 	. 

More irtforrrtattort. 	Tom Mci.cughiln tel 02-267 7929 or 02-365 3837h 
• . 	Anthony Too 	tel. 049-294.395 in Newèastle 

Lyndon Schneiderstel. 018 088 543 In Brisbane 	. 

• NOTE TV FOOTAGE OF THE ACTION IN NEWCASTLE AVAILABLE FROM NBN 
• • • • 9 ON TEL 049.292933/292 813 AND PRTh(E7 ON TEL 049-256 SO 
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November 11th 

Shareholders at Monday"s meeting of Boral have announced their 
Intention to challenge the company's environmental record with claims that 

hstatements made in their Annual report are both misleading and 
Incorrectand should therefore be withdrawn from the report.. 

Mr.Paul Hennelly shareholder for Boral claims that statements made by the 
company In which it states that "we only source timber from forests that are 

harvested on a sustained yield basis Is Incorrect and misleading. 
In at least four management areas it has been found that they are not 

being managed on a sustained yield basis.These areas Include Macksvllle, 
Dorrlgo, Grafton and Kempsey.ln each case the yields have been ojver 
estimated with much of the resource to be retained for the next cutting 

cycle3S being harvested prematurely.ln the Kempsy Management Area an 
ex-forester John Gralter claimed In 1993 that "In essenôe yield can not 

be sustained even at proposed lower level as regrowth forests of 
Kempseyarea have been made depauperate 

Furthermore, the company claims that "caring for the environment Is a 
social responsibllity.l am also wondering how this company is being 

socisally responsible when thay continue tgo log high conservation value 
forests and koala habitat 

c As a shareholder I am concerned that making Incorrect amnd misleading 
statements such as this is not giving us the right Information and Is this 

company continues their logging activities conservationists may call for a 
boycott on the company's prOducts,Paul Hennelly said today,l am 

concerned that making incor!ect amnd misleading statements such as this 
Is not giving us the right Information and Is this company continues their 

loggIng activities conservationists may call for a boycott on the company"s 
products,Paui Henneliy said today," 

MEDIA RELEASE.....MEDIA RELEASE.....MEDIA RELEASE 

Wednesday 1 June 1994 

Title 

Blah, blah, blah ..... 

For more information contact: 
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Australian Conservation Foundation (A.R.8.N.007 498 482) 
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33 George Street Sydney NSW 2000 
Telephone: (02) 247 4285 Fax: (02) 247 1206 
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Prominent Australians support anti-woodchip campaign 

A group of prominent Australians and community leaders have written an 
open letter to the Prime Minister calling for Federal intervention to protect 
Australian forests from woodchipping. They include:. 

Singers and Musicians 	Deborah Conway, John Williamson, Mandawuy Yunupiñgu 
and Eric Bogle 

Actor Ruth 	Cracknell 
Surfing 	champions Tom Carroll and Mark Richards 
Comedians Wendy Harmer and Johh Clarke 
Ethnic 	community 	leaders Victor Rebikoff, Angela Chan and Ross Tzannes 
Church 	leaders Reverend 	Harry 	Herbert 	and 	Reverend 	Kenneth 	Cornwell 
Broadcaster 	& 	Writer Phillip 	Adams 
Publisher Jill 	Hickson 
Designer 	. Jenny 	Kee 
International 	adventurer Peter 	Treseder 
Ecologist Professor 	Paul 	Erlich 	(presently 	visiting 	Australia) 
Environmentalists Ian Kiernan, 	Vincent Serventy and 	Matt Keys 
NSW Independent MPs Dr Peter McDonald and Clover Moore 
NSW Democrat MLC Richard 	Jones 

"A nation-wide opinion poll released today shows that more than 80% . of 
Australians do not want to see our, forests exported as woodchips to Japan," 
said Peter Wright, Biodiversity 'Campaigner for the Australian Conservation 
Foundation. "From the range of people who have signed this open letter it is 
clear that there is broad community concern about this issue." 

The letter urges the Prime Minister not to undervalue our forests: "They are 
a beautiful and vital part of our national identity: 	They 'contribute ' to 	the 
ecological life of the country, and to the spiritual life of all its inhabitants." 

According to Peter Wright, "It it these sentiments which are fuelling concern 
in the community. People know that it is economic and ecological madness 
to send our forests to Japan to become waste' paper. The future of our 
Umber industry lies in plantations, not in destroying forests." 

"Woodchipping is no way to save jobs or forests and Australians are looking 
to the Prime Minister for decisive leadership," concluded Mr Wright. 

For more information contact Peter Wright (02) 247 4285. 
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Environment Victoria 
Wilderness Society 

North East Faints Alliance; $y$h Es( Forests Alliance; 
Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales 

Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
Australian Qon,servauofl Foundation 

Cociselvatlon Councils of Western Australia South Australia & Queensland 
Conservation Council of Conservation council 0/can terra and the South Last Raglan 

MEDIA RELEASE MEDiA RELEASE MEDJA RELEASE 

80% 'no' to woodchipping: Newspoll survey 
An overwhelming 80.3% of Australians are opposed to trees from Australia's native 
forests being felled and exported as woodchips to Japan. These are the results of a 
survey conducted by Newspoll in five capital cities last weekend and released today 
by conservation groups. 

'This poll proves beyond any shadow of doubt that Australians from every walk of life are 
unequivocally opposed to the export woodchipping of native forests', said Linda Parlane, 
Campaign Coordinator of Environment Victoria. 'The Keating Government's imminent 
decision on woodchip licences will reveal its responsiveness to community views on this 
issue! she added. 

'At least 764 forest areas with high conservation value are under immediate threat from 
logging and woodchipping in Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania, and Western 
Australia. Prime Minister Keating can now move decisively to protect our native forests 
knowing he has a clear mandate to act. With a Federal election in the air and a NSW State 
election in March next year this is obviously a pivotal issue and the public will be 
watching closely the Government's actions on native forests', said Mr. Kevin Parker, 
National Campaign Coordinator of the Wilderness Society. 

The poll continns previous surveys that the vast majority of Australians view protection 
of the environment as a very high priority; and have consistently opposed export 
woodchipping of trees from native forests. 

'The Newspoll survey shows that people support significantly stronger action than is 
being considered by the Keating Government. Mr Keating could go all the way, end 
export woodchipping altogether and still enjoy strong and widespread community 
support', said Mr. Peter Wright, Biodiversity Campaigner with the Australian 
Conservation Foundation. 	 - 

The Newspoll survey asked 'Do you personally approve or disapprove of trees from 
Australia's nadve forests being felled and exported as woodchips to Japan?' 

80.3% of people surveyed are opposed to export woodchipping; 11.7% are in favour, 
while 8.0% remain undecided. Woodchipping and export of native forests is opposed by: 
• 83.2% of blue collar workers and 76.3% of white collar workers 
• 86.5% of women and 73.7% of men. 

For further Information call 	Ms Linda Parlanc 	015103063 
Mr Kevin Parker 	018 449 080 

Mr. Peter Wright 	02 247 4285 	8 December 1994 
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The Hon PJ Keating MP 
The Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

We are writing to express our deep concern about the continuing destruction of 
Australia's native forests. 

1 

Australia's cuftural identity is inextricably linked with the land and the flora and 
fauna it supports. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have always understood this important 
relationship and the Australian landscape remains a unique source of inspiration 
for our artists and creators. 

Our nativelorests form part of that landscape and we cannot afford to lose them. 

If we continue logging this resource just to support export woodchipping, we run 
the risk of destroying an essential part of Australia's cuttural heritage. 

We commend the Government's policy to phase out the export of woodchips from 
native forests in favour 01 downstream processing by the year 2000. 

However, It is alarming that recAnt comments by the Minister for Resources indicate 
that the Government will continue to allow logging for export woodchipping in 
areas of high conservation value. 

Your stand on significant national issues, such as Aboriginal reconciliation, the 
republic ,debate Sand the arts has been visionary. 

We urge you to now intervene in the curreflt round of licence renewals to ensure 
Australia's forests of high conservation value are protected. 

Yours sincerely 
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MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE 

Peter Carret and Arts identities urge PM to 
protect forests 

Today an open letter was delivered to -the Prime Minister from 
Peter Garrett and the leaders of the Australian arts community. 
It called on the PM to intervene in the current round of waodchip 
export licences to ensure that high conservation value forests 
are protected. 

The letter was signed by: 

Richard. Meale 
Peter Scuithorpe 
Nigel Westlake - 
Roger Woodward AC OM 
Yothu Yindi 
John Bell Mt 
Joan Carden AO OBE 
Barry Conyngham 
Elektra -String Quartet 
Rodney Hall 

- Midnight Oil (Peter Garrett) 
Martin Wesley-Smith 
Tim Winton 
Judith -Wright Mcxinney 
Professor Michael Atherton 
Nigel Butterley AM 
Ciráus Oz 	 - 

- Ross Edwards 
Carrillo Gantner 
Hunters and Collectors 

The letter says "Your stand on significant national issues, such 
as Aboriginal reconciliation, the republic debate and the arts 
has been visionary. We urge you to now intervene in the current 
round of licence renewals to ensure Australia's forests of high 
conservation value are protected." 

The letter has been released on the day that a Newapoll 
commissioned by the peak environment groups has found that over 
80% of the population do not approve of export woodohipping. 

For more information contact: 	 - 
-Di Lindsay, Midnight Oil.off ice 	02 660 0677 
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An open letter to the Prime Minister of 
Australia re: Renewal of Export 
Woodchip Licences 

8th December, 1994 

Hon. Paul Keating 
Prime Minister of Australia 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

We write to express our concern for the way our native 
forests are being managed. Large areas of high 
conservation value forest - old growth, wilderness and 
endangered species habitat - are threatened by export 
woodchipping. The Jarrah and Karri stands in WA, 
Victoria's Mountain Ash, and World Heritage value 
forests in Tasmania and NSW - all face the woodchip mill 
in the next 12 months. 

While the costs to our environment are substantial, the 
economic benefits are meagre. Employment in the 
timber industry has been failing since the 1950s, and 
woodchipping now employs only 600 people nation-
wide. By providing short-tem profits to a few large 
companies, the woodchipping industry is stifling 
investment in plantations and the many jobs that they 
would bring. 

The recent High Conseryation Value Forests Study has 
found that 764 areas in NSW, Victoria, WA and Tasmania 
are in imminent danger. The Federal Government must 
protect these forests by excluding them from the 
woodchip export licences. 

The way forward is simple: 
* Protect the forests of high conservation value in a 

comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system, 

* Manage the transition of the industry out of native 
forests and into plantation forestry, 

* Encourage the development of industries based on 
Australia's vast plantation resource, 

* Phase out export woodchipping in line with the 
Federal Government's policy. 



Please do not undervalue our forests. They are a beautiful and vital part 

of our national identity. They contribute to the 
cologicat life of the 

countrY and to the spiritual life of all its inhabitants. Your actions today 
ritage for futufe generations. 

can preserve our he  

Yours sincerely 

Philip Adams 
Wiiter , Broadcaster 

Eric Bogle OAM 
Musician , Songwflter 4: 

LyJA/ ' Jfh/L 
Tom Carroll  
Two time world Surfing Champion, 

Angela Chan. 
Chairperson 
Ethnic Com1flUnit 	Council 

0INSW 	- 

John Clarke 
Comedian , Actor 

Deborah Conway 
Musician , S ongwriter 

Rev Kenneth Cornwell 
Moderator 
.NSW" Synod 
Uniting Church in Australia 

Ruth Cracktlefl 
ActorS 
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Clover Moore 
Independent member for Bligh 

 

01 

Victor Rebikoff 
Chairperson 
Federation of Ethnic Communities' 
Council of Ausualia ( FECCA ) 

 

S 

Mark Richards 
Four time World Surfing Champion 

• Surfrider Foundation 

Vincent Serventy. OAM  
Author , Conservationist , Naturalist  

i'U Peter Treseder OAM 
International explorer and adventurer• 

Ross Tzaünes 
National Covenor 
FECCA Evironment Network 

John Williamson 
Musician , Songwriter 

Mandawuy Yunupingu 
Singer of Yothu Yindi 
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Prof Paul R Ehrliçh 
Author 
President of Centre for 
Conservation Biology 
Stanford. University 

Wendy Harmer 
Comedian 

Rev Harry Herbert 
General Secretary 
Board for Social Responsibility 
NSW Synod 
Uniting Church in Australia 

Jill Hickson 
Publisher 

Richard Jones 
Democrat member 
Legislative Council of NSW 

Jenny Kee 
Fashion Designer 

Ian Kiernan OAM 
Chairman 
Clean Up Australia 

4S4f 

Dr Peter McDonald 
Independent member for 
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RICHARD JONES MLC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative Council 
Parliament House, SYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 230 2858 Fax (02) 230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

14 November 1994 

BORAL SHAREHOLDERS 
MUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 

"Those who invest in floral have to take responsibility for what their company does," said Democrat 
Richard Jones. MLC. 

was attested at Wild Cattle Creek State Forest while attempting to observe some of the damage 

occurring in an old-growth forest, which was known koala habitat and where the trees were judged 
to he up to one-and-a-half thousand years old. 

"Tn order to log these forests on a 'sustained yield basis' as alleged by floral, they would need to he 

logged only once every one thousand years, which is patently absurd. 

"floral shareholders have to accept responsibility for the destruction of theseaneient forests and the 

killing of endangered species such as koalas, tiger quolls and parma wallabies. They have to decide 
whether an investment in floral is a sufficiently ethical investment. 

"Ethical investment in the United States is proving far more profitable than investing in companies 
which profit out of destroying the environment. 

"Tt is time now for all investors in Australia to consider whether their investments in companies are 

contributing to the destruction of the environment, the worsening of the greenhouse effect and 
additional air and water pollution. Companies which damage or destroy the environment should not 
be supported by investors. 

"1 urge the management and shareholders of floral to look at floral's activities in the old growth 

forests of New South Wales and Tasmania and to consider whether those activities are worthy of 
the name of flor'al," concluded Richard Jones. 

For further infotmation please contact Richanl Jones on (02) 230 2858. 
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NORTH COAST ENVIRONMENT 
COUNCIL Inc. 

Hon. Sec. Mr Jim Teddor, Pavans Road, Grassy Head via Stuart's Point 2441. Ph/Fax 065 690802 

13  rrs I r 2,07 c4*.nflTh !:t'SZSNTfl 17 tII 

COURT CHALLENGE TO WOODCHIP EXPORT 
LICENCES CLEARS FIRST HURDLE 

The regional tmibir.iia environment organisation, the North Coast SMronrnent Council Inc. has 
succeeded in its first step of a legal challenge to the Commonwealth government's issuing of export 
woodchipping licences, following a decision made late on Friday 7th October in the Federal Court 
Sydney, by Mr Justice Sackville, according to NCEC spokesperson Mr John Coitil. 

Lawyers acting for Commonwealth Minister for Resources, Mr David Beddall, have today failed 
in their application to have our case thrown out of court They based their application on a claim 
that because the export woodchipping licence, the subject of our objectia has been allowed to 
lapse temporarily, our case was lutile. However the Minister's, lawyers were forced to admit that 
a new export licence to floral company, Sawmillen Export P/L (SEP1L) is being now considered 
Mr Justice Sackville found that our case had 'utilitr and awarded costs against the Minister.' Mr 
Cortill said 

Mr Cothil said that the successful court action under the Athp4jJ$fljyç De&ons (Jzdicial 
Review) Act, was 'a preliminary skirmish', before a further hearing likely to be held in mid-
November. The action is an appeal to the Federal Court to review the Labor Minister for 
Resources? decision not to recognise the North Coast Environment Council Inc. as a party 
'aggrieved' by his decision to grant further export woodclrip licences to the floral company SEP/I4. 

A similar case is also being brought in the same court by the Tasmanian Conservation Tnjst, over 
Minister Beddall's decision, earlier this year, to issue a 200,000 tonne export woodcbip licence to 
Ounn's Pt, without reference to Environment Minister, Senator Faulkner for his advice. 

Mr Corkill said that the Council had provided evidence to the Federal Court that ont of the prime 
motivations for its formation in 1977 had been the threat of large scale export wooddripping from 
the port of Cuffs Harbour. Further evidence had shown that this concern had bzen repeatedly 
demonstrated in actions and submissions in its 17 year history. 

'This question of 'standing is vital to the public interest Mr Beddall still thinirs  that the people of 
the north cozst have no right to request his reasons for is&ling another export woodebipping licence 
to floral when no adequate Commonwealth environmental impact statement has been producecL' 

£ 'The Minister believes that his decision to allow 500,000 tonnes of woodchip from north coast 
native forests, including 'old growth' forest to be sent to Japan every year, cannot be questioned by 
the public and should not be reviewed by the court' Mr Coitill said. 

2J: 
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Mr Corkill said that northern NSW I south-east Queensland was one of three only regional centres 
ofhighbiologicaldiversityinAUsSia, alongwiththe WetTropicsoffN Queensland and the 
south-west of West Australia. He said that other Commonwealth agencies such as CSIRO and 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency (formetly ANPWS) acb2owtedged this high bio-divenity 
ranking and rated noit Cast NSW and SE Queensland as tilt area facing the greatest threats. 

'The woodehip supply zones include lands which contain 87 nationally endangered plants and 8 
nationally endangered animals, and we intend to ensure that they are protected while the 
Commonwealth Government decides how to implement its decision to end expoit woodchipping by 
the year 2000. To do this we will take evety legal oppoittmity available to demonstrate our concern 
at poor environmental impact assessment under Commonwealth 11w and the utter failure of state 
based assessment processes in NSW, on which the Commonwealth foolishly rely, 9  said Mr Corkill. 

For more information Phone John Corkill 066 21 3278 w, 06621 68241i, 
Teny Parkhouse 065 690 771 h+w, OR Jim Tedder 065 690 802 h+w 

Cod cto 	919 	996 NJO ANJ enos oie 	 . ...........grc: b176_ott. 
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Media Alert. 
11 October 1994 

MEDIA ALERT 

Outrage over Expoi't WoOdchip'. 
licence renewal 

The Wilderness Society was outraged today by the decision of Federt Resources Minister, 

David Seddall to rcnew an export woodchipping licence for the Boral. subsidiary SawmllleIs 

Exports Ltd. 	 . 	 -. 	 . 	 . 	 . 

The licence allows Boral to export a further 500000 tonnes of wbo4chips front the native 
of porth east New South Wales. 	 . 	 . 

'Following gullet controveksy surrondinj the licence. 8mM wasoperati,ng art an inte!i,fll three-

month licence pending advice from the Fcdtal Environment Mipister, Jobn.Faulkfler7 	.' 

The advice that came from the €nvironmeat Minister's department inclucd itiict restrIàtions on 
export woodchip licences and an uhequivoca 1'No" to the logging of high conservation %ta1te 
forests including endartgeçed spçcics habitats. 	 . 	 . 

"The advièe given by John Fatitkner was to be the Are. minimum applied on.cxpot 
woodehip 1jcenes. It is entirely regrettable that thó extento :Which this Advice has beth adhere 

to k stifl unknown: We have requested a COpY of the licence and the conditions from the 
Minister's office and have.'been told the information will be made vailabICWit10 . 

(S 

•
days.".said Kevin Parker, Nation'al Campaign Co-ordinator Of the Wildeianss Society 

"That the Fenl governrnetit can annouce that 500,000 onneS èí our tive forests is 'goiqg o 
be destroye4 Without revealing any of the environmental guidelins to be applied. pit this 

•debacle'- ha matter for pave 'concern. The Federal governmcpt shoul4 not be issuing export 

woodchip licences at all and certainly not in a manner which heightens mmunity concerns 
t 	- 

"the fact is David Beddall has behaved tpappropnately with vegaS to the issqiØg of this licence 

from the begiunin There is little indication the Federal Government té actink in an integrated 
maLnOr and en(orcinp it s own policy wit regard to forest management 

- 
"Thi advice that the Paul Keating and David Beddall should be responding to as the opinion 
pofls winch state that pte community does not want expott woodchlppthg in our native forests 

• 	

. The Fcdcrat gavcrñment ian'$oAed. deStruction of our forest yñu'st stàp. Paul Keatings 
environmental credentials are oil the line on this jssue 

i 	I 	 I 

For further.infdtniatiofl contact Kevin Parker 019 449 '080: 
. . 

O3)67O 52.9 Fenella Barry 015 310995 or  

.......... ......... .........1..', 
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Cl. 'Tho Big Scrub' Environment Cvit. Inc. 
149 Keen Street, Usmore; 2480. 
PhQne 066 213 218 Fax 086 222 678 
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WILD CATTLE CREEK LOGGING PROTESTS TO ESCALATE 
AS RICHARD JONES MLC VISITS AREA FRIDAY 

"Many North East Fo!est Alliance supporters will gather tomorrow at Wild 
Cattle Creek for noontime ceremonies and speakers in protest against the 
continued destruction of this precious old growth forest. Some may 
choose to place themselves In an ârrestable position by setting out into 
this 'closed" public forest in an attempt to see these ancient trees, 
some of which were seedlings at the time of Christ, before they are 
destroyed," according to NEFA spokesperson Lyn Orrego. 

"Mr Richard Jones MLC will attend and speak to the gathering. Anyone 
concerned about the logging of our old growth forests is welcome. 
Families and children are expected. There, will also be eulogies for the 
forest and a flag ceremony designed to remind people of the respect for 
the land which our original inhabitants had, 

"NEFA has vowed to continue its campaign to stop the Fahey government 
from destroying the public's high conservation value old growth forests. 
State Forests own figures show they are logging NSW's old growth forests 
at a rate of 60 hectares a day. This shows wanton disregard for the 
majority of the public who wish old growth forests to be protected. 

"Cpt 579 in Wild Cattle Creek has been documented by expert government 
department reports as being both old growth and of high conservation 
value. Despite these reports being before the Minister for Forests, Mr 
Souris, he still endorsed the logging and oven contradicted the expert 
reports in his statements to the public. 

"This is a willful breach of the National Forest Policy Statement. NEFA, 
earlier this week, called for Mr Souris to resign. We are now calling on 
Mr Fahey to cenlirA him, q top the booing of old growth at Wild cottic 
Creek and reaffirm his committment to the National Forest Policy. It was 
Mr Fahey who signed the policy in December 1992. How much is Mr Faheys 
word worth, we ask. 

"Old growth forests have a'far greater value than for a one off timber 
cut. After four years of drought we might better understand the need to 
keep old growth which is responsible for yielding larger amounts of water 
to streams than regrowth forests. Our growing coastal communities need 
this water. The governments AQLiuris In targetting high conservation value 
water-producing forests io crazy, even in economic terms." shesald. 

For further info: Lyn Orrsgo (065) 647478 or 647808 
Dailan Pugh (066) 882268 



'tn 
tw 

• SYDNEy: NSWEnvirânment Centre. 39 dieorge Si, The Roots. 2000. Ph. 02 24t4 206. Fx 022475945 
USMORE.The Dig Scrub ESr ninem Centri Inc. I 49. keen Si. Listitote. 2480. Ph 086 213 278. Fx 066222 676 

Media kelease Monday 26 September 1994 	/ 

Suspend Contracts and apofogise to Doçrigo. NEFA tells Soul -is 

The people of Dorrigo deserve an apology from the Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation. George Souris, for the situation at Wild Cattle Ck 
according to NEFA spokesperson. Mr Aidan Ricketts. 

I 	 'I  
"The timber being removed at Wild Cattle Ck is being 'taken off the 
plateau to Borat's Mill at South Grafton. Dorrigo gains no benefit from the 
logging operation because State Forests are already overcommiued to 
Borat under 'tong Term Wood Supply Contracts", Mr Ricketts said 

Under the Long Term Wood Supply Contracts. State Forests has promised 
Boral access to far greater amounts of timber than either the industry or 
the forests can sustain. If for any reason the timber is unavailable, Boral 
can sue State Forests. 
"The promised timber simply doesn't exist and the contracts will only 
lead to the closure of many family owned mills and to costly 
compensation pay outs to floral," Mr Rickeits said: 	- 

"TheLong.Terin 'idsupply Contracts have pre-empted all of the EIS& 
and are in breach of NSW obligations under the National Forest Policy". 
Mr Ricketts said 

NEFA again calls upon Mr Souris to suspend these contractS. There is no 
doubt he has the power to do so. NEFA has obtained legal advice that 
whilst these contracts may bind State Forests, they do not bind the 
Government. 

"Every day that Mr Souris leaves these contracts in place is another day 
he abandons the old growth forests, the people of Borrigo and the general 
public in favour of corporate monopoly. Mr Souris is bungling the issue if 
he does not suspend the contracts," Mr Rickeits said. 

The Wild Cattle Ck blockade is set to intensify on Monday morning 
following swelling of numbers to over the weekend. There will be about 
70 people inside the compartment on Monday morning aiming to prevent 
the recommencement of logging. 

For more information or blockade updates 
contact Aidan Ricketts ph 066 333 292. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

TENSION LOOMS BETWEEN CONSERVATION 
MOVEMENT AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 

Tensio(n is looming between a united forest conservation movement and federal authorities after 
conseryationists were denied permission to hold a peaceful sf orest Embassy" in Fedetation Mall 
opposite Federal Parliament from 4 to 8 November, by the National Capital Planning Authority. 

Conse,'vationists from around the country are expected to converge on Canberra for the five day 
cducatjve and lobbying exercise designed to bring a halt to export woodchipping from Australia's 
native forests. 

• "As Atistralian citizens we are being denied the right to voice our concerns in a public area opposite 
our Faiiament Rouse. On top of our campaign to stop export woodchipping, we now he to depl 
with the issue of basic human rights" said Lucy Horodny spokesperson for the Forest Embassy. 

"The iny of this situation is that a small action with a couple of banrders would be acceptable to the 
NCPA lwhile  a large jnotest such as ours, representing the enormous extent of community concern and 
involving thousands of people across the country and ALL major conservation groups, has been 
fobbe off to an area near Lake Burley Griffin that is out of sight and therefore out of mind' 
continted Ms Horodny. 

"We ar anxious to ensure that families are not exposed toany potential conflict with police. We have 
been threatened under tresspass laws should we seek to hold the festival in Federation Mall in front of 
raruiadient Fiousc Families need not have any fears as we Will be holding many events away from 
Parlian{ienL Rouge for their benefit but it is outrageous that citizens should not be allowed to hold a 
peacef$l gathering in the very centre of our democracy", said Kevin Parker spokesperson for the 
Forest Embassy 

"This is a clear case of environmental prejudice, and is a blatant attempt to muzzle the community's 
concerT) about the continued destruction of our forests. Gatherings outside Parliament house have 
uccurred many tinics before - by Aboriginal people, farmers and log truck diivcrs for instance- yet it 
is the c9nservation community that is to be the "test case" against democracy. Refusing the right to 
gatherén masse outside Parliament House is unconstItutional. 

aThis  cpuld become a major embarassment for the Federal Goverment, We are calling an Brian Howe 
- who i ultimately responsible for this fiasco - to make a stand for human rights and give the Forest 
Einba4y the go-ahead. U%ent talks with relevant authorities are contiiting" concluded Mr Parker. 

For flirt/itt iszfiruwtion contact; 

Kevin Parker 018 449 080 	Lucy Horodny 06 257 5122 (W) 06257 6597 (H) 

Show your support 
Presented by Australia's conservation groups 
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warmly congratulated the Federal Minister for the Environment, Senator 
John Faulkner, on the key role he played in achieving this major 
conservation, victory for the "jewel in the crown" of NSW's coastal heritage. 

On the other hand, the Council is very disappointed by the failure of both the 
Federal and NSW governments to effectively implement the National 
Greenhouse Response Strategy. Action is particularly called for in NSW 

•which generates about a third of Australia's Greenhouse gas emissions and 
where urban freeways and road-based transport continue to proliferate 
without regard to the environmental consequences. The Council believes 
that firm targets should be mandated to demonstrate an effective 
commitment by the Federal and NSW governments towards energy 
conservation and a reduction in fossil-fuel based energy consumption. 

The Council is also strongly concerned that the Federal Government has stiii 
not achieved endorsement of the National Strategy for the Conservation of 
Biodiversity, in part d.u.e to the NSW Government's refusal to endorse this 
most vital initiative in support of the Biodiversity Convention. It is also 
disappointing that the NSW Government has not yet introduced adequate 
comprehensive endangered species legislation. 

Native Vegetation Loss 

The loss of native vegetation continues virtuaU.y unabated throughout .NSW 
making a mockery of government policies promoting ecological 
sustainability. The clearing of native vegetation for the expansion of broad-
acre and irrigated farming in inland NSW, the continuous logging of NSW's 
old growth forests, the destruction of bushland by urban development and 
the loss of remnant vegetation due to the conversion of Crown lands to 
freehold mid the widening and/or clearing of roadside verges, all contribute 
to the net loss of native vegetation, habitat and genetic diversity. At the 
present time over 60 ha of old growth forest are destroyed every day in 
NSW while governments procrastinate, committees proliferate and the life 
support systems of endangered species rapidly decline or disappear. 

The Council congratulates the Federal Government on its support for the 
Desertification Treaty and once again expresses its disappointment that the 
NSW Govehimen.t did not fully endorse Australia's commitment. 

National Parks and Protected Areas 

Although the Council is of the view that all landholders and land users must 
accept responsibility for conserving hiodiversity, it is essential that a 
comprehensive system of national parks and protected areas he established 



NATURE CONSERUATIOA COUNCIL . OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 	- -: 
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THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

NSW FOREST POLICY FAILURE 
PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY 

Last week, -NSW Parliamentarian Richard Jones was arrested - along 
with 37 other protesters - while attempting to inspect old growth forest 
being logged in Compartment 579 in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest 
near Dorrigo. 

This area has been verified as old growth forest by an independent 
•arbitrator appointed by the Department Of ConservatiOn & Land 
Management. The National Parks & Wildlife Service has verified that 
the area is of high conservation value. Many trees in the compartment 
are extremely ancient - some Brushbóx may be up to 2,000 years old! 

Logging old growth forest oE this significance is a flagrant breach of the 
National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) signed by Premier John Fahey 
and Prime Minister Paul Keating in December 1992. 

Al2.15pm on Wednesday 5th October Richard Jones will host a Media 
Conference in the Media Room, Level 6, NSW Parliament House: Two 
members of the NSW Govetnment's Forest Policy Advisory Committee 
will be present to detail the Government's failure to meet the 
conservation requirements of the NIFPS. 

On display at the Media Conference will be photographs of old growth 
forest at Wild Cattle Creek - an example of the magnifident ancient 
forests being detroyed as the NSW Government continUes to authorise 
logging of approximately 60 ha of-old gro*th fprest per, day. 

For further itiformation contact Sic! Walker 02 247 4206 (tU) or 02 305 090 .(h) 

M.beS 

IUCN 
Tb. ffi.ld C.nnth. U.M. 
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. LANp AND WATER CONSERVATfON 

MAJOR BOOST FOR FORES'ny ENVIRONMS.JT STUDIES, 

14 April 1994 

N,S W Land and Water Conservation Minister, George $ouris, has ansioun 	a substantial upgrading of. State Forests' Envimnmen 	Impact Statement (E(S) program 

Mr Souns said he intended New South Wales to lead the way in Australia in 
environmental assessment arid set an example for the other States 

Currently, the 12 EJSs for areas which include Old Growth forests are being prepared 
under the Timber lndusfry Interim Protection Act, introduced in March 1992- The total 
cost of tue program is $15 million over 5 years 

"Since that time, the have been several very Important deveiopme affecting forest 
managemt and envlronJrterga assessment, ivlr Souns said 

These Included the release oftheiinal Resource Assessment Commission Report the 
adoptiop of the National Forest Policy, and the apporntrnentof a State Forests Board.. 

'Both documents stress the importance of Old Growth forest values and the need to 
asses them very care&iuy" the Minister said 

"There is no doubt that community expectabons about the need to reduce the Impact 
of commercial activity on forests are much higher than they were 

"1 am pleased to announce that State Forests has Introd 
measures- 	 uced the followng new 

State Forests is working with the NPWS to refine endangeredtna survey methods 
and appmpnate management prescriptions to ensure that management does not 
adversely affect the conservation status of this important groupof species. Known or 
expected occurrences of these animals are set aside from fogging or have logging 
practices altered to limit Impact 

- Review of fauna Surveys by recognised external experts; 

'An 'ntenr,n process has been developed Which enables State Forests to identify 
candidate areas of o!d growth fbrest and. within thoje ar!as: to assess relative 
conservation reci -eation aesifiebo and arthaeologicaj values These as sessments ,will be used to avoid scheduling operations in old growth forests which potentially have fjj- csenJaUon valuespendjng a comptehenai state-wide asàessment to meet 
National Forest Policy. undertakingSl. A pilot project is underway involving State Forestsr and the NPWS funded by the Natural Resources Audit Council 

./2 

Level 3 State Office Siodc MacquaneSLn,a Sydney NSW 20430 
fly 	oncQ33 	Fx()a$aj Mrze(OSnons3 	.. . 
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'External review of legai aspects of lSs, 

.irnplemerflatjon of a !peda!y developed wildlife training .programforSbte Forests 
- staff. 	 . 	 -. 

"At the end of Die ElS program State Forests will have the best information on 
distnbutwq and abundance of animals and measurement of their habitat or any 
equivalent agency in the world,7Mr Souns said 

The Minister said the fauna studies were being designed in- consultation with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 

"This complements a data base recently complied by the NPWS on animal distributioft 
Collectively there 1s no equivalent body of information of forest animal populations 
anywhere in the world - 

In addition, although State Forests was entitled, under eiasting Legislation, to determine 
the ElS for Eden, State Forests has requested that the Eden ES $!outd be brought 
under tne TIIP Act and determined by the Department of Planning 

"State Forests is committed to 8 transparent process of external review and i egulabon, 
as wail as to pursuing the highest possible standards of environmental care. 

"The information gained from tile 9$ process wifi provide a Sound basis for tile 
ecologically sustainable management of the State's preaous native forests forpresent 
and future generations 

Mr Souns said the upgraded EISs would take longer to complete, and would require 
an amendment to the TIIP Act to ensure the tame needed was available 

"The amendment to the Act should be endorsed by all who have the best interests of 
the environment at heart; the Minister said 

ends:  

-I.. 
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SECURITY 
WHAT: WHEN: WHERE: WHY: WHO: 

• 	
WHO? 	: 

Members and Supporters of The Wilderness Society 
Other Environment groUps in Sydney eg: 

National Parks Association 
• 	 . : 	• NSW Nature Conservation Council 

Paddlers for Peace 
• 	. 	 and others 

WHAT? 
Peaceful demonstration with quality speakers 

WHEN? 
•12 - 2pm, Tuesday April 19th, 1994 	 • • . 

• 	•• 	
••••. 	 WHERE? 	H 

Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 
(Meeting at TWS, lAjames Lane, at 11am) 

	

WHY? 	• 
To halt the implementation of Resource Security LeOislation by NSW Parliament being 

railroaded through by the native forest logging industry in defiance of legislation that 
• currently demands environmental impact•statements BEFORE any logging approvals 

	

are considered 	• 	... 	 • . 



KESOUItCL SECUnIry 

The term "Resource Security" refers to the'governm'erit mechanisms for guaranteeing 
timber companies the right to continue logging pricelesS native forests through the cre- 
atioh of permanent togging zones. Publicly-owned forest resources will be alienated for 

control by private companies, mainly to feed huge export woodchip projects and new 
export pulpmills. 

"Resource Security" is the same' as 'nature destruction'. If it continues to be pUrsued by 
the NSW Goyernment, it will'forever deny people the chance to properly protect our 

native forests. 

Native forest logging is subsidised by the people of NSW to the tune.of over $1 billion.' 
• Tax payers subsidies include finanaing industry infrastructure such asaccess roads and 
• the unrealistically low royahies paid by woodchip companies. These cOsts would be 

avoided if plantation timber which is now available was utilised. (There is 250,000 
hectares of these plantations available in NSW NQWUI) 

• 	The native forests sector of the Timber Industry in the Staie's SE has runout of trees 
because of overcutting and current forest protection legislation. The NSW Govt's:Timber 

Industry (Interim Protection) Amendment Bill is a secret initiative attempting resoUrce 
uaranteesin the fate of the rising tide of community qoncern fOr our dwindling native 

forests. This Bill would be i disastrous precedent for all NSW forests. 

We will continue to lose control over our heritage as publiâ resourôes are converted to 
pr.ivate assets - without guarantee of environmentalsecurity or economic return. 

Resource secUrity in theproposed Timber Industry Bill guarantees. acdess to native 
forests for woodchipping and sawloggihg. This directly contradicts the conservation pro- 

is16ns of the National Forest Policy signed by all mainland states, territories and the 
Commonwealth Government, in December 1992. 

Resource security makes no economic - sense i  especially in light of the Federal govern- 
ments Commitment to restructuring the logging industry into lucrative plantation 

resources; "Resource Security" amounts topromises to a few select companies of wind- 
fall profits from guaranteed access to public forests. This restrictive trade practice will 

haft micrd-economiq reform by locking the industry into current unsustainable practices. 

At the moment, 'resource securit'is really a guarantee Of continued access and rock- 
bottom prices for overseas and local woodchipping interests, and of free land for future 
pulpwood plantations - even though enough existing plantation resources and cleared 

land are available to support a domestic, ecologically sustainable timber and paper 
industry. 	 • 

For more info please contact Jules McMahoA on 2677929 
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* **- Media Release -*** 
. 	... kTfl4:CbidsdSfPltl&EnvhumncmRepoflns 

SWIdIy, it Nncba -1993 . 	. 	. . 

NSW MINTER MISLEADS PUBLIC 
TWICE IN S DAYS. ON WILDERNESS 

LOGGING 
Gotrge Semis, P15W Minba lot Liii) & -Water Csmrvatiou has alt the public on logging of 
official Wikiness areas twia is the last.!tve days, The Wiltuess Soc-cay rlanwd  today 

MR SOURM. is is inious.daubi' whSn that is any logging tnkiAg ptsc in NSW 
Wilderness nina tcw Spokesperson for Minister South repattod in the Sydney Morning 

	

wrong 	 .1 

FACT: Theflcaa and Coolangsibn -h igally ideeñlied wildeStn.aseasrn south eaai. 
NSW - ate being logged d1y. OrsIji 5 days agv Mr Souris was ruuirod in CIpIZinOn ABC 
Ratio 28!.. (15/11/931cc aiathcd-nSia rdar) why Nirocnm Foresny was legging lathe. 
cffithal:Deua.wiltuess on ft NSW sank coAst (Mr Semis misIal.the.public on that 

• 	oauon also by dthztg most oki grounh Sesi was akrad9 fe' in cervn) 

The WitrsE Soc lay also ftjec ted another clahn nate by. MiniswsSowis as reported - the Herald- 

MR SCUmS: linine officio) wildenins ntis-nit cidudàd ftum.toggin flvesy forest in 
NSWwcald be nominated as a ni&*n.en by tovo.tionisrs. leaving (ht dMber indvsrry with 
no wqo4 iqplies for the pgfl fw ywf gf .. . . . 

FACT: I: Only apsoxithaie1y 23% of P45W is faren wihteniesscapableof-saiisfying die 
criteria in Samba 6cC the.WiMerness Act 1987 (P15W) 	... 	. 	-. 

2 Over 90% of Stale Pores in P15W is .uffcctcd by Wildeñ.cth proposals and 
realislially dots not qualify under The Wilderness Act 1987 (P45W) log. . ,,o.. too= ha Stale 

Fo.r 	 Bwinpo. Tap. Wfla-IQW)t .5 5e 	__ t Sits, & Bt.n.% Witn 
-- 	a- .. 	 -. 	. 

3. All die homiestie a for wilress a rismeaf by conservation gicups have been 
ai.a.cp'nl with only minor changes. The only fzivolous naxinañons have been mz4e by sqti-
environnzntzl groups as a cynical stunt lice vastiow sminalious will ónply.bc thrown 
01st 

Tom McLougblin. P45W Campaign Off.ccr for the Wlklemeis Society said 'WFaiy Must pull ?ft-
Scotia into Late The Mbiiaia is repeatedly sling- hatless claims to misled the ClXuaLnhty d'°' 
wildest St oki growth fuis. In irniXy only 10% at less of tick old growthjorni gypesare bring-
conserved. Much of this thztatenal (attn is in legally id&uiiied Wilderness areas n ring For 

FtwfuttherWonvwiiononincsin Stiq Torn Mctaqklia.a) 267 792 9(w)! (02)953 - 
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Attick rne4 
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-IVHW1A UruAln 
ATTN; Q'icfs of Stall! P!itic,4 & EbvifosIttflI.RevOfl&I 

3.00 j,.in. Novtatha IS - 1993 . 	 .. 

NSW MINIsTEÜ MISLEADS PUBLE IN -: 
FORESTRY COVER-UP IN DEU-A 

The I-lon George Sóuns, P45W Minislci For Waits and .Land Conservaition misled 

- : 	
the public on:-.the 1.1.00 ant. ABC 2BL Radio stun btillein today. Mr Souris 

to protcsts Ili couscr-vaiionists who tuccesslully stepped logging of 

brgwn baàcl and monkey gum' . wilderness todiy. ...... 

Mr Sdutis said this-morning !b!t"fl% of old growth attic in NSW were airtady 
in 'conservation ièscrves•- 0 one. turin ci- another. Mt Sotaris was . implying (hat 
most - old growth in official .Wilderncss areas or elsewhere : are  sale and 

conscrvauionssta arc; wrong. to prthcsC  

Minlstcr Souris lit naisled the public becausi:. 	 . 	.... 

1 Only appioKimatel 03-10%- of several of the ricbest types of remaining 

NSW àldgrówth forest (those on high nwnent soil's and htaviitg high: blo-diversity 

values) are' safe in r'4ilionai Parks or other officialresàvts [Norton T. .W. & Kictpauiek J. - 

- (1993)SusraISbte ForesIsy - The Urgeni, To Make the Myth A Reality. 0993i unpisbilihed. ü, mic!tl 

A rnofatoriutn for old growth wilderness utider NSW -Timber liidustr 

legislation 
is not comprehénsivc and a' tcrnpoiary respite only. The mdnoriuth 

- . 	area it not an official .:conscrvation reserve.  

- - 38%'ofNSW old r ;j Iciest is inState-Forests and available for logging now 

or thenear Future This .38% is mdc up nwinly of the richest oh) growth forests 

on high mEtricAl bus. The - 58% in- official conservation reserves contains largely 

old growth on dr,. nutrient poor soil -unsuitable- for Jogging IRciource Ancsimca' 

CucamirsioS A Sirnry Of Aaaiati, Forest Rfloarc (lWl)l - .- - . - - - 

Nationally, only approxirna'cly 9:pci cent of. all renaming "unlogged" -eucalypt - 

forest is in official conservation - resents: Rno,ne Assessaseni .Cooimistioa's FernS aS 
. TSbclnquiq FSaIRepofl (1992 Volnme Li' 143. pies &21); - - - 	. 

-. Fe, fanber infonnalion contact in Sydney Tom; MtLougjdiii4OZ) 953 768400! 267 7929(w) 
- -. .. 	. 	- 	- 	 Caaberra:..Lucy Iorodny...._(0) 257.5122(*)) 281 6154(h) 	- 

ATTN TV StATIONS: FOOTAGE OF THE PROTEST WILL BE AVAILABLE LATER TODAY 

	

Ot EARLY TOMORROW (fliES l5hllh93) Tfl.. (06) 249 8874. 1 257 5121. 	- - 
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MKD)A RELEASE 

BLUE GUM FOREST ANNIVERSARY 

September 2nd marl<s the 60th anniversary of the protection of Blue 
Gum Forest in the blue Mountains. The gazettal of Blue GumForest as 
a public reserve on 2nd September 1932 marked the completiOn of one 
of the State's, earliesi conservation batties.The. campaignto save 
Blue Gum Porest was aJSO the catalyst for the formation of the 
Federa Lion of liushwal king CI ubs . 

We owe a great debt to those early conservationists who battled to 
save the Forvst , Busl,walktns NSW Secretary. Mr Roger Le.mhit, said 
today.  . ' Faced wit Ii I he prospect. of. the Forest be jug cleared for 
growing walnuts, a coalition of conservationists including 
bushwalking clubs, the. Wildlife Preservation Society and the Boy. 
Scout Associatiuji, raised £150 during the dapth of Great Depression. 
to buy out the . j ease. 

''I'he Blue Gum Forest Committee, as the coalition was known, enlisted 
the help of Sydney businesses to assist the campaign. Prominent in 
providing assistance werej.U. t.ockley.('Redgum') of the 'Sydney 
Horning Herald' and W. J . Cleary, a former Coniinissionér for Railways. 
The willingness of the lessee, Mr C. A. liungerford of Bilpiñ, to halt 
work wtii 1st t lie Corr,ini I t cii at. t emptecl to raise I tincis should also be 
acknowledged' , Mr. teinbit said. 

'A program of events has been arranged to recognise the significance 
of the occasion' Mr l,embiI said. On Friday night, the Blue Gum Ball 
is _be i ng he, Id 'ni Pet ersham Town Hal .1 . . On Saturday. 4th September 
bushwalkers wi I I meet near blue Gum Forest for a campfire 
celebration (camping in the Forest itself is now prohibited due to 
overuse) on Sunday a formaJ celebration wi I I be held in the Forest. 
Attending the Sunday ccJ.ehrat ion will he relatives of the original 
[I] ue Gum Forest Coinm.i ttee • old lime .tiüshwal kers and the Leádei of 
the Opposition, Mr Bob Cars 

In October the National Parks and Wildlife, .Servi(e will beholding a 
workshop to di scitss future management of the Forest and the nearby 
cainpi ng area at Ac:a' i a FJ at . Furl her information on I he workshop can 
he obtained from the Service's Blackheatli, office. 

Cont act for fur titer. I nit ormat. I on 

Roger Lembit 	(047) 51 655Q (li/b) 
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Rotis 	 . 	.. 	 - 	....... 	....... 

I!AEGb€D w. . 	bWY..Nov4aKa 	 . 	 ..... .. Summary of Gandhi. 
NSW FORESTRY COVER-LiP 	 Nonviolence Principles 

MORE BREACHES OF NAflONAL. FOREST POLICY IN DEUA 
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OVER 500 FOREST AREAS ACROSS AUSTRALIA THREATENED BY LOGGING ACTIVITIES 

A coalition of conservation groups today released details of over 500 areas of forest that are 
threatened by logging across Australia that should be protected from logging activities by the 
Federal Government. 

The coalition of environment groups, including The Wilderhess Society, Friends of the Earth, 
Victorian Conservation Council, Conservation Council of the South East Region and Canberra, East 
Gippsland Forest Alliance, the ?lestern Australian Conservation Council and the New South Wales 
Conservation Council of NSW called on the Federal Government to ensure that the moratorium agreed 
to as clause of the National Forests Policy is implemented to protect the areas. 

Last Monday night Federal Cabinet agreed that the Federal Environment Minister Mrs Kelly should 
formally advise the Minister for Resources Mr Lee which areas should be excluded from the 
woodchip export licences. 

Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society, Mr Alec Marr, said that Environment Minister Mrs Kelly 
has written to Mr Lee with a list of forest areas that would see extensive areas of forest with 
comprehensively documented high conservation values left open for logging. 

Mr Marr said that the Federal Government has the opportunity to protect the best of Australia's 
forests in 5 Australian States. 

Spokesperson for the Victorian Conservation Council, Ms Linda Parlane, said that Mrs Kelly has 
proposed protection for none of the 185 areas of wilderness, old growth forests which the and 
rainforests that the Victorian Government is aut to log. 

Spokesperson for the Nature Conservation Council of IISW, Mr Sid Walker, said that it was 
essential that, as well as provision for moratoria, the 1994 woodchip licences ensure that the 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency has the role of protecting endangered species in all 
affected areas. 

'This condition has already been applied to woodchipping on the north coast of New South Wales 
and there is no excuse for it not to be extended to all other woodchip licences' Mr Walker said. 

For further information call 018 550 289 
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: 	 : 	•, 	28 September 1993 

National and statewide environment groups representing 
over 100,000 people today  condemned the aätions of the 
.NSW Government and the Rev Fed -Nile as 'creating the 
en''ironment in which the violence at this mornings 
attack by loggers an a peaceful. deMonstration by 
conservationist, ould take place' 

The NSW Governmqnt has broken the conser'vation 
principles of the national f-crest contract signed by them 
and the Commonwealth làstyear; and theRev Fred Nile has, 

- . 	said he will block the South East Forest Protection .B11 
- the only road to peaçe. 	• 	.. 	. . 

1n.the.iight cif hat happsnd this mrning thyn'ed to 
look long and hard attheir conscinces.' Peaceful 

• . 

	

	. . protestors trying to protect irreplaceable ancient 
wildérnessforest were attacked without proVocation.' 

- Do the Government and the Rev Fred Nile endorse this 
thuggeryV, the groups-asked.  

We áredetermired that the destruction of the southeast 
forests will not occur ithoUt'protest; that the NSW 
Go'ernrnent and Rev Nile will be held accountable; and the 
'conservation principles of the National Forest Policy be 
bpheld. 	 . . . 	• 	: 	. 	 . 	. - 

The peaceful protest has been taking place €or over a 
week in an effort to draw attention to the logging of 400 
year old trees, in contraenton of the National Forest 
!0licy. 	.. . 	 . 	. 	. . 	.. • 

GROUPS ENDORSING THIS STATEMENT: 
AUSTRALIAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATiON 

• 	THE WILDERNESS: SOCIETY 	 - 	.• - 
SaUTE-I LAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE - 



WILD 

BIG TIM S EE  
HELP SAVE YOUR PLANET NOW 

ISSUE ONE 17-10-92 

Amid the vast changes passing through all our lives some things have always 
remained constant - until now. Economic and emotional depressions come and 
go, but our world is changing in ways it never has before. We can't really know 
what we've lost when it's gone, and right now the heritage of us all is being plun-
dered by the mindless games of a few. If we bury our heads in the sand now, our 
bodies will surely follow soon. 

Anyone who has spare time or skills is needed NOW to help save this part of our planet, our home. 
Camps of forest occupiers have been created in the highland forests of New South Wales, on the edge 
of forests closed to the Australian people and media. Come see for yourself, while our ancient ecosys-
tems still exist. There is really very little time left to act. You are herein invited to join the bands of 
forest defenders in whatever capacity you are capable. We are saving the OLD GROWTH trees, the 
ancient dreaming ecosystems which still sustain us all - thousands of years old, and about to be 
pulped for transnational paper. 
Many important Issues confront us in these Big Times- but our priority is the survival of the forests and all the 
species therein. Once they're gone, they can't come back - unlike uranium or chemical waste, this is an issue 
that WILL go away if we don't all actually do something NOW. 

ACT NOW! THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 
THE FORESTS NEED US - WE ALL NEED AIR AND WATER! COME TO THE 

CAMPS OF THE FOREST DEFENDERS NOW AND LEARN ABOUT YOUR WILD 
HERITAGE - WHILE YOU STILL HAVE ONE! 

THE MEDIA HAS BEEN BANNED FROM WITNESSING THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE LAST FRAGMENTS OF AUSTRALIA'S ANCIENT FORESTS! DON'T 

BELIEVE ANYTHING YOU READ OR HEAR - COME SEE FOR YOURSELF 
WHILE THERE'S STILL TIME! 

The camp of the forest defenders currently occupies the CARRAI PLATEAU. We invite anyone who wants to 
make a difference to come and stay with us, sharing the earth, food, water and skills. Come and share the good 
times and help us save ourselves. The last thousand year trees are being torn out NOW, this Spring, while the 
corporations believe they still have the time to do It. This is happening NOW. Pack NOW. Tomorrow WILL be 
too late. Many other forests on the East Coast are scheduled for destruction in the weeks and months ahead. 

But the Carrai Plateau is being defended NOW. 

ACTUALLY DO IT! PACK AND LEAVE NOW FOR CARRAI! 
WHAT TO BRING 

Warm clothes, food, water, tarps, rope, camping gear, cameras (still and video), radios and any 
communications equipment, musical instruments, tools, chocolate, etc, etc. 

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
If you can't make it to the blockade immediately, the forest defenders need donations of MONEY OR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE EQUIPMENT URGENTLY. We are operating on a self-generated shoestring budget while the 

timber industry approaches the forests with millions of dollars worth of heavy logging equipment. Send 
cheques or cash to: 

CARRAI DEFENDERS DONATION 
Cl- the CLARENCE ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 

P0 BOX 1073 GRAFTON NSW 2460 (066) 431 863 - FOR MORE INFO: THE BIG SCRUB (066) 213 278 
YOU CAN ALSO HELP BY WRITING LETFERS TO NEWSPAPERS AND POLITICIANS, PHONING 

RADIO TALKBACK SHOWS AND ORGANISING PROTESTS IN YOUR OWN AREA 
Pr cssr rnpv u;c sign sss yr niut 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL 

Prbteét Your Culture. 
Protect Your. Future 

Ppote, st- Ma, *rc'h. 
• December22 at Lady Macquarle's Chair. 11am. 

To protect the old gruwch forests which have provided 
• food, shelter and cultural sites since time began. Our 
•öUlthral practices. depend on the iurvjvaj ofthe 
environment. No forests, rio sites, nóceremonies, no 
animals., 	. 	. 

The Indigenous population of N$W must stand up for our 
Mother the Earth. She raised ui from the dreaming to the 
presànt and she needs us now. The Government must be 
stopped from allowing the continued destniction of our culture 
aàd. Our cultural resources. • 	• 	• 

.. lisTirn.to  Hit the Streets.' 



•-iI NM1VE 
FOREST 
NETWORK. 
MELBOURNE 

N)90X2 
RflROY, VICrORIA 

305 

j\ 4r'q4 

MELBOURNE NATIVE FOREST -NETWORK 
CIO FRIENDS OF THE EARTH • 	 P0 BOX 222 

FITZROY. VFCTORIA; 3065 
PH: (03) 419 8700 

FAX: 103 ) 416 2081 

Dear 

This is a brief note concerning the Australian Forest Conference to be held 
in Melboutne in the last week of October. 1994.  As our flyer states we intend, to 
bring together indigenous people,forest dwellers, forest activists, conservation 
scientists and NGO's from all over Australia to come to Melbourne to discuss the 
ciisi facing Australia's forests. 

• 	We hope to dO this by having representatives from forest grotips around thc 
country speak on the second day of the conference about what is happening to 
the forests of their bio-region. Given the aims which this conference hopes to 
achieve, the conference organisers strongly encourage as many regional 
environmental networks/campaigns throughout Australia to be represented. NFN 
perceives this to be an integral component towards establishing a co-ordinated 
national action plan to rescue what remains of Australia's forests. 

• - Our intention is • to formulate an Australian Forest Action Plan, as well as 
setting in place a national grassroots network of-forest groups. The Native Forest 
Network (NFN) can then provide local campaigns with both national and 
international focus via the NFN Nevsletter and offer NFN members up to date 
information concerning local, national and international efforts -  towards the 
protection of forest ecosystems. 	- 

It would be great if a representative of your group could make the journey 
to Melbourne. We realise that there are time and financial constraints to consider, 
espeêiallv thefurther.from Melbourn&a delegate has to come; Fundraising will 
be happening in Melbourne during the year to help cover some transport costs, 
however as this fund is bpund to be limited don't rely 100% on this. 

- .Could you please inform us as early as possible of your group's decision to 
send a delegate (or delegates). If you do attend we will promise'you a great couple 
of days in Melbourne. Hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTHCNY AMIS 
GAVAN McFADZEA.N 

"J .0 .  I .  
Conference Organisers 



• 	A LIST ALlAN FOREST CONFERENCE 1994 
EXPRESSION OF 17VTEREST FORM.. 

Please tick circle or fill in where appropriate; and send it back to us AMP. Thanks/ 

This is aformforyoi5'our group or orgcinisätion to fill out and send to us to give the 
conference organisers an idiaof how many people are coming and from where, how 
many we need to cater,  for, accommodate and provide child care for etc. 

Your registration will need to be forwarded by Friday, October 7, 1994. We'll be sending 
out registration forms before then.  

Name/Organisa....................................... .................................................................. 
Addresw ......... . ......................... . .............................................................................. 

.......................................................Phéne:........................................ 
Anox. Number Attendiflè from your Group/Orgañi atior Network................................. 

ATTENDANCE . . 

Non-Government Organisatlon 	. . 	.$ loo 
Others 	 . . 	. 	. . 	1350 

$tudenuandUrnpJoyed 	iday 	. $15 
2days 	. $25 

Waged 	: 	•. 	lday 	$25 
2 days 

• (includes lunch, morning and 4fteinoon tea; and conference programmes) 

• . • 	Childeare:. 	.. 	Please tick if childcare ré4uired 	0 
DISCOunt of 10% for payment In lull before September 1, 1994. 

• ACCOMMODATION: (pleasispedI) 

0 •. :BiHeting. We would like an idea of numbers of people wishing to 
billet so that we can arrange accommodation. 	No. of people.... 

0 	Backatkets:($12to$15pèrnight) 	. 	No.of people.... 

0 	Motel: ($30 to $40 per night) 	 No. of people 

CONFERENCE ENTERTAINMENT: (Please Indicate 11/how many attending) 

0 	Confrrence Dinner on Monday Evening (24110/94) at $30 pet hepd 
Special Dietary Requirements?.............................................. ........... 
No: of people ............................. :. 	. 

.0 	FiMd Trip to Cenfral Highlands onWed (26110/94) at $25 per head • 	• 	No.of people ................... ........... 
Total Remittance: 
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OVER 500 FOREST AREAS ACROSS AUSTRALIA TERIA1IIED BY WCGIIIG ACTIViTIES 

A coalition of Conservation groups today released.details of over 500 areas of forest that are 
threatened by Jogging across Australia that should be protected from logging activities by the 
Federal Government, 

The coalition of environiusnt groups, inclu69 The Wilderness Society, Friends of the £arth1 
Victorian Conservation Council, Conservation uncil of the South Rest Region and Canberra, East 
ipps1and Forest Alliance, the lestern Auêtralian Conservation Council and the New South Wales 

Conservation Council of Nsw  called on the Fedekal Government to ensure that the moratorium agreed 
to;as clause of the National Forsts Policy Is Implemented to protect the areas. 

Last S  Monday night Federal Cabinet agreed thai the Federal EnvironSnt Minister Mrs Relly should 
formally advise the Minister for Resources Mr Lee which areas should be excluded from the 

'oodchip export lloences. 	
: 	. 	.. 

Spokesperson for The Wildernss Society, Mr Alec Marr, said that Envirorunent flinister Mrs Kelly 
has written toHr Lee with a list of forest 8reas that would see extensive areas of forest with 
comprehensively documented high conservatiol values left open f or logging. 

Mr Marr said that the Federal Government has! the opportunity to protect the best of Australia' a 
forests in S Australian States, 

Spokesperson for the Victorian Conservtion!council, Ms Linda Parlane 1  said that Mrs Kelly his 
• proposed protection for nne of the 185 ardas of wilderness, old growth forests 	t and 

• 	rainforests that the Victoriaji Government 11 about to log. 

Spokesperson for the Nature Conservation ouncil of NSI,' Mr 814 Ifalker, said that it was 
essential that, as well as provision for wFatoria, the 1994 vdchip licences ensure that the 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency has: the role of pztecting endangered species In all • 	affected areas. 	. 	. 	. 

'This condition has already bes applied t voodchippin on the north coast of New South Pale 
and there is no excuse for It not to be extended to All.otherwoodchip licences' Mr Walker said. 

For further iñfomatjon call 018 550 289 
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ATrr'a: Chief, of Stan I Politic I and Environmental nepoflera 

Saturday, a December.. 1003 

RECREATION OflOLJPS 'GENERAL .COMUNITV- AND LOCAL LAND- 
HOLDEHS SOLb OUT BY ANTI-WILDERNESS LOBBY 

The "anti-environment raiiy at Moruya on the NSW. South .  Coast Is "a soil-out of decent 
recreation groups, the community and local iand-holdSra, The Wiiderfless Society said today. 
The rally Is organissd by 'a minority wIthinthe new 'Public Land Users Alliance' which also 
staged. a demonstration on. November 10 this year ied by Peter Coohrane (NSW NP) in 
I..lacquarle Street. Sydney.., . 

Torn Pslct.Dughiin NSW Campaign Coordinator for the Wlidernsse Society said today 

Wnfortunatsiy some of the earns organisera of last moflth's anti-environment rally are aoain 
sioading many decent people who will attend this rally in good faith and whose concerns 

can mostly be resolved. . . . . 

For instance most responsible off roaders at the rally may not realiSe that: 

- For theotflclaily assessed Deua -Wilderness, vehicular, access to. popuiar' camping. 
arOse at Bakers. Fiat and. Deua River CampinQ area both on Araluon Rd, and the Big 
I-sole recreation area. are unaffected. Similarly popoiar access roads encircling the edge 
of the wlidemooe are unaffected. Walking, camping, climbing and canoeing are all 
legitimate activities in the Wilderness. For safety reasons fire management Is unatfec*ed 
under the, NSW Sushfire' Act. Thousands of disabied people are known to use 
wilderness areas according to Patet research In the United States (1002 Report aveible on 
requestfl  

- There is' roughiy 100,000 hectares: of NSW Stats Forest aSjacent to the -officially 
assessed .Deua Wliderness accessible by ott-road vehicle from tvioruya (Moruya S.F.. pan 
Dampiar S.F... Sodaila S.F., WsnderaS.F., part taiLaenda S.F.. Mungeratle SF:. .Ser$ang S.F.. DeAdour. S.F.) and 
from Baternan'e Bay Vaogo S.F., S..okenb.a s.F.. Solaro S... wfl-  S.F.. Senandarah S.F.. Ouafl POt S.F., 

onga e.F.. Sc off roadets are definitely catered for-without- a.doubt: 

- the' Australian 4W0 Ciubs Association. 'from as for back as 1983,   acknowledges that 
fragile wiiderneaa areas' like the officially assessed Oeua I&Ipoulef contain no nan made 
Intrusions, such as roads; powerlines or. constructions ... - (submleelon on Land Managemarn tpr 
RecreatIon lice By 4W0 vhibles (loss)]' SimIlarly South . Coast Off Road Preservation 
Gnthualmota agree the Sudawang Wilderness is too sensitive for off road vehicles tSo.,U. 
Ooast flsoleoerae,1cI0.a pa). Vet another newly formed recreation lobby' group acknowledges - 
when (off road vehicle s] are driven 'impropafly. In wrong places, or at the wrong times,. 
these vehicles serIOusly damage vegetation, disturb, wildlife, soar the lanct .cape, create 
soil et'aalon and water pollution..." rrread lJOlfllY i On Public 'and Priwate Land In Austraiia' information, 
last let (1 003)) . - .. . 

* The research has boán done: Two Oovernment Inquiries have recommended that 
sensitive wiidernose' areas should be off limits to oft road vehioies (Federal House of 
Repeea.ntq.ths.aa Inquiry into Off Road V.hisea (ISfl). State Poilution ccnol Commission Off need Vehicles inquiry 
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"The general community made their wishes on Deua Wilderness known last year in the 
advertised 4 month public submission period which ended on 4/911 992 - about 80% were in 
favour of the Wilderness. This result is reinforced by the recent news that about 5000 original 
submissions out of.a total of 7000 for another official Wilderness.- the Ettrema & Budawang 
area near Nowra - were also in favour of wilderness management. 

uLand..owners  in the local Deua Catchmont. and Wilderness Protection Association, Martin 
Phillips and Geoff Ashman, told the Wilderness Society yesterday that the overwhelming 
majority of local land-holders around Deua support the Wilderness, proposal. They believe the 
plan will protect their water catchment especially in beautiful Georges and Diamond Ck areas 
which are threatened by old growth logging. This catchrnent also provides clean water for 
Moruya and Tuross Head townships". 

Other land-holders, Bernie & Therese Kocur from Moruya,. support the Deua Wilderness plan. 
Bernie Kocur said I've been visiting the Deua for 10 years now. In that time the 'roads have 
become more and more eroded. The responsible 4WD people reckon they don't leave their 
rubbish but they can't control the irresponsible ones because I've seen their bottles and tin 
cans. I!ve  also seen trail-bikers in there  ripping up the ground". 

"Last Easter while we were walking in Deua with friends at Diamond Ck we found a tTaii 
slashed right through the 'pristine old growth forest catçhment. There were hoof print3, and 
horse droppings, and tomahawk and machete marks on.trees to blaze the trail" Bernie Kocur 
concluded.  

Peter Woof who owns land at Peak View 8 kilonietres from Numeralla on the. western side of 
Deua Wilderness said "I know of plenty of pretty stream and river-sides that have been 
devastated by logging.' Recreational users won't go to them after that. The native forest-timber 
industry are the real culprits in removing recreational areas". 

In conclusion Mr MàLoughliri said "Perhaps the most devastating effect of 4WD and horse 
tracks in wilderness is the fragmentation which promoteè the spread of feral predators and 
noxious weeds. These affect rare arid endangered species in Deua such as the Squirrel 
Glider and many others. (Seo 'Keep the Deua Wild' Th. Wildernoss Society (1993)1 

For more information please contaöt: 
Tom McLoughlin ... on .....teL (02) 953 7684 (h) or (02)267 7929 (w), 1•14 

4WD TRACK IN DEUA & BARRINGTON TOPS WILDERNESS AREAS (BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS AVAiLABLE ON•'• 
REQUEST)  
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* * * Media Release * * * 
Afl thia of LWPolthal I 

NSW FORESTRY ECONOMIC IMPACt ADVItEs'81 ZARRE",' GROSSLY 
EXAGGERATED", "DEMEANING TO COUNTRY PEOPLE" 

•Wecdnes,day, $ December 1993  

• 	the Wilderness Society has received a copy of a letter c'onaining 
• :darnn:ing criticism of State forests of,. NSW (fqçmerl'y thç NSW Forestry 

Commission) and its economic ifflpàct. 'report' on Wilderness areas from 
April this year. 

• The letter of.2/'12/93 (attached) was' wrjtt'r( by David GOdden, SeniOr 
Lecturer' 4  Department of Agricul;tural Economics, University of Sydney. 
The ietter:.respands to George 'Spuris. Ministór for. Land zind Water 
Conservation who has dismissed Mr Godden's findings, published in the 
Sydney'MorntnpHerild on 17/6039 that :  the Forestry 'report' i. . 

exaggerates timber values from $5 aillion to $22? million; 

'I incorrectly, uses "multipliers" todetermine f ...owron effects to.loèal 
communities;:  

double counts some elements in its calculations. 

in his 3 p9e letter Mr Godden rejects the Minister's explanations and 
further finds that flit NSW Forestry. 'report'a  

-. relies on several 'bi±arrq •ocânomic assumpt'fons, . 
appears 'to grossly over-estimate impacts of withdrawal of. 

H 	•loggingresource 	. 	' : 	. 	.,, 	• 	 , 
uses a questionabl.e methodology . 	. 

- it:demeánin, to.country people by assuming the5r 
lack of ertrepeneurial spirit 

Tom, MLoughlin NSW Campaign Coordinator f or  th 'wilderness Society 

said '. today 	Mr Sodden, an independent expert. has compróhensi'vel Y 
dumpEd NSW Forestry andtheir 'report' on state Wilderness areas. His 
letter 	confirms 	that .Forittry. " büreaucrat' 	, arC 	misleaøing 	the:. 
community., misleading, industry, misleading their Minister, and 'in 
:èff'cct misleading NSW Parliament..  

'"The 'timber industry doesn't need: 'to woodchip wilderness forests.' 

• , Theré'are 250 0 000 hectaresc or more, .'Qf 'hardwood and softwood 
plantations in NSW already available for logging This tree cropping 
can provide boQming exports without woodchipping old growth 
wilderness, 

:.'witderness • areas ' are 	an 	eèo'tourisn ' asset 	of ' interatioial 
.siónificance" Mr•McLoughlin concluded. 	• 	. 	','• 	• ' 	'• • 

More .fntor'tatioñ: Tom Mc4"oug1zl'in..t.(02) 267 7929 (w)/(02)

' 

 953 7684. 

• 	' 	' 	' 	: 	' 	. 	' 	• 	' 	: 	• 	' 	 : 	.:. 	'.  
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.3 EcaL De!C 

The University of Sydney 
DEPARTMI(NT OP AGRICULTURAL ECONOMiCS 

Hcu4 at Dupwuoent 	
Now Saudi Wulos 2(Th 

TO MaAuIiiy 	 . 	Auarati 
Tckplii.ito (02)6924514 (dkcct) 

O26922l4(tev) 

2 December 1993 
Mr. 0, Souris MLA 
Minister for Land and Water Conct'vat:on 
Level 3, State Office flloik 
Macquark Street 	 - 
Sydney NSW 2000 

fax: 228 3801 

Dear Mr Souris 

The Wilderness Society has sent me a copy of your letter of 5 October 1993 to Ms Gladys Boulton, 
Coordinator of the Society's Central West Branch. In your letter 1  you mentioned comments I made 
earlier this year on the Forestry Commission's report Economic Impact of Wildarans Proposals oii 
Slate Forests. L. 	it 	t. StMti ' 74/113 

Your letter makes four poInts about my comments on this report: 

1. I deliberately downplayed the magnitude of the losses by misconstruing the pi1141e6 of sustained 
yield harvesting. 

In his letter to the Sydney Mond'ig Herald oft July 1993, Mr R.J. Haney of the Forestry 
Commission argued that "Existing old growth would be harvuted over 20 years. not 80 ran as 

Mr Godden suggesiL" The1rnblern with thl argument is that, in the Forestry CommissIQflL 

	

..,.. ,,., 	 wna riven ahout the RUtflDtiofl5 as to the ocriod over which the old 
after-the-event explanation of 

L with infonnation contained 

The analysis In the Forestry CommIsMion's report indicates that re.erowth would be harvested at a 
constant annual nue for 20 years starting at year 1, in the analysis of Porestry Commission 
royalty losses, the study notes: 

"loss of the resource currently contained In the State Forest areas lnclutkd in the 
nine wilderness nominations could impose a ono.off loss of over $50 million for 
the Porestry Commission over the penod during which the oldgrowth resource Is 
harvested, Furthermore, beyond this period an ongoing annual loss of over $1.8 
million would be imposed by the loss of the regrowth resoui'ce, ... Aftcr 
completion of 'oldgrowth' harvesting the value of the loss from the regrowth 
resource would be $ 19m, over the subsequent 20 year period, assuming a real 
discount rate of 7%." (EconomIc impart of Wilderness Proposals on Stale 
Forests, pp.4.5) 

The g%sUrnnhiflfl usd41 to arrlvc at these conluRipi$ can be deduced fronnhe results. If an annual 
value of$l .Sm is converted to a discoilMod preNent value or $l9ni at a real discount tate of 7% 

TcIn AA 26L69 UNISYt) 	 , 	MX (02) 692 2945 	 DXI 154 

growth rarest was to cc narvesica. Iv 

assumptions supposedly enbodied in 
in the report itself. 
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(the information presented In the Commission's report), then the period over which the 
discounting has occurred is years 1-20 of a planning horizon. But, according to the report, the 
"ongoing annual loss of the regrowth resource" of 51,8 1711  occurs after logging the old growth 
forest: "beyond this period (i.e. the period during which the old growth resource is hanicstedl an 
ongoing annual loss of over $1.8 million would be imposed." But, ((the re-growth is valued over 
years 1-20 and its harvest only occurs after the old growth forest has been harvested, it has 
therefore been assumed in the Commission's report that all the old growth has all been harvested 

in the Initial year (year zero in a present value analysis). 

It is easy for thtCommissifln to  claimW its report was published that the analysis is based on 
an assumed harvest period o120 years T5ibld growth forest. But, if we are to believe the 
Commission's own published rupon and not its gftpr-t.cvent ratlonalisations Its owA analysi 

cjjgdy ijidicatesihtt its estimates of the costs are based on assuming that all tile old growth forest 

is ioued in year zero, not over 20 years. 

There isa fugher. bizarre assumqtioftin this part of the Commission's analysis. As shown above, 
rc-&owth timbers iWe valued in the Forestry Commission's report from the first year of a planning 
horizon (assuming that all the old gro'th Is harvested in year zero). But - particularly with slow-
growing Australian huitiwouds - no logger Is going to fell mature trees in the year Immediately 

following the harvest of old growth timber. There will be no logging in the first year after logging 
old growth for two reasons: firstly, any trcc that was mature one year after logging the old growth 
would have been sufficiently mature to have been loged with all the other old growth timber; 
secondly, even If a mature tree was left during the original oldgrowth logging• e.g. it was 
overlooked - It would be too costly for a logger to cc-enter the forest to fell isolated trees. It may 
be decades after Initial harvesting of the old growth forest before sufficient re-growth has 
occurred to make it wotihwhile to re-enter it logged old growth forest and extract more logs. Thus 

rnaL For example, it the re-growrn timt 
years 1-20, then the present value of the rc - gr 

vplues presented by the ForcstC 
assumption of re-growth timber being harveu 
assumptions derived from the original report, 

over ZU years.  

mrvested from years £I-4U, ratner man 
resource at a 7% discount rule Is o 	20 oer 

ion Nnpnlv Is the Commissi
nly  

on's 
nn year 1)lziirre in terms of the Implied 
sting re-growth from year 1 iteven more 
ppllsution of its report whIch iñlics the old 

Because the report mukes no cAplicit mention of harvest and re-growth periods, there Is no 
Information from which to make an assessment about what appropriate harvest periods might be 
for both the old growth and it-growth timbers. These harvest periods will partly depend on 
specics- the slower the growth of the timber, the longer the return period in a sustainable 
harvesting regime. ]jius. for slow-growing Australian hardwoods, Q.hirvest oerlod,c may be 

- , 	 ,__t.. ....s 	I .n.Aa..n•naA 

- 

that,1n many cases, it is not unusual for honiwood forest compiñncnts to stay üi1oged for at 
least 70 years following felling of the old growth timbers. In this case, as I argued in my letter to 
the Sydney Moraing Haj'ald, if the old growth timber in the proposed wilderness areas was 
harvested sustainubly - i.e. felling of old growth timber in the last compartment occurs just before 
felling re-growth in the first compartment that was logged - thtn the present value of tirnber 
would be dramatically less than the Forestry CommIssion's eiFmats 

Finally, in my letter, 1playcd to the Commission's own ruletby ngcumi that the lo.cses from not 

logging the wilderness areas were represented by foregone turnover. While this may be true in-. 
the very short run, it is not true for more than a year or so. Using turnover as an estimate of locs 
assjmes that extrac$ion oLthe forest resourpe is cost-lest.- which is everum,)rc bizarre thjin snine 
öflhe Commission s other assumntl. If a profit rate of 2Oji cent on turnover Is assumed 
Thnil Hill assumed rate Thilkely to very high compared to achievable rates 	 ______ 

estim$eS. Since my estimates of not 10 
lr than the Commission's estimates, 
pmented in the commisst9n's rtnort. 

The Forestry Commission 
and has subsequen 
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with that report. The Commission has also made what appeut to be W7a aumrniontabout 
sustainable logging regimes in the proposed wilderness areas, and appears w have used 
Inappropriate methods of accounting for the costs of not logging these areas. 'thus, far from me 

Ina tuiltv of "delirntolv dawnphinit' the magnitudes of the locse, the Commission aDPe&ra 

1 mistakenly confu%ed old growth and re-growth losses. 

Si tice 

See 
Tiiii on the logged value of th 	r is timbe, it is 
old growth and re-growth losses. 	 V 

1 rt%sed guesrioniubotit the medind used to estimate regional Impacts. 

ggriainly .d41 raise questions about the method used to estimate regional Impacts. The Forestry 
Comm ss on s analysis u..sed sipllKtic inDubnutPuLffiUlIOliCr5t0JC.tUfl0ver losses into 	,k- 

regional impacts. Firstly, it Is important to note that - since the CornfflTNroil's timates of 
lo 10ff )nMStS are wrosAlv xa2fferated - the method It used for estimating regional impactiby 

mp y scaling up logging FosNes will therefore result in commensurately grps& over-estlmttctQL 
the rejto no! impact. Secondly, would have been prcfersble to have derived estimates of regional 
llffpicts directly in a regional input-outptit modal rather than using a simple scaling-up procedure. 
Thirdly, the UKU of Igkrnitout analysis may be pue.cttoned in this context, since this technique 
assumes that Ilsources do not shift between sectors 01 VIC regional economy. however, one of 
the obvious facts about rural Australia - In fanning, other resource industries, and in their service 
industries- Is its o4sjnding cipnelty tc adjust to changing economic circUmStaflqç. Thus, to use 
input-output analysis to jqss the iineavt of not logging thIb areas Is to UASuflle that resources 

that would otherwise have been used in this loggIng would never be used elsewhere in the 
economy. This wisuniption Is clearly nottrue with regard to capital, and is unlikely to be tue 
with regardto other resources except in the very short run. This HimQtDn Is actually 
demeaning to country ocoole because It qNMtIIS dies' will neii look for another job whereas, as 
Fm sure you would be aware, rural people aroty entrepreneuriaL In the use of their resouttea. 

Thus, the methods used in the Forestry Commission report ta account for the nionsl Impacts of 
not jogging the proposed wilderness arcus qt1Y.t0JmSslY 02Nd 	the costs of not 

logging. 

4, that the method of discounting I used was misleading. 

As shown in 01 above, LtIivaA the RARUI Ong usS.In tim I!nreNtry Commlssion?s studx from 
Its own analysis and I was using discounting in rarity the same way as In the Q'mminion's 
report, Thereforeif my use of discounUng was misteuding, sqvri was the Commission's? 

in conclusion, therefore, imnt"1 the infna4p&prnvj4ed tX the Forcsu'v Commission andssnaln 

in your letter of 5 October 1993 to the Coordinator of the Wilderness SocietFccntr& West Branch 

lea iii 	 co 	slot 	ut the Poresuy Commissi on's report Economic Impact of 
e.rness Propo.ca $ on tare ol'4tts. 	I 'rml believe that the estiniates of not logging the 

proposed wilderness areas its presented in this report jrossly exaggeruted. 

Yours sincerely,

(L ' avid ten 
$enior Lcciumr 
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Gippaland For.St Alliance 
Goongstsh. Victozia, 3$88. 

ALUANCE 
Telephone/fax: (OSt) 540156, 

MEDIA ALERT 

GREENS AND DEMOCRATS DECLME WORLD 
HERITAGE PARK IN EAST CIflSLAND 

.3rd F.bruary 1994 
II 

Greene Senator, Cb;iatabelchafltette and Pemoctat$ Senator Sid 
Spindler will decltre Last Gippetand's forests a "World Heritage 
Park" this Saturday morning. The wopening ceremoAys will be 
erfonted at Reneleigh Creek, which is currently being blockaded 

gy the East Gippsland Forest Alliance. East Gippaland has been 
identified as having World Heritage values. 

IMATs Grand opening of the East Gippeland World Heritage Park, 

WROs DrnnQCrata Senatot Sid Spindler . and Greeni (WA) flnator 
•chrjstabet Chaznaretto. 

wflREs Kanoleigh Creek, Errinuridra Plateau, East Gippsl&Ztd. 

maSt Saturday morning, 5th February 1994, Sam. 

no'rcGgaflIC oPPOfluzfIflES v 	spectacular mountain views, 
rainforest, entrenched blockade site, benners, Park opening 
ceremony. 

For more information contacts 
Jill Redwoo4 (051) 34 0145 
senator Chsaarette'I off iCG (06) 2773790 
Senator Spindler's office (06) 277 3640 
Dr Geoff Moats)' 03) 718 299$ 

Directions to thi site are available trots 
jilL Redwood (051) 540 145 or 
Goongerah Environment Centre (951) 340 356 

Détaca footage available 

S 
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Christabel Chamarette 
Senator for The Greens (WA) 

5th FebrUary 1994 

I Heritage Forest Park Declared Open 
In East Gippsland 

Greens (WA) Senator Christabel Chamarette this morning joined with Democrat Senator 
Sid Spindler and meinberá of the East Gippsland Forest Alliance (EGFA) to declare open 
a World Heritage Park on the grilnundra Plateau bEast Ciippsland, 

Senator Chaniarette said "1 welcome the opportunity to join with the Democrats and the 
East Gippsland Forest Alliance to highlight the need to tttly protect this critical link 
between the Errinundra and Coopracanbra National Park." 

"The forests of South Eastern Australia are biological jewels and much of this area 
contains targe stretches of rthñforost and other vegetation communities which have close 
resemblance to the ancient Gondwanic forests of 40 million years ago." 

"I applaud the actions of the EG.FA in working so hard to protect these areas. They 1  like 
their counterparts in my own State of Western Australia, have come to realise the 
importance of our high conservation value forests. 

For the past month 1  members of the EGFA have been blockading two important areas in 
th. Hrvwiri9hrrMk r.ntr.hmnit tn prrvrnt them.frnm heing nlearfelled 

Senator Chamarette said ii  note the concerns of the International Tjniàn for the 
Conseivation of Nature last month that mAny areas of native fbrest of high conservation 
value are still being logged and that a filly comprehensive 1  adequate and representative 

system is yet to be put In place." 

"The time for action by the Federal Government is well overdue. The Keating Government 
rpust move to fill its international obligations by protecting the remaining areas of native 
forest throughout Australia." 

"I will certainly do what ever I can to see that the Federal Government uses its power to 
intervene to protect our irreplaceable forest heritageo Senator Chamarette concluded. 

ColIt2et! Chrlgtabil Chamaratte (Sturdy 11.00. 17,30) 031 540 145 
(Sunday) 	 018 905 321 

Geoff Moseley 
	 037182998 

Purlitu,iczzt Iluun 
Cauitjcrru. A.C.T. 200 
ml: (06)2173791 
Fax: (06) 217 3170 
Country WaS (0(18) 803.178 

Suite 1. 111 Cohn Street 
P.O. BOX 137 

West Pith. WA. 6005 
Tel: (09) 461 1244 
Fax: (09) 322 1048 
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NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 

phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior,otice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

NOVEMBER 12th 1993 MEDIA RELEASE 

HUNTER FORESTRY OPERATIONS A TRAGEDY - NEFA 

Spokesperson for North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) Barrie Griffiths described 
current harvesting operations in the Barrington Tops and Chichester areas as 
"really tragic". Mr Griffiths said that after decades of gross mismanagement 
and overcutting of Hunter region forests, significant increases in pulpwood 
for export to Japan as uoodchips in recent years were completely degrading the 
forests of the region. 

"In the late sixties and seuenties the Forestry Commission cleared native 
hardwood forests In the Barrington area for pine plantations, established at 
huge expense. Today these plantations are useless and degraded, many have 
died. Hardwood plantations are also degraded because they were not thinned, 
whilst harvesting in the eighties removed most of the old growth as rapidly as 
possible. Inaccessible areas and forests once too steep and uneconomic to log 
are now being trashed for woodchips for Japan. At the sane time, the few 
remaining areas of high quality forests on good soil and moderate slopes are 
rapidly disappearing. Supplies of quality sawlogs will run out. At this 
moment, extensiue operations across the Barrington from East to West are 
targetting all forests not subject to moratorium in a huge "claim-staking 
exercise." 

"The EIS for Barrington operations is overdue, and publication has now been 
deferred until next year. Documents obtained from the Forestry Commission 
indicate that during the period of EIS preparation, Haruesting Plans have 
allocated areas to crown sawmills which total 8 to 10 years supply of 
sawlogs", Mr Griffiths said. 

Mr Griffiths was responding to neus received today that representatives from 
Boral Timber were pressuring the Federal Resources Minister, Michael Lee, to 
issue a special export licence to their subsidiary. Sawmillers Exports, for a 
huge stockpile of woodchips at Newcastle. A temporary licence has expired, 
pending determination of an EIS assessing the inpacts of a proposal to export 
woodchips derived from "residue" logs from State Forests, for a period of ten 
years. 	 - 

"These impacts are clearly very significant indeed. Volumes of timber removed 
will almost double, with consequent loss of habitat, simplification of species 
composition and reduction of understorey, virtual elimination of old growth 
elements, nutrient depletion, compaction, erosion and siltation, proliferation 
of weeds and fire hardy species with increased fire frequencies, lower 
stream flows, reduction in uater quality, and so on", Mr Griffiths said. 

"The public are losing these forests to Boral and Japanese profits. The 
community also loses money and jobs: The Forestry Commission lost an average 
of almost half a million dollars per annum during the eighties in Chichester 
and Gloucester Management Areas, not including the value of huge public 
subsidies, and Boral's near monopoly of the industry is costing jobs." 

"Forests supplying Boral's Newcastle exporter have been plundered, and 
prescriptions are being breached, in recent operations to create this 
stockpile whilst the EIS was being prepared. Mr Lee should comply with Federal 
legislation requiring proper assessment and refuse Boral this licence, and 
ensure that no further silvcultural residues are taken from public or 
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private lanb until the assessment process has been completed", Mr Griffiths 
said. "Environment Minister Ros Nelly should immediately issue an impact 
assessment order under the Endangered Species Act to preuent this licence 
being issued." 

Further information: See attached sheet, and contact: 
Barrie Griffiths (065) 77.3105 

NEFA MEDIA RELEASE attachment 1 SUPPORTING INFORMATION - NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SUMMARY OF GROSS OUERCUTTING: CHICHESTER MANAGEMENT AREA. 
The Management Plan (1980) calculated sustained yield at 15,800 n3 net, 
whereas actual cut in the seventies was up to 180z of sustained yield (1978). 
However, the M.P. fixed the quota allocation at 21,500 m3 net. That is, the 
Commission deliberately set the quota at 136z of sustained yield. In the six 
years following the Plan, actual cut aueraged 22,424 m3 p.a., or 140z of the 
figure giuen as the sustained yield in the Plan, but in fact by 1986,87 actual 
cut was over 300v. of the sustained yield figure of 5,818 m3 net, calculated 
after a new assessment in 1982, and adjustments resulting from the rainforest 
decision in 1984. The true position is worse houeuer, since the records show 
that assumptions and calculations forming the basis of the 1982 assessment 
were incorrect. As early as the Annual Report for 83/84, the District Forester 
is reporting that actual volume is significantly less than assessed, because 
of errors in forest typing and increasing proportion of steep and inaccessible 
areas. Despite this there was no revision of the Management Plan, which has 
still not been updated, and the quota remained the same throughout the 
eighties. From 1.1.90 revised annual quotas were finally implemented, but at 
11,000 m3 net, are still about double the sustained yield. 

The Management Plan provided for the First cutting cycle to end in 2039: 
however the new reduced quotas are about double the figure required to "eke 
out the resource until 2039", and will result in a hiatus in supply from about 
2015 until 2040, on the Commission's figures. Thus the present quotas are 
overcutting the resource in accordance with the policy of cutting out 
"overmature" forests as rapidly as possible. 

GLOUCESTER MANAGEMENT AREA 
Gloucester was grossly overcut from the late sixties by deliberate decision, 
"due to the perceived need at the time to remove the hardwood resource to make 
way for a proposed Barrington Toops pine plantation program" (M.P. 1964 p.36). 
On the basis of "a recent cursory assessment", "limited information" and "on 
somewhat subjective estimates", the M.P. guessed that the long-term sustained 
yield (10,000 m3 net) wouldn't be available until towards the end of the next 
century (2090), that the then-current levels of yield could not be maintained 
much beyond the year 2000; that from about 2020 until end of the century, 
about 5,000 m3 would be possible. Nevertheless the Management Plan approved 
maintaining the existing quota of 26,780 m3 net plus 25,010 m3 net parcel 
(parcel terminating December 1985) - almost three times the long-term 
sustained yield figure subjectively estimated on the basis of limited 
information to be available from 2090: and almost six times the estimate for 
the second cutting cycle (2020 - 2090) 

Quota allocation was reduced to 14,200 m3 net in 1988,89: but was overcut in 
that year and the following two years, 1989'90 and 90/91. The Annual report for 
1988/89 states that the new quota "is sustainable until 2020 at which time a 
quota of 5,000 p.a. will apply until 2070, thence 10,000 m3 p.a." The Annual 
Report for 199091 states that 

"Despite virtual halving of quota allocations over the past few years, current 
allocations will continue to exceed the theoretical long term sustained 
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yield leuel for the Management Area." 

A strategy which will not achieve sustained yield until 2090, whilst fixing 
quotas at 285x of the volume auailable for the second cutting cycle, is 
indefensible. 

NEFA MEDIA RELEASE attachment 2. 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION - NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

BRIEF EXTRACT FROM REPORT ON CURRENT OPERATIONS 
STEWARTS BROOX STATE FOREST: TUBRABUCCA ROAD EXTENSION. 

Compartments 5 to 9 inclusiue in the Tubrabucca area of Stewarts Brook S.F. 
(unlogged except for a small area near Barrington Trail in cmpt 6 and a small 
area of cmpt 9 in 199192) are covered by one harvesting plan, no. 93-Gi, 
comprising over 1,000 ha with an estimated volume of 45,370 m3 quota saulog 
uolume. In addition, roading work has been done and logging operations are 
about to commence in compartments 1 to 4, unlogged except for a small area in 
compartment 2, logged 198081, and comprising an additional 644.5 ha. There is 
a bulldozer currently in compartment 2, which has just been uery severely 
burnt (see photo 1.) NEFA has not been able to obtain copy of a harvesting 
plan for these four compartments. In addition, Harvesting Plan no. 92/141 
dated December 1992 couers compartments 10, 20 and 22 of Stewarts Brook S.F., 
comprising 602 ha just north of Poleblue Swamp, with an estimated volume of 
9,900 m3. The Wildlife Prescription is only two trees per hectare. A request 
to add compartments io & 20 to the Gloucester M.A. General 5.120 licence is 
dated 5th March 1993. Both these Haruesting Plans refer to the Tubrabucca 
Enuironmental Impact Assessment, which has not been made auailable. Reference 
is also made to Paddy's Ridge Enuironmental Reuieu, which has not been made 
auailable either. There is only a brief checklist attached to these harvesting 
plans, which state that "the area is couered by the Timber Industry (Interim 
Protection) Act until the Gloucester-Chichester Environmental Impact 
Statement is completed around nid 1993"; and conclude that "the environmental 
effect of this proposal is not significant and therefore an environmental 
impact statement will not be prepared". 

BARRINGTON TOPS STATE FOREST. 

One Harvesting Plan, no. 93.'G2, covers conpartnents 55 and 60 to 65 of 
Barrington Tops S.F., conprising 2,257 ha in the Eangaroo Creek area, with an 
estimated uolume of 71,851 m3 ! In addition, operations have been ongoing in 
compartments 22. 23, zo a zi of Bowman S.F. under General Licence no. T30021 a 
TSOO45. Haruesting Plans have not been made available for these Bowman 
compartments, which total 950 ha. Compartment history cards do not record 
logging history prior to operations in compartment 22 in 1990,92 (2,081 m3 
nett quota saulogs plus 5,251 tonnes of pulp), except for 43 m3 in 1975,76 
from compartment 22. Forester Craig Hawkins suggested Bowman S.F. was 
selectively logged in the sixties and seventies (pers. comm.) In addition, 
"Bowman West" is included in the Order of Working for 199394, presumably 
comprising at least compartments 26 & 29 to 31. The total gross area of Bowman 
S.F. is 2,987 ha, much of which appears to have been made available to the 
crown sawmiller, Allen Taylor & Co. (Boral Timber) for 1991 - 1994. 

Consequently during the course of the EIS preparation both Upper Hunter 
Timbers (Stewarts Brook S.F.) and Allen Taylor & Co. (Barrington Tops S.F.) 
have been allocated areas with estimated uolunes equivalent to 8 to 10 years' 
quota allocation, "to ensure supply until the EIS is completed in mid-1993" ? 

ends 
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10November94 	* Media Release * 

Moore, Macdonald and Jones Join Environment. 
Groups to Slam Government Forestry Bills 

Independent MPs Clover Moore, Peter Macdonald and Democrat MLC Richard Jones combined 
with the NSW Peak Environment Groups to condemn two National Party inspired Forest Bills due 
for debate in the last sitting weeks of the NSW Parliament. 

"The Forestry (Envimnmental and Fauna Impact Assessment) Bill 1994 would gut the Endangered Fauna 
Act and drastically reduce the applicability of the EP&AAct when dealing with forestry operations. 
This is the National Party agenda, it's a recipe for sending forest management in NSW back to the 
dark ages and must be opposed outright." said Ms Clover Moore Independent MP for Bligh. 

"The Bill also attempts to radically reduce the coimnunity's right to enforce the law by exempting 
State Forests from being subject to legal challenge. It is simply outrageous to create pubhc duties and 
then deny the community the right to enforce them,"said Dr Peter Macdonald Independent MV for Manly. 

"1 proposed resource security for plantations to the minister 12 months ago, but regret to say that the 
Tree Plantations (Harvest Security) Bill is badly flawed legislation. The definition of plantations is so 
broad that it could include large areas of High Conservation Value native forests which have been 
damaged by woodchipping. Whilst I wholeheartedly support new plantations, this Bill must be 
amended 2" said Richard Jones, Democrat MLC. 

"We have prepared amendments to the Plantations Bill which prevent native vegetation clearance 
and actually improve the level of financial security for bonafide plantation growers. lithe Government 
is serious about promoting new plantations then they should support our amendments and foster a 
bi-partisan position on this Bill," said Tom McLoughlin, NSW spokesperson, The Wilderness Society. 

"Environmentalists deplore this desperate lunge for 'resource security'. Indeed the NSW Nature 
Conservation Council Annual Conference (a policy-making umbrella group for over 90 NSW environment 
groups) unanimously condemned the Bills just 2 weeks ago" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of NCC. 

"This Parliament, in its final sitting, must not allow the National Party to rush through its reactionary 
agenda. We urge the Government to drop the Forestry Assessment Bill - and to base any legislation 
for plantation security on the outcomes of broad community consultation. True security for any 
industry must be based on goodwill - not conflict," concluded Mr Walker. 

Ms Clover Moore Ml' 2302076/ 3603053 • Dr Peter Macdonald Ml' 9762773 
Mr Richard Jones MLC 230 2858 

Ben Oquist (Peak Environment Groups) 247 4206/ 015 7040 95 
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Media Release - Wednesday 12 October '94 

MORE WOODCHIP 'MADNESS' 
A new woodchip export licence issued yesterday by Federal Minister for Resources has been 
described today by the Noith Coast Environment Council President; Mr Teny Parkhouse as 'more 
woodebip madness'. 

'The Ministers office has today confirmed that Mr Beddaill has issued a new woodcbip export 
licence to Boral'subsidiaiy company Sawmillers &port PIL, but he is being vety coy about exactly 
what his decisions has been, and how many of Environment Minister John Faulknófs 
recommendations he has incorporated into the new licence' Mr Patkhouse said 

He said that the Environment Council had tried today, several times, to obtain a copy of the 
decision, but the Minist&s office insisted that requests for information were put in writing. 

'We have now made a written request We also asked Federal MP for Page Mr Harry Woods to 
also seek copies of the relevant information but his office too was asked to make a written request 

Mr Paithouse said that the Minister Beddall's decision was curious, since it followed his failS to 
convince the Federal Court on Friday 7 October to 'strike out the legal proceedings already 
commenced by the Environment Council. 

'We're all still waiting to find out exactly what conditions have been attached by the Minister for 
Resources. We don't know how Mr Bedthll reconciles this new licence with the Minister for the 
Environments and the 1991 Preniiexs conference plans to phase out export woodchipping by the 
year 2000,' he said. 

Mr Paithouse said that the Environment Council would be seeking urgent legal advice once the 
exact decision of the Minister was known. 

'We are certainly planning anappeal of thisnew licence inthe Federal Court' he said 

Mr Parkhouse said that he would make further comment as more information came to hand. 

For more information Phone. Mr Terry. Paithouse 065 690 771. 

tOd CEO 	9L9 EEE 990 NJOAN 9fl3S 919 	• 	• • 
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THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY 
MEDIA ULKASE 

Tuesday 11th October 1994 

RESOURCE MINISTER BEDDALL'S W000CHIP DECISION IMMINENT 
HUNGER STRIKER'S 9TH DAY IN GRAFTON GAOL 

The Wilderness Society today called on federal resources 
minister David Beddall to keep his word and not allow floral 
Ltd to export woodchips from high conservation value forests. 
Seven north east NSW legally defined Wilderness areas and 
other Old Growth Forest at Wild Cattle Creek State Forest 
(WCCSF) near Grafton are at risk. At WCCSF 80 
conservationists have now been arrested over logging by Boral 
Ltd of 1000 plus year old trees: Environmentalist Mark 
Campbell has been on a hunger strike at Grafton gaol f or nine 
days. 

Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society Mr Glen Klatovsky said 
"On 5th September this year minister Beddall said "If I 
believe an area is of high conservation value, I would not 
allow that to be woodchipped [ The Australian]". The imminent 
export licence decision by minister Beddall over woodchipping 
by Boral subsidiary Sawmillers Exports P/L will show whether 
Mr Beddall keeps his word or is seen to be a sham. 

"The Wilderness and Old Growth Forests within Boral's licence 
application area are definitely of high conservation value. 
This has been proven by inch thick reports by the NSW National 
Parks & Wildlife Service and an independent report by the NSW 
Department of Conservation & Land Management [re WCCSF]. 
There is no way minister Beddall can justify allowing export 
woodchlpping of hundreds of thousands of hectares of our best 
forest heritage. Plantations are the responsible alternative. 

"Federal environment minister John Faulkner has already said 
it is crazy to log these forests contrary to the moratorium 
clause of the National Forest Policy. This logging is also a 
breach of international obligations under the Biodiversity 
Convention signed by Australia. 

"The general community are outraged by the immoral woodchip 
trade. Only today.a petition against woodchipping with 11,000 
signatures was presented by Brooke Watson at the end of his 
fast for the forests at State Parliament. Mr Watson estimated 
that over the 28 days of his fast 80% of people who stopped to 
see his display signed the petition. 

"There is no legal export market for Boral's woodchipping 
operations since their licence expired on September 30th" 
concludud Mr .Klatovsky. 

i 
More information: 	Tom McLoughlin 02-267 7929 or 02 365 3837 

Glen Klatovsky 049-294 395 or 049 682 881 
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Senator Johni Coulter 

Australian Democrats 

9400 	 . 	 . 	 . 	. 	. 	 24/5,94 

WOODcHIP EXPORTS FACE . THE CHOP, 

Thó Australian Democrats have called for all logging to end in Tasmania's old 
growth foróts and wilderness areas. 

Speaking . in Launceston today Dernôcrai Environment spokesman Senator 
John Coulter said the Commonwealth. must take its responsibilities for forest 
conservation seriously. .. . . 

'The grañtitg of woodchip licenses in old growth forests and wilderness areas 
must end",. said Senator Coulter "and there must be no Increase in export 
woodchip qnntn" 

Senator Coulter, who will visit the Great. Western TierE in Tasmania's üorth 
later today. said It Is outrageous that . the Tasmanian Government is pushing 
for an inórease: in the woodehip export quota. 

• 'The latest information Ihave is that the Tasmanian Government wants to do 
a deal with Canberra and will sign the National Forest Policy If all limits on 
woodchlp exports are removed! • . 

"If so, i t's an environmental disgrace. 	... . . 	 . 	 . . 	 . 

"Areas sucn as the Great. Western Tiers, which has been an environmental 
versus loggwg battleground since the late 1910's, Is of high conservation value 
and must bn protected from logging. . . 

"Moves to log there must be stopped, the carnage cannot be allowed to 
continue. 	 ... 	 .. 

'Thó area should be protected by the National Reserve system, or through a 
national paric given that most of the area is already listed on the Register of 
the National Estate or the Interim Register.? 

Further Comment Senator John Coulter 018 856 584 

NO 
SWA 
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MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDIA RELEASE ... MEDLA RELEASE...Wed, Mar 9,1994 

NEW S.E. FORESTS BILL CAUSED BY 
INCOMPETENCE: CARR MUST STAND FIRM 

The Nature Conservation Council, umbrella group for more than 80 NSW 
environmental orgartisations, has reacted angrily to news that the Fahey Government 
plans to rush legislation through Parliament to guarantee timber supplies in the south 
east forests for the next three years, which would remove the need foi the Forestry 
Commission to carry out adequate Environmental Impact Assessment prior to logging. 

"The Government has known of an impending 'resource supply crisis' in the south 
east for months. Yet it is trying to rush though legislation, to fix up a 'crisis' of its own 
making, without allowing time for proper consideration by Parliament or the 
community" said Sid Walker, NCC Executive Officer. 

Mr Walker added "this so-called crisis has been caused by the NSW Forestry 
Commission's incompetence. It has had plenty of time to produce an adequate 
environmental impact statement for the south east in order to compJy with the law. 
Now it seeks new legislation to remove current legal requirements to conduct 
environmental assessment before logging the region's native forests. It is scandalous 
that the Fahey Government has agreed to go along with this plan to sidestep the law. 

"No doubt the timber industry, and the Government, will argue that job losses are 
imminent unless the new Bill is passed - and that current environmental 
requirements are too severe. But that argument will not stand up to scrutiny. The 
community expects that native forest logging if it's to occur at all - does not drive 
endangered species to extinction and does "ut SIALaDiL up what's left of our old growth 
forests. An Environr+tental Impact Assessment, if carried out properly, helps to avoid 
these outcomes. 

'There is great irony in the Government's current predicament. Last year, along with 
Fred Nile, the Government helped defeat the South East Forest Protection Bill, which 
had been introduced by Clover Moore and had the support of the other non-aligned 
independents, the NSW ALP and the Democrats. Yet the South East Forest Protection 



'he Nature Conservation Council call on the Government to swaIIQW its pride and 
to support, the Squth East Forest Protection Bill as an appropriate compromise mflsure 
Which would solve the industry's short term difficulties 

• 	 the Nature Conservation Council's supporti the South East Forest Protectiofl 
"To have  

	

• 	
Bill should be amended to ensure that the Bill's moratorium areas incli.ide 

fl areas 

	

• 	
which are known to need protection to conserve endangered species, and L111 

	

• 	
uniragtnented areas of old growth forest, We also believe that the industry must be 
given lower shortteIt1 quota guarantees1 as the current quotas are grossly 
unsustainable. Money is availale from the commonwealth Government to fund a 

re
structurLg package to ensure that no workers are disadvantaged as a result." 

"We urge Mr Carr and the N$W Labor Party to support a suitably amended' South East 

	

• 	
Forest Proteètion Bill. If, however, .hey cave in to pressure and 'support the Fahey 
Government's new Bill; they may jeopardise the considerable goodwill gined by their 

	

• 	support for the south east forests in recent years." 	. 

FOR 	
coN'rACT:srn WALKER ON 2474206 (w) and 305 090 (10 

I 
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SOURIS VAINLY PATCHES UP ANOTHER STATE FORESTS' FAILURE 
- MAKING A:VI.RTUE OUT OF NECESSITY - 

18 April 

Theanouncement (14 April) by the Minister for Forests, Geora,e  Souris, of 
ân.uading.of the State Forests EIS program was described by the North 
EàstForest Alliance (NEFA) as a token attempt to. yet again patch up the 
State Forests' fourteen year failure to abide by the law and ensure that it 
adequately and truthfully assesses the environmental and economic 
consequences of logging. 

NEFA spokesperson, Dailan Pugh, said that Mr. Souris is just attempting to 
.patch:up two of the mainifest.failings of the EIS.assessments, when what is 
needed is the wrenching of control of EISs from State Forests and the 
establishment of a credible process. 

"The incompetence and mis-manajement of State Forests has cost taxpayers 
millions of dollars on inadeqUate, misrepresented and biased environmental 
and economic assessments throughout NSW". 

"The State Forests' fauna survey and analysis methods were used to 
misrepresent the impacts of legging on native fauna. For over three years 
their methods have been subject to repeated and mounting criticism from 
conservationists, the Australian Museum, National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, the scientific community and even their own consultants".. 

"Despite the clear condemnation of its methods the State Forests still 
continue to use inappropriate-methods and conduct scientifically invalid 
analyses". 

Mr Pugh said NEFA recently provided the government with a report it 
commissioned from Dr. Des Nicholls, Reader in Statistics and Dean, Faculty 
of Economics and Commerce, at:. the Australian National University. 

"Dr Nicholls' report is highly critital of State Forests fauna surveys for 
not using the most appropriate methodologies or accounting for the numerous 
physical differences between sites. It also dismisses their timplistic 
statistical analyses as invalid", Mr. Pugh said. 

The Department of Planning released its report on the lCempsey/Wauchope EIS 
earlier this month. It states (1994, p83): 

"It is therefore concluded that, given all of the above; the results 
of the Fauna Survey in respect of the impacts of logging must be 
disregarded." 

"It has taken years of criticism, mis-directed survey effort, invalid 
analyses and milliàns of dollars for George Souris to finally admit that 
State Forests got it wrong yet again. Now he intends to allow the same 
people to do it one more time:-" 

"Mr. Souris has also announced that there will be a revamping of the 
oidgrovth assessment process. Given State Forests' abysmal failure to 
identify oldgrowth forests and their conservation values to date, it is 
impossible to expect that they will try to get it right next time" Mr. Pugh 
said. 



p.2 

Mr. Pugh stated that all of State Forests' recent RISs have been strongly 
crizicised by the Department of Conservation and Land Management, 
Department of Water Resources,: Department of Fisheries., National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Department âf Planning, Australian Museum and numerous 
scientists.  

"They have been particularly critical of the failure to adequately, 
reliably or honestly assess soils, erosion, streams, flora, archaeology, 
economics or conservation requirements - not just fauna and oldgrowth", Mr.. 
Pugh said. 	. 	. 	 . 

"Mr. Souris.must give up his vain attempts to patclk up a failed process. It 
is not a matter of what State Forests got wrong, but rather whether they 
got anything right. State Forests must no longer, be allowed, to squander 
taxpayers money on discredited RISS". 

"The responsibility for the ElS process must be taken off State Forests. It 
needs to be administered independentlyin an open process, incorporating 
representatives from public interestgroups, if it is to be done properly, 
honestly and credibly", Mr. Pugh said. 

!or further , information please, contact Dailan Pugh 	06 882268. 
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Media Release - 29 December 1994 

I' 
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The North East Forest Alliance has called on students to defer their fux4ier studies and public 
servants to take leave for at least 12 months to join its planned non-violent fFrest pretest actions. 

°Young, energetic men and women are urgently needed to intervene tftween bulldozers and 
exquisite ancient forests to ensure these forests' survival. We especially r4ed young people with 
quick intellects, self confidence, a sense of daring and a commitment to caring for the natural 
environment," said NEFA spokesperson Mr John Corkill, 

"This is beyond urgent. We have an ecological disaster of massive propol tions unfolding NOW! 
We are at a forest crisis point where we cannot contemplatc the loss of any more old growth forest 
or wilderness. For survivals sake, no area of endangered species habitat can be sacrificed. The 
timber industry knows the next 12 -18 months is the critical time and we MUST make the same 
recognition and act accordingly," Mr Corkill said. 

"Its crucial that people in the cities, who can travel, respond to this call to tic forests' defence.' 

Mr Corkild said that the mobii.isation of protestors have beeü made essential by the Federal Resources 
Ministe?s renewal of óxport woodchipping licences & Prime Minister Keatings fd are to protect any of the 
495 forest areas of high conservation value in north east NSW nominated for prou ction under the National 
Forest Policy by Federal Environment Minister, Senator Faulkner. 
"We hope there are many young people out there who see their couthbution to 	ety as more than simply 
earning a pay.packet or holding down a job for the sake of it If wilderness and'Id growth' forests are to 
survive the Keating Labor Government, the culture of student protest must be w rived and translated into 
the remote rural environment," said Mr Corkill. 

Mr Corkill said that durin protests over the past 5 years, many NEFA activists had developed essential 
bush survival skills, ecological understandings and forest protest 'know how' whi they were prepared to 
pass on to a new wave of protestors. 

'The hard core of activists who have stood finn against the forest destniction orlAred by the Grener and Fahey governments now need re -inforcements, We are urging young people to 4consider what really 
valuable in Australian society, and make a decision for the forests. endangere9 species, koori cultural 
heritage and long term water quality. I 
"In return for their commitment to non-4iolent protest, we can offer young protes}on the gratitude of the 
creatures and people of the future, a wild and exciting lifestyle and the opportunityio visit & defend places 	L rarely seen by white people," Mr Corkiji said. 	 I 
"Come prepared for a long and perhaps bitter snuggle with loggers and woodchil pen. Bring your swag, tools and insu-uments & your sense of humour, but please, no dogs!" he said. 
Mr Corkill called on volunteer protestorsto contact an environment centre in any. egional ceae for more informationanddirectionstoprotegtsjtes . 	

•. 	 . 

For more mfonnatton phone John Corkill 06621 3278w or 06621 6824 ii 
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Media Release - 2R December 1994 

I 1 11 	1 . i I 	a 
An emergency meeting of the North East Forest Alliance has been caii4 for early January to 
prepare non-violent direct action protest strategies in the wake of the Fedetal Resources Minister's 
renewal of BORAL's export woodchip licence & the issue of a new li4cnce for the export of 
woodchip from north east NSW through the port of Brisbane. I 
This follows Pxinie Minister Keating's failure last week to protect any of the 95 forest areas of high 
conservation value in north east 1.18W nominated for protection from woodchippw under the National 
Forest Policy by Federal Environment MiniDter, Senator Faulkner. I 
"Despite the vast majority of people, more than 80%, wanting 'old growth' for$st  protected and export 
woodehipping ended, the timber industry and politicians are i'ient on accelerati$g the destruction of 'old 
growth' forest, wilderness and endangered species.' 1  said NEFA spokesperson Mr Corkill. 

"We have all but given up on politicians saving these ex9uisite areas of ancient fo3pst. Once again its up to 
people power to intervenc between theoc environmental jewels and the bu!ldozcr9' said Mr 	 Corkill. 

The 495 are pan of 1300 aieas across Australia proposed for lopgikag in 1995, iôntifid  ai being of high 
conservation value in detailed advice by Senator Faulkner to Resources MSter, rvid  BeddaII. 

"Beddall ignored Senator Faulkner's advice and issued the wccdcbip export Icvnce, but it was Paul 
Keating who refused to allow the issue to be resolved by Cabint nd who thtrvtcd to ensure Faulkner's 
advice was not accepted. The Prime Minister has to ponaUy accept u1tirnw responsibility for the 
acrimonious confrontations which will @urely follow," Mr Corkill sthd. 

Mr Corkill said that Mr Keating had betrayed to public and renee4 on his prcN to Qnforc the National 
Forest Policy Statement moratorium which dates that forest nwrsgemcnt agcdx lll avoW activities 
thai may signifiewuly affect those areas of old growth forests and wildern&1r )ie lic, to contain i..-
high conservation wilues.' 

"That these forests are of irreplaceable ecological value ia syord doubt. iks D5xtni2t of Environment 
prepared these lists of I-ICY forests, based on the best advice. availS© to thz mmoc'®lth. North east 
NSW has a hugely diverse foreat biology. No-oc' cn cediby thim tw th' fai1a are not worth 
saving.'t he said. 

Mr Corkill said that the culture of proteat was now certain ta develo? into rucjorlewent of the Australian 
society, and would become eudómic acros the covcä•em. 

"NEFA's protests and defensive Fotest actions will b2 parallelled by bockd t.d foet occupations in 
Tasmania, WcstAustyalia, Victoria andsouth east NSW until th F©r eccon, 4r mit! Keting comes to 
hissensehe3aid. 

5. 
For more info ph John Corkill 066 21 3278w (21 6824h)c' Lea PaJ Cf 
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ABANDON STUDIES 
for FOREST PROTETS 

The North East Forest Alliance has called on students to defer their f rthff studies and public 
servants to take leave for at least 12 months to join its planned non-.violen forest protest actions. 

"Young, energetic men and women are urgently needed to intervene between bulldozers and 
exquisite ancient forests to ensure these forests' survival. We especially need young people with 
quick intellects, self confidence, a sense of dazing and a commitment o caring for the natural 
environment,' said NEFA spokesperson Mr John (torkill. 

"This is beyond urgent We have an ecological disaster of massive prol ortions unfolding NOW! 
We are at a forest crisis point where we cannot coemplate the loss of a iymore old growth forest 
or wilderness. For survivals sake, no area of endangered species habit t can be sacrificed. The 
timber industiy knows the next 12-18 months is the critical time and v e MUST make the same 
recognition and act accordingly,' Mr Coridll said.. 

'It's crucial that people in the cities, who can travel, respond to this call t the forest? defence.' 

Mr Corkill said that the inobilisalion of protestors have been made essential 5y the 	Federal Resources 
Ministefs renewal of export woodchipping licences & Prime Minister Keahns I 'we to protect any of the 
495 forest areas of high conservation value in north east NSW nominated for praection under the National 
Forest Policy by Federal Environment Minister, Senatog Faulkner. 

"We hope there are many young people out there who see their contribution to ety as more than simply 
earning a pay packet or holding down a job for the sake of it. If wilderness an 'old growth' forests are to 
survive the Keating Labor Government, the culture of student protest mzmt bejrevived aM translated into 
the remote rural environment,' said Mr Corkill. I 
Mr Corkill said that dunn3 protests over the past 5 years. many NEFA activi$ts had dtveloped essential 
bush survivat skills, ecological understandings and forest protest 'know how 1  wich they were prepared to 
pass on to a new wave of proteston. I 
'The bard cere of activists who have stood finn against the forest destruction 4lered by the Greiner and 
Fahey governments now need re-inforcements. We ar urging young people t$ 
valuable in Ausfralian 	 decisionfor 

reconsider what is really 
society, and make a 	the forests, endng4red species, koori cultural 

hentage and long term water quality. 	 I 
"In return for their commitment to non-violent protest, we can offer young pi 
creatures and people of the future, a wild and exciting lifestyle and the oppoit 
rarely seen by white people,' MrCorkill said. 

"Come prepared for a long and perhaps bitter struggle with loggers and woo' 
tools and instruments & your sense of humour, but pleae, no dogsl' he said. 

Mr Corkill called on volunteer protestors to contaqt an environment cenfli in 
information and directions to protest sites.  

For more information phone John Corkill 066 21 3278* or 066 21 6824h 

ton the gratitude of the 
to visit & defend places 

Bring your swag, 

regional centre for more 
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ABC TO BROADCAST UPDATE ON THREATS TO AUSTRALIA' S FORESTS 	Corpuntion 

Tall aucalypt forests characterise Australia's 
landscapes 	yet they are also among the country's most 

	ADCUlUrnbtfltte 

Level 

controversial envirennients. 	 . 
IJltimn 2001 

Over the iiext two weéics, Radio National's saturday 
morning environment program, 	'Green and practical', takes 	

- 	 OPORoxDD94 

a closer look at Australian. foz4ests in & special two part 

series. 	
Tel(02)333694
Fall (02) 333 1400 

On July 17 the program will broadcast all overview of the 	R.dioN.tIonnI 

timber, industry. 	 . 	

. 	 Publicity 

Adolsido 5KW 729 

Producer Peter Jacklyn said many people believe the 	. 	. 
timber industry world-wide is underyoing an inexorable 	Cnbrro2RN4ñ 

DaswinRRN 

chan9e. 	 . 	 . 	

. 	 G5 

floboz% 70?150  

Melbourn, 1ItN '522 

"Some people say this change 	is similar to the revolution . 	F4ewcastIe2Jtfli 

that occurred when we stçpped. hunting and looking for 
berries and settled down to grow crops," Peter Jacklyn 	

. 	 Nn).'3Ht610 

said 	. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	

and to 
throughoul AuiU3tiJ 

"AustraliO is too caUght up in this change which will 

transform the industry over the next 20.-years." 

gëonomists, 	foresters, €imber workers and ecologists 
explain -how our natiye forests will be affected by these 
changes. The implications for employmeflt.are also 
exami ned.. 	 . 

In the second part of,the series on 24 July,. 'Green and 
-Practical' will focus on the. 'old 9rowth" eucalypt 
forests, to see whether these forebts are under threat 
from logging. Peter Jacklyn will also examine why .  the 

National Forest Policy, the result of years of research 
and consultation, has not taken the heat out of the 
forest debate.  

For an update on Australi 
and Practical' on Radio National on Saturdays 17 and 2.4 I 

 LI 	
a's forests, listen to 'Creel' 

(1 	July. 	. 	- 	 ... 

'Qreen and yractical' can be heard o, Radio National 
every $aturd4y from 8.00am to lO.00&m. 

Further Informdtion:- 	. 	Tuesday 13 July, 1993 
Janet Prone, RN Publicist 	. -. 
W;. (02-) 333 2694 	 . 
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THE SENATE 

Christabel Chámarette 
Seitator for The Greens (WAI 

To the Editor 
The Australian 
Fax: (02)2883077. 

August 3, 1994 

Dear Sir 

I was extremely pleased that forests have featured so highly on the agenda of the South Pacific Forum 
meetings being held in Brisbane. It is very appropriate given tile extent of forest destruction around the 
world and the pressing need to conserve what ljttle is left. 

1 was especially pleased to hear the Prime Minister speak of the need to manage forests sustainably so 
they can be passed on to our children even thoughhe and his government continue to allow high 
conservation value forests across Australia to be loggedlor export woodehips. 

Mr Kcating and the mainland Premiers clearly stated that they recognised the need to conserve these 
areas when they signed the National Forest Policy Statement in December 1992. However, since that 
time; little has been done to put into effect the conservation clauses in that statement, inpä.rticular the 
mOratorium clause that requires forest management agencies to refrain from activities, such as logging, in 
areas likely to have high conservation value until they are assessed. 

Although the Federal Environment Minister has demonstrated an understanding of the importance of this.. 
tlause, the Federal Government has yet to show the political will to implement it. 

The Federal Government has a national and international responsibility to protect high conservation value 
forests. It also has a duty to current and future èenerations  protáct and pass on our natural heritage. 

The onus is now on Mr Keating's governmentto show that it practices what it preaches. 

Yours faithfully 

Christabel Chamarette 
Senator for Western Australia 
The Greens (WA) 

Parliament House 	. . 	 . 	 . 	 Suite 1. 111 CoHn Street 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 	 . 	 P.O. Box 131 
Tel: (06) 277 3790 	. 	. 	 . 	 Wcat Perth, WA 6005 
Fax (06) 277 3779 	. 	 ThI, (09)481 1244 
CountzyW.A.(008)803 178 	 . 	 Far. (00)322 104R 
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Friends of the Earth has called Prne Minister Iceating 0 hypocilte following hI 	I 
pronouncements on unsuslarnable tossing and fishing in the South Pacific. 

li
lt is hypocritical for Keaung to denouncp resource phacy by Japanese and Malaysian 3 

companies, whilst supporting Australian canipaciles that have an equally poor 

environmental réëovd in the South pàc tic and Australla' said the organisatloft's.: 
spokesperson Mr Pamlen.LimpsorL 
"Whilst policies pTontoling environmafltal responsibdity In the South Pacific are 
welcome, the Keating Governit'ient'S record oh environmental protection hardly puts 
Australia ifl a position to dictate envwOnrnental policy to other countrie? Mr Lawson 

continued 

"It is significant that Keating ade n9 menti*)n in his speech of the operatiofls 'of 

	

: thin!n , 	ei, in thel§OiAtINFaithc" 	. 	. .. . 

-"For example. The Big Austra!ian', B..flIP. is...responsible for causing honific pQU'ltIoflA:: 
and dislocating the lives of local communitics a.round it's Ok Tedi copper mine in 

Papua New Gyinea' 	 .' 

NEMP Is 	 admitting the nifne ptprng about 100 00 tonnes of tailings and 

heavy metals Into the Ok Tedi river each dayl L  and has done so for the past ten years. 

Despite this issue being taken to the Australian cqurts by PNG traditlont) landownen, 
the Australiaft Governnitnt refuses to regu2te the activities of Australian mining 

operations overseas 	' 	

S 

"Althou 	 a gh we welcome KeUngS stance in support of protection for World Heritage 

• nommatect ireas in the. Solomon lslaMs, sorely.  it is not too muth 	that be 
would extend the same cqncei4i tg Wold Heritage nominated forests In Australia 0  

said FOE Forest campaigner Louisa Maithiessoit 

'the Koating government iscurrantlyt?eins sauhnised by the United Nations nature 
conserlatlon Unit for bacldng logging operctiofls in Tasmania which have been 
proven to be drastically degrading the value of already listed World Heritase 

BMAS 

Meanwhile old grOWth and wilderness fQrests are being woodthlpped all over 
Australia in direct contravenUoll of Keating's National Forest Policy Statement" I 

"ICeating must also take responsibility for allowing the Importation of ratnforát 	v 

timbers horn lmpwn upsustafnble durçes in the South Pacific." 	r 

'Keating's doubl9 standards are biethtaking If he is sincere about preventing 
environmental damage In Au"tralia and the region, his governmet'tt slWt4d get 
serious about regulating the .tctivitles' of At&stta1fn resource companies aCtions here * 
and Overseas" 

For more information (03) 419 8700 Damien Lawson or Louise Mathtessofl 	I 
Conruhlod Ia IhoC9n.Itv.tlOfl, R.storotlofl and Rotlonul u.. t the EoospkItI 

NgenIJna Austria, Australia Bangladeab flcgum. Brazil, Canad& Cyprd4 Denmark, Dutch AnItllea Ecuador, 	i 

East Germanb (n;laM, Eszgnla (USSR). F!ance, Ch.n )*.ni Ko4, ,ndonta,Jr.tan4 Italy, Japur', Malaysta, Th4 Neihedltids, 
New Zcalan4 NIcaragui, Pakistan Papua New auTh.., Poland, P¼wtugat Scotia'4, Sierra Leone 1iln Sw.dnt, 

SWSLWJaI'd Tanzanta Vnaqd States, Urq'ia Wait, 14es1 Ce,many 

• 	' 	• 	. 	•.. 	.'. :. :.41.cV 	eln 	 • 	 H' 	' 

4 	4 	 •. 	•t 	 lift 
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NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Fal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

FORGENERAL RELEASE 5.30 pm MARCH 18th 1993 

DECISION TO LOG OLD GROWTH "TOTALLY INDEFENSIBLE" 

Spoke.speison for the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) Barrie Griffiths 
today described the State Gouernment's decision to proceed with old growth 
logging operations in the Wingham area as "arrogant1 irresponsible and 
provocative". Mr Griffiths said that the Planning Minister, Robert Webster1 
had largely ignored the advice of independent experts, the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, the Australian Museum and the Department of Conseruation and 
Land flanag'ement, all of whom have strongly criicised the EIS as completely 
inadequate and as failing to meet legal requirements. 

Mr Webster today released the Government's decision to approvr logging in 
Wingham Management Area for ten years, with operations in only 20 compartments 
deferred pending further assessment, and a mere 5z increase in proposed 
reserves. There is no reduction in sawlog quotas to industry. The Minister's 
stdtement said the ElS for Mt Royal had been rejected. 

These are the first of 14 EISs being conducted by the Forestry Commission 
as a result of successful actions in the Land and Environment Court by NEFA. 

"The NPWS. the Australian Museum and CaLM dismissed the Wingham EIS as 
unscientific and misleading, and expressed 'great concern' that proper regional 
assessments currently being undertaken by the NPUS would be pre-empted by any 
decision to commence roading or logging in these areas. The Service noted in 
its submission that 'old growth forest receives minimal discussion in the 
EIS'", Mr Griffiths said. 

"In addition, the NSW Gouernment is in breach of the National Forests 
Policy Agreement todefer operations until regional assessments are completed 
and regional management plans and representative reserues are finalised. The 
Government's decision is totally indefensible." 

However, Mr Griffiths acknowledged that details of constraints and 
prescriptions supplied by the Department of Planning indicated some attempt to 
take account of expert opinion. "Certainly, the decision would have been 
significantly worse under the old system whereby the Forestry Commission 
determined their own EISs", Mr Griffiths said. 

Mr Webster also announced that the EIS for Mt Royal State Forest, in the 
Upper Hunter valley, had been rejected as "inadequate and containing 
inconsistencies and confused analijsis." 	- 

Mr Griffiths said that this was a fatal admission by - the Governnert. "The 
survey design, analysis and interpretationwere fundamentally flawed in both 
EISs for identical scientific reasons, as all experts agree. Operations in the 
much larger Wingham area haue obuiously been approved in response to industry 
pressure, especially from Boral", Mr Griffiths said.  

"We call on the Federal Gdvernment to act to ensure the process- of proper 
regional assessments of these remaining ancient forests and wilderness areas 
is completed before they are irreparably damaged by road ing and logging". - 
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17 NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Fal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

MEDIA STATEMENT 	 FOR RELEASE September 7th 1993 

DEPARTMENT APPROUES LOGGING IN WILDERNESS 

The decision by the N.S.W. Department of Planning to allow logging of old 
growth forests within recommended wilderness areas in the Glen Innes district 
is further euidence that assessments of Forestry Connission EISs are ill-
conceiued and politically driuen, according to the North East Forest Alliance 
(NEFA). Spokesperson Barrie Griffiths said consideration of impacts on 
industry has ouerridden the enuironmental consequences of decisions. 

The Department's Report approued logging in parts of Binghi, Bindery, Guy 
Fawkes and Washpool wilderness areas because "the ecological benefits of 
wilderness do not warrant the economic and social impacts" (page 94), although 
the Report admits the decision "will significantly impact upon the wilderness 
ualues". 

Mr Griffiths said the decision pre-empts Cabinet's decision on these proposed 
wilderness areas, a decision which is already ouerdue. "The Glen Innes decision 
shows the Gouernment is as hypocritical regarding wilderness assessments as it 
is regarding old growth assessment." 

"The Mt Royal EIS was rejected by the Department as inadequate. The 
Department's Reports are also wery critical of both the Glen Innes and Uingham 
EISs, yet approwe old growth logging operations despite the manifest 
deficiencies they identify; and the Department was about to approue operations 
In Dorrigo when NEFA initiated court proceedings to restrain such approual. 
The Department of Planning justify the approuals by stating they want to auoid 
any disruptions to industry", Mr Griffiths said. 

Mr Griffiths said it is significant that Boral Timber Diuision has a monopoly 
on quota allocations in Wingham and Glen Innes and a uirtpal monopoly in 
Dorrigo. Operations in the small management area of Mt Royal have not been 
approued, but the approual for Wingham operations has not been withdrawn, euen 
after the Department discouered information supplied by the Forestry 
Commission which formed the basis of the approual, has been found to be 
incorrect. 

Deficiencies in ElSs identified by the Department include failing to assess 
old growth or take account of regional conseruation objectiues, failing to 
comply with the Resource Assessment Commission objectiues and National Forest 
Policy agreements, failing to meet the Directcc of Planning's requirements, 
and significant deficiencies in the fauna suruey design and analysis. In the 
case of Wingham, euen the mapping of old growth areas was significantly 
incorrect. Newertheless because of economic impacts, disruption to industry 
and "time and resource constraints for EISs", the Department has approued old 
growth logging operations without adequate assessments. After all, these are 
legally supposed to be assessments of §enuironmentath impacts. 

The reuersal of priorities is taken to a ludicrous extent in the Department's 
failure to alter fire and grazing policies in Glen Innes forests, because it 
would cost six graziers about $5000 each, and the Forestry Commission about 
$4,000 annually! The fauna consultant found that "fire has been the most 
harmful agent to the State Forests", and concluded that "grazing and 
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P associated burning is responsible for the greatest loss of fauna biodiuersity 
and habitat simplification of any land use practiced within the Management 
Area" (Fauna Report page 55). 

"The Gouernnent promised a reuiew of the EIS process, yet the process is 
continuing, squandering public mondy &MI resources-to sacrifice old growth to 
big industry interests before adequate reserues can be dedicated on the basis 
of proper assessments. We call on the Government to institute a comprehensiue 
and open reuiew of the assessment process, with full participation by public 
interest groups", Mr Griffiths said. 

Contact: Barrie Griffiths (065) 77.3105 

0 
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NATURE CONSERUATION 

THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 42061247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 $945 

MEDIA RELEASLMEDIA RELEASE.ME 
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h1993 

INACCURACIES IN FIGHTBACK 
USED TO JUSTIFY FASTTRACKING 

"There is a serious flaw in Fightback 2 which has received little publicity to 
date - and on which the Coalition should be su1iected to scrutiny" said Sid 
Walker. Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
peak body for the NSW environment movement. 

Mr Walker continued continued "Fightback 2 (pages 54-56) alleges that 
numerous major investment projects are stalled due to environmental 
constraints. It cites '24pm/ect3 A usfrai%# rtide inth a capital value at 

$t712 million and/hepa/enS! to earn $2awmi?//Oflft11ire1F en±angE 
ftAc estinatcd that 457ObLw .scnildL. ccnsfrz,cted during the Ccll7SfrZICt'fl 

phase ouhesepiç'/ectS - a diasion cw appm kth w7/be made bya 

Hewson Gb veniment on strict guideblies (ba/line dedsian is give!? 
w#hm the deadilie, nicwtbkelya maAlrnurn of/niOnth4 theprnJecigoes 

ahead dutoniatiCa/J)/" 

Mr Walker explained "in other words, the Coalition claims that maor 
investments - and employment opportunities - are being blocked in these 24 
cases throui excessive environmental bureaucracy. The Coalition has 

pledged to sideline the environment movement 1  'fast-track these projects, 
and provide benefidal consequences in terms of investment foreign 
exchange earnings and job creation." 

"Unfortunately, the Coalition hasn't done its homework. Its list of 
allegedly stalled projects is based on a similar list produced by Acress 
Economics - a list which has been thorouily discredited by an analysis 
canied out by the Commonwealth Environment Protection Agency. CEPA 
snoWs that most of these prolects are not stalled by environmental 
constraints at all. Many are projects without serious proponent and might 
be more accurately described as fantasies." Mr Walker added. 



Mr Walker continued "The environment movement is whemently opposed 
to 'tast-tracwng. Automatic approvals on projects after a given period - 
irrespectve of the availability and qualtty of data and the conçettts of the 
corpn\unitY - are an absurdity. Such a policy is likely to give rise to 
increased conflict and toa succession of major environmental disasters in 
the comIng decades, with tncalQ.11able ecological and economic sts." 

It is therefore very disturbing that Coalitiàfl lustifies a crude policy of fast-. 
tracking by asserting that over $8 billion worth of projects are oirrently 
stalled. This assertion is patently incorrect." Mr Walker added. 

"In the case of 'N SW, the' Coalition list four allegedly stalle projects - yet 
analysis shows each of these is a furphy. One 'of the four prcects is actually• 

• going ahead after meeting environmental approvals. Another istiot 
proposed until th end of the centwy, if at all. In the case of the the third 

• allegedly stallS project - a very dubious proposition by all accounts,- if it is 
• blocked by anything at all, the NSW Coalition Government must can)' the 

responsiblity. The fourth "jiroject' -, a woñd scale bleached kraft eucalypt 
pulpmill in Grafton - is so unpäpular with the local community that even 
the National Party candidate for Page has disowned It!" 

Mr Walker concluded "In NSW, the Coalitions fast-tracking policy in NSW 
will jeopardise the State's envimnment yet the jobs and investment which 
it Is claimed will result are.illusory.. In the light of this, we call on thç 
Coalition to withdraw its commitment to fast-krackifl& We also pall on the 
ALP (which has shown a similar, willingness to fast-track some major 
projects such as the Mount Todd gold nilne), to make full and publicly 
accountable environmental Impad assessment a bedroCk of its policy" 

For mom frntnmaEibfl am/ad 9d Walker on 02-217-4206 (Wi 31.91184 mi 

I 



ACF 
AustralianConèervation Foundation 
1st Floor, 88 Geotge Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
Phones: 195W Campaign Office: (02) 247 4285 

Fax: 	(02) 247 1206 

24th January 1993 	Attention: Chiefs of Staff; Environment Reporters 
Embargoed: 6am 25th January 1993 

Media Release 
Water Treatment Plants first stage of Sydney Water 

Board privatisation 
The Australian Conservation Foundation today said that the four new 
Water Treatment Plants to be run by private companies signalled the 
Government's clear intention to privatise the Sydney Water Board. The 
ACF was finalising its comments on the Environmental Impact Statements 
for the Water Treatment Plants. ACF called for a Commission of Inquiry 
on a number of grounds. 

"If Water Board's proposed four new Water Treatment Plants get the go 
ahead the Sydney Water Board will be part privatised before the 
community realises what the Water Board and the Government are up to, 
Ms Sue Salmon NSW Campaign Co-ordinator said. 

"The Prospect WaterTreatment Plant will be run by a private company. 
This one plant alone will sUpply 80% of SVdney's  drinking water for the 
next twenty-five years. That's effectively the privatisation of most of 
Sydney's drinking water. until 2022 AD. 

The Water Board is the determing authority for its owii environmental 
impact statements. The Government and the Minister. Mr Webster are 
clearly happy to have no checks and balances i'n the process and for this 
part of the water system to be privatised. 

"Recently the Government took .the chance to determine LISs away from 
another controversial agency the Forestry Corn mision. As the process 
stands, privatisation of an important part Of the Sydney Water Board's 
operations is afait accompli. 

"The Water Board does not even own the water that it will sell to these 
private operators. The water is owned by the Department of Water 
Resources. The community has a right to know what arrangements have 
been made between the Water Board, the Department of Water 
Resources, and the private contractors. 

"The Government is allowing The Water Board to privatije water it 
doesn't even own. Water is a critical life sustaining resource, not a 
commodity, to sell off to private interests. It's time for amajor public 
debate on this issue:, Ms Salmon concluded. 

For Further Infosmation: tel: Sue Salmon w) 2474285 h) 21.1 5984 
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plAIT FOR IT 	. . 1NAMBUOCA. VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

I. . 	SOUTH ARM CATCHMENT PROTECTION GROUP' 
IBELLIMGEN ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
JBOWRA CTION TRIBE 

• ;. JTHE WILDERNESS SOCIETY, ARMIDALE 

MEDIA RELEASE 	. 

12TH. EPTEMBER 1993 	. 

Five loäai envror'iment roups are calling on the Forestry 
CommiSSjO (now cklled tate FbrestS) to defer logging in a new 
compartment inMitake tate Forest until National Parks and 

Wildlife 
	

fficea can inspect koala sites found by group 

members, ; cPeduIeif.or ine week's time. 

The groSt Nambubca va 
Environment Centrb, Sou 
Action Ttjibe and he An 
an ammehcledjharvetin9 
which seksIto balance 
and otheri identified en 

ley conservation Association, Bell.ingen - 
h Arm Catchment Protection Group, the Bowra 
idale wilderness Society have all endorsed 
Ian they put to State Forests last week 
imber interests with conservation of koalas 
angered species. 

• "We want th4 wildife 4perti to inspect the 5 koala sites that 
have bee fdund to see f the area Is signifigant for koalas. 

• 	
- There art allot m 1ature 4allowoods and Grey Gums in compartmnot 357 
• which ar kala.fPod tres," said NVCA spokesperson, Lyn Orrego. 

"However State ForestS say they cannot delay logging for even 24 

hours. 	t3sunccaptable to us that logging should begin before 
• the insp ct)on b NPWS,I due on the 20th september," she said. 

"The imp emLntation of dequate koala reserves is vital for the 
survival of local, popultiOflS of this vulnerable species. Our 
ammendme ts dont halt all logging," said Ms.Georgia Beyer of BAt. 

Concerhe citizers and some members of the groups are camped in the 
forest .a d aid %o be considering a response to thç refusal by 
State Fo ess todelay jloggin9. it 

The four gr'oups lave also stated that NPWS have been irresponsible 

in allowlifly' the 	
una Impact statement (FIS) for Mistake State 

Forest.t skt, uAapnroi4, on their desks for 12 months. 

"This, has 11wei 'Iogg ng to continue, under a temporary license 
to

i.
take an'kill en.çan9er d species, in. other compartments when the 
FIS isclearly ihadequ te and dóe not comply with the 22 
requireTTjeflts of $he. Di ector of -NPWS," said Trevor Bailey of SACPG; 

"The Fl i4volvek only three days in the field and relied on 

opporti i syc: siphtins only. A Freedom of information request for
,  

,torede ails of he su vey revealed no records of site specific 

work or me1?hodolO9Y" e said. 

"It is h elk e f ore essen ial that NPWS inspect this compartment and 
he. other 

apply rn tjatiorptescHPt10t'tt to protect t 
	 21 endangered 

species lively to be present as well, and that ógging not begin 

before' his," sld Robj Mylan of BEC. 

• 	 •i 	 •• 
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"Concernel citizerL, âu 
the envlr nment groups 
documentl g ½he hjgh co 
Forest. ith 2100 hect 
of mdlvi ua.l old Fgrowt 
sites to jthe aboriginal 
specie$.we bpIiev4 our 
Marty BrabaganOfiTWS A 

ified wildlife experts and some members of 
ye been camped in the forest for 2 months 
ervation values of the Mistake State 
as of old growth plus a significant spread 
trees, numbers of sacred and signifigant 
eople and the large number of endangered 
questsara extremely reasonable," said Mr 

idale.. 

We are a4o 'st4llconce 

from loggjing! on steep s 
reports w'arnkng ot envi 
allow logtgirg up o 35 

• groUps wi;th goyertiment 
projects doWnstre&m at 
Statà ForestS, coiitinus 
activiti.s, 'said rlrTrc 

If the Ita 
1
9 Forsts '.. 

and biodiveqsity.heY 'r 
• rather,. soocf nSnabement 
Christin Potts-. 

"The job of jensuriins this good mánagemeñt for all forest values 

should n t k?e 
 left in te hands of a few concerned citizens," she 

said. 	I 

For furt4er mnforhiation 

Lyn OrreSo NVCA)] 
Trevor B4ily .(SA,CPG) 

Rob Mylañ (BEC.) 1 
Marty Brnaafl (ZW$) 

contact; 
647418 or (065) 647808 

551913 or (065) 647633 
- (066) 551128 or (066) 552599 

20 
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ned about erosion and siltation of streams 
opes. Despite sending our scientists 
onmental damage, State Forests continue to 
egree slopes. It's crazy that Landcare 
unding are working on riverbank restoratioi7 
aylor's Arm while a government department,. 
creating the problems by their upstream 

or Bailey of SACPG, 

re genuine about ensuring sustained yield. 
uld not find our requests unreasonable, but 
practice," said wildlifeecOlogiSt - 
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NATURE CONSERUATION COUNCIL I OF N5W 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL QF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

MEDIA RELEASE .... MEDIA RELEASE .... MEDIA RELEASE .... Tue, 24 May 1994 

PLANTATIONS BOOST WELCOME -. BUT OLD 
GROWTH FORESTS NEED DIRECT PROTECTION 

"Today's announcement by Premier Fahey of a $6 million funding program to 
expand NSWs hardwood plantations is welcome - but his claim that 'expansion 
of hardwood plantations is a positive way Of protecting our old growth forests' is  
a dangerous furfy" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation. 
Council of NSW. 	 . 

"The key to protecting old growth forests is to stop cutting them down. TO date, 
the Fahey GOvernment has failed to make that commitment" he said. 

"The Resource Assessment Commission found that old growth lorests, like 
wilderness, are essentially a 'non-renewable resource'. In plain language, they 
are irreplaceable. YetNSWcontiñues to log many thousands of hectares of old 
growth forests each year" Mr Walker added. 

"Establishing hardwood plantations will create jobs notA, - and will generate a 
new timber resource more than a decade down the track. But currently 
unprotected old growth forests in NSW will be largely wiped out over the next ten 
years, unless there is a change of go,vernment policy" Mr Walker added. 

"This welcome hardwood plantation package cannot be allowed to obscure the 
NSW Government's failure to act on protecting old growth forests" he said. 

"If the Government wants to make a more accurate connection between 
plantations and the issue of logging old growth forests, it should encourage and 
help speed up the transition from utilising native forests as a source of timber to. 
the full utilisation of existing softwood plantations. This market-driven transition 
is already underway, in spite of government inaction. 

"NSW has mature softwood plantations in abundance. They could satisfy most of 
our timber needs from now on, while the 'dinosaur' native forest limber industry 
lumbers towards extinction" Mr Walker concluded. 

For more information contaét Sid Walker: 02/247 4206 (w); 021 305. 090 (Ii). 

IUCN 
I. w C.n.n'S. USa 
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SHAREHOLDERS! 
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Media lease. For Immediate Release. 
	 Ft 

In a letter to all shareholders signed by retiring chairman 
J!tn Leslie, floral claims the following: 

(oral is] 

perating strictly in accordance with the National Forest 
P licy Statement" 

'Quotin the National Forest Policy Statement (pit) 

4greecl criteria for old-growth forests will be determined 
tljrough the working grOup". 

Our ccjminerit to floral is that this hasn't happened yet. 

"4ing those criteria, State agencies will undertake 
atlsessments of forests for conservatjân vale 

Our cotnonj is that these assessflntE have not happened at a State 
evel 

"uhtjl the assessments are completed, forest management ~thgnàje5 will avoid activities that may significantly affect - 	 se areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are 
}LY to have high conservation value.' 

• 'P rested wilderness areas will be protected" 

Loqyinq licences to floral or its subsidiaries are being issued in 
areas ar Old Growth Forests (as defined by the. National Forest. 
Policy tatement) and floral Subsidiaries are logging both in old 
jrowth forests and both proposed and identified wilderness areas. 
çsee p1 Forestry Commissio0 Eden EIS., 1988, SEPL US 1993). In Tasuzani

, Boral is logging in what was once a Nationai Park, and 
we ask hether that will happen elsewhere in Australia. 

)r. Petr Uoof of the Friend otBadja environnt group launched thelr wtistle-.blowsflg on floral at the company's recent AGN. 
1
oral's only  defense in reply to questions put to the board was to sy that 

logging was legal. Even that is doubtful,- said Mr. 
boof, "gliven that  a floral Subsidiary. Saw MillersE,orts P/L (SEPL 	 q, 

wpuld be able to obtain residue and.woodchips via the 
Dvis.& 3erbert mill at Nowra f row Croobyar State Forest where 
logging iad proceeded without the ETS required under Part 5 of the 

l Environm nt Planning and Assessment (EPA) Act, nor had a general 
cence o !takq or kill' the endangered species Present 

been obtained from the National Parks and Uildljfe Service. 

• 
 

nformation  from other parts of P1511 indicate a similar brutal -d i sregar4 
for the law, endangered speCies, old growth forests and the Nat! nal Forest Policy Statewgnt. 

4 
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uor4i further c.laims that they are 
"havesting only Si a sustainable yield basis and operating 
onIt in forests whet! sustained yield is practiced.s 

our comment is that the Duncan's anil,l (owned by floral) at Eden is 
operating where sawlogging has been at twice the sustainable 
yield, a4td aicording to State Forests, is still at greater than 
the sust4inable yield. (See pp35, 36, 37 of the F.C.of NSW Eden 
Native F*rest Management Plan, 1982) 

With the letter.to  shareholders is include a leaflet called 
"Green Gld", produced by the National Association of Forest 
Ifldustris. On p9 it says "Australia has a large, sustainably 
managed rorest estate", and ãoes on to reference p80 of the' 
Resourcel Assessment Commission's Forest and Timber Enquiry, 1992. 
But whati does p80 really say ? "No comprehensive native forest 
iñventorfr exists for Australia' Without such an inventory it is 
impossib.e to prove that logging is sustaInable. Page xxxvi says 
•Logging of old-growth forest .. violates the ,. principle of 
sUstainale development in that an irreplaceable resource is being 
destroyeff 

The Friehds  of Badja call on floral to get out of Old growth 
sts fore 	mmediately, and to stop its policy of unsustainable 

deceptiori. 

Peter Woof (06) 249 1163 

Address; P.O. Box 305 Dickson 2602. (65 David St, O'connor 2601) 

t 

I 

I' 
I 



WWF World Wide Fund 
For Nature 

- r WWF International 

CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland 
Telephone: (022) 64 9111 
Telex: 419 618 wwf ch 
Telefax: (022) 6442 38 

Direct line: (022) 64 9. 

May 28, 1990 

Press Announcement 

MAJOR CHANGES IN FOREST MANAGEMENT BY 1995 

In a speech which catured global attention, IIRIT The Duke of 
Edinburgh, International President of WWF, pointed out the 
impact of the human population explosion on the world's 
dwindling natural resources. For excerpts of Prince Philip's 
highly-publicized lecture and a full report on the links between 
population growth and the environment see pages 4 and 5. 

Also in this issue, the newspaper reports on why WWF has set 
1995 as a target date for tropical timber consuming countries to 
change radically their methods of forestry management. Speaking 
at the eighth session of the International Tropical Timber 
Organization in Jakarta recently, WWF Tropical Forest 
Conservation Officer, Christopher Elliott, said that within the 
next five years all tropical timber should come from sustainably 
managed sources. See page 1. 

For further information: 
Elizabeth Kemf 
Editor 
WWF News 
Tel 41/22/64 91 11 
Fax 41/22/64 32 39 

NOTE: Editors are invited to reproduce articles in the W1ff 
News, provided that authors are credited and the WWF News is 
attributed as the source. Permission is not required but the 
Wff News requests that copies of articles be sent to the editor. 

President: 
HAIl The Dukeof Edinburgh 
Vice Presidents: 
Babar All 
Or Anton Rupert 
Hon. Treasurer: John E. Nash 
Director General: Charles de Haes 

Registered as: 
WWF . Fonda Mondiale per to Natura 

VF - Fonda Mundial para Is Naturaleza 
V\VF . Fonds Mondial pour Is Nature 

Fundo Mundial para a Natureza 
WWF . Welt Natur Fonds 

VF . World Wide Fund For Nature 
(formerly World Wildlife Fund) 
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PROPO SAL FOR AN NCC SEMINAR 
• N THE COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL 

ASSESSMENT (CRA) PROCESS 
A Proposal train the NCC to the Federl 4epartméntof the 1EnvirotuTieflt 

	

Wed9. 19 Oct1994 	•• 	
: 	••. : 

1., BAGRQUND 	•. 	 • 	

•: 	 • 

• 	MAny conservationists beliete the dedibiityof theNatioflalOreSt Po1ic 
Statement (NF1'S) is in. serious jeopardy becaue of goverrutelt' 

• iadequae cornpliarte with NF1'S conservation commitments: 	.. 

• 	One 'key NF1'S eleixtentis a omrnitrnent that governrnerts.undert*e 	••.• - 

• 	'comprekten$Ve Regional A ssssnWDtS 9  iii each major forested regIoiv of 
Australia. 	• 	. 	. 	•• 	. 	

•• 	.. 

The NF1'S specified that these, assesments .  would be carried, out cc- 	• 	$ 
• operatiye.I) between re1vant Commonwealth and SEate agencies, with 

• . 	provisibfl for.siifricflt côrnmunity.inPUt. 	. 

• 	The NFPS target date for stab1ishlng a 'toft tehenSiVe ;  adé4uateand 
representative' forest reerye systeth on publiclands is the end of 1995, with 
neceary addiUoits from priyate. forests to cothplete the reserve system 

• within three more yea±. 'The .CRA process is preparatory tq'the 
establithmertt of, such a rervé- system and would help dete±mlne it '• . • 

• boundaries; MoregenerallY1 CRA's would generate a wealth of information 
about social;  economic and enirironmental values'.of each forested region. or 

• 	Australia H 	 • 	 .• 	 •• 	
• 	 . • 

\et nárly two years after the NF1'S was sigñèd - with just onayeái left •, 

• •. 	before the clue date for establishing a 'comprehensive, adequateahd • • $ • 

-d 	 •• 	• 	$ 	• 	$ 	page! 	•• :" 	• 	$ 	$ 	• - 
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representative' forest reserve system on public lands - a CRA has yet to begin 
in NSW, and the Fahey Government appears unclear about how it will fulfil 
the CRA commitment in the NH'S. 

THE NSW CONTEXT 

NSW diffe 
I 

rs Sii most of the other forestM States in that some.key 
conservation groups active on the fOrest isstie - including NC supp6rt the 

principle of comprehensive regional assessments Others are more 
scepUcal1 and some groups operating in NSW have, expressed opposition to 
the process. 

The closed nature of Commonwealth-State processes for implementing the 
NF1'S has not aided public understanding and trust. To date, discussion on 
CJ.tA's has been confined alrndst entirely to bureaucratic circles and there is 

very little community awareness about the nature and potential of CRA's. 
Uncertainty about the role and function of the NSW Government's Natural 
Resources Audit Council has further complicated the debate. 

An informed debate is needed about what CRA's could and should be. 
commonwealth and NSW government agencies should provide easily 
digestible information to - and establish dialogue with - other stakeholders, 
to facilitate public understanding of the CRA process. 

Thismay help allay suspiciofls currently held about the CRA alternatively it 
may exacerbate those concerns. But aithougF greater public understanding 
may lead to widespread rejection of the process, acceptance wit1'out 
understanding is alsoirnpossible. In the final analysis, cRA's will succeed 
only if the community is well informed and coniinitted to the process. 

NCC proposes to organise a one-day (possibly one and a hail day) Seminar, 

i4eally in late November / early December 1994 - but if that proves tdo soon. 

early in February 1995. 

Speakers from the following agencies would be invited to the Seminar; the 
Federal Department of the Environment, the Australian Nature 
conservation Agency, the Australian Heritage Commission, the Federal 
Department of Primary Industry and the EPA, State Forests 'of NSW, the 
National Parks & Wildlife Service, the Department of. Conservation and 
I A Mi._o- prneht mid the NSW EPA,. 	I 	 '• 

_ats .b. .a._ 
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• Speakers would also be invited from :c05flflti0n organisations with an 
interest in NSW forests, such as The Wilderness Society, Australian 
Conservation Foundation, North East Forest Alliance. National Parks 
Association of NSW, World Wide Fund for Nature and Nature Conservation 
Council. NCC would also seek speakers from industry and from the 
CFMEU and Trades and Labor Council. Contributors from the scientific 
community would be mvited 	 - 

Each government agency would be asked to inform the Seminar about: 

goals and process needed to achieve a corn prehensivé regional 
assessment.. 

relevant datasets currently held by the agency 

datasets which they believe mut be acquired for a comprehensive 
regional assessment: 

proposed public participation process 

budgetary requirements and realistic timefranies 

Conservation groups - and other key stakeholders - would be invited to 
express their views, concerns, hopes and expectations about CRA's. 

A provisional title for the Seminar is: 'CRA's: what role in NSW forests 
future?' The Federal Environment Minister would be invited to Open the 
Seminar. Invitations would be issued to key State and Federal politicians. 

We anticipate considerable interest in the Seminar, and would book a venue 
accommodating up to 150 participants. Ah essential aspect of the proposal is 
the rapid publication of proceedings after the event, to serve a wider 
audience in NSW and interstate. 

page 3 
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BUDGET 	/ 

A total of $12,000 ii sought from the Federal Department of the Environment 
to make this Seminar Foil. This would be expended as follows: 

VenueHire 	-..- 	 ... -' 	
- 	 $1,000 

- 	

- 	 -' 	- 

NCCs,AdministraUve Costs 	.. 	. 	$2,500 

Travel Fares* 	. 	. 	
$a;soo 

Nblid. 	. $1,000 

• Organiser's Wages: 	 $2,500 

• Proceedings Editor's Fees 	 $1,500 

Conference Proceedings Publication Costs 	 $2,000 

TOTAL 	. 	 . 	$14,000 

*Based on the assumption that some speakers would require fares paid, and 
that coverage of travel costs may be necessary to ensure participation of 

key conservation groups from non-metropolitan NSW. 

I 	 . 	 - 	 - 	 . 	 • 	

•• 	 i 	 '• 	.. 	 . 	 -. 

// 	•• 	 . 	- 

/ 



ID: 	 12 NOV'93 	13:57 No.019 P.02 

The NaHonal Trust 
of Australia (New South Wales) 

NATIONAL TRUST 
Observatory Hill 
Sydney NSW 2000 

GPO Box 518 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Telephone (02) 3580123 
Fax (02) 251 1110 

FORESTS CONSERVATION - NATIONAL must POSITION PAPER 

Following the 9th November, 1993 joint meeting to discuss the 
South East Forests Campaign and as requested at that meeting, 
I set out below the Trust's present position on this issue and 
proposals for a higher profile Trust involvement. 

CurrentTrust policy on forests is set out in a March 1986 
Policy Paper which covers issues such as rainforest 
conservation, clearing of native forests and woodlands for 
exotic softwood plantations, woodchipping, private forestry 
and rural tree dieback. The concept of ecologically 
sustainable development was foreshadowed in a section entitled 
"sustained Yield or sustained Resource?" The Policy Paper 
contains no reference to "old growth forest" - A first and 
urgent goal would be the revision of the policy to address the 
issue of old growth forest and its conservation. It is 
anticipated that this could be accomplished by February, 1993, 
given the Trust's Committee and Board structure and meeting 
dates. 

Trust letters to the Prime Minister or the Premier must be 
signed by the Trust President who is currently Chief Judge 
Barry O'Keefe The election of a new Trust Presiderse will take 
place tomorrow (Saturday 13th November) at the Trust's Annual 
General Meeting when the newly elected Board is first 
convened. The terms and wording of such a letter will depend 
on the person elected president and the problen that the Trust 
has currently no policy spec&fically relating to Old Growth 
Forest. It should be possible to sort this out early next 
week, hopefully before the 16th November meeting. 

Given the Trust's Classification and listing on its Register 
in May, 1991 of the Ben Halls Gap (Old Growth Forest) 
Landscape Conservation Area, a very strong position will be 
taken on the pending EIS for forestry in the area. 

We are currently looking at the production of school education 
kits similar to the Rainforest Kit we produced back in 1983. 
These will be based on a video and we are exploring avenues 
for the establishment of a Desktop Video Unit at the Trust f or 
this purpose. If all goes well, this should be up and running 
in the next few months. 

The Trust, because of the wide cross-section. of its 
membership, may be able to greatly assist the campaigns for 
protecting wilderness, old growth forest and other threatened 
ecosystems. We can preach to many who are "unconverted' and 
thus swing the political balance. To do so effectively we must 
maintain a strictly non-partisan approach and act in an even-
banded and non confrontationist manner. 

Graham Quint 	 I 



CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF THE 
SOUTH-EAST REGION &CANBERRA (Inc.). 
GPO Box 1875 	 Kingsley Streei, Acton 
Canberra ACT 2601 	 .. Tek (06) 2477808 
AUSTRALIA Fax (06) 2485343 

Syd Walker.(02) 247 5945 	 Margaret Blakers (03) 650 5684 

Dailan Pugh (066) 882 248 	: 	Nicjcy Hungerford (07) 229 7992 

Mark Blecher (064) 9.23 266 	 SuS Mannigan (002) 235 1.12. 

Fetes Robertson (09) 220 0653 . 	 Veronica Yarn (09) 322 1048 

Susan Brown (07) 844 3671 	 . 

• NATIONAL FOREST CAMPAIGN 
P.LU. 	. 

November ) 5±, 12 noon N.S.W. time) 

• . Co-ordinator: Barbara Schrçiner 
• 	

Fcilitacor: 	
... 	 : 

Time Keeper:  

Minuws: 	. . 	. 	. 

AGENDA 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

Woodchiplicenct for Hyne and Sons -Jenny James - 5 minuces 

Outcomes of Forest Aãivisr Workshop held @n weekend -Jenny James - 5 

MWEeS 

Fores.Exnbassy - Lucy - 15 inthutes 	
. 	

: 	.. 

NOTE: Any additjonal items co agenda please. ring Bajbara Schreiner at TWS (ACT) 

on (06157 5122ar 11.30 on Tuesday 15th.Ndvernbet 1994 (NS.W.dthe). 

We need aFacilitator, Time Keeper, Minute Taker 	• . • 



NATURE[OflSERUATIOA COUnCIL I OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

Mrs Ros Kelly, 
Minister for the Environment, 
Parliament Mouse, 
Canberra ACT 2600 

I V 

Wed, l7Nov, 1993 

re: Implementation of conservation provisions of the NFPS. and the 
Commonwealth's legal responsibility to protect endangered species 

Dear Minister, 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW writes once again on this topic to 
express grave concern about the inadequacy of the process currently underway 
to implement the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

Today, the Reserve Criteria Technical Working Group meets. This is one of 
two inter-governmental working groups established to advise the signatory 
governments on crucial policy issues relevant to NF1'S implementation. It is 
likely to make crucial decisions which will have a significant effect on the 
future direction of the NH'S process. 

It is now nearly one year after the signing of the NH'S, and only two years 
before the comprehensive, representative and adequate reserve system to 
protect old growth and wilderness, promised under the NH'S, is due to be in 
place. 

The Council seeks answers to the following questions: 

I / Why is commuhity access to the NH'S process so restricted? In this 
context, we remind you once again that the Policy Advisory Group promised 
on page 20 of the NH'S has yet to be established, one year into the process. 
When will it be set up? 

2/ From now on, what opportunity will the community be given to make 
effective input into processes for determining reserve design criteria, off- 

mm 



I VIM, MIM 
reserve management principles (which we understand to be the task of the 
other NH'S Technical Working Group), and other matters crucial to the 
implementation of the NH'S? 

3/ Do you acknowledge that NF1'S implementation is seriously behind 
schedule, and that NSW and other States have repeatedly breached the letter 
and the spirit of the NH'S? 

4/ Do you accept that this situation necessitates the direct application of 
Commonwealth powers to ensure that Australia's forest estate is not 
irreparably degraded? 

This Council believes that the Commonwealth's integrity over the NH'S 
process (the linchpin of the Commonwealth Government's forest policy) is at 
stake. 

The Government must demonstrate- by actions not words - its commitment 
to implementation of the NIPS: This entails forcing recalcitrant States to 
abide by the conservation provisions of the NH'S, opening up the entire 
process to satisfactory public involvement, setting explicit standards of best 
practice for the States to follow, and providing sufficient resources so that all 
necessary tasks are carried out to meet the timetables specified in the NH'S. 

Alternatively, the Commonwealth could acknowledge that the NIPS process 
has been a failure, and apply its full range of powers to protect Australia's 
forest estate from further desecration. 

On a related matter, the Council understands that a renewed woodchip 
licence was granted for the NSW north coast Sawmillers Export operation 
early this week, despite the incomplete EIS process for that operation. We 
note that, in recognition of the Commonwealth's new responsibilities under 
the Federal Endangered Species Ad and related amendments to the 
Environmental Protection (Impact of Proposals Act), the new licence 
agreement assigns an explicit role to the Australian National Conservation 
Agency (ANCA) to act as an approval authority for woodchipping operations 
on private and public land. 

More than forty Federally-listed threatened species are potentially at risk in 
the north east of NSW as a result of woodchipping operations. Most of these 
are plants, which have no legislative protection in NSW. Under the 
circumstances, we will expect ANCA to exercise the precautionary principle 
and to resist pressure to permit logging operations before thorough surveys 
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and assessments have been completed. 

Similar considerations apply to the south east forests of NSW. Once again, a 
significant number of endangered species are involved. The generic 20-year 
EIS conducted by Harris-Daishowa i.mder the EP (IP) Act in the late 1980's was 
a quite inadequate basis for determining whether more recently legislated 
Commonwealth responsibilities to protect endangered species have been met. 

The next site-specific EIS for the Eden Region is still at early draft stage. There 
are indications that it a grossly inadequate document, similar in standard to 
recent notorious north coast EIS's rejected by the NSW Department of 
Planning. 

Meanwhile, wood supplies available under the 1991 EIS are running out fast, 
and early in the new year there is likely to be a shortfall in timber legally 
available for extraction. This may tempt the NSW Government to permit 
logging in some areas without prior environmental impact assessment, and 
to further weaken the ability of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
to protect endangered fauna. Clearly, it would be the height of irresponsibility 
for the Commonwealth to grant an export woodchip licence in respect of 
wood which has yet to be legally approved for extraction under State law. To 
do so would amount to Commonwealth connivance in a push by the NSW 
Government to disregard current State environmental protection legislation. 

This Council believes that the Eden export woodchip licence should be 
terminated forthwith. If, however, the Commonwealth ignores this view 
and renews the licence, it is imperative that it sets licence conditions whièh 
give ANCA an explicit role to protect endangered species in the south east. 
ANCA must be given the role of approval authority, with unfettered power 
to deny approval in cases where there are grounds for believing that 
threatened species may be in jeopardy * 

The Council looks forward to decisive action from you and your colleagues to 
restore community confidence in the Keating Government's commitment to 
forest conservation. We request a prompt reply to this letter, and will raise 
these matters with you at the Peak Councils meeting in mid-December 

Yours sincerely, 

Sid Walker . / 
Executive Officer 

cc. Prime Minister, Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet 



ATTENTION: NAT. FOREST CAMPAIGN PLIJ "NETWORKER" 
'(listed in BOLD TYPE ON PARTICIPANT LIST P. 5 of this FAX) 

PLEASE: 	 - 

I) 	Distribute March 7 FLU minutes to people listed at your node; 
ii) 	Confirm that for the next PLU (April 9: 12 noon Sydney time) the 

participautlist, contact telephone number and fax number for your 
node are correct; and 

Hi) Fax proposed agenda items for April 19 PLU to Fiona McCrossin at 
SEFA (02) 247 7118 (FAX) by Thursday April14. 

MINUTES: FLU National Forest Campaign: 7.3.94 
Participants: refer previous list 
Facilitator: Peter Robertson 

NOTES FROM MINUTE TAKERS 

Due to the diversity of issues diseused; the range and number of regions and groups represented; 

and the length of the PLO - minutes were not easy to record 'accurately. To assist future minute 
takers we suggest that: 
I) PLUs be taped 	 . 

each participant identify themselves by name even' tithe they speak 
acronyms be avoided or explained 

reports presented in a structured and unrushed form 

REPORTS from participants 

QIJEENSI.u\ND: Nicky Hungerford: to parallel the State GoVis proposed regional assessments 

NFPS) the Rainforest Conservation Society (for the Queensland Forest Alliance) is preparing a 

data base on forests; focis on old growth and sustainibility: 20 March Peak Counoil Meeting 
day for forests discussion.  
NEW SOUTH WALES 

NEFA: Dailan Pugh: NFPS regional assessments are se'cretive and not comprehensive.; 

Sawmillers Export Woodchip licenses coming up mid year; ff15 is edrrently'with Commonwealth 

Environment Protection Agency (CEPA) and think that it will be approved- the North Coast 

Environment Council (NC.EC) will consider taking legal action; Dailan and John Corkhill will be 
I ebbying in Canberra nextweek.  

SYDNEY: Jeff Angel: State Gov. resource security legislation highly possible; South East. 

Forests - legislation via Timber industry Protection Act (TIP Act) may happen due to impending 

sawlog resource shortfall and failure of State Forests (cx. Forestry Commission) to produce an 
adequate EIS; may get reasonably sized moratorium area. 

Sid Walker: Forest Policy Advisory Committee (PPAC) agreed first meeting should' 
have three agenda items: EIN CRA; Plantations; Resource Security 

Kareene Jurd: TWS developing own forest data process; Fed. Budget Launch March N: 

working process follow up from Peak Council meetings in Canberra: in Victoria considering role 
in East Gippsland Forest Alliance: Geoff Law having 6 month break - new contact. 



CANBERRA 	. 
LucyFlorodny: TWS preparing brochures for media and polliesat branch level; consolidating 
internal strategy on wilderness and foresii 
VICTORIA. 
East Gipps]and: Jill Redwood: reassessing position and winter operations; all major groups have 
rejected Dept of Cons. and Nat. Res. (DGNR) forest management plans - consultative process; 
waiting for release of DCNR old growth report; Trade. Practices Commission (TPC) action 
against NAFI for misleading advertising. 
Jayne Weepers: Indications that Land Conservation Council's final recommendations on land use 
in Central Hig)ilands will not provide sig. protection. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Beth Shultz: West Australian Forest Alliance (WAFA) meeting with Carmen Lawrence re 
forests; sounded supportive; not happy with outcome of CALM "independent" review of fire; 
Wittakers hopes to get woodchipping export licence; attempting to get CEPA involvement in 
stopping it; suggests reading of Daniel Rosauer's report on Austrnlian Heritage Commission's 
(ABC) involvement in regional assessments (Sen Chamarettes Office). 
TASMAMA 	 . 	.. 
Tim Cadman: Parliamentary debate rç new Foretry Commission L.egislation;'conflict with state 
police re protection of protestors; Tasssie Greens initiating deb?te on police intimidation; 
logging imminent in Great Western Tiers; Environment Minister (Kevin Minsob) has asked for 
names of experts to prepare a transfer dption from native forests to tree crops. 
SEN. CHAMA]tETTE'S OFFICE 	

I 

Veronica Van: at meeting hetwccn Greens and ARC agreed to disagree; chasing Beddall re 
woodchip licensing conditions; *ant shift of focus to PM - rhetoric aecomparicd by action. 
DEMOCRATS . . .. . 
Imogen Zethoven: no response to Parliamentary questionsto Collins re export.woodchipping 
licences: trying to get a meeting with Beddall (resistance); has correspondence (b/t Lee, Kelly, 
AHC); contact iniogen. . 

COMMONWEALTH BUDGET PROCESS 
lniogcn: no commitment to employment interventionist policy by Governmqnt; making a budget 
submission :  have received proposals from green groups and have incorporated most of these; 
Biodiversity and forest initiatives submissioh will be released in late March; coalition unlikely to 
oppose budget; conflicting views and messages emerging. 
Veronica: document copy to he in by March 14; received input on forests from Con. Councils 
and Green Groups. 
Imogen and \feronica leave PIJJ 

BUDGEI' 
Kaieene: joint position on budget with peak groups and Con. Cotmeils: launch document March 

document available for public comment then. 

PEAK COUNCIL OIJTCOMES 
Kareene: summary doc. available; Kareene to FAX; notedot points. 
Nicky: Forest Session at open' Con. Council Meeting - Coffs Harbour March20- contact Jim 
Teriner (065) 690 802. 	. 	. 
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woODc.Hfr LICENSE CONDITIONS 

Dailan: License due June 30; Govt intent to force through inadequate EIS; legal position based. 

on: i) inadequate EJS; ii) Minister issuinglicence without EIS. 

Sid: put pressure on l3eddall; QId contact should be invited to Coil's Harbour 

Dailan: met with l3eddall's adviser; meeting with him in electorate 

Bany: Fennealla doihg an FOl on licences 

Noel: Democrats have FOled licences; Sen. Collins delaying but continue to push 

NH'S (National Forest Policy Statement) 

Dailan: discussed in Canberra; Fed Gov't has discussion paper on accreditation processes - 

available next week; reserve selection criteria and code of logging practices - dvelopment of 

consistenunationwide base line data standards for native forests r being sent. to individual 

scientists and then to Ministers end of April; CRA guidelines will be available today from 

DEST; open for public comments until end of March; NFPS NFPAC Committee (p.  20 NFPS) -. 

being put to Richardson as a pribrity - S people - 2 conservationists (Dailan Pugh; Judy Clarke 

but not willing); 2 independent scientists (Ian Noble and Graham Cawley; 4 others???. 

Beth: suggests Peter Robertson 

Peter: willing - as a WA Con. Council nominee - will contact Dailan 

Kareene: FWS not happy about committee; PLU is for infonnation sharing - not a decision 

making forum; TWS has made a submission to ANZEC and AFC on reserve system and has 

circulated to other Peak Counéil Groups - wants copies of submissions from other groups 

Tim: Dovelaux has got PM10 convene separate inquiry into forests - TOR to be decided: suggest 

we. await the outcome of this 

Dailan:Dcveraux hopeful it will getup; but our input needed in all processes 

Sid: we need to air differences.of opinion on NFPS - at Coffs Harhor and at NSW ForesC 

Summit - discussion papers needed; Fed Government accreditation process Vietoria has asked 

for acCreditation through its Land Conservation Council - Forest Mdnagenient Plans being put 

up, NSW through NRAC and also Old 

AUSTRALIAN }IERITAGE COMMiSSION (AHC) 

Peter: CALM/ ARC Joint Assessment of kauri forests on 8th - identified are.asdropped; WA 

Greens have prepared respone to AHC's eriticism.of Greens doe 

Dailan: havd met ARC - very worried about Cons. Groups response to them (NB WA) AHC have 

prepared response doe. to WA Greens doe. 

Peter: Chamarette grilling ARC in Parliament (refer Hansard) . 

Noel: are we damaging potential allies if finding withheld for ARC's assessment? 

Peter: defence of WA Greens report has l:'een prepared by Rusaucr (Green's Consultant): 

available Chämarette's otTièe 

Sid: Joint Budget Submission fromOon. Groups rushed and NCC made point strongly.that was 

unhappy about soaling down of ARC role - NB need for continued Comm. Govt involvement in 

assessment. 

CHRIS GALl ,US 

Jeff: has been in contact -wants forests on Lib. agenda; written joint letter with Anderson which 

hasupsetNAFI who have asked for withdrawal; Gallus meeting with Uniting Church post NFPS 

joint letter . . . 

Dailan: no support in Party; wants support beyond conservation groups eg. churches 
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Kareeno: her response variable; note NFF alignment re licenccs (NFFgoing underground on 
thisu!) 

Barry: ananged through Murray Mcggai to talk to Fed. Back Bench Committee; but postponed; 
date to he set; Callus can't take old growth and wi!demdss- likes plantations.. 
Sid: believes she's tnying but calling for help; we have iored liberal local members - need to 
change their views 	 . 	. 	. 	. 
Noel: ask groups to £sk her to put questions in question timel suport Green and Democrat 
motions; NAFI has made her angry 
Sid: ANM have dropped out of NAFI; sick of it; Callus wants dirt on NAFI 

NATIONAL FOREST SUMMIT 
Kareene: uggest.s peak Meeting in June (Canberra) as appropriate 
Jeff: needs to includó groups beyond these 
Fiona: heeds to be a weekend; and someone to organise 
Kareene to contact Peak Council Secretariat. - Claire Henderson 

NATIONAL FOREST NEWSLETTER 

Peter: WAFA to do state based publication 
Jeff: put national newsletter on June agenda 

NEXT PLU 
Thursday April 19 -12.30; Fiona to organise 

111 



NATIONAL FORES]' CAMPAIGN PLU 19 APRIL 1995 
PARTICIPANT LIS'I': is. predicted 27/3/94 

654 4833 

Contact node; 
groups represented 

Nature Conservation 
Council NSW (NCC; 
NPA; ECU; ACF; 
TWS; TEC; SEFA) 

NEFA 
Bega Network 
Centre; SE 

Contact names 
(networker listed 
first in bold) 
Fiona McCrossin; 
Sid Walker; Anne 
Reeves; Margaret 
Barnes; Noel 
Plumb; Kareene 
Jurd; Jeff Angel; 

Dailan Pugh 
Mark Blecher; 
Chris Allan 

Conservation Council 
Environment Vidloria Margaret Blakers; 
FOE; ACF 	Jayne Weepers; 

• 	Barry Trail; Linda 
• 	Parlane; Tim Fisher 

East Gippsland 
Forest AliianEe 
Queensland 
Conservation 
Council; Rainforest 
Preservation Society 
Jackey's Marsh. 

FAX 

(0) 247 5945 

882 248 
(064) 923 266 

(03) 650 5684 

(051)54015+: 

229 7992 

(003) 623 056 

(002)235 112 

(06) 248 5343 

(09) 220 0653 

(09) 322 1048 

(03) 650 3784. 

Contact number 
for PLU 

247.2228 

(066) 882 268 
(064) 92 3385 

i;Ii Dntln,nngI 
	

(051) 540 15t 

Nicky FIungerfod; (07) 2210188 
Ma Keto 

Tim Cadman; Sean (003) 695 150 
Cadman 
Suzie Mannigan; 	(00) 349 366 
TWS contact?? 

Barbara Schreiner; (06) 2515122 
Jacquie Gillen; Lupy 
1-lorodny 
Peter Robertson; 	(097) 611176 
Beth Schutz; Carol 
PSer 
Veronica Vann 	(09) 481 1244 

Jmogen Zethoven 	(0) 650 2771 

Tasmanian 
Conservation Trust 
TWS 
CanbelTa 
Conservation 
Council; ACE; TWS 
CCWA 

Sen. Chamarettes 
Office 
Sen. Kemot's Office 

S. 
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NATIONAL FOREST INVENTORY STEERING COMMITTEE 
12TH MEETING -21 JUNE 1994 

SUMMARY OF KEY ITEMS 

State of the Forests Report 	 - 

The NFl has been formally approached by the Committee responsible for 
implementing the National Forest Policy Statement to coordinate the 
preparation of the first State of the Forests Report. 

The NFl has also been working closely with relevant interests in 
Commonwealth Departments to produce an agreed process for producing a 
State of the Forests Report which was directly linked to the State of the 
Environment Report, but did not have any overlaps or duplications. 

The first State of the Forests Report is due out in mid 1995. 

Update of the Continental Inventory 

The Committee noted progress on the update of the NF1's Continental 
Inventory of broad forest types by land tenure 

- 	woodland areas are being included for the first time, following revision 
of the definition of 'forest' in the National Forest Policy Statement 
(NFPS) 

- 	the updated inventory will be a key data source for the first NFPS State 
of the Forests Report. 

Data Standards 

The Conm-tittee indicated broad agreement with the thrust of a report 
proposing uniform national standards for the classification of forest and 
voodland vegetation 

- 	based on standards recommended by various workshops sponsored by 
the NFl over the last three years and those being developed by the 
Victorian Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

- 	although some refinements are still required, the development of 
uniform data standards will be a significant achievement for the NFl 

I 
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- 	it was agreed the outstanding matters would be urgently resolved out 
of session as many aspects of uniform standards will be crucial for 
preparation of the State of the Forests Report. 

Further Projects 

The NH has invited further proposals for projects to build datasets in respect 
of both native and plantation forests 

- 	proposals targetted at the abovementioned update of the NF1's 
Continental Inventory will be given priority. 

Applications have been sought from both government and non-government 
organisations. 

It is expected that the processing of applications will commence in July. 

State of the Environment Reporting 

An officer of the State of the Environment Reporting Unit delivered an 
address to Steering Committee on State of the Environment Reporting 

- 	including its linkages with the State of the Forests Report. 

SOE reporting is a tool for informing policy and decision makers and the 
community about our environment 

- 	it will present a report card on how human activities are affecting 
environmental conditions and the implications of this for human 
health and economic well being. 

The first national report on the state of the Australian environment is due in 
lath 1995. 

Note: On 28 June 1994, the Federal Environment Minister released a national 
framework which sets up a scientifically credible system for regular reporting 
on key environmental issues. 
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The Interim Assessment Process Decision - an Appraisal 

The decision of NSW cabinet at the 
:onclusion of the Interim Assessment. 
Process .was a rñajor milestone for the 
environment movement's campaign to 
protect NSW's native forests. The 
:ampaign will now enter a new phase. 

rhe decision has good and bad 
elements. To understand and make a 
fair overall assessment of the decision, 
some context is essential... 

Background 

the National Context 

ft. 1992, after years of conflict over native forests and 
.nt'uirieslnto their future, Australian Governments, 
.ncluding the Commonwealth and NSW, signed the 
.Jarional Forest Io1icy Statement (NIPS). 

rhe NF1'S promised the establishment of a 
Comp:ehensive, Adequate and Representative' 
:CA.R) forest reserve system on public land by the end 
)f 1995, tnipplemented with needed private forests by 
(998. It also pronted ecologically sustainable 'off-
reserve maznagement'. 

3ased on achievement of those key environmental 
3oals, the NF1'S also promised long-term security of 
wood supply to the native forest-based timber 
.ndus try. 

In view of the vast and poorly-understood biological 
:omplexity and heritage values of native forests, 
nany conservationists believed an ongoing native 
forest timber industry is unacceptable, and opposed 
he NF1'S. 

Elowever, most.environment groups active on forest 
.ssues in NSW were prepared to accept the NH'S 
framework - as long is its environmental promises are 
ior:oured. 

NSW before March 1995 

After signing the NF1'S, the Keating and Fahey 
Sovernménts failed to take serious steps to implement 

these commitments. Government attempts to fake 
progress while continuing to allow unsustainable 
levels of logging were a dominant theme during 1993 
and 1994. Conflict over forests intensified. 

In late 1994, a national furore erupted over 
woodchipping, when it became evident that logging 
for woodchips was proposed for the corning year in 
thousands of areas of high conservation value forest. 

The March 1995 State election in NSW was drawing 
clise. Conservationists sought discussions over forest 
policy with the major political parties. Unlike the 
Fahey Government, Bob Can responded positwely. 

The ALP then negotiated with unions and conservatior 
groups to develop a policy broadly agreeable to both. 
To achieve this, conservationists made significant 
comprpmises, but also gained important improvements 
in Labor's policy - notably a firm commitment to 
establish a CAR ieserve system through an open, 
sequential and science-based assessment process, 
involving stakeholders to a meaningful degree. 

Labors forest policy was finalised shortly before the 
election. It.was justifiably claimed as a 
breakthrough. Successful marketing of this 
achievement - along with active support from many 
onservationists and green preferences in crucial 

marginal seats helped Labor win Government in a 
very dose election. 

progress under Can 

The ALP's pre-election environmental policies also 
promised immediate progress to enhance the reserve 
system by creating more than 20 new national parks 
and declariiig new wilderness areas within 12 months 
of government. This promise of early, tangible 
conservation outcomes was additional to more distant 
yet more significant promise of a CAR reserve system. 

In a first stage, Labor declared the samiler of its 
promised natioil parks and dealt with some 
wilderness decisions. However, many areas with 
important conservation values were excised from new 
parks and wilderness areas to accommodate logging, 
mining, and high-impact recreational interests. 
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The Interim Assessment Process Decision - an Appraisal 
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Starting from a low base, NSWs forest reserve system 
iad been almost static during the Greiner and Fahey 
idministrations. The new parks were welcome, but 
lid not address the overall inadequacy of NSW's. 
forest reserve system. 

In particular, more productive forest types rich in 
imber values remain seriously under-represented in 
tational parks. Often, these same forests are also 
ichest in biological diversity. 

(-lence the importance of a forest assessment process 
.eading to a CAR reserve system. 

CAR reserve system must be comprehensive (sample 
ill vegetation communities), adeQuate (able to 
:onserye biodiversity long-term), and representative 
protect the range and diversity of species and 
cosystems). 

:riteria for a CAR reserve system were endorsed by 
he Commonwealth in late 095, following advice 
from advisers including the Chief Scientist. These 
were used as the basis for targets for protection of old 
çowth, wilderness, biodiversity and endangered 
;pecies developed specifically for NSW, and, agreed 
this year between State and Federal Governments and 
ipplied in the Interim Assessment Process. 

The recent lAP decision 
Progressing to a full CAR reserve system in one step 
was not feasible, and Labor's policy provided for an 
Interim Assessment Process (lAP). It is this stage in 
the assessment process whièh has just been completed. 

1: a good moratorium decision 

rhe main purpose of the lAP was to undertake a rapid 
issessment of public forests in eastern NSW, and then 
letermine a moratorium (logging ban) over those 
forests most likely to be neded for the eventual CAR 
eserve system. 

Dnce the moratorium is in place, government policy 
?rovides for further, more detailed 'Comprehensive 
Regional Assessments (CRAs) - leading to 
finalisation of the CAR reserve system and off-reserve 
aanagement issues. 

Because of the way the lAP had been set up, cabinet 
was faced with a set of options for the moratorium, all 
of which fell far short of agreed conservation targets 
except for one, which met the criteria to a reasonable 
degree. This was known as the 'Conservation Criteria 
Outcome or CCO. 

To its credit, the CarrGovernment chose a moratorium 
based on the CCO. For this reason, prominent 
conservationists said that Ahe Can Government has 
given interim protection to the most important public 
forests". However, some qualifications are needed. 

2: limitations of the moratorium 

The CCO represented a realistic best fit' of the 
agreed reserve criteria - but fails far short of 
achieving some of these - especially criteria for long-
term ptotection of fauna. Even if a permanent reserve 
system is established based on the lAP moratorium, 
tt:ny tpecies are likely to decline - including well-
known Vertebrates such as owls - unless management, 
outside reserves is significantly improved. 

The issue of developing standards for ecologically 
sustainable off-reserve management, long promised by 
governments since the NFPS, is therefore crucial. This 
becomes even clearer when one realises that even 
under the Government's decision to effectively protect 
the CCO, more than half of State forests are 

available for logging. 

Given its incessant propaganda about logging only 1% 
of the forests every year', one might imagine the 
timber industry would be delighted with a 
moratorium which leaves it access to over half of. 
State Forests. Surely such a large area must contain 
ample timber for many years? 

In reality, the industry;'s situation is far more 
desperate. Massive overcutting over many decades 
has left our public forests in very poor cfondition. Old 
growth forests have been targeted for logging, rapidly... 
depleting timber stocks. The available quality 
sawlog resource has declined dramatically, forcing 
last year's 30% quota cut as an initial adjustment to 
bring the industry closer to sustainable yield. At 
current cutting rates, there is only a few years supply 
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)f quality timber left in NSW's State Forests. Much of 
his is inside the new moratorium. 

rhe main drawback to the LAP moratorium, which 
:asts a shadow over the prospect of its eventual 
:onversion to a permanent reserve system, is that it is 
;ubject to industry's demand for timber being met. 
:maally, the same cabinet decision which declared 
the moratorium also guaranteed ten years of timber 
;upply to the sawlog industry at levels only slightly 
elow curreni (1996/7) cutting rates. 

3: betrayal over wood guarantees 

rIte decision by cabinet to grant guarantees of long-
:erm wood supply to the timber industry at the end of 
:he interim stage in the assessment process was a 
.iagrant breach of the NF1'S and the Can 
Sovernment's pre-election forest policy. This broken 
?romise has maned the forest decision and may well 
:eturn to haunt the Government. 

itate and national policy made provision for 'resource 
;ecurity'- but only after completion of the entire 
issessment process (2-3 years from now in most of 
s1SW). There are very good reasons why. 

rhrough the CRA process; reserves will be finalised 
ilong with thanagement prescriptions outside reserves. 

s well, a full and accurate inventory of available 
imber.willbe carried out for the areas left open to 
.ogging. With all that information, it will be possible 
:0 set longterm timber cjuotas which - for the first 
ime - are genuinely sustainable. 

instead of following this logical process which could 
iave brought about long-term resolution of forest 
:onflict in Sw, cabinet chose the politically 
xpedient path of placating the timber industry by 

.iterally giving away long-term tradeable and 
:ompensatable timber rights to vast quantities of 
imber from NSW's public forests - gifts potentially 
worth hundreds of millions of déllars. 

it is impossible to be sure just how serious the situatkon 
s, because State Forest's standard of timber 
ssessment is so abysmal. It changed its estimates of 

:he quantity of available timber on several occasions 
luring the lAP. There are grounds for believing its 
idvice to Government exaggerated the available  

supply of quota sawlogs by more than 100%! 

If that proves to be correct, the Can Government will 
effectively set up a situation in which most of the 
forests now under moratorium will either have to be 
logged - or Treasury will be forced to pay timber 
companies compensation. 

As the CRAs progress it will become clear whether 
there is enough timber outside these areas to supply 
these guaranteed amounts. 

On to the CRAs... 
The struggle to save NSW's native 
forests is far from over! 

The recent cabinet decision means that most high 
conservation value forests will be saved from logging 
on the short-term - but immense pressure from industry 
to abandon the moratorium is also likely. 

The next phase of the forest assessment process is the 
comprehensive regional assessment (CRA) process. 
There will be several CRAs in different parts of the 
State. Cabinet also set a timetable for completing 
these assessments and firialising 'Regional Forest 
Agreements' between now and the end of the century. 

The Eden region CRA is due to be finished first. lit 

fact, both Governments propose it will be done by mid 
1997. At that time, an additional 30,000 hecatres atb 
minimum will be added to the South East Forests 
National Park. 

In the other regions of eastern NSW the proposed 
time-frame for CRAs is more appropriate (2 - 3 years). 
CRAs are proposed for five eastern regions in total - 
two on the north coast, two on the south, and one regior 
inlcuding the Sydney basin. 

An exciting outcome of the cabinet decision is that at 
long last the forests of the western slopes and the 
Murray Darling Basin will be assessed; the 
Government announced that half a million dollars 
will be spent on a CRA for western NSW, to be 
completed by the end of 1999. 

It's up to you! 
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Fhe forthcoming CRAs in .NSW 
represent a major challenge for the 
mvironment movement. 

Fhe conservation successes of the lAP 
would not have been possible without 
the active involvement of many people 
in the conservation movement. 

Yet CRAs will require continued 
fttvolvement if they are to succeed from 
3 conservation perspective... 

Please maintain your support for the 
Forest campaign, and help conserve 
MSW's wonderful forest heritage for 
future genei?ations. 

Things to do and. ways you 
can help 

• Complete the attached one-page questionnaire and 
return it to us. This will help us understand your 
future information needs. 

Maps of the moratoria and official government 
information on the forest decision has not been 
included in this mailout to avoid wasting paper. If 
you wish to obtain copies, contact the Resource & 
Conservation Assessment Council (RACAC) 
(address: xxxxxxxxx; phone xxxxxxxx; fa?c 
xxxxxxxxx). Specify which regions you are 
interested in. To obtain fact sheets on the new 
wilderess and national parks decisins, contatc the 
National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS head 
office, xxxxxnxxxxx; phoe xxxxxxx; fax: xxxxxxxx). 
If your requests are unsuccessful, contact Elke at the 
NCC on xxxxooaxx. 

• Write to Bob Car, thanking him for the 
environmental positives in this decision - 
especially the moratoriu, new parks and 
wilderenss declarations. You might also tell him 
you're disappointed about giving long-term timber 
guarantees now - in breach bf •a clear election 
promise and before the forests and the limber 

resource have been properly assessed. Ask him to 
retain the moratorium until a genuine permanent 
CAR reserve system is in place. 

• Contactus if you are interested in being actively 
involved in the CRA process! We need people to 
participate on many different levels - from 
intensive involvement on committees to other, 
varied (and often more enjoyable!) kinds of 
assistance. To register your interest please 
complete and return the attached form or caU Elke 
at the NCC on xxxxxxxxxxxx. 



Dear forest suppbrter, 

In late September, the Can Government made a momentous decision 
on the State's native forests. Evren though it is called the 'interim' 
forest decision, the key elements of the decision will be of lpng-term 
significance: 

• 	creation of 240,000 hectares of new wilderness and national parks 
• 	- including 98% of candidate state forest wilderness, over 40,000 

new hectares in the south east forestsparks (with the promise of 
an additional 30,000 hectares to come), and major new old growth 
and rain.fotest parks on the north co qst; 

670,000 hectares of high conservation value forest placed under 
moratorium while comprehensive regional assessments are 
undertaken; 

ten-year guarantees of wood supply to industry, at levels 
approximately 50% of 1995/6 quotas. 

The first two parts of the décisipn are a great achivement. The new 
parks will fully protect these marvefflous forests from logging. The 
much larger moratorium area - although smaller in size than preious 
moratoria - at last covers forests most likely to be needed for a CAR 
reserve system. It gives temporary protection these important forests. 

However, the decision to give out long-term timber contracts ('resOurce 
security) threatens the integrity of the dverall policy. Resource 
estimates vary, but the promised level of supply probably cannot be met 
outside the moratoria areas - leading to pressure to log these important 
forests and weaken environment protection rules where logging occurs. 

This will be the focus of the continuing campaign to protect NSW's 
native forests in the coming years. 

With your help, we.have ccinvinced govern.thent to protect some of the 
State's best high conservation value forests: We hope you will continue 
to help us. The result will truly be a gift to future generations. 

i 

ME 



Please send this back to we can help you belier! 

As a result of the Interim Assessment Process, we are now sending 
information such as this package to hundreds of people such as you 
around NSW. 

We need to know a little more about you to help serve your needs better 
from now on. 

Please complete this short questionnaire and return it to X)(X)O( XXX. 

I DO / DO NOT wish to keep receiving information about the forests 

This amount of information contained in this package is TO LITTLE / 
TOO:MEJCH / ABOUT RIGHT for my needs 

I AM / AM NOT cunentiv involved with a conservation groun working 
to save the forests 

I wish to become more involved in the forest campaign. Please contact 
me to tell me how. I am interested in: 

WRITING LETTERS / JOINING A FOREST ACTION GROUP / 
PARTICIPATING IN FOREST ASSESSMENTS / HELPING WITH 
THE CONSUMER CAMPMGN / MAKING REGULAR DONATIONS 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

C 



OLD GROWTH AND WILDERNESS FORESTS 

In the early 1980's the National Trust played a key role in 
the campaign for the permanent protection of our state's 
rainforest. with school education kits, media advertisements 
and by mobilising its membership the Trust was able to achieve 
a significant shift in community perceptions on rainforests. 

A public opinion poil commissioned by the Trust at that time 
indicated overwhelming public endorsement of the need to 
conserve our rapidly diminishing rainforests through National 
Park and Nature Reserve dedications. These areas were later to 
be included on the Register of the National Estate and then 
listed as world Heritage Areas. 

But what of our wilderness and old growth forests? Are they, 
like the rainforests, under dire threat? In 1991, the Trust 
Classified the Ben Halls Gap Old Growth Forest Landscape 
Conservation Area south of Nundle for its exceptional heritage 
importance. Although the area meets six of the criteria for 
listing on the Register of the National Estate it is now 
subject to a logging proposal with an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the development about to be released. 

There has been considerable promotion of the "sustainable 
forestry" concept by the forests industry. It is 
understandable that the broader community has not recognised 
the magnitude of the threat posed to our heritage eucalypt 
forests and the urgent need for their protection. 

Latest scientific opinion casts grave doubts on the concept of 
"sustainable forestry". The present reserve system is 
inadequate. Of the remaining "old growth forest" in New South 
wales four types are very poorly reserved with only 5.4%, 
0.9%, 0.8% and 0.1% protected in conservation reserves. 

In a recent open letter to the Prime Minister and the NSW 
Premier, the Trust joined with the other peak conservation 
organisations, the Ethnic Communities Council of NSW and 
environmental committees of the Uniting, Baptist and Catholic 
Churches, calling for the effective implementation of the 
conservation obligations in the National Forest Policy, 
Statement, signed jointly by Mr Keating and Mr Fahey in 1992. 

The Trust also strongly supports a National Parks & wildlife 
Service recommendation that there be a full audit of old-
growth forests in line with the recommendations of the 
National Forest Policy which states that forest management 
agencies should avoid activities likely to affect old-growth 
forests or wilderness until such audits are completed. 

The Trust is currently revising its 1986 Forests Policy and 
this revised policy will form the basis of a major campaign to 
protect this important natural heritage. 

II 



V 

Mr Sid Walker 
The Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

Our Reference: 

Your Reference: 

Contact: Donna Campbell 325-5609 

Dear,i&alker 

Environment 
Proteëtion 
Authority 
New Souil. Webs 

PD Box 1135 Chatswood NSW 2051 
TO .02. 195 5000 Fax .02 325 5618 

Director 
General 

20 AUG 199 

Forestry Commission - Pollution Control Licences 

The EPA held a further meeting with environmental groups on 
21 June 1993 at which we discussed the framework of the 
licences which the EPA may in the future issue to the 
Forestry Commission. At that meeting, it was foreshadowed, 
that the EPA would issue a discussion paper concerning the 
framework of the ptoposed licences. 

That discussion paper is currently being prepared and will 
be made available for public comment. 

'To' allow sufficient time to receive and consider public 
submissions; prior to issuing a revised licence, the existing. 
licences were renewed on 7 August 1993 subject to the same 
conditions, for a further period of 6 months. Copies of 'these 
licences will, of course, be available for inspection at Efl 
offices. 

I intend to convene, a further meeting with the environmental 
groups once the discussion paper is released, and will 
contact you in due course concerning arrangements for that 
meeting.  

Yours sincerely 

Director-General '- ". 

(KG2env .doc) 

A 
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NATIONAL FOREST OAMPAIGN 
PLU 

Tuesday, 4 October, 12 noon EST 

Facilitator: 
Time-keeper: 
Minutes: 

FINAL AGENDA 

Letter writing campaign update - 5 mins. 

Forest Embassy update - 15 mint 

3, Forest Summit & NFN Conference - 10 miris 

Lobby group report - Noel/Alec - 10 mins 

HCV Study report. 10 mins. 

Plantation study.- Judy - 5 mins 

Export Woodchip Licence update -5 mins 

Pictorial Display of Woodehip Areas - Sid - 5 rnlns 

Keating's environment performance - Tom -5 mins 
- impact of Uranium decision 

A facIlitator, minute taker and task taker are needed. 
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Minutes of the National Forest Groups PLU 
on Tuesday 6th September 1994. 

Chair Person - Barbara Schrider 
Facilitating - Jayne Weepers 

BarbaraSchirder - Apologies toNiki }iungerferd for not getting things on the agenda, 
problem at o1ce they areon now. 
Apologies -Nila not on phone link up. 
Ba (Uris) - Wat minutes moved to start of meeting asneeds to go to another meeting. 

AGENDA REVIEW . 
Addifion- No. I0.Save theForest Action Lisa 10 mm 

No. 11 FraserLsland . . 	. .. 
No. 12StatusofCkA. 	. 
Na. .13 Woodchip exports in Queensland 3-5 minutes 

:. 	No. 14 Wet Tropics Plan 
No. 15 R.ainForest Logging 

No. 11 - 15 Comprise those item that Ma wishes to speak to and will be moved to the 
front. - Agreed. 
Time - Lucy Canberra 
Minutes - Memthqne will do Minutes - Tape will be passed oil 

No 1. - REPORT BACKS - Short dealing with National Day of 
Action - other vital facts if needed 	. 
QLD - Linden - Banner drop inrnorbing 50-60 at the foot 61 the Kangaroo Point 
Cliffs - media not too interested - 1001- letters at King George Square - first actioh for 
TWS in Uris for a *bile. 	 - 
NE NSW - John Corkhili - Billboard went up - banner drop in co-op with QLD - Big 
Scrub went off- Signatures and 80 letters 1/2 day - more planned- small leaflet 
SNAFU. 
S'II) - Sid - EKcelleñt demo at Circular Que. - organised by Sydney TWS - good 
niedia. 
NEWCASTLE - No. 
CANBERRA - Lisa - 150 people in city - Banner Hang - Good action - Saturated 
media - bad article 
SEFA -. Chris - Occupied logging coupe in State Forest - Picketed restructuring 
committee - union person announcing strike at Daishowa. 
MELB - Louise - 100 people outside ALP offices - police present - all wrote letters - 
banner drop from roof- media good. 	. 
TAS - Protest on parliament house lawns - 200-300 people ttzrned up - ute load of 
dead animals poisoned by 1080-3 woftbats (1 baby), 2 echidna -2 tiger quol - pile of 
wallabies etc. - got media focus on issue. 
EG-No 
WA -Carl - 700-100 people $600.raised - first action of Friends of the Sputh West 
Forests. 
Action also in Cairns 
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No.2 SEPTEMBER 1ST LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION 
Noel - Wereare theleaflets? 
Ring Andrc* Beswick in Melbourne TWS:- 03 670 5229 
jvlelbourne's has arrived so they are on the way - glitch with prima 

No. 2a QLD'.ISSUES 
Ma - Will C DIreCt errors and request action. 	: 
Error in minutes and national newsletter 	 . 

- No logging on Fraser Is and this Is not likely. 
- No exports ofwoodchips from native foiest in QLD. 
- No comprehensive regional assessment done. Priority areas has been looked 
at. 	. 

- Tim Cadman is on Line 
- Rain forest logging - Govt said will stop by end of September 
- POIs show it has been redefined in SE QLD. 

Help - need a national rsponse to wet tropic plan because of potential development in 
World Heritage 8rea- need Newsleter dates etc. to alert people can people let me 
know. 221 0188QCC 
Report releasd on.the 1St of November - Open for response liii the end of Febniaxy. 
QCC - got lots of good FOJ request in. 

No 3. FOREST EMBASSY 
Already cover in another item - will do now. 	. 
Louise - steering group has hadlots of discussion - you should have received 
Preparations Camp hand bOok ring if you've missed our - need to have separate phone 
linkup 	 . 	.. 	. 
Now DEAL with . 

-reconfirm support - AGPPFfl.dateslengthwhatatepeopled 
- S$$$$$$ monej' 	 .. 	. . 

Western Tiers - Yes 
NEFA-wonttogo . 
WA - bus keing organised 	 ' 
NCC - no S?, tighf for funds 
Buc(get  
$4000 total -wages $500 - need money to pay for posters etc. 
Con Council member groups need to be contacted, we need money now expenses are 
running up. 

Proposal $400 co,i councils, Nationoj 7W3 AGE - $100 major coups - 
and! or barterihg . 
RespomEe 	. 	

. 

QLD Keen, Given $50 frornRain Forest Preservation Society, Need mi for TWS. 
NEFA - Will provided $, will ask other groups to donate. 
Car Con Council - Several $100, will contact member groups 
NCC - SidWailcer - needs someone to find the money within his group. 
Forest Campaign Group Sydney - Noel -. $100 
FOE - will be putting money in. 
SEFA-$lOQok7 	. 	. 
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NFN - will alert member groups $100400 Tasmatha wide 
TCt - strapped fbr cash, looking for 1 f,000 dollars will look for other ways to get $. 
EV - willcontactmembergroups,ndget$th. 
TWS - Kevin Parker looking at S amount 7?? 
WA- $400 

MONEY - togottoTWscanberra 
GROUPS that cant commit need to commit by Friday - this is the third dead line - 
contact LISA in Canberra. 
DATES - LENGTH -4th to the 8th of November 
Feed back - no definite stop date. 
NEFA - John - too short - need to keep political pressure up - keep it going lull Filday 
Lisi - can go longer if people take on roles to organise it and extra costs are covered. • 	Louise - proposal organised 5 days and allow people to stay on. 
Noel - would like it longer, at least over sitting week. 
NEFA - when are licepces'renewed 
14ouise - licences aren't likely renewed befbre then because of HCV report is due S  
around that time. 
Noel-7thfoJ2tK . 
Lisa -. Why weekend allows farniliesto join On weekend for a 4ig Sunday action and 
media on Monday. 

Proposal - 4th to the 8th minimum kind co-ordination group will discuss 
extension. Proposal Agreed 

Louise - Things for groups to do, get money in, please fill in group questionnaire, need 
to distribute posters, each region will set.uo a regional village, banners, displays, 
organise transport, wider community groups, need people to take on orgathsaiional 
roles. 
Lucy - Posters are on liii; entertainment, and police parliament house liaison have 
begun. 	. 
NEFA - John - dates mustbe finalised befbre posters going to print. 
Firm. Commitment and support by Friday or next PLU, ring if you don't have 
handbook. 

No• 4 OCTOBER FORESt SUMIVIIT 
Mail Out done - there is supjort - need toreply by September the 14th - 22nd 23rd of 
October Sat Sun - Immediately prior to NFN Melbourne Conference, Big Party 
- Kevin Parker on line- - 

NQ. 6LOBBYGROUP REPORT - 
Noel, John C (AMe not line) 
John Successiil meeting with a humber of MP who will be activists on export 
woodehipping will undertake to see-Faulkner on 1st of September. Were going to 
check Faulkner's strategy - good - hit Keating - Bad . improve Faulkner. Critical to 
lock in PM to difficult to get across on caucus floor, with PM support cabinet 
outcbmes will be successflzl. No information on this coups meeting with Faulkner. 

61 
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Kevin - Group of MPs werea bit nervous; letter had been drafted to give to bck 
benches to give to Faulkner 
Peter Robinson - Had spoken with Alec, Faulkner moving extremely slowly, needs 
lobby group PLU to discuss this problem 
John - MPs Group - Harry Woods NSW, Linsy Tanner Vie, Bob Chynowet1 Vie, John 
Deborah Tninnia, Margrvt Renols QLD. 
TimC-Margina1sexsisagoodtaøjc 
John - Good Opportunity for people to be inside the house visiting their pollies during 
the siting time at the Forest Embassy. 

Sid'W - Should a delegaion meet with Iceating. 
John - Lobby aoup will discuss this. 
Jane -Woten on Lobby group? 
NQ? - Yes one, Linda Parlane 

No 7. HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE (HCV) REPORT. 

Sean Catnan - Still trying to get a minor change to the contact. At Peak council 
Faulknermade commitMent to fund a study ofHCV ibrest in area where wood 
chipping is going on - Vie, Tag, NSW, and WA. Teams are in place waiting for signing 
of àontract. Deate fbr report is almost citainly by the end of October. 
Noel - Some preliminary work begun. 
John - Negative fallout from Bedall or industrystatements? 
No 	. 
Sean Cadman - industzy confUsed, not know how serious to take it. Faulkneris not 
taking us seriously enough because he doesn't believe we cab deliver electoral pain or 
gain. 

No. 9TCC LEGAL CHALLENGE TO W000CHIPPING 
• Susy- Beddall gave Gnnn's a licence 10 export, icc wrote a letter under the 
Mrpistratrive Decisions Judicial Review Aet, asking hini to give reAsons, required 28 
days toróply, was over time by 1 thonth. EDO has taken this case on breached ADJ 
act. TCC standing in federal courts. Cost $800 dollars a day. Democrats taken out P01 
- refUsed - Democrats will take out censure mation. 21st ofNo'c'ember TCC will get 
sttiding. $16,000 - $4,000 democrats, $1,000. Tas Green; please give money. Fought 
on 200,000 tones pent on without EIS. 	• 
Noel - Group would like to provided assistance. 
NEFA - doing similar actign, challenging adequacy of EIS. 
Susy - Beddall making finning noisc in the Australian 

No.10 ANOTHER NATIONAL DAY OE ACTION PROPOSAL 
LiEá - Looking at sitting dates, Tuesday - bQttQr media day, 20th of September or 11th 
of Octqber. 
Kevin - Not TWA but lobbying activity, spontaneous actions, betfet to lobby. 
Tim - I didn't get my letters nor Tas, what is happening, monitoring. 
Noel - Lobby group marginal seat activity is important' 
Barry - Agree with Noel focus, on marginal seats, to deliver fear to Cahberra. Use state 
actidp appropriately. . 	. . 

40 
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Proposal - Jane - Another National Day ofAction 
Pkoposal Not Agreed to. 	 I John - State by state and focus on woodchipping, move on plantations later ot Lisa - Put out media, and maintain national focus. 
Jade - Send information about marginal electorate actions to lobby group members - 
Alec in Hobarç Linda Parlane in Vie, Peter Robinson in WA, John NEF& 
John - infshoWdotoAlec 
Letter Writing 
Louise - In Vic we have organised a state wide focus: 
Tim .Organising letter writing campaign in district. 
Keep rally, report back at PLUs 
Thank to Andrew and people who wrote leaflet 

No. 11 ADDITIONa ITEMS . 

i??thLSZry Leaflet 
Tim Cadman - Industry Material âutstanding, Harris Daishowa, Bunnings etc. on all 
existing and planned woodchipping - send it in. flopefwly be doqe in the next month 
IVFPS leaflet 	. 

Lisa - What about NFPS Leaflet?? 
Sid - Co-ordination has been slow moving, now high onpriQrities, next few weeks, 
lacks list àf name on group. Anyone who is interested should get in contact 'with' Sid 
even if your nahze was not on the list. 
Noel - has names, will pass on. 
EnWromnetzta! law Reform 
John -  Sean and John developing firm proposals for refbrrn of Commonwealth 
Environmental Law, draft includes as priority a new ict for Common Wealth 
environmelital. impact assessment. Corn Govt has dropped balled on review of EPIP 
açt.,big problems - need to move now. Fax to Sean points on Envi Law Reform. 
NSWFàV Thrilderness  
Tom - Fay over a barrel after loosing Bye election, may cave into Wilderness. 
CEPA - Preferred PA PER 
Jane - Joint group report being.completed 
Noel - Need io pass hit on thisissue to ininibership bases. 
Jane - Will network EV's copy, and putting an info sheet on what people need to do. 
Perth ?c Tim Cadman wants copy.... 

No 12. PHONE LINK UP 
Barbara - Agenda items sheet sent out a week befbre dqe, this is not being networked, 
nor is feed back coming from these sheets. Can't do the next one - going away. 
When is the Nekt one 7 
Proposal 41h a/October 	. 

Propbsal Accepted 
Ca-ordjnator/Mj,wtes 

- Debbie / TWS SY]) 
Facilitator - Jane 

Thanks to democrats 

Mnutes by Adrian Whitehead (Happy to do it next time) 	

70~ 
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Contact: CoHn Dimitroff 
Telephone: 3728540 
Your Ret: 
Our Ret: uTimpoIdoc 

Chris Hans 
Campaigns Manager 
Green peace Australia 
PG. Box 800 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

8th September 1994 
Re: Draft Rain forest Policy 

Dear Chris. 

Your reply to our draft policy is much appreciated. 

The more I delve into timbers the more impediments to common sense arise. Public 
Works is committed to pursuing more responsible environmental design. We see 
ourselves as in a critical and somewhat influential position between industry and the 
expenditure of public monies hence our need for probity is paramount. 

In the course of furthering the establishment of a design policy to reduce the 
propensity to use environmentally unsuitable wood in govemment projects I have 
had dealing with the Rain forest Information Centre and others. It is becoming clear 
that sustainable forestry, at least the style desired by the NGOs, is not being 
practiced in this state. 

Our draft policy made reference to "old-gmwth "re-growth"; and "plantation" 
timbers. Advice received from bodies such as Greenpeace rein force the feeling that 
"old-growth" forests are not easily identified as least in the eyes of the forestry 
authorities and legally. "Re-growth" forests seem not to be managed in a 
sustainable manner, and "plantations" may have detrimental ecological 
consequences particularly for biodiversity. 

With this in mind we still see merit in pursuing the establishment and implementation 
of a "rain forest policy". Our intention is to raise the pro file of timber selection in both 
project briefs, design phases, and construction. By requiring contractors to seek 
written assurances from suppliers as to the source of particular timbers the 
message may begin to get through to those who can facilitate the data collection 
and labelling needed to more responsibly market timber products. 

I have no doubt that our contractors will express difficulty and in many cases 
documentation may not be possible or reliable. Change has to start on many fronts. 

We do not discount the benefit the policy will eventually have in focusing the client 
and the designer on more environmentally responsible material choices. A bit of 
research in the front end may save unnecessary con frontation during construction. 

LEVEL 20 McKELL BUILDING RAWSON PLACE SYDNEY NSW 2000 
GPO BOX 5280 SYDNEY NSW 2001 TELEPHONE (02) 372 8515 FACSIMILE (02) 372 8544 



To that end I will amend the policy only slightly. Reference to the Forestry 
Commission will be deleted for the time being until their ability to effectively and 
productively assist in the sourcing and labelling of forest products is better 
established. 

I will reinforce the desirability of recycled timbers, engineered timbers, and 
plantation timbers in preference to "old-growth" timber. The prohibition on impoded 
and local rain forest species will be maintained until a truly viable and sustainable 
source is clea sly identified: 

As with your organisation Public Works will keep a 'Watchful brief' on the 
development of responsible labelling and production. I was unaware of the Forests 
Stewardship CounciL Can you provide me information on this body? 

Looking forward to the continuing coLoperation with Greenpeace Australia. 

Yours faithfully 

Cohn Dimitroff 
Development Manager 
Cilent Service Division 
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DRAFT 
28 JUNE 1994 

Dear Mr Faulkner 

CONSERVATION OF NATIVE FORESTS 

We are pleased with the importance given to forest rn2nagewent issues in your speech of 28 
June. In particular we welcome your commitment to implement the moratorium clause of the 
National Forest Policy Srateient. 

41 ,  
As you know, forests will Va major item for discussion at the forthcoming Peak Council 
meeting in Canberra efi-.4-.July. There are a number of important matters relating to native 
forests which require urgent action before this meeting. We are therefore writing to bring these 
to your attention. 

They are: 

Current applications for new or additional woodehip export licences.  40,  
• Act urgently to reverse the decision to grant an export licence for 200 000 tonnes of 

Gurins, Tpmani  
• Act gerit4ensure that no licence is granted fortxpc,a f woodchips from n en-i NSW b BeraP57his decision is due on 8 July. 

• Ensure that a full EIS is undertaken before any approval to increase woodehip exports from Tasmania 

• Ensure that a full EIS is undertaken on the new woodchip till proposed by \Vhittakers 
near Mc Baker, WA. 

Implementation of the moratorium clause in the NIPS. 

• Initiate a full environmental assessment together with an immediate moratorium on 
logging and roading, in the Rocky, Sharpe, Hawke and Giblett blocks in WA. 

• Provide funding to conservation groups for the identification of high conservation 
value forests before the process of assessment of woodchip licence renewals for 
1994 begins.  

National Plantations: Environment, Industry Development and Employment stuc.y. You and your predecessor have both made commitments to fund this work, but the funding has still not been provided. 	.h- a-c 	 :j-<L csPz..cf.I 
4: Briefing by forest economist, Ms Judy Clark. You agreed at a meeting with Environment 
Victoria to mange time for this briefing.è- 'fly 

World Heritage listings. Assessment of the eastern boundary of the Western Tasmanian World Heritage Area and the Taridne must start by the first week in July to enable nominations to be considered at the October meeting of?? 

Scientific criteria for environmentally preferred paper products. The draft criteria. prepared by CEPA are not satisfactory. We are requesting in a separate letter that you indicate 
to CPA that criteria must distinguish between fibre sourced from native forests, plantations and recycled materiaL 

VAs 	4k- 	t?  - Ula ~ 
I 
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REVIEW OF THE REGIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

BACKGROUND 

The Regional Assessment program (RAP) is the principle initiative, funded 

by Government for the three year period 1992-3 to 1994-5 to identify 

National Estate values in major forest areas of Australia. 

Regional assessment is a necessary foundation to the achievement of the 

forest conservation objectives in the National Forest Policy Strategy and the 

approach to the national estate assessment under the IGAE. 

This evaluation is to review the current program and help determine the 

direction and extent of any continuation of the program beyond 1994-95. 

PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW 

It is intended to undertake an evaluation of the Regional Assessment 

Program as part of the DEST Portfolio Evaluation Plafi 1994-96. 

The review will involve an assessment of: 

the objectives, role, efficiency and effectiveness of the Commissions 

operation of the Regional Assessment Program; and 

recommend on the direction and extent of any continuation of the 

program beyond 1994-95. 

STRUCTURE OF THE REVIEW 

The review, will be undertaken in two stages: 

Stage I - an independent assessment of the role and effectiveness of the 

Regional Assessnent Pyogram;. and 

Stage H - an evaluation of the efficiency of the RAP. 

State I is to commence immediately and be completed by end April 1994. 

Stage 11 will be undertaken in the second half of 1994. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE - STAGE 1 

The review will include an evaluation of the following points. 

Evaluate the processes and outputs of the Regional Assessment 
Program in Western Australian and Victoria - addressing the following 

- 	issues: 

did the Regional Assessment strategy meet the stated aims of the 
Al-IC in implementing it - that is maximum identification and 
conservation of the NationalEstate and education about it? 

did the assessment process meet the requirements of the AHC 
Act? 

was the quality of the output comparable to similar previous 
assessmint and conservation work by the Commission? 

how effective was the natural and cultural research methodology 
used - did it identify National Estate values effectively and in 
accordance with the best methodology and technical data 
available? 

what was the role and effectiveness of local community and key 
stakeholder involvement and participation? 

Evaluate the outcomes of the Regional Assessment Program - in 
particular whether: 

the National Estate was identified effectively 

conservation advice given without prejudice 

the community was effectively involved 

the Regional Assessment Program has contributed effectively to 
the wider Commonwealth environment and heritage aims, such 
as the National Forest Policy Strategy and the development of the 
National Reserve System and the development of comprehersive 
regional assessment. 

Noting that in evaluating such outcomes account needs to be taken of the 

constraints that apply. 

On the basis of the evaluation the review would recommend on possible 

changes to the role, objectives or operation of the RAP. 	- 
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STAGE 1 REVIEW MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

AHC Management Team 

The Management Team will be chaired by Commissioner Glenn, with 

support from Sharon Sullivan and Anne-Marie Delahunt. Annette Bleys 

will be the Commission action officer. The Management Team will report 

to the Commission, which will have final oversight of the review. 

Advisory Group 

An advisory group, representing the key stakeholder groups having an 

inteest in the RAP will also be established. The purpose of the group is to 

canvass a btoad range of views about the effectiveness of the RAP, and to 

involve key stakeholder groups in the evaluation process. 

The major stakeholder groups have been identified as: 

- 	 conservationists (2 reps); 

- 	 industry organisations (1 rep) 

- 	 landowners/users groups (1 rep) 

- 	 State go''ernment resource agencies (1 rep) 

- 	 State government environment & conservation agencies (1 rep) 

- 	 Federal government environment & conservation agencies (1 rep) 

- 	 Federal government resource agencies (1 rep). 

Independent consultants 

the independent consultants will be required to undertake Stage 1 of the 

review, under the direction of the Management Team. 

Proposed consultancies 
	

~ 

It is proposed that a number of consultants be engaged to undertake discrete 

parts of the Regional Assessment program evaluation review. These parts 

are: 
- 	 a strategic assessment of the program, its outputs, outcomes and 

processes; 

- 	 a technical assessment of the methodologies used in the identification 
and assessment of natural environment places; 
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- 	a technical assessment of the methodologies used in the identification 

and assessment of cultural environment places; and, 

an assessment of the community participation program - its 
objectives, methods and outcothes - including a specific assessment of 
the views and opinions of the conservatiob movement about the 

program. 

It is envisaged that the consultants will have: 

- 
an understanding of government policies and processes, especially 

those relating to forests and forestry; 

- 	the ability toassess the merits of the scientific and technical methods 

used in regional assessment; and 

- 	a knowledge of the Commissions key stakeholder groups, especially 

the conservation movement. 

Timing 

It is envisaged that Stage 1 will be completed by end April 1994. 



1. CONSULTANTS BRIEF 

Assessment of Strategic Direction 

The terms of reference for this consultancy would include: 

• 	evaluate the program against the requirements of the AHC Act - 

specifically identification, conservation and education 

- 	has the National Estate been vigorously identified 

- 	has conservation advice been provided fearlessly, 

- 	has the conservation of the National Estate been advanced 

- 	is the community better educated about the National Estate 

evaluate the regional assessment strategy - objectives, achievements 

and constraints 

evaluate the role and effectiveness of the community participation 

program 

evaluate the co-operative approach with State agencies - including the 

use of Agreements 

- 	has the Commission's independance been compromised 

through its work with State agencies 

- 	have the Agreements constrained the Commission's ability to 

identify the National Estate in the future 

- 	have the Agreements constrained the Commission's ability to 

provide fearless tonservation advice 

role of the RAP in wider environmental and heritage policy such as 

NFPS, - NRS, CRA. For instance how does the RAP fit within the 

NFPS framework? 

On the basis of the evaluation the review would recommend on possible 

changes to the role, objectives or operation of the RAP. • 
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2. CONSULTANTS BRIEF 

Research Methods and Analysis - Natural Environment 

The purpose of the consultncv is to assess whether the regional assessment 
methodology used to identify and protect the National Estate natural values 
is: 

effective and efficient 

consistent with best conservation practice 

The consultant would be required to address the following questions: 

did the research methodology undertaken to identify National Estate 
values accord with the best methodology and technical data available? 

does the research methodologies identify all National Estate without 
compromise? 

is the protection advice gived in WA and proposed for Victoria 
reasonable - the best - in terms of current conservation practice? 

was the output comparable to similar previous assessment and 
conservation work by the Commission? 

Involve: 

assessment of project methodOlogies used in the WA and Victoriin 
projects 

assessment of the analyses resulting from the projects 

an assessment of the protection advice given or pioposed for each of 
the projects 

an evaluation of thereserved/unreserved analysis 

comparison with previous forest nominations (eg. Yowaka and older 
Tas sites) 

an assessment of the RAP methodologies/analyses with the findings of 
technical work shops - and any relevant discussion with key figures in 
the field of conservation and identification 
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3. CONSULTANTS BRIEF 

Research Methods and Analysis - Cultural Environthent 

The purpose of the consultancy is to assess whether the regional assessment 
methodology used to identify and protect the National Estate cultural values 
is: 

effective and efficient 

consistent with best conservation practice 

The consultant would be required to address the following questions: 

did the research methodology undertaken to identify National Estate 
cultural values accord with the best methodology and technical data 
a vail able? 

does the research methodologies identify all Nafional Estate without 
corn promise? 

is the protection advice proposed for Victoria reasonable - the best - in 
terms of current conservation practice? 

was the output comparable to similar previous assessment and 
conservation work by the Commission? 

Involve: 

assesment of project methodologies used in the Victorian projects 

assessment of the analyses resultingfrom the projects 

an assessment of the protection advice given or proposed for each of 
the projects 

an evaluation of the reserved/unreserved analysis 

comparison with previous forest nominations 	 - 

an assessment of the RAP methodologies/analyses with the findings of 
technical work shops - and any relevant discussion with key figures in 
the field of conservation and identification 
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4. CONSULTANT'S BRIEF 

Assessment of the Community Participation Program 

The purpose of the consultancy is to assess the regional assessment 
community participation program - its objectives, methods and outcomes. 

A key aspect of this consultancy will be an assessment of the views and 
opinions of the conservation rnoement about the program. 

The consultant would be required to: 

evaluate the role and effectiveness of the community consultation 
program, in particular the effectiveness and appropriateness of the 
program in: 

involving the community and key stakeholders in the 
identification of the National Estate and regiohal assessment 
process 

informing the community and key stakeholders about the 
National Estate and specifically about the aims and strategies of 
the regional approach 

advise on future directions for the community participation program 

Involve: 

an evaluation of the community participation processes developed in 
WA and used in the Victorian Projects 

an assessment of key stakeholder and community involvement 

an evaluation of the current position of the conservation movement 
towards the program 

a comparison of community involvement in previous forest 
nominations 

an assessment of the program against current approaches to 
community participation 
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Department of 

THE Am's, SPORT, ENVIRONMENT andTERRITORIES 

Dr 3 Messer 
Chairperson 
Nature Conservation Council of 115W 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS 115W 2000 

Dear 

I refer to your letter of 18 December 1992 to Mrs Kelly, 
concerning forest protection, and implementation of the 
conservation initiatives of the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS). Mrs Kelly has asked me to thank you for 
your letter and respond on her behalf. 

Mrs Kelly has written to the NSW Forests Minister, the Hon 
Gary West lIP, calling on him to 'avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old-grow-tn forest or 
wilderness that are likely to have a high conservation value' 
as was agreed by alista -tes andTerritories, excepting 
Tasmania, in the National Forest Policy Statement ()JflS). 

Accompanying the letter was a list of areas within NSW forests 
this Portfolio considers to be of high conservation value. 

At the Sante time Mrs Kelly wrote to the NSW Environment 
Minister, the Hon Chris Hartcher NP, advising him of the 
letter to Mr. West and including the list of areas of high 
conservation value. The letter also requested advice from Mr 
Hartcher on priorities for assessment of old-growth forest and 
wilderness areas. The Department has since undertaken 
preliainary discussions with NSW officials on projects which 
could possibly be brought forward for funding Consideration. 

Mrs Kelly wrote to Minister Griffiths on 18 December 1992 
stating that she expected that wood from areas likely to have 
a high conservation value would be excluded from any woodchip 
export approvals, pending an adequate reserve system being in 
place, and the Commonwealth being satisfied that the 
complementary management proposed for areas outside the 
reserve system adequately protected old-growth values. 

The Department has recently engaged Drs John Woinareki and 
Tony Norton to lead a consultancy to progress the issue of 
criteria for a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system in forests. Leading scientists have also been 
engaged to assist them, including Professor Jamie Kirkpatrick, 
Dr Chris Ziargules, Professor Henry Nix, Dr Hugh Possinghazn, 
Mr Peter Wcodgate and Mr Rob Leslie. 

The Departmental representative on tDe ANZECC Standing 
Committee, Ms JoAnne DiSa a, Iiasrjk.izfrto her colleagues on 

GPO Box 787, Canberra, ACT, 2601 Telex AA 62960, Facsimile (06) 274 1123, Telcphnne (06) 274 1111 
1(t% Kacyded Paper 



• 	
the Committee informing them of this work, and' requesting that • 	
the Technical Working Group, to be established to determine'' 
the criteria for ,a reserve system, . include as one of its terms 
of reference the requirement for an open workshop to be held 
within 3 months of the completion,of the work being done by 
Drs Woinaraki and Norton.. This will enable, the éonservatioñ 
movement to have considerable Input into the development of • 	
the criteria for a. reserve system in forests. 

Ms Disano has suggested that the Technical Working Group 
should comprise a répresèntat.jveof.:qç Standing. Committee, 
a 'representative'of the Standing.conniijttee on Forestry (SCF),' 
and a number.of technical.'exper-ts on reserve selection, most' 
of. "who work within State and 'Cozmnonwealth conservation. 
agencies. 	. . 

I expect that through this process the crIteria can be 
developed, ,  endorsed by the 'leading scientists 'in the field1 
and forwarded to'Governments through ANZE,CC and the Australian 
Forestry Council (AFC) for agreement. 

The Prime Minister has recently reiterated the Government's 
•pothition on woodohip exports; which. is that 'The Commonwealth 
will offer a longer term.export licence up to the year 2000 
and thereafter on. a case by case. basis, on the understanding 
that'if the woodchips 'are required for domestic use then; 
subject toniarkAt considerations, they should be 'directed' to 
that end. This should not detract from the Commonwealth's 
finn desire to achieve maximum domestic 'processing of' 
woodchips by the year 2000 or soon thereafter'.. 

The Convnonwealt,h Environment Protection Agency' (CEPA) ii 
currently 'considering the questions you have raised in 
relation to woodchip export. licences. ,. . 

Yours sincerely 	... ' . . 	 . 	' 	. 	 . •. 	 , 	 ' .• . 

All: McCusker  
Assistant Secretary  
Natural Resources Managénient Branch 	. 

/8' February 1993'  
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OF 115W 
TUE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 01 N$W 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE3 (02) 247 4206/241 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 241 5945 

Thursday, February IL 1993 

The Editor, 
Sydney Morning Herald,. 
Jones St.. 
Ultimo NSW 

Dear Sir/Ms 

Your editorial (SMH. Feb.18) regarding. the $100 million special dividend 
paid to P45W Treasury by the Water Board correctly draws attention to 
the inadequacy of the present strategy to protect Sydney's highly 
polluted waterways. 

The policy of the Nature Conservation Council is to oppose the payment 
of dividends by water authorities until such time as they have achieved 
the standards of environmental management necessary to en6ure that 
wator and waste• water systems are ecologically sustainable in the long 

term. 

At the same time, the Council strongly supports a pricing system based 
on irue-cost, user-pays" for waler, sewerage treatment and 
stormwater management while taking account of social equity issues 
through the provision of rebates to low income earners. 

It is vital that the people of Sydney realise that the Water Board needs 
a real increase in revenue to overcome problems such as the sewerage 
overflows noted by the Deputy Mayor of Woollahra Council ("Sydney's 
poor sewerage system", SMH. Feb.18.). Significant additional revenues 
are also needed to stop the existing 70-100 year old system from 
literal collapse. 

Sydney's profligate domestic water consumers are cross-subsidised by 
industry and commerce to the tune of more than $250 million dollars 
p.s. This results in a pricing system whereby consumers get more than 
784 litres of WB water (delivered and disposed of), for the same price 

as a 1.25 litre bottle of Coca-Cola from the supermarketl 



ftc N(1ly 
C'LM 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

Messrs. S Walker, D Pugh, S Jagoe 
and Ms L Orrego 

/- Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

Dear Mr \Vallcer et. al. 

I refer to your letter dated 17th October, 1994 in which you make a number of 
requests relating to the implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement 
(NFPS). 

Having regard for the fact that the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee (FPAC), of 
which you are all members, was established priniarily to provide advice on forestry 
policy issues to the Minister for Land and Water Conservation, I will, in my capacity 
as Chairman of FPAC, bring your letter to the Minister's attention together with a 
copy of this reply. 

You have made various requests of either the Premier, the Minister or the 
Commissioner, Forestry Commission to issue public statements, or to take other 
action in relation to conservation prescriptions set out in the NFPS, and also in 
relation to specific operations which you claim are in conflict with NFPS principles. 
In this regard, I should point out that the Government's and the Minister's position on 
these issues has been outlined on a number of occasions in public statements and in 
correspondence with a range of interested parties and individuals. I will, however, 
endeavour to restate this position as it relates to the issues you have raised. 

As a signatory to the NFIS the Government has expressed its commitment to 
iniplementating the principles and actions contktined in the policy statement. The 
management of the State's publicly-owned native forest reflects this commitment. 

As members of the FPAC you will be aware that the Office of Forestry is preparing a 
report on the State's progress in implementing the conservation aspects of the NFPS 
and that this report will he forwarded to all members as soon as it is completed. 

You will also be aware that the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) (TI(IP)) Act 
imposed a moratorium on logging in forest areas with notable conservation values 
pending the completion and determination of EISs in those areas. By way of 
example, under the Act, about 10,000 hectares of forest in the Dorrigo Management 
Area, (which includes Wild Cattle Creek State Forest) has been placed 

The Department of Conservation and Land Management incorporates: 
Soil Conservation Service, Crown Lands Service, Land Information Centre, Land Titles Office, valuer-General's Office and Forestry Policy Unit. 

23-33 Bridge Street Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001 Phone (02) 228 6321 Fax (02) 2313280 



under a moratorium. 	Under the Act less 'sensitive'areas of forest were also 
identified as continuing to be available for timber production to maintain supplies of 
logs necessary to avoid mill closures and to safeguard the jobs and welfare of people 
employed in the timber industry. 

With reference to your suggestion that logging in Compartment 579 of Wild Cattle 
Creek was permitted in breach of the NFPS, the Minister has already written to Mr 
Pugh and others rejecting this suggestion. In his letter the Minister, while 
acknowledging that the definition and delineation of old growth forests is a difficult 
issue, pointed out that the NFPS states, on page 16, that "Australia will continue to 
use old growth timber for many years. It will come from disturbed forests containing 
some old growth trees". 

Given the statutory background and that the portion of Compartment 579 being 
logged is covered by the necessary licence approvals, from both the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service and the Environment Protection Authority, the Government is 
clearly of the view that logging in this compartment is not inconsistent with the broad 
intent of the NFPS. 

In Item 3 of your letter, a request is made to prohibit logging operations approved by .  
the Minister for Planning in old growth forest and wilderness areas in the 
KempseyfWauchope, Glen Innes and Wingham Management Areas. Your letter also 
acknowledges that determinations of Environmental Impact Statements (EIS's) have 
been made by the Minister for Planning for these areas. The EIS process is based 
upon existing statutory requirements and your proposal to override these procedures 
and legitimate outcomes is simply untenable from a whole-of-Government perspective. 

In Item 4 of your letter a request is made for the Commissioner, Forestry Commission 
and the Managing Director, State Forests to ensure that no further logging is 
permitted in South East forest moratorium areas, at least until determination of the 
next ES for the Eden Native Forest Management Area. In this regard the Managing 
Director, State Forests issued a statement, dated 29th July, 1994 following the passage 
of the TI(IP) Ahiendment Act and gave an undertaking to discontinue logging in 
Compartment 1451 and three other areas subject to licences and approvals for 
replacement compartments being obtained. T am advised that logging in these four 
compartments has been halted. 

In a recent letter to Mr Jagoe, (copy attached) I pointed out that it was generally 
accepted that when the TI(IP) Act was extended to cover the Eden Native Forest 
Management Area harvesting would continue in compartments where logging was 
underway and was properly authorised and licenced. In order to ensure that the 
'spirit' of the Act is observed, an undertaking was given not to initiate operations in 
compartments where logging had not commenced before the enactment of the 
legislation, notwithstanding that such areas may have been approved under the earlier 
EIS determinations and be licenced under the National Parks and Wildlife Act. 



Against this background I believe that the Minister's and the Government's 
commitment to the NFPS is clear and I do not accept that a case has been made to 
warrant any further public statements or commitments in this regard. 

I will, however, as indicated draw the Minister's attention to the issues you have 
raised. 

Yours sincerely, 

422  flC 
W A WATKINS 
Director-General and 
Commissioner of Soil Conservation 
Commissioner, Forestry Commission 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
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?çSteèq Jagoe 
PO*ox 16\ 

BEGA\.<4SW\2550  

Dear Mr Jagoe 

I refer to your letter of 27th September, 1994concerning aspects of the implementation of the 
Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Amendment (TI(IP)A) Act. 

Having enquiried into the allegations you have made concerning "breaches" of the TI(IP)A Act, 
I do not' accept your proposition that the Managing Director of State Forests attempted to 
mislead the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee (FPAC), or has in any way authorised logging 
activity which is at odds with statements made or directions given by the Minister. 

As I understand it, although I have not seen the letter to Mr Jeff Angel, the logging activity in 
the compartments identified in the Minister's advice was quite in order and not at variance with 
statements made by State Forests. 

The compartments identified by the Minister were areas approved for logging from an 
environmental impact assessment perspective, and licensed under the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act and pollution control legislation. It was generally accepted that when the Timber 
Industry (Interim Protection) Act was extended to cover the Eden Native Forest Management 
Area compartments already properly 'processed', and where logging was underway, would 
continue to be harvested. 

Actions aimed at meeting the 'spirit" of the amended Act related to areas where, whilst approved 
and filly licensed, logging had not commenced before the amended legislation was enaêted. 

The isue of "logging priorities to be directed to least sensitive areas" has been included on the 
agenda for the next meeting of FPAC scheduled for Monday, 7th October as discussion on this 
item was deferred at the September meeting. 

Yours sincerely 

WA WATKINS 
Director General and 
Commissioner of Soil Conservation 
Commissioner, Forestry Commission 

- 	The Department of Conservation and Land Management incorporates: 
Crown Lands Service, Land formation Centre, Land Titles Of lice, Office of Forestr y . Office of Land Information 'olin' and Coordination, 

Office of Water. Soil Conservation Service, Valuer-General's Office. 

23-33 Bridge Street Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001 Phone (02) 228 6321, Fax (02) 231 3280 
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November 11th 

Shareholders at Monday's meeting of Boral have announced their 
intention to challenge the company's environmental record with claims that 

tatáments made in their Annual report are both misleading and 
Incorrectand should therefore be withdrawn from the report.. 

Mr.Paul Hennelly shareholder for Boral claims that statements made by the 
company In which it states that "we only source timber from forests that are 

harvested on a sustained yield basis' is incorrect and misleading. 
In at least four management areas It has been found that they are not 

being managed on a sustained yield basis.These areas Include Macksville, 
Dorrigo, Grafton and Kempsey.in each case the yields have been ojver 
estimated with much of the resource to be retained for the next cu'ttIng 

cycie.S being harvested prematurely.ln the Kempsy Management Area an 
' 	ex-forester John Gralter claimed in 1993 that "in essenbe yield can not 

be sustained even at proposed lower level as regrowth forests of 
Kempseyarea have been made depauperate 

Furthermore, the company claims that "caring for the environment is a 
social responsibility.l am also wondering how this company is being 

socisally responsible when thay continue tgo log high conservation value 
forests and koala habitat 

c As a shareholder I am concerned that making incorrect amnd misleading 
statements such as this is not giving us the right Information and Is this 

company continues their logging activities conservationists may call for a 
boycott on the company's prOducts,Paul Henneily said today,i am 

concerned that making Incor!ect amnd misleading statements such as this 
is not giving us the right information and is this company continues their 

logging activities conservationists may call for a boycott on the company"s 
products,Paui Henneily said today," 

MEDIA RELEASE.....MEDIA RELEASE ..... MEDlA RELEASE 

Wednesday 1 June 1994 

Title 

Blah, blah, blah ..... 

For more information contact: 
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• 	MEDIA RELEASE 	MEDIA RELEASE 	MEDIA RELEASE 

Prominent Australians support anti-woodchip campaign 

A group of prominent Australians and community leaders have written an 
open letter to the Prime Minister calling for Federal intervention to protect 
Australian forests from woodchipping. They include:. 

Singers and Musicians 	Deborah Conway, John Williamson, Mandawuy Yunupingu 
and Eric i3ogle 

Actor 	 Ruth Cracknell 
Surfing champions 	Tom Carroll and Mark Richards 
Comedians 	 Wendy Harmer and Johh Clarke 
Ethnic community leaders Victor Rebikoff, Angela Chan and Ross Tzannes 
Church leaders 	 Reverend Harry Herbert and Reverend Kenneth Cornwell 
Broadcaster & Writer 	Phillip Adams 
Publisher 	 Jill Hickson 
Designer 	. 	 Jenny Kee 
International adventurer Peter Treseder 
Ecologist 	 Professor Paul Erlich (presently visiting Australia) 
Environmentalists 	Ian Kiernan, Vincent Serventy and Matt Keys 
NSW Independent MPs 	Dr Peter MdDonald and Clover Moore 
NSW Democrat MLC 	Richard Jones 

"A nation-wide opinion poll released today shows that more than 80% . of 
Australians do not want to see our . forests exported as woodchips to Japan," 
said Peter Wright, Biodiversity 'Campaigner for the Australian Conservation 
Foundation. "From the range of people who, have signed thjs open letter it is 
clear that there is broad community concern about this issue." 

The letter urges the Prime Minister not to undervalue our forests: "They are 
a beautiful 	and vital part of our national identity: 	They contribute • to 	the 
ecological life of the country, and to the spiritual life of all its inhabitants:" 

According to Peter Wright, "It it these sentiments which are fuelling concern 
in the community. People know that it is economic and ecologioal madness 
to send our forests to Japan to become waste paper. The future of our 
timber industry lies in plantations, not in destroying forests." 

"Woodchipping is no way to save jobs or forests and Australians are looking 
to the Prime Minister for decisive leadership," concluded Mr Wright. 

For more information contact Peter Wright (02) 247 4285. 
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Environment Victoria 
- 	 Wilderness Society 

Noflh East Forests Alliance; South East forests Alliance; 
Nature Conservauon Council of New South Wales 

Tasmanian ConservatIon mist 
Australian Cons oratIon Foundation 

Conservation Councils of Western Australls South Australia & Queensland 
Conservation Council of Conservation Council o/Canbera and the South Last Region 

MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDJA RELEASE 

80% 'no' to woodchipping: Newspoll survey 
An overwhelming 80.3% of Australians are opposed to trees from Australia's native 
forests being felled and exported as woodehips to Japan. These are the results of a 
survey conducted by Newspoll in five capital cities last weekend and released today 
by conservation groups. 

'This poll proves beyond any shadow of doubt that Australians from every walk of life are 

unequivocally opposed to the export woodchipping of native forests', said Linda Parlane, 
Campaign Coordinator of Environment Victoria. 'The Keating Government's imminent 
decision on woodchip licences will reveal its responsiveness to community views on this 

issue' she added. 

'At least 764 forest areas with high conservation value are under immediate threat from 
logging and woodchipping in Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania, and Western 
Australia. Prime Minister Keating can now move decisively to protect our native forests 
knowing he has a clear mandate to act. With a Federal election in the air and a NSW State 
election in March next year this is obviously a pivotal issue and the public will be 
watching closely the Government's actions on native forests', said Mr. Kevin Parker, 
National Campaign Coordinator of the Wilderness Society. 

The poll confirms previous surveys that the vast majority of Australians view protection 
of the environment as a very high priority; and have consistently, opposed export 
woodchipping of trees from native forests. 

'The Newspoll survey shows that people support significantly stronger action than is 
being considered by the Keating Government. Mr Keating could go all the way, end 
export woodehipping altogether and still enjoy strong and widespread community 
support', said Mr. Peter Wright, Biodiversity Campaigner with the Australian 
Conservation Foundation. 	 - 

The Newspoll survey asked 'Do you personally approve or disapprove of trees from 
Australia's native forests being felled and exported as woodchips to Japan?' 

80.3% of people surveyed are opposed to export woodchipping; 11.7% are in favour, 
while 8.0% remain undecided. Woodchipping and export of native forests is opposed by: 
• 83.2% of blue collar workers and 76.3% of white collar workers 
• 86.5% of women and 73.7% of men. 

For further information call 	Ms Linda Parlane 	015 103 063 
Mr Kevin Parker 	018 449 080 

Mr. Peter Wright 	02 247 4285 	8 December 1994 
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TO 
	

RCFSYD P.04 

The Hon PJ Keating MP 
The Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

We are writing to express our deep concern about the continuing destruction of 
Australia's native forests. 

Australia's cuftural identity is inextricably linked with the land and the flora and 
fauna it supports. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have always understood this important 
relationship and the Australian landscape remains a unique source of inspiration 
for our artists and creators. 

Our nativeforests form part of that landscape and we cannot affQrd to lose them. 

If we continue logging this resource just to support export woodchipping, we run 
the risk of destroying an essential part of Australia's cultural heritage. 

We commend the Government's policy to phase out the export of woodchips from 
native forests in favour 01 downstream processing by the year 2000. 

However, it is alarming that recent comments by the Minister for Resources indicate 
that the Government will continue to allow logging for export woodchipping in 
areas of hIgh conservation value. 

Your stand on significant national issues, such as Aboriginal reconciliation, the 
republic ..debate and the arts has been visionary. 

We urge you to now intervene in the current round of licence renewals to ensure 
Australia's forests of high conservation value are protected. 

Yours sincerely 
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MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE MEDIA RELEASE 

Peter Carret and Arts identitieth urge PM to 
protect forests 

Today an open letter was delivered to the Prime Minister from 
peter Garrett and the leaders of the Australian arts community. 
It called on the PM to intervene in the current round of woodehip 
export licences to ensure that high conservation value forests 
are protected:. 

The letter was signed by! 

Richard. Meale 
Peter Sculthorpe 
Nigel Westlake 
Roger Woodward AC 014 
Yothu Tindi 
John Bell A14 
Joan Carden A0 OBE 
Barry Conyngliant 
Elektra $tring Quartet 
Rodney Rail 

Midnight Oil (Peter Garrett) 
Martin Wesley-Smith 
Tim Winton 
Judith Wright Mcxinney 
Professor Michael Atherton 
Nigel ButterleyA14 
Circus Oz 
Ross Edwards 
Carrilio Gantner 
Hunters and Collectors 

The letter says "Your stand on significant national issues, such 
as Aboriginal reconciliation, the republic debate and the arts 
has been visionary. We urge you to now intervene in the current 
round of licence renewals to ensure Australia's forests of high 
conservation value are protected." 

The letter has been released on the day that a Newapoll 
commissioned by the peak environment groups has found that over 
80% of the populflion do not approve of export woodchipping. 

For more information contact: 
Di Lindsay, Midnight Oil office 	02 660 0677 



An open letter to the Prime Minister of 
Australia re: Renewal of Export 
Woodchip Licences 

8th December, 1994 

Hon. Paul Keating 
Prime Minister of Australia 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Prime Minister 

We write to express our concern for the way our native 
forests are being managed; Large areas of high 
conservation value forest - old growth, wilderness and 
endangered species habitat - are threatened by export 
woodchipping. The Jarrah and Karri stands in WA, 
Victoria's Mountain Ash, and World Heritage value 
forests in Tasmania and NSW all face the woodchip mill 
in the next 12 months. 

While the costs to our environment are substantial, the 
economic benefits are meagre. Employment in the 
timber industry has been failing since the 1950s . and 
woodchipping now employs only 600 people nation-
wide. By providing short-tebn profits to a few large 
companies, the woodchipping industry is stifling 
investment in plantations and the many jobs that they 
would bring. 

The recent High Conservation Value Forests Study has 
found that 764 areas in NSW, Victoria, WA and Tasmania 
are in imminent danger. The Federal Government must 
protect these forests by excluding them from the 
woodchip export licences. 

The way forward is simple: 
* Protect the forests of high conservation value in a 

comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reserve system, 

* Manage the transition of the industry out of native 
forests and into plantation forestry, 

* Encourage the development of industries based on 
Australia's vast plantation resource, 

* Phase out export woodchipping in line with the 
Federal Government's policy. 

• Phillip Adams 

EñcB* 

Tom Carroll 

John Clarke 

Deborah Conway 

Ruth Cracknell 

Prof.Paul R. Ehrtich 

Ethnic 
Communities' 
Council of NSW 

Federation of 
Ethnic 
Communities' 
Council of 
Australia 

Wendy Harmer 

Jill Hickson 

Richard Jones 

Jenny Kee 

Ian Kieman 

Dr Peter McDonald 

Clover Moore 

Mark Richards 

Vincent Serventy 

Surfiider 
Foundation 

Peter Treseder 

Uniting Church 
in Australia, 
NSW Synod 

John Williamson 

Mandawuy 
Yunujngi 
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RICHARD JONES MLC 
Australian Democrat Member of the NSW Legislative Council 
Parliament House, SYDNEY, 2000 Telephone (02) 230 2858 Fax (02) 230 2871 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

14 November 1994 

BORAL SHAREHOLDERS 
MUST TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 

"Those who invest in floral have to take responsibility for what their company does," said Democrat 
Richard Jones. MLC. 

"I was arrested at Wild Cattle Creek State Forest while attempting to observe some of the damage 

occurring in an old-growt.h forest, which was known koala habitat and where the trees were judged 
to he up to one-and-a-half thousand years old. 

"Tn order to log these forests on a 'sustained yield basis' as alleged by floral, they would need to he 
logged only once evezy one thousand years, which is patently absurd. 

"floral shareholders have to accept responsibility for the destruction of these ancient forests and the 
killing of endangered species such as koalas, tiger quolls and parrna.wallabies. They have to decide 
whether an investment in floraF is a sufficiently ethical investment. 

"Ethical investment in the tJnited States is proving far more profitable than investing in companies 
which profit out of destroying the environment. 

"It is time now for all investors in Australia to consider whether their investments in companies are 

contributing to the destruction of the environment, the worsening of the greenhouse effect and 
additional air and water pollution. Companies which damage or destroy the environment should not 

be supported by investors. 

"I urge the management and shareholders of floral to look at floral's activities in the old growth 

forests of New South Wales and Tasmania and to consider whether those activities are' worthy of 
the name of florhl," concluded Richard Jones.. 

For further infonnation please contact Riehani Jones on (02) 230 2858. 
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NORTH COAST ENVIRONMENT 
COUNCIL Inc. 

Hon. Sec. Mr Jim Teddor, Pavans Road, Grassy Head via Stuarts Point 2441. Ph/Fax 065 690802 
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COURT CHALLENGE TO WOODCfflP EXPORT 
LICENCES CLEARS FIRST HURDLE 

The regional umbzrfla environment orgaisation, the North Coast Environment Council Inc. has 
succeeded in its first step of a legal challenge to the Commonwealth government's issuing of export 
woodehipping licences, following a decision made late on Friday 7th October in the Federal Court 
Sydney, by Mr Justice Sackville, according to NCEC spokesperson Mr John Coitil. 

'Lawyers acting for Commonwealth Minister for Resources, Mr David Beddall, have today failed 
in their application to have our case thrown out of court They based their application on a claim 
tha because the export woodchzpping licence, the subject of our objection, has been allowed to 
lapse temporarily, our case was 'futile. However the Ministe?s. lawyers were forced to admit that 
a new export licence to Boral company, Sawmillem Export P/L (SEP/L) is being now considered 
Mr Justice Sackville found that our case had 'utility' and awarded costs against the Minister,' Mr 
Coñcill said 

Mr Corkill said that the successful court action wider the AthninSn!ztive Decions (hdicial 
Review) An. was 'a preliminmy skirmish', before a further hearing likely to be held in mid-
November. The action is an appeal to the Federal Court to review the Labor Minister for 
Resources' decision not to recognise the North Coast Environment Council Inc. as a party 
'aggrieved! by his decision to grant further export woodchip licences to the floral company SEP/L 

A similar case is also being brought in the same court by the Tasmanian Consen'alion Tnjst, over 
Minister Beddall's decision, earlier this year, to issue a 200,000 tonne export woodchip licence to 
Ounn's Pt, without reference to Environment Minister, Senator Faulkner for Ms advice. 

Mr Corkill said that the Council had provided evidence to the Fedenl Court that ont of the prime 
motivations for its formation in 1977 had been the threat of large scale export woodchipping from 
the port of Coffs Hartoir. Further evidence had shown that this concern had burn repeatedly 
demonstrated in actions and submissions in its 17 year history. 

'This qucslion of 'standing is vital to the public interest Mr Beddall still thinks  that the people of 
the north coast have no right to request his reasons for issuing another export woodebipping licence 
to Boral when no adequate Commonwealth environmental Impact statement has been produced.' 

* 'The Minister believes that his decision to allow 500,000 tormes of woodchip from north coast 
native forests, including 'old growth' forest, to be sent to Japan every year, cannot be questioned by 
the public and should not be reviewed by the court' Mr Corkill said. 

2!; 
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Mr Corkill said that northern NSWI south-east Queensland was one 61 three only regional centres 
diversity  

south-west of West Australia. He said that other Commonwealth agencies such as CSIRO and 
Australian Natwe Conservation Agency (formerly ANPWS) acknowledged this high bio-diveraity 
ratiking and rated north Cast NSW and SE,Queensland as thc area facing the greatest threats. 

'The woodcbip supply zones include lands which contain 87 nationally endangered plants and 8 
nationally endangered animals, and we intend to ensure that they are protected while the 
Commonwealth Government decides how to implement its decision to end export woodchipping by 
the year 2000. To do this we will take every legal opportunity available to dernonsfrate our concern 
at poor environmental impact assessment under Commonwealth law and the utter failure of state 
based assessment processes in NSW, on which the Commonwealth foolishly rely,' said Mr Corkill. 

For more information Thorie John Corkill 066 21 3278 w, 06621 6824, 
Teny Parkbouse 065 690 771 h+w, OR Jim Tedder 065 690 802 h+w 
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Media Alert. 
.11 October 1994 

MEDIA ALERT 

Outrage over Expoit Woodchip. 
licence renewal 

The WildernessSocietY was outraged today by the decision of Feder3i Resources Minister. • 
• David Beddali to rcnew an export woodchipping licence for the Boral. subsidiary Sawmllleis 
• Exports Ltd. 	 . 	 -. 	. 

• : T licence allowi Boral to export a further 500,dO0 tQnnes f wbo4chips from the native 
(orests of porth cast New South Wales. 	 . 

"Following earlier controvesy surronding the licence, Boist wasoperati,ng S an inteçirn three-
month licence pending advice from the Fcdttal Environment Minister, John.PauIkflCr ?  : 

• The advice that came from the Environment Minister's department inclu4cd sijict restñàtioi's on 
export wóodchip licences and an unequivocal "No" to the logging of high consqrvaUon valtie 

• I forests including endangeçed species habitats. 	 . 

"The advibe given by John Fatifkner was to be the b'n. minimum applied on.expOt 

• woodchip licenes. It is ehtirely regrettable that thó extent to :Which this advice has been adhere4 
• • to is stifl unknown We haye requested a copy of the licence and the condktiOnS from the 

Ministefs office and have been told the thformadon wilt be made vailabcwit:liO a fet? 
• days.".said Kevin Parker, NatioiYal Campaign Co-ordinator of the Wilderenss Society 

"That the Fedral government cat annouce that 500,000 iohnes M our five fots1s  is goilig tp 
be destroye4 - without revealing any of the environmental guidehnep to be applied on this 
debacle"- ha matter for grave concern. The Federal governmcpt shot44 not be issulng export 
woodchip licences at all and certainly iot in a manner which heightens mmuwty concerns 

4 	
I 

fact is David Beddall has behaved ipapptopnatelY with regard to the issi;iog of this Iic4nce 
from the begtnmn3 There as little indication the Federal Government is acting an an integrated 
maimer and enforcinp its own policy with regard to forest management 

"Thi advice that the Paul Keating and David Beddall should be responding to is the OpiruOn 
polls winch state that Øte community does not want expott woodchlppihg In our native forests 

• 

	

	. The Federat gàvernm'ent iad.tioAed, deètruction of our foresS n%ut aSp. Paul Keatings 'I 
environmental credentials are on the line on this issue 

¶ 	 4 	
'• 	 j 

• 	For further.infótrnatiofl cntact Kevin Parker 010 449 080: 	: : 2 

52*9 . ?3)6 FeneliiBarw 015 310995 or7O. 	• 
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NORTJ4 EAST FOREST ALLI 

Cl. 'The Big Scrub' Environment C"bio Inc. 
149 Keen Street, Usmore,c 2480. 
Phone 066 213 218 Fux 086 222 670 

MEDIA R( .EASE - SEPTEMBER 29, 1994 

0 
ANCE 

WILD CATTLE CREEK LOGGING PROTESTS TO ESCALATE 
AS RICHARD JONES MLC VISITS AREA FRIDAY 

"Many North East Forest Alliance supporters will gather tomorrow at Wild 
Cattle Creek for noontime ceremonies and speakers in protest against the 
continued destruction of this precious old growth forest. Some may 
choose to place themselves In an ärrestable position by setting 'out into 
this "closed" public forest in an attempt to see these ancient trees, 
some of which were seedlings at the time of Christ, before they are 
destroyed," according to NEFA spokesperson Lyn Orrego. 

"Mr Richard Jones MLC will attend and speak to the gathering. Anyone 
concerned about the logging of our old growth forests is welcome. 
Families and children are expected. There will also be eulogies for the 
forest and a flag ceremony designed to remind people of the respect for 
the land which our original inhabitants had, 

'NEFA has vowed to continue its campaign to stop the Fahey government 
from destroying the public's high canservatlori value old growth forests. 
State Forests own figures show they are logging NSW's old growth forests 
at a rate of 60 hectares a day. This shows wanton disregard for the 
majority o.f the public who wish old growth forests to be protected, 

"Cpt 579 in Wild Cattle Creek has been documented by expert government 
department reports as being both old growth and of high conservation 
value. Despite these reports being before the Minister for Forests, Mr 
Souris, he still endorsed the logging and oven contradicted the expert 
reports in his statements to the public. 	 - 

'This is a willful breach of the National Forest Policy Statement. NEFA, 
earlier this week, called for Mr Souris to resign. We are now calling on 
Mr Fahey to ceniirø him, ctnp the locoino  of old growth at Wild cattle 
Creek and reaffirm his committment to the National Forest Policy. It was 
Mr Fahey who signed the policy in December 1992. How much is Mr Faheys 
word worth, we ask. 

"Old growth forests have a'far greater value than for a one off timber 
cut. After four years of drought we might better understand the need to 
keep old growth which is responsible for yielding larger amounts of water 
to streams than regrowth forests. Our growing coastal communities need 
this water. The governments acLiuris In targetting high conservation value 
water-producing forests is crazy, even in economic terms." stus,sald. 

For further info: Lyn Orrego (065) 647478 or 647808 
Dailan Pugh (066) 882268 
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Media Release Monday 26 September 1994 	/ 

Suspend Contracts and apologise to Dorrigo. NEFA tells Souris 

The people of Dorrigo deserve an apology from the Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation. George Souris, for the situation at Wild Cattle Ck 
according to NEFA spokesperson. Mr Aidan Ricketts. 

The timber being removed at Wild Cattle Ck is being 'taken off the 
plateau to Boral's Mill at South Graf ton. Dorrigo gains no benefit from the 
logging operation because State Forests are already overcommitted to 
Borat under "Long Term Wood Supply Contracts", Mr Ricketts said 

Under the Long Term Wood Supply Contracts. State Forests has promised 
Boral access to far greater amounts of timber than either the industry or 
the forests can sustain. If for any reason the Umber is unavailable. Boral 
can sue State Forests. 
"The promised timber simply doesn't exist and the contracts will only 
lead to the closure of many family owned mills and to costly 
compensation pay outs to Boral," Mr Ricketts said 

- The Long.Terrn Wood Supply Contracts have pre-enipted all of the EIS, 
and are in breach or NSW obligations under the National Forest Policy. Mr Ricketts said 

NEFA again cans upon Mr Souris to suspend these contractS. There is no 
doubt he has the power to do so. NEFA has obtained legal advice that 
whilst these contracts may bind State Forests, they do not bind the 
Government 

"Every day that Mr Souris leaves these contracts in place is another day 
he abandons the old growth forests, the people of Dorrigo and the general 
public in favour of corporate monopoly. Mr Souris is bungling the issue if 
he does not suspend the contracts, Mr Ricketts said. 

The Wild Cattle Ck blockade is set to intensify on Monday momma 
following swelling of numbers to over the weekend, There will be about 
70 people inside the compartment on Monday morning aiming to prevent the recoin mencement of logging. 

For more information or blockade updates 
contact Aidan Ricketts ph 066 333 292. 
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Save Australia's Forosts—Stap Export Woodohipping. 
4-8 Nov 1994, Par'iament House, Canberra. Contact (06) 249 6491 

Tuesday 1 November 1994 

MEDIA RELEASE 

TENSION LOOMS BETWEEN CONSERVATION 
MOVEMENT AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 

Tensiop is looming between a united forest conservation movement and federal authorities after 
conseryationists were denied permission to hold a peaceful Forest Embassy" in Federation Mall 
opposive Federal Parliament from 4 loS Novembet; by the National Capital Planning Authority- 

Conseivationists from around the country are expected to converge on Canberra for the five day 
educative and lobbying exercise designed to bring a halt w export woodchipping from Australia's 
native Eorests. 

"As AustraLian citizens we are being denied the right to voice our concerns in a public area opposite 
our Paliliament House. On top of our campaign to stop export woodehipping, we now have to deol 
with the issue of basic human Hghts" said Lucy Uorodny spokesperson for the Forest Embassy. 

"The iny of this situation is that a small action with a couple of bandars would be acceptable to the 
NCPAJWhiIC a large protest such as ours, representing the enormous extent of community concern and 
involvrng thousands of people across the country and ALL major conservation groups, has been 
fobbec off to an area near Lake Burley Griffin that is out of sight and therefore out of mind!" 
continikd Ms Hotvdny. 

"We ari,anxious to ensure that families are not exposed toany potential conflict with police. We have 
been ttreatencd under rresspass laws should we seek to hold the festival in Federation Mall in front of 
Pacliarthent House. Families need not have any fears as we will be holding many events away from 

- PaiLianienL House (or their benefit but it is outrageous that citizens should not be allowed to hold a 
peacef4l gathering in the very centre of our demncracy", said Kevin Parker spokesperson for the 
Forest Embassy, 

'This if a clear case of environmental prejudice, and is a blatant attempt to muzzle the community's 
concerT about the continued destruction of our forests. Gatherings outside Parliament house have 
occurrid many times before - by Aboriginal people, farmers and log truck drivers for instance - yet it 
is the cn'.servation community that is to be the flest case" against democracy. Refusing the right to 
gather tn masse outside Parliament House is unconstitutional. 

"his ciould  become a major embarassment for the Federal Governient... We are calling on Brian Howe 
- who i ultimately responsible for this fiasco - to make a stand for hutthu rights and give the Forest 
Em Las4y the go-ahead. U%ent toiks with relevant authorities are contirting" concluded Mr Parker. 

For fur jiser infuri,iation contact; 

Kevin Parker 018 449 080 	Lucy Horodny 06 257 5122 (W) 062576597 (H) 

Show your support 
Presented by Australia's conservation groups 
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warmly congratulated the Federal Minister for the Environment, Senator 
John Faulkner, on the key role he played in achieving this major 
conservation victory for the "jewel in the crown" of NSW's coastal heritage. 

On the oilier hand, the Council is very disappointed by the failure of both. the 
Federal and NSW governments to effectively implement the National 
Greenhouse Response Strategy. Action is particularly called for in NSW 
which generates about a third of Australia's Greenhouse gas emissions and 
where urban freeways and road-based transport continue to proliferate 
without regard to the environmental consequences. The Council believes 
that firm targets should be mandated to demonstrate an effective 
commitment by the Federal and NSW governments towards energy 
conservation and a reduction in fossil-fuel based energy consumption. 

The Council is also strongly concerned that the Federal Government has sti]i 
not achieved endorsement Of the National Strategy for the Conservation of 
Biodiversity, in part due to the NSW Government's refusal to endorse this 
most vital initiative in support of the Biod.iversity Convention. it is also 
disappointing that the NSW Governient has not yet introduced adequate 
comprehensive endangered species legislation. 

Native Vegetation Loss 

The loss of native vegetation continues virtuafly unabated throughout NSW 
making a mockery of government policies promoting ecological 
sustainabiity. The clearing of native vegetation for the expansion of broad-
acre and irrigated farming in inlan.d NSW, the continuous, logging of NSW's 
old growth forests, the destruction of bushland by urban development and 
the loss of remnant vegetation due to the conversion of Crown lands to 
freehold and the widening and/or clearing of roadside verges, all contribute 
to the net loss of native vegetation, habitat and genetic diversity. At the 
present time over 60 ha of old growth forest are destroyed every day in 
NSW while governments procrastinate, committees proliferate and the life 
support systems of endangered species rapidly decline or disappear. 

The Council congratulates the Federal Government on its support for the 
Desertification Treaty and once again expresses its disappointment that the 
NSW Govehiment did not fufly endorse Australia's commitment. 

National Parks and Protected Areas 

Although the Council is of the view that all landholders and l.an.d users must 
accept responsibility for conserving hiodiversity, it is essential that a 
comprehensive system of national parks and protected areas be established 
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THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02)2475945 

NSW FOREST POLICY FAILURE 
I. 

PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY 

Last week, NSW Parliamentarian Richard Jones was arrested - along 
with 37 other protesters - while attempting to inspect old growth forest 
being logged in Compartment 579 in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest 
near Dorrigo. 

This area has been verified as old growth forest by an independent 
arbitrator appointed by the Department of Conservation & Land 
Management. The National Parks & Wildlife Service has verified that 
the area is of high conservation value. Many trees in the compartment 
are extremely, ancient - some Brushbóx may be up to 2,000 years old! 

Logging old growth forest of this significance is a flagrant breach of the 
National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) signed by Premier John Fahey 
land Prime Minister Paul Keating in December 1992. 

At 2.lSpm on Wednesday 5th October Richard Jones will host a Media 
Conference in the' Media Room, Level 6, .NSW  Parliament House: Two 
members of the NSW Government's Forest Policy Advisory Committee 
will be present to detail the Government's failure to meet the 
conservation requirements of the NFPS. 

On display at the Media Conference will be photographs of old growth 
forest at Wild Cattle Creek - an example of the magnifident ancient 
forests being destroyed as the NSW Government continues to authorise 
logging of approximately 60 ha ofoldgro*th fprest per day. 

For further infonnation contact Sid WaLker 02 247 4206 (ml) or 02 305 090 (h) 

M 	if 

IUCN 
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nnLJIA RELEASE 	 .flS VOW 
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 

iOOST FOR FOR ESTR V EN VIRON MENT 

14 Aprfl 1994 

N,.S W Land and Water Conservation Minister, George Souns, has announced a 
substanflar upgrading of State Forests' Environmentaj Impact Statement (EIS) 
progrn_nt 	 .• 	 ' 	

I 
Mr ,  Sourts said he intended New South Wales to lead the way in Australia in 
environmental assessment and set an example for the other States 

Currently, the 12 ElSs hr areas which include Old Growth forests are being p 
under the Timber 	 n Industry lntem Protection Act, introduced 	

repared 
in March 1992. The total cost of the program is $15 million avers years 

"Since that time, there have been several very Important developments affecting forest 
management and environmental assessme,wMr Souns said 

These included the release of the lina! Resource Assessment Commission Report, the 
adoptiop of the National Forest Policy, and the apporntrnentof a State Forests Board.. 

'Both documents stress the importance of Old Growth forest values and, the 
need to asses them very careltilly7 the Minister said 

"There is no doubt that community expectations about the need to reduce the Impact 
of commercial activity on forests are muth higher than they were 

"I am pleased to announce that State Forests has 
In measures- 	 troduced the tollowzng new 

State Forestjs working with the NPWS to refine endangeredfna survey methods 
And appropnate management prescriptions to ensure that management does not 
adversely affect the onservaton status of this Important group of specuet Known or 
expected pccuryences of these animals axe set aside from logging or have logging practces altered to limit Impact 

Review of fauna surveys by recognised external experts; 

"An intenm process has been develops which enables State Forests to idcrtjfy 
candidate &eas Of o!d• growth forest .  and within tha'se areas: to assess relative 
conservation, recreation, aestheko and archaeologii values These assessmez will 
be used to avoid scheduling operations in old growth forests which potentially have 
high conservation taiues."pending a omptehenaj state-wide asèessment to meet 
National Forest Policy. undertakings A pilot project is underway involving State Forests • , and the NPWS, funded by the NauraJ 'ResoSc as AUdit Council.. 	•: 

/2 

Level) Stise 016cc biodc Mn psane5inet Sydney NSW 20430 Contact Robert Etaynes Phone (flairs 3689 Fax (02) flS 3&Ji Mrzhne (018) 20 22$3 
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'Exal review of legal aspects of EJSs, 

•.implernentaon of a specially developed wildlife trainipg .programfcrState: Forests 
staff. 

 

"At the end of The EIS program State Forests will have the best information on 
distribution and abundance of animals and measurement of their habitat of any 
equivalent agency in the world,7Mr Souns said 

The Minister said the thuna studies were being designed in consultation with the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 

"This omplements a data base recently complied by the NPWS on animal distribution.. 
Collectively there is no equivalent body of information of forest animal populations 
anywhere in the world - 

In addition, although State Forests was entitied, under easnng legislation 1  to determine 
The EIS tor Eden State Forests has requested that the Eden: ES should be brought 
under tne TIIP Act and deerm,ned by the Department of Planning 

"State Forests is committed to 2 transparent process of external review and i egulajion, 
as well as to pursuing the highest possible standards of environmental care 

"The fo inrmation gained from the 88 process wiB provide a Sound basis for the 
ecologically Sustainable management of the State's precous native forests forpresent 
and future generations" 

Or Souns said the upgraded EISs would take longer to complete, and would require 
an amendment to the TIIP Act to ensure the time needed was available.. 

"The amendment to the Act should be endorsed by all who have the best interests of 
the enwonment at heart," the Minister said 

ends: 
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:• ACTION 
AGAIN5T 

RESOU-RCE 
SECURITY 

WHAT: WHEN: WHERE: WHY: WHO: 
• 	

WHO? 	: H 
Members and Supporters of The Wilderness Society 

Other Environment groUps in Sydney eg: 
National Parks Association 

• 	 • NSW Nature Conservation Council 
Paddlers for Peace 

• 	 and others 	• 

WHAT? 
Peaceful demonstration with quality speakers 	• 

•WHEN 	• 
12 -2pm,.Tuesday April 19th 1994 	• 	• 

• .• 	
• 	 WHERE? 

Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 	• 
• 	 (Meeting at TWS, 1A James Lane, at ii am) 

WHY? 
To halt the implementation of oResource Security" Leóislation by NSW Parliament, being 

railroaded through by the native forest logging industry in defiance of legislation that 
currently demands environmental impact statements BEFQRE any loging approvals 

	

• • are considered 	•• 	 •. • 	 •: 



RESOURCE SECLJRrn 

The term "ResourceSecurity" refers to thegovernmeit mechanisms for guaranteeing 
timber companies the right to qontinuó logging priceless native forests through the cre- 
ation of permanent logging zones. Publicly-owned forest resources will be alienated for 

control by private companies, mainly to feed huge export woodchip projects and new 
export pulpmills. 

• 	
"Reáource Security" is the same' as nature destruction'. If it continues to be pursued by 

the NSW Government, it will'forever deny people the chance to properly protect our 
- 	 native forests; 

Native forest iogging is subsidised by the people of NSW to the tune of over $1 billion. 
• Tax payers subsidies include financing indusiry infrastructure such as access roads and 
• the unrealistically low royalties patd by woodchip companies. These cOsts would be 

avoided if plantation timber which is now available was utilised. (There is 25.0,1000 
hectares of these plantations available in NSW NQWI!l) 

• 	The native forests sector of the Timber Industry in the Staie's SE has runout of trees 
• . 	because of overcutting and current forest protection legislation. The NSW Govt's. Timber 

Industry (Interim Protection) Amendment Bill is aseàret initiative attempting resource 
uaranteesin the fate of.the rising tide of community concern for our dwindling native 

• 	. 	forests. This Bill wàuld be a disastrous precedent for all NSW forests. 

We will continue to lose control over our heritage as public resourôes are converted to 
private assets - without guarantee of environthentalsecurity or economic return. 

Resource security in the proposed Timber Industry Bill guarantees. access to native 
forests for woodchipping and sawloggiAg. This directly contradicts the conservation pro- 

isiOns of the National Forest Policy signed by all mainlénd states, territories and the 
Commonwealth Government, in December 1992. . 

Resource security makes no economic sense, especially in lightof the Federal govern- 
ments Commitment to restructuring the logging industry into lucrativó plantation 

resouices; "Resource Security" amounts topromises to a few select companies of wind- 
fall profits from guaranteed access to public forests. This restrictive trade practice will 

halt micrci-eàonomic reform by locking the industry into current unsustainable practices. 

• At the moment, 'resource security' is really a guarantee of continued access and rock- 
• 	bottom prices fOr overseas and local woodchipping interests, and of free land for future 

• 	pulpwood plantations - even though enough existing plantation resources and cleared 
• • lant. are available to support a domestic, ecologically sustainable timber and paper 

industry. 	 • • 	• 

For more info plOse contact Jules McMahoh on 2677929 
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Sundaz 21 Nonwiber 	
NSW MINISTER WSLEADS PUBLIC IN cc 	

FORESTRY COVERUP -IN DEU -A. . 
B •. NSW MINISTER MISLEADS PUBLIC ..: 	 .... .- . 	 . 	

:. 

• TM 	 :. 	. 	
. -Thc Hon. George SOuth, • T4SW Minialci For Waits and Land Conservation misled - 

a 	 i.. 	5 DAYS ON WILDERNESS 	the public on the 1100 ant ABC 28L Radio news bullejin today. Mr Souris rA 	

LOGGING 	 respondin.g to protests by couscrvalionists who successfully stopped logging oF 

brown barrel nd mofley gum wilderness today.  

	

Ocorge Sotais, NSW Mint for Laud & Water Conservation has Saint die public on logging of 	 -.-. 	 .. 	 . 	a................: 
offllWiMue ar$s twi isthe.lsstttve dàya.1bWiltuess Society eTi.hnMw4ay. 	 : .. -.; . 

	Mr Sour's said this.moming !b 	92% of old growth 	 115W were already 

	

- -. 
	•cncnauon -  reserves- of one. fo 	cr another. Mt Souns was . implying (hat 

MR SOURJ&1lide is "saioosdoubi" w&t dieit is any logging taIdAg p1st in P15W- -. 	
most old growth in ofijeilt Wilderness areas or- elsewhere are  safe and 

(%J 	 Muustn Sauna repated in the SvdSey Monung 	 conservatIonists are wrong to protest 

FACT The Dens aM Coolsagutra Ink legally idainlial 	
Minister Sour's hs misled the public because 

P45W -an being logged daily. Only Sdipqu MrSowis was requisni to e*p1in:oa  ABC 	 . 	- .• .. .. 	. -. 	
-. 

• . ladimLt5/l1i93 cnnliuI-anlard 	 logging 	: 	
' OnLy appiostmately 0.5-10%. oF several of the richest types of remaining 

Official Dens Wilderness on the P15W tomb coast (Mr Sauna 'waled the puIic n üiz 	 NSW old growth forest (those on high nwnent soits and having high bay diiersu' 

A 	
oxason also by darning mOMOM ginwih bier was ahady ale initsava.) 	 values) are safe in National Pasts or other official reserves INonon T. W & KJftpaintIC 

	

The Wilflsa Society also in-peted another claim miSc t Minister Scene as repaired m the Herald 	
Forestry The  UrricCl Jo Make Vie lift5 A RCLiISIy. (19931 oopisbliihed ul revic' I 

A moratorium for old growth wilderness under NSW Timber Indusir' 

	

If ant oflicial wittiness areas -are abided ft-eta logging every forest in 	 . 	. . 	
. ............ 	. 	.. - 

legislation isnotcompreltcnsivc aMa- temporary rcsptle only. The moratorium 

- . 
	 no n'oo4 ,çpliesforthenez, two year? wio.j! 	area is not an official -conservation reserve.. : 

	

. 	39%'ofNS'V old jrowih , forvsi is io.State.Forest add available for logging now 

alicia in Section 6 Øtht WLIIfrTMSS Ad 1987 (NSW) 	 or the near Fqture This 38% is made up nsainly of she richest old growth forests 

2. Ova 90% of State Forests in 145W is EISIICCIDI by Wilderness 	
on high nufrant toils The 58% in official conservation reserves contains largel) 

realistioniiy dot noiqizalify tm&ime WjWej,.A'a 1987 (pgsW)1..4..jiii,.s 	. 	old growth on dr9. cutrieni poor soil unsuitable' for logging IRt,00rve 5scnincoi 

W lizerboon Tcq. WIiM 	WflUb. of Site Feud .djng m Sinai & R,.wwg wasmoe6 	 Cw,aunion A Survey of Aiuud,e: Fore:: R.ina.c; (192)I 

Nationally only approiwnately 9 pa cent of a)! remaining uniogged 	eucalypt 

environmental poups as a cyniS sii,S. i'm 	 . - 
	forest is in official conservation rçservcs:- Rijeurce. Aacnmeni -Coamislion's Forest, cad 

out.. - 	 . . 	. - 	 -. 	. 	 - 	 . 	
-- 

Tnaber.Iaquir. 	FiiiolRçpon 41992 blanC L. 143. paii&2I1; 
 

m 	Tom hlcI..ouflhn, P45W flmpamgn Officer for the Wibinnesa Society said 't(  FaFy m't pfl Mj 	 For faa-rh.' iaifornunflon cojimaci In £yd.iey Tom Mctoogiilrn (02) 953 1684(i)J 267 7929(w) 

-- ('d 	Souni 	1nil'm MmistecissepeadlySngbascicnclaiinswmislcad thccaaaainiiy thcul 	-- - 	 . 	- - 	
- Caabcrra..Lucy l4oroday.....(0) $7.5l22(w) I 281 6154(h) 

NJ > 	Wilderness sad old gniwth totem In irabsy only 10% or less of nch old crowth tortat type mc brine 

	

.- cotiseived. Much of this threatened forest is in legally idth,irs WIldemess areas waiting 	
ATTN TV STATIONS: FOOTAGE OF TIlE PROTEST WILL lIE AVAIlABLE LATRA TODAY 

psutoenon" 	 0*- EARLY TOMORROW (flIES 15(t1193) T 	(06) 249 9V41 / 251 $121 

Forfurthtr hannahon contan in Sythwy Tarn Mct orehhat 402) 267 fl29(w)1 (02) 953 7604 
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MK1)A RELEASE 

BLUE GUM FOREST ANNIVERSARY 

September 2nd marks the 60th anniversary of the protection of Blue 
Gum Forest in the blue Mountains. The gazettal of Blue Gwn,Forest as 
a pubiic reserve on 2nd September 1932 marked the completion of one 
of the State's earliest conservation battles. The catnpaignto save 
Blue Gwn lorest; was also the catalyst for the formation of the 
Federation of l3ushwalking Clubs. 

'We owe a great deht to those early conservationists who battled to 
save the Forust ' , Bishwa1keis NSWSccrctary, Mr Roger Lembit, said 
today. 	Faced with I tie prospect, of. I. he Forest bci zig cleared for 
growing walnuts, a coalition of conservationists including 
bushwalking clubs, the Wildlife Preservation Society and the Boy 
Scout Associal. ion, iai sed £1 ¶0 dtir ing the depth of Great Depression: 
to buy out t lie j eei 

'The blue Gino Forest (.:ommittee, as the coalition was known, enlisted 
the help of Sydney businesses to assist the campaign. Prominent in 
providing assistance were J.G. I.ockley. ( 'Redgiim'  ) of the 'Sydney 
Morning Herald' and W.,J . Cleary, a former Commissioner for Railways. 
The willingness of the lessee, Mr C. A. Hungerford of Bilpiñ, to halt 
work wtii 1st the Corrani Lice at t empteci to raise I iincIs should also be 
acknowledged' , Mi'. I.einbit said. 

A program of events has been arranged to recognise the significance 
of the occasion' Mr {.emhj'I said. On Friday night, the Blue Gum Ball 
is _being held at Petersham Town Hail . . (in Saturday. 4th September 
bttshwalkers wi I I mrtet near blue Gum Forest for a campfire 
celebration camping in the Forest itself is now prohibited due to 
overuse) . On Sunday a formal celebration w.i ii be held in' the Forest. 
Attending the Sunday cej:ehrat ion will be' relatives of the original 
Ill ue Gum Forest Coinmi ttee , old time .büshwalkers and the Leader of 
the Opposition, Mr Bob Cai'r.  

In October the National Parks and Wildlife Service will be holding a 
tvorkshop to di sctiss future management of the Forest and the nearby 
camping area at Acat,ja Fiat. Further informal ion on Ihe workshop can 
be obtained from the Service's Dlackheatli. office. 

Cord act for further i nt ormat.j art 

Roger Lembit 	(047) 51 6550 (H/b) 
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UNTIL tJI &a MONDAY,. 15TH NOVEMBfl 
 

NSW FORESTRY COVER-u? : 
MORE BREAcHES - oF - FIIAU0NAI. FOREST POLICY IN DELiA' 

State Rita qf P43W are 	cova up anne.  if pant ljrvad'n of &NftO 
• :- 	Pblicy Sto1annrL(NFPS) this time in the .4Icia1 Dzs WitiS tout 40 kiL...ca cot 

Mwnynon the P4SW.south càast This follows pu 	by the Wibicmnns Socty against 
similai mgoing &exba in the dcpatnt CootaiigiUa WiltinS in Sqtmba of thin 
State t'tby ponnd signs in the Dais at the wkcnd 1nhibiting die public, inclialing 20 

•a3esnO-ifl with the WThlnocss Society, from situ who nalural latin is being 

Deua, white asaners flH a flhieeajfifl itmvc systan is being ad i.ç by 1995. This 
kigging alw gâv-aiçta P43W Cabinet *iibwsfions. in nan fer oval y&. on protection of-
Dcua 1.4w the Wildeines, Act (P45W). The Logging is also unlawful boausc tar pooper lara-
stndies have tin uttskka as 'squint by Sa Fogony's own Repay (at page 22) anti 

• 983Eafl S NtziieM&mwagaa. 

O*istrvtimdn xiiLing sjainst the loggingte using the nentt 11 
• .. aixj Martin It King (Soc actS). Details of ptai tattici to be urni will berewnted 

this qnning and coald induit  am,,t thufj g' (Ia4g.dead branches and roás abng 
• kilmuenc it logging ruad* bIm± nibbles' (ootna'vadotus biding in us4&gmwthsfta 
itiling lews ran ariddi nhiooal woodm tripS mat Iuwtn Ses. 

Tan Md4uglrilin, P45W Campa{gn Offiàatr the Wlhhness Sodety a"Mr Fahcy aid his 
ObhICIocntOIJ epjxuval In wiblnnn daibulain Em seas lift Daa which sin has been 
wu.nflp lot Øontiao for over ajrn N WFoxc y  are desuuying pat of this wildat 
fiinverind Isiiajting a Mr Fajmy s ootnnsimnus ii P43W Cabinet, and at die nmjoiity public 
suPpn.t "°n •  . : 

•"NSI 	 We the PS's 
C'. .control'dt Daishowsi'ootbliip licenCe wbkb 000000ts for 50% of die logging in Ddut They 

could qgp this tragic axivasiun of wiltuces te wooskhips which Sun ltln than Loathing a 
RtathrnaVnGogb. 	.•• 	 . 	 . . . -• 	 . 

m 	"Ecologist MMVM.Tirto has fowid the adangrad Sooiy Owl, Puwthtd Owl, and Tiger 
Quail . 	 McLooghhnandrt  

FOTIW Its i4wi' austriS in $dey ..Tan Mdai0lin.(02) 953,7684(b)1 267 79V(w) 
>. 	•' 	1- 	• 	Cwna..LacyHazudny....J6)2n5Irz(W)/2gl67s4() 

ATTN TV STATIONS: FOOTAGE OF Tilt PROTEST- WILL BE AVAILALE • . 	TOMORROW CFUKS 0/11193)1 TEL (I 2498874 / 257 5122. ., 

Summary. of -Gindhi.-- H: 

Nonviolence Principles H 

: Humiliating or deliberately provoking your opponenl invflçz yiolénce 

2. Knowing your facts and argumenu well helps.to  avoid violence; 

3.11 you'are open about your cause Stout óponertt is less likely to be' 
viol talc 	. 	. 	.- 	.. 	. 	.. 	. 	. 
4, look for comnion giound between you and ojponeats to promote 
bUst and tmdeEst nding; ' ' 	•- 	: , 

Do not judge Others harder than yourselL lAlteniative; Po SI judge 
others:I  

Tnj to flat opponents.- they will scene this trust; 

on inessential it ms-to pmmoteresohition;, - - 

Sinceiity.helps convert an opponent; 

By making apènona! sacrifice you show your sincesity;- 

Avoid exploiting weaknesses in-your opponait (for its own sake]: 
Aim for integrity, not simply to win.. ' 	: 
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16TH DECEMBER 1993 

OVER 500 FOREST AREAS ACROSS AUSTRALIA THREATENED BY LOGGING ACTIVITIES 

A coalition of conservation groups today released details of over 500 areas of forest that are 
threatened by logging across Australia that should be protected from logging activities by the 
Federal Government. 

The coalition of environment groups, including The Wilderness Society, Friends of the Earth, 
Victorian Conservation Council, Conservation Council of the South East Region and Canberra; East 
Cippsland Forest Alliance, the Western Australian Conservation Council and the New South Wales 
Conservation Council of NSW called on the Federal Government to ensure that the moratorium agreed 
to as clause of the National Forests Policy is iinpleniented to protect the areas. 

Last Monday night Federal Cabinet agreed that the Federal Environment Minister Mrs Kelly should 
formally advise the Minister for Resources Mr Lee which areas should be excluded from the 
woodchip export licences. 

Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society, Mr Alec Marr, said that Environment Minister Mrs Kelly 
has written to Mr Lee with a list of forest areas that would see extensive areas of forest with 
conprehensively documented high conservation values left open for logging. 

Mr Marr said that the Federal Government has the opportunity to protect the best of Australia's 
forests in 5 Australian States. 

Spokesperson for the Victorian Conservation Council, Ms Linda Parlane, said that Mrs Kelly has 
proposed protection for none of the 185 areas of wilderness, old growth forests which the and 
rainforests that the Victorian Government is abut to log. 

Spokesperson for the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, Mr Sid Walker, said that it was 
essential that, as well as provision for moratoria, the 1994 woodchip licences ensure that the 
Australian Nature Conservation Agency has the role of protecting endangered species in all 
affected areas. 

'This condition has already been applied to woodchipping on the north coast of New South Wales 
and there is no excuse for it not to be extended to all other woodchip licences' Mr Walker said. 

For further information call 018 550 289 
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• 	
viomr/i./s 	 . 	 . 

FA) 	TOM/IWS - SUE/ACF; 	SID/NCC; • 	. . 	 URGENT 
PLEASE COMMENT BY 12.30 TODAY. 

	

- 	JOINT PEAK ENVIRONMENT GROUPS 	. .. 

	

• 	. 	. 	NEDLA RELEAS.E 	MEDIA RELEASE - 
29 September 1993 

• 	
. National and statewide environmerit gr-oUps representing 

	

• 	• 	over 100,000 people today  condemned the aätions of.  the 
NSW Government and the Rev rid Nile as creating the 

	

• 	. en'ironment in which the violence at this morning's 
attack by loggers on a pearfu1. deMonstration by 
consorvationist, dould take place'. •: 

The P49W Government has broken the conservation 
prinèiples of the natinal forest contract signed by them 
and the Commonwealth last year; and the Rev Fred Nile has. 
said he will block the Sbuth East Foet Piotection Bill 
- the only road to peace. 	 .• 	. 

1n.tha.iight th-f t';ht hppcnd this tcrninq théyne 
look long and hard attheir tonstinces. Peaceful 

	

• . . 	. . protestors trying to protect irreplaceable ancient 
• wilderness forest were attacked without pro'foct.ion.' 

Do the Government and the Rev Fred Nile endorse this 

	

thuggery?', the groups-asked. . 	. 	.. 

We áredetermir)ed that the destruction of the southeast 
forests will not occur withoutprntest; that the NSW 
Government and Rev Nile will be he.ld accountable; and the 

- . . • . 	conservaton principles of the National Forest Policy be 
. •• 	upheld.' -  

The peaceful protthst has been taking place for over a 
week in an effort to draw attention to the logging of 400  
year old trees, in contravention of the National Forest 

	

c 	.. 	.. 	!ali 	:- •. 	. 	 . 	. 	. 	. 	 .. 	. 

	

.. . 	GROUPS ENDORSING THIS STATEMENT: 
•AUSTRALIAN CbNSERVATI.ON FOUNDATION 

	

- 	
THE WILDERNESS: SOCIETY 	.. 

SOUTH LAST FOREST ALLIANCE . 
NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 

• 	 TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE •• . 



WILD 

BIG TIM Sk EE  
HELP SAVE YOUR PLANET NOW 

ISSUE ONE 17-10-92 

Amid the vast changes passing through all our lives some things have always 
remained constant - until now. Economic and emotional depressions come and 
go, but our world is changing in ways it never has before. We can't really know 
what we've lost when it's gone, and right now the heritage of us all is being plun-
dered by the mindless games of a few. If we bury our heads in the sand now, our 
bodies will surely follow soon. 

Anyone who has spare time or skills is needed NOW to help save this part of our planet, our home. 

Camps of forest occupiers have been created in the highland forests of New South Wales, on the edge 

of forests closed to the Australian people and media. Come see for yourself, while our ancient ecosys-

tems still exist. There is really very little time left to act. You are herein invited to join the bands of 

forest defenders in whatever capacity you are capable. We are saving the OLD GROWTH trees, the 

ancient dreaming ecosystems which still sustain us all - thousands of years old, and about to be 

pulped for transnational paper. 

Many important issues confront us in these Big Times - but our priority is the survival of the forests and all the 
species therein. Once they're gone, they can't come back - unlike uranium or chemical waste, this is an issue 
that WILL go away if we don't all actually do something NOW. 

ACT NOW! THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 
THE FORESTS NEED US - WE ALL NEED AIR AND WATER! COME TO THE 

CAMPS OF THE FOREST DEFENDERS NOW AND LEARN ABOUT YOUR WILD 
HERITAGE - WHILE YOU STILL HAVE ONE! 

THE MEDIA HAS BEEN BANNED FROM WITNESSING THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE LAST FRAGMENTS OF AUSTRALIA'S ANCIENT FORESTS! DON'T 

BELIEVE ANYTHING YOU READ OR HEAR - COME SEE FOR YOURSELF 
WHILE THERE'S STILL TIME! 

The camp of the forest defenders currently occupies the CARJt&I PLATEAU. We invite anyone who wants to 
make a difference to come and stay with us, sharing the earth, food, water and skills. Come and share the good 
times and help us save ourselves. The last thousand year trees are being torn out NOW, this Spring, while the 
corporations believe they still have the time to do it. This is happening NOW. Pack NOW. Tomorrow WILL be 
too late. Many other forests on the East Coast are scheduled for destruction in the weeks and months ahead. 

But the Carral Plateau Is being defended NOW. 

ACTUALLY DO IT! PACK AND LEAVE NOW FOR CARRAI! 
WHAT TO BRING 

Warm clothes, food, water, tarps, rope, camping gear, cameras (still and video), radios and any 

communications equipment, musical instruments, tools, chocolate, etc, etc. 

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
If you can't make it to the blockade immediately, the forest defenders need donations of MONEY OR ANY OF 

THE ABOVE EQUIPMENT URGENTLY. We are operating on a self-generated shoestring budget while the 
timber industry approaches the Forests with millions of dollars worth of heavy logging equipment. Send 

cheques or cash to: 
CARRAI DEFENDERS DONATION 

Cl- the CLARENCE ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
P0 BOX 1073 GRAFTON NSW 2460 (066) 431 863-FOR MORE INFO: THE BIG SCRUB (066) 213 278 
YOU CAN ALSO HELP BY WRITING LETTERS TO NEWSPAPERS AND POLITICIANS, PHONING 

RADIO TALKBACK SHOWS AND ORGANISING PROTESTS IN YOUR OWN AREA 
PIPsQc ('flpv THIC SNfl PSCQ fl' (iN? 
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ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL 
I, 

- 

Protect Your Culture 
[ 

	

Protect Your. Future 

Protest. March.  
December22 at Lady Macquark's Chair a  11am. 

To p otect the old growth forósts which have provided 
food,, shelter and cultural sites since time began. Our 

• óUltural practices depend on the iurviváj of the 
'environment. No forests, pa sites; nóceremonics, no 
aviinah 	. 	. 	. 	. 	.•,. 

The Indigenous population of NSW must stand up for our 
Mother the Earth. She raised us from the dreaming to the 
present and she needs us now. The Oovernment must be 

• stopped from allowing the continued destruction of S culture 
ad. Our cultural resources. 	. 	• 

jis:rrithe to Hit the Streets 
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4 NAJTIE 
FQREST I C. NETWORK. 
MELBOURNE 

P0 30X 222 
FITZROY, VICTORIA 

305 

Dear 

t B 4U 
inq4 

MELBOURNE NATIVE FOR.ESTNETWORK 
C/O FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 

P0 BOX 222 
H FiTZROY. VICToRIA; 3065 

PH: (03) 419 8700 
FAX: (03)416 2081 

This is a brief.note concerning the Australian Forest Conference to be held 
in Melbouthe in the last week of Ocçober. 1994. As our flyer states we intend, to 
bring together indigenous p'eople,•'forest dwellers, forest activists, conservation 
scientists and NGO's froM all over Australia to come to Melbourne to discuss the 
crisis facing Australia's forests. 

We hope to dO this by having representatives from forest groups around the 
country speak on the second day of the conference about what is happening to 
the forests of their bio-region. Given the aims which this. conference hopes to 
achieve, the conference organisers strongly encourage as many regional 
environmental networks/campaigns throughout Australia to be represented. NF$I. 
perceives this to be an integral component towards establishing a co-ordinated 
national action plan to rescue what remains of Australia's forests. 

Our intentiorc isto formulate an Australian Forest Action Plan, as well as 
setting in place a national grassroots network offorest groups. The Native Forest 
Network (NFN) can then provide local campaigns Mth both national and 
international focus via the NFN Newsletter and offer NFN members up to dateS 
information concerning.local, national and international efforts'towards the 
protection of forest ecosystems. 

It would be great if a representative of your group could make the journey 
to Melbourne. We realise that there are time and financial constraints to consider, 
espeêiallv thefurther.from Melbourn&á delegate has to come Fundraising will 
be happening in Melbourne during the year to help cover some transport costs, 
however as this fund is bound to be limited don't rely 100% on this. 

Could you please inform us as early as possible of your group's decision to 
send a delegate (or delegates). If you do attend we niH promise'you a great couple 
of days in Melbourne. Hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTHONY .AMIS 
GAVAN McFADZEAN 

,,:1.0 
Conference Organisers 



$ 

$ 

S. 

• 	AUSTRALIAN FOREST CONFERENCE 1994. 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR1W 

Please tic/c circle or fill in where appropriate; and send it back to us ASIA?. Thdnksl 

- This is aform for you/your group or orgdnIsätion to fill out and send to us to give the 
conference organisers an ideaof how many people are coming andfrom where, how 
many we need to cater,  for, accommodate and provide child care for etc. 

• Your registration will need to be forwarded by Friday, October 7, 1994. Well be sending 
out registration forms before then. 	. . 	. . 

NamelOrganisa.. ................................ ..... 	 . • 	
Addresr .................. ............... . .............................. .. 	. 

............................................................... . ................... Phone -  ........................ ................. 
Approx. Number Attending from your Group/Orgañis.atiorifNelwork ... ............................. . 

ATTENDANCE 	 . 

• 	Non-GovernñientOrgailsafton .. . . 	$100 
Others 	 . . 	•. 	. 	 $350 

Students and Unemplayed 	1 day .. 	$15 
2days 	. $25 

Waged 	: 	••. 	lday 	$25 
2days 	.. $40 

(includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea; and conference $ro&ammes) 

Chlldcare:. 	. . 	Please tick if childcare ré4uired 	0 

Discount of 100/9 for payment In lull before September 1, 1994. 

ACCOMMODATION: (pleasespecIl) 

• 0 	Bffleftng: We would like an idea of numbers of people wishing to 
billet so that we can arrange accommodation. 	No. of people.... 

O 	Backpackei-s: ($ 12 to $15 per night) 	 No. of people.... 

O 	Motel: ($30 to $0 per night) 	 No. 9fpeople 

• CONFERENCE ENTERTAINMENT: (Please Indicate if/how many attending) 

0 	Confrrence Dinner on Monday Evening (24/10/94) at $30 pa hed 
Special Dietary Requirements? .......................... ............................... 
No ofpeople .............................. .• 

C •• Field Trip to Central Highlands onWed (26/10/94) at $25 per head 
No.ofpeáple ................... . .......... .. 

• . 	. 	• 	. 	• 	• Total Remittance: 
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OVER 500 FOREST AREAS ACROSS AUSTRALIA TER2ATN!D BY LOGGING ACTIVlTJR 

A coalition of conservaUo groups today rel4sed.details of over 500 areas of forest that are 
threatened by logging across Australia that should be protected from logging activities by the 
Federal Oovernnient, 

The coalition of environment groups, includng The Wilderness Society, Friends of the Earth, 
Victorian Conservation Council, Conservation council of the South East Region and Canberra, East 
Glppsland Forest Alliance, the (estern Auétralian Conservation Council and the Nev South Wales 
Conservation Coucil of NSW called on the Fedekal Government to ensure that the nratorium agreed 
to. as clause of the Rational Forsts Policy Is ixrçlemented to protect the areas. 

Last flonday night Federal Cabinet agreed tha the Federal Environment Minister Mrs Eelly should 
formally advise the Minister for ResourcesMr tee which areas should be excluded from the 
oodchip export licences. 	. 	

. 	 . . 	 . 	 . 	 I .  

SpokespersQn for The Yilderess Society, Mr Alec flair, said that Environment flinister Mrs Kelly 
has written to Mr Lee with a list of forest areas that would see extensive areas of forest with 
comprehensively documented high conservatio values left open for logging. 

Mr Marr said that the Federal Governjr1ent has the opportunity to protect the best of Australia's 
forests in 5 Australian States, 

Spokesperson for the Victorian Conservatloncouncil, Es Linda Parlane, said that Mrs Kelly his 
• . proposed protection for none of the 185 aSas of wilderness, old growth forests 4000 and 

rainforests that the Victorian Government i's about to log. 

Spokesperson for the Nature Conservation touncil of 113K, mr 3J4 !falker, seid that it was 
essential that, as well as provision for mofatorla, the 1994 vobdchip licences ensure that the 
Australian Nature conservation Agency has: the role of protecting endangered species In all 
affected areas. . . . 

This condition has already be applied td voodchippinq on the north coaot of 11ev South Waleá 
and there is no excuse for it not to be extdnded to ãll.other.woodchip licences' Mr walker said, 

For further infomAtjon call 018 550 28 

1 
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AIS. THE -WILDERNESS-. SocIETY: 
tStMEflIA& 1tEL IEASRS.S* 

- 	 - 	ATTN: Chiefs of Staff I Political and Environmental Reporters 

Saturday. C Oagernber. 1053 

RECREATION GROUPS GENERAL -ÔOMMUNITV. AND LOCAL LAND- 
HOLDEnS SOLb OUT BY arlTu-wILnEnr4lcss LOBBY 

The antl-envlronment rally at Moruya on the NSW.Sotith Coast is a sell-out of decent 
recreation groups. lbs community and local land-hoidOrs. The Wilderness Society said today. 
The rally is organised by a minority within the new 'Public Land Users AIli•nce which also 
staged. .a demonstration on November 18 this year lad by Peter Cochrane (NSW NP) in 
ilacquarte Street, Sydney.  

ughlln NSW Campaign Coordinator for the Wilderness Society said today 
ely some of the same organisars of last months anti-environment rally are again 
many decent people who wiiiattendthis rai!y In good faith and whose concerns 
no resolved.  

For Instanca most responsible off r'oadors at the rally may not realIse that: 

- For the offIcIally aseessed Deua 
ardas at Bakers. Flat- and Ooua River 
Hole recreation area. are unaffected. C 
of the wilderness are unaffected. W 
legitimate activities In the Wilderness. 
under the P.18W fluent/re Act Tho' 
wilderness areas according to iatefl i 
reqtie.tJ 

vehicuiar. access to . popular camping 
area both on Araiuon Rd, and the Big 
pa iar Uccesa roads encircling the edge 
-nping. clImbing and ctnoeing Mrs all  
,tasons fire management is unaffected 
disabisd people are known to .  use 

I the United States (1992 fleon avslls 

- There Is roughly 100.000 hectares:- of NSW Stats- Forest - adjacent to the -offIcIally 
assessed -Oeua -Wilderness -accessible by off-road vehicle from tvton.aya [Mona's S.F.. pan 
Damplsr S.F... Sadaila S.F.. wander. S.F.. Rs t..Ilaanda S.F.. Mungararle S.F.?. -flerlang S.F.. Sehdo.'r. s.F4 and 
froni Saternan's Say M000 S.F.. e..olcenbcwrs S.F.. soles S.F.. Soyne S.F.. Benandarah S.F.. Otiart Pot S.F.. 
Mon9a e.r.j. So off roadeis are definitely catered for without- a doubt: 

* The- Australian 4W0 Clubs AssocIation, from as far back as 1963,   acknowledges that 
fragile wilderness areas like the cfflCisily assessed Deus ehould-contaln no man mace 
Intrusions, such as roads powerlines Or COflStflIOfIOfls ... - [subn.l..ion on Land Manaemsnt tor 
•Rscrntlon U.s sy awD vsp,101so (1 as)j. Simiiariy South - Coast Off Road Preservation 
Enthusiasts agree the Budawang Wilderness - is too sensitive for off road vehicles fflo.,th 
on., Register aono,oa p5]. Vat another newly formed rscreation lobby-group acicnowiedges' 
when (off road vehicles] are driven -Impropefly. In wrong places, or or the A'rong tUnes.. 
these vehIcles seriously damage vegetation, o'lat,jrb wild/lie, soSr the lane '.cape, create 
so/I •g.,,/ g7 and water pollution. .Y' flrsad Llghtiy I -  On Public and Pilvata Land in Australia lntorrnatlon. - 

- The research has been done: Two Oovsrnment .  inquirtes have recommended that 
sensitive,  wIIdornoss- areas should be off limits to off road vehicles (Federal House of 
Raprnantq.th.es  Inquiry Into Ott Road Vehisse (1977). Stats Pollution Control Corn,nlaaion on Road Vehlcin lncuitv 
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"The general community made their wishes on Deua Wilderness known last year in the 
advertised 4 month.public submission period which ended on 4/911 992 - about 80% were in 
favoui of the Wilderness. This result is reinforced by the recent news that about 5000 original 
submissions out of.a total of 7000 for another official Wilderness.- the Ettrema & Budawang 
area near •Nowra - were also in favour of wilderness management. 

"Land-owners in the local Deua Catchment. and Wilderness Protection Association, Martin 
Phillips and Geoff Ashrnan, told the Wilderness Society yeSterday that the overwhelming 
majority of local land-holders around Deua support the Wilderness, proposal. They believe the 
plan will protect their water catchment especially in beautiful Georges and Diamond Ck areas 
which are threatened by old growth logging. This catchmentalso provides clean water for 
Moruya and Tuross Head townships".. 

Other land-holders, Bernie & Therese Kocur from Moruya r  support the Deua Wilderness plan. 
Bernie Kocur said "I've been visiting the Deua for 10 years now. In that time the roads have 
become more and more eroded. The responsible 4WD people reckon they don't leave their 
rubbish but they can't control the irresponsible ones .because I've seen their bottles and tin 
cans. l!ve  also seen trail-bikers inthere ripping up the ground". 

"Last Easter while we were walkIng In Deua with friends at Diamond Ck we found a traii 
slashed right through the pristine old growth forest catchment. There were hoof print3, and 
horse droppings, and tomahawk and machete marks on trees  to blaze the trail" Bernie Kocur 
concluded. . . . 

Peter Woof who owns land at Peak View 8 kilometres from Numeralla on the western side of 
Deua Wilderness said "I know of plenty of pretty stream and river-sides that have been 
devastated by logging. Recreational users, won't go to them after that. The native forest timber 
industry are the real culprits in removing recreational areas". 

In conclusion Mr MàLoughliri said 'Perhaps the most devastating effect of 4WD and horse 
tracks in wilderness is the fragmentation which promotes the spread of feral predators and 
noxious weeds. These affect rare avid endangered species in Deua such • s the Squirrel 
Glider and many others. (Seo 'Keep the Oeua Wild' The wilderness Society (1993)1 

For more information please contaöt: 	' 
Tom McLoughlin .... on .....teL (02) 953 7684 (h) or (02) .267 7929 (w), or 
Bernie Kocur ........on ... teL (064) 937398  
Peter Woof ............on ... tet (044) 561 574 

4WD TRACK IN DEliA & BARRINGTON TOPS WiLDERNESS AREAS (BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS .AVALABLE ON 
REQUE51) 	 . 
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AllElE WILDERNESS SOCIETY 

* * * Media Release * * * 
esia of aafflvohtS & tn 	xçztem 

• . lIEN FOREStRY' ECONOHI C IMPACt ADVICEs "B! ZARRE".' GROSSLV 
EXAGGERATED". "DEMEANING TO COUNTRY PEOPLE" 

• . . 	. 'We.dnes.day, 8 December 1993' 	 ' 	.. 	. 

• The Wilderness S:ociety has received a copy, of a letter containing 
• 	"damning criticism of State;Fo'rets' of, NSW' (fpmerly the NSW Forestry 

• Commission) an,4 its economic impact. 'report,' on Wilderness areas from' 
April this year. 

,The'lS*'ter of. 2/12/93 (attached) was wr%ttn' by David GOdde'n, Senior 
Lecturer. Department of Ag'ricultural Economics.' University of Sydney. 

• .  •The.:letter,'respànds to George'Souris. Minister for Land zind Water 
Conservation who has dismissed Mr Godden's findings, published in the 
Sydney Morning Herald on 17/6/93 0  that the Forestry 'report'i 

exaggerates tiiiber values from $5 million to $227 million; 

incorrectly uses "multipliers" to''determine ttowron effects tb local 
communities;  

* double counts some elements in its calculations. 

In his 3 page letter Mr Godden rejects the Minister's explanations and 
further finds that the NSW Forestry 'report'z 

-. relies on several bilarre economic assumptions, . 
appears to grossly. over-estimate impactt of withdrawal of 
logging 'resource' 	 '' 	' 	,. 	'• 	I 	 ' 
uses a questionable methodology  

. ., • 	- is:demeán'in9, to'.countr people by' assuming ther ' 
lack of entrepeneurial spirit 

Tom," McLaughlin NSW' Campaign' Coârdinator f or : th,'Wiiderness Soc'iety 
said today. r Mr Sodden, an independent expert, has comprehensively.  

dumped NSW Forestry 'an'd'their 'report' on state Wilderness areas. His 
letter confirms that Forestry bureaucrats arb misleading the 
community,, misleading industry, misleading 'their' Minister, and 'in 
:èffect misleading NSW Parliament.,  

'"the timber industry doesn't need: to woodchip 'wilderness forests. 
Jhere''are' 250,000 hectares, or"mo'ie, "Of 'hardwood', and' softwood 
plantations in NSW already available for logging. This tree croppDg 
can provide booming exports without woodchipping old growth 
wilderness, 

"wilderness • areaS ' are 	an 	eèo:tou'ri'sm • asset ' of • ,internatiohal 
significance" Mr McLoughlin concluded. 

More ',fnto,aat Ion: To McLaughlin. .t. (02) 267' 7929(w)1(02)' 953 7684. 
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Zccxk De!V 

The University of Sydney 
DEPARTMI(NT OP AGRICULTURAL ECONOMiCS 	- 

Hetad at Dvpsruticnt 	
Now South Wlos 2(1)6 

TO MaAuIfty 	 AuxLctli 
Tdcplimio (02) 092 4514 (diral) 

(02) 692 274 (see) 

2 December 1993 
Mr. 0, Sourls MLA 
Minister for Land and Water Cotwcrvution 
Level 3, State Office Block 
Macquurle Street 	 - 
Sydney NSW 2000 

fax: 228 3801 

Dear Mr Souris 

The Wilderness Society has sent mc a copy of your letter of S October 1993 to Ms Gladys Doulton, 
Coordinator of the Society's Central West Branch. In your letter 1  you mentioned comments I made 

earlier thIs year on the Forestry Commission's report Economic Impact a/WIlderness Proposals on 
Slate Forests. L_ cl+et tc S44 	 r ia.  

Your letter makes four points about my comments on this report 

1. I deliberately downplayed the rnagitirude of the losses by misconstruing the ptlnciples of sustained 
yield harvesting. 

In his letter to the Sydney Moriiisag Verald of 1 July 1993, Mr k.J. Harvey of the Foreatry 
commission argued that "Existing old growth would be harvested over 20 years. not 80 yoen as 
Mr Codden suggeNtA." Thej,blem with this argument is that, In thePoitstry CommisslQfl.L 

no informatlQp wnçiven about the usumptions as to the period over which the old 
growth forest was .ii'be harvesicd. Moreover,, asT show below, this after-the-event explanation of 
assumptions supposedly embodied in the report iiiiyIy lnconahstenl with information contained 
in the report itself. 

The analysth in the Forestry Commission's report indicates that i'e-gro wtli would be harvested at a 
constant annual rate for 20 yeats starting at year I. In the analysis of Forestry Commission 
royalty losses, the study nottE 

"loss of the resource currently contained In the State Forest artfls liwluded in the 
nine wilderness ntniinutfons could impose a onetoff lou of over $50 million for 
the I'orestry Coniunission over the penod during which the old growth resource Is 
hurv&sted. Furthermore, beyond this period an ongoing annual loss of Over $1.8 
million would be imposed by the loss of the regrowth resource. ... After 
complLIon of 'old growth' harvesting the value Of the loss from the regrowth 
resource would be $191i, over the subsequent 20 YOU period, assuming a real 
discount rats of 7%." (EronomiC Impart of Wilderness Proposals on Slate 
Forests, pp.4.5) 

The surnntinn uxed to arrive atthesc conclusions c an be deduced from the resuits. If an annual 

valueTif St .8m is converted to a discounted present value of $19m at a ital diseount rate of 7% 

Ttht AA 26L69 UNISYD 	 . 	MX (02) 692 2945 	 PXI 154 
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(the information presented In the Commission's reporO, then the period over which the 
discounting has occurred is years 1-20 of a planning horizon. But, accordlng to the report, the 
"ongoing annual loss of the regrowth resource" of $l.Brn occurs after logging the old growth 
forest: "beyond this period [i.e. the period during which the old growth resource is harvested] an 
ongoing annual loss of over $1.8 million would be imposed." But, if the re-growth is valued over 
years 1-20 and its harvest only occurs after the old growth forest has been harvested, it has 

therefore been assumed in the Commission's report that all the old growth has all been harvested 

in the Initial year (year zero in a present value analysis). 

It is C. for thccomrnissinnlp claimlf= its report was published that the analysis Is based on 
an asüiimed harvest peifod of 20 years or old growth forest. But, if we are to believe the 
Commission's own published report and not its pr-tç-event rat onulisations Its own analysit 
çjqit ljidicaresihs its cstimntes of the costs are based on assum ng that  aft ifte old growth forest 

ts logged in year zero, not over 20 years. 

There is a (her.bizarre assumqtionin this part of the Commission's analysis. As shown above, 
re-growth timbers iie valued in the Forestry Commission's report from the first year of a planning 
horizon (assuming that all the old gro'th Is harvested in year zero), But - partictilatly with slow-
growing Australian huiwouds- 110 logger Is going to fell IThItUI'O trees in the year iMmediately 

following the harvest of old growth timber. There will be no logging in the first year after logging 
old growth for two reasons: firstly, any tree that was mature one year after logging the old growth 
would have been su fficiently mature to have beezi loged with all the other old growth timber; 
secondt, even If a mature tree was left during the original old growth logging - e.g. it was 
overlooked - It would be too costly for a logger to rc.enter the forest to fell isolated trees. It may 
be decades after initial harvesting of the oldgrowth forest before sufficient re-growth has 
occurS to make it worthwhile to re-enter a logged old growth forest and extract more logs. Thus 

matet For example, if th&re-growth timber is harvested from years t i • u, i'atni.jr man 
years 1.20, then the present value of the re-growth resource at a 7% discount rate Is onl,yio net 

cenfjh vnluei presented Lw the Fnrestrvtommiss1 	pt only Is the Commission s 
assumption of re-growth timber being harvested from year 1)jzsirre in terms of' the implied 
assumptions derived from the original report, harvesting re-growth from year 1 i&even more 

bizarre under 
th e  Corn'niniohi'& after-the-event rationallaution of its report which ithIles the old 

growth Is harvested over 20 years. 

Recause the report nrnkcs no explicit mention of harvest and re-growth periods, there is no 
information from which to make an assessment about what appropriate harvest periods might be 
for both the old growth and re-growth timbers. These harvest periods will partly depend on 
species - the slower the growth of the timber, the longer the return period in a sustainable 
harvesitine reizime. Thus. for slow-growing Austraflan hardwoods, tile harvest Derlods may be 
M IIIUUhIt' flI & SL .- .-- 

in many cases, it is not unusual for 6inlwood 	ct compiments to stay unlagged for at 
least 70 years following felling of the old growth timbers. In this case, as 1 argued in my letter to 
the Sydney Monsl'ig Herald, lithe 01(1 growth timber in the proposed wilderness areas was 
harvested sustainably - he. felling of old growth timber in the last compartment occurs Just before 
felling re-growth in the first compartment that was logpd - then the present value of timT 
would be dramatically less than the Forestry Commission's eUmat 

Finally, in my letter, Ijlaycd to the Commission's own rules by ncumia.$ that the losses from not 

logging the wilderness areas were reprsiited by foregone turnover. While this may be true in - 
the very short run, it is not true for more than a year or so. Using turnover as an estimate of losses 
asstges that extracion of forest resource is cost-lest- which is eveiunsrc bizarre than cnn 
öflhe Commission s other assun,nti 	if a profit rate of 2Wper cent on turnover Is assumed 
iid Hill assumed rate lilikely to very high compared to achievable rates In business). diaIk 

Ia....1n tha nr..nntsA WUrIAPfl.gt nns 	no more than 20% of the omsion's 
timaeS. Since myestTmates of not toj 

Tr than the Commission's estimates, 
presented in te Commissjçn's renor.. 

The Forestry Commission 
and has subsequen 
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with that report. The Commission has also made what appear to be bjja..JNumDt10fltab0Ut 
sustainable logging regimes in the proposed wilderness areas, and appears to have used 
inappropriate methods of accounting for the costs of not logging these areas. Thus 1  fç fmm me 

b&nggfltv of 'dcliratelv downpliyjRjC the magnitudes of the losses, the CommL!ion appears 
cs.ja 'ipndrlt .niiaj'..a.'t!ninlS4 tli.1n.nec M not iouiinn these areas, 

I mistakenly confused old growth and re-growth losses. 

Since 
oil inc zoggea vuiuc Ut 11111 unIVIi ii 10 

growth and re-growth IORMCS. 	 - 

1 rn%sed guesrioni ahotit the mcthQd used to estimate regional Impacts, 

certal& d1V raise questions about the method used to estimate regional Impacts. The Forestry 
mm Co 	ss on s analysis used sirnpUEtiC innut!nJ11puunulP&itmtoIC& . turnover losses Into 	4- 

regional Impacts. Firstly, it is Important to note that - since the Comm s DII'S timatep of 

lo luff lnMgpg are roulv xa fferntS - the method It used for estimating rcgionaTipactiby 
mp y scaling up logging OsNOS will therefore result in commensurately gloss oyeMstImI2L 

,uc-outouc model 

assumes that resouris do not shift between 
the obvious fuets about rural Australia - In I 
Industries - Is its o4nding eipndty to III 
input-output analysliTo assess the iiflact 01 
that would otherwise have been used in this 
economy. This wsuniptlon Is denny nortq 
with regardto Other resources except jn the 

Thus, the methods used in the Foretry Commission report to account for the regional Impacts of 
not Ioing the proposed wilderness areas aiEj.to  grossly qmath the costs of not 

logging. 

that the method of discounting I used was misleading. 

see 

would have been 
	-- L. 	J...à .,lIn,a' *V nlnaut 

gc to nun ucuvw cot..IIat 
ih using a simple scaling-up procedure. 

in this context, since this technique 
regionnl economy. However, one of 
resource industries, and in their service 
La economic circumstaflufl. Thus, to use 

IoggThg these areas is to flsume that resources 
lug would never be used elsewhere in the 
cli reurd to capital, and is unlikely to be np 
short run. This 	it 	Is accuali 
ch w' 	 for anotherjoll whereas, as 
tv entrenitneunil In the use of t dr reiowves, 

n the Pnreitry Commission's atszd from 
the same way as in the Comminion's 
ting, sgjor, was the Commission's I 

the frresuv Commission and containd 
IdernesiSocietYiCCntraiWeNt Branch 
Commission's report Economic Impact of 
that the estimates of not logging the 

As shown in #1 above, LdrivM the assuwpt(QI 
its own analy3is and I was tising discoundngTh 
report. Therefore, if my use of discounting was 

In conclusion, therefore, 	n hit igfnqjgnpra 

in your letter of 5 October 1993 to the Coordinator o 
lea me to ravlse my orignul concluslnlflbout the V 
Wilderness Proposals on State Forests. I aWl  finn! v 
proposed wilderness areas fl presented In this repon 

Yours sincerely, 

7avid tcn (L  ' 
Senior Lecturer 
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%sprrbLMrILI 
SEN DEE MARGETIS 

CASE 

H TOREST 
d Gippitand Fornt Mlanes 

Goonnrsh, Vlctaita 3888. 

ALUANCE 
islephone/fax: . (051) 540156. 

MEDIA ALERT 

GREENS AND DEMOCRATS DECLARE WORLD 
HERITAGE PABX IN EAST QIPPSLIi}ZD 

3rd february 1994 

Greens Senator s  Ch;istabelchamltette and penoctati Senator Sid 
Spindler will declare Ea5t GippiLand's forests £ World Heritage 
Park" this Saturday morniag. The 'opening óetemofly" will be 
performed at aenslai-gh Creek, which is currently being blockaded 
by the East Gippeland Forest Alliance. East Gippsland has been 
identified as having World Heritage values. 

WflAXa Grand opening of the East Gippaland World Heritage Park, 

WROI Democrata Senator Sid Spindler and Greene (WA) Ienator 
•Christab*t Chainarotte. 

WflBEs Kenslaigit Creek, Errinundra Plateau, gast Gippcland. 

WUZNt Saturday morning, 5th FebruarY 19941 acm. 

PUOTOGRAPifIC OPPORTUNItIESI 	spectacular mountain views, 
rainfotsst, entrenched blockade site, banners, Park opening 
ceremony. 	. 	. 

Fur aura information contact' 	. . 

Jill Redwoo4 (051.) 54 01.45 
senator Ch4aarettS!S office (06) 2773790 
SenatOS Spindler's office (06) 277 3640 
Dr Geoff Moeley (03) 718 2998 

Directions to the site are available from' 
JilL Redwood (051) 540 145 or 
Goongerab znvironinent Centre ( 051) 540 156 

Détacan footage available 	
. 	 . 

WIflERNESS NOTWóODCHIPS foit EASTGIPPSLAND •  
0 
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Christabel Chamarette 
Senator for The Greens (WA) 

5th FebrUary 1994 

I Heritage Forest Park Declared Open 
in East Gippsland 

Greens (WA) Senator Christabel ChamarettC this morning joined with DemocTat Senator 
Sid Spindler and members of the East Gippsland Forest.Alliánce(EGFA) to declare open 
a World Heritage Park on the Errinundra Plateau In East CIippsland. 

Senator Chaniarette said "I welcome the opportunity to join with the Democrats and the 
East Gippsland Forest Alliance to highbght the ned to ttilly protect this critiCal linK 
between the Errinundra and Coopracanbra National Park." 

"The forests of South Eastern Australia are biological jewels and much of this area 
contains large stretches of raiñforcst and other vegetation communities which have close 
resemblance to the ancient Gondwanic forests of 40 million years ago." 

"1 applaud the Qctions of the EGFA in working so hard to protect these areas. They, like 
their counteärts in my own State of Western Australia, have come to realise the 
importance of our high conservation value forests." 

For the past month, members of the BOFA have been blockading two important areas In 
lbs Flrndri9h. rrtv ntr.hmr.nt tn prrvr.nt them ffnm being dMrfelled 

Senator Chamarette said "I note the concerns of the International Union for the 
Conseivation of Nature last month that many areas of native fbrest of high conservation 
value are still beins logged and that a filly comprehensive, adequate and representative 

system is yet to be put In place." 

"The lime for action by the Federal Government is well overdue. The Keating Government 
rrlust move to thifli its international oblIgations by protecting the remaining areas of native 
forest throughout Australia." 

"I will certainly do what ever I can to see that the Federal Government uses its power to 
intervene to protect our Irreplaceable forest hcritagew Senator Chamaretie concluded. 

Contaetzchrlgtbel Chamarette (Saturday 11.1111. 12.301) O' MD US 
(Sunday) 	 .018 905 321 

Geoff M.oseley 	 : . 	037182998 

FiuihuiivaaL ligun 	• 	 . 	. 	 . 	. - 	 . SuRe 1. 111 Cohn Street 
Cariberns, A.C.T. 2600 	 . 	 . 	. 	. 	 . 	P.O Box 137 

ml: (04%) 277 3791 	 West Perth. WA. 6005 

Fax: (06) 277 3770 	 . 	 Tel; (09) 481 1244 

Country Ws (Oflit) M03-178 . 	 . 	
Pox: (09) 322 t048 
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NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 

phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prio,.- dotice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

NOUEMBER 12th 1993 MEDIA RELEASE 

HUNTER FORESTRY OPERATIONS A TRAGEDY - NEFA 

Spokesperson for North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) Barrie Griffiths described 
current harvesting operations in the Barrington Tops and Chichester areas as 
"really tragic". Mr Griffiths said that after decades of gross mismanagement 
and overcutting of Hunter region forests, significant increases in pulpwood 
for export to Japan as woodchips in recent years were completely degrading the 
forests of the region. 

"In the late sixties and seuenties the Forestry Commission cleared natiue 
hardwood forests In the Barrington area for pine plantations, established at 
huge expense. Today these plantations are useless and degraded, nany have 
died. Hardwood plantations are also degraded because they were not thinned, 
whilst haruesting in the eighties remoued most of the old growth as rapidly as 
possible. Inaccessible areas and forests once too steep and uneconomic to log 
are now being trashed for woodchips for Japan. At the sane tine, the few 
remaining areas of high quality forests on good soil and moderate slopes are 
rapidly disappearing. Supplies of quality sawlogs will run out. At this 
moment, extensive operations across the Barrington from East to West are 
targetting all forests not subject to moratorium in a huge "claim-staking 
exercise." 

"The ElS for Barrington operations is overdue, and publication has now been 
deferred until next year. Documents obtained from the Forestry Commission 
indicate that during the period of ElS preparation, Haruesting Plans have 
allocated areas to crown sawmills which total 8 to 10 years supply of 
saulogs", hr Griffiths said. 

Mr Griffiths was responding to news receiued today that representatiues from 
Boral Timber were pressuring the Federal Resources Minister, Michael Lee, to 
issue a special export licence to their subsidiary, Saumillers Exports, for a 
huge stockpile of woodchips at Newcastle. A temporary licence has expired, 
pending determination of an EIS assessing the inpacts of a proposal to export 
woodchips deriued from "residue" logs from State Forests, for a period of ten 
years. 	 - 

"These impacts are clearly very significant indeed. Uolumes of timber removed 
will almost double, with consequent loss of habitat, simplification of species 
composition and reduction of understorey, virtual elimination of old growth 
elements, nutrient depletion, compaction, erosion and siltation, proliferation 
of weeds and fire hardy species with increased fire frequencies, lower 
stream flows, reduction in water quality, and so on", Mr Griffiths said. 

"The public are losing these forests to Boral and Japanese profits. The 
community also loses money and jobs: The Forestry Commission lost an average 
of almost half a million dollars per annum during the eighties in Chichester 
and Gloucester Management Areas, not including the value of huge public 
subsidies, and Boral's near monopoly of the industry is costing jobs." 

"Forests supplying Boral's Newcastle exporter have been plundered, and 
prescriptions are being breached, in recent operations to create this 
stockpile whilst the ElS was being prepared. hr Lee should comply with Federal 
legislation requiring proper assessment and refuse Boral this licence, and 
ensure that no further silvicultural residues are taken from public or 
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private lanb until the assessment process has been completed", Mr Griffiths 
said. "Enuironment Minister Ens ICelly should immediately issue an impact 
assessment order under the Endangered Species Act to preuent this licence 
being issued." 

Further information: See attached sheet, and contact: 
Barrie Griffiths (065) 77.3105 

NEFA MEDIA RELEASE attachment 1 SUPPORTING INFORMATION - NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SUMMARY OF GROSS OUERCUTTING: CHICHESTER MANAGEMENT AREA. 
The Management Plan (1980) calculated sustained yield at 15.800 m3 net, 
whereas actual cut in the seuenties was up to leOx of sustained yield (1978). 
Howeuer, the M.P. fixed the quota allocation at 21,500 m3 net. That is, the 
Comnission deliberately set the quota at 136z of sustained yield. In the six 
years following the Plan, actual cut averaged 22.424 m3 p.a., or 140x of the 
figure given as the sustained yield in the Plan, but in fact by 1986'87 actual 
cut was over 300z of the sustained yield figure of 5,818 m3 net, calculated 
after a new assessment in 1982, and adjustments resulting from the rainforest 
decision in 1984. The true position is worse howeuer, since the records show 
that assumptions and calculations forming the basis of the 1982 assessment 
were incorrect. As early as the Annual Report for 83,84, the District Forester 
is reporting that actual uolume is significantly less than assessed, because 
of errors in forest typing and increasing proportion of steep and inaccessible 
areas. Despite this there was no reuision of the Management Plan, which has 
still not been updated, and the quota remained the sane throughout the 
eighties. From 1.1.90 revised annual quotas were finally implemented, but at 
11,000 m3 net, are still about double the sustained yield. 

The Management Plan prouided for the First cutting cycle to end in 2039; 
however the new reduced quotas are about double the figure required to "eke 
out the resource until 2039", and will result in a hiatus in supply from about 
2015 until 2040, on the Comnission's figures. Thus the present quotas are 
ouercutting the resource in accordance with the policy of cutting out 
"ouermature" forests as rapidly as possible. 

GLOUCESTER MANAGEMENT AREA 
Gloucester was grossly overcut from the late sixties by deliberate decision, 
"due to the perceiued need at the time to remove the hardwood resource to make 
way for a proposed Barrington Toops pine plantation program" (M.P. 1984 p.36). 
On the basis of "a recent cursory assessment", "limited information" and "on 
somewhat subjective estimates", the M.P. guessed that the long-tern sustained 
yield (10,000 m3 net) wouldn't be auailable until towards the end of the next 
century (2090), that the then-current levels of yield could not be maintained 
much beyond the year 2000; that from about 2020 until end of the century, 
about 5,000 m3 would be possible. Neuertheless the Management Plan approved 
maintaining the existing quota of 26,780 m3 net plus 25,840 m3 net parcel 
(parcel terminating December 1985) - almost three times the long-term 
sustained yield figure subjectively estimated on the basis of limited 
information to be available from 2090; and almost six times the estimate for 
the second cutting cycle (2020 - 2090) 

Quota allocation was reduced to 14,200 n3 net in 1988,89; but was ouercut in 
that year and the following two years, 1989,90 and 90,91. The Annual report for 
1988/89 states that the new quota "is sustainable until 2020 at which time a 
quota of 5,000 p.a. will apply until 2070, thence 10,000 m3 p.a." The Annual 
Report for 1990,91 states that 

"Despite uirtual haluing of quota allocations over the past few years, current 
allocations will continue to exceed the theoretical long term sustained 
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yield level for the Management Area." 

A strategy which will not achieve sustained yield until 2090, whilst fixing 
quotas at 285x of the uolume available for the second cutting cycle, is 
indefensible. 

MEFA MEDIA RELEASE attachment 2. 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION - NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

BRIEF EXTRACT FROM REPORT ON CURRENT OPERATIONS 
STEWARTS BROOX STATE FOREST: TUBRABUCCA ROAD EXTENSION. 

Compartments 5 to 9 inclusiue in the Tubrabucca area of Stewarts Brook S.F. 
(unlogged except for a small area near Barrington Trail in cmpt 6 and a small 
area of cmpt 9 in 199192) are covered by one harvesting plan, no. 93G1, 
comprising over 1,000 ha with an estimated volume of 45,370 m3 quota sawlog 
volume. In addition, roading work has been done and logging operations are 
about to commence in compartments 1 to 4, unlogged except for a small area in 
compartment 2, logged 1980,81, and comprising an additional 644.5 ha. There is 
a bulldozer currently in compartment 2, which has just been very seuerely 
burnt (see photo 1.) NEFA has not been able to obtain copy of a harvesting 
plan for these four compartments. In addition, Harvesting Plan no. 92.1141 
dated December 1992 covers compartments 10, 20 and 22 of Stewarts Brook S.F., 
comprising 602 ha just north of Poleblue Swamp, with an estimated volume of 
9,900 m3. The Wildlife Prescription is only two trees per hectare. A request 
to add compartments io a 20 to the Gloucester N.A. General S.120 licence is 
dated 5th March 1993. Both these Harvesting Plans refer to the Tubrabucca 
Enuironmental Impact Assessment, which has not been made auailable. Reference 
is also made to Paddy's Ridge Environmental Review, which has not been made 
available either. There is only a brief checklist attached to these harvesting 
plans, which state that "the area is couered by the Timber Industry (Interim 
Protection) Act until the Gloucester-Chichester Environmental Impact 
Statement is completed around mid 1993"; and conclude that "the environmental 
effect of this proposal is not significant and therefore an environmental 
impact statement will not be prepared". 

BARRINGTON TOPS STATE FOREST. 

One Harvesting Plan, no. 93.'G2, covers compartments 55 and 60 to 65 of 
Barrington Tops S.F., comprising 2,257 ha in the Xangaroo Creek area, with an 
estimated volume of 71,851 m3 ! In addition, operations have been ongoing in 
compartments 22, 23, 20 a zi of Bowman S.F. under General Licence no. TS002I & 
TS0045. Harvesting Plans have not been made available for these Bowman 
compartments, which total 950 ha. Compartment history cards do not record 
logging history prior to operations in compartment 22 in 199092 (2,081 m3 
nett quota sawlogs plus 5,251 tonnes of pulp), except for 43 m3 in 1975'76 
from compartment 22. Forester Craig Hawkins suggested Bowman S.F. was 
selectively logged in the sixties and seuenties (pers. comm.) In addition, 
"Bowman West" is included in the Order of Working for 1993/94, presumably 
comprising at least compartments z& & 29 to 31. The total gross area of Bowman 
S.F. is 2,987 ha, much of which appears to have been made available to the 
crown sawmiller, Allen Taylor & Co. (Boral Timber) for 1991 - 1994. 

Consequently during the course of the EIS preparation both Upper Hunter 
Timbers (Stewarts Brook S.F.) and Allen Taylor & Co. (Barrington Tops S.F.) 
have been allocated areas with estimated volumes equivalent to 8 to 10 years' 
quota allocation, "to ensure supply until the ElS is completed in mid-1993" I 

- ends 
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National Parks Association of NSW 

* Media Release * 

Moore, Macdonald and Jones Join Environment. 
Groups to Slam Government Forestry Bills 

Independent MPs Clover Moore, Peter Macdonald and Democrat MLC Richard Jones combined 
with the NSW Peak Environment Groups to condemn two National Party inspired Forest Bills due 
for debate in the last sitting weeks of the NSW Parliament. 

"The Forestry (Environmental and Fauna Impact Assessment) Bill 1994 would gut the Endangered Fauna 
Act and drastically reduce the applicability of the EP&AAct when dealing with forestry operations. 
This is the National Party agenda :  it's a recipe for sending forest management in NSW back to the 
dark ages and must be opposed outright." said Ms Clover Moore Independent Ml' for Bligh. 

'The Bill also attempts to radically reduce the community's right to enforce the law by exempting 
State Forests from being subject to legal challenge. It is simply outrageous to create pubhc duties and 
then deny the community the right to enforte them,"said Dr Peter Macdonald Independent Ml' for Manly. 

"1 proposed resource security for plantations to the minister 12 months ago, but regret to say that the 
Tree Plantations (Harvest Security) Bill is badly flawed legislation. The definition of plantations is so 
broad that it could include large areas of High Conservation Value native forests which have been 
damaged by woodchipp.rig. Whilst I wholeheartedly support new plantations, this Blli unist be 
amended," said Richard Jones, Democrat MLC. 

"We have prepared amendments to the Plantations Bill which prevent native vegetation clearance 
and actually improve the level of financial security for bona fide plantation growers. If the Government 
is serious about promoting new plantations then they should support our amendments and foster a 
bi-partisan position on this Bill," said Tom McLoughlin, NSW spokesperson, The Wilderness Society. 

Enviionmentajists deplore this desperate lunge for 'resource security'. Indeed the NSW Nature 
Conservation Council Annual Conference (a policy-making umbrella group for over 90 NSW environment 
groups) unanimously condemned the Bills just 2 weeks ago" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of NCC. 

"This Parliament, in its final sitting, must not allow the National Party to rush through its reactionary 
agenda. We urge the Government to drop the Forestry Assessment Bill - and to base any legislation 
for plantation security on the outcomes of broad community consultation. True security for any 
industry must be based on goodwill - not conflict," concluded Mr Walker. 

Ms Clover Moore Ml' 2302076/ 3603053 • Dr Peter Macdonald Ml' 9762773 
Mr Richard Jones MLC 230 2858 

Ben Oquist (Peak Environment Groups) 247 4206/ 015 70 40 95 
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PROPOSAL FOR AN NCC SEMINAR. 
ON THE COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL 

ASSESSMENT (CRA) PROCESS 
A Proposal from the NCC to the Federal department of the Environment 

Wed, 19 Oct 1994 

BACKGROUND 

• MAny conservationists believe the credibility of the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS) is in serious jeopardy because of governments' 
inadequate compliance with NFPS conservation commitments. 

One key NFPS element is a commitment that governments undertake 
• 'Comprehensive Regional Assessments'  in each major forested regionof 
Australia. 	 . 	. 

The NFPS specified that these. asseSsments would be carried out co-
operatively betweenrelevant Commonwealth and State agencies, with 
provisibn for significant community input. 

The NFPS target date for establishing a 'comprehensive, adequate and 
representative' forest reserve system on public  lands is the end of 1995, with 
necessary additions from private, forests to complete the reserve sysfem 
within three more years. The CRA process is preparatory to the 
establishment of such a reserve system and would help  determine its 
boundaries. Moregenerally, CRA's would generate a wealth of information 
about social, economic and environmental values, of each forested region of 
Australia. • 	. 

Yet nearly two years after the NFPS was signed - with just one year left 
before the due date for establishing a 'comprehensive, adequate and 
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representative' forest reserve system on public lands - a CRA has yet to begin 
in NSW, and the Fahey Government appears unclear about how it will fulfil 
the CRA commitment in the NFPS. 

THE NSW CONTEXT 

NSW differs from most of the other forested States in that some key 
conservation groups active on the forest issue - including NCC - support the 
principle of comprehensive regional assessments. Others are more 
sceptical, and some groups operating in NSW have expressed opposition to 
the process. 

The closed nature of Commonwealth-State processes for implementing the 
NFPS has not aided public understanding and trust. To date, discussion on 
CRA's has been confined almost entirely to bureaucratic circles and there is 
very little community awareness about the nature and potential of CRA's. 
Uncertainty about the role and function of the NSW Government's Natural 
Resources Audit Council has further complicated the debate. 

An informed debate is needed about what CPA's could and should be. 
Commonwealth and NSW government agencies should provide easily 
digestible information to - and establish dialogue with - other stakeholders, 
to facilitate public understanding of the CRA prdcess. 

This may help allay suspicions currently held about the CRA; alternatively it 
may exacerbate those concerns. But although greater public understanding 
may lead to widespread rejection of the process, acceptance without 
understanding is also impossible. In the final analysis, CRA's will succeed 
only if the community is well informed and committed to the process. 

SEMINAR PROPOSAL 

NCC proposes to organise a one-day (possibly one and a half day) Seminar, 
ideally in late November / early December 1994 - but if that proves too soon 
early in February 1995. 

Speakers from the following agencies would be invited to the Seminar: the 
Federal Department of the Environment, the Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency, the Australian Heritage Commission, the Federal 
Department of Primary Industry and the EPA, State Forests of NSW, the 
National Parks & Wildlife Service, the Department of Conservation and 
Land Management and the NSW EPA,. 



Speakers would also be invited from cOnservation orgartisations with an 
interest in NSW forests, such as The Wilderness Society, Australian 
Conservation Foundation, North East Forest Alliance. National Parks 
Association of NSW, World Wide Fund for Nature and Nature Conservation 
Council. NCC would also seek speakers from industry and from the 
CFMEU and Trades and Labor Council. Contributors from the scientific 
community would be invited. 

Each government agency would be asked to inform the Seminar about: 

goals and process needed to achieve a comprehensive regional 
assessment. 

• 	relevant datasets currently held by the agency 

• 	datasets which they believe must be acquired for a comprehensive 
regional assessment:. 

proposed public participation process 

budgetary requirements and realistic timeframes 

Conservation groups - and other key stakeholders - would be invited to 
express their views, conèerns, hopes and expectations about CRA's. 

A provisional title for the Seminar is: 'CRA's: what role in NSW forests 
future?' The Federal Environment Minister would be invited to open the 
Seminar. Invitations would be issued to key State and Federal politicians. 

We anticipate considerable interest in the Seminar, and would book a venue 
accommodating up to 150 participants. An essential aspect of the proposal is 
the rapid publication of proceedings after the event, to serve a wider 
audience in NSW and interstate. 



BUDGET 

A total of $12,000 is sought from the Federal Department of the Environment 
to make this Seminar possible. This would be expended as follows: 

Venue Hire 	 $1,000 

NCC's Administrative Costs 	 $2,500 

Travel Fares* 	 $3,500 

Publidty 	 $1,000 

Organiser's Wages 	 $2,500 

Proceedings Editor's Fees 	 $1,500 

Conference Proceedings Publication Costs 	 $2,000 

TOTAL 	 $14,000 

*Based on the assumption that some speakers would require fares paid, and 
that coverage of travel costs may be necessary to ensure participation of 
ke9 conservation groups from non-metropolitan NSW. 



Environment group's forests policy submission to Bob Carr MP 
leader of the NSW Parliamentary Labor Party 

This statement has been agreed to by NCC, TEC, ACF, SEFCC, NIEFA. 
The environment groups are seeking a comprehensive revision of ALP 

The ALP policy should give the following firm 
undertakings: 

The ALP's 	 promises of new national parks and 

flyol. 04_ 	,.widerness areas -- be reuffirmod—und illustrated on maps before the 

q.. election and all the new areas to be dedicated within the first 12 

o • 	' 	I' 	/ moqts of a CarrLabor Gov 	nert. 	AILNPWS-identified wilderness'Ov 

t—attadIdiTotC3 
, 

aP!ouiJZetteat 	 tncujistratc that—th i p jp. 

L J. The ALP to publicly support the use of Commonwealth World 
'Heritage powers to protect forests adjacent to and in the catchment of 

Zil World Heritage areas where World Heritage values are threatened. 
J $ 

The immediate establishment of a moratorium on logging in all of the 
high 	conservation 	value 	forest compartments 	identified 	by 
Commonwealth Environment Minister Faulkner. 	This moratorium is to 
remain in effect until 	superseded 	by the further forest assessment and 
protection measures set out in {4) below. 

immediate establishment of a moratorium on logging in (a) 
unprotected wilderness areas as identified by the Director-General of 
National Parks and Wildlife, {b} all remaining areas . of unprotected old ..._ 7 
growth native 'forest, and {c} forests adjacent to and in the cqtchment of 
World Herita 	areas whose values are threatened by Iogging? ThC. 

t moratoriunt if to remain in effect until the establishment of a 
comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system protecting 
NSW native forest coMmunities. 

Q.A2'-e. çik 

3 	: 	An immediate direction to the NPWS to conduct, in co-operation with 
ANCA, a rapid aisessment of all NSW native forests within a period of 
siK months to identify those additional forest areas likely to be required 

• 	 to secure a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
ystem, and forest areas likely to be of World Heritage value. The 

iationale, process, and methodology for the assessment will be stated at 
the. commencement of the process in an initial report exhibited for 
pdbJic comment. The draft final report with recommendations on forest 
th aas needed for the reserve system will be exhibited for public 

• 

	

	 comment. The recommended areas will be protected from logging by 
moratorium until the completion of a comprehensive 
assessment of NSW forests and a decision by the NSW Government 

I. 

N 



establishing a comprehensive, adequate and representative system. 

Establishment within the first three months of a Can Labor 
Government of a process for comprehensive assessment of native 
forests, with the assessment completed for the whole State by March 
1997. At the end of the assessment process the Government will 
dedicate a comprehensive; adequate and representative forest reserve 
system under legislation in accordance with the recommendations 
produced by the process. (Note: The structure, membership, control and 
related aspecth of this comprehensive assessment process are covered in 
Schedule 1.) 

Establishment within the first three months of a Can Labor 
Government, under legislation, of a Forest Practices Review Board 
charged with establishing a code of practice controlling logging on lands 
of all tenures and regulating all forestry operations. The FPRB will 
regulate forestry activities until comprehensive regional assessments 
have been completed, comprehensive system of reserves established 
and a comprehensive code of logging practices developed. The FPRB will 
be responsible for assessing all public and private lands proposed for 
logging or clearing. The FPRB will determine whether the activity is 
appropriate and the conditions to be placed upon operations to 
adequately protect all forest values. [Refer to TI(IP) Act for public 
exhibition processes). 	- 

The draft code of practice is to be exhibited for public comment before 
adoption. The code of practice is to be fully enforceable by third parties 
in the Land and Environment Court. The FPRB is to be comprised of 
representatives of State Forests, NPWS, EPA, Soil Conservation Service, 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW, CFMEU, Ecological Society of 
Australia and an independent (non government} chairperson. 

Retention and full enforcethent of all current environmental controls 
in forest areas where logging is to continue, including stop work orders 
made under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, environmental impact 
assessment, fauna impact assessment, soil conservation and pollution 
controls. 

An immediate direction to CALM and the Soil Conservation Service to 
fully resource, implement and enforce all private land clearing and land 
protection controls. Immediately gazette all ungazetted proposed 
protected land maps. CaLM, with assistance of the NPWS, is to review 
all maps and as for as possible identify inadequately reserved plant 
communities.and habitats of endangered plants and animals for 
inclusion on a revised set of protected land maps to be gazetted by 



March 1996. As comprehensive regional assessments are completed for 
each region a final set of maps will be gazetted. 

10. Establishment and implementation in the first six months of a Carr 
Labor Govrnment of a timber industry restructuring program with 
priority to those areas of the State where the existing timber industry 
may be affected by the 1995 new national park and wilderness area 
gazettals. The restructuring program is to be devised by a committee 
comprising representatives of DoP, Premier's OFFICE, State Forests (pine 
section), NPWS, two persons nominated by NCC, a nominee of the CFMEU 
Local area consultations are to be undertaken. Key elements of the 
program will include: 

immediate negotiations with the Federal government for funding 
assistance for timber industry restructuring; 

provision of low conservation value native forest areas to meet 
transitional needs; 

comprehensive assessment of available resource (particularly pine 
plantations and native forest regrowth), value adding pOtential, 
review of logging quotas, investigation of alternative fibre sources; 

o 	co-ordination of pine industry developments with withdrawal of 
native 	forest resources 	from industry; 

open 	tendering process for identified forest resources and 
consultation with local communities prior to allocation; 

• 	government assistance 	for milling 	and 	manufacturing 	based 	on 	
) 

small wood; 

o 	government assistance 	for 	ecologically 	sustainable 	alternative 
industry 	and employment projects including those based on value 
adding, new national parks, ecotourism, local improvement 
programs; 

• 	government assistance 	for 	new 	hardwood 	plantation 	projects; 

• 	
government assistance 	for 	structural 	adjustment 	packages 	including 
redundancy payments and acquisition of plant and equipment, 

accounting reforms which separate State Forests native forest and 
plantation 	operations, which require both recurrent and capital 
accounts, and which require any annual operating shortfall to be 
carried over to the following year. 

2 



11. In keeping with the principle of ecologically sustainable 
development, the precautionary principle and the commitment to 
conserve the State's biodiversity, a pledge to phase out export 
woodchipping based on NSW native forests within the first term of a 
Carr Labour Government. 

Schedule 1 
Guiding principles 

• The assessment must be based on a comprehensive and adequate 
information base and adopt a precautionary approach to identifying 
conservation requitements. 

The community must be involved at all stages of the regional assessment 
i.e, in setting the terms of reference, overseeing 'information collection and 
reviewing the results. 	 - 

• 	The pràcess must be balanced, open and publicly accountable, with all 
submissions, data, analyses, reports and minutes of meetings publicly 
available. 

Environment NGOs must be represented on all committees and working 
groups involved in the regional assessment process. 

The participation of environment NGO's in these committees and working 
groups must be adequately resourced. 

• 	Environment NGO's must be adequately resourcjto carry out independent 
assessment and advocacy at the regional level. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service must be the lead agency in 
identifying comprehensive adequate and representative reserve systems 
and other conservation measures for each region. 

Regional Assessment Coordination Committee 

Regionally based committees will be established for each regional assessment. 
Eaëh Regional Assessment Coordination Committee (RACC) will oversee data 
collection and analyses and prepare land use plans for each region. RACC's will 
be comprised of a representative pf: 

Department ,  Of Planning, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Nature 
Conservation Council, Ecological Society of Australia, Industry Group, 
Labor .  ,Council. 

'V 
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A land management expert from a NSW tertiary institution will be appointed as 
Chair. 

The input of the following Government agencies to be coordinated by 
the Department of Planning: State Forests, Environmental Protection 
Authority, NSW Tourism, Department of Water Resources, Department of 
Mineral Resources, Soil Conservation Service, Commonwealth Dept. of 
Environment, Spor.t and Territories, National Parks Association, Local 
Go v.er n men t. 

The work of the RACC will bedivided into three principle stages: 

Overseeing data collection, data entry into a computer Geographic 
Information System and data analyses. 

Overseeing preparation of draft land use plans for public comment, 
detailing all data layers, identifying the conservation and cultural values of 
all lands, providing recommendations for an adequate reserve system, 
environmental constraints on other lands, areas requiring rehabilitation, 
areas suitable for plantations and other uses and management constraints 
required to maintain cOnservation values. 

Preparation of final land use oØiens and submission of options to the 
Minister for Planning and Environment for ratification. 
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PROPOSED RE-WORDING OF THE 

CONSERVATION SECTION OF THE NSW 
ALP's DRAFT FOREST POLICY 

A4 ,Carr Labor Government will impose a 

moratorium on logging activity in high 

conservation value (HCV) forests, pending the 

establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and 

representative resrve system, and a framework 
for ensuring sustainable off-reserve forest 
management. 

The moratorium will prevent immediate damage 

to areas likely to be required for reservation in 
the long-term. 

To achieve a long-term solution to the conflict 
over NSW's native forests, a Can Government is 
also committed to establishing, as soon as 

possible and within its first term of office: 

• a comprehensive, adequate and 

representative (CAR) forest reserve system. 

a legislative framework which ensures 

sustainable off-reserve forest management 
for all land tenures. 

These goals will be complemented by managing 
the shift from high conservation value forests to 

plantations, and to regrowth forests not required 

for a CAR forest reserve system. 

A staged process will be used to achieve the Can 
Government's forest conservation goals: 

1 / From day one, State Forests will be instructed 
to reschedule its logging program, taking advice 

from the NPWS, other government agencies and 
stakeholders, to avoid logging activity in high 
conservation value (HCV)* forests. 

* Note JICV values include old growth, wilderness, 

National Estate, World Heritage, endangered and 

vulnerable species, biodiversity, Aboriginal heritage 

and other significant cultural values. 

2/ As. soon as Parliament resumes, Labor will 

amend the Timber Industry [Interim Protection] 

Amendment Act 1994, in order to expand the 

membership and functions of the Regulatory and 

Public Information Committee (RAPIC), to 

ensure that RAPIC has: 

• an independent Chairperson and a 

representative of the Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW (NCC); 

a brief to vet logging schedules and 

harvesting plans for aU State Forest 
Management Areas; 

• a brief to advise on the changes to State 

Forests' logging schedules, and to forestry 

practices on a compartment-specific basis, 

needed to avoid damage to FICV forests. 

All the compartments in NSW which were 
recommended for interim protection in 

December 1994 by Federal Environment 
Minister Senator Faulkner will be deemed by 

R.APIC to have high conservation values, in the 
absence of information clearly demonstrating 

the contrary. RAPIC will seek to protect all the 

values for which these compartments were 
initially recommended for protection. 

3/ Within the first Parliamentary session, a Car 

Government will legislate to establish a Regional 

Assessment Co-ordination Committee (RACC). 

This will be comprised of a nominee from each 

of the Department of Planning, NPWS, NCC, 

Ecological Society of Australia, Australian 
Nature Conservation Agency, an appropriate 

industry and trade union representative, with a 

land management expert from a NSW tertiary 
institution appointed as independent chair. 

The RACC will be established: 

• to identify appropriate regions within which 

Comprehensive Regional Assessments 

(CRA's) will be undertaken. 

to establish Regional Assessment Committee 

(RAC's) in each identified region, which will 

be responsible for co-ordinating each specific 

CRA. Membership of each RAC shall reflect 

the balance of the RACC's membership. 
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Under the direction of the RAC's, and with 

overall co-ordination by the RACC, the 

Department of Planning and NPWS will be 

jointly responsible for undertaking the CRA's. 

CRA's will entail assessment of all land tenures, 

be carried out in an open and accountable 

manner, and include meaningful and adequately 

resourced public participation. 

CRA's will use a comprehensive and adequate 

information base, and adopt a precautionary 

approach to identifying conservation 

requirements. All submissions, data, analyses, 

reports and minutes of meetings of the RACC 

and RAC's will be publicly available. 

RAC's will also undertake interim assessments, to 

identify likely high conservation value areas to 

be included in moratoria. This process should be 

complete within nine months of taking office, 

and will provide a more comprehensive approach 

to ensuring appropriate moratoria are in place. 

The Premier will, within 100 days of taking 

office and thenceforth at an interval of 100 

days, report to Parliament on the Government's 

progress in achieving: 

• moratoria on logging activity in HCV forests; 

• a CAR forest reserve system; 

• sustainable off-reserve forest management. 

ADDiTIONAL NOTES ON THE NSW ALP's 

DRAFT FOREST POLICY 

1/if an overt commitment to one million 

hectares of wilderness declarations is not to be 

included in the policy, alternative wording which 

describes the types of land to be declared 

wilderness is necessary. This was provided by 

Keith Muir on 20th February. 

2/ The 'Principal Forests Regulator' is more 

appropriately titled an 'Independent Forest 

Regulator' (IFR). The role of the IFR should be 

based in statute and include powers to obtain 

information from relevant government agencies, 

interview staff and visit sites. 

3/ The Forest Advisory Council should be 

based in statute and have the power to call for 

any information it requires relevant to the 

administration and management of forests. it's 

membership must include at least one nominee 

of the Ecological Society of Australia, in 

addition to the membership outlined in the 

previous draft which includes the NCC. 

4/A Code of Forestry Practices should be 

established by statute and apply to all land 

tenures. The draft code will be developed by a 

subcommittee of the the FAC, exhibited for 

public comment, gazetted by the Minister for the 

Environment, and subject to third party 

enforcement and regular reviews by the FAC. 

51 There should be a statutory public 

consultation process built into the preparation of 

Forest Management Plans. 

6/ The proposal to fund industry 

restructuring from the Environmental Trusts 

should be adequately supervised. The FAC must 

be given an express role in advising the Minister 

on benefits for forest management of any 

payments from the find, which must be linked to 

the cessation of specific harvesting operations 

(actual or proposed) and to the withdrawal from 

the order of works of specific compartments. 

7/ Land clearance controls should be put in 

place as a matter of urgency. They are a crucial 

component of a strategy to halt land degradation 

and biodiversity loss, and to achieve greenhouse 

gas reduction targets. 

8/ All existing Wood Supply Agreements 

must be reviewed, and if necessary amended, to 

ensure they do not frustrate the forest policy's 

conservation goals. No further wood supply 

agreements, or any other form of resource 

guarantees over non-plantation timber, should be 

issued, until CRA's have been completed and a 

CAR reserve system is in place, as well as a 

framework for sustainable off-reserve 

management. 

I 
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CONSERVATION REPRESENTATIVES ON THE FOREST POLICY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ASK, AS A MATTER OF URGENCY: 

1/ That the Premier, the Minister for Land & Water Conservation, 
the Commissioner for Forests and the NSW Government as a 
vhole 

abide by the conservation commitments of the National Forest 
Policy Statement. 

issue a public statement reaffirming their commitment to abiding 
by the the conservation commitments of the National Forest Policy 
Staterñent, with specific reference to ensuring (c) below. 

ensure that, within NSW, 

in view of uncertainty caused by the events described in 2 (a) 
below, accept that forthwith the onus of proof as to which areas of 
old growth and wilderness forests are unlikely to have high 
conservation value lies with the proponents - not the opponents - 
of any proposed logging activity. 

make public the methodology used within NSW to ensure 
compliance with the relevant clause of the NFPS; and also make 
public and easily available a list of the specific areas of native 
forest in which immirient logging activity is planned. 

2/ That the Premier and Minister for Land & Water Conservation: 

provide a valid explanation as to why logging of high 
conservation value old growth forest in compartment 579 of Wild 
Cattle Creek was permitted in breach of the NFPS commitment 
cited in 1 (c) above. (It is relevant here that Mr Kim Ritman, a 
member bf staff within CALM, who had been appointed via a 
dispute mediation process, established that the logging area was 
old growth forest, and further that the NPWS had identified the 
area as of high conservation va1ue A list of documenth and 
correspondence containing relevant background on this issue are 
available). 

ensure that this continuing breach be halted, by ordering an 
immediate cessation of logging in the remaining high 
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conservation value old growth areas of the Compartment 579. 

3/ That the Premier and Minister for Land & \'Vater Conservation 
prohibit logging operations approved by the Minister for Planning 
in identified high conservation value old growth and wildeii'ness 
forests in the Kempsey, \'Yauchope, Glen Innes and Wingham 
Management Areas (following recent determination of BIB's for 
those areas). 

4/ That with regard to implementation of the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection) Act in the Eden Management Area: 

the COmmission for Forests and the Managing Director of State 
Forests ensure that, consistent with their statements at the 1sF 
August meeting of the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee, no 
further logging is permitted in moratorium areas at least until 
determination of the next BIB for the Eden Management Area, 
and that logging is confined to areas identified as 'lesser 
conservation value' in the inter-departmental process preceding 
enactment of TI(IP) Act amendment. 

the Minister for Land & Water Conservation issued a public 
pledge, in keeping with his second reading speech when the 
TI(IP)Act was extended to the Eden Management Area, affirming 
that logging activity in the EMA will be constrained in the manner 
described above. 

These concerns are expitssed as requests, but the NSW Government 
shOuld be aware that the community's faith in the integrity of the 
Goverpmeni, and specifically in the Government's commitment to the 
National.  Forest Policy Statement - the only forest policy which it has - 
is seriously in jeopardy. As the NIFPS was signed by the Premier, we 
believe that his personal credibility is at stake, although the integrity of 
the• Minister for Land and Water Conservation, the Commissioner for 
Forests and the Managing Director of State Forests are also at issue. 

In seeking the above, we ask no more than that the Government abides 
by its own policy, and that the Minister for Land and Water 
Conservation and senior government officials keep their word. 

The eyes of the NSW conservation 
Governr'nent's response, sotght by 
latest, do The Nature Conservation 
2000. 

movement will he focused on 
Monday November 7th at the 

Council, 39 George St., The 

the 

Rocks 

I 
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SIGNED, Mon, 17 Oct 1994 

Dailan Pugh (North Fast Forest Alliance) 

Lyh Orrego (North Coast Environthent Council) 

Steve Jago (South East Forests Conservation Council) 

k 31EV6 

Sid Walker (Nature Conservation Coundil of NSW) 
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SAVING ALL OF AUSTRALIA'S NAtIVE FORESTS IS A 
SCIENTIFIC IMPERATIVE 
Background paper for NSW Nature Conservation Council Executive 
meeting Friday 14th June 1996. By Tom McLoughlin BSC(zoo), 
natural environment' campaigns FoE Sydney. 

RECOMMENDATION: That NSW NCC review its 
forest conservation and wood products industry 
policy and t9 reject the vision' of an ongoing native 
forest logging industry. 	That this matter be 
deferred to the July meeting of the NCC executive. 

Recently Milo Dunphy was awarded an honburary 
doctorate in science. A few months before Milo died he 
said on ABC Radio 2BL: 

"Oh I mean why have the, forests disappeared from the 
agenda. 	We 	have 	to 	save 	all 	our 	natural forest, 	not 
just 	the 	old 	growth 	forests, 	not just 	the best 	of 
the 	old 	growth 	forests, 	but 	all 	our 	native 	forests 
that, still 	remain 	have 	to 	be 	saved. 	Your not 	hearing 
that from 	either of the major parties and there's a need 
for a sweeping movement across Australia 	to throw out 
any politicians 	that 	won't save 	the 	remaining forests. 
We've destroyed half, 	sorry two thirds of our native 
forest 	including . three 	quarters 	of our 	rainforest 
already." 	Feb 1996 Richard Glover Program. 

Tilting at windmills? 	The following, environment groups 
also support Milo's proposition (in bold above) - ACF, TWS, 
Environment Victoria, Rainforest Conservation Society, 
Friends of the Earth, Sydney, Jill Redwood (East Gippsland 
TWS) . In addition most fofest campaign groups in 
Australia oppose current industrial scale native forest 
logging while in theory not opposing native forest, logging 
per se (eg Native Forest Network (Tim Cadnian), FoE 
Australia). 	Further, the comprehensive Resource 
Assessment Council Forest & Timber Inquiry Report 1992 
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stated the Council was unable to find even one 
ecologically sustainable example of. native fprest logging.. 

The following scientists have all gone on record stating 
positions either directly in support of halting all native 
forest logging or something very like it e.g. 

Prof Michael Archer - our reserves are so small they pose a 
•risk of becoming death traps for mammalian species. 
Dr Aila Keto - anyone who supports the continuation of 
native forest logging doesn't understand the science 
Prof Harry Recher - we should stop the clearing of all 
native vegetation. 

We all know aràs like the Coolangubra "Wilderness" needs 
restoration to be niade intact again. 	To accept native 
forest logging in some form undermines the forest 
restoration campaigns to be waged Over the next few 
decades for places like Coolangubra. 

NCC's policy, which I understand is some 5 years old, is 
too weak on the pdint of native forest logging. Impacts of 

loss of food 	sOurces 	for endangered 	fauna 
loss of wildlife 	corridors or 	intactness 
loss of preferred 	reserve shape 
loss of insect habitat and potentially insect species 
damage to forest micro-climate 
damage to micro-fauna and flora (e.g. fungus) 
soil pulverisation, erosion and lower fertility 
other effects 

are all implicated in native forest logging. 

Currently ihere is a provisionally agreed vision for the 
timber industry in NSW including environmentalists, 
union, industry and government. 	That document states 
near the top support for an industry base4 on native 
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forest 'and also plantation in that order. 	Tucked away 
near the end is a stateniçnt that industry will be based 
primarily on plantation. 	This is unsatisfactory. 

Leading resource economist 	Dr 	Judy 	Clark 	states 	that 	it 	is 
naive 	to 	thiAk 	Australia's 	native 	forest industry 	can 
dperate at 	a 	low voluhie because 	if and 	when 	domestic 
industry cracks the 	international 	value added 	market 	then 
consumption by the 	rest 	of 	the 	world (eg 	for 	furniture) 
will 	be endless. This 	threat 	is 	already materialising 	- 	 see 
article attached from 	the 	Australian. 

Also attached to this paper is a two page article by Tim 
Cadman on the risks involved in giving eco-labels to 
domestic iia'tive forest timber. 	He states in. the lat 
paragraph: 

"In additto*i to the obvious need to reduce consumption 
f native forest timbers, other alternatives need, to be 

seriously cons idered. 	These should include plantation 
timbers, bamboo, hemp, and the other suite of 
alternatives. 	The use of the [alternatives] will not' 
impoverish native forests and clearly pitt the debate 
where it belongs:' on the farm and out of the woods." 

End. 
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GRASSROOTS DEBATE 

Timber Certification: 

Eco-Label or EW-Libel? 
Regardless of whether one supports the logging of native forests or not, there is a great deal to be 
concerned about within the growing debate on .eco-labelling of wood products 	- 

On first impression, it seems there is 
nothing to worry about; the establish-
ment of the international Forest 
Stewardship Council in 1992 indicated 
that the èonservation movement was 
coming to grips with this thorny issue. 
The FSC consists of a General 
Assembly of two chambers: the first 
with a 25% yoting block and rçpre-
senting economic and timber interests; 
the second comprising social and envi-
ronmental groups. 

So, what's the problem if 
the Council is skewed in 
favour of the environment? 
A close, examination, of the 
'FSC's Principles reveals that 
there are areas for concern. 
At the outset, plantations 
were not even considered; 
instead they were tacked on 
as a Draft Principle. Within an 
Australian context this is important, as 
most forest groups recognise the sig 
nificance of plantations as an impor-
tant interim step in reducing the 
impacts of industrial forestry on 
native forest ecosystems. By transfer-
ring industry into plantations, the 
debate becomes one, of appropriate 
agricultural practice, not habitat, bio-
diversity, old growth, wilderness, and 
the rest. While man'y countries have 
very real fears of Ølantations - 
Greex)peace New Zealand's The 
Plantation Effect is an eloquent testimo-
ny - the FSC from the beginning 
entrenched itself in native forest log-
giñg. Plantations don't just have to be 
tree farms; they can be street trees, 
sewage farms, or land restorers. 

This decision is reflected in the prin-
ciples that FSC member groups have 
agreed to - many detailing "manage-
ment" of native forests. One of the 
undoubtable strengths of the timber 
industry has been its successful cap-
ture of a broad range of terms, chang-
ing their meaning to subvert public 
opinion: wise use of sustainable resources 
is a good example of industry speak 
for clearfell, burn, lay wiIdlfe poison and 
spray herbicide. The language of the 

FSC Principles are couched in such 
terms: 

"The forest management operatioiis shall 
encourage the efficient use of the forest's 
multiple products and services to ensure 
economic ,piability and a 'wide ranke  of 
social and environmental benefits." 

This could easily 'be mistaken for 
the Mission Statement of Forestry 
Tasmania! This is of course to pick one 
principle in isolation, but from a Deep 
Ecology perspective, such language is 
repugnant; the forest is a living, 
breathing being, not a resource. - 

What message does this give to the 
global timber industry? It is an invita-
tion for abuse. There is no doubt that 
the industry is deeply concerned  

about its environmental image and is 
quite prepared to shamelessly exploit 
any break it gets. One only has to read 
Boral's May 1995 announcement that 
it will be seeking accreditation under 
Scientific Certification Systems (an 
FSC affiliated body). It doesn't stand a 
chance, but what the heck, there's no 
harm inputting itin a press release, 
and telling concerned shareholders. 
This shameless exploitation is appar-
ent in the role Canada (and Australia) 

has played in its attempts to 
promote existing forest 
practices as being worthy of 
receiving environmental 
certification under the 
International Organisation 
of Standardisation (ISO) 
14001, "Labelling of Forest 

- Products". 	Australian 
industry for one has sought 

to make claims of purity by associa-
tion: 

"The connection between ISO 14001 and 
the FSC scheme is that the latter provides 
the operational targets for sustainable for-
est management While the environmental 
management system ensures that the taN 
gets are achieved." 

So says National Forests and Timber, 
the industry journal of Van Dieman 
Consultants, one of North Forest 
Product's public relations associates. 
Phrases like this appear throughout a 
number of the Federal Government's 
National Forest Policy processes, par-
ticularly the so-called JANIS reports, 
generated by the Department of 
Primary industry and Energy. 

"On an ecological level, the scientific 
community is still 'out to lunch' as to 
whether any extraction of timber from 

native forests is sustainable." 
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ECO-LABELLING 

Fortunately, 	Australia 	and 
Canada's push for ratification of ISO 
14001 as an "eco-labl" (Canadian 
forest industries' own terminology) 
was defeated at a Commission for 
Sustainable Development meeting in 
Oslo in June 1995. There is a lesson to 
be learned from this use of language. 
The global timber industry is out to 
confuse and subvert, and the envi-
ronmental movement should avoid 
confusing the public further as to 
who are the greenies and who are the 
pigs, to paraphrase George Orwell. 

On an ecological level, the scientific 
community is still "out to lunch" as 
to whether any extraction of timber 
from native forests is"sustainable". It 
certainly impacts on the forest 
ecosystem; US Forest Service research 
has shown that the removal of even a 
few trees from an area can lead to 
increased water run off and stream 
sedimentation, simply through lack 
of absorption. 

"Eco-forestry" management tech-
niques can also vary greatly, while 
still theoretically adhering to FSC 
principles. The Tamanian company, 
Pro-Silva for instance, advocates the 
German technique of "single-stem  

management" and recdmmends for-
est access through "laneways". Such 
activities can lead to increased intro-
duction of weeds and may even be 
structurally damaging; wet eucalypt 
forest does not regenerate particular-
ly well in the absence of fire, and 
removing individual trees may sim-
ply degrade the ecosystem. 
"Management" of native forests 
should be acknowledged for what it 
is: a proit-makin, open-ended experi-
ment. 

There is a belief that if only forestry 
guidelines can be improved, timber 
can continue tobe supplied from 
native forests indefinitely. Many eco-
foresters would agree, however, that 
current levels cannot be maintained. 
Given that Australia is an industrial 
society, how then can it continue to 
consume industrial quantities of tim-
ber from native forests? If eco-
forestry cannot provide the alterna-
tive, then its advocates should accept 
that they are seeking to satisfy a spe-
cialty market, and as such are simply 
another sector of the native forest log-
ging industry, albeit preferable. How 
long will it be before eco-sawmillers 
will be demanding their own form of 
"Resource Security"? 

What then is the solution to this 
issue? If eco-labelling is to receive 
environmental support, labelling 
bodies most be clearly separated 
from the rapacious and cynical grip, 
of the native forest logging industry. 
Meetings in 1995 with members of 
the die-hard native forest industry 
goups, the Victorian Association of 
Forest Industries, and the Forest 
Industries Association of Tasmania 
left many conservation groups suspi-
cious of the motives of the FSC in 
Australia. 

International environment groups 
who have endorsed the FSC need to 
be aware that they cannot override 
the very sincere concerns of more 
specialsed local groups. In addition 
to the obvious need to reduce con-
sumption of native forest timbers, 
otheralternatives need to be serious-
ly considered. These should include 
plantation timbers, bamboo, hemp, 
and the other suite of alternatives. 
The use of the latter will not impov-
erish native forests and clearly put 
the debate where it belongs: on the 
farm and out of the Woods. 

Tim Cadman 

NFN Southern Hemisphere 

What Is The Native Forest Network? 

MISSION 

PHILOSOPHY 

The Native Forest Network isa Global Autonomous 
Collective of Forest Activists, Indigenous Peoples 
and Non-Government Organisations. It functions 
on a consensus basis, and is non-hierarchical, non-
patriarchal and non-discriminatory on grounds of 
race, culture, gender, class or species. 

To Protect the Earth's remaining Native Forests, be they 
Temperate or otherwise, to ensure they can survive, 
flourish and maintain their evolutionary potential. 

GoALs 
To ensure the maintenance of biodiversity and ecolog-

ical integrity; 
To recognise the rights of indigenous people .and for-

est dwellers and to ensure that cultural values of ecosys-
tems are identified and protected 

To ensure the maintenance of ecological productivity. 
of natuial and modified ecosystems for the benefit of all 
species 
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NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL I  OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

• FOREST POLICY  -4 ~'6ctober  D1991 

This policy was agreed to at the Annual Conference of the NCC in October 1991. 
Some adjustments to wording have been referred to the Executive of the Council, but 
the substance of the policy has been approved. 

1.0 DEFINITION 
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of the forest ecosystem, including dominant vegetation, understorey and ground cover 
strata, forest floor litter, soil microflora and vertebrate and invertebrate 
ía u n a. 

Native forests include eucalypt forests, river red gum forests, rainforess, woodlands 
and mangroves and estuarine forests. 

Plantations are a preferred source of timber and wood products. 

2.0 PRINCIPLES 

2.1 	Native forests, regardless of whether they are on public or private land, must 
be retained as a living entities which have the following values, in that forests: 

	

* 	 are important sources of biodiversity (ecosystems genetic and 
species diversity); 

	

* 	 are important ecological systems which carry out essential 
biological functions such as seed dispersal, pollination and 
recycling of nutrients; 

	

* 	 provide a large biomass to act as a carbon store and as a major 
source of climatic regu!ation; 

	

* 	 protect the soil and water systems from degradation; 

	

* 	 have aesthetic appeal for inspiration, recreation and tourism; 

have been the major source of timber and wood as well as paper 
products. 
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There is a high degree of inter-relatedness between the above factors. 

2.2. The preferred form of protection for native forests is through the declaration of 
National Parks, Nature Reserves and Wilderness Areas. Viable samples of 
every type of forest should be represented in National Parks and NatUre 
Reserves and park boundariés.should be based on ecological, water catchment 
and landscape parameters. 

	

2.3 	The State Forests and Crown Land Forest Reserves are held in trust by the 
State Government for the people of NSW and not for the timber industry alone. 

2.4 . Timber extraction from native forests, where permitted, must be carried out on 
an ecologically sustainable basis. 

	

2.5 	In the short term,.the quantitative demand for native forest based timber can 

be reduced by 

* 	reassessing the need for timber and paper products; 

* 	an increase in recycling of wood and paper products; 

* 	exploring alternative sources for pulpmill feedstock: 

* 	reducing the use of paper products. 

	

2.6 	In the long term, plantations should be the major source of new timber and 
wood products. As a matter of urgency, funding should be made available for 
plantations, and plantation management plans should be developed. 

	

2.7 	It is preferable to use timber, as a renewable resource, 
in the constructiOn industry, as opposed to iron, concrete, plastic and other 
materials from non-renewable sources, provided that the timber is obtained 

- 

	

° 2.8 	While-forests remain the rnajor-source-of-woodpulP -fOf-MPefl9é principles of 

minim isation of paper use (e.g. in packaging) and the maxim isation ofrecycling 
of paper products must be viewed alongside any forest policy. 

3.0 POLICY OBJECTIVES 

	

3.1 	To gain recognition of the values of the native forests. 

	

3:2 	To protect forest areas of high conservation, from being logged as timber or 
cleared for farmland, mining, roads or urbanisation. 
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3.3 	To advocate for a timber-industry which is ecological ly sustainable i.e. where 
the rate at ?vhich timber is harvested equals the rate at which it is replaced, wiTh- 
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3.4 	To develop a set of guidelines for the management of State forests which will 
serve as a model for the control and management of private forestry, as well 
as other forests on public lands. 

	

3.5 	To retain all Crown Forests in public owpership. 

4.0 CONSERVING NATIVE FORESTS 

Between 60% and 80% of NSW native forests have been cleared or severely modified 
since white settlement of NSW. Less than 5% of NSW is left in a wilderness state. 

The native forests in NSW are being degraded by enciironmentally unsustainable and 
intensive logging regimes. Biological data is incomplete and environmental impact 
assessments in many areas are inadequate. 

The Nature Conservation Counôil of NSW calls for: 

	

4.1 	Logging and clearing of all forests of high conservation value to be phased out. 

	

4.2 	Forests in NSW should, as a matter of urgency, be assessed as to their relative 
conservation values so that all remaining forests of high conservation ialue can 
be declared National Park, Nature Reserve or Wilderness. 

Specifically, to.eriable the conservation of representative areas of forests and 
woodlands, assessment on both private and public linds should include: 

/ 

4.2.1 the remaining forests in the Western Slopes of NSWsuch as cypress 
and ironbark; 

4.2.2 the forests and woodlands of the Western Division of NSW; 

Y' 	4.2.3 the river red gum forests of the Murray-Darling River System: 

/ . 	4.2.4 mangroves and other estuarine forests.  

4 	While the assessment as per 4.2 above, is being carried out there should be 
V 	 an immediate moratorium on logging, bu?ning, clearing, roading and grazing in 

V > O 	areas believed to be of high conservation value. 

Q( 	4 	Specific types of forest which hould be conserved by being transferred to the X .
" 

fr3control of the National Parks & Wildlife Service of NSW include: 

r' 	 . 
4.4.1 Representative samples of Eucalyptus camaldulensi (river red gums); 

4.4.2 The.remaining forests of high conservation value in t e South east Y 
NSW; in accordance with their full ecological, wilderness, 	ural, 
Aboriginal heritage and recreation significance: 	 . 



4.4.3. All remaining extensive stands of significant rainforest in public 
ownership; 

4.4.4 Mangrove and estuarine forests of high conservation value. 

	

4.5 	As a general principle, all old growth forests must be protected from logging. 
(Forests which have been logged should also be managed from a wildlife 
perspective.) Specific types of forest should be conserved and protected from 
logging: 

4.5.1 Marginal, understorey and riverine rainforest; 

4.5.2 Wet scIerohyll forests which have a predominantly rainforest over or 
under storey; 

4.5.3 All significant rainforest areas such as those listed by the Australian 
Heritage Commission on the Register or Interim Register of the National 

Estate; 

4.5.4 All forest areas listed by the Australian Heritage Commission on the 
Register or Interim Register of the National Estate, for their nature, soil 
or water conservation values. 

	

4.6 	Specific types of forest should be conserved and protected from clearing: 

4.6.1 Forest areas (other than those specified. in 4.4 above) listed by the 
Australian Heritage Commission on the Register or Interim Register of 
the National Estate; 

4.6.2 Native vegetation bordering perennial and non-perennial watercourses. 

	

4.7 	Native forests should not be locked up. by means of Resource Security 
Legislation. 

	

4.8 	Decisions that forests are of 'low conservation value" must be made with 
effective public participation and in consultation with the conservation 
movement and with Other relevant conservation-orientated government 
departments. 

5.0 MANAGING NATIVE FORESTS 

There is strong evidence that the native state forests of NSW are mismanaged as 
cited in the 1991 report into the NSW Forestry Commission by the NSW Parliamentary 
Public Accounts Comm ittee. 

The Forestry Act 1916 is seriously in need of amendment. The interpretation of the 
Act by the Forestry' Commission of NSW has led to lack of adherence to the NSW 
Environment Protection and Offences Act and the NSW Freedom of Information Act. 



5.1 	Forests may be categorised on the criteriQn of usage, in several ways. 
Regardless of the primary use of a forest, conservation of native forests should 
be the primary objective. 

5.2 	The Forestry Act shou!d be amended to ensure that the regulations apply to 
privately owned, native forest., Management practices and proposed 
development should be authorised by the same body which manages the 
region's public native forest and that body should have adequate powers of 
inspection and enforcement (subject to an SEPP, see point 5.4.7 below). 

5.3 	There should be effective public participation in decision making for the 
management of native forests with input into the terms of reference of 
management plans and with regular opportunity for review and public comment. 

5.4 	Government should develop land management policies: 

5.4.1 to promote the survival of rainforésts in NSW; 

5.4:2 to embark or an appropriate rairfcrest 	utator program, with due LI 

consideration to genetic integrety and elocogical procéssess; 

5.4.3 to create significant buffer zones adjacent to National Parks and Nature 
Reserves to preserve the conservation qualities on the perimeters of the 
protected areas; 

5.4.4 to include prOvision for forest links (wild life corridors) connecting native 
forest reserved as National Parks and Native Reserves; 	- 

5.4.5 to control and eradicate exotic species, with special reference to willows 
and pines escaping from plantations, and including feral animals; 

5.4.6 to implement a program of restoration of forests where the forest types 
exist in damaged or modified forms only; 

5.4.7 to protect forests and woodlands on private lands by the implementtiOn 
of a State Environment Planning Policy (SEPP Forests and Woodlands). 

5.5 	The role of local gOvernment in the prevention of deforestation should be 
strengthened by means of !ocal environmental plans. 

5.6 Greater use should be made of Conservation Orders by the NSW Heritage 
Council and Preservation Orders by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

5.7 	All draft management plans should be public dopuments and no action should 
be taken to implement a management plan until all conflicts are resolved. 'All 
management plans should be monitored and subject to regular public review. 



6.0 FOREST INDUSTRIES FROM NATIVE FORESTS 

Intensive togging is currently taking place in such a way that once the old growth large 
trees have been removed, progressively younger and younger trees are being logged. 
The net result is that the forest is not given time to replace itself. Logs from native 
forests are being sold well below their market value, and with no regard for the true 
value of the trees. 

6.1 	Forest industries should be managed with regard to their ecological integrity 

6.2 	Prices .obtained for native forest timber must be reassessed in the light of the 
true costs of the timber. Sales of timber should be carried out by competitive 
bidding for wood lots with an appropriate floor price which would recover the 
economic and environmental costs of production. The profits of sales of native 
timber should be directed to the public.purse. Where the market price is not 
high enough to cover the true costs of the timber the option of not selling the 
timber should be favoured. 

-. .,L. 	 tI:.,,rr-r.e.r r' irk as catchment 6.3 	With some exceptions, 	, 
rehabilitation, all subsidies to the Forestry Commission and subsidies and 
inducements to the industry shoyld be phased out. 

6.4 	Low conservation value naflve forssts shoud be logged on a long rotation 
selective regime (100 . 150 years) to supply specialty sawlogs. Selective 
logging should take into account the protection of wildlife, soil erosion and Water 
catchment. 

6.5 	Low conservation native forests may also be harvested by the removal of 
silvicultural thinnings from regrowth forests. 

6.6 	Native timber which is harvested from low conservation areas, should still be 
considered as a high value resource, and, as such, should he used for high 
value products only and, not for woodpulp or woodchip. 

6.7 	The sawmill industry should be restructured to enable the use of smaller logs 
thereby preserving older, larger trees in old growth forest. 

6.8 Government funded research should be expanded 

* 	to include the assessment of the economic potential for high value 
products from native trees; 

* 	to facilitate a better understanding of ecologically sustainable 
management of Australian native forests; 

* 	to cover investigative research into the promotion of alternate methods 
of sawmill production to increase yield; and 

* 	to investigate and promote the use of saw logs on land being cleared for 
residential, agricultural or industrial development. 



The findings of such research should be freely available to the public. 

7.0 PLANTATIONS 

Planations, preferably of mixed species, indigenous trees, are seen as a preferred 
source of timber for wood and paper products. Plantations are a long term agricultural 
crop, therefore viewed as part of an agricultural, as well as a forestry policy. Prior to 
planting, research on the full environmental impacts of plantations of single species 
and/or of exotic species must be carried out, to ensure that limits can be set and 
placed on environmental degradation as a result of the development of plantations. 

7.1 	In order to reducethe demands on native forests, and to meet a reasonable 
demand for wood and paper products, plantations of indigenous and exotic 
species should be established, .provided that neither existing native forests nor 
woodlands are cleared for this purpose. 

7.2 	More specifically, there should be native hardwood plantations on both public 
and private land. 

7.3 	Government funded research on plantations of local native species, and on 
mixed species plantations should be expanded. 

7.4 	Pricing of plantation timber should be sufficiently low to be an attractive 
economic alternative to native timber: 

7.5 	Long term planning is required so that the transition can occur from native to 
plantation sources. 

8.0 AGROFORESTRY 

Agroforestry is defined as being a land management practice which combines 
cultivation and harvesting of trees, together with other agricultural pursuits, to diversify 
agricultural production and/or promote sListainable production. 

8.1 	Funds should be made available for the research and implementation of 
• agroforestry systems in overcoming the problem of land and ecosystem 

degradation. 

8.2 	More funds should be allocated by the Federal and State Governments for 
programs sucft as aT rees on  Farmsu.  An emphasis on planting should be 
replaced with an emphasis on regeneration and the use o; locally indigenous 
species and locally collected seeds. 

9.0 VALUE-ADDED INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES 

The present mode of woodchip and pulp manufacturing causes land water and air 
degradation on a massive scale. The clearfelling of forests to supply woodchips and 



the burning of commercially unwanted elements ofthe forest, are contributing to the 
net increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. In addition, clearfelling impacts on 
the wildlife; soil and water quality and on the aesthetic qualities of the landscape. 

9.1 	Export wood chipping shoUld be phased out by 1996. 

9.2 	the development and dperation of pulp and paper mills should be permitted, 
only if it can be proved that the operation of such mills has no significant 
cumulative impact on the environment. 

9.3 	Legislation should be introduced requiring that newspaper production uses a 
fixed percentage of recycled paper pulp, this percentage increasing by an 
agreed increment each year. 

9.4 	Until research and development provides viable alternative feedstocks, 
feedsiock for woodchipping should be derived only from plantation timber and 
regrowth thinnings from previously clearfeUed forests. 

9.5 	More ianca resources shcud be c!tocctod to research nto a!ternatk'e 
sources of pulp, such as cotton "linters". wheatstraw or bagasse. There should 
also be more research into other annual crops for use as pulpmill feedstock. 

10: INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN FOREST PRODUCTS 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW takes the position that Australia, as well as 
looking after its own native forests, should not take part in any actions which collude 
with the destruction of high conservation value forests in oth9r countries. 

10.1 There should be a ban on the import of all rainforest timbers other than those 
derived on a proven sustainable ecological basis. 

10.2 There should be no rainiorest timbers in Government funded or commissioned 
buildings, unless the rainforest timbers are recycled, obtained from plantations 
or from forests managed on a proven sustainable ecological basis. The private 
sector should be strongly encouraged to follow suit. 

10.3 No Australian overseas aid should be given for projects which contribute to the 
destruction of native forests other countries. All Australian aid projects lhat 
may impact on overseas native forest ecosystem should be subject to the 
environmental assessment process developed by AIDAB I  with the process 
being open to comment by the Australian public. 

10.4 Australia should give financial assistance to developing cpuntries so that they 
can attain an ecologically sustainable forest industry. 

10.5 Australia should ratify the I nternatior!,aI Tropical Timber Agreement and join the 
International Tropical Timber Organisation. 
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Fcrthe first time, Australia is to take a co-ordinated national approach to the sustainable management and use of 
Australia's forests. The Statement outlines a vision of Australias forests and Forest industries into the next 
century. The cornerstone of the vision is the principle of ecologic4' sustainable development. 

The Statement has been prepared by Commonwealth, State and Territory officials under the auspices of the 
Australian Forestry Council and the Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council, and has yet 
to be endorsed by Governments. 

THE FOUCJESATA GLANCE 

Fotest Conse,vetion 

Two principal objectives outlined in the Statement are the makflenance of a permanent forest estate in 
AustralIa and the protection of natureconservatlon V Iuesinforestsy- -- 	-- - 	.....--.....-. 

1.1 Adequate nature'Con1drVation reserves 

It Is Important that Austraka protects and manages conservation values In forests. This will be acSeed 
by: 
• deternilnation of agreed olterla for a comprthenstve and representative reservation system; 
• establishment of a comprehensive network of secure and representative reserves, supported by 

complementary management outsIde resents; 
• adequate resources for forest reserve management; 
• further deveioping management plans for reserves to ensure protection of conservation and heritage 

1.2 Protection of oW.growth and wilderness values through a transition strategy 

A transition strategy has been agreed wttich will conserve and manage forests with old-growth and 
wfldeiness vMues by: 

ensuring that a representative reserve system of forests with old-growth values and wilderness areas 
bit place by the end of 1995, caTçlemcnted by sustainable management outside reserves. 

1.3 Ecclog!calfr sjstainable ftrest management 

Ecolaglcaly sustainable management of native forests and plantations will be )ven effect through: 
• further developing and applying codes of practice for all commedal and hlglt impact usns 
• avoiding or limiting clearing of public native forests to cases wbere national and regional conservation 

objectives and catchrnent management thjecth.vs are not conçroflse4 	. 
• encourang sustainable management of private native Sests 
• rraaging unallocated and leased Oow,i land consistent with ecok4cauy  sustainable practices. 

1.4 Adequate lb,est protection 

Protection of the conservation and wnrncrclal values of forests will necessitate: 
• adth-esskig tireats to forests from disease, pests, fre and pathogens 
• strict guldelnes for use of agriculturd and veterinary ctienicals 
• adequate quarantine measwes against bitrockiction of plant cisees and pests; 
• monitoring and control of feral animals and exotic plants. 

Wood Production and industry Development 

Sustainable econorric use of native forests and plantations Is a major objective outHned in the Statement. 
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2.7 Promotion of efficient use and value adding industries 

The benefit to the community from using multiple purpose fcwests for wood production can be Increased 
through efficient use of wood by in&Jguy and value-adding forest products industries. This will be achieved 
by: 

• cooperative arrangements between Governments aimed at prthãding certainty and security to Industry 
so that It can make significant long term Investments in value-ad&g projects; 

• lilting export controls on private and public plantation woops, subject to satisfactory codes of 
practice; 

• following comprehensive forest assessments, the Cornmuwealth will consider longer term export 
licence approvals; 

• providing domestic processors with the first opportunity to use pulpwood from native Forests to 
facilitate domestic value adcilng processing; 

• adoption of the national en*onmental guldellies for new bleadied eucalypt loaft puiprnills; 
• rSewing ext1ng undon provisions for recycled paper. 

2.2 StnJCtUYSJ assistance and improving international competitiveness 

The forest and forest products industries need to be InternatlonJy catipetitive and adjust constantly to 
changing consumer preferences, market conditions and the avallaty and quality of wood resource, This 
will be assisted by. 
S promoting industry development initiatives of Governments, inthadlng participation in the Best Practices 

Program; 
• structural adjustment assistance shodd resource be with*awn by Governments. 

2.3 Improving employment opportunities, labour productivity and safety 

There are important regional and local employment effects of wood production and processing. Increased 
labour prothictMty is irrportant for Enpro4ng Ittry effidency. This 	be pursued by: 
• continued sldils tçgaclng, workplace reform and occupational health and safety programs. 

Wood pricing and allocation 

The pricing and allocation system for wood from public native forests has a major bearing on Industry 
performance and cuutwnity retums. Appropriate poacles will be ad*vcd by: 
• further developing pricing and allocation systems which are nwket based and allow transferability of 

rights, a fair return to the crri.atity and promote the most efficient use of resowces 
• revised accounting procedures to reflect costs associated with wood infliction and conniunity seMees. 

Integrated Deàlslcn MakIng and Management 

It Is lnortant to ensure that Governments have access to the same information and consider Issues 
cionairrently rather than seq.sentiy to avoid duplication and fratnition in decision maWng. This will be 
adileved W. 
• implementing land use decision-making processes agreed in the context of the intergovernmental 

Agreement on the En*aiment; 
• Integrated management of conservation and commercial uses of ferestv 
• development of regional management plans by forest management agencies, consulting with regional 

organisations and the cannunity. 

4. Private Native Forests 

The management of forests in private owiersh½, Is integral to aciisng the objectives for the management 
of the native forest estate. This will be achieved by: 
• future land development being in line with soundly-based regional conservation and development 

stratee; 
• encouraging the appication of Codes of Practice covering wood puduction and other uses; 
• the provision of incentives, Information and technical advice to enwirage conservation; 
• promotion of sustaineble.fwest management through Landcare guips; 
• land deanna contra and/or other measures to encourage fast geteñtS. 

2.4 

3. 
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£ Plantations 

Plantations can provide a wide range of corranercial, environmental and aesthetic benefits to the community. 
Plantation development will be facilitated by: 
• reviewing the taxation treatment of plantations; 
• prosislon of extension services; 
• development of demonstration plantations on farms; 
• tree breeding and research pco-am 
• slmpHlng approval processes; 

Water Suppty and Catchment Management 

The value to the community of a reliable. N- quality water supply is very great. Water quality will be 
maintained by: 
o the promotion of Integrated catchment imnaganmit among public and private forest owiess. 

PublIc Awareness and Invotwement 

Forest management agencies manage public forests on behalf of the community. It Is important that these 
agencies are accountable to the coninunity for their stewardship of the contwnity's assets. This will be 
achieved by: 

• improve cèmmunity awareness of forest management and conservation throuthh forest Information 
facilities and schod education Otiadv 

• puSic Involvement in land use decision making. 
• producing "state of the forests" reviewi every five rars for puWic inlxmatIon on forest management; 

TowIsm Recreation 

In an increasingly competitive totaist maket, Australia's natural environment Is a major attraction for 
domestic and overseas visitors. Tosatm and recreation will be enhanced by: 
• developing an ecotourism strategy for Australia wmfrtg tourist use of AustralIa's forests; 
• International marketing of forest-bed twrisn 
• providing appropriate lnfrastntcture and visitor facilities; 
• iwreaslng ecototirism re!ated research and rnonitabig the inpact of tourismand recreation. 

Research and Development 

An enhanced, better coordinated and loaassed research and development effort Is lrrcrtatt to the future of 
AustraJia's Forests and fOrest Industries. INS will be achieved by. 
• establishment of a Forest and Wood Prothicts Pnearth and Developinent Corporation, adthional research 

into conservation and environrrwS aspects of forests and plantations research; 
• continued support for the national ps4rnMI research pragn. 

70. MtamatSwl ResponslbWtln 

As a world leader In developing sustainable forest management, forest practices and community 
involvement in forestry. Australia will continue to be a model for the conservation and sustainable use of 
forests. This will reqäe 
• promoting sustthnable forest management internationally: 
• contkiuing the development of an intentional ageement on forests. 

Public comments on the draft National Forest Policy Statement are Invited prior to the 
finalisatlon of the Statement for consideration by Governments. Details on where to send 
C.,.,,a%t5 are included at the back of the Statement. 



0 ACF Austral!an Conervation Foundation (ARB.N. 007 498 482) 
346 Gore Street, Fitzroy;Victoria 3065 
Telephone (03) 416 1166,416 1455 F: (03) 416 0767 
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20May 1992 	
. 	

H 

To: ACF Offices 
Relevant ACF Branches 
State Conservation Councils 
Forest conservation campaign organisations 

Dear Forest Campaigners, . 

RE: RAC FORESTS REPORT & NATIONAL FORESTS POLICY 

Please, find enclosed for your information documents relating to the 
Resource Assessment commission forests and timber inquiry report, 
and the National Forests Policy currently being prepared b9 the 
Commonwealih. 

The Foundation is currently responding' to the issuesraised, escialIy 
in relation' to proposed government administration of forests. 

We would welcome 'any feedback on the material' enclosed. Please 
contact myelf or Margaret McDonald or Jamie Pittock at the above 
nu mber. . 

Regads, 

Michael Krock(iiberger 
Biodiversity Program Coordinator 



RAC tnstitbjtioflEtl Recommendations' 

National Forests Council 

That is ámèrging of the two present ministerial councils, AEC 
(forestry) and ANZECC (environment).. EnviroflfllentM,iflister Kelly is 
opposed to the concept, primarily on the grounds that ANZECC deals 

with far more than forest issues. 	 - 

Positives: 

* Integration.of environmental and development aspects 
* Environment ministers become involved in development 

decisions from the onset 
* Token recon'tmendation that interest 'group consultation occur 

* More thorough emphasis on forest issues 
* More aspects of forest issues would be on the agenda under 

the RAC'propQsal 	. 

Negatives: 

* Integration at the cost of development interests prevailifl9 

* Development ministers become involved in conservation 

decisions,f.rom the onset 
* Development ministers are generally more powerful hence the 
conservation agenda can be defeated from' the onset 
* ANZECCdeals with far more than forests, yet forest. 
development ministers would become part of the whole council 
* Over-full agends for, meetings may compromise conservation 

goals 

ACE is likely to reject this recommendation. 

Australian Forests Research and Development Authority 

Positives: 

* possibly increased conervation emphasis in forestry 

research 
* possible token funding to conservation groups 
* More industry funding for rsearch 
* Reduction in dUplication' in funding and effort 
* Possible additional forest ecology research 

* May make plantations more viable 

'Negatives: 

* DPIE or NEC would control agenda 
* Emphasis on forest researôh rather than forest ecology 

: * .st ructure  and composition unclear - would probably be 

stacked against conservation 	- 
'* May make native forest logging more viable : 
*,Likeiy to result in research in regrowth silvicultural 



treatment, eg Young Eucalypt program 

/ ACE is likely to reject this recommendation, however further 
consideration would need tobe given. 

/ 	
AUstralian Forest Product Develbpment and Marketing Corporation 

Positives: 

* May make plantations more viable 
* Industry.would pay 

Negatives: 	 - 	 -- -. 

• 	 May make natiye forest logging more viable 
• 	* May open export markets for native, forest products 

ACE's position on this recommendation would have to await further 
details on how such a body would-work. 

Department of Renewable Resources 	- 	- 

Positives:  

* Integration of environmental and development aspects. 
tOne -  minister must consider environmental aspects of 

-. 	development decisions from the onset 
* More information is available to the Minister from the. 
-onset  

Negati'tes: 	- 

* Integration at the cost of development interests prevailing 
* Conservation would become only one issue the department 
Would considei- 
* It is highly likely to-become a stronger OPIE with DASET 
losing some of its functions 
* A possible contradiction: the same department advocating 
protection of the environment and exploitation of it (if 
exploitation is always ecologically -sustainable this would 
not be a problem, however in practice things May well be 
different)  
*-Critical issues would be dealt with at a lowr- level, of 
decision-making, ie by bureaucrats rather than by Cabinet 

ACE would reject this proposal. It would lead to a loss of power 
for conservation interests at a departmental level. Integration is- 
far better achieved by an Office of ESO at departthenta-1 -level within 
the bureacracy (eg within the DepartMent of PM and Cabinet). 

Integrated Departments at State Level 

That i, departments such S DCE in - Victoria and CALM in WA where the 
forest development functions and conservation functions have been 
combined into- one - department. - 	 - 	- 



Positives:, 	. -• 	 . 	. 	. . 	 :' 

	

* As per Dep,artmpnt of Renewable Resources 	' . .. 

Negatives: . 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. . . 

*As per Department-of Renewable ResoiJrces 
* At a state level foresters often have seniority over 
conservation, scientists, hence when departments are integrated 
dominate the senior-bureaucracy through power and numbers 
* Biologists' have been censored and edited and stopped from 

speaking out about' issues of. concern. 
*'Critical ièsues would no longer be dealt with ata Cabinet 
level (hençè often in the public arena) but more often by 

s9nior bureaucracy and the sole Minister 

ACE has previously rejected 'integrated departments (thega-departments) 
for the above reasons.. However-empirical evidence suggeèts that 	7. 

forests are in fact not as badly managedin Victoria and WA than in 
NSW' and Tasmania and that the departmnts are marginally more : 
responsive to. progressive ideas. Two questians'flow from this: 

1/ Is 'this because the departments are integrated or is this due to 
- the inflUence.'of other factors, eg political, State Conservation 

Strategies?  

'2/ Have the conservation functions suffered in Vic 'and WA as a 

consequence?  

Further investigation -of integrated departments is required. ACF 
needs inpUt from people with knowledge-across' several -states. NB:'The 
ACF Annual Plan has an aim that states: 'oppose'the CALM and OCE 

stucture as an appropriate model". - 

A better solution than integration may be the corporatisation of the 
softwood sector, put the conservation sector in charge of all public 
lahds and put the forests sector; as a minor sub-agency, into some 

other department, agriculture.  

Land Use Allocation Advisory Bodies at a State Level 

That is, something similar to the Land Conservation council in 

Victoria,  

Positives:. 

	

* A more -systematic approach 'to land use planning 	' 

- *. Community participation in land use planning 	- 
* Information is made available to the public 	- 
*, Public land comes under scrutiny. (thpugh LCC does not 

cover land'in cities or boroughs)'  
.* The level of knowledge abdut public lands is very high:  

- * LcC recommendations have - established a fairly representativeS 

reserve system - 
- 	3. 



* Independent of all qovernment departments 
* Land use planning is regularly reviewed 

.Negat,iVe5: 

* States would be free to establish whatever type of body 
they choose (RAC in.fact recdmmends that it should beleft to 
the States) - some States would establish bodies far inferior 

to the LCC 
Like th? LCC the'tody may lack ecological expertise 

* Like the LCC the body may be dominated by the heads of land 
management departments rather than by scientists and 
community representatives 
* Like the LCC the body may make rec9mmenda.ions it sees as 
the correct compromise rather than one based an scientific 
criteria (hence giving politicians easy options) 
* Like the LOC its bureaucrats may be more cautious in its 
recommendations than even the government (the Victorian 
g'ovrnment has in fact strengthened LCC recommendations 
because they. were, too weak onconservatiofl,measures) 
* Like the LCC• it would probably only apply to public land 
possibly leaving',private land in a more neglected situation 
*. Bad recommendations are hard to overturn 
* Would probably be stacked by mega-departments 

Although. ACF is broadly in favour of LCC-type bodies it would make 
case-by-case assessments of the, bodies proposed to ascertain whether 
they are likely to achieve land-use planning on an ecological basis. 

RAC Recomendations on the National Forest Policy 	- 

RAC has recommended that a National Forest Policy entail the 

following 

* modification and establishment of institutions at State and 

Commonwealth levels; 

* establishment of clear responsiIilities for forest policy and 
planning, within and between aencies at State and càmmonwealth 

levels;. 

* establishment of meàhanisms for coordinationl between agencies and •  

governments where such coordination is necessary; 

use of effective policy instruments to implement forest use policy 

and plans; 	. 	 . 

*'modificati.on and development of mechanisms to facilitate community 
input to forest use decisions and to resolve disputes as they occur. 

(Attached is,a more comprehensive list of what RAC envisages for the 

NFP) 	 ' 	. 	, 	, 	'• 	,. 

It is clear to ACF thatthe NFP as currently being developed 
(whichever version) is grossly defiôient in addressing the issues RAC 

	

.4 	 . 



envisaged 

The..piajot failingsof all ve&sions wé.haveeeh are:  
• 	 . 	 .. 	 . 	 .• 	 •. 	 .. 	 .. 	 •. 	 -• 

isuport for resource security in native.forests  
defactoendorsernent of conversion of native forests to plantations 

via silvicultural treatment 	. 	• 	. 	. 	 .. . 

* downplaying of the role of plantations. . 	. 	
• 

weak.conservition provisions lacking timelines on actioné 
* dwnplaying of the conservatiànreçommendàtiohs of RAC 
* increased deregulation and reduction in government control of 	• 	 -• 

public forest resources: 	 • 	-. . 	. 	. . 	. 

• 	 .- 	 . 	 • 

-. 

5 	 . 	. 	 . 



'ACF'S proposed 'impiovements to the draft National 
Fdrests Policy;.  

May 1992 

The FoundationS belie'es that the draft Strategy can be significantly improved to 
meet. Australia's conservation, employment, timber and other requirements. 
Specifically: 

• The four major improvements should be: 

• 	1. Support for •resource security, for industry only through existing 
plantations or those established on cleared land; 

2:. Prohibition of the coflversion of native forests to plantatibns via use of 
tree breeding, thinning ;  fertilisers, biocides and short rotations 

3: Reèognition and encouragement of the current industry shift'.:W 
plailtations: 50% of our sawn timber already comes from pine plantations 
and plantation output will at least double by the year 2000;. 

4. Stronger conservation, provisions that are more clearly defined, 'eg. 
nationwide controls on clearing of native vegetation, a ban on the sale of 
forested crown land, better commitments . to account for climate change 
impacts, and an extended ràserve network. 	-. 

• The . policy formulation process can be improved by 

sysith'atically adapting Conservation provisions' from, various. rejorts, 'like 
RAC's, in the' context of. a coherent framework, rather than just including 
those provisions' favourable, to industry; 

- seeking, public consultation prior to cabinet endorsement. 

• The tentative reforms in the draft that 'can 'be developed further 
are: 	 , 

- national forestry accounting convention to ensure adequate kublic 
royalties; 	 . 

- 3rd party auditing of and compliance with enviropmental codes; 
- support for research into alternative pulping technologies and fibres; 
- encouragement for plantation development. 

Other areas that should, be improved inctude: 

- protecting remaining old growth forests, rainforests and wilderness areas; 
acknowledging of Aboriginal land and tights; 

- banning chlorine bleaching technologies; . 
• - controlling firewood produàtion; 
- endorsing Comthonweálth intervention where states fail 'to act 

appropriately;  
- redirecting resources' from propaganda to conservation . work;. 

placing environmental rsearch under the control of 'independent , bodies 
'rather than 'forestry industry 'research otganisations;. 

- considering more thoroughly non-timber values of forests' such as - 
recreation.  

MK/JP 



Forestry (Miendiflent) Bill 1992 

A contravention of this clause does not 
invalidate any decision of the committee. 

A reference in this clause to a meeting of 
the committee includes a<reference to a meeting of 
a committee of the commiUtee. 

Effect of certain other Acts 
8. (1) Part 2 of the Public Sector Management Act 
1988 does not apply to or in respect of the 
appointment Of a member of the committee. 
(2) If by or under any other Act provision is 

made: 
requiring a person who is the holder of a 
specified office to devote the whole of his 
or her time to the duties of that office; or 
prohibiting the person from engaging in 
employment outside the duties of that Off ice, 

that provision does not operate to disqualify the 
person from holding that office and also the 
office of a member of the committee or from 
accepting and retaining any remuneration payable 
to the person under this Act as a member of the 
committee. 
(3) The office of a member of the committee is 

not, for the purposes of any Act, an office or 
place of profit under the Crown, 

First meeting of conitteo 
9. The Minister may call the first meeting of the 

committee in such manner as the Director of 
Planning may direct. 

General procedure 
10. The procedure for the calling of meetings of 

the committee and for the conduct of business at 
those meetings is, subject to this Act and the 
regulations, to be as determined by the committee. 

Quorum 
11. The quorum for a meeting of the committee is 

3 members. 

Presiding member 
12. (1) The Chairperson or, in the absence of the 

Chairperson, another member of the committee 
elected to chair the meeting by the members 
present, is to preside at a meeting of the 
committee. 
(2) The person presiding at any meeting of the 

committee has a deliberative vote and, in the 
event of an equality of votes, has a second or 
casting vote. 

B92-702.010 29.4.92 3*21 pm 	 31. 
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Box 17.3 Requirements 
for improved decisions under a national forest 

strategy 

• 	
for development and management of the entire 

Set goals and objectives  
- 	natiónth forest estate. 

• 	Deie cooperative strategies for meeting goals and objectives whereve 

• 	possible. 	 . 

• 	Establish national standards based on the best available data and analytical 

techniques. 

• 	Develop mechanisms at thenatiOnal level to formulate policies and at the 
• regional level to implement thosepolicies. • 

• 	Respect and maintain the autonomy of the states in forest planning and forest 
• management; minimise Commo eaith involvement in state decision making. 

• 
Deviscmechanism.s for the commonwealth to satisfy its statutory obligat.ios 

• whee they impinge on areas of state responsibili. 

• 	Devie and adopt forward-planning mechanisms for determining forest uses; 

minimise reactive decision making. 

• 	Develop and apply instruments for plahning, assessmenc decision making, 

management, regulation nd monitoring. 

• 	Integrate processes and procedures to minimise duplication in situations where 

• 	more than one government has an interest. 

• 	Develop mar,agement smictures that are adaptable to change. 

• 	. Integrate all forest-related cisjon-making f
uIctionsifl,  one administrative 

• body within each government 

• . 	 management decisions on multidisciplinary research of the 
Baseplanning and  
highest professional standard. 

• •• Share planning, development and research costs wheit possible. 

• 	DevelOp mechanisms to allow the public a voice in decisions about the use of a 

• 	public resource. 

• 	
Wherever ppssible, aintain or modify existing structures rather than create 

new institutions. 

• 	Rccognise that them is no one-step solution to the interrelated problerps of the 

forests. 	 .. 	 . 

Source: Resource Assessment commission. 

RAC Forest and . Timbet Inquiry Final Report 1992 



Forestry (Amendment) Bill 1992 

of the member or Chairperson. 

Terms of office 
Subject to this Sche4ule, a member of the 

committee holds office fbr such period (not 
exceeding 5 years) as may be spocif Led in the 
member's instrument of appointment, but is 
eligible (if otherwise qualified). for 
re-appointment. A member of the committee may not 
hold office for more than 3 consecutive terms. 

Remuneration 
A member of the committee is entitled to be 

paid such remuneration (including travelling and 
subsistence allowances) as the Minister may from 
time to time determine in respect of the member. 

Vacancy in office of member 
(1) The office of a member of the committee 

becomes vacant if the member: 
dies; or 
completes a term of office and is not 
re-appointed; or ,  

(C) resigns the office by instrument in writing 
addressed to the Director of Planning; or 
is removed from office by the Director of 
'Planning under this clause or under Part B of 
the Public Sector Management Act 1988; or 
is absent from 4 consecutive meetings of the 
committee of which reasonable notice has been 
given to the member personally or in the 
ordinary course of post, except on leave 
granted by the Director of Planning or 
unless, before the expiration of 4 weeks 
after the last of those meetings, the member 
is excused by the Director of Planning for 
being absent from those meetings; or 
becomes bankrupt, applies to take the benefit 
of any law for the relief of bankrupt or 
insolvent debtors, compounds with his or her 
creditors or makes an assignment of his or 
her remuneration for their benefit; or 
becomea a mentally incapacitated person; or 
is convicted in New South Wales of an offence 
that is punishable by penal servitude or 
imprisonment for 12 months or more or is 
convicted outside New South Wales of an 
offence that, if committed in New South 
Wales, would be an offence so punishable. 
The Director of Planning may remove a member 

of the committee from office at any time. 
without affecting the generality of subclause 

(7), the Director of Planning may remove from 
office a member of the committee who contravenes 
the provisions of clause 7. 

B92-702.010 29.4.92 3:21 pm 	 29. 
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THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

10th August 1992. 

Karenne 
Director, 
The Wilderness Society, 
1A James St., 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Dear Karenne, 

Thanks for coming to the NSW Forest Summit last Saturday, and for 
providing 1.1CC with the opportunity of co-signing the letter to 
Keating. 

The L'JCC won't be co-signing the letter, but I'm sending you this 
note to clarify our reasons, because they do not reflect major 
policy differences. 

I've discussed the issue with a number of NCC Executive members, 
although unfortunately there isn't time to take the matter to an 
Executive meeting. Those of us who have discussed it formed the 
view that it's more appropriate to write to Keating and tell him 
how to fix up the NFS document, rather than to write and tell him 
to abandon it completely.. It's a subtle difference - and may 
well amount to the same thing because he may be unable and/or 
unwilling to achieve the necessary changes. We'll make it clear 
that we regard the changes as vital - and that without them we 
won't be able to endorse the Stategy. But rightly or wrongly, 
we felt that is a rather more positive approach than saying drop 
the NFS in entirety. In any case we feel it's complementary to 
the approach you've chosen. 

I'll send you a copy of our letter to Keating when it's done. 
Good luck tomorrow! 

Si d 

p 
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TheHon.PmilXeatingMP  
nne banister 	•, 	 ,'"• ' 

• 	ParliamentHouAe 	
$ 

caten ACr, 2601 	
•,' : 	 '. 

•DearPrMlnisr' 	, 	• 1 ' 	

'. 	 •':• 

• 	••'•• 	
RE: RESPONSE TO'YOUR GOVERNMENT'S 

DRAFT NATIONAL FOREST  POLICY STATEMENT 

This nadonal fórest.poliày draft, ptepaiidby officials from Wood hazvesng govanmeát 
agencles' Is no moyc than a prescripon for èorttinued and unnecessasy native forest 
deavuction. 'Ausu 1hin'i want thefr forests and tleir wood and this can be achieved by, the 

• 	.Cgmmonwe$th enforcing a nauonal'policy which is, in the interests of the.ndonal 
• 	SCOflOIn)'. 	

:'' 	 .• 	 , 	 '' 

• , The current draft does not achieve thi end and haice,' deserves to be' abandoned' 
• imn'wEntely iest serious cridcsrn gives it unwarranted cr'hility. 

Far from enenchiiig non.commercial wood supply operadons in puiic native forests..a 
progressive national policy should be limed at securing commercially viable.woodsupply 
from effialendy rnanagc4 planraons.  
The outdated covniunent by fats buSaudacies to accommodate indusuy preference for a 

• cheap resource has already coat Australia an accuthnlafe4' $43 In public sector debt 
'[ace Resouroc MsCssment Commission, Forest and Timber Inquirj Dr* Repon, pP.3].' It 
is time that nadonak policy was directed cowards,efficient meedng of market demand 

• ' 'throug) thicroecOnonñc reform, subsidy removal a$ market education. 

Thâ key pOlicy 	ngniecàsszyfor effective management of out forests are'fcw and 
slmPle  

• 	1. The ongoing subthdfring of wood prOdncon*Orn native foitsts should be abandoned 
• Iáiavour otenswingthe uaeofp1snfnIinisforwoodsupply.. 

• ': Plantations are much nore  productive in tan of mass 'of usable .wod produced per 
• hectare pa year compared to native forest that it is unnecessary and COstly to attempt to' 

• 	establish commetcllly viable manag neat regisDes for wood supply from naUve forests. 

FIguSS rilens6a by the Victorian Deparwcut of Conseiv than and Environment (PCE) on 
the' first report on native forest logging opautions on the rnnn1nnd, slow that nafive'fozests' 
arc logged at a loss. Conversely'S same ügurts show. that DCE's softwood plantations, 
run at a healthy profit (ConinièrcM& Accounts for the State Hardwood Forests and 
Softwood PlwuahonsDCE, June 1992, !cuson  I.L.and }loughtón I(S) 

'2. Plantations, hanested at economically optimal. ages of 12 to 22 years of 'age, are 
technically and economically mar awacrivc to pulpinills as a source of both softwood and 
hardwood fibre. This is especially true for new mills using  nw4sn technology. 

S 
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Judy Clntk  (The Future for rsailve Forest I.oggin In 4usbulia. 1992) predicts that Australia 
can be totally self sufficient in the production of paper fibrc:by 1995. using only softwood 

• and hardwoodplanxion pulpwood, residues from plantation based sawmills and increased 

	

• 	.: paper recycling.  

	

• 	The ability to exploit gaS in both volume andqualicy yield through technologicl advances 
• of plantaton material is essential to main wits prtdudtiviy advantage and thus economic 
viability. Conversely native forest woodchip suppliers can only retain competition by 
relying more and moxç.bn public subsidies. This is cotazy to Federal govemment policy 
th all othCdndusy sccmrs  

• . 3 Softwood.thnber, barveste4 from plantations aged 25 to40 years, is èapable of 
• sudwdng for the vast majority of uses cunthtly met from native , forests logging. 	5 

• In South Australia, for instance which has no nafive.forest logging IndUstry, 9 1 %r of. all 

	

• 	. . dinbS consumtd,in .thebuildlng an4 consauction industzy i softwoqda from plantations. 

	

• 	In Tmzrnania and Wrn Australia, the figUre is only abçut 31% and 20% respeCtively. 5 	

5 

(Clark, 1992) 
 

Supply and quality considerations will ensuze that softwoodi enjoy a gowing price 
advantage over hardwoods in the tonsflction mirket, making It cheaper and 'easier. to build 

• 	a house out 6! softWood. r&i Is thearea where real social benefit can be delivtred'tQ 

	

• ordinaxj Australians by a national forts policy. . 	.. 	.' 	. 

The continued use of native forest for  Woodàldp production oriented to the export pulp 
market j5  not economiclly feasible anywhere on' the Ausualian mainland U. Vie tinter 

• 	itsoufce simply does not exist. (RAC. Point and Timber Inquiry. Final Report 1992. pIll). 

• 4. Native forests should be mAnaged to mainin their oaxure.óonservadon.value. Apart 
S 	 fttmtheobvious enSnmental and.social values of themajntgnance of the native forest 

esmta,they also represent a.vuy linportam economic resouree eyen when not'destroyed for 
wood valuc& 	. 	 . 	 S 	

5. 
• I 	. 

• H 	Firstly; tourism is a most appropriace.conimercial use of 'multiple use' native forests when 
it is designed to be coTflablc with Mtzre consewadon. It is also the most effective. 

• 	employer of low and semt-ailled people in remote areas (where the need is pcatcst) and 
• •. the most efficiS earner of foreign exchange. 	. 

S 	

5 	.. 	.. 	• 

Secondly. in a recent suady cornmisaicnad by the Victorian MInister forWarn Resothves, it 
waB shown that the economic value of water production frOmnative forests has been. 
considerably impacted upon by logging, which reduced caxchment steam flow by as much 
as 50% It was found that a total ce!sadon  to logging In. MelbOurne Thomson Catchznent. 
will have aigfliflcanrbenefltsforMelbourne water supply relative to the status quo with a 
net prescit value of $147 million over current armngeinent (Evaluation of the .&onomic 
values of Wood and Water Outputs for theThomson Catchinan4 1992, Read Sturgess and 
Ass . .. . 
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• 	Thirdly. the role of forests and all forms of native vegetation in maintenance of soil and 
• 	water values has always been well known. Unfortunately, the costs of native vegetation, 

loss and degradation in twa of sOil etOsion, saliflityo flooding and. drought are only now 
báing fully appreciated by national decision-makers. The National Plantatioà Avisory 
Committee confirmed that further doaxing was unnecessary as thçre is abundant land. 

• .. avai1h1a for plantations. 	. .•: 	 H 	 H 

• 5. Native foiSts are a vital component at Austr$ia's.biodivCrSiLY and it is exutinely . 
• 	Important that they. and our other remaining natural vegetation types an managed to 

• 	maintain theirbiodiversity. 

AusSiaaheady has a poor record in protecting its plants. and anithals.fom extinction. 
The more fragile arid and sCn'-arid ecosystems have already suffered the worst but it is, 
important rn appzciatc that, if present wends of forest desPuction and 
continue, native forests will also -  lose the Capacity to sustain populations of animals and 
plants. This is-already tire of drier forests -ard  woo&ands which have borne the brunt of 
clearance for tcttlement . Large scale woodchipping operations have now extended that 
thxqt to alifOreSt types. 	. 	• 	•• 

Itis vitaithat woodchipping be abandonedas aiwisusffiinRhleuSiOtflafifl orsts and a 
use whichis inconsistent withSnagcrnent for ñawre cansavadon.-. 

Shnilarly,. uong wildemesi legiladon, threatened species lesladon and a biodiversity 
•sntegy axe needed as a ntartcr.of urgency-to ensure, thügoVernment resources can be 
effectively targeted to arresting Auaualias .shan!eful reqord on species exfinótion and 
tecovezyOfthreattñed species. 	•• •. . . 	 . • 	 . 

The Drft Policy fundamentally fails to address biodiversity protection with conservation 
goals being qualified and voluntary, environmental protecUon measures given no workable 
frameworks ortimeline ahd;no commitment exists for the immediate protection of old 
4'owth. wildemSa and high conservation value forests: ., . . . 

As RAt says "It is not feasibleto log old growth, forests...: and yet retain their uII 
complement of old. growth aUzibutes -and.' yalues.,.. Logging of old growth foresta 
potentially violate the precautionary principle of sustainable,'developnlenL.. the values 
associate Mth pristine axthbuts cannot be replaced." (RAC, Final Report  

6. The people of Australia want all their native forests pm, and they want wood and- 
paper products as ve1L The draft National Fast Policy. dfeats both these pwposes.H 

It is no longer necessary to.lOg any native fortats. . Complete self sufficiency- in both the 
sawn timber and ,ulp and paper sectors can be achieved, solely from' plantauoii resoUrce. 
by 1995 it the lateit.(Oark 1992) 	• 	

H 

4 
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In swwnáry, the move forward for a Naonal Forest Policy mustaddress the fundamental. 
ISSUeS raised above. 

	

• $ 	
It needs to be t&er back to. first principles' Which woul4 be refitted by a two-pronged 

	

• .. 	• 	approach.to 	 . 	• 	. . .•. 	. 

• 1. A NaUvé FoxestProscdon policywhich will protect an the biodiversity. Wi derness and 
sntheticqualidCS of AusSiEs remaining native foiests. It would include the j-medjate 
cessation of lodging in high. conservation forests, the idendfication Of are& requiring 

• 	. 	futthE snidy over which nioraSa would ap1y and the timetable foithe eymmal traSdon 
• 	. 	of all logging to alternative planta@on sowecs. 	. 	.. 
• . 	H2. AWood Production Strategy bd on exisng and additional plantations on already 

• éleared land. This'qan also encompass propainmes aimed at land regencraüon eg one 
-. 	bililontrees. 	- 	•: 	•. 	: 	..• •: • 	 . 	.• 

• 	. Such an approach would provide fçr job poh, meet AusSla's thnbeè needs and protect 

• . . 	• 	Australia's imique ntve forest lietitage. . 	. 	. 	. 	. . . . 	. 	• . 	,• 	. / 

• . • 	. 	Without. these substa tial changes in the direction of government policy, :we can have ii 
confidonce the outcom • 	. . 	 : 	. 	. 	: 

• 	
. .1 

Ypurs siueSly 	. 	•: 	. 

	

• pSCasweJl • 	: 	 . 
• 	Exijtre Director. 	•• 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. • 	. 

Austnlian COLI ez'vadon Foundation 	...• 	 . . 	 . . 

Karenne SuM • 	Dtor 	. 	. 	. 	• 	•• 	. 	: 	•• 	• 	-. 	•• 	•• 	
.• 

The Wilderness Society 

• 	• 	$gu. 	: 	••• 	: 	• 	$ 
• 	 • . 

- 	$• Tasmanian Cpnsadon Trust$ 	• 	. $ 	$ 	•,• 	$ 	
• •: 	$ 

$ 	 • 	 $ 	 •$ 	 $ 



• 	 . 	 • O.PUGH N.E.F... 	• 	 AM 	P.002 

1 tO °'4LCL (Akt 4c 	 a. p 
• : 	0\ 	

:° I1a 	Lj 

PS, ccpfl.- f 

a- 
cn1it 	

4 
st MSt4j' 3  

t/ : 	 r 
•i jjj 

ei\4r6t f4oe2e$ 	 fceg 

•• 

pr l.ntcj 	 42) 	s icsiiit4,)t. 5cppoit 

ret- 7t1z° 



D.PUGk N.E.F.R. 	 NOU.15.52 4'25 AM 	P.003 

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT 

Preliminary cosents, for restricted distribution D. Pugh 

The National Forest' Policy Statement has been subverted by the 
timber industty' into becoming av'ehicle for "Resource: SecutityN,.. 
though there are still significant environmental advantages froa 
the 'oljy being implemeftedY These, include integrated 'reflonál 
assessments, establishmePt of conaertationrese'rveSYStémS' based'" 
to some extent on ecological criteria and including some/most? 
od-gqth and wilderness on public lands, by the end of 1995 
establishment of regional corridor systems, supposedly improved 
codes of logging practices that incorporate environmental and 
cultut'a1 cons&aints,increasedcantrols overprivate'].atids, and' 
incentives for plantation establishment 

At this tage the policy includes significant and worthwhile 
objectives, such as management Lot the conservation of all 
species of Australia's indigenOuth forest fauna 'and flora"'. 

• throughgUt those ,speôies ranges 'and. establishing a reserve system 
that encompasses representative exampi'es':'of the' full 'range of 
forest biotic communities adequat for the maintenance of the 
ecological viability and integrity of populations, species and 
couflities.  

• Theprftcipie problems with the environmental' aipects' of" the 
policy are'lack of ieàningfu'l"püblià part'icipatiott'(äs2de from 
tokeüism), giving ANZECC and AF the .:role of . determining' the 

• 	criteria for reserve selection in tsecret ('leaving it 	'to 
politicians, including thoge with Forestry portfolios), giving 
ABC the principle vole, in ens.dinE, 	cothnitnweaiLth interest's are 
fulfilled (despite the inadequate attempt they made in Western 
Australia), the e  tremè elucténce Of theCoimo'nweàith"to get:.' 

• ' involyed in State isiaeS even' ,whett.they'haveateSPOflSibflitY tb' 
do so, and lack of any conimittitent to coordinated ecological 
research 

It is. considered thfl these 'proleThS 'could to" some - ektQt, be 
rectified by ensuring a more ,appropriate process' far 
implementatipn of the polity.' If thG:frie Eit"of"thG' pblic" isto' 

of"an 'adequate reserve ;fltem'Candü*t'' 
compromise it before it 'getdff"the' ground) then' the''''' 
determination of ecological, criteria for such''á system &hould be 
deterjnined.in an open manner, be based upon ecological critetia';,':'i 

'as determined by independent edologists 'and not zubjedt 
'political control and subversion. In implementing the'.policy the 
Commonwealth must give 'a to'ni'ttment to. become involved (not wait' 
to. be invited, by the .states)'ànd'theS must ..be the'ttablisSt"" 
of balanced regional Steerin,g Committes (withtepteSefltatiVeS' of"' 
Coowealth and 'State fo'refl management 'agencies' and 'principle' 

• 	interest groups) to 'oversee the collation 'of the rquited'data 
and the implementation of the.polic)'. ' •'''' 	'' 

New South wales and Tasmania have hardened their.positions in 
relation to accepting the policy:'s conservation objectives and 
have threatened to 'walk away' oatheie..gtouñds.' 

Any further weakening of the conservation aspects wiliturn the 
policy into a blueprint for Commonwealth Eanctiontd environmental 
vandalism (if this hasn't already been done by ensuring a process 
:tt is ôpen,to subversion by vested' interests). For th,t process. 

1 
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• to achieve its' äonsérvation objectives there is aneed lot' 
• ensuring the process is improved; properly implemented and done 

• 	in an open manner with allowance for public participation 
throughout the process. 

•'T 
I 

he truial questioü for:the envirolunent mov.enent is whether the 
itplementtiofl of an adequate (on best avai.lable information and 
• àdöptidg t piecautiOn.ary' principle) reserve system and the. 
iuiposition'of'8PPrOPriate environmental constraints over. other 

• fàre'sted areas is an acceptabl,e trade-off for allowing some form 
• 'b-f resourcesecurity (and,continued access to native forests) for 

thQ.tndustry. In" the.presen.t climate 'an all or nothing approach 
• bj 'either side of the' debate 'is unlikely to be successful - and 
ithLI&thià po&ition is maintained the -industry has its way.  with 
• orvirgin forests. 

if people believe thereis room for compr'omise'thefl it is 
essential that pressure is applied to ensure that the process is 
itoved and the'establisbthertt' oi an adequate reserve system is 

• tov -aomproaised. 	, ' 	•.. 

StJ#&tAR? orTHE PRINCiPLE ASPECTS OF THE POLICY 
:(tft.is .jth:not acôwprehénsivè review and is intended tohighli&ht 
cttáin tpett"- no' details on the tèsoürce secur1ty provisions 
are yet available The wording is as used in the policy ) 

VOI$ENTAL PRoflcTtO} 

•Msñ*gemeitt for thà'cdnservàtion of'all species of Australia's 
•indtgenouS iorest fauna and flora throughout those'species 
rangës.'  

, 1. 	' ' '.' t.tSblishment of comprehensive (full range of forest biotic 
communities), adequate (maintenance, of the ecological viability 
and integri'ty'ä'f' opulàtions, species and communities) and 

.fep'reaentative'{reSsonablY'refieCt the biotic diversity of those• 
'comthunitiás) network ti' dedicated and secure nature conservation 
'eserve including' all major natiVe forest ecosystems, S  

and ldgówth: forests.' (as. defihed by..pot.ically 
agiled ctit-èriai[ lobe in place by the end of 1995 for public 
lands and 1998 for private lands 

•S'tstè agéncie's,asaffláttet of high'priority, to undertake 
fäSteSthents"Of' forests for conservatiop values, including old 
".flOwth'values and wilderness values. Until assessment is 

opleted forest management agencies will avoid activities which c±  
m3 signifitañtiy affect such areas likely to have high 
conservation value 

-Estabflshmeñt' Of effective corridor.Ysystems ,to. 'lin. reserves, and 
refuges and to account for clflate change. 

1'0' private lànds' Maintaining' thE. native forest 'cover, where a. 
'reduction' in' this covez woSld ccmç:roise regional conservation 

f. 	.. 	dbjectivesj puchaSe' of lands' with high conservation values where 
:ñtepresentEd Sw the reserve system', approval:ot export :of 
wóO'dchis for .extétded 'periods if covered by regional 
tssessthent$1 •ma'k.ing'codes'of.prattices-fOr.PUbliC lands 
tpplica&le' to 'private lands, and government to promote 

management. 	 .' ' 
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PROCEbURES 

"A working group of technical experts will be establièhèd under a 
Steeting.Committeé of the ministerial Australia and New Zealand 

• -Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC).and theAustraliart 
Forestry Council (AFC) to establish criteria on which to base 
nature conservation values of forests 

When a-regional 'land useissuels idntified.by'either1evel of 
góvernäent it is up to both the State and Cothmonwèálth to jointly 
dEtermine whether the Commonwealth Government has an interest in 

' 1$è 1a'tter.. t'' the Commonwealth 'acàtedits a State.proce:ss it will 
give iuiI. faith: 'and dredit to, that process. Where the Qovêrnthtts 
-agree that the process of accrditätion is unlikely to meet the 
Comtaonwealth's requirements then comprehensive regional 
assessments 'may be implemented, these will be undertaken by the 
teievant statiiagencies "md the Australian Heritage. Commission in 
Consultation' with" industry and the comsunity. ' Regional surveys 
will only be undrtaken when it is'agreed that existing 
inotmation as inadequate 

Cothmonweâlth willestablish a balanced (industry,, union and 
:00flservatiofl' representatives)' p011eV advisory bddy't provide''. 
,'advfice ÔÜ. issues.- (There are no 4etai1s of how this body will: fit- - 
intóthe scheme of things, though it doesnt appear to have a 
role in the process and appears to be tokenism) 

FOREST MARAGE?NT ' 	', 	:' , ,' : ,''' 	' 	' 	'H• : 

P*xStic: native forests. outside the reserve system to be managed to 
complement the objeetives of nature conservation rèsérVes. There 
'ate- to' be, ongoing as'Seswents'ind areas which contain important 
biól'ogital, cuttural,'archaeolàgical, geological,' recreational 
and 'l*ñdàape values' will continue tobe set aside dr logged so. 
as.to.safeguard those values.  

"APpAl'ic'atiorj ti' AFC 's'set of national':prihciples of forest 
'ptact:icest  toatl'fóres'ted lands and'des?elopmenttbf.legaliy 

'State ëodes of practce with appropriate 'industry and 
cou'nity' cohs.ultatiori. Gdes of practices to also be developed 
fbr: pIantation.  

''Sta'te'Covernthents will determine' the athount of wood 'reso'urce 
'Eà'&iable from public fotests for 'sale to industry,' taking 
àCcOunt:'o'f de'cisions.on the-conservation reserve system, 
'.ècoiog'ical'pt'ocesses, codes of forest practice, and requirents 
for water catchment protection, flora and fauna 'conservation, 

:recreatjon &nd'tourism develOpment. 	- 

are stated: quarantine 
,.'Uk*asure'a S 'm1ñithise the:xisk of the introduction or, movement of 
:p,lant digéases and pests; development of federal guidelines for 
the us'é;'of'agrtcultural and veterinary chemicals in native 
forests and plantations; and 4evelopment of National  Weeds 
Strategy and 'National Strategies for the Management or Vertebrate 
Pests In addition forest management agenciesand rural 
communities will develop and implement fire management plans 

	

'flme'd a rftducing the.'risk of wildfires. 	' 
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Development of a national ecotourism strategy, Governments to 
ensure the provision of appropriate infrastructure and visitor 
facilities., monitoring Of use impacts. 

• G±azing. for •• public conservationreserves no new .iicences for 
s'grazirlg will be iEsüed except where itis assesed'tflt 
cózisèrvation values will not be compromised, for public native, 
fdres ~ts grating will be controlled so as not to adversely affect 

- . . conservation, and catchment management objectives.. 

INDUSTRY 	. .... 	 . 	 . 	 . 

Australia to continue using o16-growth timber from disturbed 
f-ö±esth' and old-growth forests nof required for the resetve 

system: 	:." . 	•. 	 •• 	 . 	. 	 . 

.Covernments to kep'regulations to a minimum, provide secure 
•acess to resources-  and consistent environmental guidelines, 
'.tradeable resource rights for. industry, offer 'proponents of major 

	

• , . 

	 projects 'sreamlined and coqrdinated assessments with agreed 
periods for assessment to 'occur in.. 

Resource security (no details available yet), though will provide 
'fai nOit-legislative' intergovernthentai project agreements and 

H. 	. 	
ptoject specific legislation if' t is a re-requisite for a 

.;p!oiect proceeding. It is claimed that .thCr.e will be escape 
"dThuges for the Commonwealth should unforseen circuastances 
.wariant it.,. . 

••. ,Wuodchipping: .removèl of controls over exporting unprocessed wood' 
from plantations; long-term approvals for export of woodchips 

" from'  üblic koresta where there has beena comprehensive regional 
assessment and Commonwealth-State agreement. . 

vtndüstties Coission to. inqi.te: into value adding opportunities 
impediments oñexpansion of industry. 	

. 

Pricing to be market based and at least cover management costs 
ánd provide an. adequate return to the community. 

Plantations no clearing of public land for plantations, 
etábtish legal basis for separating the legal. oership of tree 
and the land on which they growi implementation of taxation 
incentives, and zonings to make plantations an 'as of right' use 

Cornmonweálth Government-in partnership' with the forest Industries. 
'will establish' the.Foréstand'Wood.Products Research and 
Development Corp. nt ion. 	 . . 

It- 
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SUBMISSION TO THE NEW SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENTARY COMMIFEE 

ON THE 

WASTE MANAGEMENT GREEN PAPER 

BY 

AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS 

A division of Amcor Limited 
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the• South East regipn of wsw, likeothet Australian Native Forest areaj is 
' undergoing igniftcwt strtflar4 change usâciatód wfth the tbthbr ,  industry 	 ' 

movbg into the preferred pMntattdn (woodcrop) 
 

It is expected that tb ott 	from nafipo brat sawinilling industry In the 

	

th,eit vSth 14 IirEXtthpetln8 *jiu,t 	 fq4: fr4iy jft . 
Australia, will eontthyç to decline as competlUoti frouCthe softwood aa*niflling 
8ectDr Intenaffies The South-east NSW region js well placed to participate In tha 
economlé growth tha$ lowl ,occur tZU'O4IWtLt Asfralia 'as lis piantanons come 
tr4fullyonfreAzn4w'Ingthe199O't' 

Thó South Eafl 	
.

'or & MW has Iappt¼JxS$$ly 30,000 ha of 86fWOd 	I  
plantatio$ managed  largely by NSW$tate F!restry. 	p2boceSlflg 
oportu.in4liisáiSt foj' thJ 	 ... 

.........: 	 •,. •:,. 	,.•,: 	 ...71'5J 

1. Thlnningsprogrami from theN plMtlonà an being examined by the 
Industry. and NSW St4te Poresby, for chipping lot expot Th° resource wou1d be 
sufficient at least one World Scale woodbased panels plant which would be 0 I 

preferred option froui'a jobs pemectiv than expordrtg In a less $'oceased fonri 
asdtjps 	. 	I 	

:1 	 1 	' 

4 	 I 

2 Softwood p1antaUote currently suppiy pne' sawinfli in the regionaM will 
support a sigrdflant expansion of salwznillffig In thO re&Ion in the next 3'ypars or 
to and are conside$410 be sWEbIent*'easdy support a warld'scale SoftwOpd 

	

ixtill. 	 I I 	 I 	 p 

The Jobs from theo rOçesSng develonwnts -(mill construction, harvesting, 
• cgfl e .:and 	pos1tg) 4$,lgnfflcat  ::colt1buu8 tosubstantla...

•  

econqmic growth In t reglot and wW'dome to don4pate  the mber1Su3t1y  In 

	

: there 	ththenearutum 	 I 

.•. 	
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A member of the Amco, Limited Group A.C.N. 000 017 372 

AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS 

t /fl 

ACN/ 11/93 

2nd February, 1993 

Dr. Elizabeth Kérnohan MP, 
Member for Camden, 
Room 926, 
Parliament House, 
SYDNEY. NSW 2000 

Dear Dr. Kernohan, 

Attached is Australian Paper Manufacturers response to the Waste Management 
Green Paper. 

We would be happy to provide any further information you need or to discuss the 
Green Paper or to elaborate on any of our comments in person. 

Yours sincerely, 

7 ilL 

£C. Nott 
NATIONAL RECYCLING MANAGER. 

Attach. 

685 Burke Road, Cambenvell, Victoria, Australia, 3124 	 hinted on REARIGHT 00% Recycled PapeT 
Telephone: (03) 811 9811 Facsimile: (03) 811 8480 or (03)811 8483 
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FAX TO: ELO GROUPS RE CENSUR $OTION AND NATIONAL FOREST 
- I 	POLICY, 

i#ROM: JEFF ANGEL ' 
• 	MESSAGE; PLEASE' REPLY RE. LETTER TO ALP AND 'INDEPENDENTS 

	

BELW BY. FRIDAY.MORNING. . . . 	. 

is oätober 1992 	 . 	 . 

Bob CarrMP 	 C Leader 

SydneY 2000 " . 	 • 	. . 	. 	. 

Dear MiCarv, 	. 	. '. 	 ': 	... 

	

Cnsufl 	:on  Nøflai Fofl Policy , 

• we understand that' Clove* Moore MP intends to Introduce a censure' 
motion of the PSmler of' tiSW and Ministers fOr Environment and Land 
and water Conservation fr felling tadhere to and. Implement the,. 
cortsàrvatlon principies 'and mechanisms of the Natloa.l. Forest Policy 

• Statement in the south eaEt forests and els8wher. in. NSW. 

We urge that you support the motion. 

For many months we have attempted to obtain, ..impiemsittation of tha' 
NFPS from the NSW Cove mint 	. . • 	 . 

	

• 	 The Policy seeks to achieve ft system of coMprehensive. . 	. . 
• . 	•. 	representative anO' adequats nature conservation reserves, over old 

	

• 	. 	growth and wilderniss foçasts by the and of iSs. As pan of the 

	

• 	. 	Ørocçss tmqr*thrium.Ofl 0Qg1ng shouS, bi piacód on high 
oonnrvaton value forosts. 	,.. . 	 •' 	, 	, 

	

• 	 ' unless urgsnt action' Is thk.n ' ithpiement the conservatIon 'I , 

mechanisms of the NFPS, thIn by thq time 1995 arrives, there will be 
'little high conservation vIue forest left Every day it is being 
targeted by State Forest for [oing. 	' 

None of the excuSes pràf$red by the State Government for Its ' 
inaction are valid. 	' . 

• . 	is overwpeljning '.4dèñce from the National Forest Policy 
'.(NFPS] itself, commonwealth and State correspondencei NSW CiS 

determinations, and sclon'çiflc criticism of the south east' decision to 
support our view. ' 	. 	.". 	......' 	' • 

The commonwealth has made several attempts to obtain -operation 
over the last 10 months thd has offered significant funds for 

• 	t'.gional. assessments, but to no avail. 	• 	' ' 	•' ' 

•There Is significant comnflanity and medie interest in the NFPS and we 
will continue to highiJqht' the GovernmenEs pcition. 	. 	.. 



I 
	 Vt . 

-3- 

EXTENSION OF C.R.R. SCHEME: 

A.P.M. strongly suggest that before the C.R.R. scheme is 
extended to the Newcastle/Wollongong regions, the 
Government ensures that facilities are available to 
receive and process this additional material. 

WASTE RECOVERY TARGETS: 

We note that mention is made of the 48% recovery rate of 
newsprint within N.S.W. Whilst this level of recovery is 
commendable we thust point out that the high newsprint 
component of the recyclable material is one of the major 
causes of the current surplus of recyclable wastepaper, 
(50% of all household type wastepaper is newsprint). 

We repeat our earlier comments that a •higher usage rate 
of recyclable newsprint must be achieved by the existing 
•newsprint manufacturerS. The responsibilityfor the re-
use of this material must not be passed on to companies 
like A.P.M. who manufacture only cardboard and white 
paper, products. - - 

ACCESS FOR RECYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE: 

A.P.M. commend efforts by the E.P.A. in assisting in the 
generation of 'new sources of "White Paper" recovery. 
Promotion of recycling procedures, suggested allocation 
of storage and pickup -  areas are of great assistance to 
companies such as A.P.M. - - 

The high cost (large areas/small volumes etc) of the 
recovery of "White Papers" make it imperative that this 
support continues. - 

GOVERNMENT RECYCLING COMMITTEE:' 

A.P.M. supports the reconstitution of the Government 
Recycling Committee. We do hope that representation' is 
sought frSm the paper manufacturing industry to ensure 
that the recycling committee can truly represent the 
recycling industry as a whole. 

Hoping these comments and suggestions will assist in the 
Government's future recycling statements. 

Yours faithfully, 

c.  
JOH DAVIS 
N.S.W. RECYCLING MANAGER 
AUSTRALIAN PAPER MANUFACTURERS 
BOTANY MILL 
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•. 

We arsunable to stand ily by whilethe beat opportunityto arrive 
at a lqng term etonoml 	and environmental solution is ignored. 

• . 	Your support forths.cSsure motln would, we teliee, propel action 
• on this vital. iuU. 	 • 	 . 	• 	• 	 • 	

• 

• 	
Yours sincerely, • 	 . 	. 	•. . 	•• 	• 	. • ... 

• 	
. Dr Ludy Mssàer, dhaJrpeñson, Natur conasrvationcouncji. 

Jeff Angel, CoDlrecthrj TOtal Environment Cintra 	.. 	 . 

• 	 • . r Sue SaJmon, Natlonti CWflp&gner, AustSlgn Cdnsei"vetJcn Foundation. 
Tom McLougfflln,NSW CaMpaign Officer, TheWilderness SocIety. 

• 	Anne ROevos, PrSdept, $tlonal Parks Association of NSW. 
.... 'Q.S 	' 

• 	. 	• 	•fl 	 . 	: 	 . 
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GONFIDENTIAL,. 	•' -, , ' 	
.. 

WHY THE P45W ALP AND IND€PENOEPff3 SKOUI..D SUPPORT THE 
CE,jstmE_MOTION 'OF .. : . 	'. . ' 

THE PREMIE MiNI$ 	FOR :'ENV,RONMENt AND 
MINISTER FOR LANd AND %!ATER dONSERVATION. 

REGARDING THE NATIONAL POREST 'POLICY. 
11 October, 1993 	• ' 

P5/5' 

, 	• 	. 	''."." 	,.', 	
.. 

rh/s Parl/anient 'censur 

.

tpi• Prent/erof NSW; Minister for 1 
'.ffp vironrns#t and 'Minister for Land and Water' Conservation ftc 
I) falling io adhere to and imp/ament4ho coi7servition principles and' 
mechanisms of ts'S. Nat/onI 'Forpat Policy. Statement In :tho 10(4th east 
'frests and 'elsewhere In NSW, and,.'  
Iii failing to co-op.rata with the C'ommpnweafth . Goveh,ment' about 
proposed moratorium 'areas and regional assessmentS, dGspite repeated: 
'rQQ;188t9 by the Cornrnonwcfth;.. 	

•:.' 	.• 
'10 fa/ITh 	to obtain . promisg,d fed,ral fun

.
ds for regional &flessm.p7t 

and 	'- 	. 	.• 	. 	. 	.. 	.' 	:...' 	. 	'  

Ii) theIr 'n:t,on which is iedding to irrñrnunity 'conflict and 
van ece1ssary destruction' of 'irreplaceable old. èrowth' and wilderness 
ftrSsf vaiur.s; . 	:. . 	. 	' :' ' 	' 	:' ' 

• t.: The:èvidence Stippoi-ting' the.iboye Iropositions(s ovirwheImirg, 
.rom the National For at Policy 'CNVPSj itself, Commonwealth. and State 
eorrespordence, NSW £18 determinations, and selentiflocriticism ct.... 
the south east decision. 

 
2. the NSW Government should be held accountale and the 
rnmunity made aware that the Gbverhment cannot h)de its' 
destructive. forest polices behind the Premlór!s. signature on the. 
National Forest Policy. 

 
3, The Commonwealth has made' signifjcafl atSpts to :  Obtafii'S-' 
operatioi, over the last 10 months and,censura of the Ministers py ..  
•the N8* 'Parliwnsnt will strengthen the Comrnonwesjth's resoh'e. Time 
is also.tunning Out'to'impiementthe"NFp$..br. the cut-ôff déte of 
end-1995 for new reservations.  

F Not .  '4:. The Censure motion 'will reinforce 'the Lower House!s VQte for 'the '#Suth Fant Fnrct 'D, +a,44A. 0 	 •--l-------- 

- 
;11, 

	
r.,su.npltl io min 

11 
 kn6i WDIOQKIfl9 the Bill and will' prevent 

'Nile from.obtainlng 'any credibility for his DWfl Bill. ., 
.co'st.to,, ' 	' 	 - 	 . . ... . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 .: 	 . ' 

,' N;s .. S. 'The ALP. and Jndependents'soJg ensure the càmmuniy know.. 
where they stand on the NFPS at a time. When there is significant. 

'community, end m.dia Interest'' 
 

6.' th.re is no.threat'.to jôbs as the NFPS simply requi'rd a. 
moratorium on loggIng in the, next two years (as was legislatea by 
tte 'hIP' Act for the north east and can ,b* .fbr thi south eüt).. 

-'to tn{an '°itt 
confront tión' In the forests.  

• 	•, 	..: 
etc 	' a; ass0asments not 	ifl.NSw - 

n!itPr t:rth'F:9!s. ?r"t . 	
5 

sUfftclint' 'rtie':ComMonweait.i is.otferiWg fundsftr'ihe process 'so 
limited fundprtg Is not an argument 

.' 	 . 	 - i#•"•• !fl. 	L.,sMM%J1Ig.#.L. 
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THE COLONC FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS LTD. 	 .4. 

(:~ 19 October 	
C-.s-r- 

1993 	

. 

BobCarrMP
,c•. • 	 •Leader of the Opposition 	 L&t 	 c-Lts • 	

. 	 Parliament House 	 .. 	 1 
Sydney 2000 

Dear Mr darr, 	 . 

Censure Motion, on National Forest Policy 

We understand. that Clover Moore MP intends to introduce a censure 
motion of the Premier of NSW and Ministers for Environment and Land 
and Water Conservation for failing to adhere to and implement the 
conservation,'principles and mechanisms of the National Forest Policy 
Statement [NFPSJ in the old growth and wilderness forests of NSW. 

We urge that you support the motion 

For many months we have attemted to obtain implementation of the 
conservation principles contained in NFPS from the NSW Government. 

Specifically the Policy seeks to: 

• 	 * establish a "comprehensive,, adequate and representative reservation. 
system to protect old growth and wilderness values" by the end 1995, 
for public forests. 
* implement a loggiflg mOratorium in order to "avoid activities that' 

• 	 may significantly affect those areas of old growth or wilderness that 
• are likely to.have high conservation value". 	 . 

Unless urgent action is taken to implement the conservation 
- 	 mechanisms of the NFPS, then by the time .1995 arrives, there will be 

• 	

• little high conservation value forest left. Every day it is being 
• 	 . 	 targeted by State Forests of NSW for logging1 • 	 .. • 



None of the excuses proffered by the State Government for its 
inaction are valid Or credible. 

There is 'overwhelming evidence from the National Forest Policy itself, 
Commonwealth and State correspondence, NSW 'EIS determinations, and 
scientific criticism of the south east decision to support our view. 

The Commonwealth has made seVeral attempts to obtain co-operation 
over the last 10 months and has offered significant funds for 
regional assessment, but to no 'avaiL  

there, is sinificat community and,media interest in the NFPS and we 
will continue to highlight the Government's position. 

the NFPS provides a"basis for: resolving conflict over, native forests 
and, Af . implemented in good faith, should help prevent renewed and, 
extensk'e conflict over native forests. 

We are unable to stand idly by While an historic opportunity to 
arrive at .a long term economically and environmentally equitable 
solution is ignored. As more and more evidence.mdunts of the 
destruôtion of old growth and wilderness values our campaigns will 
inevitably intensify. 

Yours sincerely, 

S 	 . 

Jeff Angel, CoDi rector, Total Environment Centre. 
Sue Salmon, Campaigner Convenor, Australian Conservation 
Foundation. 	 ' 	.. 
Dr Paul Brown, Campaign Co-ordinator, Greenpeace. 
Sid Walker, Executive Officer, Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 
Anne Reeves, President, National Parks Association Of NSW. 
Toth McLoughlin, Campaign Officer, The Wilderness Society. 
John Corkill, Co-ordinator North East Forest Alliance 
Keith Muir, Director, Colong Foundation for Wilderness. 
South East Forest Alliance. 

Address for correspondence: Jeff Angel, TEC 1/88 Cumberland, St 
Sydney 2000. 
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NATURE COflSERUATIOI1 COUNCIL I OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

The Hon John Fahey, 
Premier of NSW, 
Parliament House, 
Macquarie St., 
Sydney NSW 2000 

cct 2o,1993 

Dear Premier, 

The Nature Conservation Council calls on you to implement conservation 
requirements of the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS), which you 
signed in person on behalf of the NSW Government late last year. 

This letter is primarily cpncerned with the NFPS undertaking to carry out 
comprehensive regional assessments. However, Council reminds you that page 
11 of the NFPS states that "until the assessments are completed, forest 
management agencies will avoid activities that may significantly affect those 
areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have conservation 
value". The Nature Conservation Council is appalled that theState Forests of 
NSW continues to violate this pledge. 

Returning to principal theme of this letter, Council calls on the NSW 
Government to undertake, as a matter of urgency, ecologically-legitimate 
regional assessments of the heritage and environmental values of the State's 
native forests. NSW currently lags far behind Victoria and.Queensland in 
meeting this crucial NFPS conmlitment. Delay in embarking on the regional 
assessment process suggests that the Government intends to resile on its pledge 
to establish, by 1995, a 'comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve 
system to conserve old growth and wilderness forests'. Council urges you to 
dispel that impression. 

Em 



in this context, Council points out that in determining the Wingham and Glen 
Innes EIS's (the only two EIS's to have been determined so far under the 
Timber Industry [interim Protection] Act), the Department of Planning called 
for a satisfactory regional assessment process. It placed a moratorium on 23 
compartments in the Wingham Management Area 'until further assessments of 
conservation values, including old growth values.., has been completed' for the 
region identi lied from Newcastle to the Queensland border and west to the 
New England Highway. The National Parks & Wildlife Service also made 
appeals for comprehensive regional assessments (with an emphasis on old 
growth values) in its submissions to TI (IP) Act EIS's. Hence it is no longer 
possible to maintain, from a 'whole of Government' perspecdve, the fiction 
that State Forests' current program of ElS's constitutes the regional assessment 
process specified under the terms of the NFPS. 

To meet the NFPS comnitment to establish a 'comprehensive, adequate and 
representative' reserve system by the end of 1995, it is imperative that a 
genuine regional assessment process commences as soon as possible. It is also 
imperative that the process carries the support of the community in general, 
and the environment movement in particular. Council wishes to remind you 
that it was the efforts of the environment movement which led, via a circuitous 
route, to the formulation and signing of the NFPS. If the environment 
movement believes that the process established to implement the NFPS lacks 
integrity, conflict over the forests will not be resolved. 

The most urgent priority is to undertake regional identification of old growth 
forests based on the methodology developed in East Gippsland. In view of the 
fact that such a project has been estimated to take two years it must be 
commenced immediately if the 1995 deadline is to be met. The Federal 
Government offered funding to NSW to undertake old growth assessments 
early this year. At the recent National Forest Inventory old growth meeting in 
Dorrigo, both State Forests of NSW and the NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service endorsed the East Gippsland methodology as being a suitable basis for 
old growth assessments in NSW. Therefore there is no excuse for failing to 
commence these assessments immediately. 

A regional assessment process with credibility should, in Council's view, be 
carried out with scientific integrity by a team of scientists skilled in 
appropriate disciplines. An abundance of expertise in ecology and heritage-
related is essential (there must be no repetition of the discredited Joint 
Scientific Committee on the Smith East Forests, in which a committee of six 
contained an overwhelming preponderance of foresters). Community 
representation - including environment movement representation - on the 
steering committee would ensure adequate public scrutiny of the process and 



of the results flowing from it. This is also consistent with numerous 
commitments to community partiCipation made in documents such as the 
NFPS, the IGAE and Agenda 21. Assessment methodologies employed must 
be 'best-practice' (in that context, we reaffirm that the methodology employed 
by the Victorian Government to assess old growth forest values in East 
Gippsland is suitable). 

Council notes also that the Commonwealth Government has a vital interest in 
the regional assessment process and in the establishment of a 'comprehensive, 
adequate and representative' native forest reserve system.. It is essential that 
the NSW assessment process meets Commonwealth standards and covers the 
full range of criteria required by the Commonwealth. If so, Federal funding 
for the process will be available, obviating the need for this State's taxpayers 
to be the sole source of funds to carry out the NSW Government's NEPS 
commitment. 

The Nature Conervation Council urges you to take rapid action along the 
lines outlined above. The community expects - and has a right to expect - that 
the ecological values of public lands are conserved in full. Your Government 
pledged adherence to an agreed process which would, inter a/ia, fulfil That 
public expectation. It is time to redeem your pledge on the forests. 

Yours sincerely, 

/ 

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 

cc . Bob Can MLA, Leader NSW Opposition 
Clover Moore MLA 
The Hon Chris Hartcher MLA, NSW Environment Minister 
The Hon George Souris MLA, NSW Minister for CALM 
The Hon Ros Kelly MHR, Federal Environment Minister 
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• . 	. 	. 	FAX: sib WALKER. 	. 
FROM: 'JEFF ANGEL •  

DATE: 3/11/93.: 
URGENT 	. .. 

Dear Sid, 
 

Proposed [censure, MPI, urgeicy] motion. l •  Would like to -proâee.d 

next Tueàday, Clover permitting. 	 . 	 . 	. 

Jeff Angel  

[draft 2/11/931 -  Please check this with th Clerk 

This House resolves to: 	•, 	 . 

I) condemn the Ministers forLand and waSr'Conservation and 

Eh'iironmZ for: . 	 H 	. 	••. 	. 	. 	. . . 

their failure to respond iii a constructive manner to repeated 
requests by the Commonwealth Government to implement throuhot4t 

• 	 NSW and, especially in the south east forests, the conservation 
• 	.. '. . principles and mechanisms ofthe National Forest Policy Statement; 

• 	
- 	and 	, 	.• 	. 	. . •• 

• 	, . b) the continued. ornmunfty.confliCt over ol.d growth' and wilderness 

forests, and  

ii)' 'direct the Min.isters for Land and. Water conservation and 
Environment to reach.'aglTeemeflt with the Commonwealth: Government 

• 	. , ' 	as a matter of urgency and byno laterthan the end of February 
1994 on 'irnplemention'f'the National Forest Policy in NSW' 

• .,. 	. 'paicularly In reference to .the south east rests with regard to:: 

• a) the undertaking of joint.Commonwealthlstate regional assessments' 
• . 	. offorest values; includig old growth' and world heritage values; 

the establishment of a satisfactory moratorium on logging activities 

• 	in the high conservation valUe forests comprising the. erit-ire Nalbaugh' 
and C.thcart State Forests; Coolangubra State Forest est of 

• Coolangubra Forest. Way and Dèvi!s Rote 'Road; Bbndi' link betwqen 
Nalbaugh rid t4ungatta National Parks; Tantawarigalo and Devils 

• Creeks and Mirrica River catchmentS;and Nullica StateForest 

• National. Es-tate Area; . ' 	.  

• 	 '' c) supply of alternative timber ,areas Sd. s
'
pecific measures to 

protect employment, where necessary; and - 	, 	 --• . 

'iii) consider a censure motion' in the event of the Ministers-failing to 

implement, ii).." 	 .. 	 . .. 	'. 	 . 	. . 

T 
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t 
PARLIAMEt.iT OF NEW SO 	WALES 
LEG'SLAyjv ASSaLy . .• 	 . . 	. .. .. . - 

COASt 

11 November 1993 

The Hon. George Surfr 
Mint for Land and Waxer COnsewadon 
Prljmenr Mouse 	. 
$ThNEY 2000 . . 	.. 

OFFICE; •. Suite I. 15t Floor 
SQ 3erry Srest 

HONE : (044)21 040g 
(044% 21 .0222 

FAX•• 	CO22iiao 

MAIL;. 	P.Q,avj34 	: 
NOWRAs4 

Dear MrSourjsi 	. .. 	. 	.. 	. . 
	 .. 	.. . . 1 	. . 

I am wnung in regard to yesterday's urgency motion about the Nanonal Forest Policy 

As I znthcatecj to you in our convs,n in the Rouse, I believe  i 	 the NPPS should be fully mplemente& Mthougi I COUId not suppärt A motion to condemn both zzj 	tills: lia Icertajpjy would next time Under the NPPS the co-opeznon of the NSW Is most impon&it and I believe Paxhame& should be scruuxusing its acuvities 	 - 

I.  note in your prcss release of 10 November that you c1th the Joint Scientific Study of the south-east forests meets the regional survey and assesszneju obligafions of the NPPS 

I am convinced by the attáhe e.vide 	llvh thoisr 	view. your pres release be Iwould eapect the ~outh-eastfa 	to.be subjeevio furtherss!asanaa moratonum. in order to comply with the NFPS 

I would also expect that over: the next thrèi and a 
Cothmon*(Jth and 	 f thonths t should be p sslble for. the NSWGave 	to itch. agIteme& Qfl a basic package of .measuies :to implement the NPPS . throughout NSW and. in pazUcS the souch.aa., and iflcIu4ing: 
1. JoInt regional assOsmerits of old growth, world herige, biodiversity and other forest values 	 .. 	.... 	 . 	

.. .... 	.. 	. 	 .. 

2 A moratonum on logging activities in high nservtgr forests with delinganon of areas and provis for special NSW legislation, (if requi, as may be the case for the south- east). 

: 
:' 	

ofmi assessmertu. , . H . 	. 

4 Mcasuresto ensure employment and  
pertod 	 alcrnaave supplies of timber during the momwnum 
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SOUTH EAST FORESTS 

I The NSW Government claim that the 1990 Joint Scientific Committee 

• (JSC) is 	ufficient to meet the need for regiOnaL assessments. 	This is 

I
incorrect 

Terms of reference of, the JSC 

I Ros Kelly (1990) stated that the JSC report was 'limited by its terms 
of teferenè 	(p;10) and did ilot contain 'all the data necessary to 
design reserve? (p 9). 

I . 	. The JSCs terms of reference did not inclUe 'wilderness' or 	oId 	- . 

growth' The JSC itself admitted that it 'had nejther the time nor-the 

U
resQurces to assess conservation value fulI/ 	(p  34) 

- 	Wi-I d?rness 	... 	. 	- 	•- 	- 	: 	. 	-. 	: 	. 	. 	: 	I 	. 	--.- 	-. 	- 

I While the JSC recognised that 'wilderness reservation requires large 
tracts of undisturbed lano (p37) 1 	wilderness was not addressed by 
the committee' (p38) 

-. A. number of authorities have ricgnised -  that this lEck of  
consideration of wilderness was a major omission from the JSC's 

- 	-. - 	wdy and stressed the need for such assessment (ANP-WS 1990: p.11; 
OASETT 1990: pa2. AHC 1990i P.1;:  p.8;Ros Keliy::1,990.-p.6; p.9;.  p.10)  

Old Growth 

U The JSC did not assess old growth attributes 	It did not recognise 
-- the did growth ètatus.csf thés uth east-forests - (p.xJ. -'thIsh,as been 

criticised;  

DASETT (1990) expressed concern that the next 3 decades of alternate 

-, - 	áotip.e logging- wpuld see thG conversion of -the-south east forests - to 
regrowth (p 4)  

The Authtralian - Heritage commisSion (1990)- sated- that thé:aC. tailed 
- - to come to - gripwith..oId- growth forest? (6.2); -and it 'ighored the 
significance of old growth forest? (p 2. p 6). 

U
Btoloy,cal data 

The JSC dud not incorporate biological data in its final analysis for a 
reserve system. This has been widely criticised eq 	CSIRO 1990 	p 3, 

Up 9 	Possingham 1990 	p2. AKPWS 1990 	p4; AHC 1990 - p 1. CSIRO 
1990b 	p1, NPWS 1991a. p15 

World Hèrige  

- 	
- 	. -- 	The .JSC did. not consi4er wbrrd heritage.values, which have recently --: -. 

been addressed in an independent study:  

'An assessment of the natural environments of the Far South East of 

- flew South Wales against -  world heritage criteria for natural própertiS- 
shows that these merit inàlusion - in a wOrld MeritàgS nomination U - -. - -. focused- on the .eucalypt dominated scierophyll open forests of South 	- 	-: 

- 	- 	- 	- . 	EaterhAustreJth (Mosiey tind cqstin - 1992, p 	IV)- 



CHAIR 	 t NOV 1993 
Joint ANZECC - AFC National Forest Policy Statement 

Implementation Sub-committee 
Dr Frank McKinnell 

Phone (09) 386 8811 Fax (09) 386 1578 

Dr S Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Dr Walker 

DEVELOPMENT OF CRITERIA FOR A FOREST RESERVE SYSTEM 

Under the National Forest Policy, a working party has been set up to develop criteria to guide the 
establishment of a forest ecosystem reserve system, using the principles of Comprehensiveness, 
Adequacy and Representativeness (CAR). The working party is also required to consider how 
CAR principles relate to wilderness areas. You are invited to contribute any thoughts you or your 
organisation may have on these issues, to assist the work of the working party. 

As it is hoped to have a draft report ready for the next meeting of the Council of Australian 
Governments in February 1994, it will be necessary for you to provide your input to the 
Secretariat, JAN15, GPO Box 858, Canberra AC]' 2601 (fax 06 272 4875) by 31 December 
1993. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Frank McKinnell 
CHAIRMAN 

23 November 1993 
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Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

Mr Jeff Angel 
CoDirector 
Total Environment Centre 
1/88 Cumbezland'St 
SYDNEY 2000 

VON3V 1993 

Dear Mr Angel, 

I refer to your representations on behalf of the Total Environment Centre, 
Australian Conservation Foundation, Greenpeace, Nature Conservation 
Council, National Parks Association, The Wilderness Society, North East Forest 
Alliance, Coolong Foundation for Wilderness and South ES. Forest Affiance 
concerning the National Forest Policy Statement (NIPS). 

I wish to assure you that my Government remains committed to the orderly 
implementatior of the NIPS in accordance with the agreed principles of the 
National Ecologically Sustainable Development Strategy, which require ensuring 
balance between conservation and development considerations. 

Comments have been made to the effect that NSW is not complying with the 
NF1'S, and specifIc reference has been made to logging operations in 
compaitnent 1402 of Nalbaugh State Forest- 

In this regard, it needs to be remembered that the NF1'S does not overide the 
1990 Commonwealth/State South East Forest Agreement. The Prime Minister 
recently advised that his Government remains committed to the 1990 
Agreement and that the Agreement is not extinguished by the NF1'S. 

Logging operations in compartment 1402, and throughout the Eden Forest 
Management Area, comply. with all relevant State legislation and are consistent 
with the precepts underlying the 1990 Agreement - Further, the 1990 Agreement 
itself, complies with the principles of the National ESD Strategy. The Agreement 
balances both conservation and -development objectives by protecting high 	- 
conservation value forests through reservation in the national parks system, 
while also ensuring the continued viability of the region's timber industry 
through an industry restructuring package. 

In fact, the Agreement meets many of the obligations imposed under the NF1'S for the 
region. Significantly, the NF1'S requires that regional forest assessments: be undertaken 
as a basis for decision making on forest use. 

8th Floor. Sate Office Black. Macquazie Sireer, Sydney 2000. Telephone: (02) 2285555. Facsimile: (02) 231 1110 

GPO Box 5341, Sydney 2001 
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The Joint Scientific Study of the south east forest, which was undertaken by the 
NSW Government and the Federal ALP Government in 1990, and which forms the 
basis of the 1990 Agreement, meets regional survey and assessment obligations 
under the NFL'S. On the basis of the data provided by this regional assessment, the 
1990 Agreement sets aside 55,000 heactares. of State forest for reservation as national 
park, and establishes two Special Prescription Areas which are available for logging, 
bin wbichjnay need to be managed differently from other areas.to protect 
conservation vatues. 	 I 

Compartment 1402falls within one of these Areas. In accordance with the spirit of 
the 1990 Agreement, NIPWS and State Forests have agreed on a set of harvting 
prescriptions for the compartment designed to protect fauna and old growth values 
which include the retention oIwildlife corridors, a prohibition on the felling of tees 
for woodchip and strict guidelines to mitigate against soil erosion and water 
pollution- 

In addition to the allocative decisions provided for under the 1990 Agreement, there 
are a number of processes underway across the State which ensure obligations under 
the NFL'S for the protection of old growth forests and forested wilderness are met 

• 	Specifically, the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1991 places a moratorium 
on logging in old growth forests identified in the Government's 1990 Old Growth 
Forest Strategy pending the completion and determination by the Minister for 

• Planning of environmental impact statements. (ElS) under:the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The Act also excludes logging from wilderness 

• nominations which had not previously been the subject of an EIS. 

Further the Wilderness Act 1987 provides for the nomination and assessment of 
• 	areas for wilderness values, and the Government is currently involved in the 

consideration of a number of wilderness nominations. 

The NF1'S was never meant to impose a moratorium on logging in old growth 
forests, and indeed specifies that "Australia will continue to use old growth timber 
for many years". Rather, the NFL'S represents an attempt to balance forest 
conservation and development considerations. My Government will continue to 
ensure that the conservation and economic utilisation of forests in this State is 
consistent with this objective. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jhn Fahey, 
Premier 
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FOREST POLICY: SHAM & SHAME 

The Australian Democrats have called on the Keating government to take urgent 
action to save huge areas of old growth forest and wilderness being destroyed by 
forestry in five states. 

Democrats' leader Cheryl Kernot says despite a moratorium negotiated by federal 
and state governments at a meeting in December last year, millions of tonnes of 
woodehip have been taken from high conservation value forests in 1993. 

The National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS), which was agreed to by 8tate and 
federal govenunents on December 7 last year, provides for long term security of 
supply for the industry as well as containing a strategy to protect Australia's rapidly 
diminishing areas of old growth forest and wilderness. 

As part of that strate' the states agreed to undertake "high priority assessments" 
to deternilne which tracts of forest should be saved. 

The governments agreed in the statement that until those assessments were 
completed: "Forest management agencies will avoid activities that may significantly 
affect those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high 
conservation 'alue". 

Just days after that agreement federal cabinet approved woodchip export licences 
for 1993. In 1992/93 some 5,82 million tonnes of woodohip was taken, much of which 
came from those areas identified as likely to have high conservation value. 

The moratorium 18 still in place but the new Minister for Resources, Michael Lee, 
is set to announce the next round of export licences for 1994 within weeks. 

"Unless action is taken cabinet will once again clear the way for the destruction of 
vast tracts of irreplaceable forest, despite being a party to an agreement which 
specifically says such activity should be avoided until a national forest survey is 
concluded and a national system of reserves is put in place," Senator Kernot said, 

Senator Kernot said she fully supported the efforts of Federal Environment Minister 
Ros Kelly, who has asked for the licence renewal issue to be listed urgently on the 
cabinet agenda. 

../2 (more over) 
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"Roe Kelly knows irreplaceable forest is being destroyed because her ministerial 
colleague Mr Lee refuses to accept that the NFPS Includes this moratorium clause," 
Senator Kernot said. 

"That is despite it being in black and whit. He argues forest management agencies 
should only avoid old growth and wilderness areas if, in his own words, prudent and 
feasible alternatives are not available, 

"flut this semantic device is not good enough. It is just dressed-up and convenient 
wording disguising a disgraceful sell-out of a precious natural resource by a 
government which pretends to be environmentally-aware. 

"The fact is the woodehip export licence allocation set in train logging in areas which 
are listed on the Register of the National Estate, some of which has been identified 
as having World heritage value." 

Senator Kernot said the Democrats believed the new round of export licences should 
exclude woodehips derived from old growth forest and wilderness areas, 

She said Mrs Kelly, who has ministerial responsibility for advising Mr Lee on the 
license issue, had prepared a list of exclusion areas and she called on Mr Lee to 
accept this list. 

'In short, the forest protection strate' should be reflected in the conditions Mr Lee 
attaches to this round of licences," 

Senator Kernot said her party senate colleagues, led by South Australia's John 
Coulter, had journeyed to forest areas around the nation this week to examine, first 
hand, the incidenèe of forest felling in contravention of the COAG (Council of 
Australian Governments) agreement. 

The senators would bring information about activities on the ground to a special 
party room discussion of the issue when parliament resumes in Canberra next week 
on the eve of Mr Lee's licence decision. - 

Senator. Kernot said the logging in question was under way In five states 
- NSW, 

Queensland, Victoria, West Australia and Tasmania, 

In NSW an agreement, first negotiated between the Hawke and Greiner government 
in 1990 but which was left on hold for some years, Is now being renegotiated to 
reserve only 55,000 hectares of forest. 

"In our view the NF1'S should supersede this agreement and open the way for more 
forest to be saved in the south east of NSW, If the Keating and Fahey governments 
can't agree to increase the area to be protected, then Canberra should take unilateral 
action on the woodchip licences." 

In Queensland the state government has been i'eluctantly forced to concede that 
ralnforest logging was under way. Areas threatened by logging this season include 

"./3 (more over) 
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forest on the Clarke Range, west of Mackay and the Connors range, south of Sauna.! 
These comprise a mixture of rairiforest and old growth eucalypt forest. 

"Some 4,000 cubic metres of rainforest timber per year is taken from central 
Queensland to be used for structural purposes rather than for high grade use, such 
as furniture, This continued logging of timber from virgin rainforests is a national 
disgrace." 

Senator Kernot said about a third of the area up for logging th 1993 in Victoria's 
East Gippsland involved old growth or wilderness forests and she called for a hold 
on logging until the results of Commonwealth surveys in the area were completed. 

The West Australian government has just increased the area of clear felling from 
around 1,500 hectares of forest per year to 2,000 per year for the next decade. 

"It is a tragedy that up to 85% of some species of trees being felled in the west is just 
exported as woodchips." 

Tasmania was the only state not to agree to sign the NF1'S but this is no reason to 
condone the further destruction of Tasmania's wilderness. 

Senator Kernot said that forests now threatened by logging were the Picton, Weld 
and Huon Valleys in the south west of the state with othera in the Great Western 
Tiers area and on the west coast. 

She said it was one of the great myths that clear felling did not happen any more. 
"Nothing could be further from the truth. Large patches of forest listed on the 
National estate are currently being felled in Tasmania. Clear felling of old growth 
forest occurs in Tasmania, Western Australia, Victoria and in NSW." 

TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW: Geoff Dodd (06) 277-3203 

FORFT POLICY INQUIRIESt Imogen Zethoven (03) 650-2771 



S?d 
NFPS CANT SEE THE FORESTS FOR WOODLANDS 

The National Fores,t Policy Statement (NFPS) forest 
definition requires trees to be only 5 metres high.. The 
1974 Forestryand Wood BaseciIndustries Development 
Conference(FORW000) required trees to be at least 20 
metres high to make a forest. Forests criteria have 
shrunk by an amazing 400 per cent in the twenty years 
between FORWOOD and NFPS. 

Our amazing shrinking perception comes as no surprise to 
the Colony Foundatioh. The FORW000 study lead to 
Commonwealth funding for softwood plantations. The 
outcome of FORWOOD was to be that Australia had limited 
forest resources which must be augmented by softwood 
plantations. Large Commonwealth grants were then provided 
to the states for pine plantatipns to established (even 
in the Northerp Tet- ritory.where it is impossible to 
growth softwoods economically). 

The Colony Foundation suggests that the outcome of the 
NFPS will be that Australia has extensive tracts of 
hardwood forests (which are actually woodlands) and only 
a fraction of these will harvested. The 5 metre forest 
tree criteria will permit the forest industry tq dupe 
politicans that the woodlands in national parks are in 
factS forests. Accordingly the industry position will be 
that adequate areas of old growth forests are protected 
as the NFPS will demonstrate. The Colony Foundation 
rejects that forest definition used in the NFPS and 
poncludes that the NFPS is a sham. So much for value 
free, objective resource assessment. 

7/ /7 3. 
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TOXIC CHEMICALS tOMMITTEE 
TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE INC. 
Shop 1 Gloucester Walk 
88 Cumberland Street Sydney 2000 
Phone (02) 247 4714 Fax (02) 247 7118 

loll/i 

16 December 1993 

Dear 

1994-A YEAR OFACTION 

The Toxic Chemicals Committee will work on three main fronts next year: 

• combating Sydney's worsening air pollution 

• removal of phosphate pollution of the Hawkesbury-Nepean and inland rivers 

• reducing the chemical load in schools 	 - 

Elizabeth O'Brien will join our team as a campaigner. 
She has been a prime mover in the lead - 
reduction campaign and achieved great 
results (see opposite). 

However, our funds are very low and we.need - 
your donation so we can continue to employ Elizabeth 
and maintain out public information service, which 
is heavily used by the community: 

Your supporLwill ensure the success of our efforts. 

Donations are lax deductible -. please fill in the 
form oveileaf. 

Yours sihcerely, 

JL%&C LtJoay  

Herbert Beauchamp 
Chairperson, TCC 

PS: Please find enclosed a complimentary copy of 
our information brochure - 'A Consumer's Guide 
To Cleaning and Greening 

PPS: Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

ELIZABETH O'BRIEN 
Elizabeth is volunteer National 
Co-ordinator of the Lead Education and 
Abatement Group. Her campaign which 
is in its third year has brought medical 
and scientific experts, parents and 
environmentalists together. 

As a result the level of concern for blood 
lead in children was slashed and State 
Governnents have undertaken to reduce. 
lead in petrol by 25-50% over the next 
year 

Elizabeth is trained in science and 
teaching and will join TCC to work with 
the Committee and other campaigners at 
Total Environment Centre. - 
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Deparimessi of the 

Keith Muir 
Director 
The Colong Foundation.for Wilderness 
Gloucester Walk 
88 Cumberland Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Muir 

Thank you for your letter of 10 November 1993 to the Minister for the Environment, 
Sport and Territories, the Hon Ros Kelly, conceriing public involvement in the 
National Forest Policy Statement (NEPS) implementation. Mrs Kelly has asiced me to 
reply to your lptter on her behalf. 

Arrangements are currently being finalised to establish the forest policy advisory 
body outlined in the NIPS and it is anticipated that the body will have its initial 
meeting early in 1994. 

This body is the appropriate avenue to enable those that may be directly affected by 
policy decisions to have an input into the policy development process. 

The forests policy advisory body will pro.'ide the opportunity for nonLgovernment 
organisations to contribute to, among other things, the work of the NEPS technical 
working groups on reserve criteria and baseline environmental standards before they 
are finalised for the Council of Australian Governments in mid 1994. 

Work undertaken by the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) on national criteria for 
cOnservation reserve selection for forest. ecosystems has already been referred to the 
relevant NFPS technical working group as input to the reserve criteria process. 

You may be assured that Mrs Kelly shaies your concern for community involvement 
in the implementation of the NFPS. In this way the best protection for Australia's 
native forests can be achieved as well as an appropriate balance struck between the 
environment and economic interests ofAustralia by encouraging the conservation and 
sustainable development of our natural resOurces. 

Yours sincerely 

i3- 
Bany Reville 

• Assistant.Secretary 
• Sustainable Land and Water Use Branch 
it January1994 

GPO Box 787, Canbeuá. ACT 2601. Telephone 06274 liii Facsimile 06274 1123 
AusIr',Ii.an 	made 	100 	per 	ceric 	recycled 	paper 
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THE ROCKS .NSW 2000 

• 	 PHoNE: .(02) 247 42061247 2228 

FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 	- 	 -. 

Friday December 10 193 

• The -Hon Ros Kólly Minister for the Envirrnment, 	 -• :- -• - 

• 	Sport an4 .Territoris: 	• 	 • -: 

Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Ms Kelly, 

Our organisations understand- that Resources Minister Mr Lee will bring a 
submission to Cabthet on Monday December 13th on the South East Forests, 
which will necessarily involve the interpretation and the implementation of the 
National Forest Policy Strategy (NIPS) 

Our organisattons cousider Monday's decision will be a, critical test of the 
Federal Governmenf s adherence to the NPFS. 

It is our strong view that the moratorium clause, the regional assessment 
process and the establishment of a comprehenS1V representative an adequate 
reserve system are fündaxnetntal to the implementation of the NFL'S 

We refer to your correspondence of. the 22pd. of pecember 1992 to NSW 
Ministers Hartcher and West which identified old growth and wilderness forest 
areas in the S oath East These areas should be covered in the moratorium an&a 
comprehensive regional assessment process should urgently be undertakeil. 

We understand that in Mr Lee's subrmssiofl there is a xeqpest for the release of 
Commonwealth funds, the  bulk of winch would be spent on the South East 
timber mdustiy. We cannot accept that the Commonwealth shpuld release funds 
to the timber industry which are not explicitly tied to fñlfilliTig the :consô±vaUOn 
requirements of the NEPS 

• We umlerstan$, aüd. not:with :alar that. no detail d information 04 the - •- • - 
mtended expenditure package has been provided Ior the consideration of 
Cabinet Ministers prior to the decision. 

page 1 
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The National Forest Policy Stétement acknowledges that logging operations in some 
old-growth forests will continue for some time to meet the d mend for timber. At the same 
time, the Governments are actively promoting plantation development, particularly on 
cleared agricultural land, to help meet our future timber needs; 

In. December last year the former Minister for Resources, the Hon Michael Lee MP, 
announced his decision to approve export licences for major woodchlp exporters. The 
decisionfoflowed a detailed assessment on the environmental Impacts of woodchip 
operations in native forests. 

In considering applications for woodchlp export licences, theMinistei for Resources took 
Into account advice from the Australian i-Ierltage Commission concerning national estate 
Issues, and advice from the Australian Nature Conservation Agency concerning the 
protection of endangered species. The Minister also considered advice from the former 
Minister for the Environment, the Hon Ros Kelly MP. 

in response to this advice, a number of areas proposed for logging by the States were 
excluded from the approved licences, and the lidences inciuded.conditions to minimise 
impacts on the national estate, to ensure the protection of endangered species, and to 
avoid significant adverse environmental Impacts. To reduce adverse environmental 
impacts, woodchlp export iicences require compliance with codes of praótice and 
environmental prescriptions, and forestry operations need to be undertaken in accordance 
with other forUst manSgement agreemeñls 

The 1994 export itcenôes are also consistent with Environmental impact Assessments 
under Commonwealth law which have been conducted for major woodchipping operations 
In native forests. 

Yours sincerely 

WA Handke 
Acting AssIstant Secretary 

• Forests Branch 
Land ResoUrces Division 

• 2.. March 1994 
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You should appreciate that the objective to provide an adequate and 
representative system of old growth forest reserves already has a strong base 
to chsvelop from. An extensive network of national parks and nature reserves 
will continue to provide a significant reserve for maintenance of flora and fauna 
divers?ty. On any reasonable definitIon of old growth forest the majority on 
forets in national parks are substantially unlogged and contain over two million 
hectares (nearly 60%) of the nearly four million hectares of old growth forest 
estimated to remain on publicly owned lands managed by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS), State Forests and water supply authorities. 

Logging is proposed on less than 10% of these publicly owned old growth 
forests, and within these areas proposed for logging, decisions on whether to 
manage areas for long term timber production or to add them to the reserve 
system will be made after full consideration of reservation needs and socio-
economic consequences. This will be done via the £15 program set out in the 
Timber Industry (Interim) Protection Act and in accordance with the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act Each EIS will be determined 
indopen'dently by the Department of Planning after input by the NPWS on 
conservation requirements, fauna Impact and compliance with the Endanpered 
Fauna (Interim Protection) Act 

These processes will ensure that the NFPS requirement to adequately survey 
old growth forests ahead of logging will be met. It is likely that conservation 
areas will be expanded as a result of the LIS process. 

Regarding your concern about destruction of whole ecosystems, it is not correct 
to eQuate 'clearfellirig' with 'selective' logging. Clearfelling is not carried out 
over broad areas in NSW. In selectively logged forests significant conservation 
values are maintained by retaining healthy, growing trees, wildlife habitat trees, 
areas of undisturbed forests, and streamside and wildlife corridors. The 
resultIng variable age, mixed age and mature forests that develop over time on 
managed State forests supplement reserves In National Parks by extending 
ecological and habitat diversity. 

Your proposals for employment programs are noted. It neEds to be recognised 
that the timber industry in NSW (hardwood and softwood) directly employs 
about 10 000 people in primary processing alone. The sustained yield strategy 
for native forests will depend, for at least the next 20 years, on continuing 
access to "old growth a  forests, until yields can be fully sustained from trees 
grown to maturity in previously logged areas. Operations in old growth forest 
currently provide about 50% of the sawlog yield from indigenous State forests. 
Immediate cessation of all old growth logging would have massive employment 
and social consequences for towns dependent on the hardwood timber 
industry. 

Your letter refers to the potentIal role of plantations in meeting the State's 
timber needs. However, there should be no unrealistic expectations of what the 
present plantation resource can provide, or what can be practically achieved by 
expanding the plantation program. State Forests has played a major role in 

) 
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NSW'S CO?ThUTTMENT TO THE NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT - A CASE STUDY 

Dailan Pugh, North East Forest Alliance 

Logging commenced in high conservation value oldgrowth forest in 
compartment 579 in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest (11 km north-east of the 
town of Dorrigo in north-east NSW) on the 20 September 1994. Logging has 
been approved to occur in the area without an Environmental Impact 
Statement (which was due to be completed two years ago) or a Fauna Impact 
Statement. NEFA began a blockade of the area on the 22 September. 

In December 1992 Premier Fahey signed the National Forest Policy Statement. 
This committed him and his Government to abide by its requirements. 

The .NFPS (pit) states: 

"forest management agencies will avoid activities 	that may 
significanly affect those areas of old-growth forest or wilderness 
that are likely to have high conservation value." 

The crucial question is whether the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) 
applies to compartment 579. In 'order for the NF1'S to apply the forest in 
question must beoldgrowth and iiust be likely to have high conservation 
value. Compartment 579 meets both these criteria. 

(1) Is CONPARTMENT 579 OLDGflOWTH FOREST 

In April 1994 NEFA. released its "A Study to Identify Old Growth Forest at 
Wild Cattle Creek". The study used the most advanced methodology, which had 
been developed by the Victorian Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources- for East Gippsland, to. assess some 20,000 ha of public forests. 
The study identified 3,062 ha of oldgrowth remaining in the study area as 
at December 1993, of which 1,074 ha was high productivity oldgrowth on 
moderate and gentle slopes. Logging has since been concentrating on these. 
stancLs and thus their area has been significantly reduced. 

Compartment 579 was identified as the core of the largest remaining stand 
of high productivity oldgrowth forest remaining in the study area. 
Compartment 579 contains oldgrowth Brush Box and Tallowwood-Elue Gum 
dominated forest. Brush Box may live for over 2000 years and Tallowwood for 
over 1000 years,.these are truly ancient forests. 

State Forests have consistently been maintaining that the areas NEFA 
identified as oldgrowth are not oldgrowth. NEFA reached agreement with 
State Forests and the timber industry to engage an independent oldgrowth 
expert, - Mr. Ritman from CaLM's Land Information Centre, to inspect the 
area. Mr. Ritman inspected compartment 579 on the 7 September 1994 and 
subsequen.tly reported: 

'The non rainforest component of the majority of the compartment is 
characterfsed by significant proportions-- of senescing growth stages 
that show negligible disturbance, in both the overstorey and 
understorey. These areas qualify as Old Growth Forest under [the] NFPS 
definitions." - 

"Comparison between the API . that I conducted, and the maps from the 
NEFA Wild Cattle Creek report, shows significant congruence. The 

4 

	

	
- growth staging in most cases over the two compartments was identical 
from both studies." 

\ 
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It is thus established beyond doubt that the area in contention in 
compartment 579 is in fact oldgrowth forest. 

(2) IS COLVIFARTMENT 579 OF LIKELY HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE. 

In its 1993 submission to the Dorrigo £15 the NPWS stated of the oldgrowth 
forest in compartment 579: 

"Consistent with the National Forest Policy Statewent forestry 
acti'ities must be eccluded from this area of oldgrowth forest as it 
has recognised high conservation values, including rainforest, and 
inadequately conserved plant communities and is likely to contain rare 
and endangered species." 

All of the logging area in comp. 579 encompasses inadequately reserved 
plant communities. Brush Box has been identified as having between 1-10%, 
and Tallowwood-Blue Gum between 1-5%, of their remaining extent in reserves 
in the region (Hagar and Benson 1994). The reservation status of both types 
thus falls well below the requirement . for 10% reservation of origional 
extent. recommended by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). 

The NP%JS (1993) note that the inadequacy of Tallowwood - Blue Gum oldgrowth 
forest in the reserve system in the Dorrigo area "is of serious concern". 
The NPWS recommends that all forestry activities be excluded from 
Tallowwood-.Blue Gum in u4logged and lightly logged forests due to their 
high conservation value. They also recommend that logging be excluded from 
unlogged and lightly logged Brush Box forests. 

There are 15 nationally endangered or rare plant species which are known or 
expected to occur in the area. A number of these are essentially restricted 
to the Dorrigo area and reach their greatest abundance in rajnforest 
understoreys and on oldgrowth trees (ie. orchids). 

There are records of eleven endangered animals from the vicinity of 
Downfall Creek: Tiger Quoll, Koala, Long-nosed Potoroo, Parma Wallaby, Red-
legged Pademelon, Greater Broad-nosed Bat, Great Fipistrelle, Sooty Owl, 
Rufous Scrub Bird, Giant Barred Frog and Sphagnum Frog. These species, 
along with at least 9 other endangered species, are known or expected to 
occur in compartment 579. State Forests list an additional 20 endangered 
species that they consider may occur in the compartment 579. 

Independent fauna experts have attested that this area is of national 
significance for a number of species that are rapidly declining towards 
extinction. There is no doubt that Compartment 579 contains critical 
habitat for the survival of these species, both locally and nationally. The 
decision Of the NPWS to licence State Forests to kill these species will 
not ensure their survival. 

The oldgrowth forests in compartment 579 also have otstanding 
recreational/tourism potential and significant water catchment values. 

There can.be  no doubt that compartment 579 is of high conservation value. 

CONCLUSION 

Compartment 579 is oldgrowth forest of high conserVation value and thus 
under the requirementsof the National Forest Policy Statement no logging 
activities should be allowed to occur in it. The logging that is currenflä 

toccuring there is in direct contravention of the TIFFS. 
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NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT 

THE NATIONAL FOREST POLICY 

The National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) was signed by Premier Fahey 
in December 1992. It committed his government to assessing forests for 
their conservation values, including oldgrowth and wilderness values, 
and establishing a comprehensive,, adequate and representative 
reservation system to protict oldgrowth forest and wilderness values of 
public land by the end of 1995. Until this assessment is complete it 
further requires that: 

"forest management agencies will avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old-growth forest or 
wilderness that are likely to have high conservation value". 

The NFPS is the only forest policy that NSW has. Despite the fact that 
Premier Fahey signed the NFPS he has failed to abide byits 
requirements to avoid activities in oldgrOwth forest and wilderness 
likely to be of high conservation value and there is now no way the 
1995 deadline can possibly be met. 

AVOIDING ACTIVITIES IN OLDGROWTH FOREST AND WILDERNESS ].IYLY TO BE 
OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE 

Oldgrowth forest is still being logged at a rate of some 20,000 ha per 
annum in NSW, that is some 60 ha a day. Much of this is oldgrowth 
forest of exceptionally high conservation value. Two examples are given 
below: 

WAUCHOPE MMTACEItENT AREA 

In its assessment of the Kempsey/Wauchope MAs EIS the Department of 
Planning undertook a preliminary assessment of the conservation value 
of odgrowth forest. They identified two blocks of oldgrowth forest in 
the Waüchope MA to be of the highest conservation value. When the 
MInister for Planning, Mr. Webster, determined the £15 he deleted one 
df these blocks as it had already been lagged (subsequent to being 
identified by the floP) and allowed the other block to be placed first 
.in'the order works for iinent logging. Other oldgrowth forests of 
idntified high conservation value were also put down for imminent 
logging. 

WILD CATTLE CREEK 

A currently contentious issue is the logging of oldgrowth forest in 
compartment 579 in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest. This forest is 
dominated by Tallowwood, some of which are over 1000 years old, and 
Brush Box, some of which are over 2000 years old - it is truly 
oldgrowth forest... 

To help resolve an ogoingdispute between conservationists, State 
Forests and the timber industry over the area it was mutually agreed 
that an ilidependent oldgrowth expert, Mr. Ritman(froin CaLM's Land 
Information Centre), inspect.the area to determine whether it was 
oldgrowth forest or not. Mr. Ritman subsequently reported: 

"The non rainforest component of the majority of the compartment 
is characterised by significant proportions of senescing growth, 
stages that show negligible disturbance, in both the overstorey 
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and understorey. These areas qualify as Old Growth Forest under 
[the] NFPS definitions." 

In its 1993 submission to the Dorrigo £15 the National Parks and 
SJildlife Service stated of the oldgrowth forest in compartment 579: 

"Consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement forestry 
activities must be excluded from this area of oldgrowth forest as 
it has recognised high conservation values, including rainforest, 
and inadequately conserved plant communities and is likely to 
contain rare and endangered species." 

Compartment 579 provides habitat for 15 nationally endangered or rare 
plant species, a number of these are essentially restricted to the 
Dorrigo area and reach their greatest abundance in rainforest 
understoreys and on oldgrowth trees (ie. orchids). 

There are records of twelve endangered animals from within or nearby 
compartment 579 and State Forests list an additional 28 endangered 
animal species that they consider may occur in the compartment. 

It is beyond doubt that compartment 579 meets the criteria of high 
conservation value oldgrowth forest and thus in keeping with the 
requirements of the NFPS should not now be being logged. Despite being 
well aware of this evidence the Minister for Land and Watei. 
Conservation, Mr. Souris, has given his personal go-ahead for logging. 

3. MORATORIUN AREAS 

As a result of a succession of court cases by the North East Forest 
Alliance, which reinforced the necessity for Environmental Impact 
Statements (EISs) to be prepared before logging oldgrovth forests, 
Premier Greiner was forced to anndunce that 170,000 ha of predominately 
oldgrowth forest would be placed in moratoriums in north-east NSW 
pending the preperation of KISs. The Government now maintains that 
these moratorium areas meet their responsibilities under the NFPS. 
These moratorium areas: 

* only included some oldgrowth forest in 14 of the 28 Forestry 
Management Areas which State Forests had identified as having 
"lcrggable" oldgrowth forest, 

* incorporated less than one quartre of the "loggable" old.growth 
estimated to remain on State Forests at that time, 

* included cleared land, logged forest, severely burnt forest and 
large areas of steep unloggable forest, 

* included no assessment of the conservation values of oldgrowth 
forests to identify those areas of highest conservation value so 
that they could be protected, 

* left out some of the highest conservation value oldgrowth forest 
for logging while the EISa were prepared. 

These moratorium areas were subsequenty incorporated into the TI(IP) 
Act. Parliament added some additional wilderness areas to these 
moratorium areas, though significant wilderness areas were excluded. 
The TI(IP) Act was ammended this year to include additional areas in 
the Eden Management Area though a number of these have since been. 

r 	logged. 
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4. THE TIMBER INDUSTRY (INTERIM PROTECTION) ACT 

• 	In 1992 the NSW Parliament passed the Timber Industry (Interim 
Protection) Act (TI(IP) Act) which was designed to exempt State Forests 
from requirements to comply with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act (1979) until EISs were prepared in accordance with a 
schedule incorporated into the Act. The schedule set timelines for the 
preperation of 15 EISa from the 30 September 1992 to 30 September 1994. 

To date only three of these 15 EISs have been prepared, with 12 EISS 
overdue, one by over two years. State Forests are using a flaw in the 
•TF(IP) Act which allows them to go on logging indefinately until they 
prepare an EIS. As a result high conservation value oldgrowth forests 
are now being logged without assessments of the environmental impacts 
and appropriate constraints. 

The fl(IP) Act was ammended in 1994 to include the Eden Management 
Area- Despite the ammended act clearly defining a large moratorium area 
State Forests have similarly been using a technicality to allow them to 
go on logging in the moratorium areas in breach of the intention of the 
TI(IP) Act- 	• 
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the Hon. Paul Keating, MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House. 
Canberra. 

Dear Paul, 

(::0ctcib:er,:19)94 

We are writing to draw your attention to the plight of Australia's 
forests and seek your support for the Implementation of the 
moratorium clause of the NationaF Forest Policy. The moratorium 
clause stites 'unto assessments are completed state agencies will avoid 
acflvities which may significantly effect area of old growth and 
wilderness likely to have NO tonwvaUon vafua' 

It is clearly ridiculous to be logging areas of high conservation value at 
the same time as they are supposed to be being assessed for their 
incaision In nature conservation reserves. It is also ridiculous for areas 
whose conservation values are well established to be subject to 
logging as is currently occurring. 

The National Forest Policy thWPS) was intended to strike a balance 
between the wishes of industry and the need for further forest nature 
reserves. Almost two years after the NFPS was signed by all states, 
except Tasmania, not one area of forest has been protected, but many 
important areas of forests have been logged. 

Major new forest nature reserves to protect forests are needed in 
Victoria, western Australia, New South Wales, Queensland and 
Tasmania. 

This failure, to implement the forest conservation provisions of the 
NFPS has resulted In a belief by many in the AustralIan community tnat 
the NFPS is simply a mechanism to ensure the logging of the most 
important forest areas currently outside National Parks and World 
Heritage .ar. . 

me export woodchip licence renewals last year failed to protect many 
areas which have well established conservation values. 

The export woodchip licence renewals present the opportunity to 
protect some of the most important wilderness and oldgrowth areas 
in Australia.. 

/2 
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Cabinet must attach stringent environmental Conditions, to any export 
woodcliip licenses which are renewed. These conditions must• be in 
line with conservation provisions of the NFPS as well as the rest of the 
Commonwealth's domestic and international conservation obligations 
including our obligations under the Biodiversity and world Heritage 
Treaties. 

we believe that this year all areas of wilderness  and oldgrowth forest 
likely to have high conservation value should be excluded from the 
export woodchlp Ilcences as a first step towards creating major new 
forest nature reserves around Australia. it should be remembered that 
the NFPS states that this process of protection should be completed 
by the end of 1995. If this is to occur the Covernment will' have to 
move rapidly on this promise. 

Although the implementation of the conservation provisions of the 
NFPS may cause some concern with state Government we beueve it is 
imperative tnat the Commonwealth Government uses all its powers to 
hrinn rnlitt'tnt cr2te cnvernments into line with their environmental 
obligations. 

clearly if these issues are going to be resolved this year It will require 
strong leadership. we seek a meeting of a representative group to 
discuss these issues with you and look forward to your early reply. 

yours sincerely; 
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The Hon. Paul Keating 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra 
ACT 2600 
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Australian conservatiob Foundation 
Conservation Council of Western Australia 

Environment Victoria . -. 

North East Forests Alliance 
Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales 

Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
Wilderness Society 

Dear Prime Minister 

Our organisations are currently working to secure the protection of forests with high conservation 
value. In particular, it is our aim to ensure that conservation commitments made in the National 
Forests Policy Statement (NFPS) by the Commonwealth and all States (except Tasmania) are 
implemented to the full. 

Decisions this year about the woodchip licences under consideration by Minister Beddall will be 
an important statement about the priorities and attitudes of your Government. 

Large areas of forests which have high conservation value are due to be logged and woodchipped; 
despite the conservation undertakings made in the NFPS, including that the states will 'avoid 
activities that may significantly affect those areas of old growth or wildernss that are likely to have 
high conservation value'. 

Clearly the States are not meeting theft commitments and responsibilities under the NFPS: 
Australians now look to your Government to up-hold the conservation elements of the NFPS and to 
protect high conservation value native forests. 

The protection of our native forests is a contentious issue within Government because of the 
perceived conflict between conservation obligations and industry development imperatives. 

The native forests based industry provides little hope of stable employment as tharkets for 
sawptimber are lost to the more competitive plantation-grown softwoods; while internatioral 
markets for woodchips are rapidly diversifying, based on the many millions of hectaxes of eucalypt 
plantations now maturing in other countries. 

We are concerned that the focus of media attention is on the conflict between conservationists and 
the timber industry and workers. There are two negative consequences of this. First, Australias 
native forests are being lost unnecessarily. Second, the real opportunities for growth in the wood 
products industry are being overlooked and may never be realised. 

We are seeking an opportunity for a delegation to meet with you in the next two weeks to discuss 
these issues, to explore opportunities for the Commonwealth to resolve the conflict over logging 
and woodchipping in native forests, and to discuss the roles we might each play in achieving a good 
policy outcpme for this Government, conservation and industry. 

Yours siiicerely 	 fl 

Linda Parlane 
Environment Victoria 
and on behalf of 	Tricia Cas.well, Executive Director, Australian Conservation Foundation 

• 	Kevin Parker, National Campaign Coordinator, Wilderness Society 
Jeff Angel, South East Forests Alliance 
John Corkill, North East Forests Alliance 
Michael Lynch, Tasmanian Conservation--Trust 
Sid Walker, Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales 
Peter Robertson, Vice President, Conservation Council of Western Australia 



Australian Conservation Foundation 
Conservation Council of Western Australia 

Environment Victoria 
North East Forests Alliance 

Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales 
Tasmanian Conservation Trust 

Wilderness Society 
16November 1994 

The Hon David Beddall 
Minister for Resources 
Parliament House 
Canberra 
ACT 2600 

Dear Mr Beddall 

As you know our organisations are working to secure the protection of native forests with high 
conservation value. In particular, it is our aim to ensure that conservation commitments made in 
the National Forests Policy Statement (NFPS) by the Commonwealth and all States (excet 
Tasmania) are implemented to the full. 

Decisions that you make in the next month will determine the extent to which the Commonwealth 
Government affords protection to high conservation value forests around Australia. 

These decisions are seen to be highly conientious because of the perceived conflict between 
conservation obligations and industry development.imperatives. 

We are seeking an opportunity for a delegation to meet with you in the next two weeks, and prior to 
your making any decision, to discuss these issues. Our agenda might include an exploration of 
opportunities for the Commonwealth to resolve the conflict over logging and woodchipping in 
native forests, and a discussion of the roles we might each play in achieving a good policy outcome 
for this Government, conservation and industry. 

Yours sincerely 
	/ 

/. 	. 
Linda Parlane 
Environment Victoria 

and on behalf of 

Tricia Caswell, Executive Director, Australian Conservation Foundation 
Kevin Parker, National Campaign Coordinator, Wilderness Society 
Jeff Angel, South East Forests Alliance 
John Corkill, North East Forests Alliance 
Michael Lynch, Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
Sid Walker, Nature Conservation Council of NeW South Wales 
Peter Robertson, Vice President, Conservation Council of Western Australia 
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NATURE CONSERVATIOn COUflCIL 
• 	 THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 	.. 

• 	 39GEORGEST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
!H0NE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

re: Implementation of NSW Governmentts Forest. 

Dear Premier, 

• I wrte on behalf of the undersignedgroups to confirm an earlier 
request that you meet with a delegation-from NSW environment grOups 
concerned with forest issues to discuss the implementation of your 
Government's Forest Policy. 

Attached are a number of critiques of the Government'sJune 13th 
announcement on forests prepared by various •  environment groups 
throughout the State (see full list below). 

The environment movement is keen to acknowledge the progress which 
the Can Labor Government has made in moving to resolve the crisis 
over NSW's forests, but these critiques also show that there are major 
concerns about the implementation of your Governmenfs forest policy, 
by State Forests in particular. 

EXPORT WOODCI3IPPING 

Two groups (the South East Forest Conservation Council and The 
Wilderness Society.(ACT)) write of their concerns in relationtb the 
southeast. Of fuindamental importance here are the Government's. 
intentions with regard to the future of the export woodchip industry. It 
is clear that there will be unacceptable pressure on the region's native 
forests, and continuing degradation of conservation ''alues, as long as a 
native forest-based woodchip industry exits in the south east. 

Your letter to Mr Ian Coheh of The Greens NSW, dated Mrch 16th 
1995, made it clear that you intend to 'end export woodchipping by the 
year 2000 or earlier if regional circumstances permit". This unqualified 
statement followed release of the Forestry Policy with its more 
equivocal wor4ing. 	• 

-s 	 • 	 • page 1. 
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We believe the conservation movement can assist your government in 
implementing a woodchip phase-out strategy for both NSW export 
woodchip operations. The South East Forests Conservation Council 
has prepared a detailed woodchip phase-out strategy which would 
ensure that a phase-out is achieved with no net loss of jobs in the 
regions timber industry. In the case of the Sawmillers Export P/L 
woodchipping operation, 'in principle' Commonwealth approval 
expires next year, and we seek your Government's endorsement of our 
view that the Commonwealth Government should grant no further 'in 
principlet approval for export of woodchips from north east NSW. 

PROBLEMS WITH STATE FORESTS MAPPING 

The preliminary assessment of State Forests Conservation Study maps 
by Dailan Pugh of the North East Forest Alliance, The Wilderness 
Society (ACT)'s critique, and the memos from Wingham Forest Action 
and NEFA (Gloucester Region), indicate of some of our concerns about 
inaccuracies and inconsistencies in these maps. 

Unless these problems are rectified, we fear that the commitment made 
by the Minister for Land & Water Conservation on June 13th that "the 
Government will shift logging out of all old growth areas within the 
next three months to save our unlogged native forests" will not be 
honoured. We therefore seek clarification as to the process for re-
evaluating State Forests maps. It is essential that these new maps 
accurately describe the extent and location of the State's remaining old 
growth forests so these areas can be placed under moratorium for the 
duration of the comprehensive regional assessment process. 

CONSULTATION WITH THE ENVIRONMENT MOVEMENT 

Since the election, there has been a general feeling within conservation 
groups active on forest issues that the Government has not involved the 
conservation movement in an adequate consultation process over 
implementation of the forest policy. There is a perception that yet again 
the conservation movement is 'on the outer', finds out about decisions 
after they have been taken, and is still in the position of seeking to 
remedy problems rather than working co-operatively with your 
Government to minimise the potential for such difficulties to arise. 

We recognise that steps wifi be taken in the near future to establish the 
various committees outlined in your Forestry Policy which wifi ensure 

V 
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adequate stakeholder involvement. We believe it is vital that these. 
committees, such as the Forestry Advisory Council, are established 
without further delay, and that the conservation movement is free to 
nominate our chosen representatives to them. 

It is also important that the proposed committees which will oversight 
both the interim assessment and comprehensive regional assessment 
.processes are established without further delay, that there is 
involvement in these processes by stakeholders at a regional level, and 
that the full range of the State's forests are covered by the assessment 
processes, including forests to the west of the Great Divide. 

In conclusion, we look forward to meeting with you as soon as possible, 
and to ongoing co-operation with youz Government to ensure that the 
high expectations raised by your policy and public statements on forests 
are realised. 

Success in resolving the conflict over forests would be a crowning 
achievement for your Government. We hope to assist you in 
overcoming remaining obstacles to that achievement. 

Yours sincerely; 

Sid Walker 
NCC Executive Officer 

for the: 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
North East Fqrest Alliance 
South East Forest Conservation Council 
Conservation Council of the South East Region & Canberra 
National Parks Association of NSW 
Australian Conservation Foundation 
The Wilderness Society 
Total Environment Centre 

cc. Pam Allan - Minister for the Environment 
Kim Yeadon - Minister for Land and Water Conservation 
Craig Knowles - Minister for Urban Affairs & Plaiming 

page 3 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

A/ Preliminary Assessment of State Forests 'Forest Conservation Strategy' 
(Northern & Central Regions) - Dailan Pugh, North East Forest Alliance 

Critique of Forest Conservation Strategy, Central Region - Barry Griffiths & 
Marg Mac Lan, NEFA Gloucester District 

Critique of Forest Conservation Strategy, Wingham Management Area - 
Chris Sheed, Win gham Forest Action 

A Critique of the NSW Government's Recent Announcement on Logging - 
Simon Clark, South East Forests Conservation Council 

El Comments on Forest Conservation Strategy Study, Southern Region - Mick 
Harewood, South East Forests Conservation Council 

F! Critique of NSW Government's Forestry Initiatives as Relevant to 
Conservation - James Warden, Wilderness Society (ACT) 
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PHONE' (02) 247 4206/247 2228 

PAXt (02) 241 5945 	 &MED REIAS 

CONSERVATIONISTS ALARMED BY 

COALITION'S APPROACH TO FOREST POLICY 

"Voters in NSW concerned with the protection of native forests should 
carefully consider the forest policies on offer at this Federal election. 
The choice made by the coi-ilmunity on March 13th Is of great relevance 
to the the future of our forests" said Sid Walker, Executive Officer of 
the Nature Conservation Council, NSW's peak envlroflmt group. 

Mr Walker said "the next three years are crucial for developing a 
comprehenSiw reserve system to protect Australia's forestdependent 
biodlvflltY. Decisions taken during this period will, in many cases be 
irreversible. For some forest communtties, they will be life or death 
decisions." 

He continued "neitler of the major pirties have shown willingness to 
face up to this Issue with the urgency and commitnflt which the 
conservation movement believes is necessary. Greens, Democrats and 
many progressive Independents approach the electorate with far 
superior policies for protecting our forests." 

Mr,  Walker explained "implçrnentatiofl of the National Forest Policy 
Statement (which has been signed by all mainland governments and 
also enjoys the notional support of the Federal Coalition) demands that 
a 'campiefieflSfl adequate and represen/aUye ,eseiwMWl b)a?e)7? /0 

proftc! oHgm nit ti,v's& and wilderness nil/be ilpJthT by me end a" 

1995.' To translate this coi 1 rnitment Into action, there must be large 
additions to the cunent reserve system within the next three years. 

Mr Walker said "unfortunately, the Federal Coalition's expressed 
support for the National Forest Policy Statement cannot be reconciled 
with its pledge to introduce Federal Resource Security Legislation (RSL) 
within months of gaining govertnient." 



He continued "The specific form of Resotrce Security. LegislatiaT 
pToposecl by the Coalition is modelled on a private ntnbei BIB first 
introduced into Parliament on 4th June i 99Z it is extremely hostile to 
the cause of forest onservatiOfl A Federal Departfl'ieTtt of the' 
Environthent analysis concluded that '(i1) 
mspUfX 	

ct,theideth0tmt and' i/has no' 

conceafron.04°''' mpAftiCU/arthcr 
ivquirefl?ent for an enwttmJflefl/ assessmentpS to tvsoUI 

Mr Walker said 'the Nature.COflSWahb0n Council recently' contacted 
I 

the office; of Bruce floyd, Shadow KeourCeS Minister, to express. 
over the Bill. The Council was told that the Coalition planned 

'coficem• to consult only with .irtdustiy grol4ps before finalising the legislation" 

Mr Walker added; if The Nature. Consetvatiofl Council calls on the 
Coalition to' abandon Its disastrOus proppsal for resoUrce seurity. The 
Council urges, both majpr parties to dramatically. improve their forest 

• policipS.' 	 .. 	. 	.. 	 . 	, 
He concluded "In NSW, labol's refusal to ensure adequate proteCtioTi 

of the SdUth East forests .renilfl5 a major obstacle to improving its 

credibility on environmental issues" 

For moreinf 	'i càntact' •.' 

Sid Waflct 02-247 406,(W)02319484('t)0T 
Dr Judy -MeSwO2-436ll7( (h) 
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• 	
IF YOU CARE FOR OLDGROW'flj FORESTS 

J -  HAVE YOUR SAY ON WEDNESDAY - 
" 	 SEND A FAX TO PREMIER FAHEY 

NSW ARE LOSING 60 HECTARES OF PUBLIC OLDGROWTH FOREST EVERY DAY 
- OVER 20,000 HECTARES OF YOUR OLDGROWTH A YEAR - 

THE FAMEY GOVERNMENT IS INTENSIFYING ITS ONSLAUGHT ON OUR BEST REMAINING 
OLDGROWTH FORESTS - THE BATTLE LINES ARE CLEARLY DRAWN -. ITS NOW OR NEVER 

FOR THE OLDGROWTJ{ 

IF YOU CARE - PLEASE; PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD 

The current dispute over logging of oldgrowth forest in compartment 579 
of Wild Cattle Creek State Forest (near Dorrigo) is the litmus test of 
Premier Fahey's cotmnittment to the National Forest Policy Statement 
(NFPS) which he signed in December 1992. It committed his government to 
assessing forests for their conservation values, including oldgrowth and 
wilderness values, and establishing a comprehensive, adequate and 
representative reservation system to protect oldgrowth forest and 
wilderness values of public land by the end of 1995. Until this 
assessment is complete it further requires that: 

"forest management agencies will avoid activities 	that may 
significantly affect those areas of old-growth forest or wilderness 
that are likely to have high conservation value". 

Remind Premier Fahey of his committment and ask him (nicely) to intervene 
to ensure the protection of high conservation value oldgrowth forests (or 
all oldgrowth). Here are some specific issues you may 'wish to include: 

* oldgrowth forest provides critical habitat for many endangered 
plants and animals. 

* oldgrowth forest provides far more water to downstream users than 
regrowth forest, most importantly in dry prIods. 

* oldgrowth forest is of outstanding aesthetic, recreational and 
scientific value, it is a legacy we should leave for future 
generations. 

* Compartment 579 in Wild Cattle Creek SF has been independently 
verified as oldgrowth by the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management and recommended for protection under the NFPS by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service because of its high conservation 
values. 

* his Minister for Land and Water Conservation, Mr. Souris, is 
knowingly allowing high conservation value oldgrowth forest to be 
logged. 

* his Minister for Planning, Mr. Webster, has approved oldgrowth 
forest identified by the Department of Planning as of the highest 
conservation value for imminent logging in the Wauchope and Kempsey 
Management Areas. 

SEND A FAX TO THE HON. PREMIER FAHEY, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 02 2522291 

Or write to him at Parliament House, .Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000 
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6th December 1994 

Mr Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

23 -33 Bridge Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Phone (02) 228 6534 
Fax (02) 221 1835 

Dear Sid 

Thank you for your further letier to the Director General concerning the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NFPS) and related issues. 

I have noted you comments about the Government's adherence to aspects of the NFPS and to 
logging activity in Wild Cattle Creek State Forest. There is little further I can add to the remarks 
contained in the Director General's letter of 4th November 1994. 

You will be aware that the Parliament has nov' concluded its last session for the year and that 
the two forestry bills to which you refer on page 4 of your letter have not advanced beyond the 
second reading stage. 

I have noted the concerns that you have raised about the Forestry (Environment and Fauna 
Impact Assessment) Bill and your suggestions about additional amendments to the Tree 
Planiations (Harvest Security) Bill. 

As you will be aware it is now difficult to predict the probability of the proposal legislation 
progressing any fUrther. At the very least both bills are likely to be subjected to fUrther review 
before being reintroduced into the Parliament, should the Government wish to pursue that course 
of action. The timeframe required for such an exercise should provide an opportunity for 
interested parties, including the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee to Turther study the 
proposals. 

Yours. sincerely 

JOHN HALKETT 
Directot 

Incorporates: Office of Forestry, Austinfo Pty Ltd, Crown Lands Service, Land Information Centre, Land 
Titles Office, Office of Water, Soil Conservation Service, State Land Information Council Directorate and 
Valuer Generals Office. - 



• FFQOri 	066862E8 	 .. . 	 . 	 tiAY.23.5d 6:02 AM • P.001 

	

H. 	 .•. . 	DaitanPugh. 
Repentance Creek Rd 

Rosebank, 2480 
h 066' 882268 

fax 066 882248 
19 May 1994 

John Halkett 
Foreât Policy Unit 	 . . 	. 	.. 
CaLM. 	. 	. 	 •• 
Fa 	:02 2211835 	•. 	 : 	 .: 	 •.. 	

.... : 

Dear JAin 

Thnkyutt for your response (iB May) to my queiy of the 16 Pay 199 4  

regarding ciai.ificatiOn of the Government's .iaterpretation of the 
Nati0nd Forest Policy Stat eimint (NIPS) 

As well as my interest •in• wing thismat.ter resolvM td. assist tn 
dispute mediation processe in Wild, Cattle Creek State Forest it i 
also a central question I ed resolved for the third paper I am 

	

preparing for the Forest P hey Advisory 	e CQmmitte This paper, winch 
is almost complete, deals th the NPS as it relates to EISs and land 
alloctiofl A major sectto of this paper 	 s discusse oldgrowth forest 

unfortunately yaut letter iaiges iñore questions than It answèts.COtA.ld 

you please clarity a.'numbex of points and answer the following spectiic. 
questicras. I hope to have.u .' paper . completed by the end..of next week 
and woiid appreciate a res onse before then so that I may incorporate 
it into my paper Our fiel inspection of Wild Cattle Cree) has been 
delayed until Tuesday next week and it would greatly

.  assa.ETt the process 

if I could have a reply by Monday afternoon 

You mention tno need to lo k at the NFPS a$ a whole, rather than at 
.individua1claitSeS inisol tion..This.suggests. that there is- some 

interal inc s onistencieS 1 the NFPS regarding oldgrowth forests which n 
as ,riot the case You are c. rrect in your interpretation that the NFPS 
does not preclude the logg ng of oldgrowth forest This is apparent 

from the clause you cite a page 16 but is also equally evident from 
the clause on page 1.l...The -NF1'S (as a whole) is explicit in its process 
for delineating which area of oldgrowth forest will be available for 
logging Pages 11 and 12 $ ts out the process 

assess forests for onservation value3, including c.Ldgrowth and 
wilderness values, us Jig criteria established by a wucking group 
jceintly established b ANZECC and AFC (now MCFFA), 

for publLc lands es ablish a comprehensive. adequalP and 
representative resärv ystemtp proti6ctoidgrowth forest and 
wilderness values by he end of 195 (1998 for prsvPte lands), 

oldgrowth forests t required for the reserve syr 	y tem ma the1z 

be available for log ng 

As you point out the NIPS does not state that all oldgrowth forest 
logging should cease whil this assessment is being undertaken, flough 
it does require that fore management agencies "will avoid activities 
that may significantly affe ct those areas of oldgrowth forest or 

wildeti ess that are likel to have high conservation value" until the 

.. 	 __ 



Urban Cbtinci'ls and Bushland Management 

A Report by Total Environment Centre 1992 	. 

Introduction 	. 

I've been asked to speak to you about the findings of a survey 
into local government rrianagement practises carried out by 
Total Environment Centre in 1992; . 

Many of the other speakers have already spoken in a great deal 
of depth about the "horticulturaP or ecological aspects of 
bushland management, such as weed contrql . or catchment 
management so L won't repeat those aspects.of our findings 
but will 4  instead those issues that pertain to the local 
government context. in which these techniques happen, the 
policies, protective measures and management issues. 

Background 
In 1992 Total Envitonment Centre received a grant under the 
Save the Bush Scheme to undertake a aurvey of local government 
management of urban bushland. One of the major aims of the 
project was to assess Council attitudes and r5racties 
regarding bushland management, and to make recommendations for 
conserving urban bushland by proposing structured and 
consistent methods for management and planning by local 
Government . 

We felt that it was necessary to see where the Councils were 
at because of the primary role that they., play in, the 
management of bushland -. both directly (over land oyned or 
controlled by the 'Council) and indirectly (over, land in 
private ownership or under the jurisdiction of other public 
authorities) . . . . 

Our aim was to determine whether there were issues that thbe 
responsible for urban bushlarid management were having 
difficulty handling, perhaps through lack of: information, or 
through difficulties within' Council. with this information, 
Total Environment Centre, and the indust±y, can gain more of 
an awareness of common problems shared, and can then begin to 
deal with them. 

A questionnaire was sent ;  to all councils in the Sydney 
metropolitan area. 	The questionnaire addressed issues of 
current management . strategies, protective mechanisms; 
publicity and education, information gathering and allocation 
of resources.- 
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above process is complete 	ether you view this clause in isolatiOn or 
take it in:the -contSt of t e .NFPSas a whole does not in any way alter 
its meaning or -inteflt. You . uggest that I am in error, taking this 
clause at face value 

(QuestiOn.'- 1) Where. in the NFPS is 'there:afly other statement which 
contradicts Or' over-il es this ciauèe? 

.....
.. 	

."(
QUestOfl- 2) Could you ptease confirm that the- Nsw Government On 
signing the NFPS agree to abide by this clause? 

(QuestIon 3) Has the since bee.ñ anyehage in-Government poflcy-
which,exeffiptS State F.o ests 

(Question 4) Are the -S ate Forests comitte4- to.. abiding by this 
:Cl8ti5, if not why not 	-' 

You note that the 1990 mor oriums imposed on areas of predominately 
oldgrowth forest -were desi ed "to- identify and place under moratorium 

-: - ares of high conse.rva-tioü alue ol4 growth forest"; In the Forestry 
• -H Coamission'.s "Neeting the vironmental Challenge, A Forestry Strategy, 

June 1990°-these moratoriu areas are referred-to as "maior.old growth 
- .. 	 there 'SSIIO referé ce to them being .'Ihjgh.cQn$ervátiOn value" 

.oldgrowth forests- Iwas'i olved in the delineat-iOXk of-. these. areas, 
.. - with some 25%. of the -areas. identified by-"NEFA (mostly by me). There was 

.....-no apparent process used t assess the conservation -values of all 
oidgrowth identified by th Forestry Commission (eg. C. King 1990) or 

- - to include, those with high t conservation value in the-- moratorium 

: reás  
- 	-: (Question -5) -What 'pro éss did the then- Forestry Commission use to 

identify which areas - ould be placed -under moratoriUm 	- - 	- 

--(QueStion 6) Did the Process used inlude the identification of 
• 	 t 	 - 	

. 

 

the conservation val s of.alIoldgrowth forests and their 
- • , . - - 	relative ranking, if o. what were the criteria used? 	- 

If the NSW Government cons ders that the moratorium areas include those 
---- oldgrowth .fo'rests "of high coflservatiOfl"..Vaiue then surely under the 

-; 	requirements of -the -Nfl-S t ese areas can riot be logged until such time ---as the assessment process 7equired by the NFPS is complied, with and a 
-tomprehensive, adequate.ani representative reserve system is 

- ,-• esthblised- The SISs for . he.moratOriflm areas. IA-the Glen Innes, 
-Wingham Kempsey .  and Wauch pe management areas have since been - 
determined and logging has been allowedtq occur within - these: 'thigh 

- conservaton" value morato ium-area$.  

(Que9tion- - 7) Does the Government oonsidet that the EtS assessment 
process meets  the re irewents 'of the assessment.process . -,  . 

. .- .. . - envisioned ..by the if ?- 
 

(Question 8) Doeá th •reserve--sySte establised by the .flS,in 

-----: 	- conjunction with tha already existing,. meet, the reqti.rements..for acompréhensive, ade - teand..rePreSentatiVe -reserve system as -- 
described in the- NF1'  

(QuestiOn 9). If the assessment process conducted for EISa and the 

- 	-- 
 et the requirements of 'reserve sistems esta lished do-,ot me . the 

......... 
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• 	 . 

I 

:. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 

NF?S tehy has logging teen allowed to occur in the moratorium areas 
if they all represent high conservation value oldgrowth forest" 

(Question 10) If the ssessment process conducted for EISs and the 
reserve systems estab ished do not meet the requirements of the 
NF1'S and the morstorsim areas are not all high cønservatson value 
oldgrowth forest why las logging been allowed to occur in parts of 
the moratorium areas dentified as beu%g of highest conservation 
value te g Ketnpsey am Wauchope LIS determanation) and why does 
the assessment proces (Halkett 1994) being applied iii other EISs 
allow timber values ti over-ride cQnservatlon values and thus for 
high conservation vali e areas to be identified for immediate 
logging' 

There appears to be a numbi r of inconsistencies and contradictions itt 

the manner in which the NST Government and State Forests have 
interpreted and imptemente the NPPS 	I have not found any such 
inconsistencies and contra ictions in the 4FPS as implied by you 	Your 
urgent attention and reply to the matters I have, raised is requested 
This issue would appear to go to the core of the Forest Policy tjnit's 

% responsibilities and the di liberations of the Forest Policy Advisory 
Committee 

Yours sincerely, 

Dailan Pugh 

a 

-t 
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2/ ThtBill over-rides the EP & A Act 

The EP & A Ad provides for omprehensive assessment of soda!, 
economic and environmental factors and for ñtional planning which i 
based on such assessment The Bush&es (Further Amendment) Bill 
would exempt aU fire numagément plans and fire approvals from the 
El? k A Act, If this occurs, it is likely thatthere will be a dramatic and 
excessive increase irtburning r to the detriment of the State's natural 
environment and often leading to a paradoxical increase in flxe hE 7:ard 
as fire-resistant flora are replacç4 with fire-tolerant vegetation.. 

3/ 	The case for hasty legislation is flawed 	I  

the Coverntheñt has argued that unless this Bill is passed promptly, an 
appropriate level of hazard-reuchonbuming is unlikely to occur 
during the low fire hazard season this year. HOwever, even if 	13i11 
was eiaacted this week, the measures which it requires would be mc'st. 
unlikely to lead to the preparation and implementation of effective fire 
management plans thisyear.. 	A 41 b 4/qp.ohJ1VC 

s 	 4 -y'eMt ,iMWia t$u.4v'n' / MULJW 

We suggest that the haste .with '4ich theGqvèrnntent is seeking to 	4i'' 1"t& 

push this legislation through Parlient has more to do with its desire 	(titcen 

'tQ side-step full debate on. this issue!i3ut leaving aside environmental 
concerns, ill-considered legislation may be counter-productive in term 
so of itsown stated objectives. No rational case has been made for pre-
empting tM) a4iamenary and coroniai)pquiries 	iSrJ*'fli) 

4/ 

The legislation makes no ptovisiort for the new Bushfire Managenent 
CoSnittees tof exhibit. 	ytheir fire management plah!ibl±Iy. 
it corwenates undue power in the hands of the BushES Co-drdiaating 
committee (which is likely to operate in secrecy and be heavily biased 
against environmental interests) 	: 

we could other concerns in this.16fter, but choose not to 4o 

ignatitM- e& &e rgwlt This Bill is likely to erode; 
environmental management, and may well be counter-productive 
terms of fire management. It is based on false premises1 is ill-
considered and should not be enacted. We urge you to oppose it. 

yours sincerely 

bun 
in 

TOTAL P. 03 
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• AND TERRITORIES 

• lloñ.RosKelIyltP. 

The Eon Chris Rartcher NP 
Minister for  the Environment 
Parliament' House 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 ' 

Dear Mr RartohWx4!ità 

The National 'Forest:Policy S 
Governments except Tasmania 
conservation initiatives Eec 

THE ENVIRONMENT i 

Phone (06)277 7640 
Facsimile: (06) 273 4130 

tezuent (14BPS) signed by all 
s a' number of important 
rinq immediate action. 

Most inçortánt' is. the develoj4ent of a comprehensive, adequate 
and representative' System of reserves. , including reserves to 

'.protac.t 'o14.-grd'wth forest and wij.derness. As part of the 
Stratecy to protect the value s found in old-growth forests and 
wilderrLess GOv ernments have a reed to 'avoid, activities that 
may siçnificantly affect thosa areas of oldgrowth' forest or 
wilderness that 'are likely to have 'a high conserfltion value. 

Accc.thi.ngly I would expect Us t wood produciQn would be 
exci&ed froiu:àreas that are Likely to have a high 
cc3Jis'r7ation value pending: an adequate reterve system being in 
'plac, 'and the complementary nanagement proposed for areas 
outaide the reserve system ad quately protecting old-growth' 
values'.'  

I have written to your colleague Mr west with a list of 
specific areas of higit. Conserfrat'ibn value old-growth forest 
and wildeñess considered by 4ity portfblio to require' interim' 
prbtection until 'the 'reserve ystem is established. , A copy of 
the list is a.ttache4.' I 'have also asked for specific' 
information on proposed actiops to' ensure that areas pf high 
conservation value are not 1ot before a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative rserve system is in. place. 

As.you are probably awate my portfolio has received funding 
for assessnents of old-grps.rth' forests and wilderness,. I look 
forward to receiving advice foth you on priorities for 
assessment in NSW. 

Yours sincerely 

ROS KLLY 

PARLIAMENT 
	

CANBERRA, £C.T. 2600 
ct'd I'M' 
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The Hon. R.iCelly,Mi) 
Minister for the Arts, Sport the Environnent 
and Territories 
ParflamencHouse 
CANBERRA. ACT 2600 
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Pear Mrs Kelly. 

I refer to your recent letter regarding ptoposcd actions under the National Purest Policy Sthtement (NFPS). 

You should be aware that the New South Wales Government has already taken ation to avoid, as fat as possible, activities within these areas of old-growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high conservation value, pending environmental assessthents. This action is embodied in theThnber Tndust (Interim Protection) Act, specifically. Schedules 1 and 2 of the Act, which place a moratoijuin on activities within nominated areas pending completion and determination of entiionnientai impact statements. 

Ida not propose to respond in detail to the list of areas which you have advanced but refer you to the two Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act Schedules, and the attached maps, illustrathig those areas involved. 

Beyond the areas contains within the Schedules you will be aware that a comprehensive jointregional assessment has been completed in the South East Forests, leading to an 
agreement between the Comthonwealth and New South Wales on a reserve system and other measures to be put in place. This process fully meets the requiitmenrs of the NFPS. 

Enviromnencai impact statements have been prepared and exhibited for the Mt. Royal, Wmghazn, Dothgo and Glen limes management areas, as requfred under the rler Industzy (Interim Protection) Act, and when determined operations will proceed in 
accordaie with those determjnatjàns. This.proceâs of assessment and determination meets the requirements of the NFPS. 	 - 

K. 	. 	 . 

if RftvEO 
Q r t c4• 	 (U MAR 193 

•1/% C) 	 • t:1. p,: • 	 t• 	 V V 	 SE.RWCES 

Lcvel 2 Suft~
p

Sydney 
Icicphcjxc (02)251 8498 FtcsIntjt (02)251 1442 
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I should point out that, the list you have provided contains large axcas which, on any 
reasonable evaluation, do not constitUte either old-growth forest or wilderness. One 
obvious example is Pilliga State Forest, an area of regrowth forest, previously setrjcd and 
used for agricultural purposes, exter.sively roaded and subject to numerous cycles of 
harvesting. 

On an initial assessment lescimate that your list contains about 1.4 million hectares of 
fornst. The excLusion of timber harvesting, beyond that already in place; would result in 
the annual sustainable timber yield from New South Wales State forests being reduced by 
52%. Your proposed actions are clearly unwarrwted and merely Serve to undermine the 
collaborative spirit between the Commonwcalth and the States which is essential if tltó 
NFPS is going to be implemented effectively. You should be able to appreciate that the 
implications for rural economies, the timber industry and dependent âmployment,that 
flnw form your implied actions would be horrendous. Such action is neither 
contemplated nor required under the terms of the NEPS. 

j
• Yours sincerely.

ARR 	ST,MP  
NI4T# FOR CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT 

AND NTINISTER FOR ENERGY 
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S. 
MINISTER FOR TilE A.RTS, SPORT, THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND TERRITQRI-ES. ................': " 	, 

• 	 . 	.•. 	 . 	 Phone (ou) 	7M0 
Ron. Ros Kelly MY. ,. 	 . .. 	 "' 	 ,. : 	

: 	
Facsimile: (96) 273 4fl0 

The.BOflGarrY West M, 
 

Minister for Forests 	. 	' .. 	. 	. 	 . 

Par]J-amëflt House 
 

SYDNEY NSW "2000.  

Dear )e47 
-. The' National Ft it Policy Statefltflt (N'FPS) signed by all GoverintefltS 

except 'Tasmania has"a number of important. conservaticfl initiatives, 
requiring immediate action. 	I  

Most Important is the developlTteflt.jpf .  a comprehensive, adequate 'and' 
representative system of reserves ,i inclding reserves to. protEct 'old-
growth forest and wilderness,. As part of the Strategy 'to protect the 
values found in. old-growth foregts and wildè'rILeSS Governments have 
agreed to' 'avoid activitLes that 4y significantly affect those. areas of.  

old-qrcswth forest or wilderness ttat are likely to have a '  high 

couservatiPn.Val1'.' 	.... 	I. 

Accordingly I, would expect that wood 'production would be excluded from 
areas that are likely to .  have a hi4gh.conSerV4tiOfl value pendiag an 
adequata reserve system being in place, and the. complementary management 
pr3pC'Ced for areas :outside the reserve sy&te% adequately, protecting old-' 

growth valües. 	.. . .. 	... 	. 	. 	. 	. 

specific areas of high conservatidp value old-growth' fothst and 
wilderness considered by my portfd.lio to require interim protection 
'until the.reserve system is estab]4ished are attached. 	. 

I would appreciate. specific' infQflatiOfl on your proposed actionS to 
ensure that areas of high conserfltiOfl.'ValUe.aro not lost before a 
'comprehensive, adequate and .repr?SpfltatiVe reseçve system is in places 

Could you please inform me of , actions you intend to take to implement 
the National Forest policy statement commitments in this' area, including 
specific àc.tiôns on the areas'on the attache4 list. 

Yours sincerely 



uulla_FlVe Day State Forest 

Styx River State Forest 

Lower creek State Forest 

rwn lands in the parishes, of Dudley, Panton, :warbo and With: 

.wil1i county of nudley. 

LondQfl Bridge - Glen limeS 

• Watra State FoeSt :. 	 .• 

oa1pod Sate Forest 	• 	: 	 •• 

Glen Nevifi State Porest 

London Bridge State Forest 

Curr8Xtre State Forest 

Reserve from sale for Timber o. 55288 

KQU 	
-qt K8Sb :casio West 	•. 	 : 

Mount Marsh State rarest 

renterfield 

	

Forest Land State Forest 	
•. 

• .Jener State. Worest 	:. 	•I 	
•• 

aoorook State Forest 

BoQnoO State Forest 

Girard State Forest 

pirabO State Forest 	. 

	

Little spirabo State Forest • 	• 	• 	
• 

• I 	
• 	Urunga.. 	• 	• 

• 	bOkes State Forest 	• 	• 

wa1cha-Nundl 

aèn Malls Gap state Forest 	 • • • 

iowendoc.StatG Forest 	 • 

mggolOScate Fdiest 	• 	• 	• 

Gro tate forest 

Riamulcica State Forest 

Riantukica State Forefl 
• 	I 	• • 	

• : •. 	• 

• 	•• 	
: 	• 	I 	 • 

• . 
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Yabbra State Forest 

Casino West 

Waslipool State Forest .................... 

a,.11iithra State Forest 

'iountMirsh State Forest . 	 . . 

cunglebung - Gratton 

DalnQrton State Forest 	.-. 	 . ...... 	 . 	 . 

Ch4elundi - Dorrigo 	 ... 

Chaelunth State Forest 

Chichester.: 	 .... 	 ... 	 •.•. 

Mount Royal. &tate FOrest 	 . 

Chichester state Forest 

Davis Creek - Mount Royal 

Mount Royal State Forest 

Dorrigo 	 . 

Wild Cattle CreekStateForet 

• 	Blsdown State Forest 	• 

Chaeiundi State FQreat  

Grafton 	• 	• 	•: 	• 	. . 	
• 	. . 

Dalmorton . State .Fovest 	• 	• 	• 	 . 	. 	• 

Kenips'ey 

Mistake State Forest 

Carrai State Forest 

-. • . 	Pee-Dee State Forest 	
•1 	 • 	 • •. 







11th August 1992 

The Hon. Paul Keating MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2601 

Dear Prime Minister 

RE: RESPONSE TO YOUR GOVERNMENT'S 
DRAFT NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT 

This national forest policy draft, prepared by officials from wood extraclion government 
agencies, is no more than a prescription for continued and unnecessary native forest 
desthiction. Australians want their forests and their wood and this, can be achieved by the 
Commonwealth enforcing a national policy which is in the interests of the national 
environment, society and economy. 

The current draft does not achieve this end and hence, deserves to be abandoned 
immediately lest serious criticism gives it unwarranted credibility. 

Far from entrenching non-viable commercial wood supply operations in public native 
forests, a progressive national policy should be aimed at securing commercially viable 
wood supply from efficiently managed plantations. 

The outdated cOmmitment by forest bureaucracies to accommodate industry preference for a 
cheap resource has already cost Australia an accumulated $4.5 billion in public sector debt 
[see Resource Assessment Commission, Forest and Timber Inquiry Draft Report, pR3]. It 
is time that national policy was directed towards efficient meeting of market demand 
through micro-economic reform, subsidy removal and market education. 

The key policy settings necessary for effective management of our forestsare few and 
simple: 

The ongoing subsidising of wood extraction from native forests should be abandoned in 
favour of ensuring the use of plantations for wood supply; 

Plantations are much more productive in terms of mass of usable wood produced per 
hectare per year compared to native forest. Therefore, it is unnecessary and costly to 
attempt to establish commercially viable management regimes for wood supply from native 
forests. 

Figures released by the Victorian Department of Conservation and Environment (DCE) on 
the first report on native forest logging operations on the mainland, show that native forests 
are logged at a loss. Conversely the same figures show that DCE's softwood plantations 
run at a healthy profit. (Commercial Accounts for the State Hardwood Forests and 
Softwood Plantations, DCE, June 1992, Ferguson I.J. and Houghton K.A.) 

Plantations, harvested at economically optimal ages of 12 to 22 years of age, are 
technically and economically more attractive to pulpmills as a source of both softwood and 
hardwood fibre. This is .espetially true for new mills using modem technology. 



Judy Clark (The Future for Native Forest Logging in Australia, 1992) predicts that 
Australia can be totally self sufficient in the production of paper fibre by 1995, using only 
softwood and hardwood plantation pulpwood, residues from plantation based sawmills and 
increased paper recycling. 

The ability to exploit gains in both volume and quality yield through technological advances 
of plantation material is essential to maintain a productivity advantage and thus economic 
viability. Conversely native forest woodchip suppliers can only retain competition by 
relying more and more on public subsidies. This is contrary to Federal government policy 
in all other industry sectors. 

Softwood timber, harvested from plantations aged '25 to 40 years, is capable of 
substituting for the vast majority .of.uses currently met from native forests logging. 

In South Australia, for instance which has no native forest logging industry, 91% of all 
timber consumed in the building and construction industry is softwoods from plantations. 
In Tasmania and Western Australia, the figure is only about 37%and 20% respectively. 
(Clark, 1992) 

Supply and quality considerations will ensure that softwoods enjoy a growing price 
advantage over hardwoods in the construction market, making it cheaper and easier to build 
a house out of softwood. This is the area where real social benefit can be delivered to 
ordinary Australians by a national forest policy. 

The continued use of native forest for woodchip production oriented to the export pulp 
market is not economically feasible anywhere on the Australian mainland as the timber 
resource simply does not exist. (RAC, Forest and Timber Inquiry Final Report, 1992, pill) 

Native forests should be managed to maintain their nature conservation value. Apart 
from the obvious environmental and social values of the maintenance of the native forest 
estate, they also represent a very important economic resource when not destroyed for 
wood values. 

Firstly, tourism is a most appropriate commercial use of 'multiple use' nativeforests when 
it is designed to be compatible with nature conservation. It is also the most effective 
employer of lesser and semi-skilled people in remote areas (where the need is greatest) and 
the most efficient, earner of foreign exchange. 

Secondly, in a recent study commissioned by the Victorian Minister for Water Resources, it 
was shown that the economic value of water production from native forests has been 
considerably impacted upOn by logging, which reduced catchment stream flow by as much 
as 50%. It was found that a total cessation to logging in Melbourne Thomson Catchment 
will have significant benefits for Melbourne water supply relative to the status quo with a 
net present value of $147 million over current arrangements. (Evaluation of the Economic 
values of Wood and Water Outputs for the Thomson Catchment, 1992, Read Sturgess and 
Associates) 

'4 
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Thirdly, the role of forests and all forms of native vegetation in maintenance of soil and 
water values has always been well known. Unfortunately, the costs of native vegetation 
loss and degradation in terms of soil erosion, salinity, flooding and drought are only now 
being fully appreciated by national decision-makers. The National Plantation Advisory 
Committee confirmed that further clearing was unnecessary as there is abundant cleared 
land available for plantations. 

Native forests are a vital component of Australia's biodivèrsity and it is extremely 
• important that they, and our other remaining natural vegetation types are managed to 
• maintain their biodiversit'. 

Australia has a poor record inprotecting its plants and animals from extinction. The more 
fragile and and semi-arid ecosystems have suffered the worst but it is important to 
appreeiate that, if present trends of forest destruction and degradation continue, native 
forests will also lose the capacity to sustain populations of animals and . 
plants. This is already true of drier forests and woodlands which have borne the brunt Of 
clearance for settlement. Large scale woodchipping operations have now extended that 
tjweat to all forest types.  

It is vital that woodchipping be abandoned as an unsustainable use of native forests and a 
use which is inconsistent with management for nature conservation. 

Similarly, strong wilderness legislation, threatened species legislation and a biodiversity 
strategy are needed as a matter of urgthcy to ensure that government resources can be 
effectively targeted to; arrest Australia's shameful record on species extinction; and target 
the recovery of threatened species. . 

The Draft Policy fundamentally fails to address biodiversity protection with conservation 
goals being qualified and voluntary, environmental protection measures given no workable 
frameworks or timelines and no commitment exists for the immediate protection of old 
growth, wilderness and high conservation value forests. 

As RAC says "It is not feasible to log old growth forests... and yet retain their full 
complement of old growth attributes and values....Logging of old growth forests 
potentially violates the precautionary principle of sustainable development.... the values 
associated with pristine, attributes cannot be replaced." (RAC, Final Report (xxxvi)). 

The people of Australia want all their native forests protected, and they want wood and 
paper products as. well. The draft National Forest Policy defeats both these goals: 

It. is no longer necessry to log any native forests. Complete self sufficiency in both the 
sawn timber and pulp and paper sectors can be achieved, solely from plantation resource 
by 1995 at the latest. (Clark 1992) • . . 
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In summary, the move forward for a-National Forest Policy must address the fundamental 
issues raised above. 

It needs to be taken back to first principles which would be reflected by a two-pronged 
approach.to a national forest strategy: 	 . 

A Native Forest Protection policy which will protect all the biodiversity, wilderness and 
aesthetic qualities of Australia's remaining native forests. It would include the immediate 
cessation of logging in high donservation forests, the identification of areas requiring 
further study.over which morátoria would apply and the timetable for the eventual transition 
of all logging to alternative plantation sources. 	- - 	 - 	 - 	- 

A Wood Production Strategy based on existing and additional plantations on already 
cleared land. This can also encompass prOgrammes aimed at land regeneration eg one 
billion trees. 	- 	 - 	 - 

Such an approach would provide for job growth, meet Australia's timber needs and proSt 
Australia's unique native forest heritage.  

Without these substantial changes in the direction of government policy, we can have no 
coilfidence in the outcome. 

Yours sincerely 

Patricia Caswell 
Executive Director 
Australian Conservation Foundation 

Karenne Jurd 	- 
Director 
The Wilderness Society 
17,000 members - . 85,000 supporters 

Peg Putt 
Director 
Tasmanian Conservatiàn Trust 

Concord, Burwood and District 
Peace and Environment Group 
50 members 

Yowaka/ Egan Peaks Msociation 
4Otembers 

Society for Growing Australian Plants 
(NSW) Ltd. (SGAP) 
2,500 members 

Central Coist Envfronment Council 
60 members: 

Lower Blue Mountains 
	 Armidale Environment Centre 

Conservation Council 
	

50 members 
52 members 

-, 



• 	CALL FOR ACTION 
ON NATIONAL FOREST POLICY 

Ms. Ros Kelly 
Minister for the Environment 

'We :are dismayed at the continuing destruction of old growth and wilderness forests around Australia 
despite the National Forest Policy Statement jointly signed by the Conmonwealth and the States (except 
Tasmania!) in 1992. 

!ntensive logging, most often tofeed.a voracious woodchip it)dustry, is occurrinà or planned for many 
high conservation value forests which should be protected by the commitments of the Federal and State 
Governments under the National .Forest Policy. These forests include: 

Coolangubra Wilderness and other areas of the South East Forests of NSW 
• Eucalypt and rainforest areas of northeast NSW including Wingham, 

Mistake, Richmond Range, Chaelundi, North Washpool; Barrington and Dorrigo 
• The Southern Highlands and the Tarkine Wilderness of Tasmania 
• The Y  karri and jarrah forests of the South West. in Western Australia •  
• The Errinundra Plateau and other areas of the East Gippsland forests of Victoria 
• The rainforests of the Proserpine regiortof Queensland 

'We call on you and your Goverhment to act urgently to protect our precious forests by utilising the 
Commonwealths legal and constitutional pOwers, including: 

Refusal of export woodchip licences 
Powers to control corporations 
Protection of areas listed on the register of the National Estate 
Protedtion of areas identihed for their World Heritage valuS 

•Genuine and effective action by you and your Government to protect these and other old growth and 
wilderness forests is critical. A comprehensive plantation strategy rather than exploiting native forests 
is the way forward for a truly environmentally respohsible timber industry. We look forward to you 
taking effective action. 

NAME 	 SIGNATURE 	 ADDRESS & POSTCOOE 

PLEASE RETURN THIS GROUP LETTER TO: AUSTHALIAN CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 
1ST FIr, 88 George St., The Rocks NSW 2000 



	

FROM 	066 64307 	 7QULj IJ 	.!. 	 NOU.16.93 ?:38 flM 	P.002 

• 	
.' 	... 	. 	 . 	. 	. 	... 	. 	. 	. 	'. 	. 	.. 	Dailan Pugh 

North 'East' Forest Alliance. 
. 	. . . 	. 	149 Keen St, Lismore, NSW 248.0 

Ph & fax 066 884307 
Dear 'peopie,  

Pllowing. is a draft of Proposed National Criteria for conservation 
Reserve Sjection 'of Forested Ecoystems which I have prepared from a 
literature reView and consultation with some conservation biologists 
ánd'cônserva'tfon organisatiàns. This is now being circulated for wider 
coertt and as a'submissjori to• the Reserve Criteria Technical Working 
Group. (RCTWG) set up pursuant. to' the National Forest Pplicy Statement 

. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 , 	 .'. 	 . 	

. 

The RCTWG has..'developed a prelimihary 'draft it is proposiüg for the 
criteria to be adopted to fulfil .the requirements, for theestablishment 
of comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve,. systems to 
prptect oldgrowth 'forest and wilderness. These initial guidelines are 
effectively only a wisy-washy expansion upon the definitions of 
"èomprehensive!'., "adequate" and "teprésentative", and are so vague 'as 
to allow the states td' reserve whatever they.want - no matter how 

It was my horror at the possibility of the RCTWG'p criteria being 
'adopted'that led 'me to' developing. these "alternative:criter:ja. These 
have, been submitted to the.RçTWG so that they could consider them.at  
their next meeting (l8.1fl1993}. The gbvernments'intend to have the' 
'criteria finalised by March. (and"it is essential' that this deadline be 
'met if the NFPS isevergoing to meet its.deadlines).j have, been 
assured that there will be a p'ublic'exhibitjon and,submissiort stage 
:befo.re then','thOughpaèt experience has proven that there is very 
little chance, of achieving many (if any') 'pOsitive changes by....' 
subthi'ssions on draft docuténts. It .is'essential to improve'the criteria 
befoe then if possible:  

'I :request that you'.considr thesep'±oposed iternätive criteria,'and 'if 
you or your, group consider that they are along the. right line's to, 
either'off.èr your 'support or.4ualified'support by. URGENTLY 
'faxing/writing" to 'Roz Kel'ly.,and saying 'so,: If they are not what you 
want then I' urge 'yoü to develop, your own and submit them to 'ECTWG as 
SOOft as possible. , gould' also appreciate any'coents on these draft 
criteria to assist 'me in developing a.final vetsion as soon as 

'possible.' ; 	. 	. ' 	' ,, 	' 	'  

The NFLPS also required 'çhe establishment of a policy advisory committee 
thrOugh which it should have 'been "possible for non_gover nment 
conservation organisations to have had'input.into policy devel'opment 
processes', such'4s the development of 'criteria ,for. reserve 'selection. 
Regretably the Commonwealth has failed to abide by the NFPS :reqljiremeflt 
to estab].ih'.this committee and thus denied' zion-government :sectors 
their rigbt.to participate in.the'developnent of reserve selection 
criter.ia'at 'all stages'. 'It. is"impo,rtant to put.pressure on Roz'KelIy to 
etabliish this committee.  

Yours sincerely, 

	

'Dailan Pugh. 	 '. 
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Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

Mr S Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 Ge&ge Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

12 3UL 1994  

De?r Mr Walker 

1 have received your letter on behalf of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
concerning the. Natural Resources Audit Council and the National Forest Policy 

tatement. 	 - 

your Councti's support for comprehensive regional assessments of forest 
ecosystems in Ne\-. South Wales. However, I believe that you have confused such -a 
process with the aims of the Natural Resources Audit Council. My Governmnt did not 
establish NRAL as the first step" of any particular assessment process, but to provide 
compilations of information on the values of the State's public la'rids and their natural 
IESOutCS, to assist it when it 	.o make a range of decisions concerning the use of 
t';ase lards and natural resources over which it has control. The informaiion which 
NRAC will 	liMe will assist the government ii'. for example, the development of 
Regional Environmental Plans, tite preparation of recovery plans for endangered 
species, setting sustainable levels for commercial and recreattonaiJishing, the allocation 
of vacant Crown land, and so on. 

A ma;or part nI  NPAC's functions is to enhance the comprehensiveness of its audits by 
commissioning work to accelerate the collection and coordination of relevant 
information. The  ma;ority of the funds allocated to NRAC ($5 rillion in 1993/94) will 
he spenton such work 	 . 

Although, therefore, NRAC was not established specifically as the first step of any 
process of comprehensive :egional assessments of Iorcst ecosystems, I expect that some 
of the information collated by N AC and some of the projects fuhded by NRAC .voud, 
no doubt, be useful inputs if any such assessments were to be undertaken in the future. 

I would have thought that your Council would support initiatives such as NiAC which 
re 	in the improvement and greater integration of information about our Stars 
public lands anf their natural reso.irces ar.d the 	ccessibility of such 
inform at !O 1.  

Your commt?nts cor.cerrutg 	'EnLition' of NRAC 	sk to public lands again reflect a 
misunderst.inJnzj ;.1.. 	 been estabiisHd to assist the SLate 
Go ernment 	-:lr diin -s;irds lot i-.hirh . th.e primary decision-maker. 

:.4.i 	str--i:  



1. 

I dispute that NRAC's membership i."unduly weighted towards economic interests." 
The Council comprises the Chief Executive Officers of the major NSW' Govethment 
agencies with responsibilities for public lands and their natural resources, an 
independent Chair and four non-government members with expertise in land and 
natural resource matters. There are no representatives of any interest groups on the 
Council. 

In regard to your coiments on th public availability of information generated 
through the NRAC process, I hav&been advised that NRAC has issued a policy paper 
on the public availability of, inter lila, the information flowing from the projects 
which it funds. A copy of the paper is enclosed for your information. Further queries 
on this matter should be referred to NRAC itself. 

You state thatthe NSW Government could conduct a regional assessment which the 
Commonwealth could accredit and to which the Commonwealth could contribute 
funds. I must reiterate that it is not NRAC's function to conduct assessment work. 
Nevertheless, I have requested the Commonwealth Government to accredit NBAC's 
first reference, the Regional Audit of the Upper North East of New South Waies, 
under the intel Governmental Agreement on theEnvironment. iam informed that 
negotiations between the two Governments are progressing satisfactorily on this 

tatter. 

1 turn now to the second matter raised in your letter, the implementation of various 
commitments under the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

The NSW Government, along wifh the Commonwealth Government and other State 
Governments, is tmdertaking the processes specified in the NFP5 for, firit, the review 
of the appropriateness of the existing reserve system to complete its'development and, 
secondly, the establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reservation system to protect old growth forest and wilderness values on public and 
private lands. 

T}- e Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council and the 
Australian Forestry Council have established a working group of technical experts to 
develop broad critcria on which to base reserves systems to protect, first, the nature 
conservation values of forests and, secondly, old growth and wilderness values. _ 
When these criteria have been finalised and agi-eed upon by the NSW, 
Commonwealth and other State Governments, assessments will be able to proceed 
Relevant information, such as that collated by NRAC in its Regional Audits, or from 
research undertaken by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and State Forests of 
NSW, will be fed into the assessment pocess. 

am advised that State Forests of NSW is implementing the commitment n the 
NF1'S for forest management agencies to avoid activities that may significantly afiec 
those areas of bid growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high conservation 
values. Specifically, the Timber Industry '(Interim Protection) Ict 1991 places a 
moratorium on logging in old growth forests identified in the Government's 1990 Old 
Growth Forest Strategy pending the com2lerion  and determination by the Minister for 
P1aing of environmental impact statements (aS). The Act %' O excludes ioggin. 
from wilderne:' ncr'unations '.vnjcn had no: prevousy 5een tI'? s:ib;ct of r 



P.S 
"S. 

On the last matter raised in your letter, I note your support for the Commonwealth 
Government's pledge to secure a reserve system for all ecosystems across Australia at 
the time of its 'announcement. I can only reiterate the NSW Government's 
commitment to the establishment of a national system of protected areas, after full 
consideration has been given to nature conservation and socio-econornic implications, 
in line with the principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development. 

Yours sincerely 

Tohn a 
Premier. 

-r 
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DRAFT 
ONLY 

ATTA ENTA 
TITLE OF PROPOSAL: 	National Forest Policy Statement 

(includes CRA's/RPA's) 
Implementation 

DETAILS OF COSTINGS: 
1994.95 	1995.96 	1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 	199.20 	2000.01 

A: CURRENT PROGMM 
ESTZMAThS 

Environment Program 	190.716 	268.507 	120.857 112,421 95.351 	9 .351 95.351 
• CRA/Res SecurIty 	5.220 	6.190 	4.802 
- Forests/Old Growth 	2.663 	2.122 

4.742 .939 	
.9 9  .939 

8: OUTLAyS. NEW POLICt 

EST PORTFOLiO - 

I. DEST 	
. 10.014 	10.776 ANCA 7.650 5.388 	4. 24 4,504 

. 	 4.568 	7.356 Al-IC 	 3.697 	3,973 
. 6557 

3.292 
.2.247 	

. 22 .372 
Portfolio Sb Total 	18.279 	

. 22.305 17.399 

	

1-827 	1. 53 

	

9.462 	6. 99 
.966 

5.842 

jluthd IrLAboyg 
Running costs ci 	 5.003 	6.728 Indicative ASL 	 66.7 

6.143 4.815 	3, 43 3.255 89.7 81.9 64.2 	4 	9 43.4 
(1) An extra $100,000 per aflnum has been added above the 8tandard nznn4ig costs formula of $62,000 per AS!. for DEST to fund the greater travel and commu nication sts associated with thterstate CM activitlea, 

PIE PORTFOIJQ 

7.008 6.476 4.750 3.777 1.392 1.495 1.359 1.052 0.240 0.360 0140 0.120 8.640 8.271 6.349 4.949 

53.5 56 55 42.3 

I. BRS 
2. ABARE 
Running costs 

- Furests Branch 
Portfolio Sub Total 

Llchzde4 in Aboj 
Indicative ASL 

CABINET4N.CONFIDENCE 



Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

• 	TCO/632 

7 

The Hon PJ Keating, MP 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

j a 	193 

Dear Print$iidster, 

I am writing to inform you of my Government's views on how best to progress the 
implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement (NH'S). 

As you are aware, the NIPS acknowledges the Importance of a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative network of dedicated and secure nature conservation 
reserves for forests and reserves for the protection of forested wilderness. The 
signatory,Governments have agreed to review the appropriateness of the edsting 
reserve system and determine whether any further action is required to complete its 
develàpment. 

As part61 this commitment, the Governments have agreed to a strategy to ensure the 
existence of a comprehensive, adequate and representa five reserve system for areas of 
old growth forests and forested wilderness ("the CAR reserve system"). 

As the first step In this, data needs to be collected and assessments made on the old 
growth and wilderness values of forests. In accordance with the provisions of the 
NIPS, the assessments are to cOmmence after Governments have reached agreement 
on reserve assessment criteria.. 

The NFPS also provides for a comprehensive regional assessment process for forested 
areas involving the collection and evaluation of information on environmental and 
heritage aspects of forests in a rçgion ("the CRA process"). This process would provide 
the basis for a regional agreement relating to Commonwealth and State obligationsfor 
forests In that region. 

The NIPS does not explicitly provide that the review of the CAR reserve system and 
the CPA process be jointly progressed. However, in order to reduce duplication and 
uncertainty, it would dearly be sensible for this to occur. This Joint procedure should 
Involve the following stops: 	-. 

to begin, data collection activities for the purposes of reviewing the CAR reserve 
system would proceed jointly with data colLection For the CRA process; 

/ 
wrii ri.00a. S1Ai OFEICt BLOCK, MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNRY, N.SW. 2000. AUSTRALIA. rn.: 22S 5239 FAX: 252 2291 

- 	G.P.O. SOC 5341, SYDM(X 2001. 



The data collected by NRAC could form the basis of assessments of values of old growth 
forests and forested wilderness for the Upper North East region for the purposes of the 
CR.A process. As outlined above, those asséssnients wouid be used for, amongst other 
things, dedsions on the review of the CAR reserve system In the region. 

This sequence of events - whereby NRAC collects data, which is then input into the old 
growth and wilderness assessments for the CRA process, which then result in decisions 
on the CAR reserve system• would occur first in the forests in the Upper North East 
region of New South Wales. This Is appropriate, given that the greatest need for forest 
data exists in that region. This sequence of events would be repeated across the State as 
NRAC ptogressively conducts further Regional Audits. 

Of course, the assessments and decisions for the purposes of the review of the CAR 
reserve system will not be able to be made urttil the reserve assessment criteria are 
agreed by Governments. Nevertheless, some data collection activities for the Upper 
North East region can proceed immediately, to feed into the NRAC Regional Audit and 
to advance the objectives of the NF1'S. 

I understand from your previous correspondence that the Commonwealth has offered 
funds to NSW to carry out data collection activities as required under the NPPS. I have 
directed the relevant State agencies to now apply for those funds, to be used InitialLy in 
the Upper North East as part of WRAC's first Regional Audit. 

I anticipate that some of the funds will be used to finance surveys of the old growth 
values of the North East forests. These surveys will further refine and verify the 
methodology developed by the Victorian Deparunent of Conservation and Natural 
Resources to idEntify and delineate old growth forests. 

Finally, I wish to draw your attention to provisions in the NF1'S which require 
Governments to take Interim measures to "avoid activities that may significantly affect 
those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high conservation 
value." These interim measures would remain in place until the completion of the 
assessment of forcsts for conservrstion values, which, as diâcussed earlier, should 
proceed in conjunction with the CRA process. 

As you are aware, the NSW Government has already halted logging in spedfied areas of 
old growth forest under the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1991. This Act 
places an interim moratorium on logging in old growth forests identified in the 
Government's 1990 Old Growth Forest Strategy pending the completion and 
determination by the Minister for Planning of environmental impact statements (ES) 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

The Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act also excludes logging from wilderness 
nominations which had not previously been the subject of an EIS. The Government Is 
currently involved in the consideration of a number of wilderness nominations under 
the Wilderness Act 1987 



next, this data would be evaluated for purpose of the CRA procass - part of this 
evaluation would be the assessment of values of old growth forests and forested 
wilderness to review the CAR reserve system; 

the CR4 process would then produce an intergovernmental regional agreement 
including, inter alia, decisions on the CAR reserve system 

I have already written to you on the need for socio-economic considerations to be 
takcn into account in the review of the CAR reserve system. Under the National 
EcologicaUy Sustainable Development Strategy, our Governments agreed that all 
values, including environmental and sodo-economic valuei, must be effectively 
integrated Into decision-making on land and resource use. 

I am, however, concerned that the CRA process as provided for under the NF1'S 
appears to be limited to environmental and heritage values and does not incorporate 
soda-economic values. This would make It difficult for the ensuing agreement to 
accommodate all Government obligations, such as obligations relating to regional 
employment and investment. Accordingly, the CRA process in its totality, and not 
just that component relating to the review of the CAR reserve system, must explicitly 
incorporate socio-econSmic considerations. 

As already mentioned, the first action in implementing the above is the collection of 
data on all values of foresu on a regional basis. 

You are aware that my Government has established the Natural Resources Audit 
Council (NRAC) to collect information on all of the values of public land and natural 
resources on a regional basis. This information will assist the Government in making 
land and resource use and allocation decisions, including decisions relating to forests. 

NRAC is therefore well placed to be the State's data collection agency for the purposes 
of the CRA process, including coordinating data collection activities for old growth 
and forested wildèrrtess for the review of the CAR reserve system. 

In my Letter of 16 September, 1 invited the Commonwealth to participate in the 
development of the reglonai data collection procedures to be followed by NRAC. It is 
hoped that this will factiltate the accommodation within those procedures of 
Commonwealth responsibilities, including obligations relating to forests, from the outset. 

Indeed, in the interests of ensuring that Commonwealth responsibilities axe met, my 
Government has requested the Commonwealth to accredit NRAC's processes under 
the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Environment. 

I have given NR.AC, as its tint reference for a Regional Audit, the Upper North East of 
New South Wales. As part of Its Audit, NR4C will collect Information on all of the 
values of forested public land. This will include the coordination by NRAC of data 
collection on the old growth and wilderness values of forests on public lands in the 
region. 



1 
It ghculd be remembered that the NH'S provides that "Australia will continue to use 
old growth timber for many years". The Statement represents an attempt to baianie 
forest conservation and d!velopment considerations in accordance with the principles 
of Ecologically Sustainable Development. Indeed, as your own MirdsWrs Cook and 
Evans have now acknowledged, the NFL'S was never meant to impose a moratorium 
on logging in all old growth forests and forested wilderness areas. 

My Government will continue to avoid logging activities in certain old growth forests 
and forested wilderness areas which are likely to have high conse.tvatiort value pending 
the completion of assessments of forests for conservation values. 

I trust that the above darifies the NSW Government's views regarding 
implementation of the NF1'S. 

Yours sincerely 

John Fahey 
Premier 
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zcSnlutg the need for progresaon the Naonml Pc'rest 
rdtngyour 3etter.oLt5Detbe&4994. 

laced impczbane on the neettonegodte flulonaUPaiest thg;e.nn'tL 
be aware that the praparaton of RPM is predicated,on ccmpleNw-of-
regional assessments (CRAn). There are, however, slguiflänt 
ibutable to the Contmonwealth, prevenUng meaningful pthgreMitK: 
¼s. TEe most notable of these relates to -the absence df an 
the 'rqI4 ed CA 5UtVty SZ%t aZ%1yU1 Work, and doubt aboulat 

az of a.aeditad n of Sstng Sate processea.- 

I tin 
(NFPS)and r 

Your stateme 
(ltVAc}. You 

ixnpediintents 
uzidartaking 
rnOthoJolOg)' 
8t8-tLW and F' 

Th, as procn hat been the rubectof considerable correspondencp.betw6ê1ht. 
c:c>mmonwealt$ and NSW, inciuding an exchange of letters between us. l3ejcerSWfl: 
can Initiate wrk wiatch would contribute towards the Cjt process, an-aac-alc. 

• rncghot4ology n4ads toM av%2MD, as does advice ozt.the acndltaon stats ot4sthw. 
f;.te enviyottn#ntaL ai.sass*flt processes *fl**t_t_tU14 21pOStWaS made rCLi .  

• earty a- nty iettfr of 16 Sópttnber 1993; 

c. 8 June 1994 the Acting ?ciicr also wrote to you In response to an InvitatloWloz 
cOITlZflE3tt on the Comsxtonwealth's dtsctmscion paper on aas. He tndlcate thatJthra&- 
noi: acc2ptable £r the Commonwealth to presate the tenns of aAv arid AOL 5fl40?2TI3Z 

\ ads:trcsi thu 1sate of acatditabzn of State proceabs or respond-to &gnificant c*4—vewz 
J roiS about thç mttlwdology proposed for futuze SUTfl)'5 Cr analybctl work.. AdMit: 

/ rcciLvc'4 from 7125W Covetsment agndes Indicates that the Commonwealth, through 

f yo'A Popntmeztt, had planned to CIrSAtt a revised methodology paper for CRM .par 
" (a hrisiMfl. Ii:zt Informed that this did not occur. 

1h: lerLg thy Uuc delay has (rusated the desire of 145W to prbgnss this matter soshat 
nuatually acceptblc OLAs can be completed and RPAs dnitId. To a large degteet)St. 
dclstya are attributabLe to the tardy pafcirmance of those Commonwealth agencies 
invotvd Ia the C3ZA procni. This Staite remain committed to Implementing the 
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*e N3110n2J Ftest ?olic; Srnent, lnduthng the complon01 c. aiui the prep3i-ation. of RFAs. 

.A.ccort.iinggy, in recognition of the need for substantiaz progress on these issu, I 
pmpose a bun Comntonwealthwsw CltA/RFA Officials ImDltauogt Commj, . a matte;r of urgiancy, to  

fOrmUlate a timetable and PflOriUes forart thzze issuis. NSW i keen to resolve the proctts, acaedjtatjon and methodoLo1 n;sociatcd wi th  CRAs  and  RPAs as quasiy as possible. sues 

WlÜtht the coz,a of RKAs, you will lie aware that, in 199j, the then Prime Miflisterana Th:emier negotiated tic'? draft Sou th  Eaft Forests Agreement. The Agree 	wltlth ztcIde sttbstartuaj additionaj areas to the reoL reserve systei and presc :o. 1evej of icnha: production, wan 
signed by the ConutonweaLtit and NSW Govermne_j 

it- - Dtcw,abaz 1993. There are sigitificant iznplicauon for States arising from Your 
- policy seucnent on tvoodchip exports. In NSW, for example, the Governmsnt has a Dnn Wood Simply Agreement with Jinris..DL&showa Au'a)ja p, LU for thau-n su.pplv of a presathed yolurna of PUlpwood This agreeman&. ru ns until the n y2Oor• 'ftc N'$W Govenzirrtertt has been woffing. to give effect to the various requirem ____ S  - thr Soi.&th  East Forests Agreement T}iin!fo, I ask thatyon confitm- that thcsai Fc'resu Agreement cor&stittates a RFA witltht the context of your statement 

th 	of reserve criterj, I believe that there Is a strong 
need to address the.-key / fiVteric issues, pastli:ularly the impacts whicia such a reserve system may have:on mJittets such as the timber industry. Accordingiy, there is a need to establish a .ciear r.der&tand1xig of the Irnpacfs of such a Teserve system for an Juztdlcuorts, pr1org propøsed c7iteria, being finalise4. Such an asses

3ment will need to be Undertakan-. Goventmertts commit themselves to specific thja 
of the need to proe these Inaftors, I would apprecia a prompt 	 to- thf~  approach which I have suggested and the issue regarathg the South East-Po;ns- - 

(i4;reeirtent. 

Ycurs inccreLy 

.icihfl Fahoy 

John Fthey 
F'rnntIr 

-I' 
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(NIPS) and ri 

Your s Lateme 
(RPM). You 
coinprehensi 
iznpethrnen S 
undertaking 
rrnttho'Jology 
status and pn 

the need for progreston the National Forest 
ir lettetotlSDecember49P4... 	- - 

laced lmporun on theneedion.!godate fllonaVP&es 
be aware that the preparatiort of RPM is predicatedon 
regional iissessznents (CRAs). There are, however, signstscant: 
ibutible to the Commonwealth, preventing meaningful pogressnvltK: 
g. TEe most notable of these relates to the absence of an a4 - 

:the 'required CA survey and..analyfical work, and doubt aboutthe 
as oL accreditation of vdsting State processea. 

Th. as pro4ss has been the subject of considerable correspondence betwè&ithei. 
Contmonwealth and NSW, induding an cxchangc of letters between us. BetortSMtes 
can initiate wrlc w1lch would contribute towards the CItA process, an-agAz. 
methodology 4tds to be avaiiable, as does advice on. the accredKation status oLèxladxz 
SU.te envlTOflflbAtat bSSCSSffttflt processes :aXdiint. -ba1ir'TWLp&at was made e1iE_-: 

. ealyairny lett*r Of16SePtembe1l993  

On. 8 J•c 1994, the Acting Premier also wrote to you In response to an invitatiii -  to = 

t cc)Ertmntt on the Commonwealth's discussion paper on CRA.s. He Indicated that:ltivas 
nol: Ltcw!pthhle før the Commonwealth to presafoe the tenns of CAr and not scrionsl.y. 

\ adu:lresi the Isrn4e of accreditation of State procesfls or respond-to significant conazns•.' 
I roisad about thq mc.tlwdology proposed for future surveys or analytical work.. AdEict. 

/ rcciei.vcd from flSW Government agencies indicates that the Commonwealth, through: 

f yoi.0 Departrneót, had planned to &cist&tt a revised methodology paper for eRAs prior 
. jstrnts 11m Informed that this did not occur. 

Thi l;rigthy 6e clity has (rustated the desire of NSW to progress this matter sothat 
nuthually acceptable CitA.s can be completed and RPM dx&fted. To a large degtee..thbse 
dd.iys are attributable to the tardy performance of those Commonwealth agencies 
involved La the C1tA process. This State remains committed to implementing :the 
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Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

Mr S Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NS\A' 
39 Ge&ge Street 
THE ROCKS .NSW 2000 

- 	 I 	 JUL 

De?r Mr Walker 

I have received your letter on behalf of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
concerning the, Natural Resources Audit Council and the National Forest Policy 
statement, 

your Council's support for comprehensive regional assessments of forest 
ecosystems in Ne South Wales However, I believe that you have confused such a 
process with the aims of the Natural Resources Audit Council, My Government did not 
establish NRAC as the 'first step" of any partintlar assessment process, hUt to provide 
compilations of information on 6e. values of the State's public lands and their natural 
re.sOwtes, to assist it when it , ,. .o ipake a range of decisions concerning the use of 
t;Ose&Jandsand natural resources over which it .has, coitro1. The inforrnatiorc which 
NRAC will [late will assist the government ii', for example, the development of 

o Regional Envirnmental Plans, flit preparation of recovery plans for endangered 
species, setting susatnable levels for comrnercal and recreational fishing, the allocation 
of vacant Crown land, and so on. 

A major part nfNIZAC's functipnsis- to enhance the comprehensiveness of its audits by 
commissioning work to accelerate the collection and coordination of relevant 
information. The majority of the funds allocated to NRAC ($5 million in 1993194) will 
be spent on such work. 

Although, therefore, NRAC was not established specifically as the first step of any 
process of comprehensive :egiooal assessments of forest ecnsysems, I expect that 5nre 

w of the information collated by NRAC and some of the projects funded by NRAC ould, 
no doubt,.be useful inputs if •any such assessments were to be undertaken in the future. 

I would have thought that your Council would support initiatives such as WRAC which 
re in the üprovempt and greater integration of information ahoutour State's 
pubkt lands and their natçral reQources and the increased accessibility of such 
information. 

Your commects cencening the 'linitrt1ion' o1 1 NRAC's task to public lands again reflect a 
misunderstanding of Nfl'AC.'s cole. It has been established to assist the State 
Government when dealing with those lands for which it is the primary decision-maker. 

5TH FLOOR. STATE OFFICE BLOCK MACQUARE STREET, SYDNE\ N.S.W 2000, t\LtSTRALIA TEL 2235239 FAX: 252 229 
G.P.O BOX 5$4i, SYDNEY 2001. 
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/ 	I dispute that NRAC's membership i. "unduly weighted towards economic interests." 
The Council comprises the Chief Executive Officers of the major NSWGoverrunent 

I agencies with responsibilities for public lands and their natural 
- 	 %,...&.._a, (A.' 

independent Chair and four non-Government memuà with expertise in land and 
natural resource matters There are no representativs of any interest groups on the 
Council. 	 / 

In rejard to your cofnmens on th public availability of information generated 
thro6gh. the. NRAC process, I have been advised that NRAC has issued a policy paper 
on the public availal?ility of, inter àije information flowing from the projects 
which if funds, A copy of the ?llis -enclosed for your information. Further queries 
on this matter Thould be referred to NRAC itself. 	- 

You state that the NSW Government could conduct a regional assessment which the 
Commonwealth could accredit and to which the Commonwealth could contribute 
funds. I must reiterate that it is not NRAC's function to conduct assessment work.' 
Nevertheless, I have requested the Commonwealth Government to accredit WRAC's 
first reference, the Regional Audit of the Upper North East of New South Wales, 
under the Inter Governmental Agreement on the Environment. I am informed that 
negotiations between the two Governments are progressing satisfactorily on this 
-itatter. 

I turn now to the second matter raised in your letter, the imp!ementation of various 
cornmjpnents under the National ?orest Polky Statement (NFPS). 

The NSWGovernment along with the'Commonwealth Government and other State 
Governments, is undertaking the processes specified in the NF1'S for, first; the review 
of the appropriateness of the existing reserve system to complete its development and, 
secondly, the establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reservation systemto protect old growth forest and wilderness values on public and 
private lands. 

The Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council and the 
Australian Forestry Council have established a working group of technical experts to 
develop broad criteria on which to base reserves systems to protect, first, the nature 
conservation values of forests and, secondly, old-growth and wilderness values. 
When these criteria have been finalised and agieed upon by the NST ,  
Commonwealth and other State Governments, as'sessments will be able to proceed 
Rçievant information, such as that collated by NRAC in its Regional Audits, or from 
research undertaken by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and State Forests of 
NSW, will be fed into the assessment process. 

1 am advised that State Fores[s of NSW is implementing the commitment in the 
NH'S for forest management agencies to avoid activities that may significantly affect 
those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high conservation 
values, Specifically, the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1991 places a 
moratorium on logging in old growth forests identified in the Government's 1990 Old 
Growth Forest Strategy pending the completion and determination by the Minister for 
Planning of environmental impact statements (FIS). The Act also excludes logging 
from wilderness nominations which had not previously been the subject of an ElS. 



7 	On the last matter raised in your letter, I note your support for the Commonwealth 
Gover&ment's pledge to secure a reserve systern for all ecosystems across Australia at 
the time of its announcement. I can only reiterate the NSW Government's 
commitment to the establishment of a national system of protected areas, after full 
consideration has been given to nature conservation and socio-econornic implications, 
in line with the principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development. 

Xours sincerely 

Premier. 	 t 
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c/o Nature Conservation Council of NSW, 

Mr George Souris 39 George St., The Rocks NSW 2000 

Minister for Land and Water Conservation 
Level 3, State Office Block 
Macquarie St 
SYDNEY 2000. 

Re: Resignation from theNSW Forest Policy Advisory Committee (FPAC) 

Dear Minister, 

We the undersigned hereby tenderour resignation from the Forest Policy 
Advisory Committee. 

We do so with great regret after nearly a year of trying to make a success of the 
consultation process which you established, overtly to begin to resolve the 
contentious issues surrounding forest policy and management in this State. 

We list below a number of grounds for our resignation. However the single most 
important of these is your government's determination to continue, and in some 
cases to accelerate, logging of old growth and wilderness, and other high 
conservation value forests. This flagrantly breaches the National Forest Policy 
Statement (NIPS) signed by your Premier only two years ago. 

Since the beginning of this year your refusal to protect the conservation values of 
areas identified by the Federal Environment Minister as likely to have high 
conservation value has demonstrated your contempt, not only for the NIPS, but 
for the desire of the NSW community to have their public forests adequately 
conserved. 

Outside the existing reserve system (which is universally acknowledged to be 
inadequate judged by the NH'S criteria of comprehensiveness, 
representativeness and adequacy) old growth and wilderness forests are being 
logged to extinction in NSW. In many regions, unless there is a major change in 
forest policy, all the old growth forest outside existing reserves will be logged in 
the next five years. 

Under these circumstances we are no longer able to participate in what has 
effectively become a charade of community consultation, especially since the 
process could appear to lend credibility to your government's reprehensible 
mismanagement of our forest estate. 

page 1 



We wish to emphasise that we remain committed to effective community 
consWtadon and would be willing to r?join the Committee if and when you give 
a firm commitment to abide by forest conservation thmmitments to which your 
Government has a written commitment, and institute genuiiie and worthwhile 
processes and procedures. 

Yours sincerely, 

SID WALKER (Nature Conservation Council of NSW). 

DAILAN PUGH (North East Forest Alliance). 

LYN ORREGO (North Coast Environment Council) 

STEPHEN JAGOE (South East Forests Conservation Council). 

February 6 1995. 

End. 
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PRINCIPLE REASONS FOR RESIGNATION FROM THE 
NSW FOREST POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

I. Failure to in)plement the old growth forest moratorium requirements 
specified in the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

Failure to take steps to establish a 'comprehensive, adequate and 
representativeS' reserve system for old growth and wilderness forests by the end 
of 1995 as required by the NFPS. 

A policy of accelerating the logging of old growth forests in some areas, 
evidenced for example by the proposal contained in the 1994 Grafton 
Management Area ElS. 

Failure to make available to FPAC members information essential to their 
capacity to advise the Government on its forest policy, such as NSW input into 
the inter governmental forest policy processes. 

Failure to inform the FPAC of the development of covernment forestry 
legislation such as the Forestry (Environmental and Fauna Assessment) Bill 1994 
until insufficient time was left to enable the Committee to consider the 
legislation and provide advice. 

Ignoring the Committee's recommendations without providing any 
explination or justification for doing so. The most blatant example of this was in 
regard to the plantations issue. A position paper, unanimously agreed to by the 
FPAC and forwarded to you as Minister,, was overridden by the Government's 
introduction of the Tree Plantations (Resource Security) Bill 1994. This Bill was 
significantly at variance with the recommendations of the Committee. 

Constraining the range of the Committee's considerations to such an extent 
that its capacity to effect change in significant policy areas was reduced to zero. 
An example of this is the recent ruling by the FPAC Chairman that the policies 
concerning "the internal structure and operations of State Forests of NSW are 
not .matters for the FPAC". 

Failure to consult the Con,.mittee before major policy changes. This was 
recently demonstrated by the decision to gazette 30% of each management area in 
North East NSW for intensive timber production (allowing broadacre 
clearfelling without the application of wildlife prescriptions), and to allow patch 
clearfelling of up to 25 % of the rest of the loggable forest. 
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Failure of the Minister to take action to rectify concerns about the inefficient 
and ineffective processes occurring in the FPAC, despite being alerted on several 
occasions by conservation, industry and other representaives. 

Sanctioning logging in moratorium areas in the Eden Management Area, in 
breach of both the spirit and letter of the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) 
Act, and desplte undertakings given to the FPAC by the Chairman and Managing 
Director Of State Forests that logging in these areas would cease. 

Refusal to protect seven coripartments proposed for logging in 1995 which 
were recommended as Flora Reserves by botanists employed by State Forests. 

Lack of an independent chairperson. 
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WINGHAIVI FOREST ACTION 	Media release )  Monday 29 Novembei 1993 

MORE IMMORAL OLD GROWTH LOGGING IN WINGI -JAM 

Logging contractors arrived at compartment 209 floyles River State Forest early 
this morning to recommenS 'operations after a ,temorary cessation of logging - 
following - peaceful protests by concerned local residents last Wednesday. 

Alth*ugh a number of protesters were still in the forest this morning they did not 
offer any obstruction - or hindrance and the felling and snijging of. old growth 
trees, many several hundred - years old, began immediately. 	- - 

Claims made today by State - Forests that machinery - left at the protest site had been 
sabotaged by Wingham Forest Action (WFA) protesters are inqorrect and 
misleading. - 	--- 	 - 	 -- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	- 

On Thursday, morning when the contractors. left the logging site members, of WFA 
assured the owners of the bulldozer left at - the -camp site that no damage- would be 
done by:  Wingham Forest Action - protesters.  

OnSatuMay afternood a humber or visitors came, to. the blockade site,'; WFA 
protesters who had been camping there for several days were going into the 
forest to undertakó -  flora and fauna surveys and requested several visitors who 
were then -present to keep an eye on things until they ,returned about - two hours 
later.  

- - - - 
	When they returned they found that the visitors had left. 

It 	was 	only 	later 	in 	the 	eveninj' that 	it was 	discovered that there had 	been - some 
tampering 	with •  the bulldozer. - 	 Several wires 	leading 	to - the lights had 	been 	cut 
and 	earth , had 	been placed 	in 	both 	the exhai.ist . pipe 	and - the air filter. 

The protesters - took 	immediate steps 	to 	rectifyH the 	damaüe. 	They removed Ahe 	dirt 
and soldered the - wires 	back together.  

The matter 	was 	reported 	to Chief 	Supeñntendent 	Campbell 	when 	he 	tsied 	the 	site 
on - 'Sunday morning.  

The bulldozer was operational within five minutes of the contractors arriving at 
he site this morning. , It was functioning normally.  

-. 	Claims by State Forests that a grader had been damaged by members of WFA are - 
- 	totally unfounded, as no gradek' was left anywhere near the site,. 	- 	- 

- WFA Sgrets the incident but does not accept responsibility. 	WFA actively 
discourages any action of this type and is. -committed to - non-violent peaceful 

- 	prothst. -- It cannot be held accountable for the actions of hotheaded persons 
outside the group..  

'State Forests cannot fail to be avafe that its mismanagrnent of native forests 
-- incites powerful passions in the community.  

- By failing to negotiate, 	State Forests make it more difficult for peaceful 
organisations like - WFA to focus community frustration on the issues involved. 

Further inlormation contact WFA on (065) 50 4572, 50 4402, 50 4503 
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Wingham 
Crisis 

WINGHAM FOREST ACTION 

URGENT GREEN ALERT URGENT GREEN 
ALERT URGENT GREEN ALERT URGENT 
GREEN ALERT URGENT GREEN ALERT. 

November 24, 1993 

DEAR FELLOW FORT DEFENDERS, 

Last Thursday 18th November State 
Forests of NSW started logging old 
grt'yth compartment 209 in the Do'les 
River State Forest of the Wingham 
Management Area. 

Wingham Forest Action (WFA) has 
serious concerns about the legality of 
the logging, particularly in relation to 
the "Temporary Licence" and the 
adequacy of the Harvesting Plan. 

WFA wrote to the District Forester Jim 
Simmons last Friday requesting a one 
week halt to logging and calling for a 
round table conference to be held 
between the interested parties so that 
our concerns might be addressed. 	Our 
request was denied:  

Cpt 209 is part of the mortorium area 
under the 'Timber Industry Interim 
Protection Act S  and should not be 
logged until the Environmental Impact 
Statement (ElS) and the Fauna Impact 
Statemerit (P15) have been determined. 
Although the EIS was determined in 
March this year the NPWS. have still not 
dótermined the FIS. , The FIS 
determination has been proñised since 
May but has again been deferre,d until 
we know- not when. 

Nevertheless the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service . (N!WS) havd been 
pressured by the timber industry and 
the State Forests to extend a "'tempofary 
licence" granted before the new FIS 
law 'took effect. 	The extension of this 

licence effectively circumvents the 
new law. 	Under the new FIS system a 

'General Liceice to take and kill 
endangered species does not come into 
operation for .. twenty eight days. 
During this period people who made 
submissions in the FIS can appeal the 
decision to 'issue the licence in the Land 

	

Sand Environment Court. 	No 1oging is 
permitted in 'the ' licensed compartments 
until the end of the 28. day peri6d or 
until any appals have been dealt with 
by the Court. 

No such exhibition period or appeal 
process. is provided for the grant or 
extension of a licence under the old 
system. 

The District 'Forester says State Forests 
have a licence and are acting within 
the la, ' . 

We see a high conservation value piece 
of old growth going down the road on 
tñxcks. - We see that we have no option 
but to initiate some kind of direct action 
to try and stop the logging until the. FIS 
determination is made and then we 
have a legal right of appeal. 

So, if you can come and pro ide some' 
kind of pei'son power, be it in the forest 
or 'logistical' support we would 'greatly' 
appreciate it: Come to Elands or ring 
065 5b 4572 or '065 50 4402 for 
di re c ti on s. 

to Kettpsey 

W&zchope 

Port 
Ilacquarie 

Cottthoysw 
Elends 

- ' Wit4ltatw 	Three 

to Newcastle 

OM. GALA for the forests and the water 

Chris, Jane, Helmut and Susie for 
Wingham. Forest Action ' 	- 
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jill/s. 

24 November 1993 

Paul iceatihg MP• 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra. 2600 

Dear Prime Minister, 

We the undersigned represent a diverse range of large commuhity 
based organisations ifom the .churOh, ethnic and environment 
protection sectors in NSW. -  In 'total our membership coniprises many 
hundreds of thousands of NSW citizens from a, wide variety of 
backgrounds-and interests. 	 - 

We have united to urge go\'ernment action to protect our old growth 
and wilderness forests through effective implementation of the. 
conservation obligations found in the National Forest Policy Statement-
(NFPS) and signed by you in late 1992. 	 - 

- 	 In particular.we are vitally concerned about the future df.the south 
- 	east forests of NSW.  

• These, forests should be subject to the regional assessmnt and 
moratorium provisions of the' NFPS. We note that the scientifically. 
discredited 1990 South East Agreement has been superseded by the 
NFPS and, if' implemented would endanger irreplaceable old growth 

• and wilderness forest and threatened -  species. - 

The NSW Ecumenical Council, with a membership of 13 churches, has 
considered this issue and believes at the present time it is esentiaI 
that wilderness- and, old growth forest be protected and endangered 
species saved from extinction.  

The Baptist Union of t4SW, Social IssuesCommittee and the Catholic 
Conference of Leaders of Religious - Institutes of Australia,. strongly 
believe that -your government should no, longer allow the logging 
(especially for woodchips) of old growth and wilderness forests. 

They further believe that the 1990 South East Agreement is totally 
inadequate as only 55,000ha of such forests would be protected, while 
much more remains in dahger including important vegetation 
communities. --- 	- 	- 

Plantations including the - existing large softwood sites, must provide. 
- for our wood needs' and jobs for the industry, in association with 

stYuctural and regional assistance packages. 

The Uniting Churcj in Australia NSW Synod at its recen,t annual - 
meeting passed a resolution which included urging the NSW 	- 
Governntent to implement the NFPS. Further, that government place a 
moratorium on logging of all high conservation forests, especially old-
growth and wilderness until the requirements Of the NFPS have been 

,' - 	fulfilled. 
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c 
lb-eq support such. a moratoriUm in the south east forests of NSW 
which is not only required by the NFPS but also by the 
precautionary principle which is fundamental to ecologically 
sustainable development. 	 . 

The Synod has alsp noted that with regard to the south east forests, 
there are serious questions in the scientific commuhify about the 
valu6 and appropriateness of the 1.990 Agreement. Further, the prima 
faci.e case is that the Agreement does not provide an adequate, 
comprehensive and representative system of reserves. 

It is significantthat.the Ethnic Cominunities Council of NSW,(ECC) 
the only community based NSW organisatibn rprethhting several 
hundred ethnic organisations and associate members has recently 
formed an environment sub-committee 

The ECC believes that all .group in society must take a stand to 
preserve the environment, so there is aworld we can proudly pass 
onto our children. 	 . 	.. . 	. 	. 

Many members of ethnic communities cothe from areas of the world 
which face immense population presures and environmental 
degradation 	especially deforestation. ECC members appreciate this 
country and wish to protect its beauty for generations tosome. 

The ECC has called Upon government to recognise its oblifltions 
under the NFPS and protect remaining areas of high conservation 
value forest such as in south east NSW. 

the undei-signed peak environment groups are emphatic that the Old 
grow±h and wilderness forests of the sOuth east be protGcted.. Their 
worl.d heritage and national estate values are well documented. 

They too seek full implementation with integritç', of the conservation 
obligations of the NEPS by both state and Commorweaith governments. 
a .- at c re.j e-c4--; o.- 	of Ht ' q9 0 Soc.ci-t- jars. A-8  

We.ace_aware4hat over the last decade, hundreds of thousands of 
Australian citizens and community groups have supported protecfion 
of the south east forests. 	 . 	. 

It is our recent experience that this concern is growing with more 
and more eople wanting you to act, now. 

Yours sincerely, 
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NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
.- 	 Fal Stook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phclne: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

I Noyember 8th 1993 
Ms/ Clover Moore MLA 

Dear. Ms Moore, 

'1 write cdncerning your intended censure motion against the Government over 
forest policy, apparently scheduled for late this week or early next week. I 
am a little unclear as to whether this refers to your protest about the 
disgraceful all-night sitting and the question of the decimation of sduth-east 
forests, or to the state-wide failure of the Government to implement the 
National Forest Policy and the consequent destruction of remaining old growth 
and wilderness areas before these have been assessed, and the patent bias and 
- inadequacies of the current program of Forestry Commission EISs. 

We have long been urging Labor and the Independents to censure the Government 
on NFP and these EISs, and we hope this may occur with Labor support. Please 
refer to material sent previously. 

I enclose copy of a short report on the Gloucester/Chichester forest 
operations submitted last week to-the new Commissioner for Forests, the 
Director of qaLM, Warwick Watkins. The  report will serve as a case study 
illustrating concerns from the north-east. 

Yours faithfully, 

Barrie Griffiths 

NOV '993 

- 	COPY FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 
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NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
• 	 Fal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105 	faic/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

November 8th 1993 

Ms Pam Allan MLA 

Dear Ms Allan, 

I have heard that a censure motion against the Government over forests policy 
and the failure to implement the National Forests Policy, the consequent 
destruction of high conservation value forests without assessment, the bias 
and inadequacies of the Forestrry Commission EISs, is scheduled to occur at 
the end of this week or early next week. 

You will be aware from earlier correspondence that we have long urged 
Parliament to bring the Governmment and the Forestry Commission to account. 

I have also heard that Ms Moore intends a motion regarding the Government's 
disgraceful all-night sitting. I very much hope that censure of the 
Government will not be restricted only to the south-east bitt will embrace the 
state-wide failure to implement NFP and the, matter of these so-called "EISs". 

I enclose copy of a short report submitted to the new Commissioner for 
Forests, Mr Warwick Watkins, which serves as a regional case study 
illustrating urgent concerns regarding north-east forests, 'which NEFA raised 
in the course of a three-hour meeting with Watkins last Tuesday. We have asked 
for immediate action to address curretit abuses. 

Please refer also to material sent previously concerning these matters. 

The situation in both the north-east and the south-east is critical. In the 
north-east abusS and breaches continue whilst overdue EISs are deferred until 
next year, and others (Wingham, Kempsey-Wauchope) may soon be subject.of yet 
more legal actions by NEFA; and now a patently inadequate EIS for Sawmiller's 
Exports P/L/ woocichip licence has just been released (see press'release of 
yesterday). In the south-east, supply has virtually run out and the Els has 
also been deferred until next year. In the south, Cabinet directly intervened 
to compell the NPWS to approve operations in Special Prescription Areas; in 
the north, political intervention compelled the Department of Planning to 
approve, the Wingham EIS which otherwise would have been rejected on the same 
grounds as Mount Royal; and to approve logging of assessed wilderness areas in 
Glen Innes Management Atea. State-wide, the NPWS and the EPA have been 
prevailed upon to routinely issue and extend, fauna licences and Pollution 
Control Licences, contrary to law. 	 , 

These and other matters have likewise been documented in material sent to you 
previously. 

We hope that finally now at this eleventh hQur appropriate action will he taken 
such that theGovernment and the Forestry Commission shall be accountable to 
Parliament, and steps taken to immediately implement the National Forest. 
Policy in NSW. Much has been lost by the delay. 

Yours faithfully 	 . 	. 
Barrie Griffiths 



NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Pal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105. 	fax/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

November 3rd 1993 
Warwick Watkins, 
Director, -Department oQ Conservation and Land Management 	H 

Dear Warwick,  

We appreciated the time yesterday for what we feel •was a positive meeting. 

I include a brief report on the situation in Gloucester and Chichester 
Management Areas, which illustrates many of the matters of concern raised in 
our meeting. Time did not permit dealing with these specifics yesterday; but 
urgent action is required to redress breaches of prescriptions and most 
importantly, to constrain these very extensive operationà which flagrantly 
breach the National Forest Policy. 

Specifically: 

* Existing very extensive operations in Barrington Tops and Stewarts Brook 
State Forests should be confined to an area which in total size is 
appi'opriate to maintaining supply throughout the ETS process only. 

* Operations just commenced in compartment 44, Barrington Tops State Forest 
should not proceed. Compartments 43to 48 are considered highconservation 
value and are included in the World Heritage Nomination. 

* Operations in compartments 1 to 9 of Stewarts Brook State Forest, within the 
area of the Tubrabucca Road extension, should only proceed on the basis of 
adequate assessment, with allocations only approved in compartments assessed 
of' lesser-value, for volumes sufficiert to maintain supply for Upper Hunter 
Timbers, only until the ETS process has been completed - that is, no more than 
pne years' allocation. 	- 	- 	 - 

* NEFA wishes to have some input into this assessment. - 

* Forestry Commission staff should be instructed that the Standard Erosion 
Mitigation Guidelines (1993) aree to be implemented for all operations; and 
that habitat tree retention prescriptions shall be in accordance with the 
Minister for Planning's Wingham determination. 	 - - 

* Sawmiller's Exports P/L temporary liëence to export silvicultural- residues - 
expired on November 1st, pending determination of the Woodchip ElS just 
released (details noted yesterday by Derek). Allen Taylor & Co. are harvesting 
old growth logs for chipping for Sawmiller's xports; This is illegal, and 
immediate action should be taken to advise the operators in all Management - 
Areas within the supply zone of Sawmiller's Exports P/L/ that such operatiohs 
are illegal and should cease immediately. 

Yours faithfully 

Barrie Griffiths 



NORTH-EAST FOREST ALLIANCE 
Fal Brook Wildlife Refuge 

P.O. Box 9 Singleton 2330 Australia 
phone: (065) 77.3105 	fax/data: (by prior notice) 	E-mail: peg: ganref 

November 2nd 1993 
Warwick Watkins, 
Director, Department of Conservatiàn and Land Management 

Dear Mr Watkins, 

I have been researching Forestry Commission records for Gloucester and 
Chichester Management areas for some time, and I have been participating in 
the current EIS process through the Community Consultative Committee and 
communication with the consultants, Manidis Roberts. I have long been 
extremely concerned about gross mismanagement of these forests, and I write 
now to briefly summarise concerns which have been heightened by recent field 
trips to Chichester and Gloucester. 

Action is urgently required to restrain current operations which extend right 
across Barrington Tops from the Tubrabucca area of Stewarts Brook S.F. in the 
west, through the northernmost plateau and steep escarpment areas of 
Barrington Tops S.F. including the headwaters of the Manning River, to the 
extreme north-eastern section of Barrington Tops S.F. and further eastwards 
embracing all of Bowman S.F. These extensive roading, logging and burning 
operations are taking place in areas which include beautiful and distinctive 
forests subject to nil or minimal past disturbance, omitted from the 
moratorium, which have not been assessed for conservation values or 
sensitivity to impacts. There are areas within this extensive sweep of 
operations which should be protected. There are also operations just 
commencing within areas included in NEFA's World Heritage Nomination. 

These operations pre-empt the EIS assessment process and the regional 
assessment process. Our knowledge of these forests is abysmal, Forestry 
Commission records are a disgrace. The NPWS has issued General Fauna Licences 
on the basis of mere cursory checklists, and has illegally routinely extended 
these so-called 'temporary licences". The Environment Protection Authority has 
issued a Pollution Control Licence without even the pretence of assessing 
impacts on vital catchments or considering appropriate ameliorative measures 
or prescribing appropriate monitoring. The Standard Erosion Mitigation 
Guidelines (1993) are not yet being implemented in these management areas, the 
Standard Erosion Mitigation Conditions are manifestly inadequate and now 
generally accepted as such, yet even these are being breached. Forestry 
Commission staff and resourôes in Gloucester and Taree have been stretched way 
beyond their capacity in the attempt to patch together an EIS with inadequate 
records in the context of a history of gross mismanagement, deliberate 
unsustainable yield volumes over many decades, and losses averaging almost 
half a million dollars per annum during 1981 to 1991. 

ElS demands on Commission staff have meant that supervision of operations has 
evidently been even more inadequate than usual. Management Plan provisions, 
Harvesting Plan and erosion mitigation prescriptions are not being met as a 
consequence. 

The methodology adopted by the EIS surveys (tollowing York, Binns & Shields, 
"Flora & Fauna Assessment in NSW Forests: Survey Guidelines", 1992) has already 
been pronounced flawed and inadequate by the Museum, the NPWS, the Department 
of CaLM, the EPA, independent experts and even the Department of Planning, and 
has already failed to survive Land and Environment Court challenge. In 
addition, the ElS fauna surveys comprise a smattering of plots and transects 



across management areas encompassing almost 200,000 ha of forest; consequently 
vast areas have not been .subject to even the token "survey" of a plot or 
transect in the vicinity, and no compartment whatsoever can be said to have 
been surveyed in a site-specific manner appropriate to adequately assess 
values predict impacts and make recommendations. 

Proposed PMP Reserves in the draft EIS are pitifully few, and none are 
proposed for Flora Reserve Status. Doug Binns' proposed Eucalyptus Nobilis 
Reserve is very small and, of course, located in very steep inaccessible 
country, ignoring the  very high site quality forests nearby. 

The Commission have sought to cover-up aspects of mismanagement by witholding 
information and documents, providing false, simplistic or misleading 	- 
information to NEFA (and to the consultants), and even by attempting to lock 
NEFA and the public out of areas of forest. 

The EIS was due to be published by September 30th 1993, but has now been 
deferred until next year. Meanwhile, extensive roading, logging and burning 
operations are proceeding across the full breadth of the Barrington Tops 
without proper assessment, under cover of the TI(IP) Act, which is being 
breached by extension of the EIS timetable and also by continued gross 
breaches of provisions for sustained yield and ecological sustainability and 
protection of biodiversity. UnFess action is taken, this effectively means 
the Commission will not be made accountable for gross abuses until perhaps 
mid-1994. 

Moreover, every possible attempt has been made by the Commission at District 
(Mike Pryjma) regional (John Murray, John Bruce) and Head Office levels; to 
deny and delay access to documents and information, including recent Annual 
Reports, current harvesting plans, envirpnmental assessments and order of 
working details, harvesting history and EIS survey reports and maps. Attempts 
have even been made to deny access to areas of forest, and to refuse 
permission to even photograph areas of forest without prior written permission 

Information has been withheld from members of the Community Consultative 
Committee, and information provided to the consultants Manidis Roberts has 
been too late to enable the EIS to be produced on time, and moreover is quite 
evidently simplistic, misleading, confusing, contradictory and erroneous. 

FORESTRY COMMISSION RECORDS 

Harvesting history records are extremely poor and maps prepared for the EIS 
have been hastily done on a mainly !'desk_top"  basis, and cannot be trusted. 
The crude category "logged pre-1970" provides no basis for distinguishing 
compartments intensively logged in the sixties from compartments logged very 
selectively in the forties and fifties or earlier., many of which retain the 
integrity of structure and characteristics of old -growth. Moreover, a large 
number of compartments mapped as pre-1970 have completely blank history ôards, 
and in the frantic rush to .patch together logging history maps there appears 
to have been a desk-top decision to classify these as "pre-1970", since time 
and resources have not permitted extensive field assessment. 

NEFA's site inspections to date have necessarily focussed on compartments in 
the 1992-94 -orders of working, and on areas in Gloucester M.A. nominated for 
Wilderness and World Heritage - the upper catchments of the Cobark, Dilgry and 
Manning Rivers. Further site investigations including compartments in this 
"pre-1970" category are planned during November. However, in view of the 
absence of records a proper assessment should be undertaken within the context 
of the regional assessments. Meanwhile, operations in certain compartments in 
the 1993-94 order of working likely to be of high èonservation value should 
not proceed without proper assessment. These include compartments in the 



Tucker's Creek area, the harvesting plan for which has not been made 
available, and compartments in the Tubrabucca area. 

STEWARTS BROOK STATE FOREST: TUBRABUCCA ROAD EXTENSION. 

Compartments 5 to9 inclusive in the Tubrabucca area of Stewarts Brook S.F. 
(unlogged except for a small area near Barrington Trail in cmpt 6 and a small 
area of cmpt 9 in 1991/92) are covered by one harvesting plan, no. 93/G1, 
comprising over 1,000 ha with an estimated volume of 45,370 m3 quota sawlog 
volume. In addition, roading work has been done and logging operations are 
about to commence in compartments I to 4, unlogged except for a small area in 
compartment 2, logged 1990/81, and comprising an additional 644.5 ha. There is 
a bulldozer currently in compartment 2, which has just been very.severely 
burnt (see photo 1.) NEFA has not been able to obtain copy of a harvesting 
plan for these four compartments. In addition, Harvesting Plan no. 92/141 
dated December 1992 covers compartments 10, 20 and 22 of Stewarts Brook S.F., 
comprising 602 'ha just north of Polèblue Swamp, with an estimated volume of 
9,900 m3. The Wildlife Prescription is only two trees per hectare. A request 
to add compartments 10 & 20 to the Gloucester M.A. General S.120 licence is 
dated 5th March 1993, Both these Harvesting Plans refer to th.Tubrabucca 
Environmental Impact Assessment, which has not been made available. Reference 
is also made to Paddy's Ridge Environmental Review, which has not been made 
available either. There is only a brief checklist attached to these harvesting 
plans, which state that "the area is covered by the Timber Industry (Interim 
Protection) Act until the Gloucester-Chichester Environmental Impact 
Statement is completed around mid 1993"; and conclude that "the environmental 
effect of this proposal is not significant and therefore an environmental 
impact statement will not be prepared". 

BARRINGTON TOPS STATE FOREST. 

One Harvesting Plan, no. 93/G2, covers compartments 55 and 60 to 65 of 
Barrington Tops S.F., comprising 2,257 ha in the Kangaroo Creek area, with an 
estimated volume of 71,851 m3 	In addition, operations have been ongoing in 
compartments 22, 23., 20 & 21 of Bowman S.F. under General Licence no. TS0021 & 
T50045. Harvesting Plans have not been made available for these Bowman 
compartments, which total 950 ha. Compartment history cards do not record 
logging history prior to operations in compartment 22 in 1990/92 (2,081 m3 
nett quota sawlogs plus 5,251 tonnes of pulp), except for 43 m3 in 1975/76 
from compartment 22. Forester Craig Hawkins suggested Bowman S.F. was 
selectively logged in the sixties and seventies (pers. comm. ) In addition, 
"Bowman West" is included in the Order of Working for 1993/94, presumably 
comprising at least compartments 26 & 29 to 31. The total gross area of Bowman 
S.F. is 2,987 ha, much of which appears to have been made available to the 
crown sawmiller, Allen Taylor & Co. (Boral Timber) for 1991 - 1994. 

Consequently during the course of the EIS preparation both Upper Hunter 
Timbers (Stewarts Brook S.F.) and Allen Taylor & Co.. (Barrington Tops S.F.) 
have been allocated •areas with estimated volumes equivalent to 8 to 10 years' 
quota allocation, "to ensure supply until the EIS is completed in mid-1993" I 

These estimates do not include volumes from leasehold land in current orders 
of working, nor volumes of ex-quota and pulpwood. 

These estimates also do not include allocatibns in the .proposed order of 
working for 1993/94 given in the 1991/92 Annual Report, which include the 
Kholwa and Mt Carson areas, currently under moratorium and also within the 
Barrington Wilderness as assessed by the NPWS. The Commission continue to 
adopt the policy of logging all remaining old growth "as rapidly as possible" 
and assume that virtually all remaining old growth areas will be 'available. 



Not content even with this, the policy in these management areas is to extend 
roading, "roadside salvage" and burning operations way beyond projcted quota 
commitments, in what appear to be 'claim staking" exercises with extremely 
destructive environmental impacts. 

KANGAROO CREEK 

Compartments 58, 60 & 62 are the catchment of Kangaroo Creek, major headwaters 
of the Manning. Compartment 62 was logged for pulp in 1989/90 (664 tonnes) and 
in 1990/91 (4,182 tonnes) and 1991/92 (2,321 tonnes). In addition, 7,556 m3 
sawlogs were harvested in 1990/91 and 2,884 m3 in 1991/92. This is 
predominantly high altitude messmate/brown barrel on good soil and moderate 
topography, all merchantable Quota Quality stems have been taken. Habitat tree 
retention seems very uneven, and mostly negligible; the current harvesting 
plan prescription (compartments 55 & 60 - 65) dated 4th June 1993 is 4 per ha, 
evenly spaced. The Plan states that "large sections of some of these 
compartments have already been logged" - clearly without habitat retention 
prescription. Hardly any trees have been marked for retention in the. area 
shown in the photos attached. 

TUCKERS CREEK AREA (Manning River catchment) 

Operations are in preparation in cmpts 43 & 45 and have just begun in cmpt 44. 
On each of two visits to the Gloucester Office to inspect documents, the 
harvesting plan(s) for these operations were not available. Operations begun 
in compartment 44 are notable for negligible habitat tree retention. 

In addition there is an "open slather" operation on CNL land (Moore) adjacent 
to compartment 45, for which NEFA have the H.P., which is disgusting, very 
small timber, absotutely nil habitat trees (see photos). This area forms 
part of an important link corridor across to cmpt 31 of Bowman S.F. (along 
Mount Mooney Trail), and thence through leased land to Woko N.P., in the 
World Heritage nomination. 

Compartments 43 to 45 are included in the World Heritage nomination; no survey 
plots were located in this area for the EIS - road transect 10 along Mount 
Mooney Trail recorded 11 Greater Gliders, one Mountain Brushtail Possum and 
two Koalas. Compartments 29 to 31 of Bowman S.F. include significant areas of 
rainforest, are substantially unlogged (compartment cards show only 220 m3 
gross from compartment 30 in 1968/69, though the Harvesting History Map 
prepared for the ElS includes all as "logged pre-1970"), and form part of 
what should be an important linking corridor through leasehold land to Woko 
National Park. 

In addition, ticere are considerable opertions in beautiful high altitude 
(1,600 m) forest with Snow Gum predominating on good soil and flat topography 
but poor & low-yielding for timber because of species type and exposure to 
cold. Much of this forest is infested with Scotch Broom, and the pattern of 
infestation follows logging trails (see photo); the rush to extend operations 
across as wide an area as possible to combat threats from the moratorium/NEFA 
litigation, Wilderness Assessment and World Heritage Nomination, would thus 
seem to be greatly exacerbating the Scotch Broom problem. 

The impacts of fire are a major concern also. Dilgry River (compartments 80 to 
84) has just been subjected to a very severe burn, which has crowned towards 
the bottom over a considerable area close to rainforest. Other examples of 
fire impacts fromm recent spring burns are shown in photos attached. 

SUSTAINED YIELD 



The Gloucester M.A. Annual Report for 1990/91 states that 

"Despite virtual halving of quota allocations over the last few years, current 
allocations will continue to exceeed the theoretical long term sustained yield 
level for the management area. However, better growth and assesmemnt data are 
required before accurate long term yield prediction (and further subsequent 
allocation adjustments) can be made. These adjustments may, in fact, not take 
place until the start of the second cutting cycle in about 2020." 

"The greater percentage of assessed volume cut relative to area in the final 
columns (of Appendix 38, Progress of Cutting Cycle) reflects the fact that 
future logging areas will have a higher proportion of non-productive area due 
to steep topography and lower yielding forest types." 

The Chichester Management Plan's sustained yield strategy was based on a number 
of assumptions. It assumed "a satisfactory age/size class distribution" and 
stated that "the critical conbsideration is that sufficient area of regrowth 
stands will not have attained maturity by the time the present cutting cycle 
is completed about 2023/24." The Plan also assumed a rotation of 100 years 
and that "sufficient of the 40% of area logged over should be able to sustain 
a quota operation in 60 years time" (p.24); that 4,000 ha of Eucalypt 
plantations would be established, which with ameán annual increment of 14 
m3/ha at age 20, at least 50% of this volume would be available as thinnings. 
The Plan admitted these calculations were "a rough guide only" (p.25) yet 
proceeded to arrive at an extremely optimistic figure for sustained yield of 
15,800, and then approve allocations of 21,500 	In.fact, in six years 
following the Plan, annual average was 25,000. 

It was soon evident that almost all the assumptions underlying the sustained 
yield figure of 15,800 were incorrect, and significantly so With the.move to 
integrated operations and the illegal sale of pulpwood, the consequences for 
the forests have been disastrous. 

The 1962 assessment estimated available hardwood sawlog volume at 710,382 m3 
gross. However the 1975/76 assessment doubled the estimated resource to 
1,377,000 m3 gross (1,032,750 net), giving a cutting cycle to 2023. (Plan page 
23). The 1982 Assessment estimated the remaining available sawlog volume at 
1,028,629 m3 net, giving a mill life to 2026 (Annual Report .82/83). The 
estimated loss of 210,000 m3 from the rainfprest decision of January 1984 
reduced this to 2016. The 1982 assessment would appear to have significantly 
increased the estimated available Old growth: the 1975 assessment estimated a 
resource of 110,000 m3 gross from previously logged areas; by June 1983 it was 
estimated 20,540 m3 remained of this resource (see Annual Report 82/83). 

These estimates are based on revised yield sttistics assuming 25% defect and 
"a 10% reduction factor for inaccessibility, steepness, filter strips, reserve 
areas etc"(ibid). Successive Reports suggested, both assumptions were 
significantly wrong: "The combination of these two factors is particularly 
devastating. Some roading economics of recent times have, been adjusted in 
anticipation of yields well below that assessed ... Limited possibilities 
exist within Chichester M.A. to contribute to additional resource for the 
remainder of the first cutting cycle" (Annual Report 1985/86). By 86/87 the 
Forester was lamenting "the future holds no ray of hope" (Ahnual Report 86/87), 
and the following year the yield monitor showed a balance of 290,707 m3 net: 
"If the balance is to last until 31.12.2039, quota would be 5,818 m3/annum 
from 1.1.1990; i.e. 27.1% of current quota" (Annual Report 1987/88). Despite 
this, yields from 87/88 were 22,000, 18,585 & 17,249. 

With the collapse of the market for mining timber and Forestry Commission 



financial losses going -through the roof (about $2.5 million Chichester, $1.5 
million Gloucester, 1981-1991, not including huge public subsidies and not 
including asset write-off from Rainforest decision), plantation establishment 
abandoned and thinning work neglected, hopes focussed on the pulpwood market 
to boost yield and revenue and "soak up the excess thinnings available" 
(Annual report 82/83). It had originally been intended that with the 
introduction of pulpwood sales all pulpwood areas would be planted, 'so that 
review by other bodies, if undertaken, would reveal positive efforts to 
regenerate sites" (Annual Report 83/84); however, plantations were abandoned 
and with the introduction of pulpwood sales thinning and culling was so reduced 
as to cause "problems of excess manpower within the District" ! (Annual- Report 
82/83). In the event thinnings for pulpwood were not sufficiently lucrative, 
royalty rates insisted upon by Boral were ridiculously low (about $4 a tonne), 
their operations too selective, "taking only the best of the 'optional' wood" 
(Annual Report 86/87), and their pulpwood log specification was too high: 

"During 1988 Allen Taylor & - Co. introduced a specification for pulpwood which 
virtually excludes old growth logs which do not qualify as quota sawlogs - 
copy given in Appendix 6. The only optional logs now taken by Taylors äeem to 
be generally sound smalls with perhas too many limbs to count as quota. 
Taylors took 740 m3 gross minimum rate logs in 87/88 out-of 5,414 m3 net 
compulsory volume. The other quota operations yielded 20,605 tonnes gross 
optional logs against 10,854 m3 net compulsory volume. A sil.vicultural result 
is not being ebtained for Allen Taylors. The other two quota operations take a 
much lower grade of log for salvage sawlog to AS Nicholas and (in JSC areas) 
do provide a silvicultural result." (Annual Report 87/88) 	 - 

The Forester questioned that Taylors should be allowed to take only the best 
non-compulsory logs at the same price as the others (ibid). 

"The indreased Minimum Rate proportion (up from 0.73% 86/87 to 3.35% in 87/88) 
is due to Allen Taylqrs taking the best of the ex-quota non-compulsory 
component as salvage saw].og. These logs were tallied under the defect system 
as many were virtually quota sawlogs and did not warrant segregation." 
(AnnualReport 87/88 Appendix 1). 

A similar situation existed in Gloucester Management Area where the Forester 
reports that "the specifications placed by Boral on the quality of their 
intake seem unrealistically high. They state they would rather buy clean 
regrowth thinnings from Port Macquarie Region than defective oldgrowth from 
Gloucester.. Given the high standard of pulpwood now demanded by Sawmiller 
Exports via the Tea Gardens outlet it would be appropriate that the 
Commission receive a higher royalty than the $4.90 a tonne now received." 
(Annual Report 87/88). 

Currently large areas of regrowth and Euc. Laevopinea plantations have not 
been thinned, as admitted by the District Forester (pers.comm).. 

It is imperative that operations in Barrington Tops S.F. and Stewarts Brook 
S.F. be immediately confined to compartments considered on the best available 
evidence to be of lesser sensitivity to impacts, sufficient to yield no more 
than one years' allocation o  pending completion of the assessment process. 

Recent field trips revealed many breaches of prescriptions in both Management 
Areas, only a few of which are shown in photographs attached. Action should be 
taken to ensure that prescriptions including the Standard Erosion Mitigation 
Guidelines (1993) and appropriate habitat tree retention are implemented. 

- ---e 	 .. 
Yours faithfully 
Barrie Griffiths 

Enclosed: recent photographs 



By using the GPT a Can Labor Government will remove the existing conflict of interest 

that exists as a result of State Forests determining its own pricing regime. 

Environmental control of resource 

A Can Labor Government will review the existing framework of environmental 

regulatioiis to establish clear, consistent and strong environmental regulations for the 

production and harvesting of timber. 

They will recognise the existing provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act. and the principles inherent in the Endangered Fauna Interim Protection Act. 

In addition. a Can Labor Government will apply Total Catchrnent Management principles 

to soil conservation and water quality management in state forests. 

A Carr Labor Government will appoint a Principal Forest Regulator to monitor the 

performance of State Forests. licencees and contractors in the implementation and 

operation of Forest Management Plans. 

The Principal Forest kegulator will have regard to Government policy, the determinations 
of the Minister and the Forestry Advisory Council and all environmental prescriptions 
contained in any relevant environmental assessments and regulations and will have the 

power to enforce Forest Management Plans. 

The Principal Forest Regulator will report annually to Parliament through the Minister for 

the Environment. 

Appeal rights, including third party rights, will be available in respect of the 

implementation and operation of Forest Management Plans. 

The National Forests Policy Statement contains agreement with the Federal Government 
that until the assessment of the full range of environmental and other values are completed 
and a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system for our forests is 

established,activities that may significantly affect those areas of old growth forests or 

wilderness that are likely to contain high conservation values should be avoided. 

( 

This is commonly known as the moratorium clause of the NFPS. 

Within the context of the NFPS Agreement. a Can Labor Government will systematically 
manage the shift from high conservation old growth and wilderness logging to plantation 

and regrowth areas in the following manner: 

full evaluation of existing regrowth forests to determine their suitabilitY as 

replacement stock for old growth forests; 



• undertake 	a 	full, 	comprehensive 	regional 	assessment 	using 	the 	terms 	and 

definitions 	contained 	within 	the 	National 	Forest 	Policy 	Statement. 	Ic 	old 

growth, 	wilderness, 	national 	estate, 	world 	heritage, 	aboriginal 	heritage, 

endangered 	and vulnerable species, 	biological diversity, 	and 	other cultural 

values; 

This 	will 74i4r using 	the 	geographic 	information 	system, 	corn leted 

environmental 	impact 	statements 	and 	state 	agency 	databases 1 	o 	identi' 

environmental dui&. 	Such d0aii will then allow predictive analysis for 4' 

all regional assessments on 	both 	public and 	private land. Any process of 	v" 

assessment completed at the Federal level, and its outcomes, will be given 

appropriate recognition. 

7 	• as a first step, a Carr Labor Government will initiate an interim assessment 
process which will involve all stakebolders at the regional level to examine 

environmental 	information 	bases 	to 	determine 	areas 	to 	be 	placed 	under 

logging moratoria. 	This 	process 	should 	be complete within 	six 	to 	&ght 

months; 

7 	 Vr 
Stite Forests' logging program will be rescheduled/after taking advice from 
the NPWS and other agencies, to prevent logging in high conservation old 
growth forests and identified wilderness areas pending the completion, of the 

interim 	assessment 	process. 

identified moratorium areas will then be comprehensively assessed for their 

conservation values and be either placed within the reserve system or released 
for logging activity; 

Assessment will be carried out by Regional Assessment Coordination 
"-.-... 	Committees which will be established by a Labor Government, with priority 

given to those areas of greatest importance for maintaining timber supply. 

a Carr Labor Government will issue an immediate direction to CALM and the 
Soil Conservation Service to fully implement and enforce all private land 
clearing and land protection controls, including the gazettal of maps for all 
protected lands. 

It has been estimated that the gross annual hardwood timber yield from all existing old 
growth forests could be replaced by harvesting fully productive hardwood plantations 
totallin2 36.000 hectares (26,300 ha of public and 10,000 ha of private plantation 
hardwood) together with the existing regrowth forests which have a total area of 

approximately 800,000 hectares. 

(NB: 	This replacement capacity is due to the opportunity to re-schedule logging 
operations and increase cutting and thinning cycles in properly managed plantations and 
regrowth areas). 



Mr Warwick Watkins, 
Commissioner for Fprests, 
GPO Box 39, 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Mon, 17 Oct 1994 

Dear Warwick, 

Pease find attached. a list of urgent requests presented at today's Forest Policy 
Advisory Committee meting regarding the National Forest Policy Statement 
from the four conservation representatives on the FPAC. 

We ask that you deal with these requests as a matter of urgency, by making the 
Premier and the Minister for Land and Water Conservation aware of them 
and of our request for assurances, statements and answers regarding these 
points by Monday November 7th 1994. 

The NTFPS plots a clear direction out of the traditional conflicts between 
conservation and timber extraction fnteresis over native forest managernenf. 
We believe that our commitment to a way out of these disputes by 
participating in the FPAC (which has such a charter) must be matched by a 
clear commitment on the part of the NSW Government to abiding by the 
conservation commitments of the NFPS. 

We await your early reply, 

Yours sincerely, 	- 

Sid Walker 	 . Lyn Orrego 
Nature Conservation Council of NEW North Coast Environment Council 

Daklan Pugh 
	

Steve. Jago 
North East Forest Alliance 

	
SE. Forests Conservatipn Council 
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U1KTI7IIDEL OMMUM001M MHER I M DWO11D 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST' 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

Mr Warwick Watkins, 
Director-General, 
Department of Conservation & Land Manaernent, 
23 — 33 Bridge St., Sydney NS\'V 2000 
Fax: (02) 228 6140 

For the URGENT Attention of Mr Warwick Watkins in his capacity as 
Chairman of the Forestry Policy. Advisory Committee 

Dear \'Vart.vick, 

Thank you, for your recent reply to the letter of. 17th. October co-signed 
by the four conservation representatives on the Forestry Policy Advisory 
Committee. Your letter was tabled at the i.ith November meeting of 
the Nature Conservation Council's Executive. 

Th'e NCC notes your assurance of the Government's "commitment to 
Im)lem.enting the.Kpti.n iple.s and actions contained in the National 
Fofest Policy Satcp-int (NFPS)", but cannot agree that "management 
of,pubiicIy-o;ned 4, itive forests reflects this cornthitment". 

/ Council believes that\the NSW Government is in breath of the clause of 
-". the NFPS which pIedes that "governments will avoid activities that 

may significantly affect those areas of old growth forest or wi].detness 
that are likely to have high conservation value" (emphasis added). 

This is not the only key NFPS conervation pledge which Australian 
governments, and the NSW Government in particular, have failed to 
keep. As you know, this pledge is given as the third dot point on page ii 
of the NIPS, which contains five dot points in all. The first pledges that 
"agreed crIteria for old grov'th and wilderness will be determined 
through the woricing group process already described [iii the NFPS], 
while the second promises that "using those criteria, the relevant State 
agencies will, as a. matter of high priority, undertake dssessments of 
forests for conservation values, including old-growth values, and of 

IUCN 	. .,. 	. 	page 1 
Tb. WMd C.S. u 



forested land for wilderness values" (emphasis added). 

it is now two years since the NFPS was first signed, yet criteria for old 
growth and wilderness are still not agreed, nor has the NSW 
Government adopted a working definition and commenced a state-
wide rapid assessment "of foiests for conservation values, including 
old-growth values, and of forested land for wilderness values". 

Based on NSW Government figures, it has been calculated that on 
average more than 50 hectares per day of old growth forest is logged in 
NSW. Much of this has never been assessed for old growth and 
wilderness values - indeed many NSW State forests has never been 
subjected to any kind of formal environmental assessment. Scrutiny of 
private land logging operations is even more lax. 

The NCC believes that in order to "avoid activities that may 
significantly affect those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that 
are likely to have high conservation value", the NSVV Government must 
adopt the precautionary approach and stop all logging activities within 
them - at the very least until rapid assessments promises in dot point 
two have been carried out. 

histead, the NSW Government appears content with and has 
contributed to - chronic dela y  in. fulfilling pledges one and two,, hile 
the logging of effectively unassessed old growth, wilderness and other 
high conservation value forests continues apace. 

Dot point four on page ii. of the NFPS pledges the establishment of a 
"comprehensive, adequate and rep resenta live reservation system to 
protect old growth and wilderness values". This is due to be in place, in 
the context of public lands, by the end of 1995. 

in view of the appalling time slippage in meeting commitments made in 
dot points one and two, non-compliance with point three, and complete 
failure to commence a comprehensive regional assessment proceès (see 
NFPS pp  24 &25) in any part of NSW, it is impossible to imagine how 
this crucial conservation commitment to establish a 'comprehensive, 
adequate and representative reservation system' can he fulfilled on 
time. Meanwhile, as old growth, wilderness and other high 
conservation value forests are mined for wood at a rapid rate, the 
building blocks of a 'comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reservation system' continues to be destroyed. 
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The NCC views the logging of old growth forest in Compartment 579 
of Wild Cattle Creek as a particularly significant breach of the NFPS 
pledge in dot point 3 page 11. This was a rare case in which a thoiough 
and independently adjudicated assessment of old growth forest values 
had been carried out, as well as an assessment of fauna values which 
indicated the likely presence of numerous endangered species. 

Yet, despite appeals from numerous conservation groups, including the 
NCC - and in spite of the fact that the high conservation value of the 
old growth area was verified by a member of your own Department - 
this area was still logged. Trees which may have  been over 1,000 years 
old were destroyed in a few minutes. It is scarcely surprising that under 
these circumstances, conservationists doubt the credibility of the 
Government's commitment to the NFPS. 

The NCC is also increasingly sceptical of the Government's bona .fides 
in relation to the Forestry Policy Advisory Commfttee. 

Despite the misgivings of a number of the Council's key member grOups, 
NCC decided to respond positively to Minister Souris' invitation Late 
last year to nominate for the FPAC. The Council has taken the FPAC 
seriously and sought to participate in its processes in a spirit of 
compromise and co-operation. 

Council is concerned that this good faith has not been reciprocated. 
Despite unanimous agreement in the FPAC to set up a consultancy to 
consider improvements to the EIS process - based on a rémarkahie 
apparent convergence of views among the stakehoiders as to an 
improved FIS process - Council now finds that the Government has 
introduced a Bill which ignores this consensus. Instead, the clearly aims 
to insulate the Forestr y  Commission from effective legal challenge, and 
to cut the community out of effective participation in and scrutiny of 
native forest logging operations. 

In a similar fashion, despite the fact that the FPAC produced a 
unanimously-agreed position paper on 'Forest Plantation 
Establishment' - the only agreed statement to emerge from nearly a 
year of meetings - Council finds that the Government has ignored key 
recommendations of this paper and instead has drafted legislation 
which is at variance with them. In particular, despite unanimous FPAC 
agreement that the Government should "implement lbgislative or 
contractual measures that provide appropriate compensatable security 
to the harvesting of plantations" the Government's Bill does not 
provide for compensation, but instead seeks to over-ride fauna 
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protection laws. The four conservation representatives made it verl , . 
clear when the matter was discussed in the FPAC that we could not 
accept this approach. We also made it plain that our support for new 
plantation establishment was contingent on these being located on 
previously cleared land - yet according to legal advice received by the 
NCc, the Bill as currently by no means limits plantation establishment 
to such land, and is consequently likely to encourage further clearance of 
native vegetation. 

The NCC Executive therefore resolved at its meeting to write 
immediately seeking the Government's agreement to drop in entirety 
the Forestry (Environment & Fauna impact Assessment) Bill 1994 from 
its legislative agenda. in the case of the 'Tree Plantations (Harvest 
Security) Bill 1994', the NCC seeks an undertaking from the 
Government that it will either abandon the Bill or accept amendments 
consistent with the FPAC's unanimous recommendations. 

In the event that this does not occur, the NCC will no longer support my 
participation in the FPAC, and I will tender my resignation. 

The NCC is represented on more than 100 Government Committees 
The Counéii believes that helping to provide an interface between 
government and the community is one of its most important roles, and 
does not withdraw from government committees lightly. 

1-lowever, if a Committee's work is marginalised, its processes abused 
and its recommendations ignored - and when continued Committee 
membership achieves very little but could he regarded as condoning 
blatant environmental abuse - Council is forced to consider its position. 

I apologise for my absence from. FPAC this morning - the first occasion I 
have been unable to attend a meeting since the Committee began 
meeting. 

Please make copies of this letter available to FPAC members today, and 
bring its contents to the Minister's attention as a matter of urgency. 

Yours sincej. e. 

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
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NATURE (ONSERUATIOA COUNCIL I OFflSW 
• 	THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 

• 	 39.GEORGE ST • 	 THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247'4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02). 247 5945 

Mrs Ros Kelly, 
Minister for the Environment, . 
Parliament House; 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Wed, Jul 28, 1993 fo?1c4' I/7. 

Dear Minister, 

re: National Forest Policy Statement 

Thank you for meeting with Dr Judy Messer and myself in Canberra during the 
June Peak Councils meeting. 	 . 

Aswe indicated, on that occasion, the Council is keen to see, progress on the 
appointment of community representatives within the committees and working 
.groups entrusted With implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement. 
We believe this will help ensure that the conservation perspective.is  articulated 
clearly at that level. 	 . 

We refer you to page 20 of the NFPS, in which the Commonwealth pledges to 
"establish a policy advisory body... to advise, on specific forest product industry 
and conservation issues".. • . , - , ,. , . . 

Within the NSW conservation movement, there is a wealth of experience which 
could contribute to the work of such a commjttee, and the Nature Conservation 
Council would welcome an invitation to nominate a member to it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 

c/c c&xJ ci 4-c-t 

J 
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NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL I OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

The Hon Ros Kelly, 
Minister for the Environment, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Tue, 9 Nov, 1993 

Dear Minister, 

We refer to previous letters from the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
dated July 28th 1993 (copies attached), to which no reply has so far been received. 

The Council is deeply concerned at the inordinate delay in setting up the NFPS 
Policy Advisory Committee. Other conMmttees which were established to 
implement the NIPS, such as the two teclviical working groups established 
under the auspices of AFC & ANZEEC, were set up a considerable time ago.. 
Crucial processes which are integral to the NFPS, such as generating agreed 
criteria for reserve design, are now well-advanced. 

However, there has been no effective progress in setting up the policy advisory 
committee, despite the fact that is is the only committee agreed to in the NFPS 
with community representation. 

If there is further delay on this, crucial decisions will be made at inter-
governmental level without any opportunity for community input. That would 
represent a seriousbreach of the spirit of theNFPS, and further undermine 
public confidence in the willingness of governments to implement it. 

The Nature Conservation Council therefore urges.you to move rapidly to set up 
the NFPS policy advisory committee. 

In terms of the membership of the Policy Advisory Committee, the Council 

WIM 



understands that there are likely to be two representatives of the conservation 
movement appointed. 

The Council wishes to recommend Mr Dailan Pugh for one of these positions. 
Mr Pugh has had long-standing involvement in, and is well-connected 
throughout the native forest protection movement. He is familiar with both the 
science and the politics of forest conservation. To date, he has maintained an 
active interest in the NFPS process, but has lacked adequate access and 
resources to make more systematic input. Further details of his background and 
qualifications can be provided on request. 

The development of National Criteria for Conservation Reserve Selection of 
Forest Ecosystems, mentioned previously in this letter, is also a source of major 
concern to this Council. We understand that a draft is now at an advanced 
stage, yet there has been no public access to its.contents. 

If rumours of its content are accurate, it appears the draft criteria are extremely 
weak, and would allow accreditation under the NFPS of almost any 'reserve 
system' - even travesties such as the discredited 'Hawke-Greiner spaghetti 
parks' in the South East Forests of NSW. 

Even though there may be a round for public comment at a later stage, the poor 
standard of the current draft represents yet another missed opportunity by the 
Federal Government to advance the conservation goals of the NFPS. The 
importance of this issue cannot be exaggerated: sound ecologically-based 
criteria are essential if the outcome of the NFPS process is to be more than a 
tragic farce for conservation. 

In conclusion, the Council also seeks clarification of your progress in deciding 
whether to fund the National Plantations: Development and Employment 
proposal, which was jointly submitted to you by several Conservation Councils - 
including the Nature Conservation Council of NSW - at the last Peak Councils 
meeting in June. The Council reaffirms its support for this proposal, reiterates 
its request that the Commonwealth provides funding to make it possible, and 
wishes to know why there is such a delay in the Commonwealth's decision? 

The Council looks forward to a prompt response, 

Yours sincerel 

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
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NATURE COASERUATION COUNCIL OF N5W 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS P45W 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

URGENT MEMO TO CONSERVATION GROUPS RE: THE N.F.P.S. 

Dear Colleagues, 

This short note concerns the process currently underway to implement the 
National Forest Policy Statement (NF1'S). It is also an invitation to intervene in 
a couple of potentially crucial ways. But if you wish you wish to respond to that 
invitation, you must do so URGENTLY. 

I attach a letter sent to Ros Kelly from the Nature Conservation Council dated 
9.11.93. It is the most recent in a series of correspondence from the Nature 
Conservation Council to Mrs Kelly regarding the NF1'S. To date, replies from 
the Minister to our letters have been less than satisfactory. 

It is clear that the NF1'S process is badly off the rails. Nevertheless, the Nature 
Conservation Council believes that it would not be appropriate, at this stage, to 
despair of the process and simply accept that the signatory governments will 
continue to evade its conservation commitments. 

We seek your support on two matters, both of which are raised in the attached 
letter to Ros Kelly. 

Firstly, we urge you to support our demand that the Policy Advisory Committee, 
referied to on page 20 of the NF1'S, is established without further delay. If you 
feel able to, we also urge you to support the nomination of Dailan Pugh to that 
committee. Further information about his credentials can be provided on 
request - pr you can contact Dailan directly on 066/884307 (phone and fax). 

Secondly, we urge you to make effective input to the National Criteria for 
Conservation Reserve Selection of Forest Ecosystems. The Technical Working 
Group on Reserve Selection Criteria (a joint working group set up by the 
Australian Forestry Council and the Australia and New Zealand Environment 
Council) has come up with a working draft of national criteria for reserve 
selection. This draft is, apparently, so vaguely worded and narrow in focus that 



it is virtually meaningless and of no practical benefit to conservation interests. 
The working draft is due to be fidalised at the next meeting of the Technical 
Working Group on 18th November 1993, and the intention is for the final criteria 
to be adopted at the next meetings of the AFC and ANZEC. If we are to have 
any influence on the process it is essential that we begin now. 

To help rectify this, Dailan Pugh has drafted alternative draft criteria 
(attached). We urge you to consider proposals, and to respond to him urgently if 
you wish to suggest amendments. As far as I know, this is the only alternative 
proposal on this critical topic which is being generated by the conservation 
movement at this time. If you feel able to lend.genera.l supportto what is 
proposed, a joint letter of support wonld help cOnfer greater authority to his 
proposal. 

I look forward to your reply, 

Yours sincerely, 

A' 
Sid alicer 
Executive Officer 

Tue, Nov 9, 1993 

MM 
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.septemkr 1992 	. 

The Hon. Paul Keating MP  
Fume Minister 	 - 
Parliament House 	 .' 	 . 

• Canberra ACT 2601 

Dear Prime Minister 

• 	. ' 	RESPONSE TO YOUR GOVERNMENT'S 
DRAFT NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT 

This Draft Nadonal Forest Policy, prepared by officials from wood exnction govèrnrhent agencies, is 
no more than a prescription for copttnued and unnecessary nttive fores.destuctiori. Ausralians,Want 
their forests au3 their wood and this can be achieved by the Commonwealth enforcing a national policy.  
Nhich is in the interests of the national environment, society and economy. 

"- 

 

Thecurrentdraft does notachieve this endandhencedesenes tobe abandoned Immediately test SeriOuS 
criticism giVes it unwarranted credibility: 	. 

Par front enuenching non-viable comme:cial wood supply' operations in public nauye forests, a 
rogreSStve national policy should be aimed at securing commercially viable wood upoly from 

efficiently managed plantations.  

The outda:ed commiunent by forest bureaucracies to accominodate indusy preference for a cheap 
resource has already cost Australia an accumulated $4,5 billion in public sec:tor debt (see Resource 

• 	Assessrreitt C ommission,ForestandTinther1nquiryDraftspOrt, pRS). It is time that nation1 policy 
• 	was directe.d towards efficient meeting of market demand C-sough micro-economic, reform, tubsiØy 

removal and market education. , 

The key polIcy settings:necessary for effective management of our forests are few and 'simple: 

- 	Thé'on 36tngJubsIws1n of wooa extraction prom naue forests shoula DC acandoned n tavOUr of 
ensuring the use of plantations for wood supply. 	. 	. 	. 	. . 

Pltions are much more productive in terms of mass of usabie woéd pddu:ed per hectare ber year 
compared to native forest; Therefore, it is unnecessary and costly to attempt to establish commercially 
viable management regimes for wood supply from 'native forests.  

Figus released by the Victorian Department of Conse±vation and Environment (DcE) ëa th first 
rpon ott native forest logging.operad'ons on the rnainlahd, shbw that native forests are logged t floss. 
Conversely the same figures show.that DCE'ssoftwocdp1anuuion: run at'a healthy profit. (Commercial 
Accounts for the State Hardwood Forests andSoftwoodP1anratioi's. DCE, June 1992,FergtiSciILJ. and 
Hougbton K.A.) 	• 	 • 	1 	 ' 	• 	 •, ' ' . 

2: Phrnaiions, hw.'ested at economically optimal ages of 12 to 22 years of .ig, are technicafly 'd 
ecor.orn:cally more aacdve to pulprnills as.a source of both sotwocd and hardwocd fibre. This is 
especa1ly r.e for new muls usmg moden technology.  



Judy Clark (The Futiirefth- Native Forest £4gging in Aiwyajia, 1992) predic;s that AusaJja an be 
totally self suffidiezti in the production of?aper fibre by 195, using only softwood and hardwood 
plantation pulpwood, residues from plaMat:on bas'ed sawmills and increased paper recycling:. 

The abWry toxp1oit gains in kthh volume and quality yie!d thiough rechnologi&iJ advaiites of 
plantation material is essential to maintain, a productivity advaitqe and thus eConrrJc viability. 
Conversely native Threst woodchip suppliers can only retain competiuon by relying more and mae on 
public subsidies. This is conuaiy to Fedenl government ociicy in all other irdusy sectors. 

Softwood dmber haested from planons aged 25 to ) years, is capabl of subsdtun fr the 
yast majority of uses currently met from native forests logging. 

In South Auswa1ja forinstance which hasnç nadvéforest Ioginzindusy,9% of all tirn&rconmed 
in the building and consuuction indusv is sofrwoods from plantations. In Tasmarü and Western 
Ausnalia, the"figure th only about 37% and 20% respectively. (Clark, 1992) 

Supply and quality considerations will ensure that softwoods enjoy a grdwing price advantage over 
hardwoods in tie consmlcdou market, making it cheaper and easier to build a house our of softwood. 
This is the area where real social benefit can be delivered to ordin 
policy. 	 ary Ausu-alians by a nationaiForest 

: 	 . 

The continued use of native forest for wooddhip production 	oriented to the export pulp market is not 
c0nomica1ly feasible anywhere on the Australian mainland as the Umber resource simply does not 

exist. (RAC, F)rest and Timber Inquity FinalPeport, 1992, p lii) 

Native forests should be thanaged to maintain thefr narire conservation value. Apart from the - 
obvious environmental and social values of the maintenance ofthe native forest estate, !hey also 
represent a very important economic resource when not destroyed for W. 	value 	- 

Firstly, tàu.rismisa mostappropriate conthrcial use of 'multiple use' native foresz3 when itis de5ignèd 
to be compatible with nature conservation. Itis also the most effective employer of lesser and semi- 
skilled çeople iii remote areas (where the need i greatest) and the most efficient earner of foreign exchange. 

Secondly, in :tcen study commissiond by the Victorian Ministt:r for Wareraesources, it was £hown 
that the economic valu of water pioduction from native fonsrs hasbeari considerably inpacted upOn 
by logging, which reduced catchznent stream flow by as thuch as 50%, It was found that a total  cessation to 16;girigin Melbourne Thomson Carchrnent willhave significant benefits for Melbourne water.supoly 
relauveto the status quowith a rietpresentvalue of$147 millic n overcurrent arnngements, (Evaluation of the Economic valuis of Wood and Water Outvursfor S Thomson Carchrr.ent, 1992, Read Sturgess and Associate:;) 	. 	.. 	.. . 	... 	

. .. : 	. 	. 
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Thirdly, the role of forests and all forms of aadve vegetation in m.intenanCc of soil atd water values 

has aiwaysbeen well 
known. Unfortunately; thecostsof native vegetatiortloss anddegndatien in terms 

of soil erosion, salinity, fl
ooding and drough:; are only new bcirgfully appreciated by naticnaldçcisidn 

ners;TheNati9Pan0u1 .&dvisory Committee confirmed that frthercicaring was ur.necesSarY 
as there is abundant cJearedland available br plantadons. 	 . 

5. Nave ferests areavitalcomppceflt of .kuwalia'SbiO VSy atd itis e:aeT.ei'J importantthatthey, 

and our other rmaining natural vegetation types are manag'd to maintair their biodi';erSitY. 

Auswtha has a poorrecord in pTotecdng its p'ants and 	o.t exdr.cdon. The more fthgik ad 

end semi•arid ecosystems have suffered the worst but it is jmportart to appreciate that, if presçtt cends. 
•,f forest desmiction and detadadon condnue, nadve forests .wiU also lose the capacity 

to susta! 

population!; of anithals and plants. This is aLready uiie of drier forests and woodlands which haveborne 
tEe brunt of clearance for settlement. Large scale woodchipping operadons have new exzend:d that 
threat to all forest tes. 
It is vital tht woodchipping be abandoned as an unsustainable use of native forests and a use which is 
inconsistr.t with management for nature conservation. 	. 	 . 

• Similarly, sorg wilderness legislation, thtatened species legislation and a hiothverSty sategy are 
needed as a matter of urgency toensur that government resources can.be effectively tasgeted to; arrest 
Austalia'S shameful record on species.extLnCdofl; and lead the recovery of threatened species. 

The Draft Policy fundamentally fails to address biodiversitY protection with c Dnsen'tiOfl goal.teing 
sualified and voluntary, environmental tmtecdon measures given no workable frameworks or 
n_melines and no commitment exists for the immediate pr.ocection of old gro'th, wilderness arid 

high 

conSeDVa2Ofl value forests; 	... . 	 . . 	

-. :.. . 

• AsRAC says 'It is not feasi5le tclo did gbvth forests.; aid yet retain their full corn*lement of did 

.?owth attibuteand values.... Logging oT oldgowth fore3t ~ potentially violates the precautionarY 

principle qf sutainable development.,.. the values associated wi
th  pStine atuibutes anr.ot be 

replaced." (RAC, Final Report (xx:hvi)). 

. 

6. The people of Austailawanta theirnauve foretsproteCted, andthey want wood andpaperprOducts 
as well. The Draft Nauonal Foret Policy defeats both thesc goals. 

It is no longer aecessary to log any native forets. Complete sell sy.rfficiency in 'oath tht sawn uthber 
• 	

. an

dlandPttPer sectors canbe achieved, solely fromplanuttion resou±CC, by 1995 at the latest. Clark 

1993) 
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In summary the move forward for a national forest policy must beta address the fundamental issues 
raised above. 

Wneeds to be taken back to first principles which would be :erleced bya twoprcnged approach to a 
national forest :;ategy: 

A Native Forest Protection Policy which will protect all Ce bi'diversity, wiidernei.and aesthetic 
qualities of Ausüalia's remaining naiiye fo:est. It would include the imrnediae cessation of logging 
in high conseriadon value.forests, the identification of areas requiring further stuiy overwhich 
moratoria wou2d apply and th timetable for the eventual uansition of all logging to. alterr.ative 
plantadoa sources. 

A.Wood Production &wategy based on existing and thditional çlantations on already cleared land. 
This can also encompass programmes airnd at land regeneration eg one billion tees. 

Such an approach would provide for job growth, meet Austalia's timber needs and protectAusualia' s 
unique native forest heritage. 

Withotit these substantial changes in the direction àf government policy, we can have no confidence in 
the outcome.  

Yours sincere!', 

National 

Paicia Caswell 
Executive Director 
Australian Cor.servation Foundation -. 
20,000 members + 80,000 supporters 

Anne Forsythe 
National OffiCer 	.1 
Auswalian National Parks Council 
15,000 members 

- Karenne Sun! 
Directof;  

• -, - 'Ni Wi1dern6 Society'.'• 
-; - • 17,000 rnembers+85,000supponen 

Australian Capital Teiritory 

Jacqueline Rees 
Presideth 
Conservation Council of the S.E:Region and 
Canbr=a 	. 

• 9000 members representing 42 Groups: 

ACT Herpetological Association 
Albury 'Wàdongà Environment Cnwe 
Alpine Ccnservadon Network 
Athmal Liberation (ACT) 
Aust. A.;soc. for Environmental Education, ACT 
Aàstralian Conservation Foundation, Canberra 
Ausaalian's fcr a Ecologically Sustainabk -. 	-  

Bcrnagui En'ironrnent Group 
Braidwobd Environment Group 
Canberra and Region VET Action Group 
Canberra Archeological Society 
Canberra Bushwalidng Club 
Canberra Organic Growers 
Canberra Orriithologisu Group 
CanbeM and South East Règiàn EnvLrotment 
Cenut 
Coasratchas Association 
Energy Alliance 
EnvironrnentNetworkCene-........... 
Field Yacralists Association bf Canbcrm 



- 	 ---,-- - 	 -.-----.. 

t 	 - 
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Friends of Dànas : 
Friends of Ingaiba 

• .• Goulburn Field Naturalists Society 
Gulaga Mt. DromedAry Protection Gthup-
Jervis Bay Protection Committee 	

., 

• 	lUky's Run Pitservation Society 	• 
Kosciusk.o Hut:; Association 
Monaro Conscvauon Society 
Movement Against Uranium Mining 
Mt. Jerrabomberra Preservation society 

• 	Nadonal Parks Association ACT 
• National Trust of Ausut.Iia (ACT)  

National Trust of -Ausualia (NSW),Yass 
branch 

• Nuthdon Society - Foàd Co-operati'ie 
Pedal Power 	•- 

- Society for Growing Ausaaiian. Plants. ACT 
• South East Forest Conservation Council 

• 	Tantawangalo Catchment Pro;ection Associ- 
tion-.: 
-West fleiconnen Residents Action Grcup 
W-s'burhe Woods A&on Association 
Wilderness Sociery ACT Branch. 
Wotten and Environment Network 
\'owaia Egan Peaks Ascciation 

New South Wales 

: AIThithTh Eñvoent Cenut 
SOrn&nbtrs 

Aleé Colley 
• The Secretary 
• The Colong Foundation for Wildernéss-NSW 
• 130 members 

• 	Franklin Scail' 	. 
- Convene?'. 	. 

The Earth Repair Foundaudn 
500 members 

• 	The Fèrest Federation 
- Waáchope NSW 	•. 

Ku.igLg-sh1and and Envionment 
.:society 
200 methbers 

Eddie Buivids 	. 
President 	. 	-. 

• 	Nimbin Environment Cene Inc.  
98 menthers 	 • -• 

Society fifl Crrôwing Autalian Plants 
(NSW) Ltd. (SOAP) 	. 	.. 
2500 members, 24 bnnchás 

• Cenni Coast Environnient Counii 
60 members - 

• Concord, B urwood and Disnict Peace ar 
Envirorment Groups 
50 members • - 

• - Brute Dover. 
Convenor 

- Forest CaaignGcup 
• • 450 members 	• . 

Great Lakes Envionmer.tAsscc. iflC (NSW) 
• 50 members 

Lowe: Blin Mountains 
Conservation Council 
52thimbets 

Christopher Sheed 
Cxyen Farm.Assoc. hc. 
35 m-tmbe:rs 

•Heimut Aimann 	• 
Wingh&n Forest Acticri 
65 members 
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•WILD CATTLE CREEK LOGGING PROTESTS TO ESCALATE 
AS RICHARD JONES MLC VISITS AREA FRIDAY 

"Many North East Forest Alliance supporters will gather tomorrow at Wild 
Cattle Creek for noontime ceremonies and speakers in protest against the 
continued destruction of this precious old growth forest. Some may 
choose to place themselves In an'arrestablepositjon by setting out into 
this "closed" public forest in an attempt to see these ancient trees, 
some of which were seedlings at the time of Christ, before they are 
destroyed,"according to NEFA spokesperson Lyn Orrego. 

"Mr Richard Jones MLC will attend and speak to the gathering. Anyone 
concerned about the logging of our old growth forests is welcome. 
Families and children are expected. There, will also be eulogies for the 
forest and a flag ceremony, designed to remind people of the respect for 
the land which our original •inhabjtants had. 

"NEFA has vowed to continue its campaign to stop the Fahey government 
from destroying the public's high cnservat1on value old growth forests 
State Forests own figures show they are logging NSW's old growth forests 
at a rate of 60 hectares a day. This shows wanton disregard for the 
majority of the public who wish old growth' forests to be protected. 

"Cpt 579 In Wild Cattle Creek has been documented by expert government 
department reports as being both old growth and of high conservation 
value. Despite these reports being before the Minister for Forests, Mr 
Souris, he still endorsed the logging and even contradicted the expert 
reports in his statements to the public. 

"This is a willful'breach of the National Forest Policy Statement. NEFA, 
earlier this week, called for Mr Souris to resign. We are now calling on 
Mr Fahey to censlirs him, Qtnn the 1000ino of old growth at Wild Cottic 
creek and reaffirm his committment to the National Forest Policy. It was 
Mr Fahey who signed the policy in December 1992. How much is Mr Faheys 
word worth, we ask. 

"Old growth forests have a'far greater value than for a one off timber 
cut. After tour years of drought we might better understand the need to 
keep old growth which is responsible for yielding larger amounts of water 
to streams than regrowth forests. Our growing coastal communities need 
thia water. The governments AcLions In targetting high conservation value 
water-producin9 forests is crazy, even in economic terms." sits said. 

For further info: Lyn Orrego (065) 647478 or 647808 
Dailan Pugh (086) 882268 
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CARR SUPPORTS LABOR POLICY INSTEAD 0 
PROTECTION FOR NATIONAL PARKS 

• Carrs vote reveals support for minin in' national park 

NSW Environment Minister Chds Hartcher' today called on Bob Carr to stop 
supporting Labor policy which will see mining, in national parks  and start supporting 
the proper• conservation of national parks. , . . . .. 

Mr Hartcher said Carrs actions at the ALP conference show he'is supporting the 
possible mining of national parks. 	, : 	, 	. .. . 

"Bob 'Carr's vote' at the Labor.  .conference swung the' deóision to open up our 
national parks to mIning activity," Mr Hartcher said.  

"The yote was 51 to 50; if Carr's vote had opposed mining In national parks the 
motion would have, been defeatedsO 'to. 51. and it woUld not be 1ALP policy to allow 
mineral exploration in national parks.  

"Exploration is the foot In the door for mining In national  parks.  

'lf Bob Carr.has his waç'  there may be oil rigs in Royal National Park and an open 
,cut mine in.l$urring.gai.0 	' ' 	" 	' •' 	' 	' 

Mr"Hartchir pondemned the ALP conference for sUpporting thi motion to allow 
miningactivity in national parks;  

He said the NSW 'Uberal-National Governments stance on the, issUe was clear 
the 'Government paèsed ..the National Parks and Wildlife (Mining Prohibition) 
Amendment Act .1990 to 'specifically outlaw exploration or mining in national parks. 

"Bob Carr has  to take .a stand. Carr tells the,'party one thIng .and'the public 
something else but he should state oncg and for all what he really' puts first..- our 
national parks or Labor policy;  

"Even Cart's own colleagues have condemned his actions and the ALP 'policy. 

"Oppo&tion environment, spokeswoman Pam Allan said even conseriative 
Governments would not expose protected areas to mining exploration, and she's 
right - we wouldn't but obviously Carr and Labor would.  

"Naiionai parks are above party politics, Cart, should tell the people of NSW if he 
supports the conservation of national parks'or he supports Labor pokcy." 

Media contact: ' 	' Nicholas Harford  
'(02) 2334044or,016245315 
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30 september, 1994. 

NO MINING OR EXPLORATION IN NATIONAL PARKS 

A Carr Labor Government will enforce a total ban on mining and 
minerals exploration in national parks, Opposition Leader, Mr 
Bob Carr, said today. 

Mr Carr said it was longstanding State ALP policy to protect 
national parks from mining. 

He said State Labor had a proud record of increasing the 
national park estate by 100 percent and was not prepared to 
sacrifice these gains. 

"Mining or mining exploration in national parks will never be 
permitted under a Carr Labor Government. 

"This is consistent with our approach in Government when State 
Cabinet under Neville Wran banned mining innational parks and 
stopped sandmining in parks on the North Coast. 

"Any policy changes made Fedorally will have absolutely no 
bearing on State Labor's environment policy. 

"In fact we remain committed to our plan to establish 20 new 
national parks in our first year of office. 

"The State Opposition was successful in torpedoing the 
Coalitions Natural Resources Management Package which was 
aimed at reopen mining in national parks. 

"National parks are established to protectsensitive areas for 
the enjoyment of the communityand to protect bio-diversity. 

"There are plenty of mining opportunities outside the national 
park estate without the need 'tO compromise protected areas", 
Mr Carr said. 

1.\ z 
~V z ?4.~ 
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1 : 	.. z 	. 	•• 	. .•.• 	•••. 	:. 	. 	Dáilaa Pugh. 
Repentance Creek Road 
Rosebank, NSW, 2480 

Phone 066 882268, fax 882248 
30 September 1994 

The lion George Souns 
Minister for Land and Water Conservation 
Fax 02 2283801 

Dear George 7  

i: find my pos?.t-ion on the Forest Policy Advisory Commjttee severely 
compromised by your stance on compartment 59 Wild Cattle Creek State 
Forest. You refuse to admit that this compartment coataLns oldgrovth 
forest despite an independent report by Mr Kim Ritman. (CaLM) and 
advice from Mr Hallcett (OoF) that there is no doubt it is oldgrowth 
fotest 	'. 	....• 	•. 	.: 	•-..• 	. 	. 	 •. 	

...• 	 .. 	
. .. ....•.: 

This question was the subject of dispute mediation talks between NEFA, 
State Forests and the timber industry To resolve the debate on this 
point all parties agreed to obtaining an independent expert in 
oldgrovth forest identification Mr. Kim Ritman was agreed to be 
mutually acceptable 

?Tr Warwick Watkins (CaLM) and Mr John Halkett (OuF) agreed to the 
services of Mr Ritman (CaLM, LIC) being provided After some delay on 
behalf of State Forests the sate inspection by Mr Ritman finally took 
place He used his ground inspections plus aerial photographs to 
clearly identify the Brush Box and Tallowwood-Blue Gum forest in the 
compartment as oldgrowth forest (except where the road had been pushed 
through and where recent logging had occurred) 

The F'orest. Policy Advisory. Committee has considered this issue on a 

	

- number of o 	j ccassons and accepted that the definition and delineation 
of oldgrowth forest is a key issue for our consideration 

It is apparent from yOur stance that it is pointless for groups like 
Nfl'A to waste time on dispute medzation processes with State Forests 
because neither State Forests nor you will accept the umpires decision. 
It is equally evident that there is no point in trying to progress 
issues such as oldgrowth forestidentification through the FPAC because 
no matter, what we resolve you will ignore it 

The National Forest Policy Statement is the oily forest policy that NSW 
has. I can see fib value in wasting my time and money on the FPAC if the 
only policy that exists is flouted and if you refuse to accept an 
-independent person's advice Apparently there is no point in trying to 
reach consensus on 2ssues, resolve disputes and provide advice to you 
because you will just ignore It and revert to the original biased 
position 

If you are ftot prepared to admit that compartment 579 contains 
olc1grcwth forest andthat the NPWS haa identified it as high 
conservation value what is the point in dispute mediation and the 
Untess I recieve some truthfixl admissjons from you, iiith 
acknowledgement that cOmpartment 579 contaüjs oldgroteth forest (as 
independently verified) Which the NPWS has identified as of high 

• 	 .. • 	 .• • 	 • 	 • 	 . 	 • 	 • 	 • 	 . • 	 • • 	 • 	 • 	 • 	 . 	 • 	 . 	 • 
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MINISTER FOR 

	

-. 	 LAND AND WATER CONSERVATiON 

36 SEP 1994 

Mr Dailan Pugh 
Repentance Creek Road 
ROSEBANK NSW 2480 

Dear Dailan 

Thank you for your letter of 30 September regarding harvesting lnWild Cattle Creek 
State Forest 

I agree that the definition and delineation of old growth forests remains a difficult issue. 

This area must be viewed •in context - substantial areas of State Forest within the 
Dorrigo Management Area are currently under TIIP Act moratorium pending the EtS 
determination and that there are extensive areas of forest permanently reserved in the 
National Pait system. 

You should be aware: that the National Férest Policy Statement states at page 16: 

Australia will continue to use old-growth timber for many years. it will come 
from disturbed forests containini some old growth trees. 

Given that Compartment 579 has a history of logging dating from 1925 it appears to 
fully meet this criteria. Itis also covered by relevant harvesting approvals. 

In all fairness then I could not endorse your viów that the current harvesting operation 
in Compartment 579 Is in breath of the. NIPS. 

You also refer to a statement-from me to the effect that an EIS has been prepared for 
the area, as you would be well aware the modified EIS process is still under way. 

I thank you for drawing this matter to my attention. 

Vcurssinaerely 

4000.  

George Souris MP 

I cycI 3 Stare Olttcc Ijiuck Mtcquartc Strect Sydnuy NSW ifilki 

I'hone ((12) 228 lIWIS It (UZ) 228 39111 
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Media Rele.se Monday 26 $eptember 1994 

Suspend Contracts and apologise to Dorrigo. NEFA tells Souris 

The people of Dorrigo deserve an apology from the Minister for Land and 
Water Conservation, George Souris, for the situation at Wild Cattle Ck 
according to NEFA spokesperson. Mr Aidan Ricketts. 

"The timber being removed at Wild Cattle Ck is being 'taken off the 
plateau to floral's Mill at South Grafton. Dorrigo gains no benefit from the 
logging operation because State Forests are already overcommitted to 
floral under "Long Term Wood Supply Contracts, Mr Ricketts said 

Under the Long Term Wood. Supply Contracts. State Forests has promised 
floral access to far greater, amounts of timber than either the industry or 
the forests can sustain. If for any reasóh the timber is unavailable, floral 
can sue State Forests. 
The promised timber simply doesn't exist and the contracts will only 

lead to the closure of 'many family owned mills and to costly 
compensation pay outs to floral, Mr Ricketts said: 

'The LongTerrn Wood Supply Contracts have pre-enipted all of the EISf, 
and are in breach of NSW obligations under the National Forest Policy". Mr Ricketts said 

NEFA again calls upon Mr Souris to suspend these contractS. There is no 
doubt he has the power to do so, NEFA IVZS obtained legal advice that 
whilst these contracts may bind State Forests, they do not bind the Government 

"Every day that Mr Souris leaves these contracts in place is another day 
he abandons the old growth forests, the people of Dorrjgo and the general 
public in favour of corporate monopoly. Mr Souris is bungling the issue if 
he does not suspend the contracts" Mr Rickeits said. 

The Wild Cattle Ck blockade is set to intensify on Monday morning 
following swelling of numbers to over the weekend. There will be about 
70 people inside the compartment on Monday morning aiming to prevent 
the recommencement of logging. 

For more iMorwaijon orbiockade updates 
contact Aidan Ricketts ph 066 333 292. 
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A. sm sTeps L GGING. TODAY 
in WILD CATFLE CK SF. 

30 people inclu&nflwSisnDethocát.MLC; Mr Richard Jones, were today, aSstcd in 
Compaftmeiit 579 of Wild Cattle a State Forest, 25 kms north ..d Dorñgo, in NEFA's 
ongoing protests of loAjing oftghconsèmfion'&dgmwtfr fSest in breach of the 
NationalForestPolicyStsmdNApckespcisoñMrDailmPugk. 

KfrPughithdllmt1pcoc e4pcacefuliytIhe bourty of thC'dosccl' 
forest süd rcqiiestód peraussitoa,16 enter the forest to inspect the foit and s:lgthg. 
works underwj: He said that when piimiàon to ónter was refused by State Forests, 39 
people entàred the forest in protest and were. an'ested. He said that he understood that a 
aannel 10 camea operator was tong tae arrested. 

a No ,  work omi&ed today,following the occtwationof a tiipd by ayoüngwoinan 
protestor.. When police told this protistor that thelt.wouldrbe  no work that day she 
abandoned the fripod, having actñevcdher goal,' Nt Pugh said. . 

'Given that thSwasii6logging ocëurring in the comp2iUñent, why was pissiuito 
enter the !dOSCI $  forest doSed by Stht For'a?What havethey to hide expt the 
shocking truth of the destruction of this grand S ancient forest?,' he said.i i 

.MrPugh sthdthat a thoserxrested bciuthng Mi Richard Jones, would: 

	

1) 	immediately commence hzmger strikes, .jdning anatiOnal network of ped$e ISng for 
the forest in Solidarity With MrBivcke Watson 45who i,in day17 oIl hwiget strike in 
•fr of NSW Parliament Rca Micquarie Sbt S* 

He said that oU* aàcstces wSd refise'bail CoridifiOrs which prohibited them reinriing 
to the ,protest site, escalaling 61 dispute. 	•.. t •  .•• . 

	

• 	ale going to protest, otSbe anestedimifi this mad, immS Ioggingt 
H We intend to canyow protestinto the Imcal ca and COWtSO( appeal since the mt 

Industry Interim Protection Ad has ztbbed sd the ability tol challinge this destruction 
in the lnnd & Bwuumiait cant' he said. / 

For more infamabon plçasc june Mrilan Pugh 06688 221i, or NEFA's moWe 
jhnne at the protest 018 672 044, or Ctyli  Onego 065 647 478 Ii. 
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Richard Jones 
	 L\ 

flustralian Democrat Illember of the DSIII leqislahue Cotrncd 

PwilaneT1tHm1se.IflacquaneStSdnEg 2000. Ph:2102858 Fz230281l 

30 September 1 994 

t 

Parliamentarian Arrested 
'r 

At 1.15pm, at Wild Cattle Creek near'NorthDofrlgo,.Deinopat Richard Jones MLC was arrested and is 
expected to be charyed with "entering a cio'sed forest'," said Democrat Richard Jones' researcher Jeffrey 

Meikie. 	 '. 	— 
E 	t,r'..& • 

37 âther adults were also arrestàd, with the rotest set to continue over the long weekend. The protesters 
• 	• .%_d,4,!, - 

case will be heard in the Beilingen Court at ajaterdate. fl 
St 

Democrat Richard Jones MLC today visitd the proposed Wild Cattle Creek Flora Reserve, which 

incorporates all of Compartments 579 and páñsof 575 576 and 578 wIthin Wild Cattle Creek State Forest, 

to see (or himself the con&ejvation value of this area. 

- 
"The PrecautlonaryFrincIple needstobe applied to the current logglng Q operations In this area," sid 

Democrat. Richard Jones, MLC.',. 	. ? t.. 

"NSW Land and Water ConservatloñMlttèr, George Suiis stated In a press release, 22nd September 

1994; 	 'L 

"...tnere Is absolutely no basis to any claims thet'tilt area should be reserved." 

and yet his own Department of,Corsertion and LandMariagernerit stated in its "Repoit on the Assessment 

of Old Growth Forest Attributes in oart ôoDIitricttO6lpartmentS 562 and 579 Vednesday 7th September) 

that: 	 5., :i.'_': 	 -, 

7he majority of the compartmeht [67$1 is characterised by significant proportions of 
senescing growth stages, that show negligible disturbance In both the overstorey and 
understorey. These areas qualify as Old Growth Forest under both the CNR and NFPS 

definitions." 

"The National Parks & Wildlife Service also stated; 

"This area provides an ideal opportunity for a large unloggad forest reserve in Wild Cattle 
Creek Stats Forest. Consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement, forest actIvities 
must be excluded from this area of old growth fores't as It has recognised high conservation 
values, includIng ralnforest,.and Inadequately conserved plant communities and is likely to 

contain tare and endangered species." 

Obviousiy someone has got it wrong. One needs only look to the recent censure motion to figure out who 

that is," concluded Richard Jones. 

For further information please contact Richard Jones on (02) 230 2858 
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MEMORANDUM 
All , 4N_!11e'e5 

GfiLM 
OEPARTM!NT OF 
CONSti&AFION AND 
LAND MANAGEMENT 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

Members, Forestry Policy Advisory Committee 

Director, Office of Forestry 	
41. 

28th October 1994 

REPORT ON NSW POSITION: CONSERVATION ACTION: 
NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT 

The NatiOnal Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) was signed on 7th December 1992 by the Prime 
Minister and all mainland State Premiers and Territory Chief Ministers. 

The NFPS was a iesponse to the recommendations of a number of enquiries which have been 
undertaken in recent years. These include the Ecologically Sustainable Development SYorking 
Group on Forest Use, the Resource Assessment Commission and the National Plantations 
Advisory Committee. 

The NFPS establishes a policy framework which attempts to balance the competing demands 
placed on our forests - the demand for their protection and conservation and the demand fnr their 
sustainable utilisation. 

t 

Two Ministerial Couneils are responsible for the policy and its implementation. The Auszralian 
and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) and the Ministerial 
Council on Forestry, Fiheries and Auacàlture (MCFFA, formerly the Australian Forestry 
Council). 

A joint sub-committee has been established to report to governments on the progress made in 
implementing the NFPS. This sub-committee called the Joint ANZECC/MCFFA NF1'S 
Implementation Sub-committee, or JAN15, and is made up of representatives of the two 
Ministerial Councils. Tasmania participates as an observer. 

The NF1'S has eleven major goals covering forest use and protection. These are related to: 

• 	Conservation 	 - 

• 	Wood production and industry development 

• 	Integrated and co-ordinated decision-making and management 

• 	Private native forests 

• 	Plantations 
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• 	Water supply and catchment 

• 	Tourism and other economic and social opportunities 

• 	Employment, workforce education and training 

• 	Public Awareness, Education and Involvement 

• 	Research and development 

• 	International responsibilities 

At the July meeting of the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee (FPAC), it was agreed that there 
would be merit in preparing a report on NSWs progress in implementing the NTFPS prescriptions. 

This matter was again discussed at the September meeting at which time it was agreed that the 
report being prepared should be limited to the actions identified under the conservation goals 
set out in the NFPS. 

Accordingly, the Office of Forestry has prepared the attached report, extracting the action items 
from the section of the NFPS "4.1 Conservation" and endeavouring to report the State's position 
against these items. 

The report has been prepared in tabular form to enable the "Curreht Situation" to be contrasted 
with the 'Prescribed Action" set out in the NFPS. 

The report was prepared on the basis of available information and has not been circulated to 
responsible agencies for input or confirmation although some discussion with agencies has taken 
place. 

Although the report has been prepared for the information of FPAC members and is not marked 
confidential. It should be noted, however, that the report is qualified by the fact that it represents 
the Office of Forestry's view on the implementation of the conservation prescriptions of the 
NFPS and as such does not purport to reflect a whole-of-Governnent position.. 

JOHN HALKETT 
Director 
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Report prepared by Office of Forestry for the information of 
Members of the Forestry Policy Advisory Committee 

27th October 1994 
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Nature conservation and wilderness reserve system 	 - 

Prescribed Action Current Situation 

It is important that Australia has a comprehensive, adequate and Environmental impact statement/fauna impact 
representative network of dedicated and secure nature conservation statement program being carried out under 
reserves for forests and reserves for protecting wilderness. 	Some State the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) 
Governments have already made significant progress towards this goal. Act is, inter alia, considering the 
The Governments agree to review the appropriateness of the existing adequacy of the existing reserve system. 
reserve system to determine any further action that may be required to 
complete its development. 	They agree that the system of reserves should NSW National Parks and Wildlife (NEWS) 
be reviewed and its development completed as a matter of priority. biodiversity study in the State's north 
(Section 4.1, 	page 9) east. 

Consideration by the Government of 
additional areas for declaration as 
wilderness under the NSW Wilderness Act. 

NPWS input to the National Wilderness 
Inventory. 

NEWS and State Forests of.NSW (SFNSW) the Governments will establish a working group of technical 

experts under a Steering Committee of the Australia and New participation on Reserve Criteria Technical 
Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) and the Working Group. Report of working grobp is 
Ministerial Council for Forestry, Fisheries and Aquaculture imminent. 	 - 

(MCFFA), in consultation as appropriate with other ministerial 
councils, to make reconunendations to the Governments on broad 
criteria on which the base reserve systems to protect the nature 
conservation values of forests. 	(section 4.1, page 10) 
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In progressively developing the nature conservation reserve system 

and reserves to protect wilderness areas, the Governments will 
give priority to reserving those forested areas that best meet the 
criteria adopted jointly by the ministerial councils and endorsed 
by the Governments. (Section 4.1, page 10) 

Formal identification and reservation of 
national parks and wilderness areas under 
the Wilderness Act and National Parks and 
Wildlife Act. 

A State forests Revocation and National 
Parks Reservation Bill will be drafted to 
create new reserves as proposed under the 
South East Forests Agreement. 

The Governments will provide adequate resources for managing their I NPWS budget - $63 million from consolidated 
respective nature conservation reserve systems. (section 4.1, 	fund in 1994-95, with a further $27 million 

page 10) 	 .. 	 for capital works and land acquisitions. 
I Additional revenue available through park-
use fees, rents and other charges. 

The Governments will continue to develop management plans to guide 

management of reserves to achieve adequate prdtection of nature 
conservation and heritage values. The development of the 
management plans will incorporate cortunity consultation. 
(Section 4.1, page 11) 

The Governments will ensure that unique features and heritage 

values of conservation significance are protected as part of the 
overall reservation systems. (Section 4.1, page 11) 

Ongoing develo1riment of management plans for 
the national park estate and other 
conservation reserves. 

Nfl/S research into reserve selection 
methods. 

NPWS land acquisition program. 

Development by NPWS of a comprehensive 
Natural Heritage Conservation Strategy. 
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Strategy to protect old-growth forests and wilderness 

Prescribed Action Current Situation 

The Government's agreed approach to conserving and managing old- 
growth forests and forested wilderness has five basic elements:  

Agreed criteria for old-growth forests and wilderness will be NSW participation on the working group. 
determined through the working group process already 
described. 	(Section 4.1, page 11)  

Joint SENSW/NPWS proposal to inventory old growth 
Using those criteria, the relevant State agencies will as a in NE NSW under the aegis of the Natural 
matter of high priority undertake assessments of forests for Resources Audit Council (NRAC) has commenced. 
conservation values, including old-growth values, and of 
forested land for wilderness values. 	(section 4.1, page 11) Program of EIS/FIS established under the Timber 

Industry (Interim Protection) Act. 

• 	Until the assessments are completed, forest management The Tintber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 
agencies will avoid activities that may significantly affect places a moratorium on logging in old growth 
those areas of old-growth forest or wilderness that are forests identified in the Government's 1990 old 

• 	likely to have high conservation value. 	(Section 4.1, page Growth Forest Strategy pending the completion and 
11) determination by the Minister for Planning of the 

£15. 	This Act also excludes logging from 
wilderness nominations which had not previously 
been the subject of an £15. 

The Premier recently announced new S  areas in NSW 
totalling 113,000 hectares to be gazetted as 
wilderness. 

4 	 . 	 •. 	 • t 
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Forested wilderness areas will be protected by means of 

reserves developed in the broader context of protecting the 
wilderness values of all lands. For old-growth forest, the 
nature conservation reserve systems will be the primary means 
of protection, supported by complementary management outside 
reserves. The Governments agree that, conditional on 
satisfactory agreement on criteria by the Commonwealth and 
the States, the comprehensive adequate and representative 
reservation system to protect old-growth forest and 
wilderness values will be in place by the end of 1995. 
(Section 4.1, page 11) 

The Governments have agreed that their objective is to 

complete, to the extent feasible, the inclusion of any 
private forested land in the reservation network by 1999. 
(Section 4.1, page 12) 

The relevant management agencies will develop management 

plans to appropriately protect old-growth forest and 
wilderness values. (section 4.1, page 12) 

Assessment of forests for the reserve system 
conditional upon Governments agreeing to the yet 
to be finalised reserve assessment criteria. 

Subject to land being offered for sale and 
funding being available. Recent funding 
enhancement to NPPJS should assist in this area. 

Statutory management plans for NPWS reserves are 
to incorporate measures to protect these values. 

SFNSW is reviewing management plans for State 
Forests as a result of the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection)Act EIS/FIS process. 
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Ecologically sustainable forest management and codes of practice 

Prescribed Action Current Situation 

Feedback through joint arrangements between SENSPJ 
The state Governments will undertake continuing research and other relevant government agencies. 

and long-term monitoring so that adverse impacts that may 
arise can be detected and redressed through revised codes of 
practice and management plans. 	(section 4.1, page 12) 

The Governments agree that the MCFFA's set of national principles 
of forest practices related to wood production in native forests 
should be applied to all public and private native forests in  
Australia.  

• 	The State Governments will ensure that, for public native Development and review of codes of practice 
forests, existing or new codes of practice are developed so required under SENSW 1992-95 corporate Plan. 	A 
as to conform with the MCFFA's national principles. 	The code of logging practice for native forests has 
codes are to apply to all commercial and high-impact non- been developed by SFNSN as part eta 

- commercial uses.of public forests. 	They will be supported by comprehensive code of forest practice. 

effective prescriptions for non-coxnrrcial uses in these 
forests. 	They will also apply to conservation reserves in 
forests and unallocated or leased crown lands that are 
forested, with the aim of ensuring that activities in these 
areas do not adversely affect the forests' ecological basis. 
(Section 4.1, page 13) 

The State Governments will regularly review and revise - 

the codes of practice in light of improved knowledge of 
ecologically sustainable management and with appropriate 
Industry and community consultation. 	(Section 4.1, page 13) 
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SFNSW and NPWS represented on the technical 
• 	The MCFFA and N4ZECC will establish a joint subcoimnittee on working group on forest use and management which 
• 	forest use and management to develop consistent nationwide is now about to report on its work to date. 

baseline environmental standards. 	These will be put to - 

Governments for endorsement• , and met through the codes of 
practice. 	(Section 4.1, page 13) 

Audit Branch of SFNSW was reorganised in October 
• 	The State Governments will ensure that there is effective 1992 to include auditing of compliance with codes 

auditing of and compliance with codes of practice. 	(Section of practice and operational procedures. 
4.1, 	page 13) 

The Governments agree that it is desirable to maintain and protect 
the extent and ecological integrity of native -forests on public  
land. 

Current SFNSPJ plantation activity both in state 
• 	Accordingly, the Governments will adopt the policy that 

forests and on privately-owned land (joint 
further clearing of public native forests for non-forest use venture arrangements) is. carried out in 
or plantation establishment will be avoided or limited, accordance with this prescription. 
consistent with ecologically sustainable management, to those 
instances in which regional conservation and catchment 
management objectives are not compromised. 	(Section 4.1, 
page 13) 

The Department of Conservation and Land • 	State Governments will seek to ensure that local governments 

and other authorities with designated responsibility for Management (CaLM) administers the Crown land 
management of public lands adopt policies consistent with assessment process established under the Crown 
this approach to land clearing and codes of practice. Lands Act which ensures both environmental and 
Section 4.1, page 13) economic considerations are taken into account 

when determining crown land use. 

Designation of protected lands under the Soil 
Conservation Act imposes controls on clearing of 

. 	
. environmentally sensitive land administered by 

the Protected Lands Unit of CaLM. 



Page 7 

The Department of Planning (D0P) is responsible 
for advising its Minister on the endorsement of 

- local council prepared Local Environment Plans. 
In so doing, the DoP is required to consider both 
economic and environmental factors. 

The Governments recognise that sustainable management of private 
native forests will be facilitated if landowners view these forests 
as long-term assets. 

Sustainable management of private native forests will be This is part of an ongoing program by Sn/SW. 
encouraged through a combination of measures that may include Other relevant initiatives include caLM's 
dissemination of information about and technical support for programs under Landcare, TCM, Trees on Farms and 
forest management, education programs, conservation the Tree Forum. 
incentives, land-clearing controls, harvesting controls, and 
codes of forest practice. 	(Section 4.1, page 13) 

About 11.2 million hectares of publicly owned native forest estate 
are either unallocated or occupied under lease and may contain such 
forest types as dry sclerophyll, cypress pine and paperbark, which 
may be under-represented in the reserve systems or inadequately 
protected under existing management regimes. 

The State Governments will assess the conservation and - crown land assessments under the Crown Lands Act. 
economic values of these lands and ensure that their 
management is consistent with ecologically sustainable EIS/FIS program under the Timber Industry 
practices, including codes of harvesting practice and land- (Interim Protection) Act. 
clearing constraints. 	(Section 4.1, page 14) 

Collection of information on the conservation and 
economic attributes of all public land by NRAC to 

- assist the Government in forest assessment 
• processes and in decision making on public land 

use - !QRAC has commenced a regional audit of the 
upper north east of the State. 

Codes of forest practice, controls on clearing of 
Crown land. 	 - 
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The Governments acknowledge the inconsistency that can arise in the 
management of private lands if codes of practice are app].ied to - 

private forests but are not stipulated for other uses of private 
lands.  

Conservation agreements provided for under the The State Governments will seek to encourage complementary 

management approaches for other uses of private lands. National Parks and Wildlife Act allow for 
(Section 4.1, page 14) voluntary arrangements between NPWS and private 

landholders for the protection of environmental 
- values. 

Planning controls provide a framework within 
which private land use is able to be regulated. 
This framework is designed to account for both 
environmental and economic factors. 

In this case of plantations, 	the Governments have agreed that - 

Ski/SW has prepared a draft Code of Logging the MCFFA, through its Standing Committee on Forestry and in 

consultation with the Industry and the public, will develop a Practice for State forest plantations. 	This is 
set of national principles of forest practice for presently available for public comment prior to 
plantations. 	On the basis of these principles, codes of finalisation. 
practice for public and private plantations will be developed 
and adopted through legislative or non-legislative means. 
(Section 4.1, page 14) 

-r 
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Improved data collection and analysis 

Prescribed Action Current Situation 

NSW provides input to the National Wilderness 
The Governments will cooperate to iIrç'rove the scope and Inventory and National Forest Inventory. 
extent of forest databases so that decision making and 
management are based on the best available information. NRAC will collect data on the attributes of 
(Section 4.1, page 14) public land on a regular basis, including 

forested public land. 

The National Forest Inventory will continue to be developed. Using NFl funds, NPWS is cooperatively digitising 
It will be directed by a steering committee representing the forest type, logging history and fire history 
Governments. 	This committee will jointly define information maps for the north east of the State. 
requirements and develop data exchange principles between the 
Governments and with other databases. 	Such principles will 115W is involved in discussions, through the Nil, 

cover, among other things, custodianship, maintenance and 
cost recovery. 	(Section 4.1, page 14) 	 - 

on continental and regional scale forest data and 
survey techniques for old growth and wilderness. 
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Forest management plans will identify priorities and cover the 

range of actions to deal with threats to forests. (Section 4. 

page 14) 

All State Forests, most national parks and 
nature reserves are covered by management 

1, 	plans that address plans of action to 
counter pest, disease and bushfire threats 
to NSW forests. 

The Governments will continue to work together to ensure that 

quarantine measures minimise the risk of the introduction or 
movement of plant diseases and pests. (Section 4.1, page 14) 

NSW supports and is committed.to  carrying 
out quarantine operations for and on behalf 
of the Commonwealth. NSW is also committed 
to inter-State and intra-State quarantine 
where appropriate. 

Through the MCFFA and ANZECC and in conjunction with the 

Australian Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Council, the 
Governments will develop strict guidelines for the use of 
agricultural and veterinary chemicals in native forests and 
plantations. These guidelines will be reflected in codes of 
forest and plantation practice. (Section 4.1, page 15) 

• 	Forest management agencies will monitor and appropriately control 

the threat to publicly owned native forest ecosystems posed by 
feral animals, exotic plants, pests and diseases. 

• 	.. .MCFFA and MZECC will continue to work with other ministerial 

council and other relevant bodies in developing the National Weeds 
Strategy and the National Strategies for the Management of 
vertebrate Pests. 

• 	. . Forest management agencies will adopt the principles and 

implement the relevant policies of these agreed strategies. 
(section 4.1, page 15) 

Complied with. 

Consistent with the National Strategy on 
the Management of Vertebrate Pests, 	- 
regional strategic plans for vertebrate 
pest control are being developed by Rural 
Lands Protection Boards1 in consultation 
with land holders and State and local 
Government officials. Whilst the final 
draft of the National Weeds Strategy has 
yet to be endorsed, NSW has revised its 
Noxious Weeds Act (July 2993) and is 
undertaking training to ensure 
familiarisation with the operation of the 
new Act. 

t 
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S 
Forested lands are protected from diseases, 

Forest management agencies will cooperate with private landowners weeds and feral animals by various NSW 
in developing and implementing measures to protect adjacent public status i.e. Rural Lands Protection Act, 
and private forested lands from harmful diseases, weeds and feral Noxious Weeds Act, Pesticides Act. 	In 
animals. 	(Section 4.1, page 15) November 1992, NSW convened a Feral Animal 

- Summit to address issues on the control and 
eradication and feral animals. 

1egard1ess of whether a forested area is in a conservation reserve or is - 

being managed for wood production and other commercial uses, management 
of fire will be necessary. 	 $ 

Forest management agencies and rural communities will develop and NSW agencies fully participate in the 
- 	 implement fire management plans aimed at reducing the risk of development of fire management strategies. 

wildfires. 	(Section 4.1, page 15) $ 

1 

.7-. 
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MINISTER FOR 'urn RTS, SPORT, TILE ENVIRONMENT.•. 
'V 	 AND TERRITORIES 

2 	Hon Ros Kelly M P 	 I 	 ilwnc (06) 277 7640 
. 	. 	. 	 . Facsimite:(06) 3 4130 

The Hon Garry West 142 
Minister for Forest 	. 	.. . 	.. .. 	. 	. 	. . 
Pariianien.t apuse : 	 . 
SYDNEY 	NSW 	2000. 	... 	 . .. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 .. 

. 	 ..: 	 . 	 . 	 -.. 

Dea±Mr.. 	
: 	 . 	 . .. 	. . 	.. 	. 	, . H. 

maz4ationàl For at Policy Statemqnt (NFPS) signed byall Governments 
except Tasmania has a number of injpbrtant conservati9n initiatives 
requiring immediate action. 	I 

Most :important is the develcpment.pf a comprehensive, adequate and 
representative system of reserves A  including, reserves to. protect old-
growth forest. 	 t and wilderness.. As part qf the Straegy 	protec€ the 
values found. in old-growth forestsj and wilderness Governments have 
agreed to 'avoidactivities that may significantly affect those.areas of 
old-growth forest or wilderness etat are likely to have a htgr. 
coservatiqn.value!. 	. . 	I 	. . 	 . 
Accordingly 1.. would expect that dod production would be excluded from 
areas that are likely to have a high .conservtion value pending an 
adequata reserve syuitin being in place, and the complementaty management 
propo3ed for areas outside the reserve system adequately protecting old-
growtb values. 	. 	 . . 	 . 

Specific. areas of high conservatin value old-grpwth forest and 
wilderness considered by my portfØlio to require interim protection 

	

until the . reserve system is eatab]iished are attached. 	. . . 

I would 4preciate specific inforniatiort on your proposed actions to 
ensure that areas of high conservation.value are not lost before a 
coitprehensive, adequate and repreentative reserve system is in place. 

could you please inform me of actions you intend to tEke to implement. 
the.National Forest Policy Statement commitments in this area, including. 
specific actiOns on the areas on the attached list.. 

YOurã sincerely 

ROS KELLY  

,.. 	 ..... 

I PARLLAME'NT HOUE CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 
iik Wcyj.,IIscr 

e 



MINISTFARFORThE A K 
r 	AND TEItRifOELES 

Hon. Ros KeliyM.P. 

,THE ENYflONMENT 1 1 

Phone: (06) 277 7640 
Facsimile: (o&) 23 4 [30 

The Ron Chris }jartcher NP 
Minister for. the Environment 
parliament House 
SYDNEY. NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Harche4o 	. 

The NatiOnal FOreSt:POlicy St*tement (NFPS) signed by all 
Governments except Tasmania 14s a number of important 
conservation initiatives tequ4.ring inunediàte action. : 

Most mpdrtant is. the develop ent of a comprehensi&e, adequate. 
and representativesystei of eserves,including reserves to 
protect 014-growth forest and .wi4derness. As part of the 
Strategy to protect the values found in old-growth forests and 
wilderness GOvernxnents have a reed, to ,' avoid, activities that 
may si;nificantly affect thos areas of old'growth forest or 
wil4eráeas that are likely to have 'a high conservation value'. 

Accordingly I would expect th itwond proaucüors would be 
excluOed from: areas that are Likaly to haye a high 
conservation value pending:. an adequate reserve system being in 
plac3, and the compléntentary nonagement proposed for areas 
outside the reserve system ad quately protecting old-growth 
values. 	.. 	.. 	:• 	' 

I have, written to your colleague Mr West with a list of 
specific areas of high. Oonserfration value old-growth forest 
and wildeiiiess considered by ny portfolio to requir& interim 
protection until the reserve ystem is established.: A copy of 
the list is attached.. I have also asked for specific 
inforiñation on proposed aêtiops• to ensure that areas of high 

• conservation value are not lot before a comprehensive, 
• adequate and representative ceserve system is in. place. 

As you are probably awate my 
for assessments of old-growt 
forward to receiving advice 
assessment in NSW. 

Yours sincerely 

ortfolio has received funding 
forests and wilderness. I look 
out you on priorities for 





North-east 

Barrington tops — Gloucester 

Stewart Brooks State Forest 

Barrington Tops State Forest 

fllacicbutt Plateau MurwIllu ah . . 

Nullqm State Forest 	.. 	 . 

	

• Duck Creek- Urbeni1ie 	 : 

• Richmond Range State Forest 	... 

• •• 	tabbra State Forest. •.• ... . 	 .. 	 .. 

Casino West 

	

Waslipool State Forest . 	: 

Biflimbra State Foreet 

Mount Marsh state. Foresi • 	. .. 	. 

Cunglebung — Graf ton 

D1itrton State Forest • : 	. 	•• ••• 
rhanl..ndi - flnr14nn . 	. 	 . 	

• 
- . 	. 	

'..L4aCS(&saI_a 	- MS 	
• 	 • 	 • 

Chaelundx State Forest 

Cbichester 	 •• 	. 	. 	• • 

• 	. Mount Royal &tate•Foreét • 	. : • 	• 

Ohichefler Sate Fpret.. •• 	• 	- 

Davis Creek -Mount Royal 	 •. • 

Mount Royal State Forest 

Dorrigo 	•• 	... 	
• 

Wild Cattle Creek -StaeForebt. 	• . • • 

	

Bielsdown Stats Forest • 	•: 	• 

• 	.• 	chaeiundi.StateFpreat 	. .• 	. . 

Grafton 
• 	

•. 	
••. 	 H 	 •• 	 •.. 	

• 

	

DalmortOfl . State Forest 	 • 

H1 	emps.ey 	 H • 
	 • • 

	

MistakëStáte Forest - 	• 	•- • 	.. 

	

CarraLstate Forest 	• • 	. 	. 

	

Pee-Dee State Fore8t . 	. . • 	• 	• • . 



Nu].la_FiVe Day State Forest 

5tyx River State Forest 

Lower creek State Forest 
crwn lands in the parishes of Dudley, pahton,Watb0 and With'. 

.willii 
county :° .Du4ley 	 H 

London Bridge - Glen IflflBS 

Wafra State Forest :. 

Oakwood State Forest 	. : 	.. 	. . 	.. . 

Glen tieviS State Forest 

LondOn Bridge State Forest 

curraltCre State Forest 	I  

Reserve from Sale for Tanber. io. 55288 

Houzt Harsh - Casino West 

Mount Marsh State Forest 

renter field 

Forest Land State Fores 	 .: 	 . . 	. . 

Jenner State Forest 

soorook State Forest 

BOOBOO State Forest 

cirard State Forest 

spirabo State Forest 

Little spirabo State Forest 

H 	Urunga. 	 . . 	 . ., 

Oakes State:FOreSt 	. 

waldh-Nund1.? . 

Ben nails Gap state Forest  

iowendoc.State Forest 	. . 	 . 

Thggolo State Forest  

Giro state Forest 

RiaXttu]Cka state Forest 

Riasnukica State Foreat 

Enfield State Forest 

wauchope 

Ii 





- 	 H 
	 4103 

MINISTER FOR TIlE RTS, SPORT, THE ENVIRONMENT 
ANDTERkITOIUES 

Hon. Ros Kelly M.P. 	 Phone: (on) 277 7640 
I 	

FaeshniIe:(O(j )2734130 

The. Hon Gàrry West M2  
Minister for Forest? 	 H 
Parliament House 	 . 	I SYDNEY 145W 2000. 	 . 	 . 	 I .  

Dear Mr. 

ThÔ National For at Policy Statemnt (NFPS) signed by-all Governments 
except Tasmania has a number of ii9pbrtant' conservation initiatives 
requiring immediate action. 	- 	. 

Most important is the development of a compréflensive, adequate and 
representative system of reserves , including reserves to. protect - old-
growth forest. and wilderness.. As part of the Strategy to protect the 
values fohnd in old-growth forests and wildétxLess Governments have 
agreed. ito 'avoid activitLes that 4Y significantly affect those. areas of 
old-çrowt.h forest or wilderness that are likely to- have a high 
conservation .value'. 	 . 	. 	. . 

Accordingly I.would expect that wood production would be excluded from 
areas that are likely to have a high .consen4tion value pending an 
adequate reserve system being in 1ace, and the. coniplemntary management 
propoed for areas. outside the resjerve syGtem adequately protecting old-
growth values-. 	. 	. 	. 

Specific areas of high consenatio' value old-growth forest and 
wilderness considered by my por'tfqlio to, require interim protection 
until the.reserve system is estabilished  are attached. 

I would appreciate.specific- infQrmation on your proposed actions to 
ensure that areas of high conservation value are not lost before a 
comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system is in place. 

Could you please inform me of actions you intend to take to implement 
the . National Forest Policy Statement coxnmit.ments in this area, including, 
specific actiOns on•the areason the attached list. 

Yours sincerely 

ROSIcELLY 	

.. 	1. 	. 

kARLIAMFNT HOUE, CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 
IW4ItncYiknhIMtI 



H 
Nulla-Five Day State Forest 	 I 

• Styx River State Forest 	 : 

• •. Lower creek State Forest 	........................ 

Crwn lands in the Parishes of Dudley, panton,.Warbo and wil.1i. 
• 	•Willi, county.of.DUd1QY 	. 	 . . . 	... 	. 

odon. Bridge - Clen innes 	
- 	. . 	.. 	. . ... 

Wara State Forest 	. 	•• . 	 . 

Oawood State Forest 	.• 	 -. 	 . . . 	. . 	 .. . 	. 

Glen Nevis state Forest 

London Bridge State Forest 	 . 	. . . 

Cürrasre -State Forest 	-: 	•.• 	 .. 	 .. 

• Reserve from sale. for Timber: o. 55288- 	.. 	 . 	 . 

Aoin3t Marsh -casino- West 	 . 	. .. . 

Mount Marsh State Forest 	 . 

nefip1d 	. 	.. . 	. 	 .. . 	. 	 .. 

Forest Land State Forest 	 •• •: 	 • • 

• -Jenner State.Forest • 	
• 

	

• 	aoorøokStte Forest •. 	
I . 	• 	 • . 	.• 	

H • •• • t -  • • 

.. . BoonoO State Forest 	 • 	• 	. 	• 	: • 

Girard State Forest 

• • Spirabo State Forest 	. • • 	• 	 • •• 

• Little Spirabo State Forest 	. • 	•. •• 

	

• • 	Urunga. 	• 	. 	• 	• 	• 	
• 	:. • 	• 

• 	Oakes State. Forest 	• 	 . 

wa1ch-Nund1- • . 1- 	 .. 	
. • •• 

Ben Hails -  Gap State Forest I - 	• • • 	. 	- 

• jowendoc State Foreat 	- 	.•. 	- 	- 	• 

• 	- tuggolo State Forest 	. 	- 	.• - 	. 	•- .. 

• • . 
	. GirO state Forest 	- 	• 	- 	- 	.•• 	. 

Riamuicka State Forest 	- 	 - I - 	 •- . 	 • 	•-- - - .. 

: Riamukka -State Forest - 	 • 	• : -. 

• . 	
•.- 	State Forst 	• 	. 	:-. 	

- 	.. •• 	. 

wauche I 	• 	- 	- 	- 	-• 	 . 	•• 	
. 	 • 	• 	

••• 	 . 	- 	 - 



• 	ew South Wales. 	H 	 • • : 

:so tb_eat 	- 	••• 	• •. 	• 	 •. 	 . 	 • 	• • 

coolangubra Area 

	

North RocktOfl State Forefl. 	• 	
: 	•• • • • • 

coolangubra state Forest 

Bondi State Forest 

• 	• Na1bUgh State rorest • 
	• 	• 	• 

Genoa Area 	• 	• 	.. 	. 	• 	
. I 	 . 	 . 	 • 	 • 

• 	• 	partB9fldiiS08aJv) ....• 	 . 	 • 

• 	• páit Yambulla State Forest 	• 	• . • 	• 	. . •• 	. 

	

• 	Nad gee Area 	• 	. 	.• 	.• 	• 	.. . 	.. 	. 	• : 	• 	• 

• 	• • Merrica River catchmeAt 	•• i•• •• 	. 	• 	
•• 	: 	• • • .. 	• 	H 

catchment areas for Nadgee -Naure ReservO 	
: 

• 	 • 

 

BrOgo AS8. 	• 	. 	. 	• 	.• 	••,. 	•. 

• 	• • Beluboka state !orest 	
•• 	. 	-• . 	• . 	. 

• 	
• 	and other state forests 11201' ding 	• • 	. 	• 

• 	. Cathcart State Forest 	• • 	• 	• 	• 	: ::. 	: • 

	

part NulliCd state Forest 	• . • 	• 	• 	•: • 	• 	• 

	

tantawangalo state Fast , • . • . 	 . 

	

part BlenbOg State Forest 	• 	. • . 	•. 	H. 	• 	• 

Murrabrifle State Forest 	
. I 	 • 	 • 	

• 	 . 	 . 

	

Yuranuuifle. State Forest 	
• 

• • 	• part Mulub.ha State Forest 

• 	Tartja State Edrest . 	. 	•• 	. 	. 	 •. 	• 

• • 
	

part TimbihliCa State Forest 	• 	•• •. • 	• • 



North-east 

• 	Barrington Tops . Gloucester. L 	. 	-. 	. . 	. 	. • 
Stewart Brooks State Forest . 	. . 	. . 	. 	. 

•.Barriflgton : TOpS State ForeSt  

Blackbutt plaSau Murwillu ah 	 . . 

Nullum State Forest 	. 	. 	 . 	.. 

Duck Creek- Urbenville 	 : 	 . . . 	.. 

Richmond Range State Forest I 	 . 	... .• -. 	. . 

Yabbra State Forest 	. .. . 	-- 	 .. 

ca-sind West  

Waslipool State Forest -.• 	. 	:- 	• 	 . 

Biltimbra State Forest 	 . 	-. 	. 	- 	.... 

Mount Mush state Forest . 	.. .. 	. 	• 	. 	. 

Cunglebung - Gratton 

• 	.• DalmQrtOn State Forest •- 	 . 	 :- 	 . 	 . 	 ... 

Chaelundi -. Dorrigo 	 -. 	 •• 	. 	. 

Chaelundi. state Forest 	
.. 	 . 	 . . .. 

Chiohester -: 	 .. 	 . 	 . . 

	 :. 	 . 	 .• 

Mount Royal StateForest  

Chichester state Forest. • 	• • 	 . 

Davis Creek Mount Royal  

Mount Royal State Forest 	 - - 	-. 

Dorrigo  
Wild Cattle Creek State-Foret 	• 	•: 	- 

BielsdOwn State Forest 	- 	
- •- - 

Chaelundi state Fprest 	- . 	• . 	 - . 	. 

Grafton 	- :- 	• 	1 	
:- 	 •- 	• 	

• 	 - . 	- 	- 	-. 	. 	- 

• 	
-. :- 	Dalmortofl .State -Forest- 	• 	• - 	. 	- 	- 	. 	• 

Kempsey 	 I  

Mistake State ForOst 	• 	• - - 	-. 	 .. 	-- - 

-. äarràijtate Forest 	• - 	-. 	 -. 

- Pee-Dee State Forest  





IL 
• 	ft 	MINISTER FOR THE A Et 

•fl •.r 	AND TERRiTORIES 

ion. Ros Kelly M.P. 

,TUE ENVIRONMENT 

Phone: (06) 277 7640 
Facsimile: (06) 273 4L30 

The Eon Chris Hartcher NP 
ninister, for the Environment 
parliament House 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Dear Mr Hartohez4tô 	. 
—f-- 	 1• 	•' 	- 

The National Farest:POlicy St tement (NFPS) signed by all 
Governments except Tasmania h s a number of important 
conservation initiatives tequ ring immediate action. 

Most important is, the develop ent of :a comprehensive, adequate 
and representative system of esérves, including reserves to 
protec o14-growth forest and wilderness. As part of the 
Stratey to protect the values found in old-growth forests and 
wilderness Governments have a reed to 'avoid, activities that 
may si;nificantly affect those areas of old.;gr'awth forest or 
wil4erness that are likely to have •a high conservation value'. 

ACccZui.flqlyl would expect th t wood proaucEiori would be 
exciuded from. areas that are Likely to have a high 
cc11s'z7ation value pending. an  adequate retervc system being in 
'plac, and the complementary nanagement prcpased for areas 
outaide the reserve system ad quately prntecting old-growth 
values.' 	 .. 

I have written to your colleague Mr West with a list of 
specific areaS of high. oonserfration value old-growth forest 
and wilderliess considered by ny portfolio to require'interi.m 
protection until the reserve ysten1 is established. A copy of 
the list is attache4.' I 'havealso asked for specific 
information on proposed actiohs to ensure that areas of high 
conservation value are not lot before a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative rserve system is in place. 

As you are probably aware my portfolio has received funding 
for assessments of old-grpwtb forests and wilderness. I look 
forward to receiving advice f3rom you on. priorities for 
assessment in 145W. 

Yours sincerely 

• 	H 	 . 
ROS lILY 

 
PARLIAMENT HOUE, CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 

IOU1 KcyeIvd PSpeS 
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Ih MINISTEE EOR THE ARTS, SPORZ TEE ENYrRONMENT 

	

• . 
	 - AND TERRITORIES. 	. 	. 	. . 	. 

Hon. Ros Kelly M.P. hone: (0) 77 740 S. 	 . . 	 2 	6
. . 	Facsimilt (06)2734130 

The Eon Chris, Nartcher ) 
'Minister for the Envirpriment 
parliament House' 
SYDNEY NSW .2090 

Dear Mr MarthC4'c 
I 

The Natiopal Forest Policy Statement (NEPS) signed by all 
Governments except Tasmania ha5 a number of important 

4..' 'conervatiOn initiatives requi;ing immediate action. 

	

at 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 .. 	 . 

Most important is the' development of a comprehensive, adequate 
and representative system of reserves,. including reserves, to 
protect old-growth .forest and wilthrness. As part of the 
Strategy to protect the values 'found in old-growth forests and 
wilderness Governlneflts'haye agreed to ravoid activities that 
may significaflly affect those . areas of old-grOth forest or 
wilderness that are likely 'to'.have a high conservation value'. 

Accordingly 'I' would. expeät 'that wood prod1lction would be 
excluded from areas that are likely 'tO have a high: 
conservation value pending an adequate ±eserve syflem.-be'ing in 
place, and the complementary management proposed for areas 
outside the reserve system. adequately protecting old-growth 
values.  

I have written to your colleague. Mr West with a list of 
specific areas of: high conservation, value .old-groh' forest 
and wilderness considered by my portfolio to require interim 
protection until the r?serve system is established. A copy of 
the list is attached. I have alsd asked for specific 
infbth'ation on proposed actions to en'sur that areas' of high 
conservation value are not :  lost before a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative reserve system is inp1ac 

As you are Drobably aware m' portfolio has received funding 
for asses,smentof old-growth forests and wilderness. I look 
• forward to receiving advice from you on prioritiS"fot 
assessment in NSW.. 	 '•' 

Yours sincerely  

	

• 	
ROS XELLY 	 O-t. 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE,,CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2500 
tLu'4t.t7C1.d Pt.w. 



NATURE 10I1SERUATION  COUNCIL OFNSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW. 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

Mrs Ros Kelly, 
Minister for the Environment,' 
Parliament House, 
Canberra 2600. 

Fri, 18 Dec, 1992 

Re: Forest Protection and Forest Policy 

Dear Minister, 

Thankyou for the opportunity to meet with you in Canberra last week. 

The Nature Conservatio:i Cbuncil appreciates the effort you put into argull;a the 
case for improved native forest protectidn during the develOpment of the National 
Forest Policy Statement. Nevefiheless, the Council continues to have major 
concerns about the document. many of which were conveyed to you at the recent 
'pak councils' meeting. 

In general, the Council is disappointed that, in signing the NFPS, the 
Commonwealth Government has missed the opportunity to exercise strong 
leadership to protect Al4stralia's unique forest ecosystems from misuse at the 
hands of State agencies and irresponsible corporations. In our view, the 
Commonwealth has set its environmental goals tao low - but we are also fearful 
that even those goals will not be achieved tfrough the 'co-operative' approach 
adopted by the Commonwealth in in this and other IGAE documents (such as the 
National Greenhouse and ESD Strategies also signed in Perth, and the National 
Waste Minimisation and Recycling Strategy). 

The Council is not, of course, oppOsed to co-operation between the 
Commonwealth and States per se. Nevertheless, it has long been apparent that 
ecological issues recognise no boixjers - and that there is an urgent need for 
cohesive policies at local, regional, national and global levels to deal with these 
problems. 

OEM 



The Council does not believe that ecological standards necessary fpr the 
maintenance of biodiversity or the life support systems of our planetary society 
should be subject to veto by parodhial interests. In the context of contemporary .  
Australia, we do not believe that any State should be permitted to lower 
conservation standards below those which the Commonwealth wishes to adopt. 

While the Australian Constftution vests primary responsibility for landS 
management with the State, the Council believes that a Commonwealth 
Government with the requisite political will could enforce high levels of 
environmental protection throughout Australia. We therefore remain 
disappointed that the Kating Government continues to edge away from exercising 
strong leadership on environmental issues of pressing concern, and in this case 
has signed up to a National Forest Policywhich fails to acknowledge explicitly that 
the Commonwealth has the power, the right aiid the duty to intervene in order to 
prevent serious mismanagement of native forests and woodlands. 

This is not, of course, a theoretical issue. In NSW at present, high bonservation 
value forest, including areas with exceptional wildlife and wilderness values; are 
being destroyed at an alarming rate. Recent 'roform' of the State Forestry 
Commission has been largely cosmetic; it remains, in effect, a captive of and 
publicist for corporate interests which are largely hostile to native forest 
cons,rvation. Controls to prevent mismanagement of private forests are 
ineffective at best. 	 . 

At thE peak councils meeting, you justified signing the signing Of the NFFS by 
pointing to some of its provisions whichappeár to offer conservationists a basis for 
hope. In particular, you referred to the section entitled 'Strategy to Protect Old 
Growth Forests and Wilderness', and to the claUse which reads: 

11 until the (reg/c mal assessments to deterniftie a comprehensive, adequate and 
representailye néE work 0/dedicated and secure conseivation resen"es /brtbrests 
and reserves tbrprotecting ivqJdemess) are conipleteq ibrest management 
agencies wi7la void actiWties that may sigmilcantly aftèct those areas of old-. 
s70w1h Ibrest or wildetheSs that are likely to have h/gb consen'atjbn value." 

The Council notes and appreciates your cOmmitment to write to all State forestry 
ministers requesting thatthey respect this pledge, and tO provide them with a 
provisional list of areas which should consequently be subject to a moratorium on 
logging activities. As you know, despite the very limited amount of time provided 
for the purpose, a few key NSW conservation groups with a major focus on native 
forest protection have assisted your Department by supplying inforthation to 



provide a starting point for that list in this State. We would greatly appreciate a 
copy of the letter you send to Mr Gary West, once it has been dispatched.. 

Nevertheless, the Nature Conservation Council still retains the skepticism which 
was expressed by conservationists at the peak councils meeting. We wish to know 
what action the Commonwealth Government will take, in the event that State 
Governments do not respect your request for a moratorium on new incursions 
into wilderness or old growth forest pending completion of 'regional assessments'. 
Will you exercise your full range of powers to over-ride the States - or would you 
acquiesce to the continued destruction of old growth forests and wilderness? 

The Council also seeks your reassurance that the regional assessment process will 
be governed by ecological principles - and not distorted by a desire to seek th 
concurence of State Forest Agencies and the wood and wood products industry. 
Sp?ciflcally, we ask for your confirmation of the statement you made at the peak 
councils meeting that ANZEC will have the dominant role in determining the 
pñnciples of reserve design, and that the Alt will play a secondary role. 

The Council otesthat a number of significant last-minute changes were made to 
the text of the NFPS at the Perth meeting. As Council's representative at the peak 
councils meeting mentioned, these changes are a major source of concern. For 
instance, the Foreword. now concludes with the words: "We acknowledge that 
implementation of policies requiring funding will be subject to budgetary priorities 
and constraints in individual jurisdictions". What confidence can we have that 
States will not interpret this as an all-encompassing escape clause? If they do, what 
response will the Commonwealth make? 

Other changes which are of major concern occur on page 11 of the document. 
These appear to legitimith possible future attempts by the States to evade the 
establishment of a 'comprehensive, adequate and representative reservation 
system to protect old growth forest and wilderness areas' on public lands by 1995, 
and to include private lands by 1998. The forrneris now qualified by the words 
'conditional on satisfactory agreement on criteria by the Commonwealth and 
States". The inclusion of privafe lands in the reserve system is now qualified by 
the words "preferably with the agreement of landowners" and "to the extent 
feasible". What confidence can we have that the States will not use these clauses to 
subvert the process of establishing a comprehensive reserve network - and that the 
Commonwealth will not allow this to happen? 

On the other hand, the NFPS makes provision for native forest 'resource security' 
for the wood and wood products industry, following the establishment of an 
agreed reserve system. The Council has long held the view that public forests 
should not be guaranteed to industry for long periods. 



Firstly, management of the public native forest estate should be guided by 
community values, which contiiiue to evolve rapidly and which increasingly 
favour conservation over exploitation. Australians in coffling years will not thank 
previous governments for locking in long-term resource contracts (accompanied 
by compensation clauses) which will limit their ability to adjust forest 
rnanageménf practices in the light of new information or further changes in 
cornmunit3, values. 

secbndly, scientific understanding of the. consequences of intensive logging-activity 
in natiVe forests is still in its infancy. It is widely recognized that we are not-yet in - 
a position to predict with  accuracy the impact of nirrent forest management 
practices on bibdivérsity and other natural values. Therefore these practices 
cannot, be regarded as long-term - and neither can levels of wood extraction which 
are based upon them.- 	. 	 . 

Thirdly, there is a clear and quite rapid market trend towards the replacement of 
wbod resource from.native forests with plantation-grown resource. 'Resource 
security for high'volume wood Sctraction from native forests impedes a transition 
to plantation forestry whichis ecologically and economically rational. 

- 	For all these reasons, the Council believes that long-term guarantees that industiy 
can extract large volumes of wood from native forests are unwise and against the 
national interest.  

Native forest 'resource security was first promised by former Prime Minister• 
Hawke in the February 1991 Industry Statement (in contravefltion of a pledge 
made shortly before'to senior representatives of the Australian Conservation 
Foundation). However, that same statement also contained a 'sweetener' for the 
conservation movement: a statement that export woodchipping would be phased 
out by the year 2003 or thereabouts. The Council is most concerned that'resoutce 
security' remains on the Commonwealth Government's 'policy agenda and is 
included in the NF1'S, while the pledge to phase but export woodchipping is absent 
from the document." 	 . 

This is a most serious matfer for two reasons. Fithtly, kke believe that export 
woodchipping is increasingly driving extractive forestry operatiOns in native - 
forests, as the hth-dwood sawlog industry continues to lose competitiveness tothe 
plantation-basedsector of the industry. Secondly, what confidence can - 
conservationists have in 'sweeteners' contained in the NF1'S, when as recent an 
initiative as the 1991 Industry Statement has been incorporated into current 
government policy in such a 'selectiyè, pro-industry manner? 



We. thez-eforesêek a categorical assurance that the Federal ALP Government 
remains committed to a phase out of expOrt woodchipping, and an indicatipn of 
the timing of that phase-out. 

• Such an assurance would lack credibility: unless confirmed by concrete action. The 
forthcoming export woodchip iicejcce renewal season will provide a clear signal of 
the Keating Goveynments bona fides on the forest issue, and Council expects to 
see substantial quota redtjctions and / or cancelations of existing export woodchip 

• .licerses - especially in those cases where, tb its shame, the Commonwealth 
Go\'ernfrtent has still not conducted environmental assessment of these 

• increasingly significant bperatioris. (In that context, the Council looks forward to 
correqondence from you in the near future - asyou promised at the peak wundls 

• meeting - in response to the questions on noticeprovided to you prior to the 
meeting on five export woodchip operations which have been inadequately. 
a&'essed or not assessed at all.) 	 • 

A final query on the south east of NSW. It is apparent to the Nature Conservation 
Council that on any reasonable interpretation of the text of the NFPS, it is 
incompatible with the October 1990 'Agreement on the. South East Forests co-
signed by ex-Premter Greiner and ex-l'rime Minister l -Iáwk& 

• The Council seks your assurance that the Octoher.'90 Agreement is indeed 
super-ceded, and that the CommOnwealth will now exercise its powers to ensure 

• the establishment of i comprehensive, adequate and representative network of 
dedicated and secure conservation reserves for forests and reserves for protecting 
wilderness in the south east: We also reiterate our request that the Keating 
Government funds a restructuring retraining and conipebsatien program to 

• :faduitate passage of the South East Foist Protection Bill by the NSW Parliament 
(for your information, we attach a recent letter from John I-lâttonon the subject). 

We look forward to your response On these topics, 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Judy Messer. 	 Sid Walker 
Chairperson 
	 Execut&e Officer 
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NOWRA 

a Decembar.1992 	 •• 

Ms. E. Fitzpatrick 
224 Forest. Road, 	• . 	. . 	. 	 . 	. 
AYNCLIFFE. 	22O 	. 	. •: 	

: 	 . 	•• 

Dear Ms. Fitzpatrick, 

Thank yOU for your letter 

i. have had considerable d.Lscussions with Clover Moore about 
her South-East Forèst Protebtiob Bill, .an.d. I intend to suppbçb 

it 	. 	 . 	. 

However, there is t 	xatter of the adequacy of comensatio14 
for. a jobs package" which is beinq negotiated with the-
Federal Government- I hope that this can be satisfactorii-y 

: 	resolved, for. I agff2e s.ith you that . prësêrvatiofl: of • the.. 41d 

	

• growth :forests: £5. pXbt(flelY ittnt... 	• -• 	•• • •'• . 
L - 

• 	•• 	• : 	 -Yours sincerely,. .• 

• 	•: 	• 	-• •• 	• 	 -• -. Jo 	Hatton, M--?., 	• 	• 
• 	- - 	• :- 	• 	• 	• 	: 	•. 	Member for South Coast 

w. 
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The Hon. PSi Keating MP 
• 	PrñtMlnister 	 / 	/ • 	Parliament House 	 dc 	r 

cañberaACt26O1 

RE: RESPONSE TO YOUR OOVERNMENT'S 
• 	.• 	DRAFT NATIONAL FQREST POLICY STATEMENT 

This naflonal fàrcst policy draft, prepared by oficials from Wood haivesling government 
• 	 agencies, Is no moye than a prescription for continued and unnecessary natIve forest 
• 	 desuciion. Auarlinn want thefr forests and US wood afldthis can be achieved by the 

•Commonwealth enlacing a nadonalpolicy which is in the interests of the national 
• 	 eCOflOifly. 	 • 	 : 	•• 

• 	The current draft does not ac leve this end and hence, deserves to be abandoned 
• imxrtdiately lest serioug aidcjim gives it imwatruSd crAThiliw. 

Far from entrenching non-comaezcial wood supply operaUàns in public native forests,E 
•proçessive naona1 policy should be limed at securing commestially viable.wood supply 

• from efflthçndy managc4 plasdons. .• 

The ounl mM  comnñunent by loiter bineancracics w accommoda4e industay pnfcence for a 
• cheap resource has, already cost Australia an sccuthulaS $43 bilbnn In public sector debt 
• (see Rcsurce Ms46sniPnt Commission, Forest and Timber Inquiry DraflepoA, pR3]. It 

• 	is time that nadohak policy was directed towards,efficient meedng of market demand 

• 	through th 	bnomicrefonn. subsidy removal an4markct education 

The key policy settings necessgry.for effective management of out forests are 'few and 
su1c:. 

The ongoing subidsing of wood praductionfrom native forests hou1 be abandoned 
Is favour or Cnsuñng the use of plantations for wood supply. 

• : Plantations are much more productive in terms of mis of usable wod produced per 
• 	hectare pa year compared  to native furest that it is unnecessary and costly to attempt to 

establish coniicrcisUy viable ma ag tint regizpes for wood supply from native forests. 

PiguS rileasCd by the Victorl n Deparwacat of Conseivalian and Environment (Pa) on 
thefiras report on native forest logging operations on the ninnland, slowthatnafiveforests 
an logged at a loss. Conversely the same figurts show. that DCE's softwood plantations: 

• 	run at a healthy profit (CommErcial, Accolaul for the Stôte Hardwood Forests and 
• 	 Softwood P!witcjions,DCE, June 1992, Ferguson LL.and}loughtOn LA.) 

.Plaztatinns, harvested at economically optimal. ages of 12 to 22 years of age, are 
technically and economically - attactive to pU1pmIIlS as a source of both softwood and .  
hardwood fibre. This is especially true for new mills Sng msidsn technology. 
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• 	Judy Clark (The Fawn for nwh'e Forest Logging in 4acvalia. 1992) predicts that Australia 
• 	can be totally self sufficient in the production of paper flbre:by 1995, using only softwood 

• 	and hardwood planmtion pulpwood, nsidtes from plantation based sawmills and increased 
• 	paper recycling. 

• 	The ability to exploit galS in both volume andqualiry yield through technologicl advances 
• 	of plantauon maSsl is eueatial to maintain, a produCtivity advantage and thus economic 

viibility. CoDversely native forest woodehip suppliers an only retain competition by 
• 	relying more and morebn public subsidies. This is coary to Federal government policy 

• In all othef indusfty sectors; 	 • 	.• 

• 3 Softwood.tirnber, harvested from plantations aged 25 to40 years, is èapable of 
substituting fOr thC vast majority of uses currehUy met from nadvo ,forpsts logging. 

• 	in South Australia, for inztance which has nO nativefores: logging indusfl'y. 9 1 % of. all • 	. irnbS consumed in thebulldlng and coosthielion industry is softwoods from plantaUons. 
• 	In Tasmania and Wegtcrn Australia, the figure is only abut 37% and 20% respeCtively. 

(Clark. 1992) 	
•: 

Supply and. quality considerations will ensure that ioftwoods enjoy a growing price 
adi'antagc over hardwoods in the tonnction market, making It cheaper and easier to build • 	a house out of softwood. Thu Is the area where real social benefit can be delivéredtb 

• •• 	. ozdinazyAusSlans by a national (omit policy.. . 	: 

The continued use 	 fot for Woodàhip production oriented to. the oxport pulp 
market Is not economically feasible anywhere On the Auwalian mainland as.the Umber 

• 	resoutce simply does not exist. (RAC, loin: and Timber Inquiry, Final Report 19fl, pill). 

4. Native forests should be mAnaged to maintain their nazurtóonservadonvala Apart 
from the obvious environmental andsocial valUes of themaintenarice of the native forest 
estam;they also spresánt avayimpoitant ecoqmic tesourte eyen when not dewoyed for 
wood values. . ... . : .. 

Firstly; tourism is a most appropriate.cornmercial use of 'multiple s& native forests when 
it is designed to be çotnadblg with nture conservation. It is also the most effective. 
employer of low and scmi.akilled people in remOte areas (where the need is peatest) and 
the mostefficiSearnerofforeipexchange. . .• ... .: 

SCcondly., S a recent n3dy cocuSsloned by the Victorian Minister fotWarer Resothves, it 
aa shown that the economic vElue of water produdon fromnative forests has been. 

considerbly impacted upon by logging, which reduced catdunent satan flow by as mdcli 
as 50%. It was found that a walceuadon to logging In MelbOurne Thomson Catchznent. 
will have sigñiflcant'beaeflu for Melbourne water supply relative to the statis quo with a 
net jneseflt value of $147 Slion over current ammngenientt (Evaluation of the Economic 
values of Wood and Warn Owputsforthe'ThowtsonCwchMen4 1992, RcadSturgess and 
Ass .•. . 

	

6 . . 	 . 	 . 	. 	 . 	. 	. 	 . 	. 
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Thizdly,"ihi role of forests and all formS of naxve.vegetathon in maintenance of soil and 
• water values has always been well known. Unfortunately, the costs àf native vegetation. 

loss And degradation in Sma of soil ezOsiop, saliflity, flooding and4rought are only now 
being fully appreciated by national dçcision-makers. The National Plantation Avisory 
Cotnzniuee conthned that further clearing was unnecessary as thçn is abundant land. 

• 	. 

 

available for plantations.  

5. NatIve foists are a vital component of Au ualias.biodiversuty and it is ecemcly 

• 	linvortant that they, and our other remaining natural vegetatiqn types are managed to 
paintS th*biodlversity. 

Austalia,alrtady has a poor iecord in protecting Its plants, and aninials. from extinction. 
• The.mpre fragile izid and semi-arid ecosystems have already suffered the worst but it is, 

important.to appreciate that, if present trends of forest desflction and degradation 
contiñuç, native forests w lalsolo the capacity to sustain pOpiilnHnflsofanlnJalS and 
p5. 	jsijready Inre of dri& forest5'and woodlands which have bàrne the brunt 'of 
clearance for áetticmenL Large scale wàodchipping operations have now exwnded that 
threat to allfOreattypeL 	 , 	. 5 	 • 

lila vital,tbai woodchipping be 	ted as an'unsustainable ,  iof native forests and a 
use with is IIICOOS$Stent with mAnagement for ñanire çonsvation. 	. 	.' . 

. 	.••• . Snii1arIystrong wildernesi legislation. threatened species legislation and a.biodlversiw 
• .sntegy are needed as a matter of urgency -to ensure, that, goVernment resources can be 

• . 	effectively targeted to arresting Australia's .sharzeful record on species extinctionand 
• 	•• 	. tecovezyOfthreatthed species. 	

' 	 . • 	. . . 	. 

The Draft Policy ftndaznen tally fails to address biodiversity protection with conservation' 
• . . goals being qualified and voluntary, environmental protecdon measUres given noworkable 

• 	frameworks ortimelines ahdno commitment exists for the immediate protection of old 
growth. wildeTneis aD4Fdgh conservation value forests. 	.. 	 . 	 . . 

As' RAC says "It is not feasible to log old growth, forests...: and yet retain their. full 
complement of old. growth awibutes -and yalues.,.. Logging of old growth forests 

• 

	

	•. potentially violate the precautionary principle of sustainable'develOpfl'CDL.. the values 
associated with pristhie attributes cannot S replaced." (RAC, Final Report ()xxvi)). 

6. The people of Australia want all their native forests protected,' and they want wood and 
• paper products as 4velL The draft National Forest Policy. dçfeats both these pwposes.H 

• It is no longer necessary to.lOg any native fozvsts.,Complete self sufficiency in both the 
sawn timber and pulp and paper sectors can be achieved, solely from plantation resource. 

• :". 	by.  1995 it.the latest (oark 192) 	.• 	 •'' 	 S 	 • 	 '' 
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In swwnaly, the move fOTWBX4 for a National Eorest Policy. mustaddress The fnndamental 

tasucs raised above. 

It needs to be taj ion  back to, first principles Which would be refie ted by a two-pronged 
• .,. 	. 	approach.to anational forest sfllew 	. .' :'. . •.' • 
• . 	i. A Nauvé Forest'Protecdon policy which will protect all the biodiveisity, wilderness and 

añthetic qualities of Australia's remaining native foSt. It would include the immediate' 
•cessatidn of logging in high . conservetiOo forests,the identification of areas requiring 

• .. LathE gaMy ovu which moraSs would apply and the drnetable foithé eventual vansifion 
g4 toten1navep1nnthtion'sOWaL .  

:2.. AWood Pr duction Suategy base4 on exisdng sad additional plantations on already 
eleared land. Thiscan also encompass propainmes aimed at land regeneration eg one 

• - 	billiontees. 	-. •: 	 • e 	.: 	 . 	. 	. 	. 	. 

• Such an approach would provide frJob grolmb, meet Austifla's timber needs andprotect  
Australia's unique nañve foresthethage. . . 	. •.•.. .. 	. 	. . 

	

• 	Without, these substantial changes in the direction of government policy, we can have n 
confidence lathe outconw. 	. 	. 	. . 	. ., 	. . 

	

CMIY• 	 . . 

	 . 	. 	

•• 	.: 	.. 	•. 	
•• 	. 

Patricia Caswdll 

	

• 	EXeeUUVC Director . 	. 	. 	• 	. 	. 	. 

	

Australian Conse vation Foundation 	'• 	 . • 	• H 

KaztaØiurd.' 
Dijtur •' .. 
'theWildcrnessSoy. 

PógPuà 
• DecWr. 

• Tasmanian Conservadon Trust 



29th Jan. 1992 

The Hon. Chris Hartcher, M.P,, 	
.. Minister for Conservation, 

	

Parliament House,. 	. 
SYDNEY. 

Dear Mr. Hartcher, 
 

The Colon8 Found\tion is pleased ,that 
NSW is a Signatory to the National F\rest Policy, to which 
you no doubt contributed The agreeme\nt to a strategy 
designed to conserve old-growth foregs and wilderness as p 
part of the reserve System, to underj, as a matter of 
high Priority, QSSessment of fOtests fo\ conservatian values 
and to avoid activ.jtins that may signhficanty affêcst areas of old-gro};th forest 

and wilderness until, assessments are c 
oompleted, is in accord with the Policy o the Colon9 Found- ation. 	

.:. 

	

We are concerned however, ab 	 i out a rumur that he 
Department of Plaflninbghas been iflStructed nàt to: redom-
meat national parV reaery 
should be prot 	 j0 of areas it co\tsicfers cted 	e. In addition, the Forestr  is ignoring wllder!nesg protecti Commisèi\ofl - 

on   None   of   theV'four evir- 
onmental assesments i   has Completed have Condered 
Wilderness b11ldpe'j Deua and Binghi and l\1groth forests such as Mistake 

	

 
being logged. 	 Wild Cattle and- Jenner! a\re Presently -. 	 - 

A further Obstacle to the implementation o th\ 
National Forest/Polity will be the Government-'sp0ij 

	of 
of 
preferring the loggj- of old-grqGth 

- forests as a thens 
- Providing £mproyment rather than as a Sinifjcant 

part of the reservesystem For this reason we have writ-
ten to Mr< Keating äuggestjng that funds be made avail- aboe for the ptcvjsj0 of 	

should such provision be necessary, when oldgroi,th forests 
preservation may lead to loss of Jobs, 

The 
above matters are' of great 

vation movement 	 Concern to the conser- and 
the Governments 	we suggest that a statement affirming 

	

5 -àvp 	
of the National Forest Policy woul,1 be welcomed 	 - 

Yours Sincerely, 	 - 

• 	
' 	(A. C. Colle4 OAM) 

	

- 	
Hon. Secret\ry 



Ms. Gabrielle Ki.bble 
Director 
Deparme 	of Pl ann i ng  
Box 3927 G.P.O. 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Deat Ms. Kibble, 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness' calls to your 
attention the Section 8(5) of the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection) Act which only applies to Schedule 4 lands. 

The wildernes s  and old growth forests in Schedule 1 and 
Schedule 2 of the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) 
Act need not be detetmined within three nonths period for 
these lands to remain under the provisions of this 
legislation. These lands could remain indefinitely 
subject to the moratorium provisions of the Timber 
Industry (interim Protection) Act. 

Should your legal advice prove our reading and our 
barrister's reading of the legislatjo to be correct, tJi. 
Epnndation requests von rnluioa 

Under the National Forest Policy 
should retain the moratorium of 
wilderness lands until. they are 
agreed by the Federal Department 
Environment and Territories and 
Government authorities. 

, the State Government 
old growth forest and 
assessed by an method .  
of Arts, Sport, the 
the relevant State 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Muir 
Direct or  
Colong p 

OUfldati 	p•% 



THE COLONG FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS LT11 

MEDIA RELEASE 
	

Thursday Jan. 28th, 1993 

WILDERNESS GROUP CHALLENGES PLANNING MINISTER WEBSTER 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness today challenged the 
Hon. Robert Webster to eithef confirm or deny rumours 
that he instructed the N.S.W. Department of Planning to 
ignore the National Forest Policy when reviewing the 
Forestry Commission logging proposals in N.S.W. The 
Policy, signed by Premier John Fahey in December 1992, 
appears to be under pessure from National Party members 
who are pushing for it to be dumped. 

We have received advice that the Department of Planning 
was instructed by Webster not to recommend national park 
reservation of areas they consider should be protected: 
This would be a clear breach of the National Forest 
Policy and unreasonably narrow the Department's options 
when considering these proposals. The Policy requires 
secure reserves and it is impossible to have these under 
the control of the Forestry Commission , Mr. Keith Muir, 
Director of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness said 
today. 

None of the Forestry Commission's four environmental 
assessments completed have considered wildeiness 
protection a viability, even though Binghi,.Washpool, 
Bindery, Guy Fawkes and Barrington wilderness areas-
affected by these proposals, Mr Muir said. 

Wilderness, including parts of Deua and Binghi, and old 
growth forest such as Mistake, Wild Cattle and Jenner 
State Forests are being logged right now. The National 
Forest Policy requires that- a comprehensive and adequate 
reserve system be established as a matter-of priority. 
There is little point to assessing ttiese forests for 
protection if they have been logged in the meantime, Hr 
Muir said. 

For more info, contact: Mr. Keith Muir. -  (02) 247 4714 or 
241 2523 (wk) 	 - 	 - 

- 	(02) 550 3615 (ah). 

IS ARGYLEfl'REETSYDNEY NEW SOUTH WALES' AUSTRALIA 2000TEI,EPI-lOf'QE 274714 
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rector of the NAil. Dr Robert 
Bain complains that the lists 
attached by Mrs Kelly are "so 
wide-ranging ,  (they) would-
lead to the closure of the In-
dustry In large parts of Aus-
tralia'.  
"For example, It would 

reduce the sustained wood 
yield in NSW by about 50 per 
cent and have even more 
severe Impact in some regions 
of the State," he says. 

"She has made a huge ambit 
claim, obviously designed to 

Candidates 
worried 

close the maximum imount of 
forests and cause as much dis-
ruption to industrsi as poss-
ible." 

A spokesman for Mrs Kelly 
said yesterday the lists had 
only been intended as the 

start of discussions". -. 
Several MPs and candidates 

seeking election !jfl  marginal 
timber seats. including Mr 
Hany Woods In Page. Mr Jim 
Snow In Eden Monaro and Mr 
Barry Cunningham in MCMII.? 
lari, are understood to have 

roffing 
been extremely worried about 
the lettersand have sought 
explanations from Mrs Kelly. 

Mrs Keliy has written back 
to the candidates, saying It 
was "unfortunate that mis-
representation of the Com-
monwealth's position on this 
matter, has resulted in local 
community concern". 

me assure you that the 
Federal Government has nei-
ther the desire nor the capa-
bility to place Interim conser-
vation orders on those forests 
listed," she says. 

'Consistent with the (strat-
egy) I have also sought infor-
mation on how areas likely to 
be of high coriservatlon value 
are not lost before a compre-
hensive, adeqUate and repre-
sentative reserve system is In 
place." - 

The Opposition spokesman 
on resources, Mr Bruce Lloyd, 
has likened the issue to Mrs 
Kelly's gaffe last year when 
she signed a letter endorsing 
the cover, but not the con-
tents, of an environmental kit 
for school children, which was 
later withdrawn because it 
was believed to be biased. 

- 	 ' 	 - 

I  
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I Kelly stokes fOtéstry', fires [ 
asJj 	I' 

in bid to 
By LENORE TAYLOR 

-. TUE Minister for the Envi- 
;ronment. Mrs Kelly, has en- 

raged the forestry industry 
'tand ALP candidates In timber 

seats by writing to State 
4governments proposing that 
flogging temporarily stop In a 

;long list of forests. 
.'-Her letter has prompted the 
Natlonal Association of For-

.est Industries to write to the 
- Prime Minister, Mr Keating. 

.1deniandIng an explanation. 
• and has become an election 
.,,issue In several marginal 
• ;seats. 
,-Mrs Kelly tells the States 

he expects wood production 
119 cease In areas of high con-
servation value while the de-

, 1 tails of the recent national 
1orest policy strategy, agreed 

• by the Commonwealth and all 
.,$tates except Tasmania. are 
,.belng finallsed. 

. 'SpecIflc areas of high con- 
ervation value old-growth 

forest and wilderness consid- 
ccS by my portfolio to 'c -- 

• ,quire Interim protection until 
• the reserve system is esta-
• bUshed Is attached." the letter 

- says. 
In his January 25 letter to 

.Mr Keating, the executive di- 
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KELLY'S INCOMPETENCE IS UIfliu,tu YET AGLLN 

- MORE SIGNING WIThOUT CHECKING THE CONTENTS 

Environment Minister  Ros Kelly has again put a• signature to 
something without making sure it is correct, according to 
National Party Deputy Leader and Shadow Minister for Primary 
Industry, Bruce Lloyd. 

Mr Lloyd said Mrs Kelly had sent letters to State Ministers 
responsible for forestry seeking to have almost all Australia's 
working forests closed, even some on private land, claiming that 
this followed the signing of. the National Forest Policy 
Statement. 

"However this letter so embarrassed the Government that she has 
been forced to send a follow-up letter to ALP Members and 
candidates in timber electorates to back off from her first 
letter. 

In her original letter Mrs Kelly said she expected that sood 
production would be excluded from areas that are likely to have 
a high conservation value. 

She expected this shut-down to continue until an adequate reserve 
system as well as complementary management areas outside the 
reserve system, were in place to adequately protect old growth 
values. 

She then attached a list "...of specific areas of high 
conservation value old-growth forest and wilderness considered 
by my portfolio to require interim protection until the reserve 
system is established". 

Mr Lloyd said Mrs Kelly's list for NSW covered 1.6 million 
hectares. This is 52 per cent of the total NSW available yield 
for logging and for the North coast about 71 per cent. 

"The list also included the Pilliga State forest which is 
completely regrowth forest. This whole area has been previously 
settled and used for agricultural purposes. It is extensively 
roaded, there are many former homestead sites, and it has been 
subject to numerous harvesting cycles." 

"However in her second letter to ALP Members such as Harry Woods, 
the Member for Page and Jim Snow, Member for Eden Monaro, she 
claimed the Commonwealth's position had been misrepresented and 
this has resulted in local community concern." 

In that second letter to ALP MPs Mrs Kelly admitted that 11 . :. the 
Federal Gove.rñjnent has neither the desire nor the capability to 
place interim conservation orders on those forests listed in 
correspondence with the State Government". 

¼. 

./2 
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In that second letter Mrs Kelly admitted that ". . the Federal 
Government has neither the desire nor the capability to place 
interim Conservation orders on those forests listed in 
correspondence with the State Government". 

Mr Lloyd said the States which.recently signed the National 
Forests Policy Statement did so in the belief that it would end 
the domination of Canberra over their forests. 

He said that following the comprehensive joint regional 
assessment in the South-East forests and the two years it took 
for Federal/state agreement, NSW believed this fully met the 
requirements of the National Forests Policy Statement, but it 
appears that Mrs Kelly wants to start it all over again. 

"Every time Mrs Kelly opens her mouth on forests she shows her 
incompetence.. Recently she said that Labor would cease the export 
of wood chips by the year 2000 and Resources Minister Alan 
Griffithswas forced to tell the media, that he ran the forest 
policy and this would not happen. 

"State Ministers have written to both Minister Crean and 
Griffiths calling for the Kelly letter to be withdrawn. It is 
time for Mr Griffiths, as the appropriate Minister, to enter the 
debate and state what is the Federal Government Policy." 

Mr Lloyd said that last year Mrs Kelly had signed a letter 
endorsing "the cover not the contents" of an environmental kit 
for school children. She was forced to have this kit withdrawn 
when she finally acknowledged that the material was hiasd. 

"There are 12,500 people employed in the NSW.foréstry industry 
and about 80,000 around Australia. Mrs Kelly should resign from 
her job before they all lose theirs.," MrLloyd said. 

end 	 . 	. 	 27/1/93 



39LONG FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS LTD. 

15th Jan. 1993 

rRt. Hon.Paul Keating,M.P., 
me Minister of Australia, 
liament House., 

. CANBERRA. 

Dear Mr. Keating, 

The Colong Foundation was pleased to 
receive a copy of the National Forest Policy Statement.. 
We are completely in accord with its objective of conser-
ving and managing areas of old grOwth forest and wilder-
ness as part of the reserve system. The necessity of 
avoiding activities that may significantly affect areas 
of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have 
high, conservation value 'until assessments are made is 
essential to the implementation of the policy, as is the 
requirement for State agencies 'to undertake assessments 
as a matter of high priority. 

Implementation of the policy requires logging 
of areas of old growth forest to cease pending' assessment. 
In this State it has not ceased. Logging continues in a 
number of old growth forest and wilderness areas. Justi-
fication for its continuance is expressed in terms of em-
ployment maintenance. State Governments take credit for 
reducing employment if it saves money, but not if it saves 
the environment. 

Because land use planning is a State' responsibilit y  
the power of the Commonwealth to ensure carrying out of 
the policy, is very limited. It could, however, provide 
finance for the establishment of plantations, which could 
provide employment for those displaced as a result of the 
Forest Policy. This would be a sound iniestment in forestry. 
There is a precedent for such finance in the Softwoods 
Forestry Agreements Act.If projects such as the' North 
Coast jobs and environment project announced by.Mrs. Kelly 
on Jan 12th were planned to absorb workers displaced by 
the National' Forest Policy', the State 'Government's policy 
of logging old growth forests for the purpose of Providing 
emplcyment might be offset. I am sure such action would 
win the enthusiastic support of the environment movement. 

Yours sincerely, 

('A.. C. Colley OAM) 

Hon. Secretary 

ISARGYLESTREn'SYDNEY 
. NEWSOUTH WALES. AUSTRALIA 2000. TELEPHoNE 274714 
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-J5th Jan., 1993 

Mr. Bob Catr,, Mp, ,  
Leader Of the O pposli  
Parliament 

ilo8 SYDNEY. 	
- 

 

I.. 
Dear Mr• Carr,, 

1. 
F 

Enc1•We: is a 
opy' 	

a lettr addressed 
to Mr. eatig or' 

t,hesubj 	
'f te Nationaj Forest It Wifl/be,t 	

Pollct of' th Colong Foundation 
to PUhljcjse 1nfrfn*em 

	
of the Pocy which has been affirmed by alStete Qovefe.t eKe kpt Tasmania. 

I am SUté 	
agr0 ith th\0j7 If You 

agree with the 
P'*t:sai 

for Fedetal finte, Perhaps you 
could write to 	

1mg him so\ Adopj0 of 
the Proposax wo1a ttongj 

	
fir the en\ironmentai 

credentia ófiheAL 

YOUt.ji ncereiy  
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Thursday January 7th, 1993 

Dr. Nei.1 Sheppard 
Director 
Environment Protection Authority 
Locked Bag 1502 
BANKSTOWN NSW 2200 

Dear Dr. Sheppard, 

Re: National Forest Policy & the State of the Environment Report 

National Forest Policy, was signed by the Premier of N.S.W., the Hon. 
John • Fahey, in December 1992. Under this policy, the N.S.W,and 
Federal Gpvernments'have.agreed to a strategy designed to conserve 
and manage old-growth forests and wilderness as part of the 
comprehensive and adequate reserve system. Such a reserve system 
should be.managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and : 
should be in place by the end of 1995. 

Application of the strategy requiiès the Forestry Commission of 
N.S.W. to avoid activities that may significantly effect those aread 
of old-growth forest or wilderness likely to have highconservation 
value until assessments of conservation values, including old-growth 
and wilderness values are completed (see the attached extract of the 
Policy). 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness understands that the State of 
the Environment Report preparedby your Authority will consider an 
'inventory of the .extent and condition of various natural resources. 
The Foundation requests that the Authority's inventory should embrace 
the information produced on old growth forests and wilderness as a 
result of the National Forest Policy within your State of the 
Environment Report. 

You would no doubt'also be aware of the development applications and 
associated environmental impact statements being prepared for fifteen 
Forest Management Areas by the N.S.W. Fores'tryCommlssio n . These 
de'elopment applications will be reviewed by the Department of 
Planning and determined by the Minister of Planning under the 
provision's of the Timber Industry (Interim Protection),Act, 1992.'' 

In the light of the National Forest Policy, the environmental 
assessment process for the activities proposedby the Forestry 
Commission'ofN.S.W. should not be considered just a matter of 
determining logging proposals but also a land use planning exercise 
where appropriate areas of wilder-ness and old growth forest are 



protected by means of proposed national parks. The Department of 
Planning has the key role in preparing advice on these logging and 
reserve proposals. 

The Foundation cannot understand why areas of State Forest and other 
Crown lands which adjoin national parks and which have been 
identified by the N.S.W. National Parks and Wildlife Service as 
wilderness cannot be reserved.as wilderness In a national park when 
those areas are not proposed to be logged. For example, the Glen 
Innes Forest Management Area environmental Impact statement 
recommends that several large areas adjoining national parks will not 
be logged (refer to figures 14 and 11 of the Glen Innes E.I.S). The 
Forestry Commission, of course, will not recommend these areas become 

wilderness national park additions; 

The. Colong Foundation requests that where the abovementioned 
opportunities for park extensions arise, that the N.S.W. Environment 
Protection Authority reconinend accordingly in their submissions on 
the environmental impact statements. Furthermore, the Foundation 
reqUests that you ensure that the Authority takes all possible steps 
to encourage the Department of Planning consider national park 
extensions to protect old growth forest and wilderness as consent 
conditions for these logging proposals. Without such encouragement, 
the Department of Planning Is unlikely to recommend adequate reserves 
for old growth forest and wilderness protection due to the other 
political pressures which distort decision making. 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Muir 
Director 
Colong Foundation for Wilderness 



Wednesday January 6th, 1993 

Mr. Bill Gillooly 
Dl rector 
N.S.W. National Parks and Wildlife Service 
P 0 Box 1967 
HURSTVILLE N.S.W. 2777 

Dear Mr. Gillooly, 

Re: Forestry E.I.S. Assessments&Natlonal Forest Polic 

The Colong Foundation understands that the National Forest Policy 
requires the assessment of wilderness and old growth forests. 
Following these assessments the State Government must development a 
comprehensive, adequate and representative system of reserve 
protection. 

The Foundation submits that the National ForestPolicy should be 
implemented during the currentround of wildernefl andforestry 
proposals. In particular, the environmental impact statements being 
prepared under the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act, 1992 
should consider protection of old growth and wilderness values. So 
far, these reports have not recommended any old growth and wilderness 
areas for protection as national park additions. This would appear to 
àoritradict the National Forest Policy which requires secure reserves 
for old growth forests andwilderness. 

The Department of Planning appears to be interpreting its role in 
recommending consent conditions for the forestry development 
applications so as to exclude conditions for national park additions. 
This also may contradict the National Forest Policy. 

The Foundation requests advice on the steps the Service intends to 
make to ensure that environmental assessment process for the logging 
proposals consider the adequate protection of old growth forests and 
wilderness areas. 

I also enclose for your information our correspondence with other 
Government authorities which may assist, you in considering the. 
Service position on the National Forest Policy. 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Muir 
Director 
ColongFoundation for Wilderness 



Mr. Tony Bigwood 	 ' 
Department of Art! , Sport, 
the Environment and Territories 
G.P.O. Box 787 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Dear Mr. BigwoOd, 

Re: N;S.W. Forestry E.I.S. Assessments & National Forest Polic 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness brings to your attention the 
logging activities of the N.S.W. Forestry Commission regarding old 
growth forest and wilderness areas. An example of the former is the 
Badja State Forest.which is being logged although the environment 
assessment for the area is not due till September 30, 1992. An 
example, of the latter is the headwaters of the Deua wilderness which 
is recommended for protection by the National Parks and Wildlife. 
Service but is being logged. No decision has been made by the N.S.W. 
Government to log or protect the Deua wilderness. For these areas a 
moratorium on, logging under the National Forest Policy should be 

established. 

Of more critical importance is the role which the N.S.W.' Department' 
of Planning plays is making recommendations to the Minister for 
Planning on the Forestry Commission's development applications and 
accomØanying environmental impact statements. The Department of 
Planning has apparently taken the view that it is not open to them to 
recommend to the Minister for Planning donsent conditions which 
require national park reservations to protect wilderness and old 
growth forests. Such a position is contrary to the National Forest 

Policy. 	, 

The Department of Arts, Sport, the Environment andTerritorleS can 
assist the N.S.W. Department of PlanningtO broaden the terms of 
reference of its determining report by advising the Department of its 
obligations under the National Forest Policy to consider reservation 
of wilderness and old growth forest. providing urgent advice would 
assist the Department ,of Planning when briefing its Minister on the 
implications of the Policy with regard to the determination of the 

logging proposals. 

Please advise the Colong Foundation what action your Department, will 
'make' in regard to the reasonable application of the National Forest 



- 	 - 

Policy to the environmental assessment process now underway for all 
forest management areas in New Sduth Wales under the provisions of 
theTimber Industry (interim Protéctibn) Act, 1992. The 
considerations of the National Forest Policy should be brought into 
the current rqund of assessments otherwise adequate protection of old 

• growth and wilderness area will be pre-empted. 	 • 

YoUrs sincerely, • 	 - 

Keith Muir 
Director.  
Colong Foundation for Wilderness 



Wednesday January 6th, 1993 

Mr. Rex Bowen' 
Head 

Natural Resources Divij0 
Department of Planning 
Box 3927 G.P.o. 
SYDNEY N.S.W. 2001 

Dear Mr. Bowen., 

'Iarrorestpoli 

I refer to our conversation Of'yest8y Tuesday January 5th, 
regarding the Nationaj Forest Poli 

r

c
y, and the detenination report and proposed consent conditions for the vari 

ous N.S.w. Forestry 
Commission logging Proposals. 

- 

he UOIong Foundation for Wilderness understands, from our 
conversation, that the Department of Planning is not able to 

recommend to the Minister for Planning development consent conditions 
which require the dedication of national parks Within the 
subject to these forestry development applications 

	
areas 

If our understanding of the Departmental POsition is cor,ect, the 
Foundation submits that it may unreasonably constrain the land 
manageme Options which are being considered by the N.S.w. 

anindependent arbiter of 

Government. The Department of Planning, as 

these lOgging proposals, should not simply .bklaunder the Position of, 

 the N.s.w Forestry Commission Without due regard for the National 
Forest Policy or the wilderness proposals that Partly cover the area 
Which are the subject to these development applications. Such 
national park conditions need not alter the development application 
so greatly as to defeat the Intended purposes of the aPplication 
although in some cases such conditions may be justified 

The Foundation seeks your urgent advice regardg whether your 

Department will actively consider and propose consent, conditions for 
the logging Proposals, Which embrace national park reservation so as 
to protect Wilderness and old growth forest values. 



- 	
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The Foundation 

has been advised that in the Department of Environment 
and Planning did recommend national Park dedications in response to 

the N.s.w Forestry COmmissions environmental Impact statements for the Washp00j and Wandella_Dampi 	

State Fore-ts completed in the 

early 198o' 	

Accordingly, recommending consent conditions to protect Wilderness and old growth forests. by national park reservation is 
consistent With the Oepartments past Practice, as Well as being a step toward imPlementing the National Fo 
	t Policy. 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Muir 
Director 	 . 

Colong Foundation for Wilderness 

cc. Ms. G. Kibble, Director,. Department of Planning 

I 

I. . ,.  . 	 . 	 .., 	H 



Tuesday January 5th, 1993 

Ms. 
Gabrielle Kibble 

Director of Planning 
Department of Planning 
Box 3927 G.P.o 

SYDNEY NSIq 2001 

Dear Ms. Kibble, 

The National Forest Policy Was Signed by 

 nai 

 the Premier of N.s.w the 
Hon. John Fahey in December 1992. 

Under this Policy, the N.S.W 
and 

Federal Governments have aAreed to 
a 

strategy designed to conserve 
and manage Old-gro 	

forests and Wilderness as part of the reserve 
system Such a 

reserve system should be managed by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service 

Application of the strategy-requires the Forestry Commission of 
N.S.W to avoid activities that may Si9nificantly effect those areas 
of old_growth forest or Wilderness likely to have high conservation 
value, until assessments of conservation values, including Old-gro and, 

Wilderness values are completed (see the attached extract of the 
Policy). Accordingly the assessment require5 of the National 

Forest Poflcy extends beyo the Provisions of the Timber Industry 
(Interim Protection) Act, 1992 (eg. the old growth forest values of 
the upper Deua River' catchment have not been assessed although an 
environmental impact statement was undertaken for, the area 

io years ago. These forests should not be further logged until their' old growth forest values are assessed). 

Contrary to the Nationaj Forest Policy, not all old growth forest and 
Wilderness in N.s.w is protected from loggig activities until 
Forestry Commissions environmental imbact statements are determined 
(eg. the old growth in Badja State Forest adioining the Wadbilljga 
Natiqnal Park is being logged although the E.r.s for this forest 
area is not expected until 30 Sept. 1994), A moratorium on loggin

g  these forests should be imposed until it5 wilderness and old growth 
values are concurrectly. assessed and determined along with the 
Commissions environmental 'assessments. 

The Foundation reques that the Department of Planning takes the steps necessary to ensure that the National Forest 

POlicy is effected In Particular, that the Forestry commissi 
	

environmental 
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impact statements should not be determined prior to assessment of old 
growth forest and wilderness values in the manner specified by the. 
National Forest Policy. In the case of the Mount Royal Forest 
Management Area, for example, You should not make a determining 
report until advice is received from the Director of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service on the Barrington Tops Wilderness which is 
not due till the 30th of September, 1993. In the meantime, the 
moratorium on logging activities should continue. Preparation of a 
determination report for the logging proposals prior to the 
appropriate assessment of old growth and wilderness values would be 
contrary to the National Forest Policy. 	- 

In the light of the National Forest Policy, the environmental 
assessment process for the activities proposed by the Forestry 
Commission of N.s.w: should not be considered just a matter of 
determining logging proposals but, also a land use planning exercise 
where appropriate areas of'wi'lderness and dld growth forest are 
protected by means of proposed reserves. The Department of Planning 
has the key role in Preparing advice on these logging and reserve 
proposals. 

Lastly, we understand that the Federal Government has a significant 
role to play in the satisifactory assessment of old growth and 
wilderness values. Adcordingly it may-be appropriate for your - 
Department •to consult with the Department of Arts, Sport, the 
EnvThpnment And Territories on the ábovè matters. - 

YoUrs sincerely, 

Keith Muir 
Director 

Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
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• TOTAL ENVIRONMENT CENTRE INC 
SHOP 1, GLOUCESThR WALK 88 CUM8ERND STflEr SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000 

Peis/2/j 	 24 Phones (02) 7 4714 -(02) 2478476 Fax (02) 247 7118 

Planning 

Kibb].e Gabrielle 
Director 
Departme n t of 
Rox 3927 GPO 
Sydney 2001. 

URGENT 
Dear •Ms Kibble, 

TIJIP. Acti EIS and Nationai Forest 

The NSW Government Committed itself to implementing the 
National Forest Policy Statement for the beitefit of both 
present and future generations ofAust l• 	(Foreword) when it signed the Statement in November 1992. 

The Statement directiy. affects the activjtiea ofthose 

mànagemen agencje5 involved in the assessment reservation and 

matte 	
of native forests 	

in £articular it calls (as a r 9f .Priority) for: 

* 'a comprehensive adequate and representative netI.ork of 
dedicated and secure nature conservation 

reserves for forests and reserves for Protecting wilderness.. 
* 'For old-growth forest, the nature cobservation reserve 
systems will be the Primary means of Protection..: 
* 'All Governments agree that the comprehensive adequate 
and representative reservation system to protect both these 
values (old growth and wilderness) will be in place by the end of 1995;  

* The Governments. will use agreed criteria to assegs 
conservation values .and until assessments are completed 
'will avoid activities which may signifjcanty affect those areas of •

old growth or wilderness which are likely high .bonservat iOn value . 	 to have  
(Se p7-8). 

The deinjtion of nature conservation reserves in the 
Statement ex.cludes wood Production 	Further we submit that secure can otily mean national parks or nature reserves as 
they are gazetted and managed under legislation devbted 
solely to nature conservation 

You will be aware that the EISs being completed by the 
Forestry Commission and assessed by the 

DOP under the TIIP Act affect very important high conservation value forests. 

Gien that the NSW Governmn 
the Statement it is 	 t is committed to implementing 

.incumbet on the DOP to also implement 



i€vià the1rassesment reorts into the EIS. Of necessit\ 
is the need to ensurewilderriess values are properly 
assessed and considered and independently verifiable old 

	

growth assessments are made 	Further that where necessary, 
the inoratoria on wood production are extended until the 
reservàticn system is inpilace. 

Certainly in the past the DOP (or DEP) have examined 
• 	• national park options.. • 	• 

• 	
• Your urgent adviceon  these thatters would be appreciated. 

• 	Yours sincerely, 	. • 	 • 	 I 	 • 	 • • 	 • 

Jeff Angel 	 . • 	. 	 . 	• 
• 	CoDiretor 	• 	 • 	• 	• 	 • 

• 	 . 	 • 	
•, 	 • 	 • 	 • 	 • 	 . 	 . 	 • 
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SUMMARY SHEET OF NFPS POLICIES 

The Commonwealth and State and Territory Governments, with the exception of Tasmania, have agreed upon a 
national approach to the sustainable management and use of Australia's forests. Tasmania has affirmed its 
commitment to the management of its forest resources as set out in the Tasmanian Forests and Forest.lndustry 
Strategy. 

The National Forest Policy Statement sets out their vision for Australia's forests and forest industries into the 
next century and the agreed policy framework to achieve that vision, based on the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development. 

1. Forest Conservation 

Two principal objectives outlined in the Statement are the maintenance of an extensive and permanent forest 
estate in Australia and the protection of nature conservation values in forests. 

1. 1 Nature conservation reserves 

The Governments have agreed that Australia will protect and manage conservation values in forests by: 
• determining agreed criteria for comprehensive, adequate and representative reservation systems; 
• establishment of a network of dedicated and secure reserves based on these principles, supported by 

complementary management outside reserves conditional on satisfactory agreement on criteria; 
• providing adequate resources for forest reserve management subject to budget priorities and 

constraints in individual jurisdictions; 
• further developing management plans for reserves to ensure protection of conservation and heritage 

values; 

• protecting unique features and heritage values of conservation significance as part of the overall 
reservation system. 

1.2 Strategy to protect old-growth forests and wilderness values 

The Statement sets out a transition strategy which will conserve and manage old-growth forests and 
wildemess areas by ensuring that: 

a comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system of old-growth forests and wilderness 
areas is in place by the end of 1995 for public lands, conditional on satisfactory agreement on criteria 
by governments, with 1998 as the target for private lands. Inclusion in the reserve system of any 
necessary forest from private land will be preferably by agreement with the landowner. 

1.3 Ecologically sustainable forest management 

Ecologically sustainable management of native forests and plantations will be given effect through: 
• further developing and applying codes of practice for all commercial and high impact uses; 
• avoiding or limiting clearing of public native forests to cases where regional conservation objectives 

and catchment management objectives are not compromised; 
• encouraging sustainable management of private native forests; 
• managing unalrocated and leased Crown land consistent with ecologically sustainable practices. 

1.4 Adequate forest protection 

Protection of the conservation and commercial values of forests, will necessitate: 
• addressing threats to forests from disease, pests, fire and pathogens; 
• strict guidelines for use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals; 
• adequate quarantine measures against introduction of plant diseases and pests; 
• monitoring and control of feral animals and exotic plants. 



2. Wood Production and Industry Development 

Sustainable economic use of native forests and plantations is a major objective of the Statement. 

1 Promotion of efficient use and value adding industries 

The benefit to the community from using native forests and plantations for wood production can be 
increased through efficient production and use of wood by industry and value-adding wood products 
industries. This will be achieved by: 
• providing certainty and security to industry of access to resources following protection of 

conserVation values, so that industry can make significant long term investments in value-adding 
projects; 

• removing export controls on plantation-sourced woodchips, subject to satisfactory codes of practice; 
• providing domestic processors with the first opportunity to use pulpwood from native forests to 

facilitate domestic value-adding processing; 
• a range of previously announced industry development initiatives, including accelerated depreciation of 

plant and equipment, development allowances for major infrastructure projects; 
• following comprehensive forest assessments, the Commonwealth considering export licence approvals 

for terms longer than the current annual renewal periods; 
• adoption of the national environmental guidelines for new bleached eucalypt kraft pulpmills; 
• cooperating to offer to proponents of major projects a streamlined and coordinated Commonwealth- 

State project-assessment process in instances where the Commonwealth has a statutory obligation in 
relation to that project. 

2.2 Structural adjustment and improving international competitiveness 

The forest and wood products industries need to be internationally competitive, and adjust constantly to 
changing market preferences and conditions and available wood resource. This will be assisted by: 
• promoting industry development initiatives of Governments, including participation in the Best 

Practices Program; 
• structural adjustment assistance should resource be withdrawn. 

2.3 Wood pricing and allocation 

The pricing and allocation system for wood from public native forests has a major bearing on industry 
performance and community returns. Appropriate policies will be achieved by: 
• further developing pricing and allocation systems which are market based and allow transferability of 

rights, a fair return to the community and promote the most efficient use of resources; 
• revised accounting procedures to reflect costs associated with wood production and community 

services. 

Integrated Decision Making and Management 

It is important to ensure that Governments have access to the same information and consider issues concurrently 
rather than sequentially to avoid duplication and fragmentation in decision making. This will be achieved by: 

• implementing land use decision-making processes agreed in the context of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Environment; 

• through accredited or joint comprehensive regional assessments of forests and Commonwealth-State 
regional agreements; 

• integrated management of conservation and commercial uses of forests; 
• development of regional management plans by forest management agencies, consulting with regional 

organisations and the community. 

Private Native Forests 

The management of forests in private ownership is integral to achieving the objectives for ecologically 
sustainable management of the native forest estate. This will be achieved by: 

• encouraging the application of Codes of Practice covering wood production and other uses; 
• the provision of incentives, information and technical advice to encourage conservation; 
• promotion of sustainable forest management through Landcare groups; 
• land clearing controls and/or other measures to encourage forest retention; 
• providing a comprehensive public ruling to clarify the taxation treatment of native forests managed for 

wood production with further action to be considered after the ruling; 
• future land development being based on sound-regional conservation and development strategies. 



Plantations 

Plantations can provide a wide range of commercial, environmental and aesthetic benefits to the community. 
Plantation development will be facilitated by: 

• removing export controls on private and public plantation woodchips, subject to codes of practice; 
• providing a comprehensive public ruling to clarify the taxation treatment of plantations with further 

action to be considered after the ruling; 
• development of demonstration plantations on farms and the provision of extension services; 
• research for plantations and agroforestry through the R&D Corporations; 
• simplifying approval processes. 

Water Supply and Catchment Management 

The importance to the community of a reliable, high quality water supply is very high and will be assisted by: 
• the promotion of integrated catchrnent management among public and private forest owners. 

Tourism and Other Economic and Social Opportunities 

Australia's forests provide a wide range of other commercial and non-commercial opportunities. They are major 
attractions for domestic and overseas visitors. Tourism and recreation will be enhanced by: 

• a pilot program for ecologically sustainable forest tourism as part of development of an ecotourism 
strategy for Australia; 

• international marketing of forest-based tourism; 
• providing appropriate infrastructure and visitor facilities; 
• increasing ecotourism related research and monitoring the impact of tourism and recreation. 

Employment, Workforce Education and Training 

There are important regional and local employment effects of commercial and non-commercial use of forests. 
Increased labour pràductivity.is important for improving industry efficiency. This will be pursued by: 	 - 

• continued skills up-grading, workplace reform and occupational health and safety programs. 

Public Awareness, Education and Involvement 

It is important that forest management agencies are accountable to the community for their stewardship of the 
community's assets, and that the community is able to contribute to the forest use decision making process. This 
will be achieved by: 

'. improve community awareness of forest management and conservation; 
• opportunities for public involvement in land use decision making; 
• producing "state of the forests" reviews every five years for public information. 

Research and Development 

An enhanced,better coordinated and focussed research and development effort is important to the future of 
Australia's forests and forest industries. This will be achieved by: 

• establishment of a Forest and Wood Products Research and Development Cprporation, additional 
research into conservation and environmental aspects of forests, and plantations research; 

• continued support for the national pulpmill research program. 

International Responsibilities 

As a leading nation in developing sustainable forest management, forest practices and community involvement in 
forest use decision making, Australia will continue to be a model for the conservation and sustainable use of 
forests. This will require: - 

• promoting sustainable forest management internationally; 
• continuing the development of an international agreement on forests. 
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FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

Mrs Ros Kelly, 
Ministerfor the Environment, 	 FILE COPY 
Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 	p 
Wed, Jul 28,1993 

re: National Forest Policy Statement 

Dear Minister, 

Thank you for meeting with Dr Judy Messer and myself in Canberra during the 
June Peak Councils meeting. 

As we indicated on that occasion, the Council is keen to see progress on the 
appointment of community representatives within the committees and working 
grOups entrusted with implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement. 
We believe this ¼'ill help ensure that the conservation perspective is articulated 
clearly at that level. 	 . 

We refer you to page 20 of. the NFPS, in which the Coñtmonwealth pledgesto 
"establish a policy advisory body.. to advise on specific forest product industry 
and conservation issues". 

Within the NSW conservation movement, there is a wealth of experience which 
could contribute to the work of such a committee, and the Nature Conservation 
CQuncil would welcome an iniitation to nominate a member to it. 

Yours sincerely,  

H.. 
Sid Walker 	 . 	 . 	 . 
Excutive Officer 
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• Joint ANZECCIMCFFA National Forest Policy Statement 
Implementation Sub-committee 

TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP ON FOREST USE AND MANAGEMENT 

Secretary: Greg Dodd 
Ph (06) 272 4163 Fax (06) 272 4875  

15 August 1995 
	

11 AUG igs 

Draft report on "The Development of Consistent Nationwide 
Baseline Environmental Standards for Native Forests" 

Recently you were sent a copy of the above report for comment. 

I wish to advise that the comment period for this report has been extended until Friday, 
29 September 1995. As outlined in the covering letter to the report, comments should be directed 
to Greg Dodd, JAN15 Secretariat, c/- Forests Branch, Department of Primary Industries and Energy, 
GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601 (or fax 062724875). 

Ft. 
Greg Dodd 
Secretary 
Technical Working Group on 
Forest Use and Management 
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WHY is THERE A SHORTAGE Oh LIMBER FROM NATIVE FORES FS'?? 	NJ 

'l'hc usual answer is of course to blame the "greenies" and the "locking up of fore?t areaA - 
in National Parks. But these answer do not really meet the facts as ôoñveyed by heStitt 
Forest adnwustration documents ard statements 	 " 

the 1 orest Policy 

The National Forest Policy Statcmct which has been accepted by both State and ederM: fY 
Governments prrn'idcs clear guidelthes for idcntifring timber resources available f9r 
industsy. The process involves establishing a comprehensive and adequate and I 
representative reserve system and a4opting ecologically sustainable lo$ing practieps (bY •.:::. 
way of appropriate forest mapageinnt plarts,envirotunenW proscriptios And (;od4s of 
logging practices) It is only when tFis process is completed that the aias avaiiabM for 
Umber production,undcr specific consiraints,can be identified and an accurate assqs&ment ¼ 
of available resources undcrtaken..The Reourccs and Consen'ation Assessment (jouncil . 
[Las now completed the lnteri4u process  and is presenting to the commt4iiiiy and 4 	. 
Government a number of options. Does the Government cut the allocaticil by 30% 0150% 
or7O% 

In 1979 the Forest Commission gave eidence to the Senate Standing9oximittçc pu Trad4 .; 
and Conunerce.On22JunetheCniimissiontoldtheCommitteethal 

the indigenous h4woo4 forests of NSW have been harveted  for sawogs siu.c 
World War U at a rate generally higher than that which can be sustainçd i4defl t4yThk, 
has been possible without prejudicing the long term continuity of•thefOreit estate, )Ccauso 
of the high propodion of mature an çl  over mature trees which had beta wSoUSl) 

inaccessible to harvesting. This oveizutting situation was rccognisc4 by the Forest! 	. 4. 

(onmusarnn at least twenty five years ago (je about 1954) and was .iflindain'rn41 reasq9 
behind the policy of estabhshjng a Lfrger resource of exotic softwood plantations" 

The e'idence ccntinues that it is the p(licy of the Commission to 	. 	
P. 

"phase down the rate of $awlog cut from native forest to a icvel which ioud.bp. 
sustained indefinitely the object is to attain a sustained yield by the tune over mature 
logs have been harvested Front this time saw log yields in native forests will be 4uatcd t 
the rate at which trees are reaching naturity in there-growth forests" 	: 	I 	:•: 

.. .. F 
The Commission continued with its evidence 

"Pail of this policy is tocontirnie to harvest the mature and or niati4c saw,10 
trees from renaming old growth stapds where access can be provided conomiLalIy Thse ) 
stands are mostly located in the inoqutains and foothills land on the e tern fall of tthe Gr4j :L 
Dividing Range and are the major s,un..o of hardwood logs for the next 15-20 yeArs "(Ic 
1994-1999) 	 ] 	

. 
• 	•: 

The Coznxnjssjonftiled to undersl9d that the forests had other values which vuAd 
increase as these values became scarce so that as the old growth was re4uced  in afra tl\aV 
it was better economics to retain the old growth for their intrinsic valud aM their value iji. 
water catchment, soil conservation, wild life habitat and wilderness tjtan as sawlogi. 

• 	 • 	 • 	

• 

:H: 
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Yet the Commission was aware p-i4 this might occur when in giving rdence it 4ld 
To deny this haivestg*g ( o(tho remaining old growth) in the more mountrnous - forests would precipitate a sqddcn xapid halt to hardwood sawnüllin.g h3dusthes,rather thn -a planned gradual phasing down oçhardwood sawlog supply levels ásupplics fr?m softwood plantations increase.." 

To date there has been little evidence that State Forestsare arranging for the rnills:and the 
workers to move to the new soft wqod plantations though reports by (prest eco.nonists 
such as Judy Clark indicate that theje is a vast supply of plantation now àailable  or 
harvesting and requiring thinning We are now two years into the period when iheForest 
authodties said there would not be quay sawlogs left in the old growth forests an the 
change would be to plantation limber. But there seems to be few moves on the pat of 
State Forest to help mills and their workers to change over to using lh(s large softyood 

V . 	plantation source. 
 J.nslead we see last ditch stands by State Forests, some politicians ,and parts of the 1  timber 

mdustxy to deny that there is a Crisis n the hardwood sawlog supply. 	 J 

11 State Forests calculations given in 1979 are correct there will be no hardv,00l saw 
logs left by 1997 what ever the Gayerninent does in relation to its pre-election promlseot 
piolecting all remaining old growth and identified wilderness areas. 

I 	 I 

The Resource and How It Was Calculated 

State Forest are required to manage çoresis in an ecologically suastainabje basis by heir 
own corporate plan and by the Natiopat Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable 
Dcvelopment yet there has coqtuiuecl a practice of cutting in excess of ksustalxted yeld" as 

jU 	. 
Evidence used in the RACAC negotiations was a wood resource study prepared by flue 
State Forests. This has been called in to question as it has not been independantly chcked 
and in previous estimates of timber repourees there ian been setious efroi.For exmple 
quota sawlogs have been found to haye been over estinuted by as muclx:as 45 0/c eg iCanai 
Slate Forest and for small sawlogs from regrowth forests by as much aè60-70% e Wild: 
Cattle Creek Slate Forest • 	

•I 

i~l 1: 	In the 1960s State Forests deci4ed that management of hardwood forest iii the Wah4 -ia- if 	
Nundle Management Areas on a sustned yield basis would not boecoñànucaiiy prtctible. 
Subsequently the cutting rate wis drazpatjcally increased wi th the prediction in the 1987 • 

	

	nuuuagement plan that" harvest of the purrent identified sawlog nsourc&couAd conti4ue at present rates for some ten years ie 19 7 with little chance of a viable saw log Production for a number of years after the currenj cutting cycle. To bridge the estini4ted rninim,6m forty year gap from the present until growing stock builds up sufficiently to sustain sjawe quota yields would require a reduction in quota yields from the present ,O(O m3 gross to - 12,300 ni3 gross per annum" In.a not to the then Minister (29 July1991) the wrote " A similar situation eists in the Walcha-Nufle M4nagement ç\rea - ,where the level of sawlog out is consujerably above sustainable yield Yilinionitonvg has ' 

---rTrr--- • 	 ____ 
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shown that a reduction of 66% is needed to gM a resultant sustainibte annual quota of 
around 18JO0Om3intoIaJfu,enMfl 

t State Feast gave an csumate that d annual quota of 33,780 m3 gross redug to 24,5(X) m3 in June l996,ofquot saw 	 i.ui 
 Jog is Evailabje on a sustainable basj front the K,empscy 

Management Area. This catimateis based upon desk-top 
OxtraPOlatip: 4 from a 1976 yield : assessment much of which had 14n found to be ovei-ly optimistic v4h thu 1983/89 

Annual Report for the Wauchope MA reporting "On a completed cbthpaitment jasis the actual gross yield is only 86% of a$sessed yield ......therefore at thistage of the cutting 
cycle a deficient of 88,250 p3 is üfdicated or approxImately 4 yeats Øf quota operationc.9 

In a submission on  the  KefllPsOY/Wauchope EJS ,Beechwood Timb4è (11193) nyted that 
"Beechwoy,j runbeis has on recorl and we assume that the Conunsjwj has too, minlerous instances when the asse$ed volumes Of individual blocks vaáëd 

as much or more as 100% either side of the actual values available These records immediately 
invalidate the figures as presqntcd hi the EIS (as to the timber resour4). In short the 197 
assessment was a guessjinmie upon whieh successive estimates have lOn niadc ,this has 
merely compouMed the oiiginal shçnicom1ng of the assessment to the point where, quite 
bluntly ,nobody has a blind due as tp what is left out there" 

Usingthegojjç 

Wood Supply Agreements taken up on the Mcdli Coast by one Coxnpjiny eg. HarM has 
not lead to greater in fluent by tIp company as far as the eideñce ahb*s. Inft 
the small milLs which show the best 4se plUmber and the value adding which is thc jn 
word" now. On average the spiall n1111 cuts up to 60% from a log agaqaç log enist the largct willis wlilch use only about 35% of the Jo for sas'm 	t imber; the remainder of Ujls up a wood chips.One of the larger tiillis Iempsey Timbers, has made 1aig hvesunents ind 
worked towards better utilisatipn ofe limber and it does so with badally saivag logs 

	J andon1y2o%qug5 	 I  
I .  Conclusion 	

! 	 I • 	 I 	I 	
c 1119 obwous from this mformaoon  tht the State Forest dmillistration nkew that al4ut this ., time there would be very little aw lo resoi.wce available and that mainly. from the lest of 

the old growth forests. But the ?uthorjlieg said way back in 1979that thère *ouJ4 bç pJenty 
of soft wood logs avaijaWe and,these would tide the industry 

OVCT until O rOwth forpsts were producing saw logs. 	I  
• 	

• 

So the Wnbcr shortage at the etd of this centwy was anticipated by the  and that was without taking into account any new reserve 	
toresnyutlion1zes 

 sytc,ng. Se wtiy lithe public not being properly infornuxi about the wos)d supply situation? Why 
do sonjó of cpothicians keep talking about the huge potenthl of the native hardwood forests ? Or arô they t4kin 	çi o±Tfifly years hence? Why docA the industry demand resource secuit &'er an ahnog non, exJstentrcsowce? 	 • 	
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The protection of the remaining oIçl growth, which the Labor Govezjthieiit has promised 
4 be 100%; the dedication of identi4ed wilderness areas ; and the set4ng aside of some 

ti$ forest 
reselves should not hvca 4cvastatjng effect upon indusiry. It was already very 

	

close to the end of its resource acc9rding to the State Forests and th way àut was 	to go f the softwood plantations. 
The RACAC Report ,now ocn f0t public  conmwntputs three optio$ tq Goverwuent *d the community. A cUt 0130% in sav1og ailocatioji or a cut of 50% 91 ne of 70%. Thx. 
cut of 30% is basically doingnothhg as there has to be a cut o130%*hjch the 
GonrnrjçpJ has already axuiowicej. The cut of 30% is the one being j'ràsed by Unions: 
and Industry while the con ewaäonmoyeut wants to see a cut of 70% 'vith some 
additional important compartp1en protected. in light of the 1979 estiØiatâs of timber 
supplies by the Forest authorities t4e 70% gure appean to be much.closer to what might; 
be available to Jndustiy than 30%. JR fact the 70% reduction leaves $er more sawlogs 
available to Industry than Forst autilorilies predicted back in 1979. A4 ocoume there i, 
that huge softwood resource vailabfr Which the Forest authorities sa4wSd be ready nowtofffltheshon fall.

U  
The next few months will seq if Gdvenjment is prepared to call StateForst and lndu syat bluff and point out to them thatth present 	

b 
 situation has been kowTforSrcajB and they should have made their adjusipierits before now,. 	 - 
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Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

Mr S Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 

12 JUL 1594 

Dear Mr Walker 

I have received your letter on behalf of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
concerning the Natural Resources Audit Council and the National Forest Policy 
Statement. 

I note your Council's support for comprehensive regional assessments of forest 
ecosystems in New South Wales. However, I believe that you have confused such a 
process with the aims of the Natural Resources Audit Council. My Government did not 
establish NRAC as the "first step" of any particular assessment process, but to provide 
compilations of information on the values of the State's public lands and their natural 
resources, to assist it when it comes to make a range of decisions concerning the use of 
those lands and natural resources over which it has control. The information which 
NRAC will collate will assist the Government in, for example, the development of 
Regional Environmental Plans, the preparation of recovery plans for endangered 
species, setting sustainable levels for commercial and recreational fishing, the allocation 
of vacant Crown land, and so on. 

A major part of NPAC's functions is to enhance the comprehensiveness of its audits by 
commissioning work to accelerate the collection and coordination of relevant 
information. The majority of the funds allocated to NRAC ($5 million in 1993/94) will 
be spent on such work. 

Although, therefore, NRAC was not established specifically as the first step of any 
process of comprehensive regional assessments of forest ecosystems, I expect that some 
of the information collated by NRAC and some of the projects funded by NRAC would, 
no doubt, be useful inputs if any such assessments were to be undertaken in the future. 

I would have thought that your Council would support initiatives such as NRAC which 
result in the improvement and greater integration of information about our State's 
public lands and their natural resources and the increased accessibility of such 
information. 

Your comments concerning the 'limitation' of NRAC's task to public lands again reflect a 
misunderstanding of NRAC's :cole. it has been established to assist the State 
Government when deaLing with those Lands for which it is the primary decision-maker. 

8TH FLOOR. STATE OFFICE BLOCK, MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000, AUSTRALIA. TEL: 2285239 FAX: 2522291 
- 	G.P.O. BOX 5341, SYDNEY 2001. 



I dispute that NRAC's membership is "unduly weighted towards economic interests." 
The Council comprises the Chief Executive Officers of the major NSW Government 
agencies with responsibilities for public lands and their natural resources, an 
independent Chair and four non-Government members with expertise in land and 
natural resource matters. There are no representatives of any interest groups on the 
Council. 

In regard to your comments on the public availability of information generated 
through the NRAC process, I have been advised that NRAC has issued a policy paper 
on the public availability of, inter alia, the information flowing from the projects 
which it funds. A copy of the paper is enclosed for your information. Further queries 
on this matter should be referred to NRAC itself. 

You state that the NSW Government could conduct a regional assessment which the 
Commonwealth could accredit and to which the Commonwealth could contribute 
funds. I must reiterate that it is not NRACs function to conduct assessment work. 
Nevertheless, I have requested the Commonwealth Government to accredit NRAC's 
first reference, the Regional Audit of the Upper North East of New South Wales, 
•under the Inter Governmental Agreement on the Environment. I am informed that 
negotiations between the two Governments are progressing satisfactorily on this 
matter. 

I turn now to the second matter raised in your letter, the implementation of various 
commitments under the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

The NSW Government, along with the Commonwealth Government and other State 
Governments, is undertaking the processes specified in the NFPS for, first, the review 
of the appropriateness of the existing reserve system to complete its development and, 
secondly, the establishment of a comprehensive, adequate and representative 
reservation system to protect old growth forest and wilderness values on public and 
private lands. 

The Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council and the 
Australian Forestry Council have established a working group of technical experts to 
develop broad criteria on which to base reserves systems to protect, first, the nature 
conservation values of forests and, secondly, old growth and wilderness values. 
When these criteria have been finalised and agreed upon by the NSW, 
Commonwealth and other State Governments, assessments will be able to proceed. 
Relevant information, such as that collated by NRAC in its Regional Audits, or from 
research undertaken by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and State Forests of 
NSW, will be fed into the assessment process. 

I am advised that State Forests of NSW is implementing the commitment in the 
NF1'S for forest management agencies to avoid activities that may significantly affect 
those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have high conservation 
values. Specifically, the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1991 places a 
moratorium on logging in old growth forests identified in the Government's 1990 Old 
Growth Forest Strategy pending the completion and determination by the Minister for 
Planning of environmental impact statements (EIS). The Act also excludes logging 
from wilderness nominations which had not previously been the subject of an EIS. 



On the last matter raised in your letter, I note your support for the Commonwealth 
Government's pledge to secure a reserve system for all ecosystems across Australia at 
the time of its announcement. I can only reiterate the NSW Government's 
commitment to the establishment of a national system of protected areas, after full 
consideration has been given to nature conservation and socio-economic implications, 
in line with the principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development. 

Yours sincerely 

Premier. 
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Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 
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Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 
Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
39 George Street 
The Rocks NSW 2000 	

16 NOV 1993 

Dear Mr Walker, 

I am writing with reference to your letter concerning regional assessments 
under the National Forest Policy Statement (NF1'S). 

I recently responded to a coalition of peak environment groups, including the 
NCC, on the operation of the NFPS in NSW. A copy of this letter is attached. 

On the specific matter of regional assessments under the NFPS, inquiries are 
being made and a more detailed response will be provided as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Fahey, 
Premier 

8TH FLOOR, STATE OFFICE BLOCK, MACQIJARIE STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000, AUSTRALIA. TEL: 228 5239 FAX: 252 2291 
G.P.O. BOX 5341, SYDNEY 2001 



TCO/05632  Premier of New South Wales 
Australia 

Mr Jeff Angel 
CoDirector 
Total Environment Centre 
1/88 CumberlandSt 
SYDNEY 2000 	 10NOV 'i 

Dear Mr Angel, 

I refer to your representations on behalf of the Total Environment Centre, 
Australian Conservation Foundation, Greenpeace Nature Conservation 
Council, National Parks Association, The Wilderness Society, North East Forest 
Alliance, Coolong Foundation for Wilderness and South East Forest Alliance 
concerning the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

I wish to assure you that my Government remains committed to the orderly 
implementation of the NFPS in accordance with the agreed principles of the 
National Ecologically Sustainable Development Strategy, which require ensuring 
balance between conservation and development considerations. 

Comments have been made to the effect that NSW is not complying with the 
NFPS, and specific reference has been made to logging operations in 
compartment 1402 of Nalbaugh State Forest. 

In this regard, it needs to be remembered that the NFPS does not overide the 

1990 Commonwealth/State South East Forest Agreement. The Prime Minister 
recently advised that his Government remains committed to the 1990 
Agreement and that the Agreement is not extinguished by the NFPS. 

Logging operations in compartment 1402, and throughout the Eden Forest 
Management Area, comply with all relevant State legislation and are consistent 
with the precepts underlying the 1990 Agreement Further, the 1990 Agreement 
itself complies with the principles of the National ESD Strategy. The Agreement 
balances both conservation and development objectives by protecting high 
conservation value forests through reservation in the national parks system, 
while also ensuring the continued viability of the region's timber industry 
through an industry restructuring package. 

In fact, the Agreement meets many of the obligations imposed under the NH'S for the 
region. Significantly, the NH'S requires that regional forest assessments be undertaken 

as a basis for decision making on forest use. 

81h Floor, State Ottice Block, Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000. Telephone: (02) 228 5555. Facsimile: (02) 231 1110 
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The Joint Scientific Study of the south east forest, which was undertaken by the 
NSW Government and the Federal ALP Government in 1990, and which forms the 
basis of the 1990 Agreement, meets regional survey and assessment obligations 
under the NFPS. On the basis of the data provided by this regional assessment, the 
1990 Agreement sets aside 55,000 heactares of State forest for reservation as national 
park, and establishes two Special Prescription Areas which are available for logging, 
but which may need to be managed differently from other areas to protect 
conservation values. 

Compartment 1402 falls within one of these Areas. In accordance with the spirit of 
the 1990 Agreement, NPWS and State Forests have agreed on a set of harvesting 
prescriptions for the compartment designed to protect fauna and ,  old growth values 
which include the retention of wildlife corridors, a prohibition on the felling of trees 
for woodchip and strict guidelines to mitigate against soil erosion and water 
pollution. 

In addition to the allocative decisions provided for under the 1990 Agreement, there 
are a number of processes underway across the State which ensure obligations under 
the NFPS for the protection of old growth forests and forested wilderness are met. 

Specifically, the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act 1991 places a moratorium 
on logging in old growth forests identified in the Government's 1990 Old Growth 
Forest Strategy pending the completion and determination by the Minister for 
Planning of environmental impact statements (US) under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The Act also excludes logging from wilderness 
nominations which had not previously been the subject of an ElS. 

Further the Wilderness Act 1987 provides for the nomination and assessment of 
areas for wilderness values, and the Government is currently involved in the 
consideration of a number of wilderness nominations. 

The NH'S was never meant to impose a moratorium on logging in old growth 
forests, and indeed specifies that "Australia will continue to use old growth timber 
for many years". Rather, the NFPS represents an attempt to balance forest 
conservation and development considerations. My Government will continue to 
ensure that the conservation and economic utilisation of forests in this State is 
consistent with this objective. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Fahey 

John Fahey, 
Premier 
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Pupose 

To brie4 you on the Ratiopal Poreet Policy Statenant .
(NiPS) Cabinet• Suajssion to be nusidereti by Cabinet an . 1 November  

• 1992, prioi to consjdetation of the NflS by Lrst Itiniflon àt • :......... the Cquncii 	 Australian 	(COM).aPetjn Th eatl 
.1: 	

• DeCeJ,, 	.. . •.. 	
• i• •  .• 	•. $ 
	 ,. 	• 	 . . 

	•• 	 '•• 

Sackground 

2. The N?PS baa been negotLated with the States and 
.fttritoriee under .t.hs ausfitces Of the AUitraliih and Now • 	. 	Sealafl4. Envcomaent and Consirvation Cognc±l (MZECC) au4.tbo 
Australian Porestry Council (APC) in Consultation with 

• . . induóy t4zions . and conEervatjo groups. Followin-. a two Month 	coflsuaatjon period the Statement: Ms eon reviseu in onsultatjon with the States. 

3 • The Sttament represents the joint t*Sponse of 
GovernmentL to the reCden4fljons of the Ecologically,  
$uatainable:i Development Porlit Use Workin9 Group; he Resouros 
Aaeessinst toinmissjon•g rorest and Timber Ingiry ,  and the 
National :flsntat ion Advisory. Cjttee. . The 43P?$ adopts 
either fuilt, or in part, over 90% of the recoleadstjo of those Reports. 

4. Ttt 	 sets out a natiopa]. approach to the • 

	

	. .. ecoibgica.1l sustajnalo ainagnanut and Use of Australia's Loran. .00tatee jncludig measures to address, 
* the maintenance 

 

at an extensive permanent native 
torest eatatle to protect conservation valuei 

* opt4n.tsing the  benefits to the canrunity for the full. range of coiilnerciaj and non-0aciaz uses oi forests; and 
tacilitatAng the development of internaticmally toapetitiye Rnd ccologicnl . estable gukest product and • : • tourIsm induitria. • 	•. 	• . 	• 	••• 	 ... . 

5 	A copy 	the Cabinet 5ntsfggj relating to cons jderatjct of the Statnnt I-a-provicsod at Attaghgant !. 
6. The latest draft text of the Lull Statement is flQvided at AttacIaM p. • 	

• HH .......H 



-, lana 

7 	There are a nu±ev of significant Issues relating to both 
the Cabinet Suhmi.siou and the flfl which warrant your 
attentjoD. rot ease of ref.rsncs, each of these matters has 
beers dalt with in separate Attacnt form. The Attachments 
arei 	F 

Attachiijisn A. Conservation Initiatives of, the Spa 

Attach4nt B Znduatxy Initiative I of the nn 
Attachnent C .  CuaprehenSive Aslesement. 

Attach+nt D security of Resource 

8. 	wou3d natanticipate_any policy r.láed difficulties 
arising.fr cqordiMtjon C.CMSSntS ba the Cabinet SS.sion, . 
aithbpgh :it icould'b. . szpepte4 that. both tb. Treasury and 
Fiance tuiQzpress resistance over . expected 6xp"aiturs. • .  • 
tequienn. 

.9. 	PHIC 

 is

raisE the issue at stat. endorsement i* that 
s 	Stateu14 prfer forest Mttars to be hAndled by way
of bjlatirgreesenta aufl as the N$W, .5! tarOt Agreement. 

 statent reflects Stats/cooanh position. 
negotiated dyer the past few .rntbs this. mitter should not . 

iaurtuntable. 
10. liQIsve, it is true that scene States, i.t noticeably 
flW; and Taa$nia, have hardened their positions in relation to 
acceptXng th Statement 'a conservation objectives and may 
threaten to t.waIkaway on those grounds. 1W do: not accept. 
that this . th9at should be rQlson to further weaken the 
Conwea1tl's environmeafl objectives. 

ii • XI nec43ssary, the CvuuaOnfleflh will need to have agreed • 

	

	
. • 'btton• lin4' Øj enflrnmsntal• aIttSn O:put forward for . 

consideration by State Cabinets prior to the Decejthsx CDS 
•ingj faLezØzl, on the 1995 timetable for thereserve 
flits. Ton' aay wish to indicate that you will re-consider 

I: your support for theStatnt' if the States provelntraçtable : 
j: wanting to weaka the conservation :cbjectSyes . j' j• . .. 
Stateont. 

12. coae4,atian groups will criticise the $05 for a number 
of reason. [They will argue that S cansenatioz* initiatives 
Of the state*ant. dO.'qot•go far or as quiOtly as they would 
wish 	$1.1 also respond negtttyey to. the issue Of 
security of. rsourc... Provided that the coniQzvatjon . . 

• 

	

	Mvantagea. f tM StétOmont' art not eroded WO consider that 
the gains toJbe made, prticitarly.jaregardto 04 growth end wilderness, ttprnont .  a .significsnt. advance j forest 	. 
coliservationi. 	. 	. 	... 	.,.., 	... . 	. 	. 	.. 	. 

.2 



*se"%end$ toqa 
33. 	it ii recomended that yout 

1) 	agrpe, pending Our advmn to you on coordination 

NflS with 
o co-sponior the Cabinet $uSii  ii ion to] flin9 to the 
be M'tar for Resources; 

ii 	appkov. in principle the current draft of the NIPS as 
attached, boflnq; that discussions. wflch . are still being held .. with the Seat.. should not load to. ny weakening of 	. 

conservatilm objectives, 

iii) 	;to1e 
aqr.cnt between 

that wording of the final text is Sgbect to 
the yourself and 	tthister for Resources; and 

ifldr$ pn the Save infoation in yout discussion. in 

t;tr Coneer!ion Policy Diviflon 
lz_Jovembe1r 1992 

Prepand bys Jenni Ludlow 
274 	2319 

Agreed/Not greed 

- 	 NxflSnR I 
1 
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miinéjnnnre ft Sn awiensive and .pöruanent native forest •  •' . estate with s reduction of cQvn or . integrity, of., nativ forest s whirs this, would cprcise Rational, State 'and 
ngionat. c4nsen4tion:0bjectiv.s' ,.. , .. ••' .. . ,... " 

:' 
fore4ts being managed for the conservation of all 

	

• . 	. species of iaustralia 'a 'flora "ad fauna., throughout 'those apecin' rnges; 
• ' . 	

3'. Cctpzfebeñijve, àdiqisate and' Sprestajvg areas 'oi aLl' Occaystans agreed o' a'. nationafly recognised'; cientific Fbasis and protection pf:.endangereg and vulnerabi. "Eaten .speisi' Lit a dedicated and pecure natUre. CQOatyatjo reservo systs. Other arOu  of forest are to be. protected j. order to safaguard special areas and to provide links whire possible bejtwea reservee and other protected areaS; 
eflet4e tMtuniqtj features 4 heritage values or. conservation signiicance 	 an part' 	the .ovara]j. reeervatjoz lyteas; 

p:oviion of COffiplemetary rnanagemsnt outøide tQsexy, • . 	in public native forests. that are available for sod. production And other cotunrcI;j uses, and in fortats o 
unallocated1 or leased crown land; 

pri4tjon of managant dracticea on private lands that 
are flmpatb tic to conservation Objectives; and 

prote tion of 010 growth and wilderness (canprehgngin, adequate an 
. repreeentatjve) :'iodedjéatgd and secure 'reperve'.; 5Yst. 

There ha4 bean considuable prEssure frca the Stat to water: dOwn 1jg' Coneenatjon initiatives in the ttataient. • tj5 the flj as: it staflde ..repreSOnt a cozprin  on  asny is.uoe4 n consider it reflects sgbstnjai progress 
towards achieving national forest conservation objectives and 

	

• . 	prosrjd.d th re'is no fUrthgr Sakening"of the existing text.of the Statement, nproaents a successful outcome. 
£ 	

Ij 

• 	

, 	 •. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 .• 

.. 	

. 	 . 	 . 	 . 





• 	
'•: 	 .•• 	H'. 	 '.' 	• 

Ceprsj5 LaMsasit. 

the $FPS (paqu 17) provldep for join Cotonwnjjg_0 üp..front C*iiniive regional USS5flta o foflns. This • •:• 	builds. 	the CDvMi*a1th'. One Ration Snttjatsn, by • 

	

	accelerating aDd flpandii9 tM progrc of joint aan.aasnt of Rat tonat Efita. values of foflata. and :ageeing Ofl aagement • 	. :. approaches far those  regions, It is intended tat .onco cctuplotq I a:crprelwnsjve regional assessat lnuld lava the. bafl for 4 •l4nequent single regional &9roeicnt with the relevant $t.itQ on  forest aaflageaaut...for Oollflrvat ,on anq resburcoun, 	. 	•' 	.. 	. 	. 	.. . 
The r.gApa.j aqr.eaen would also accredit the • 	. 	compraz%oras3 	$ImeM for the purpose Of. ev&luatjng. forest •: 

	

	
reenurca uS iwacts . of proposed diyelopiant, 'projects, 
provided tbpse deyè1opits did not seek to 
aLter the res$ forest aanageant guidelines for the, regiOn. 

The cQitpehenfl', aesegantprocee wo44 be as foilciwas 
...' Stites 	dreAIgt the Cmajth tOundeftake a joint tagioflal aoIssszMnt 	••. • . 

	 . 	. . . 
* the asSeantit would addresg. t$ ccp1et. su3ta f Cotnweajtp eSironnmntai and cultuzal respofl$jbnjtjeg, is, National Estate;. World Heritage, Efldangered SpeciEs, 

Biodiver;jt, Cultural. Heritage, environmntai. iwpact etc. This WOuld $• done though the col'ttjun &n4 collation. oj 
aecOna.ry d$ta. and 'nfoanatj.ad subesquen analy. of that 
at'eriaLbtiao relevant Cnonwealth igeacies. tt is 2 

	

antláipats that the AMC: 	would act 'AS the cQanwalth '8 agent an the data ollection and collation stage). 

I the CJnwtaklth will efl$u its eva1uatjq of intonatio 	undertaksn In an efficient And timely manner. Wherever poflibi.,. it will progress 
it5 analyses concufltly; jfl Into oeog the analy;a of. other :bgGncsn 	.. . .. 	. 	• 	. 	.• 	

.. 	. 
'.fOl1ijflq . fron fle t$$fl9ft 	. QSbmqealth and,Stata- 9009flnea for the ocolog ioglly  sustainable $anagnt 01 •tl* region, for ftfl2plS SU5ta1flle yield 1evelg application of' Codes of PróCtic.; protection plan. for rots and ,Qndangend specis and, Insure. to protect National. !st.1t1 and Wotld Rerit&ge-valg.s s • • 	, 	•', 	. 
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11th August 1992 

"TheHoaPazilXeanngP  
Prim 	' 	' 	': 	 ." 	•' 	' 
Parliament House 	•' 	 ' . ' 

Canberra AcT, 2601'  

• 	, 	
'' 

RE: RESPONSE TO 'YOUR OOVERNMENT'S 
DRAFT NATIONAL FOREST POLICY STATEMENT, 

This nadonal fórea policy draft' piepared by' pfflcials from Wood harvesling governmert 
agencleSI5 no moie than a prescription for óontinued and unnecessary native forest' 
deanction. 'AusSianwant th* forests and their wood and this can be achieved by the 
.Commonwe enforcing a naona1'policy which is,in the interests of thenadonal 

The current draft does not achieve this end and hace, 'deserves to be' abandoned' 
immediately lest serious criticiirn gives it Unwarranted cMiliility. 

Far from enuencsng non-co mrnercial wood supply operaons in public nadve forests.. 
wogresthve national policy should be aimed at securing commercially viable wood supply 
amccienUymana4planradons. ' 	H " 	, •', 

The oordntM co'irnianent by forest bu'teauàacies to accommodate industry pie ference for a 
cheap resource hs already cost Australia an accurnulaS $43 MII"n In public sector debt 
[seeResource A&sésment Corn' ssioo,Forest andrimberinquiryDrafjRepofl, $3]. It 
is time that nthonak policy was directed rowaids,efficient meeting of market demand 
through thicwccónomic reform, subsidy removal an market educadn. 

.thó key policy settings- neciss.gy.for effective management of our forests arc'fcw and 

1. The ongoing subi&thi,g  of wood pitdncdon*Om native forests shoul4 be abandoned 
In 'favour of ensuring the use of plantations for wood supply. 

I Plantationi are mush nore productive in terms of müs 'of usable .wod produced per 
hectare per year compared to native forest that is is winecessaxy and costly to attempt to 
establish connzcll1y viable management regincs for wood supply from nativç forests. 

FluieS réleasC4 by the Victorian Dqaznt of Conservation and Environment (PCB) on, 
the' first report on native (cast logging opautioni on 	tnn1snd, slow that native'foxests' 
are logged naloss. ConVersely'S same figwta show. that DCE's softwood plantations, 
run at a healthy profit. .(CommErcM& AccoUnti for the State Hardwood Forests and 
Softwood P!anzations;'DCE, June 1994 Ferguson LLand Houghton LA.) 

'2. .Plaxitations, harvested at economically optimal. ages of 12 to 22 yeaxs of 'age, are S  
tcchnically and economically more Etuacuvc to pulprnills as a source of both Softwood and, 
hardwood fibre. This is especially,true for new mills using rno4ern iogy. 
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• • 	Judy (lnrfr  (Ti's F,ugsrefor nailve ForatLoggM ln4usfralia, 1992) predicts that Auafrslia 
can be totally self sufficient in the production of paper ffbre:by 1995, using only softwood 

	

• 	and hardwood plantion pulpwood, residues from plantation based sawmills and increased 
• 	

•: 

	

• 	The ability to exploit gainS in both volume andqualiry yield through technological advances 
of plantaton matoSI is essential to maintain.a produdtivily advantage and thus economic 

• viability. Coñvenely native forest woodchip supplier can only retain competition by 
relying more and morton public subsidies. This is coxnzy to Federal goveniment policy 

• in all othdindusty SWXL •• •• 

• 3 Softwood.tirnber, baxvested from plantations aged 25 io40 years, is èapable of 
subethudng fOr the vast majority of uses cuntfltly met from nativd1orests logging. 

In South Australia, £r instance which has no native.forest logging industy, 9 1 % ofali 
dSbS consumed, in .the,bld1ng and consttction industy is softwoods from plantations. 
In Tnznnnia and Wegtezn Australi,the figUre is only ab9ut 31% and 20% respebtively. 

• (clark..1992) 	. 	. 	 . 

Supply and. quality considerations will cosine that softwoods enjoy a growing rice 
advantage over hardwoods in the ton auction market, making It cheaper and casi& to build 

• 	a house out 'Of softwoot This is thearea where real social benefit can be deliveredto 
• ordinary AusSlans by a national forest policy. . 	• 	: 

The continued use of native , forest:for woodchip.producdon oriented to the Capon pulp 
market Is' not economically feasible anywhere tithe Australian mainland 88.1he Umber 
nsqutce simply does not exist. (RAC. Foiw and Timber Inquiry. Final Report. 1992. pill). 

4. Native forests should be managed to maintain their nature.conservation.value. Apart 
from the obvious environmental and social values of themainvenañce of the native forest 
estam.they also Eepreaent avery important ecogmic itsourte even when not 'doye4 for 

es. wood valu 	 1. 	 . .• 	. 	. 
Firstly; tourism Is a most appropriattconmiercial use of 'multiple us& native forests when 
it is designed to be conwadblc  with nAture conservation. It is also the most effective, 

• employer of low and sen-skilled people in rembre areas (where thà need is weatest) and 
the mostqfficiS earnaofloreignexchange. 	.. . ... . 	 . . 

• Séccndly.S a recent sSy COUIUdBSIOned by the Victor an Minist forWaror Resothves it 
wad shown that the economic value of water prodUcon from native forests has been. 
considerably impacted upon by logging, which reduced catchinent satan flow by as much 
as 50%. It was fØund that a totAlcessation to logging In MelbOurne Thomson Catchment. 
will have sigfliflcantbenefIts for Melbourne waxer supply relative to the status quo with a 
net reseflt value of $147 million over current armngeitenta (Evaluation of  the Economic 
values of Wood and Water Outputs for 'thEThomson Cazchrnent, 1992, Read Sturgess and 
Associates) 

• 	•• 	,• 	• 	 • 	•• 	• 	 • 	 • 	
• 



• 	RUG27 92 15:13 -- S'rTh . 	 • 

• 	 . 	 :. 	 •. 	 .•• 

	

• 	 Thdlyihi roie of forests and all forS of nadve.vegetathon in maintenance of soil and 

	

- 	•. 	water values has always been well known. Unfpitunately, the costs of native vegetation 
• • loss 8nd degradation in tenis of soil erOsion, saliñitye flooding aM drought are only now 

bàing fully appreciated by national decision-makers. The National Plantatioii Avisory 
Coznniittce conürmed that furtha clearing was wmecesaazy as here is abwidant land.• •  
avlAh!t for planmtions. 	.• 	 •• 	•• 	•: 	 . 

5. NatIve foivsts are a vital component Of Ausu$ 1as. biodiversity and it is extremely 
• 	unporrant that they. and our other remaining natural vegetation types axe managed to 

maintain theixbiIversity 

Ausfllla.alIeadY has a poor ±ecord in protecting its plants, and anixñals. from extinction. 
• 

	

	The .mpre fragile arid 'and semi-arid ecosystems have already suffefld the worst but it is 
important to appiciato that, .11 present tends of forest desnction and degradation 

• 	

coEEO!

d, native forests wfll also' lo the Capacity to sustain populndonsofanixals and 

	

• 	. 	plThis iaØitady tnze of drier foreststnd woodland! which have borne the brunt of 
e for lettlement Large scale wOodcbipping operatibns'have now extended that 

threat to all forest types... 	•. 	•'• 	• 	•' 

It is vital that woodchipping be abandoned as an un5usthin*Me use of naflve forests and a 
use whichis inconsistent withSnagementfor neLlie consvadon. 

• SrniIarly,. strong wilderness legislation, threatened species legislation and a'biodiversi!y 
aategy ate needed as a matter of urgency to ensure, that. goVernment resources can be 
efffively targeted to arresting' Aüstrali&s shameful record on species extinCtion and 
recovery of threatened gpeckt. 	•.•••.• 

	

p 	. ; The Draft Policy fundarnen tally fails to address biodiversity protection with consezvation 
• . . goals being qualified and voluntary, environmentalproteconrneasures givenno.áorkable 

• 	frameworks ortimelinea and; no Commitment exists for the immediate protection of old 
• growth. wilderness and high cOnservation value forests. 	 .. 

As RAt says "It is not feasible to log old growth, forests...; and yet retai!i their. full 
complement of old. growth auributes and' pines.,.. Logging of old growth forests 

	

• . 	. 	potentially violate the precautionary principle of sustainabledevelopuient... the values 
• 	•, associate4 with pristine attributes cannot be replaced? (RAC, Final Report 

'6. The people of SusSia want all their native forests protected, and they want wood and 
• paper products as 4welL The draft National Ftst Policy. d eats both these purposes.: 

• • It is no longer necessary to•lôg any native forests. . Completh self sufficiency in both the 
sawn timber and pulp and paper sectors can be achieved, solely from plantatoü resource. 

	

• 	• • 	•. 	
•• by.  1995 at the lateot(Oark 192) 	•• 	• 	• • • 	• 	• . . • • •• 

• 	 • 
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In awn mi, the move fotward for a NaSa1 Forest Policy must'address The fundamental.:. 

BSUCS raised above. 	. 	.,.. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. . . 	. 	.. 

It n 	to iflen 	to, first principles Which woul4 be refle ted by a two-pronged 
ach.wadauOflalfOre3t6fllW 	. •. 1''. :' 

'1. A NaUVé FoitstPxocdon policy which will proict all the biodiversity, wi derness and 
aesthetic qualides of Australia's remainizig áaUye forests. It would include the immediate 
cessation of logging in high. conservation forests, the identification of areas requiring 
fuxthE swdy ov which inoraSa would apply and the Umetable fot.the evenwal tranMtion 
amniogag to alternthvOplStMfiQflSOWCeS.  

:2. 	 donSuategyb 4o 	ga 	 tatonsonakeady 
cleared land. Ths'can also encompass propammes aimed at land regeneration eg one 
billion tees. 	'. 	' . 	. 	... 	. 	:'•' . 	. 	. 	. 

Such.an approach wâuld provide fçr job pnih, meet Manila's Snbeè needs and 
.
protect 

Australia's 'unique native forest'netitagc. 	. 	. 	' 	. 	. 	. .. 

Without, these substintial changes in the direction of government policy ic can have ri 

confidencemthCOUttOttW 	.• 	,' 	. ... 	. . 	' 

YIOM sincerely . 	. 	'• 	.: 	. ".. ' 	" : 

Patriciacaswell • 	. 	 ..
, 	. 	.. 

Exxudve DkW':' 
Australian COnServatiOn Foundation  

Karen 	Jurd . 	
•. 	.H, ,' 	' 	,. 

_ 	 • 	., 	' 	' 	. 	., 	. 

$g.•.'. 	': 	'• 	.., 	. 	. 	. Vutt  

Tasmanian Conservation Trus  
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NEW SC4Jfll WALES 

MINISTER FOR. 
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 

2023 

Mr F M C. Scarf 
Convenor/Director 
Earth Repair Foundation 
P0 Box 15 
HAZELBROOK NSW 2779 

Dear Mr Scarf 

I refer to your letter of 22 October to the Premier which has been forwarded to 
me for my consideration. 

Your concerns about protecting old growth forests are noted. The Government 
shares your concern, but also recognises that much has been done, and is 
being done, to ensure that significant areas are protected in reserves and other 
undisturbed areas. 

Regarding the extent of forest remaining in NSW, I am advised that forests 
cover about 15 million hectares, or nearly 20% of NSW. It is therefore not 
feasible that only 4% of the origjnajor t.cover.semains. Furthermore, as 
described below;'ãiiFi1flcmit'aWi the remaining forestis already protected. 

As you correctly point out, the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) has 
been endorsed by the NSW Government and providS a national approach to 
the management of Australia's forests. The NFPS does not calf for an 
immediate halt to all logging of old growth forests. However, it does set out an 
agreed policy framework to both conserve the biodiversity of native forests and 
to provide for wood production and industry development based on the 
ecologically sustainable use of native forests, and the development of 
plantations. 

The Government is well aware of its obligations under the NFPSto provide a U 101  
comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system, and to manage VS3 '  
production forests outside the reserve system in an ecologically sustainable 	Ct 

männqr to meet timber supply objectives. The Government's forest polióy must 
accommodate both objectives, and these are being considered and met 
through its rigorous program of environmental impact statements (EIS5). 

Level 3 Siale Office Block.Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 21)01) 
I'hone (02) 228 3688 Fax (02) 228 3801 
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You should appreciate that the objective to provide an adequate and 
representative system of old growth forest reserves already has a strong base 
to develop from. An extensive network of national parks and nature reserves 
will continue to provide a significant reserve for maintenance of flora and fauna 
diversity. On any reasonable definition of old growth forest the majority of 
forests in national parks are substantially unlogged and contain over two million 
hectares (nearly 60%) of the nearly four million hectares of old growth forest 
estimated to remain on publicly owned lands managed by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS), State Forests and water supply autho!ities. 

Logging is proposed on less than 10% of these publicly owned old growth 
forests, and within these areas proposed for logging, decisions on whether to 
manage areas for long term timber production or to add them to the reserve. 
system will be made after full consideration of reservation needs and socio-
economic consequences. This will be done via the EIS program set out in the 
Timber Industry (Interim) Protection Act and in accordance with the 
En vironmental Planning andAssessment Act Each ElS will be determined 
independently by the Department of Planning after input by the NPWS on 
conservation requirements, fauna impact and compliante with the Endangered 
Fauna (Interim Protection) Act 

These processes will ensure that the NFPS requirement to adequately survey 
old growth forests ahead of logging Will be met. It is likely that conservation 
areas will be expanded as a result of the EIS process. 

Regarding your concern about destruction of whple ecosystems, it isnot correct 
to equate 'clearfelling' with 'selective' logging. Clearfelling is not carried out 
over broad areas in NSW. In selectively logged forests significant conservation 
values are maintained by retaining healthy, growing trees, wildlife habitat trees, 
areas of undisturbed forests, and streamside and wildlife corridors. The 
resulting variable age, mixed age and mature forests that developover time on 
managed State forests supplement reserves in National Parks by extending 
ecological and habitat diversity. 

Your proposals for employment programs are noted. It needs to be recognised 
that the timber industry in NSW (hardwood and softwood) directly employs 
about 10 000 people in primary processing alone. The sustained yield strategy 
for native forests will depend, for at least the next 20 years 1  on continuing 
access to "old growth" forests, until yields can be fully sustained from trees 
grown to maturity in previously logged areas. Operations in old growth forest 
currently provide about 50% of the sawlog yield from indigenous State forests. 
Immediate cessation of all old growth logging would have massive employment 
and social consequences for towns dependent on the hardwood timber 
industry. 

Your letter refers to the potential role of plantations in meeting the State's 
timber needs. However, there should be no unrealistic expectations of what the 
present plantation resource can provide, or what can be practically achieved by 
expanding the plantation program. State Forests has played a major role in 
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plantation development for at least 40 years and has established larger areas 
of conifer and eucalypt plantations than any other State in Australia. State 
Forests is th!refore well qualified to evaluate the potential role of plantations in 
meeting the State's timber needs. Neither existing nor propoSed plantations 
are capable of replacing the shortfall that would result from immediate 
cessation of all old growth logging. 

The purpose of establishing plantations in NSW has not been to replace timber 
harvesting in native forests, but rather to replace softwood imports which were, 
and stillare, supplying over 40% of sawn timber used in NSW. A sebondary 
purpose was.to  supplement declining yields from private native forests and. 
from public native forests when planhed reductions to sustainable levels are 
being implemented. 

The Government supports your promotion of tree planting; and récognises the 
many benefits of re-establishing tree cover on cleared agricultural lands. The 
ultimate viability of plàntátions grown for wood production will depend on 
markets and financial returns. Nevertheless, the Government is spending $2 
million this financial year on eucalypt plantation establishm'eni, inOluding joint 
venture agreements petween State Forests and landholders to encourage 
afforestation of private lands. 

This Government is vitally concerned about establishing the balance between 
preservation and development, and your concerns on these matters are 
apprebiated. 

Yours sincerely 

Wendy Seàkold 
SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR (FoREStRY) 
for George Souris M! 

ifi2(a$ 



;o4dW0 	nrMrr-I wuuuz, Ii. r. 

MIN!S1U FOR CONSERVATiON 
AND LAND MANAO8MINT 

AND 
MINISTER VON ENERGY 

FEB ¶993 
- 	TheMon.tKeily,MP. 
- 	Mütlaw(ortheM&SpOdt the.&*g*mcni 
• 	and tethtoñga 	 -. 
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.1 ides to Yom recent Inn regazt pecposd a dons under the Nationl Irut Policy 
Sum OWPfl 

You should be aware thss.thc New South Wiles Oovenuurn has aliSy akr Sdo w 
avoW. as (vu possible, activMs withth these area of oW.grnwt font or wilderness 
that axe likely to have high conrSoa value, pending envLronmsnl wewnnu. This 
acdoe Is csbodied in she ThSS M4nasr (IaSm Protection) Act, specifically 
Sd'cdgin £ sad2 of the Mi, wt -' moratorium on scthldoa witbia acainted 
areas pSiagmp2edoa S dsiln.'ofl of eavircemc.utaI lipect nmawt 

I do tmpiepow to nqoS Its 'nhI  v the list of 	 which you have advanced but 
retet you to the two Timber InduSy Cns&kn Prosedort) Act Schedules, sad the 
mac$4 mapa,Wusnflag those at Iavolvs. - 	- 

Beyqod 

 

the was coatuleed S the SchedaS you will be aware than compahmive 
jaW re1oS nn"nt has be. compleS In to South Out Poresu 1  leSlag to an 
IjftemCet bete IS CommoaaAkh and Now South Wales on a tesers system and 

to bepa in pin This process MW meets the sequlmmenu of the 
NPPI 

EaVINnMeAI&1 Impact utsiernena Mvg been pnpaS and exhibited for S Mt. Royal. 
Wlnghvn. Donip and Okn Thin management areas. as ICq&ed Sr S Thbet 
tadusixy (tatim Prosecdoft) M,g,d when determined operation will proceed In 
.ceordsncg with those detwnthdo,s This proceu of assessment to dewmISon 
mectathe requlzesnuoftheflfft. 
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I should paint out that the list you have provided contains urge area which, on any 
reasonable ev&uadon, do not cstiwse SeE old-growth forest or wilderness. One 
ábviouz example is Pilliga Stat Porest. an arcs of regmwth (ores', paviously settled and 
used (orsgñcultur& purposes, cn.enslvely roadedand subjtct to numerous cycles of 
Iwvatin& 

On an inidal anessment I esilmat that your list conmins about 1.4 mIllion hccwes of 
suL: The exclusion ofdmbstMtvesclng, beyond that already In place, would reSult in 

the annusi ausainable timber ykid from New South Wales Stat. (oreats bslng Mducad by 
52%. Yovrpoposedactionsveclenlyuñwanntod and mereiy.erv. to undemilne the 
collaboadve spirit betnen the Conimonwethh and the States which Is Umdal If the 
NFPS Is gging to be Implemons eftocdnly. You should be able w4pmclate that the 
ImpikadoM for rural economies, the Umber iñdusuy and dependent employment that 
flow tornt your implied sedans woyld be hoñendou. Such action is neither 
coawmplsS nor requls uMn ft #ma of the NFPS. 

Thus thirty 

GARRY WEST, MP 
MVWTZR POE CONSERVATION AND L4NDMANAGEMD4T 
ANDflNISrnpoavjnoy. 
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The Hon. Paul Keadng, 

ParlIament Hov,a • 	... 	..... 	
... 	 .: 	•' 	••• 

• I - Dyuur teaM lees 	ng the NitIUni Pornt 1!a114 StaWn%eM 	• 

odpal  V64 havo maked whether the, N SOUth Wales Government will fully., 
báTh eaibilshm.nt of the policy advfly bo4 a aped In Ut tifFS. IM 
whIth4 it will cQ2%tkuie suppOrt the NPPSI gafly Yoaiave also notvd. 

• that.fuids ha'bsaaa4@ fallible toth Mhuister for the Arts,SpOrt. the 
4irozinwnt afld .TeMtoña to aSst the States in the Seseinentof forests for 

corsenatiad nlut, Indudimg aid growth mM wUdemcs, under the NFfl. 

•. Mj'dc'&eznrnezu eiitorS4 theNFP3antbulithat it would pmvide a 
framm4à for cOnpultgkon bMwe the Stht and Ut. Cbrnntonwnith Cit 
lads tffecWg the cco1pgic$ly uflaJnable use and maflasemstt of fotet 
zesour4s. My Government will continu, to suppon the NEPS Wi the imdlUat 

I.. 

	

	 :tbg It fulAls this IUX%CUOL. ArwdJngly, 041 this COndIUQn the New SoUth 
Wales Guvernrnwit suppczt. the cetablishatni ci the polky adyleoty body as 

• . aØed indc the NPPS. This advisory body should provid. a wears 4oe. 
ata]ehójdn to onvy dish vMM op forntry at4 onnievation Wne.9 ft ... 
goyazunin within that coMuitatfve framework 

HOWeVçX, as you have iwtcd, there aresome nrs rerdlng the 
Cosim9nwealth's intEntloM with respsttc)theNWS. I share thea concent.. 

• an4suggt they Way thmnten the contil% u snppoit of my Gowrnnttt for the 
$&VS; b.pnuéulax, 	 & thpdipU and 

unuarS ciannerfti which the NM'5 his been inokMby yctir coUnguc, the 
• MIniste4, fcw;Ans, Sport, the &tvlropment and Terzttoriesbt Set tm4Ød  lefla' 
• tt4y WnlMstal .cclleagua t am advlad by my colleague the,MInsMsfor 

Cozserfltlort and I 	Mána&emesft, the Hon St West, 147, that your,  
Mtzd.taj's request for a mnratLQrn on wood prnduc ken activl*ia in ateas she 

• cQntfld htvsa high anwvation value would aSet sqrn.. 1.4 milIlonhectsres 
of rpnstIn. Iiew South Wales, rasulting in a 52% reductiot In the auttual 

• StalnoMe ibS yield tiqt State Sn1 Nt would have wtaaeptsble. 
tvnseQt$cn for the Unber Industry and naJ eanopda 

uw toot brRr onws bLucx. navarnn$y4ay W20r &USThAUA a an sz tax m WI 
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PwThn, I amt advised by my ctfleague te MMinter for the Environsunti the !bL .0 Hastd r.MP,, thai the list 01 aráa.Of forests likely to have 1 
• •• . . eOnseivauom vMuiold wowth cr wfld*nuao Is misleading and ovens 

regitte reqfranat. Par Smp1ei uadvled that pevenl otdwlreu:. . 
• tnøt4ed Mn already been cftMhwcf by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife. 

Ssrvl4 For wlldqmesg values and have baa kus to be wisultable for 
dacleudon as wilderness. 

H ••. 	.. 	. 	 . 

Atcordlngly, my Cuvernment oeeks elqfflatMn (ran the Commonwealth an 
is the NflS objecflvee dealing with tht p'rcteSon of old 

You à11 be aware that NSW ahead7 .hai In place ineagu nu to ensure th e  wat.San of 
 

the c9r4qflofl 	 inclMdJnjold twdt and. 
WILdSMIR yahaM. Inpank4 thTjmbw duyilIm9ctjonj Act • 	: 11 $Mesam 

1 
New 

99e Old Growth .Pàtest Strategy endthg the . Ø$4tlon and deffiatjnof envlrwunernal Impact staternean CETS) Qndn the En?ltonmezltal Pisniung and Auanmng jQ 1979. 

This Aht also etliadq, logging from vddnnsn nomination oreas which had nut pSo4aiy been the subject elan 1315 Pwthsr, the Wtldcrncn Mi 2987 pro'1d 
WI1dWIWU vii and J$W is 

InvOlved In the aJssYnszQ of a number of Wilderness nomiaadon 
• 	.:. 	. 	. 	r 	. 	. 	.... 	. •. 	. 	. 	. . 	. 	. . 

Yo will sl be aware that the NIPS contemplaes the aredititlon of State 
PTCeSeS Wide thi Intng*verntneiunj Agreement on the &tvlronatant GAB) md Utit the CcnuflowaLth Is to give fuiffaith and cndlt to the results ci 
accre4lsed State proctess when scercising Its own rnponslhlitie, under the 

Aca*dJy,aa a mue of urgeacy, my Government aeths awaE smt by iS 
Cemcwa4th-uMer the IGAR.f thaS*si envfrozunntnl anueont 
proteins provided for under the Timber Industry Ontnim WoseSan) Act 1991 
and, thejWlidawa Act 1987 for Thepurpo of the NPN 

Oft the natter of COflUnonwealth binding S assist the States in the a..'iiez;t 
f fares lot -coftwivition. imbes, my Govatmatt pp 	ig. itii&4e; With.. 

the Canawnweejth oa Sanding enneutens for forest asaagnats. However *Uth.arIngrin should not.pthcpi th o?de thpIetntgtjat.ot 12*; 
• NFPS. pUIafly FtutdI% afta flenls aheüld be made In the flhe gfc your . 
Governnwnfl conlde,atjn of th, a dftadjn Of the above mssWonqd State 
j*tCNIØ.. PUMzn,aa egnsd by govurnmejits under the NPPS, the 
comhtntØnn of any new nsemeflt prccm for the putpoesg dthe fqpp$ j• 
tnPftflge$LQ ujon the "tisfaCurY a$taCnt by the CornnQnwsa]th w4t3 
Satis criteria Lw the 1sssrjg of the conservation values of forests. 

• 	/ 	 • 	t. 	. 	••• 	. 	
"• 	••, 	••. 

• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	'• 	. 	• 	. 	• 	•• 	• 	. 	• 	•• 	• 	• 	• 	• 	• 
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- cwwNmw"/St;av Agteement an the South But PoSts In UwcqntaE Of thi. ?4I'$. ski you wilibe awaa this A&eeawn picvida for thi ded$àrla bymy 
• Gcernizet of 061rin 551 hectirs, of ccmjerya(to rest-yes over Statoksj • 

	

	az oth Crown land on the baMs olj]j reeWs of a Jodzu CimanwuftJfgt. •d siftfic repoa t the region. In retuat, your Oqvemment Is to provide tfl )ura Sscuthy aftu%goments an4 M41mITJ resbuctiftg aalstanw. 
• 	

lu tstss4 the Avwment has been Ut subject of officer lmv& negoUSon& • 	betvee the corns m 	ándNsby siW nyCuventm, a now ready to etbeAatM. 	Howner,jwae • 

	

	
t6 note that azeu ited for edviSn houi logging by yotw Athtkr • mc - areas. whjth had beet 4emrzs as aydlje for wOod prQdUCff Qfl : • 	 t the Agreenet. Thit thieaten5 the very basis of the Agreement and ris • . un er4hdng 

 

the cooperstivoitd CoàsuItattve spirit adopwd by both our • Goenpsua in negotiating theAr 	
H ••' • 	 : Co 

 

tlii ny Cvvmtnftt also 	gfippØ fr the Wnljt that the eaisgypjj pioêedurt and pmpotcad44 	Of • 	cozóia$q rey imdir 4e South tsar -POiNts Agreement .satisfNi the • • rreqwreaten:ts N the 
NPP$ for that region In (ems of the ecMb]fshrnof a .  0co$nprip,enye, adeapate and 

Iprcjgtjv sservaiiazt srs for pubitcjy • H Ow$d . growth bisis and Seats wlldernath, •. 	•• • 

yr 

'Yo4rg sLcereTy. 
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Hon. Ros Kelly M.P. 	 Phonic ((Ii) 277 T';3) 
• 	 * . 	F:tusiittile: ((uS) 27:t 4jfj1 

TheflonGSourisMp 
Minister for Landand Water Conserttion 
Parliament House 
SYDNEY 145W 2000 	 •3 MAY 1993 

Dr Minister 

I refer to the letter of 8 February 1993 from your predecessor, the Hon Carry \Vest NP, 
on the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

The survey and protection of old-growth forests and wilderness isa high priority under 
the NF1'S. The survey of these forests is a tint and important step in the process of 
estabhsrnng a comprehensive, adequate and representative forest reserve syaem (or 
these values by 1995 and 1998. as agreed under the NH'S. Ihetime required to sur\ cv 
forests for their old-growth Values will be considera.ble, and I am concenied that the 
surveys commence as soon as possible. 

I t'pect the joint ANZCC/AFC working group on reserve, criteria to shortly commence 
.vork on criteria for selecting old-growth reserves. However, given the need for public 
input into the process, it may not be possible for this work to be completed before the 
end of this year; Although I hope the criteria will be endorsed by Gove#nmen.ts as soon 
as possible thereafter, it is possible that this will not occur before the middle of 1994. If 
this is the case, and survey work is delayed until the reserve criteria are finalised, it will 
leave Governments only 18 months to undertake surveys, app(y the crlicria and select 
and gazette reserves, In order to meet the 1995 deadline. 

The undertaking of the surveys, and the knowledge gainedi will also be cssenrial for the 
devélopmern of a comprehensive, adequate and representative system of nature 
cunservatiun reserves in forests, and for the development of codes of practice and 
environmental prescriptions to meet the baseline environmental standards to be  
developed by the joint ANZECCJAYC sub-committee and working groups. 

The Victorian Department of Consenadon and Natural Resdurcs ([CNn) has recenii 
pioneered techniques to discriminate between areas of differing conservation-vulue, h> 
surveying forests for their age structure and level and type of disturbance, as well us 
for ulonstic commtinities. This methodology,- particularly when combined with rescanh 
on the h2bicac requirements of arboreaj mammals and other major forest dwelling 
animals, provides a good information base on which to select reserves and manage 
forests and Is endorsed by my portfolio. Commonwealth funding has been provided to 
Victoria to undertake survey work itho the Central Highlands region md proposals for 
Iurther surveys throughout the eastern forested region of Victoria, irnmediutelv across 
the borderirom the 145W Southeast forests are being considered. I am advised that the 
QeensIand Department of Primary Industry, Forest Sen'ice, and the Department of  
Environment and Heritage are also bringing forward proposals to jointly undertake 
surveys in the Queensland south-east region and the Stare's coastal and ranges fcres based Ofl this methodology. 	- 

I understand that the Victorian niethodology is also endorsed b the
nd Wildlife Service, and the NSW Department of Planning, and that n 

Deoartment of Conservation and Land bIanaernenc'j$jan'ntEv beiris' urnrwca 
* 
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Department to survey vegetation in the MurrayDarling Basin, using a very similar 
methodology. On this basis I hope you would consider giving your support to the 
undercaldng of old-growth studies in the north-east and southern forests of NSW u 
matter of some prionty. Adoption of similar methodology for surveys icross States 
should ensure that survey data is complementary, and the results comparabit, vhen 
management decisions on forests are made. 

As you may be aware, the decision of the N$W Minister for Planning to reject the Mt 
Royal ES. and to modify the Wingham ES, was based in parr on, the need for a sun'ey of 
old-growth forest. The determthation of the ,Winghani EIS included the requirement 
that a survey of the conservation value of old-growh.forest be undertaken. I am 
advised that a survey, using methodology developed by the NSW National Parks and 
Wkldlife Service as pan of the cooperative National Forest Inventory program, would 
adequately meet this requirement.. I would emphsise that the surveys will be gathering 
basic irti'onnacion on forests and will not duplicate or overtake the work of the joint 
ANZECC/APC working group on reserve criteria. 

With regard to the other points raised in Mr West's letter of 8 February 1993,  ! would 
émphasise that the list of areas accompanying thy1e'ter of 21 December 1992, was an 
interith list for cothient. and not intended to be final or pSscriptive. Your substantive 
comments on the areas listed, and advice on measures being taken to ensure the 
protection of those areas of high conservation value would therefore be appreciated, in 
this regard, I note that the Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Act (the TJ(IP) Act) 
which applies only to State forests, is currently being applied only to NE, NSW where 
State forests represent only 17% of the total forest estate, 'Nhile the schedules 	give 
adequate interim protection to forest under State forest teziure, it is important that 
surveys ofthe conservation value of forests cover a broader perspective, for exampic, 
areas under National Park, other crown tenures and private land. 

Finally, £ woulddraw your attention to the requirements, agreed ur.dcr thc'NPPS, iQr a 
£tudyto be considered 'comprehensive, and to the dEfinition of 'comprehensive, ztdequutc 
and representative"in relation to the nature conservation reserve system, The ICAE 
réquires.consultation with the Commonwealth, and'possible modification of processes, 
prior to studies being undertaken, If a State Government wishes a process to be 
acaedited. The 11(1?) Act process was not refei+ed to the C'ornmonwealtl, for 
accreditation, prior to its applicatioh, and therefore no opportunity was granted the 
Comnionwealthto examine the process to ensure it meets Cbmmonwealth obligations and 
legislation. 

I lookfcrward to working coopcntively with you on this Impbrtant mutwr. 

I have copied this letter to the Homi Paul 
Hon Michael Lee, Minister for Resources, 
}-lartcher, Minister for the Environment, 
Planning. 

Keating, Prime Minister of Autrztia and lhL 
and to your colleagues, the Hon Chris 

and the Hon Robert Webster, MirlisLer for 

Yours sincerely 

jfclt'j] 

ROS KELLY 

7,  
N 

N 
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Mr James Tedder 
Hon Secretary 
North Coast Environment Council Inc 
Pavarts Rd Grassy Head 
via STUARTS POINT NSW 2441 

Dear Mr Tedder 

Thank you for your letter 0128 July 1993 on the inp1ementatioti of the commitments 
made in the National Forest Policy Statement (NF1'S). 

As you are aware, the NFPS, signed by all Governments, except Tasmania(c,ommjts 
State and Territory Governments and their forest management agencies to the 
Assessment of forests for conservation values, including old-growth and wilderness 
values. Most iMportantly, while assessments are being undertaken, forest 
management agencies are to avoid activities that may significantly affect those areas 
of old-growth forest or wilderness likely to have high conservation value. The 
Governments agreed that, conditional on satisfactory agreement on criteria for old-
growth and wilderness by the Commonwealth and the States, a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative system to protect old-growth forest and wilderness values 
will be in place by the end of 1995. 

Following the signing of the NFPS, I wrote to the relevant State Ministers, 
emphasising the importance of developing a comprehensive; adequate and 
representative system of reserves, including reserves to protect old-growth forest and 
wilderness and stressed the need to exclude wood production from areas likely to 
have such value pending the reserve system being put in place. 

On 31 May 1993 Ireiterated my concerns to the Hon George Souris MP, emphasising 
the importance of undertaking assessments for old-growth forests and wilderness. I 
have not received a reply to this letter to date. 

I am keen to cnsure that as far as possible the commitments of the NFPS are 
implemcnted. The Commonwealth will be working cooperatively with the States to 
achieve this. 

The Joint Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Councjl/ 
Australian Forestry Council NDI'S Implementation Sub-comnittee established to 
oversee the implementation of the NFPS met initially on 9 June 1993 and established 
the Technical Working Groups to determine criteria for a comprehensive, adequate 
and representative system of reserves in forests, and baseline environmental standards 
for forest use and management. 

The Technical Working Group established to develop criteria for the forest reserve 
system has met twice to date and I understand the group is making substantial 
progress. I am informed that the draft criteria should be finalised by the end of 1993, 
for the consideration of Governments. 

Parflanient_House,Canberra, ACT 2690. Telcphnnc 06277  7610 Facsimile 06 2714130 
AujIr,lj 	madc 	ioo 	tr 	enI 	rveyc)ed 
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At the recent meeting of the NF1'S Implementation Sub-committee it was agreed that 
the criteria developed by the Technical Working Group on reserve criteria should be 
refereed initially by a group of internationally renowned scientists. Following this 
process the Subcommittee will consider whether the criteria should then be made 
available for public comment. I would support public review of the criteria to ensure 
that they adequately meet public expectations. 

Yours sincerely 

ROS KELLY 



H. 
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Hon Ros }1  

s:. 
The Hon Chris Hartchir MP 
Minister for the Environment 
Level 20 Westfield Tower 

• 	100 WIlilam Street 
EASTSYDNEY NSW 2011 

Dear Minister 

Thank you for your letter of 18 May 1993 concerning the implementation of the 
National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS) and for the copy at the NSW Premler% 
letter to the Prime Minister concerning the same issue. 

The Premier In his lefter to the Prime Minister; sought fuither clarilieation of the 
Commonwealth's interttions regarding old growth and wUdemess forests. The 
Prime M3nisters response indicated that it was the Commonwealt h'sinter,tion to 
pursue the survey and protection of these high conservation value forests in a 
w-operaUve manner and through the agreed consultative processes. i concur 
with this approach. To this end I expect the Joint ANZECC/AFC NFPS 
Implementation Sub-Committee to facilitate an appropriate conSultative 
framework. 	- 

The Commonwealth Government has set aside significant funds to assist States 
and Territories In the implementation of NFPS initiatives. To date, and as noted. 
in your letter, P48W has not responded to this off GT. I appreciate that cdnsultation 
with your colleagues on these matters is necessary, however, I am concerned to 
ensure that the tirneilnes agreed to in the NF1'S are met. Given that the NFPS 
Identifies a 1995 deadline for the implementation of old growth and wilderness 
policy Initiatives, I would welcome substantive assessment proposals from P45W. 

The indlcadva list accompanying my letter of December 1992 was intended to be 
a flrt step in an ongoing consultative process to assist in the identification of 
areas which Governments could agree should be surveyed and assessed, Your 
advice on whether the List appropriatay reflects areas of high conservatjor' values 
would therefore be valuable. I remain hopeful that we can jolnily progress what 
is an agreed poflcy prioñty under the P'JFPS. 

I have recently received considerable correspondence about fdrestry operations 
16 Nalbaugh State Forest and the Deua wilderness, expressing concern over 
what is perceived to be lack of action at both the Commonwealth and State level 
in implementing the conservation initiatives of the NF1'S. In order to assist me ic 
respond accurately to these concerns, your advice on meaures being taken cv 
the NBW Government woufd be appreciated. I. would be Pafliculny QratetuI.!c' 

Prhlametet Iioinc. Qanbar3. ACT 2. TilenflOije 06277 7640 F9Lm3Ic CD 273 4130 *0• 	'00 	e, 
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Intormallon on current management practiceS applying to the Nalbaugh and 

I 	

Deua areas, and how these serQG to protect the high conservation v&ue that 

have been idenUfad jn jhe reglofl. 	. 

• 	 I haveP 
this letter to your colleagueS the Hon Robert webster. and the Hon 

• 	. 	
George Souds for thGiriflt0rm0m 	. . 

yours sincerely 	 . . 	• 	• . 	
. 

•.• ROS KELLY 
 

Cea Officer 	Nison Mcc*or 	
e 

Contact Officer 	Jennie Ludlow 
2741319 

TelephoflO • . 	
.  

/ 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
National Forast Policy 

8mntnr COULTEWMy qutetlun Is 
directed to Use Minister I'eP1lZtIfl the 
Minister for the Envitvumozst, Sport and 
Territories, fly way at preamble, I point out 
that the national forest policy agreed to by the 
Commonwealth and all the states, with the 
exception of Tasmania, undertakes to 'avoid 
activities which may significantly affect those 
areas of old.growtli Ibreat or wildernees that 
are likely to have high conservation value'. 
Minister Kelly has sent an indicative list of 
areas which required intorini protection until 
the resorvo syatoni was esusblwhod to each 
sLate. The list Included the Naibaugb SUiIjc, 
Forest In Now South Wales. Given that the 
minister ooSden the Nalbaugh State Forest 
to be of high conservation value, what Is she 
doing to prevent Its destruction by the Now 
South Wales Forestiy Commission, in 
complete deflanoo of the agreed jnational 
forest policy? Sndly, does the goveniment 
put inperation with recalcitrant state 
governments ahead of Implementation of Its 
own policy? 

SniaMr SOIIACIL'lt.Qsi 22 December 1002 
Minister Kelly wrote to the relevant New 
South Wales mlnlstcn,, outlining action 
noomary to Inset the consenatiou Initiatives 
of tho national forest policy statement, Sho 
specifically noted the commitment to avoid 
activities in siena likely to have a high 
oon.eavathon value, pending assessment at 
these areas for determination agalnot agmed 
reserve selection criteria and advised Unit 
funding asaistanoe for assessments of old' 
grewlis Ibreets and wilderness was available 
from the Commouwocütb. Attached to her 
letter was a list of areas, Including the 
Nalbaugh Stats Forest, that warranted 
consideration by the New South Wales 
government In light of the NFP8 esnserval,ioi. 
policies. 

On 31 May 1998 Mrs Kefly wrote to the 
New South Wales Minister for Land and 
Water Consersdon seeking support for old' 
growth studios In New South Wales as a 
matter of priority. To date, no reply has boon 
received. She shares the community's concern 
that the NYPS commitments are honoured by 
nl,gnatoiy governments. However 1  we muot 
emphasise that the national forest polIcy ft. cm  

joint Conummcaiwoolth-etatu policy otatemant 
end its Implementation th'pondy on the 
wiliiimgiscts of stale govornmonth who huvo 
signed the policy to give officE of its 
Intentions. 'JO this and, Mrs Kelly law 
rnquueled Information from the New South 
Wales Minister for the Environment on how 
current ibrust managfllnitht jintuticus upplylug 
to the Naibaugh and flewar areas servo to 
protect the high conservation values thut have 
boon identified In the region. She has also 
written to the Commonwealth MInIttsr for 
Reaourtni, given his neyoneibllii.hia for export 
approvais, regarding the Nalbaugh apeSl 
prnicriptàua area ui,d the consurvation 
initiatives of the NF1'S. 

RECEIUEt, FROM as 2773302 
	

09.28.1993 	?i'l 
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Waste Crisis Networ 
A COALITION OF NSW COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT GROUPS 

39 GEORGE STREET SYDNEY P43W 2000 Ph (02)247 4206 Pax(02)247 5945 

WARNING Media Release WARNING 
Sunday 19 September 1993 

A Dozen Waste Burners for Sydney by 2000 
Conservationists have issued a warning today that Sydney may be cob-webbed by a 
network of a dozen or more waste incinerators by the turn-of-the-century if the State 
Government continues with its current waste strategy. 

The warning comes in response to the tabling in Parliament of the report of the Joint Select 
Committee upon Waste Management. 

"The Government-chaired-and-dominated-committee has essentially 'rubber-stamped' 
the Government's preferred policies" said Peter flopper, spokesperson for the Nature 
Conservation Council's Waste Crisis Network. 
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• FAX TO: Sue Salmon, National Campaigner,  
• Australian Conservation Foundation. 

• 	 . 	 Paul Browne, Greenpeace. 
Dr Judy Messer, Chairperson,. Nature Conservation Council. 

Tom McLoughlin, NSW CaMpaign Officer, •... 

- . The Wilderness Society. 
Anne Reeves, Président, 

• 	
. 	 National Parks Associajon of NSW.. 

John Corkili, Co-ordinator North East: Forest Alliance. 

	

SW Walker, SOuthEast Forest Alliance. . 	 . 

y 	/. 	 .• 	 - 	IJRGENT 	. . 	 . . 

	

FROM; JEFF ANGEL. . 	 . 

MESSAGE: . PLEASE REPLY IF OK RE SIGNING LETTER BELOW. 
TO ALP AND INDEPENDENTS BELOW BY MONDAY MORNING '•• 

[Similar letter to NSW Government] 	. .. 	 . . 	 . .. 

18'October 19j .. iZl pk3 ah:x" 	..

ous 

Dear .  Mr irr> 	 '-45 c#%tUtt1 S1 

Censure Motion on National Forest Polic 9 cI. rKcc a,-ecD 4 
understand that Clover Moore MP intends to introd 	a 'cànthre 

motion of the Premier of NSW and Ministers for Environmen 	d• L.aridh8S6n-c04 
7 	and Water conservation for.failing to adhere to and, implement t 
f . . 	conservation principles and mechanisms at the National Forest Pal cy 

Statement [NF1'S] in the old growth and wilderness forests of 'NS 	 4 
We urge that you support the motion.. 	 , . 	.. 	

. 

For many months we.have attempted to dbtain impleMentation of t e , 
NFPS- from the. NSW Government . 	 . 	 . 	 . 

sws a r 	 09 	should b Pla !7on hi 

Unless urgent action is taken to impiemeèit the oonservation . " . .. 
methanisms of the'NFPS, then by the time 1995 arrives, there will be 
little high conservation value forest left: Every day it is being 
targeted by State Forests for logging.  

None of the excuses proffered by the Státe Government for its 
inaction are valid or credible. 	

. 	 . , .. 	 • ': ' 

There is overwhelming evidence from. the! National Forest Policy itself, 
Commonwealth and State wrrespondence, INSW Els determinations, and 
scientific áriticism of the south eat decièioh to suppor , our view. 



Glass 

Most of the old glass you sec aside for 

recycling will end up as new glass contain-
ers. AC, Australia's main glass container 
manutacrurer, says on average glass sold in 

Australia contains 35% 'cutlet' - the term 
used for crushed recycled glass. 

It says every glass horde contains 
some recycled glass. In NSW, on average 
a battle contains 35% glass from old 
bottles, plus 20% in-house recycled 
glass. In to  years time recycled content  

could be as high as 90%. It's more en-

e rgy-efficient to use old glass to make 
new - with potential savings of 20% to 

55% when comparing manufacture us-
ing 100% cullet to 1000% virgin raw 

materials. 
To prepare it For use in gla ss making, 

Cu lIe t ni ust he met cu ansI y clean • so it 
goes through a lengthy decontaminating 
process. Magnets remove ferrous mate-
rial, obvious waste is manually removed, 
suction removes lightweight waste, met-
al detectors remove metal, and the result-

ing mass is crushed. 
Recycled glass nay also end up as a 

portion of fibreglass and some flat  glass. 

Plastics 

The very small proportion of household 
waste plastic that is recycled ends up in a 
variety of items icieluditig dra iclage pipes, 
garbage and compost bins, fibre for car-
pet and plant pocs. The recovery rate for 
total household plastics - the majority 
of plastic waste - is 2.3% according to 
the Plastics Industry ,Assoccatioii (NA); at 

50 11 , industry and coin me rcia I waste re-
covery is much more significant. 

lhe I'l\ puhhslies a plastics recycling 
register which, as well as listing reeyelers 

around Australia, also has an extensive 
directory of companies selling recycled 
products - fromii briefcases to soft ties 
for plants. You can contact the Pl.A on 

(03) 654 2199. 
Recovering and recycling what's 

called 'post-consumer' plastic waste is 
fraught with difficulty. Although there 
are some uses for mixed plastics, most 
recycling uses dent-acid careful sorting 
and cleaning. Sorting is labour intensive 
and therefore expensive. The economics 
of collecting are hampered by the relative 
bulk compared to weight, which affects 

the price obtainable - in other words, 
it's frustrating for a collector to spend 
time and motley carting round a truck' 
load of plastic when at the end of the 
on riley, perhaps a processing plant, it 

will not be paid much for the goods. 
Most post-consumer plastics recycling in 

Australia centres on PET and HOPE. 

PET 
Many plastic soft drink bottles are PET 

(polyethylene tereph(halate) - look out 
for the dimpled base in particular. Most 
PET bottles that do find their way to a 

recycling plant are reincarnated as PET 
bottles again, but not for food - their 

use is restricted to containing household 
cleaners and the like. This is because of 
fears of contamination. 

After bottles have been collected they  
are crushed and baled and transported to 
the recycling facility. There they are de-
baled, band-sorted acid granulated 
(chopped up). Paper and dust are reiic,ved, 
the PET is washed, rinsed, dried and trans-
formed into pellets which are used to make 
PET items such as bottles or exported for 
other uses such as carpet fibre. 

ACI, a PET bottle manufacturer, says 
22% of PET bottles are now recycled. its 
recycling operation has been going for 
20 ii, iiith. 
I- II) I' E. 
.lilk b,,ttles .inl JLIIcC h0ldCS ii:ice i_it 

I 11,11 ire rc'cicl niH' pri)utict i:ca .11 

.ittri'nlmiir.il Jr.tm.1gc ii11e aiid 
ui'l ow pi-.i Inn', i 'i ' ,in 	'.ni ilcniic 

hiicle 	vhicli cniiLiii  dcivr- 
It. lile:ieli intl tlinrecm.iit. in the 

other li:ciitl, are less desirable hecaue 
often they have lids made of a different 
type of plastic. 

One HDI'E reeyeler we spoke to said 
it was stockpiling 40% of its recycled 
granules because it couldn't get a worth-

while price just now. 

Aluminium cans 

According to Comalco, one of the lead-
ing aluminium sheet producers, there's a 

strong chance portions of the original 
aluminium cans which were introduced 
in 1969 are still in circulation. This is 
because there's no limit to the number of 
times aluminium can be recycled. 

Comalco is the only company in Aus-
tralia to melt down old cans to make new 
ones. When the cans are melted, the Lac-
quer amid paint combine with other trace 
substances to form what's called flag on 
cop of the pure aluminium, which can 
then be remitoved. Coinaleo sells its coiled 
sheets to can manufacturers. Other com-
panies recycle cans into garden furniture, 

lawnmower parts and so on. 
About 60% of aluminium beverage 

cans are recycled, so although it probably 
doesn't indicate on the package. the cans 
for sale in retail outlets would contain a 
fair proportion of recycled aluminium. 

en pumped onto a conveyer belt mesh. 
ost of the vater drains through the 
esh, and the pulp goes through a series 
presses and dryers to remo'e the rest. 
There's no faciliry for recycling news-

iper back into newspapers yet in .Aus 
alia, though Australian Newsprint 
bUs began constructing a dc.inking 
ailt in Albury earlier this year. Its 
-heduled to open in December and is 

(pected to handle 65 000 tonnes of 
asce paper in its first year and 130 000 

y 1996. It w ill use newspapers and 

tagazines and produce newsprinr. 
About a third of the 2.8 million 

nncs o f paper used each year in Aus-

al ia is recycled. 

2.8 million tonnes of paper 
used in Australia 

....... 

	

cnillii,n 	ill) t)Ot) cocilies 

	

... iiI.il)lt' 	liii .i.',iIl,ilili 

Inc IL'CyCIiitg 	Hit (CL',t hug. 

_-+---

books, files, 
ar chives, tissues. 
some packaig 

900 000 tonnes 
is recycled 

Majority is recycledinto packaging 

Some recycled i nto  writing paper 

and tissue products 

At present none is recycled 
into newsprint 
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H 	 . 	 H.. 
The commonwealth has madeseveral attthnpts to obtain co-operation 
over the last 10 monthsand has offeredi Significant funds for 

	

• 	regional assessments, but to no avail...... . •• . 	•. 

There is significant community .and mediik interest in the NFPS and we 

	

• 	will :cóntinue to highli ht the.Government's. position.. 

*TF 	 id: 
ti  0#?ene Fan A 	~n~t ~I In 0  for# . 

We are unable to stand idly by while 1çsropportunuty to arr ive 
at a long term eocinomic:4 and environmental solution is ignored. As. 
more and more evidence mounts of the. qestruction of old growth and 
wilderness values our campaigns mI intensify. .. . . 

a 
• Your support for the tensüre motion wold, we believe, propel. action 
on this vitai issue. 	

• 	

• 	 . H 	. 	 . 

Yours sincerely, . 	. . . 	. '• . 	.• 	. 	 . -. 	 ..•. I . 

Jeff Angel, CoDirector, Total Environment Centre. . 	 . 	 •• 

Sue Salmøn, National Campaigner, Australian Conservation Foundation.. 
Paul BroWne, Greenpeace. . . . ... 	 •• 	

. 	 : 

Or  Judy.Messer, Chiirperson, Nature conservation Council. 	. 

• . Torn McLoughlin, NSW Campaign Officer, The Wilderness Society. 
Anne Reeves; President, National Parks A!ssociation of NSW. 	 . 

	

• 	. John Corkill, Go-ordinator North. East Forest Alliance. . 	 . 

__ttWaLker, South East Forest Alliance. 	
, 

Address .for correspondence: Jeff Angel, irEC 1/88 Cumberlarid St 
Sydney 2000. • 	• . 

	
. i. . 	• 	. • • 	

. s4)f. • . 641\ n-i. 
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RECYCLING REVIEW 

Participate but don't 
contaminate 

You're not helping anyone it you put 
items out for collection which aren't han-
dIed by your local council. But where 
there is the facilir., don't lee recyclables 
slip into the waste stream. And if you're 
prepared to make a few phone calls you 

could well find some other organisation 
in your area which is taking a material 

you'd like to recycle. 
You could even follow PM of Mad' 

dington, WA's example. Over the last 
two years she has compiled a list of 
who'll take what in her area and she's 
happy to distribute the information to 
others. The list com prises 30 tips from 
where to cake egg cartons, postage 
St:rrnps or used motor oil to ho" to get 
started in recycling and who'll take plas-
tic strawberry pu mets. 

It's also important not to conta mi' 
nate' recyclables. Quite vhat a contarni' 
nant is depends on the material. Traces of 
food can be a haaard in paper recycling, 
for example, but not in glass matiu facture 
as the heat burns it off. Glass concanli-
nants include ceramics and white Malibu 
bottles, on the other hand. 

Minimise your waste! 

Recycling is only one of a number of 
approaches with the common end of 
minimising waste. It's necessary to save 
energy, avoid depleting our natural re-
sources, and solve the problem of shrink-
ing landfill availability. The principle of 
the three Rs is well worn but worth 

repeating: reduce the amount of garbage 
generated; reuse items where possible, 

and Lastly, recycle. 
A number of studies have delved into 

Mr and Mrs Average's garbage bin and 
come up with a breakdown of the con-
tents. Figures vary slightly but those 
shown in Figure 1 are pretty typical. 

Looking at these figures, it soon be-
comes apparent that coriipostrng, mulch-
ing and other ways of using garden and 
kitchen waste are vital if vaste is to be 
reduced. To many people this is nothing 
new - especially in the country. But 
organised community composting is a 
relatively new phenomenon. 

For instance, Thiess Contractors has 
run a compost scheme for the councils 
of Manly, Warringah and Mosman at 
their Kimbriki jandfill site in northern 
Sydney since mid 1992 and has just got 
one going in Brisbane. Residents bring 
green waste' - tree cuttings and other 

garden waste - to the tip. This is shred-
tied, coinposced and sold for landscap-
ing and other horticultural uses. Al-
though snaIl-scale co rnpost ing call 
incorporate kitchen scraps, eomniereial 
operations in Australia are not yet vi. 

able. But Thiess's ma nager of resource 
recovery, Tim Kernpton, believes this 
will change. "We will soon he able to use 
all green v.asce and eventually vc1l be 
cornposting nearly all kitchen scraps,' 
he says. Such schemes are expected to 
reduce the vol u me going to In d fill by 

35-50%. 

The future 

The rate of recycling is increasing. espe' 
cia II y in sonic of the newer areas such a 
plastics. And more and more councils, 
having done the nucnhc-r crunching, art' 
looking at ways to provide incentives for 
residents to reduce garbage. For instance, 
Freniantle is considering cutting garbage 
collections to iortnightly only, and Mel-
bourne City Council has been involved 
with Monash University in devising a 
scheme it hopes will help it reach the 
Victorian Government's target of 50% 

waste reduction by the year 2000. 
It's running a pilot pay by weight' 

garbage collection with 1000 house-
holds. No-one will have to pay to have 
;arbage removed during the trial, hut 
lumniy accounts will he produced. If the 
esults suggest it would be successful, 
naybe in the future Mclbournitcs wil 
iave a financial incentive to recycle. And 

it took off, consumers too would be 
alking money when it comes to garbage. 

Garden clippings/vegetable wastes 50% 

Paper 22°/s 

Metals 8% 

Class 8% 
Plastics 5% 
Other 7% 

YOU'VE washed your bottles and 
cleaned out your baked beans tin, 
bundled your week's newspapers 

and put everything outside for the coun-
cil collection. It's all been sorted into 
different types of material. What hap-
pens ncxv 

The paperchase 

N-lost of the paper that leaves your home 
will end up as cardboard you see every 
day in the supermarket. A sumll propor. 
tion finds its way uito writuig pads, en-
velopes a rid tissue products. Waste pa-
per, particularly newsprinir - is also 

exported to South-East Asia. 
In the rccycicr's eye, paper comes in 

a number of grades which determine its 
usability - and the price they are pre-
pared to pay for it. For instance, Visy, a 
major paper recycler which makes card-
board boxes, views paper products in the 

following light: 
uThe pulp it makes boxes from must be 
70% cardboard. Cardboard is much 
sought after so don't ignore it when sort-
ing your household waste - it's just 
what a number of recyclers want. 
.The remaining 30% can be made up 
from a mix of waste paper including 

new spa per - 
• It will pay more for office white - that 

is, good-quality paper with little ink. It 
uses this for white liner board. Some 

com panies use office white to produce 
recycled paper suitable for stationery. 

The grading is all about fibre lengths. 
Paper is made from fibres: the shorter the 
fibre the weaker but probably finer the 
oaper product. Cardboard - which is 
strong - is made up of long fibres. 

Visy's process involves pulping the 
waste in a machine a hit like a giant 
kitchen blender - mixing dry material 
with water. The slushy pulp is screened 
ror impurities such as plastic and metal, Figurel. A breakdown of the contents of the average garbage bin. 
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thc.Bon carry West NP 
sinister for Forests 
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sar$t 	. •. 	:. 	
. 

The: SatiOfla* to It Policy Statement (NFPS) signed by.  . all Governments 

except tasmania. has a number of important conserVatiOfl : initiativSs 

.quirinq innedi4te action. 
.• 	 •. 	 . . 

lost important is the development of a tompreheflaive, adequate and cepresentative system of. reserves, including reServes to protect old-
ggo1vtnforest and vildernOSEH As part of the Strategy to protect the 
values found in old-growth forests and wildecness GoverntMfltS have 
agreed to 'avoid activities that any significantly affect those areas of 
old-growth forest or wilderness that are likely to have a high 
coflgerfltiofl value'.. 	 .• 	 : 

*eoSinqly I would expect that wood production would ne.. excluded from 
area that are likely to have a high coneervátioñ value pending an 
adequate reserve system being in:place,. and the conplelTlentacY maflageflient 
proPosed for areas outside the reserve system adequately protecting old-. 

specific Areas of high conservation value old-growth forest and 
wlldórness considered by. my portfolio to require interim protection 
tantil the reserve system is established are attached. 

I woàtd appreciate .. specific information on your proposed actions to 

4 inn that areas Of high conservation value are not lost. before.a 
.dosprehen&iVfl *  adequate and representative resrve system is in place. 

could you please inform me of actions yntt intend to take to implement 
g the Rational rarest Policy statement coriitn*nts in this area, including 
(IV 5pØcific actions on the area!  on Ithe attached list. . 	. 

TrS aincerely . . 	. 	., 	. 	.. . 	. 	. 	I.. 	 . 	... 

I.' 	. 	. 
• t t\\ 

ROS KELLY 



gency_motJpni 	the environment 
1993 

That this House: 
condemns the Minister for Land and Water Conservation and Minister for the 

Environment for their failure to implement, especially in the south east forests, the 
conservation principles and mechanisms of the National Forest Policy Statement; and 

calls upon the Minister for Land and Water Conservation and Minister for the 
Environment to reach agreement with the Commonwealth Government by no later than then 
end of February 1994 on implementation of the National Forest Policy in NSW particularly 
the undertaking of regional assessments and the establishment of satisfactory moratorium on 
logging activities in areas regarded as having high conservation value in accordance with the 
principles contained in the National Forest Policy Statement. 



Urgency motion on the environment 
10 November 1993 

There is enormous community anger at the logging of old growth and 
wilderness forests in NSW. 

The Governnent's action on this issue has served only to increase the conflict. 

The decision to bring on the South East Forest Protection Bill in the Upper 
House without notice at 12.45 am on Friday 29th October was cowardly and 
irresponsible. 

The logging of compartment 1402 was an aggressive act of mindless 
destruction. 

The Editorial of the Sydney Morning Herald of November 1st described the 
conflict generated by the south east forests issue: 

"Between 1989 and 1991, 1 000 people were arrested trying to stop the 
chainsaws in the south-east forests. During that period, the dispute between 
conservationists and loggers came dangerously close to getting out of control. 
Lives and livelihoods were placed at risk. The debate over trees versus jobs 
degenerated into a rather silly test of faith that made rational decision-making 
almost impossible. Is it really necessary to revisit those days?" 

The answer is no, it is not necessary to repeat the confrontation and anger of 
the south east forest dispute, but the behaviour of the Government is 
unquestionably aimed at provoking this conflict. 

My South East Forest Protection Bill provided for a moratorium over 90 000 
hectares of the highest conservation value areas of the south east. The area 
available to loggers provided sufficient saw logs for 13 year and sufficient pulp 
logs for 14 years. 

It was a responsible bill which reflected the interests of environmentalists and 
the interests of the timber industry. 

It was also consistent with the National Forest Policy Statement, signed by the 
Premier and the Prime Minister in December of last year. 

Why vote the bill down? 

'4 

My motion today calls upon the Minister for Land and Water Conservation and 



the Minister for the Environment to reach agreement with the Federal 
Government on implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement. 

I put the Government on notice that if the Ministers do not act as this motion 
requires them, then I believe that this House must consider a censure motion. 

Background to the NFPS 
When NSW signed the National Forest Policy Statement, there was widespread 
perception that NSW was at last on the right track. 

Many people believed that the Government had acknowledged the importance 
of the ground breaking public inquiries into Australia's forest and timber 
industry which had taken place over the previous two years: the 
Environmentally Sustainable Development Working Group on Forest Use, the 
National Plantations Advisory Committee and the Resource Assessment 
Commission's Forest and Timber Inquiry. 

The NFPS states: 

"With so much of our original old growth and wilderness forests destroyed and 
intensive logging taking place now in remnant areas, it is urgent that we act." 

NFPS requirements 
The NFPS sets a national goal for the end of 1995 for "comprehensive, 
adequate and representative reservation system to protect old growth and 
wilderness values..." for public land and the inclusion of private land, to the 
extent feasible, by 1998. 

In the interim, two key measures are to be adopted: 

1 Regional assessments of the conservation values of forests, including old 
growth and wilderness values, will be undertaken as a matter of priority. Joint 
Commonwealth-State assessments are desirable to avoid duplication of work. 

2. Until assessments are completed forest management agencies will avoid 
activities that may significantly affect those areas of old growth or wilderness 
that are likely to have high conservation value. 

NSW disinterest 
Despite repeated requests from the Commonwealth Government, the Ministers 
for Land and Water Conservation and Environment have failed to constructively 
address these obligations, particularly in the south east forests. 

ci 



Their excuses are pathetic, their inaction a disgrace. 

Moratorium 
First, the moratorium requirement. 

The Federal Minister for the Environnent in a letter to the Minister for Land 
and Water Conservation dated 31 May 1993 offered to negotiate a moratorium 
based on an initial list of high conservation value forests. 

NSW has done nothing in the south east. These Ministers depend on the lame 
arguments about endangered species licenses and specific species study areas. 

These arguments are wrong. 

Firstly, endangered fauna is only one of many environmental values - no 
consideration is given to endangered flora, water catchments, world heritage, 
or aboriginal heritage, amongst other issues. 

Secondly, many licenses have been granted under the auspices of temporary 
general licenses which were granted outside the Endangered Fauna (Interim 
Protection) Act and without fauna impact statements or public review. Thus 
major information and accountability processes have been ignored. 

Nor can the proposed 1990 reserves and token logging prescriptions be 
c. considered adequate substitutes. A whole range of scientists have criticised them 

and their views can be found in the Report of the Legislation Committee into 
the South East Forest Protection Bill. 

The 1990 decision made those forests unwanted by the Forestry Commission 
into reserves. It avoided the core conflict - the important old growth forests 
found on the fertile, gentler slopes. 

High conservation areas in the south east which are under threat and which 
need to be protected by a moratorium on logging activities include the Nalbaugh 
and Cathcart State Forests, Coolangubra State Forest east of Coolangubra 
Forest Way and Devils Hole Road, Bondi link/Mount Poole between Nalbaugh 
and Nungatta National Parks, Tantawangalo and Devils Creeks and Merrica 
River catchments, and Nullica State Forest National Estate Area. 

I call upon the Ministers for Land and Water Conservation and the Minister for 
the Environment to protect these areas until an assessment is complete. 

Vast areas of alternative timber are available to protect employment in the 



interim. 

Regional assessments 
Next I would like to address regional assessments. 

Queensland and Victoria are both receiving federal funds to undertake such 
assessments. NSW is thumbing its nose at this financial assistance. 

Both Queensland and Victoria are revisiting forest areas that had previously 
been subject to Commonwealth-State decision processes. 

There are more lame excuses from the NSW Government. 

They cite the Joint Scientific Study carried out in 1990 and the north east 
environmental impact statements and claim that these are sufficient under the 
NFPS. 

Numerous scientific authorities have rejected the Joint Scientific Study as a 
credible basis for decisions, including the Australian Museum, Australian 
Heritage Commission, CSIRO and the Australian National Parks Service. 

The JSC did not have terms of reference which addressed wilderness or old 
growth. 

It did not consider world heritage values which are specifically mentioned in the 
NFPS, and it did not incorporate biological data such as endangered species into 
a recommended reserve system. 

The NSW Parks Service has not undertaken an old growth survey. 

The north east JilSs are a joke. Already two have been rejected by the 
Department of Planning and the National Parks and Wildlife Service and legal 
challenges are mooted for other. If they cannot meet NSW law, how could they 
satisfy the NFPS, which has wider terms of reference? 

Contluding comments 
This Government and the two Minister responsible for the NFPS have failed 
this community. They have sparked renewed community conflict and placed our 
irreplaceable old growth and wilderness forests under threat of destruction. 

We must acknowledge that much has occurred since the 1990 Hawke/Greiner 
south east decision and use that information and the National Forest Policy 
Statement as a basis for moving forward. 



This House must take a stand not only for present generations but Ilso for 
future generations. 

If the Ministers do not act as this motion requires them, then I believe this 
House must move to the next step, a censure motion, because if they do not act 
then by the time we meet next year we will have seen the stage set for an ever 
growing spiral of environmental destruction and community conflict. 

I strongly urge all members to support this motion. 

K. 

& 
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The Hon John Fahey, 
Premier of NSW, 
Parliament House, 
Macquarie St., 
Sydney NSW 2009 

19 Oct, 1993 

DeIFPIëimier, 

The Nature Conservation Council calls on you to implement conservatiOn 
requirements of the National Forest Policy Statement, which you signed in 
person on behalf of the NSW Government late last year. 

In particular, Council calls on the NSW Government to undertake, as a matter 
of urgency, an ecologically-legitimate regional assessments of the heritage and 
enviromiiental values of the State's native forests. NSW currently lags far 
behind Victoria and Queensland in meeting this crucial NFPS commitment. 
Delay in embarking on the regional assessment process creates the impression 
that the Govenment intends to resile on its pledge to put in place, by 1995, a 
'comprehensive, adequate and representative reserve system to conserve old 
growth and wilderness forests'. We urge you to dispell the impression that, on 
this issue of crucial importance to the environment movement, the 
Government has broken faith with the people of NSW. 

In this context, we point out that in determining the Wingam and Glen Innes 
EIS 's (the only two ElS 's to have been determined so far under the Timber 
Industry [Interim Protection] Act), the Department of Planning called for a 
satisfactory regional assessment process (DAILAN - HAVE YOU GOT A 
QUOTE TO SUPPLY HERE?) to assess old growth and other values. The 
National Parks & Wildlife Service made similar appeals in its submissions to 
TI (IP) Act EIS's (DAILAN - HAVE YOU GOT A QUOTE TO 



SUPPLY HERE?). It is therefore no longer possible to maintain, from a 
'whole of Government' prespective, the fiction that the current program of 
Forestry Commission (State Forests of NSW) EIS's constitutes the regional 
assessment process specified under the terms of the NFPS. 

To meet the NFPS con-miitment to establish a 'comprehensive, adequate and 
representative' reserve system by the end of 1995, it is imperative that a 
faithful regional assessment process commences as soon as possible. It is also 
imperative that the process carries the support of the community in general 
and the environment movement in particular. (We remind you that it was the 
efforts of the environment movement which led, via a circuitous route, to the 
formulation and signing of the NFPS. If the environment movement believes 
that the process established to implement the NFPS lacks integrity, conflict 
over the forests will not be resolved). 

A regional assessment process with credibility would, in our view, be carried 
out with scientific integrity by a team of scientists skilled in appropriate 
disciplines. An abundance of expertise in ecology and heritage-related is 
essential (there must be no repetition of the discredited Joint Scientific 
Committee into the South East Forests, in which a committee of six contained 
an overwhelming preponderence of foresters). Community representation, - c..- 

including environment movement representation, on the steering committee 
would ensure adequate public scrutiny of the process and of the results flowing 
from it. Assessment methodologies employed must be 'best-practice' (in that 
context, we commen.d to you the methodology currently employed by the 
Vioctorian Government to assess old grwoth forest valuds). 

We note also that the Commonwealth Government has a vital interest in the 
regional assessment process and in the establishment of a 'comprehensive, 
adequate and representative' native forest reserve system. It is essential that 
the assessment process meets Commonwealth standards and covers the full 
range of criteria required by the Commonwealth. If so, Federal funding for 
the process will be available, obviating the need for NSW taxpayers to be the 
sole source of funds to carry out the NSW Government's NFPS commitment. 

The Nature Conservation Council urges you to take rapid action along the 
lines outlined above. The community expects - and has a right to expect - that 
the ecological values of public lands are conserved in full. Your Government 
pledged adherence to an agreed process which would, inter alia, fulfill that 
public expectationS . It is time to redeem your pledge on the forests. 

Yours sincerely, 

() 



NEFA will also request the participation of scientists of international standing in 
relevant fields, in a technical review and in monitoring and reporting Australia's implementa-
lion of the World Heritage Convention and other international agreements. 

The involvement of Aboriginal people in refining and reviewing the technical merits of 
this proposal, or Seed any woPosal needs careful attention. Statements of aboriginal cul-
tural heritage value have been included by NEFA in this proposed nonibmtion where they 
have been known, out of respect for these areas and their significance. However, no claim is 
made as to the completcuess of statements of koori cultural heritage values. NEFA recom-
mends a sensitive and appropriate process of consultation with aboriginal groups in order to 
ascertain the suitability of sites etc inclusion in the justification for listing, or the willingness 
of Aboriginal people to participate in the formulation of a nomination which accurately 
reflects the Great Escarpment's significance for koori culture and its interaction with the 
natural environment. 

Extracts on 'Public Participation' from Intergovernmental agreements 

One of the National Forest Policy Statement's (p6) broad national goals includes: 

"Public awareness, education and involvement The goals are to foster community under 
standing of and support for ecologicaltv sustainable forest management in Australia and to 
provide opportunities for effective public participation in decision mang.' 

The Intergovernmental Agreement on the Environment ... states on p.  36" 

"... The States agree to consult the relevant local government bodies and interested partS (in-
chiding conservation and industiy groups) on properties for inclusion on the indicative list prior 
to submission to the Commonwealth. Should conservation or w, other groups or individuals 
make suggestions on an indicative list direct to the Commonwealth these will be refrzred to the 
relevant State for comment..." and on (p19) states: 

"The parties agree that policy, legislative and administrative jhzmeworks to determine the per-
missibiity of land use, resource use or development proposals should provide for - 

(iv) consultation with qffected frtgfiyjdjmlc, groups and organisations; 

(vi) mechanisms to taco I ye conflict and disputes over issues which arise during the process;" 

(The NFPS on p23 reIterates these requirements) and on p21 states: 

"The parties agree that all levels of Government will ensure that their environmental inqact 
assessment processes are based on the followüzw 
(iii) assessing w4thoriuies will provide all panic4,ants in the process with guidance on the criteria 
for environmental acceptability ofpotential impacts 

(xi) mechanisms will be developed to seek to resolve conflicts and disputes over Sues which 
arise for consideration during the course of the assessment process." 



The National Strate' for Ecologically Sustainable Development's Guiding Principles 
(p8) include: 

"decisions and actions should provide for broad commun#y hwotvement on Sues which 4ect 
thenC 

"Governments will; ... encourage enhanced public involvement and aww'eness in the planning 
management, monitoring and review of Australia's conservation values and protected areas." 
(p.55) 

"Governments wilt... ensure EtA processes in each jwis diction we based arc ... public disclosure 
of information relating to a proposa4 where this is not provided on a commercial -in 'confidence 
basis; opponunities for appropriate and adequate public consultation,ff and development of con-
flit: resolution mechwiisms." (jth4) and 

"Governments wilk... develop mechanisms to resolve conflicts and disputes over issues whit), 
wise dating resource allocation and land use decision molting (p104): (and) .... invest%ate the 
potential for inclusion of non-legal conflict resolution mechanisms such as voluntary mediation 1. 

Agenda 21 states: 
08.3. The overall objective is to improve or restructure the dectsion-maldng process so that con-
sideration of socio-economic and environmental Sues is frilly integrated and a broader rwe of 
public participation assured. ... the following objectives are propost.. 

(c) To develop or improve mechanisms to facilitate the involvement of concerned individuals, 
groups and organisatiores in decision-making at all levels;" 

"1 21. Each country should develop integrated strategies to maximize compliance with its laws 
and regulations relating to sustainable development ... The strategies should include: 

(a) Enforceable, effective laws, regulations and standards ... incorporating sanctions de4ned 
to punish violations, obtain redress and deter future violations; 

(d) Mechanisms for appropriate involvement of individuaLs and groups in the development 
and enforcement of laws and regulations on environment and development." 

1115.6. Governments at the appropriate leve4 ... shoul4 as appropriate: 

(t) Collect, assess and make available relevant and reliable information in a timetv manner 
and in a form suitable for decision making at all leveLs, with the frill support and pwticipation of 
local and indigenous people and their commwsities.° 

"275 Society, Governments and international bodies should develop mechanisms to allow 
non-government organizations to play their partnership role responsibjy and effeclive(y in the 
process of environmentally sound and sustainable development" 
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• 	Cl- J. TEDDER 
I'AVANS RI)., (RASSY FIFkD, 

via SFUA itr.s i'oi NT.244I 

Dear Member, ("I M t  L.r 
Old Growth Forest and Wilderness 

The NSW Ggvernmnt signed the National Forest Policy 
Statement In endorsing the 

Statement on Forest Policy the Heads of Government said 
it we comit our respective Governments to impleinent,as a 
matter of priority the polices in it for the benefit.of 

present and future generations of Australians. We acknowledge 

that implementation of policies requiring funding will be 
subject to budgetary priorities and constraints in individual 

jurisdictions." This is a strong statement and most worthy. 

"The Governments have agreed to a strategy to 

conserve and manage areas of old growth forests and 

wilderness areas as part of the reserve system." The approach 
used will be 

- agree a criteria for old growth forests and wilderness 
through the working group 

- using these criteria the relevant State agencies, "will as 

a matter of hiah Driprity" undertake assessments of forests 
for conservation values and of forested land for wilderness 
values." 

- "until these assessments are completed,forest management 

agencies will avoid activities that may significantly affect 

those areas of old growth forest or wilderness that are 

likely to have hiah conservation value." 

- forested wilderness areas will be protected by means of 

reserves developed in the broader context of protecting 

wilderness values of all lands.For old growth forest,the 

nature conservation reserve systems will be the primary means 



of protection. 

Untortunatey the NW Government is avoiding the promises it 
made when signing the NFPS .Though a technical committee has 
almost completed drawing up the criteria for assessing old 
growth we understand it is very vague. At one stage the 
Government wished to use the EJSs tor the various management 
areas as the tool to assess OG and wilderness areas. Anyone 
who has examined the recent EISs will agree that they fail on 
both counts. The Kempsey Wauchope EXS used a most 
unscientific means to list OG and then targetted all areas 
for logging. 

We need to make a very loud noise not only to the Premier of 
NSW but also to Minister R.Kelly of the Commonwealth to 
insist that the lIFTS is carried out in full. 

There needs to be set up the Policy Advisory Committee which 
is promised on page 20 of the NFPS and on which the community 
conservation movement will be represented. 

The technical committee working on the criteria flould  place its report before the public and seek comment betore the 
ANZECC Ministerial Council approves it. 

The 145W Government must ensure the high conservation and 
possible wilderness areas are given protection until they 
can be proerly assessed using the approved criteria and not 
the current

p 
 ElSs. 

Will your group contact as many individuals as possible and 
have them write letters to 
Hon.R.Kelly Minister for Environment,Sport,and Territories 

Parliament House Canberra 
Hon.J.Fahey Premier State Office Block Macquarie St Sydney 
Hon.G.Souris Minister for Conservation and Land Management 

(as for Premier) 

asking why they are failing to carry out the NFPS. 

This matter is URGENT. 

Yours sincerely 

1,ames L.O.Tedder Hon . Sec. 

C 
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via STUAIU[S POINT. 2441 

(065) 69 0802 
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Hon.P.Keating NP 
Prime Minister 
Canberra 

Dear Prime Minister, 
Australia's Forests 

Your Government was instrumental in drawing up the National 
Forest Policy Statement tp which all States ,except Tasmania 
were signatories. This policy statement is a worthy document 
and you are to be congratulated on achieving this statement. 

Theproblem is that this Statement is not being implemented. 
On the North Coast of NSW the State Forests aided and abetted 
by the Government are still cutting old growth forest before 
a criteria to assess their values has been agreed. There has 
been no moratorium placed upon loggipg in o,d growth forest 
areas until a proper assessment has been made beyond that 
moratorium on certain areas until an EIS has been prepared. 

Where an EIS has been prepared and determined such as 
Wingham, several old growth areas( acknowledged as such by 
Forest authorities) but not properly assessed under any 
criteria approved under the auspices of the NFPS ,have been 
targetted for logging.This has resulted in new blockade 
actions by conservationroups. There would be very little 
confrontation if the tIFFS

g 
 was implemented and proper 

consultation took place with all interested parties.. 

In the Kempsey-Wauchope Management areas EIS the oldgrowth 
forest has pot been properly or scientificl1y identified. 
Some areas have been labelled as old growth but in any case 
all have been scheduled for eventual logging except where the 
country js too steep.No wildernessreserves have been 
recomended even though parts have been identified under the 
NSW Wilderness Act and now await a decision from Cabinet. 

The Dorrigo Management area EIS has been withdrawn after 
Court action was threatened by conservation organistions as 
the document was so flawed. The Chaeiund section ot the 
Dorrigo area which was the scene of a long and heated 
confrontation two years ago and several successful court 
actions by conservation minded individuals,is scheduled for 
logging under the draft EIS. 

It is obvious that the EIS process is not leading to the 
Identification ,assessment and protection of the more 
important old growth forests and wilderness areas. But the 
NSW Government is attempting to have the EIS process 
accepted as the method to carry out their assessment of old 
growth forest and wjlderness values as required by the NFPS. 
Though we understand some progress has been made towards 
setting up an agreed criteria as required under the tIFFS for 
assessing old growth torest values and drawing up a more 
comprehensive reserve system the criteria has not yet been 
completed or exposed to public comment. 

The stçry with protection of the few remaining wilderness 
areas is a similar sorry tale with the ElS process 
recommending that logging occupy all such identified areas 
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These identified wilderness areas have yet to go before the 
NSW Cabinet for a decision as to whether they should be 
proclaimed as wilderness areas under the NSW Act We believe 
that the chances of the government proclaiming such 
wilderness areas under the Act are slim. Unless your 
Government can bring pressure upon the NSW Government to 
do so then the NFPS as regards protecting wilderness will be 
in tatters. 

We are concerned too that the decision by the Conmioniealth to 
establish a policy advisory body, under the NFPS, with 
balanced representatiçnhas not yet been implemented and we 
have addressed your Minister Hon.R.Kelly separately on this i 
matter.It is essential that the public be closely involved n 
forest policy from an early stage and the proposed Advisory 
body would be one such tool. 

Once again your Government has illegally issued a renewal of 
the woodchip export licence to SawmillersExport for material 
obtained from clearing of private forests, and silviculture 
activities on the North Coast ; before the US has been 
determined. In fact there have been exemptions granted by 
your Minister Hon.MLee to several shipments which were not 
covered by the expiring licence. 

The need for a viable timber industry in this State is 
supported by this Council bçit it must be based on 
ecologically sustainable principles and that means providing 
for more representative reserves for the protection of 
endangered species and the establishment of wilderness 
reserves in the few remaining such areas that can qualify 
'Industry has to play a greater role in providing their own 
resources by plantation establishment and begin to rely less 
on the public forests which have a multiplicity of roles not 
least being that of catchment management. 

Overall our Council is concerned that the timber supply from 
the native forests on the North Coast is not as large as 
forest authorities would have us believe even before any new 
reserves are taken out. There are numerous çxamples where 
estimates of yield as set out in management/harvest plans 
have been shown in forest annual reports to have been 
overestimated by as much as 45%. This is no basis on which to 
plan for resource security for the industry and is another 
very strong argument for industry to establish their orn 
source of supply by plantations. Your Government can aid 
significantly in this aspect by providing the necessary 
financial incentives. 

We ask ifyou wil 	
ec 

l support your Minister the Hon.R.Kelly in 
Cabinet deliberations to dide on the methods that need to 
be taken in ensuring that the National Forest Policy 
Statement is implemented by both your Government and the P45W 
Government and that woodchip production and exports are more 
tightly controlled until the promised phase out occurs. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to Hon.R.Kelly 

Yours sincerely 
James L.O.Tedder Hon.Sec. 

F 
I'. v.41 I flf fly 



NATURE COASERUATION COUNCIL I OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 241 S945 

Mrs Ros Kelly, 
Minister for the Environment, 
Parliament House, 
Canberra ACT 2600 

CW:e:d, :17:N:ov:,I:99)3 

re: Implementation of conservation provisions of the NFPS. and the 
Commonwealth's legal responsibility to protect endangered species 

Dear Minister, 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW writes once again on this topic to 
express grave concern about the inadequacy of the process currently underway 
to implement the National Forest Policy Statement (NFPS). 

Today, the Reserve Criteria Technical Working Group meets. This is one of 
two inter-governmental working groups established to advise the signatory 
governments on crucial policy issues relevant to NH'S implementation. It is 
likely to make crucial decisions which will have a significant effect on the 
future direction of the NFPS process. 

It is now nearly one year after the signing of the NH'S, and only two years 
before the comprehensive, representative and adequate reserve system to 
protect old growth and wilderness, promised under the NH'S, is due to be in 
place. 

The Council seeks answers to the following questions: 

1 / Why is community access to the NFPS process so restricted? In this 
context, we remind you once again that the Policy Advisory Group promised 
on. page 20 of the NH'S has yet to be established, one year into the process. 
When will it be set up? 

2/ From now on, what opportunity will the community be ghen to make 
effective input into processes for determining reserve design criteria, off- 
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reserve management principles (which we imderstand to be the task of the 
other NIPS Technical Working Group), and other matters crucial to the 
implementation of the NIPS? 

3/ Do you acknowledge that NIPS implementation is seriously behind 
schedule, and that NSW and other States have repeatedly breached the letter 
and the spirit of the NIPS? 

4/ Do you accept that this situation necessitates the direct application of 
Commonwealth powers to ensure that Australia's forest estate is not 
irreparably degraded? 

This Council believes that the Commonwealth's integrity over the NFPS 
process (the linchpin of the Commonwealth Government's forest policy) is at 
stake. 

The Government must demonstrate- by actions not words - its commitment 
to implementation of the NFPS. This entails forcing recalcitrant States to 
abide by the conservation provisions of the NIPS, opening up the entire 
process to satisfactory public involvement, setting explicit standards of best 
practice for the States to follow, and providing sufficient resources so that all 
necessary tasks are carried out to meet the timetables specified in the NIPS. 

Alternatively, the Commonwealth could acknowledge that the NIPS process 
has been a failure, and apply its full range of powers to protect Australia's 
forest estate from further desecration. 

On a related matter, the Council understands that a renewed woodchip 
licence was granted for the NSW north coast Sawmillers Export operation 
early this week, despite the incomplete EIS process for that operation. We 
note that, in recognition of the Commonwealth's new responsibilities under 
the Federal Endangered Species Act and related amendments to the 
Environmental Protection (Impact of Proposals Act), the new licence 
agreement assigns an explicit role to the Australian National Conservation 
Agency (ANCA) to act as an approval authority for woodchipping operations 
on private and public land. 

More than forty Federally-listed threatened species are potentially at risk in 
the north east of NSW as a result of woodchipping operations. Most of these 
are plants, which have no legislative protection in NSW. Under the 
circumstances, we will expect ANCA to exercise the precautionary principle 
and to resist pressure to permit logging operations before thorough surveys 

page 2 



and assessments have been completed. 

Similar considerations apply to the south east forests of NSW. Once again, a 
significant number of endangered spedes are involved. The generic 20-year 
EIS conducted by Harris-Daishowa under the EP (IP) Act in the late 1980's was 
a quite inadequate basis for determining whether more recently legislated 
Commonwealth responsibilities to protect endangered species have been met. 

The next site-specific EIS for the Eden Region is still at early draft stage. There 
are indications that it a grossly inadequate document, similar in standard to 
recent notorious north coast EIS's rejected by the NSW Department of 
Planning. 

Meanwhile, wood supplies available under the 1991 ElS are running out fast, 
and early in the new year there is likely to be a shortfall in Umber legally 
available for extraction. This may tempt the NSW Government to permit 
logging in some areas without prior environmental impact assessment, and 
to further weaken the ability of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
to protect endangered fauna. Clearly, it would be the height of irresponsibility 
for the Commonwealth to grant an export woodchip licence in respect of 
wood which has yet to be legally approved for extraction under State law. To 
do so would amount to Commonwealth connivance in a push by the NSW 
Government to disregard current State environmental protection legislation. 

This Council believes that the Eden export woodchip licence should be 
terminated forthwith. If, however, the Commonwealth ignores this view 
and renews the licence, it is imperative that it sets licence conditions which 
give ANCA an explicit role to protect endangered species in the south east. 
ANCA must be given the role of approval authority, with unfettered power 
to deny approval in cases where there are grounds for believing that 
threatened species may be in jeopardy 

The Council looks forward to decisive action from you and your colleagues to 
restore community confidence in the Keating Government's commitment to 
forest conservation. We request a prompt reply to this letter, and will raise' 
these matters with you at the Peak Councils meeting in mid-December 

Yours sincerely, 

Sid Walker 
Executive Officer 

cc. Prime Minister, Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet 
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Hon Ros KeLly MP 	. ., . . 	. 	. . . 

• . 	TheHonPaulKeafingMF
CIPrirneMiruster . 	. 	 . 	 7NOV19fl 

• .•• 	Parliament House .  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 	 • 

My deal Prime Minister 

• I- ant wribstg about the impementadoñ of the Nat cnal Forest Policy Statement (r',WPS),. 
• with particular reference to the south  east fort region of NSW. . 	. 

As you would be aware, the NSW Covernntait.bptesslngfOr flnalisati4n othe 1990 SE 
NSW forest agreemSt While prepired to support ratification of that agreement. I am. 

• . 	concerned that appropriate recognition must also be given to The policy initiatives of the 
• 	áubsequent NEPS and -the inàctincnt of Commonwealth endangered species legislation. 

The formalisafion of üsuxances ran in 1990, without a chran1nt to mpktcnt the 
latter obligations,will severely limit thelr.effective impkmentathnU' the region, in 

addition to continuing the degradation. of the valueá associated withj numb& of other 
Commonwealth envfronnientál obligations.  

I suggest there needs to be a transparot and sequential process toxweniing 
implementation of the NF1'S associated with conunitzrtent to the 1990 agreemtht 
reached with NSW This proposition is consistent with the preMred approach 
(Option 1) outlined in yowDeparanent'SbrIef to Th.Hon Michael LCe MP, Mirdstçç for 
Respurces,. myself And your office on this matter. 	. .• . 

Mr Lee does not. currently. share my- view regarding a future strategy for 	- 
Commonwealth involvement in the  region. The Minister has indicated that recpening 
the fundamentals of resource allocation and reserve boundaries would cause ifldustty 
uncertainty and that he Wishes to finalise the 2990 agreenwnt as soon as possible. While 
I agtee that we must give due weight to Industry cems, I consider that a.propaly 
structund appioach tbNFPSirnp1enStafi0n. Solving industry, and with a 

• 	. -commiUnettt to consider alternativeresource and industry restzucturing asuranCQS, 1$ 
now needed. It Is worthwhile noting that the native hardwood timber-industryi in 
deáline in the region due to inaeasàd.rulation of the industry by NSW-.and that 
restructuring will need to cccur i believe this combination of cfrcumstances offer an 

• • opporturUtyto ensure the IrnplSr'entatioit of S N}PS in the region. 

• 	Under the NF1'S - governments colinmitted ,thiniBelvS to specific:actians toensure the 
protection of forest within acomprehslve adequate and represattaliveraerVe. 

Parliament House. CArbcrn, ACT 260t. Telephone 06.27-7 7640 Fasmile 09-273 4130 	• 

Agi,lIfl 	 1.00 	' c' I 	pec,elco 	raprr 
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EzwhonmentSl Conditions to be attached to the export of unprocessed wood 

A4&LOI of Stdndard Condition regarding NFPSold growth fOrests and wildenwss 

.- 	
moratoriznn pending assessmint: 	

.A .1. 
'tJntiiassessrnets of forSs for conservationvaIues,lncludln old growth and. 

• 	2 	wildextessvalues are completed, the exporter shall avoid activies that may • 	
significàzty affect those areas of old growth forest andwilderness that are likely to  

ç .havh 	 v&r- JJ&VFp$ 

Replacement of Standard Conditionregarding endangered species: r' 
• 	•• 	 .. 	H.. 	•. 	

.: 

'The exporier shall ensure tha$ any'o(floggingoperations undet this licence do rot 

ç 

	

	
threaten with extixtctio; or slgniuiàntly1mpede the recovery of, a species or ecological 
coçnmurtity listed under Sthedui 1. .nd2 of the Commonwealth EndangerS SpLv1. c °14 

H 	•Psection Act 1992. The exott r shall ensure that logging operations for the purpOse 7frc14 
of expo woodchips of silvicultural thiruüngs must oyoqcur in accordance with 	4 

• d 

	

	
rt 

 advice from the Australian Nature Consen'ation.Agency (ANCA) concerning 
ertdangered species listed on the.Schedules of the En4ngered Specths Protection Act 
1992. The exporter shall ersure that logging operations on private propt br? the 
purpose of export woodchips must not occur until; survey of sped as been 
wmpléted to the satisfatbonof the Ausalian NatuieConservation Agency. Where.it 
is possible that operaticüt.s will threstet'. with exlinctlon or fgrificarLtJy ixnpde the 

c, 	recovery dusted species orecologicäl comrnwthies the exporter shall, in conJunction. 
with ANCA and the relva Stategendes, prepare a reovey plan in.accordante. 
with the Endangered .  Species Prof talon Act 192:fór the species or ecological communIty. 

'k 	concerned".  

a 	Addition to second Standard Condition regarding National Estate1 

'The exporter shall 4éqiaaw2vce lrto account advice from the Australian..Heritage 
Contissionregatding the ptàtüU3ff&National Estate values in areas where toggirtg 
isapprove4"... 	. 	

•. 
\rj 	Addition of Standard Condition regarding environinant protection 

K 	The exporter shall ènsüre that all foSt mangem ft practicesare çonsiste t with the 
draft natthrtwlde baiaine environmental standards (NUES) developed by 

rC ANZECC/APC and that these practices are reviewed and updated when the N.ES.axe 
rli€". 	 • 	 •• 

p Addition of standard conditions regarding steep country, harvesting 
sk.. 	 • 	 • 	 • 

"The exporter will ensure that woodchips shall not besaurced from 

forests on land greater than 20% (ii degrees) slope on highly erodablesoils 
c N 

	

	forests on land greater than35% 09 degrees) slope on moderately erodable soils 
• foresS on land greater than 50% (26 degrees) àlope on low erodable sails. 

The exporter shall ensure that no vperaUon occur in moderate, or high bi exueme 
iandsliderisk areas or äxeas subject to flab flooding." 
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09:05 	SEN. COULTER (CRNBERRR) 	 001 

JRRENT 8ENATZ HaSNSARD 

[PROOF] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Logging of Foresta 

Senator COULTERnM7 question Is 
directed to the Minister representing the 
Minister for Resouna I ask whether the 
minister thuld explain the kseaning of the 
words in the national forest policy statement, 
agreed by the Commonwealth and all states 
with the exception of Tasmania, that: 

bract vnanaemant agendea will avoid activitium that 
may significantly affoct those ansi of old growth #reat 
or wfldoms that an likeb' to have high conservation 
value. 

How does the minister reconcile this 
statement with the clear-felling of areas that 
have been Identified as having World Heritage 
values and National Estate areas? If clear-
felling does not significantly affect old growth 
forests, what does? 

Senator COOK--Under the national forest 
policy statement, the Commonwealth and all 
the state and territory governments--that is, 
except Tasmania--have agreed on a 
cooperative approach to ensure the protaton 
of old growth forests and wilderness with a 
view to having a representative reserve 
system in place by 1995 for forests on public 
lands and by 1998 for private forested land. 
Progress in implementing this policy is well 
under way, 

A joint subcommittee of the Australian and 
New Zealand knv1ronment and Conservation 
Council and the Australian Forestry Council is 
developing criteria for a representative forest 
reserve system which is expected to be 
finalised around the end of this year. Once the 
criteria have been agreed, the Commonwealth 
and the states will act to ensure that a 
representative reserve system is in place. 

As Senator Coulter has just pointed out 1  as 
part of this approach it was agreed that, until 
forest assessments are completed, forest 
management agencies will avoid activities that 
may significantly affect those areas of old 
growth forest or wilderness that are likely to 
have high conservation values. The 
Commonwealth is very keen to cooperate with 
the states to ensure that this does happen. 
However, this does not mean that all logging 
in old growth forests should stop; it recognisee 
that some logging in old growth forests and  

wilderness areas Is necary to meet industry 
requirements during the transition to 
regrowth and plantations. Some 
environmentalists have claimed this to be a 
moratorium on old growth logging, but that is 
not the case. 

The national forest policy statement was 
developed as a partnership between the 
Commonwealth, states and tenitories for the 
future management of Australias public and 
private forests on a sustainable basis. Now, all 
of the areas on the World Heritage List, such 
as the southern forests of Tasmania, are 
protected from lugging operations. Similarly, 
areas which have been formally nominated for 
World Heritage status, such as Fraser Island, 
are excluded from logging operations. In this 
regard, it should be noted that under the inter-
governmental agreement on environment the 
Commonwealth will consult with the relevant 
state for any f\iture areas nominated for 
World Heritage listing. This is consistent with 
the cooperative approach set out In the 
national forests statement. 

In regard to National Estate areas, there 
are clear legislative requirements applying to 
consideration of proposed woodchip export 
approvals, which are designed to minimise 
environmental impacts. These arrangements 
include requirements to consider feasible and 
prudent altenkatives to the proposed 
operations, to seek the advice of the 
Australian Heritage Commiion, and to take 
steps to minimise any adverse impact on the 
National Estate as a result of the operations. 
These obligations are strictly adhered to for all 
woodchlp export proposals. 

1 
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CONSERVATiON cOUNcIL 
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.  

79 Stirling Street. PQrth 6000 
Phone (09) 220 0652 Fax (09) 220 0653 

nd6th 93 - 

The Hon. Paul Keating HP 	 . 
Prime MiniAtel" 
House' of Representatives 
Canberra ACT 2600 	 By fax:,. (06)273 4100 

Dear Prime Minister, 

The Conservation Council of We&tern Australia js'the peak 
body for non-government environment organisations 
throughout WA, with almost 70 affiliated organisations.' 

Along with many othez Western Australians, we have been. 
attempting'for many years to achieve ecological 
sustainability' in the management of WA's unique and 
disappearing native forests. 	. .. 

A major aspect of our work over the past 18 years has 
been 'our opposition to export woodchipping. Ever since 
its introduction into WA under the guise of 'waste 
utilisation", woodchipping has been the driving force 
behind the destruction of our ancient, and irreplaceable 
karrI, marri and jarrab foreèts;  

Currently. over 80%ofall the wood produced from our 
karri and marri forests is exported as woodchips to 
produce paper that ends up on the world's garbage dumps. 

At 'the same time, WA's con'setwatton reserve system for 
férests is far fromadequate. This fact has been 
acknowledged by, among others the Resource Aisesament 

- Commission which stated that "With the possible exception 
of the Australian Capital Territory, 'there is a need for 
further reservation of [foreated] areas in all states and 

- territories to achie , ve a fully representative reserve, 
system." (Final Report, Vol. 1, p.' xxxviii).' - 

The Council believes that the National'Forest Policy 
signed by the federal government and the government of WA 
in December 1992 provided a useful basis for improving 
the level of protection of forest ecosystems. and 
enhancing the many social and alternative economic 'values 
theycontain.'  

In the months since that document was signed, and with a 
change of government in WA, the provisions' of the NFP - 
relating to improved conservation -measures have been 
completely ignored by the WA governthént and industry. 
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Now we stand on the, brink of jet another round of 
renewals for woodchip export licences which, under the 
new forest management'plans recently approved by the' 
state government, will mean a very large increase in the 
volume of woodchips and the area of forest to be logged 
primarily for woodehips in WA. 

The targeted forests are all 
of which are now listed, or 
listing, on the Register of 
endagek'ed species included 
species to tbe.Commonwealth 
Act depend on these forests 

riost entirely old growth, mapy 
nominated for interim  
the National Estate. Several 
in the schedule of endangered 
Endangered Species Protection 
for their survival. 

• . . 	, Increasingly, local communities throughout, the south-west 
of WA for 'whom tourism based an-  the scenic beauty- of the 
forests is the only growth industry, are deipanding that 

• 	, 	old growth forests be 'protected.' 	. 

We are now aware that the Minister for the Environment, 
the Hon. Roe Kelly, is currently: seeking to ensure 

• . ' 	. 	compliance with the National Forest Policy, especially as 
it relates to the moratorium on, the logginR of high 
conservation value old growth and wilderness forests. 

It is our belief' that the federal government must act 
according to the letter and spirit of the NFP, and 
enforce state compliance with the NFP. 'To refuse to do 
so would be to make a mockery of. this and any other 
inter-governmental agreement. Indeed, we believe that 
the federal government has a legal responsibility as a 
result of'the NFP and other cámmitments to. protect WA's 
high conservation 'value old growth and, wilderness 
forests. 

We therefore callon you to support the withholding of 
any woodchip export' licence renewals' until the full range 
of values of our natiye forestS has been assessed and 
protected. -In particular, and in relation toWA, no 
renewals of woodchiplicences should be approved before 
the Department of Conservation and Land Management's 
-(CAL1Vs) new forest management plans, currently open for. 
a further period of public review until.3,1st December, 
1993, have been subjected to a full environmental impact 
assessment under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
(Impaàt of Proposals) Act. 	. 

Yours thincerely, 

.-&k 

(Or) Beth Schultz 
Prea-ident 

Copy' to: Hon. Roe Kelly, Minister for the Environment 
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CoNSERVATION COUNCIL. cc . . 6F WESTERN AUSTRALI.A INC. 
79 StirlIng Street, PQV'h 60  

Phone (09)220 0652 Fax (09) 220 0653 

Monday 6th December 1993 	 .. 

The lion: Paul 	 MI' Ceating  
Prime Minister 	. 	. 	. . 	. .' 

• House of Representatives 	. 	. 
Canberra ACT 2600. . fly fax. (06) 273 4100 

: Dear Prime Minister, . 	 . 

The conservation Council of Weaxorn Aiastralia is the peak 
body for non-government 	yj9ment'orgafliS6ti0flS 
throughout WA, with almoSt 104ffiliated organisations.' 

Along with many other Western Australians, we have been 
attempting for many years to achieve ecological . ': 	-  
sus,tainability in the management 'of WA's unique an4 
•djsapparing native, forests. 	. 	. . 

A major aspect of our work over the past 18 years has 
been our. opposition to export woodchipping. Ever since 
its i!'ltroduction into WA under the guise ot 'waste 
utilisation'. woodchipping has been the driving force 
behind the destruction of our ancient and irreplaceable 
karri, warn 'and jarrah forests. 	 . : •. 

currently, over' 80% of all the wood produce'd from our 
karrS and marri forests is exported as woodthhips to 

• 	floduce paper that ends up on the wonid's'garbage dumps. 

At the same time. WA's conservation reserve Aystem for 
forests is far from adequate. This fact has been 
acknowledged by, among others 1  the Respurce Assessment 

• 	Commission which 'stated that "With the possible exception 
of the Australian Capital Territory', there is a need' for 

• ' 

	

	further reàervation of [foreeted] areas in all states and 
territoriea to 'achieve a fully representative, reserve 

• 	system."(Final Report. Vol. 1. P. .kxxviii). 	' •. 

The 'council believes that the, National Forest Policy 
signed by the tederal government and the government of WA 

• 	in December 1992 provided a useful basis for improving 
'the level of protection 'of forest ecbsystcms, fand 	, 
enhancing the many Social and,al.ternative economic values 
they contain:  

• 	'In'tbe months since that document was sighed, and with a"' 
change of'government' in WA, the'provisions of the NP? , 
relating to improved conservation measures have been 
completely ignored by' the WA government and industry. : 
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• 	Now we stand on the, brink of yet ènother round of 	- 

renewals for woodchip export licencés which,'under the 
new foreSt management plans recently approved by the 
state g'overñment, will mean a very large increase in the • 	
volume of woodchips and the area of forest to'be logged 

1 	primarily for wóodOhips ip WA. 

The targeted forests are almost entirely old growth, many 
of which are now listid, or nominated for interim 	.. 

• listing, on the Register of the National-Estate. Several 
endangered species included in the schedule of endangered 

• tpeaies to the. Càmmonüealth Endangered Species Protection 
Act depend on these forests for their survival.' 	- 

Increasingly, local communities throughout he south-üést 
- of WA; for -whom tourism based on- the scenic beauty of the' 
forests is- the only growth industry, are demanding that 

- - 	old growth forests be protected. 	. 	. 	- 

• We are now -  aware that the Minister for the Environment 1  - 
the Hon. Ros Kelly, is currentj.y seeking to ensure 	-. 

- - compliance with the National Forest Policy, especially as 
:it relates to the moratoHum on the logging of high 
conserv.ation value old growth and wilderness forests. -- 

It is our belief that the federal government must aét 
accordinE to the letter and spirit of the NP?, and - - 
enforce state compliance with the Nfl. To refuseto- do 
so would be to make a mockery of this and any other 
inter-governmental agreement. - Xndeed, we belieye that 
the federal government has a, legal, responsibility as a 
result of the NFP and other commitments to protect WA's - - 

high conservation value old .growth and wilderness - - - 
fore its. '-. 	 - - 	 - 	 -- 

We therefore call on. you to support the withholding of 
any woodchip expQrt licence ren'ewala until the full range 
of values of our native foreèts has been-assessedand, 
protected., -In particular, and in relation to WA, no - - 
renewals of wobdchiljcences should be approved before 
the Department of Conèer'i-ation and Land Management's 
(CALM's) new- forest management plans, currently open for 
a further period of- public, review until Slat December, - 
1993; have been subjected to a full environmental impact 
assessment under the Commonwea],th Environment Protection 
(Impact-of Proposals) Act. 	- . 	- - 	'• 	- 	- 	-- - 

- Yours thiiicerely 	.'• 	 - 	- 	 - 	 - , 	- 	 - --: - 	 , - 

	 - - - 

- 	:- 	- 	- 	-' 	- 	-- 	--' 	-- 	-- 	

- 	-- 	- 	-- 

(Dr) Beth Schultz  
- PreSident -  

Copy to: - Hon. Ros Kelly, Minister for the Environment - 

cm 

-- 
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MEDIA RELEASE 	 179si4flnsuenprth&*u 

Phone (09) 2200652 6th December 1993 	 Foz (09) 2200653 

Call for Court, Këating to Act on WA Forçsts 

The Federal Government should intervene to ban logging in Western Australia's native 
forests of high conservation value, environmentalist Dr Bob Brown said today .  in Perth. 

"Thc karri trccs in the Hawkc block ncar Pçnibcrton, for example, arc amongst the 
largest thing things on Earth. Their impendizg destruction would create national 
ou,trage and warrants the edaral Government using its' consdtu6onal powers," Dr 
Brown said. "It should not come to that. In fact, the Western Australith ciownunent 
and the Depaitnent of Cdnsen'ation and Land Management would win nations 
acclaim if they made the forest a National Park instead of a elcasfdll logging zone. But, 
if not, Canberra should act before the chainsaws move in on one of the wand's most 
inspiring forest rebns." 	. . 

Dr Shown visited the katil, janah, maul and blackbutt 9f the South-West over the last 
three days as a guest of the Western 4ustralian Forest Alliance (WAFA) and'rnet local 

ous in a number of centres. 

"The community-based campaign to end logging of the remnant natural forests is 
growing rapidly: the level of concern has never been higher. 1 think the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, the Western Australian Government and the 
Federal Government have all underestimated the going public rejection of logging in 
native forests, especially the export woodehipping of forests of national significance. 

"The Federal Gdvern±nent has recently used its corporations'powers agSt the State 
govcnunents on su©h issues as cigarette advertisingand giving banks the night to charge 
interest on c,edij cards, so using similar powers to enforce the National Forest Policy, 
which W.A. signed but is breaching, is entirely appropriate," Dr Browni saicL 

• . 	 "I found the forests stunning. They arc part of Wcstcni Australia's fame and 
reputation. Their destruction, mostly for woodohips, defies commonsense. To destroy 
these forests would violate the ,rthciple that we should ensure this world is passed on to 

• 	the next generation the richer, not the poorer, for our having been here," he said. 

Contact: Bob Brown (09) 220 0652 (W); (09) 384 6010 (H) 
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• 	 W1M1fl1,rr. 

•MU 	 Hon Ros Kdlly MP 	 .• 

My dear Prime Minister 

I am writing about the implementation  of the National Forest Policy Statement (NEPS), 
with particular reference to the south east forEst region of NSW. 

	

• 	As you would be aware, the NSW Government-is pressing for finalisatiort ofthe, 1990 SE 

	

• 	NSW forest agreement. While prepaád to support ratification of that agreement, I am. 
concerned that-appropriate recognition must also be given to thepolicy initiatives of the 
éubsequent NFPSand.the enactment of Commonwealth endangered species legislation. 
The fonnalisation of assuranc s given in 1990, with ut a mechanism to implement the 

	

• 	latter obligations, will severely limit their effective implementation in the region, in 

	

• 	addition to continuing the degradation of the values associated with a nuznbec of other 
Commonwealth environmEntal obligations.. 

I suggest there needs to be a transparent and sequential process concerning 
implEmentation of-the NFPS associated with coxninitmectt to the 1990 agreement 
reached with N5Wb This proposition is consistEnt with thepreferred approach 
(Option 1) outlined in your DepartmenIs brief toThe Hon MichaelLéeMP, Minister for 
ResQurces,. myself and your office on this matter. 

Mr Lee does not currently share my view regarding a future strategy for 
Commonwealth involvement In the region. The Minister has indica ted that re-opening 
the fundamentals of resource allocation and reserve boundaries would cause industly 
uncertainty and that he Wishes to finalise the 1990 agreement as soon as possible. While 
I agree. that we must give clue weight to industry concerns, I consider that a properly 

• structured approach to NIPS implemEntation, involving industry, and with a 
• commitment to consider alternative-resource and industry restructuring asturajicés,is 

now needed Itas worthwhile noting that the native hardwood timber industry is in 
decline in the region due to increased, regulation of industry by NSW and that 
restructuring will need to occur Ibelievethis combination of circumstances offer an 
opportunity to ensure the impleMentation Of thE NIPS itt the region. 

Under the NFPS governments coñunitted themselves to specificactions  toensure the 
protection of forests within a comprehensive adequate and representative reserve 

Parliament House, Canberra. ACt 26w. lelephone 062?? 7640 Facsimile 06273 4130 - 
401('JI')n 	.)dc 	ICC 	p.r 	ce ' .t 	 e 	0 eprr 
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I system. To date NSW has not responded.to  this initiative, particularly the commitment 
to survey forests for their old growth and wilderness values. Consequently, there 

• 

	

	continues to be considerable community concern that governments are failing to "avoid 
activities that may significantly affect those areas of o14 growth forest or wilderness that 

• 

	

	are likely to have a high conservationvalüe" (NFPS moratorium clause). Unless proper 
assessment of forests foithese values are undertaken, these concerns will continue. 

It is critical that there is an agreed Commonwealth intErpretafion of the moratorium 
.cbuse which provides interim protecijon for old growth forests and wilderness pending 
appropriate assessment: I note that your Department supports myintçrpretation of the 
moratorium clause (Option 1 of their brief). 

The 1990 decision did not take into account many of the environment and conservation 
obligations of the Commonwealth. For example, it did'not address national estate, old 
growth and wilderness, world heritage or endangered species. There has been no 
survey of old growth forests in the region. Since thededsion the NH'S, the Endangered 
Species !rotection Act (ESP Act) and the Biocliversity Convention have been agreed, all 
placing obligations on the CommonwealtK Studies on the nationally endangered long 
looted potoroó, the koala; the smokey mouse and the powerful and sooty owl have 
cohfirme4 that those species are at risk a 'the region 'undercurrent logging practices. 
Ten plant species and five species of vertebiates listed under the ESP Act are known to 
occur in the region and their protection has not been addressed. Further, it may be 
necessary for there to be additional assessment wider the Environment Protection 
(Impact of Proposals) Act 1974. 

Signing the 1990 agreement with NSW without an accoinpanying.coznmitment to NIPS 
measures would establish a most undesirable precedent for other States and. Territories 
concerning the level of Implementation expected of them. For example. Victoria also 
had a 1990 agreement but it is conhinuizg to undertake assessments in line with NIPS 
commitments. There are strong indications that Queensland intendS following a similar 
approach. Sensible treatment of these appmaches requires at the very least a consistent 
Commonwealth position regarding expectations under the NFPS. 

We ought also to recognise the real possibilitypf legal action by grOups c rnrnitted to 
securing implementation of theNFPS. I have been advised that if the 1990 agreement is 
signed the conservation nwvement.is proposing to take the Minister for Resources to 
court on the basis that he has not met his section 30 obligations under the AHC Act. I 

• understand that thEir argument will be that the agreemEnt does not take National Estate 
and endangered species Obligations into account and canbe'seen not to have done so. 
The Attorney-General's Department have recently advised my portfolio that the 
Minister for REsources, when granting an export licence, is required to take into account 

• operations conducted in areas outside places listed on the Register of the National 
Estate that may adversely affect those places values. The Department of Primary 
Industries and Energy, will not be able toprovide thisaddltloni information for thi'c 

year's export licences, so leaving Mr Lee potentially vulncrible to litigation. SystemAtic 
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old growth and wilderness surveys are required if the Australian Heritage Commission 
is to be able to provide adequate advice within a regional context to enable the Minister 
for Resources toadequately fulfil his obligations under the AHC Act. It is also.possible 
that, should Harris,Daishowa's licence be renewed without additional conditions that 

• address identified National Estate values, the ANC will be obliged to consider delisting 
of Coolungubra and Yowaka national estate areas (two of the three listed places in the 
region) as the National Estate values of those places will have been so degraded that 
they do not meet the requirements of the Act. 

It is my view that the imposition of additional conditions on all export licences would, 
jrovide an appropriate mechanism for implementing the NIPS and other 
Commonwealth environment and conservation obligations. This would involve. 
incorporating the NF1'S old-growth 'moratorium' clause, national estate and 
endangered species requirements in all licence renewals 

I hope that you will be able to give yoursupport to the approaches outlined above. 
Specifically, I would propose that a meeting be arranged between yourself, Mr Lee and 
myself in order to resolve this issue and that a joint Cabinet Submission, between 
myself and the Minister for Resources be developed to confirm the Commonwealths 
commitment to the implementation of the NF1'S and determine the basis upon which 
theConunonwealth might proceed with ratification of the 1990 Agreement. 

I have copied this letter to our colleague, the Minister for Resources, Mr Lee 

Yours sincerely 

C. -'•.'-: 

R.OS KELLY 
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C::16 7December 1993 

Kelly must advise Lee on conservation values 
of forests 

The attached pages describe to the best of Conservation Groups 
knowledge all areas which should be protected by the Moratotium 
clause of the National Forest Policy. Following the Cabinet decision on 
Monday, Ros Kelly was given a mandate to give advice to the 
Resource Minister, Michael Lee on what areas are in need of 
protection. This attached list is the absolute minimum amount of 
forested areas that Ros Kelly should be identifing as being in need of 
protection. This information has been in Ros Kelly's office for over a 
year. 

It is important to note that these lists are not exhaustive. 
Conservation groups do not have the resources of Federal 
Government Departments and comprehensive survey 1s identifying 
wilderness , Old Growth and High Conservation value Forests have 
yet to be completed. 

The Conservation movement and the community will be watching 
Ros Kelly's performance very closely. Ros Kelly has the support of 
cabinet and the Community to protect these forests. The 
Conservation movement has identified over 500 areas that need to 
be excluded from the export woodchipping licences These areas 
require Federal Government intervention to ensure they are 
protected, If Ros Kelly or Micheal Lee don't ensure these forests are 
safe then Paul Keating must display leadership and intervene. 

For further information contact Alec Marr 018 500 289 

) 



H V. (C1Q 
• (' 	

• .' 	1993194 Wood Utiisation Plan 
ORBOST REGION  

Coupes located, in forest axêas of high conservation value 

BLOCK 	COUPE NO. 	HIGH CONSERVATION AREA 

Brodribb 	501/13 	National Estate Area 
501/14 ' National Estate Area 
502/14 National Estate Area 

Nominated Wilderness Area 

508/01 National Estate Area, 
Nominated Widerness Area 
Regional Rainforest Site Significance 

'508/03 National Estate Area' 
Nomiflated Widerness Area 

• 	 , Regional Rainforest Site Significance 

Delegate 507/02 National Estate Area 

Ellery 	' 507/05 National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

• 
508/19 National Estate Area; 

Nominated Wilderness, Area 

508/20 	• Nominated' Wilderness Area 

Goongerah 	' 514/05 National Estate Area 

Küark 502/05 Regional Rainforest Site of Significance 

Martins Creek 511/11 National Estate.Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

513/17 	, ' 	 ' 	Nominated Wilderness Area 

Sardine 511/02 • 	 National Estate Area; 
Nominated Wilderness, Area 

West Errinundra 505/03 	' State Rainforest Site of Significance 
• 	 , 511/14. 	, State Rainforest Site of Significance 



UIJa 15'12 93 13:42 	t'61 3 650 

Yalmy 	505/04 	National Estate Area 

	

505105 	 National Estate Area 

	

508/01 	National Estate Area. 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

Coast Range 504/10 National Estate Area 

505/08 . 	 National Estate Area. 

Cobon 503/12 State Rainforest Site of Significane 
503/13 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

512/04 State Rairiforest Site of SignificanS 

514/05 State Rairiforest. Site of Significance 

514/08 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

Cobon 512/06 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

513/07 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

• . 

	Cociaggalah 506/03 NationalEstate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area. 

506/95 National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

506/07 . 	National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderiess Area 

509/01 	. National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

509/0.4 National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

509/05 	. . 	. 	 National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 



503/06 National Estate Area 
Nominated wilderness area 

• 508/01 National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness area 

Dinah 	. 507/03 	. State Rainforest Site of Significance 

507/06 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

Little River. . 	 508/03 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

509/13 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

• Lockup 511./08 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

521/05 State Rainforest Site of Significance 

Nixon 503/05 . 	 Regiqnal Rainforest Site of Significance 

Quadra 	. 	504/11 	State Rainforest Site of Sikni.ficande 

507/06 	State Rainforest Site of Significance 

507/10 	. 	State Rainforest Site of Significance 

- 	508/20 	State Rainforest Site of Significance 

Stony Peak 	502/02 	National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

508/07 	National Estate Area 
Nominated Wilderness Area 

Tennyson 	501./Q2 . 	 Nominated Wilderness Area 

503/I8 Nominated Wilderness Area 

503/20 Nominated 'Wilderness Area 

504/01 . 	 Nominated Wilderness Area 

Tonghi 	505/01 State Ra.inforest Site of Significance 



505/02 	State Rainforest Site of Significance. 

Wallagarauh 	502/02 The pre-logging flora and Fauna report is 
yet to be finalised. Some of these coupes 

504/09 could be in biological sites of 
of significance. 

504/12 

504/13 

Dawson 	503/K Old Growth Forest 
Old Growth Forest 

504/K. Old Growth Forest 



BLOCK 	COUPE NO 

NEERIM OPERATIONS AREA. 

Thomson 05101 (N1 

Draft Wood Utilisatioñ Plan 1993/94 '. 
CENTEL GIPPSLAND REGION 

CONSERVATION VALUES 	.VNPA'S PROPOSED NP. 
1 	vu€s 

NPBlàcknanws 
values recorded 

Within NPA's natiohal park proposal Block 28.: 
Wa!er production, area 	. 	.• Water production ctçhrnent 

I • Botanical site of state sigiii.ficance 

053,01 (N2) Within VNPA'S national park propbsal  
Water production area 	 . .. 	 . 

Benriies 	',' 	io/a,oi N22 Within VWPA'srnatioftal park proposal Block 23 
High proportion. of Leadbeatefs Poss um : 

H habitat 	. 	 . 	 . 	 .. 

, Patches of old-growth forest 
1OQOf,k)3 (N23) Withn V i-A's nationaipa 'k proposal . 	 .' 

lQ/9i05 (N24) Within VNPA's national park proposal " S 

1O[dJ 704 (N25) Within VNFNs national paik p±pposál ... 	TI 

(N26) Within VNPA's national park proposal 

lOájaI'b7 (N27) Within VNPA 1s national park proposal 



Conscrvailbn Council of Victoria, COEnITLentS on the Central Cippsland Draft Wood UtiIlsatIoi Plans 	2 

Tariigo .. 	11f5011'12(NZ8) Part of coupe within a rain.fdrest site 
of state significance 

11/501./14(N29) Part of coupe within a rainforest site 
of state significance 	- 

Block 24 
• Water pfoduction 
• Leacibeater's Possum hbitat 
• Old-growth -forest. 
• Rainforest sites of significance- 

11/506110 (N31) Part of coupe within a .  rainforest site of 
state significance 	: 

Lavery 	. 164S102 (('132) Within VNPNs national park proposal 

CONTiNGENCIES 

Thorhson 	05/508/01 N33):. Water production- area 

Tanjil 	06/504/17 (N37) Rainforest site of regional significance .  

Tooroi-tgo : 	Q°/533/03 (N43). Rainforest site of regional significance 

03/503/09 ('144). . Rainforest site of regional significance 

I? 

ii- 

Block 28 
• Water production area 
• Botanical site of slate significance 

	

• . 	. . 	08/504/03 (N45) Rainforest site of regional significance 

084505/09 (('147).. Within VNPA's nalicinal park proposal 

	

Loch 	. - .. 09/506/05 (N49) Part of couj'e within-a rainforest site of 
regional, significance 



Conservation Council of VictorIa Commenls on the Central Cippsland Draft Wood U6lisatloa Plans 	3 	 -. - 

	

Bennies 	10/DI04 (N55) Within VNPA's national park proposal Block23 
High proportion of Leadbéaers Possum 

habitat . 	.' 

	

I 	• Patches of old-grOwth forest 
• Rainforest site of significance.. 

1O9/0656) 	. 	 . 	
U 	 •- 	

:: H 	•: 
• 	 . - 	10V2Y07(N57) 	 It 	 U 

• 	iO(Oj'/08N58) 	 • 	.. 	: 	- 

10/505/02 (['159) Part of coupe Within a ráinforest site of:: 	 Ii 

• 	. 	 state significance 	. 	. 	 . . 

109103 (NT60) Withm VNPA's national park proposal 

10V56L07 (NM) Within VNPA's national park proposal 	 It 

1065)'lO ("J62)  Within VNPA's national parkproposal 

1 Taragp. 	. 1lXd/04 (N163) Within VNPA% national park proposal mock 24 	. . 
• Water production. 

- . 	. 	.. 	• Olthgrowth forest 
• Rainforest sites of national and state , 
significance.. 	 - 

11/506/13 (N164) Part of coupe within a rainforest site 
of state significance 	-. 



Conservation CotndI of Victoria, Commenid on the C 

Tarago 	11/506/15N65 

11/506/16(N66) 

116708(N67) 

La'ery 	164004 (N69) 

• 	 17206N7o) 

ERICA OPERATIONS AREA 

Bells 	05Ø3/10 E46) 

ántral Cippsland Draft Wood lJtllisalion Mans 	4 

Part of coupe wkhirt a rainforest site 
• of state significance 	: 	• 

Part Of coupe within a rainfórest site 	- 
of state significance 	H 

Within VNPA's national park proposal 

Within VNPAs national park proposal 

Within VNPAaS  nati9nal park proposal •: 
PP • 

Water production. ara 	-. 	Block 28 
Within VNPA's nztional park proposal ' Water production 

• Botanical site of state siMficance 

 

Cascade 

05t5S/12 (J47) 

nr Irnr 'Yin tflso\ 
w 

osjj)io4(E64) 

05A708 .(E65) 

65/)10 (EGG) 

•06(5dI'i8 (E84) 

II 

Sr 

I? - 

• 	
• 	H 

PT 

I, 

I, 

 

0109 E85) 



Block3l 	.. . 	. 
•Old-growth forest 
• Rainforest sites 
• Unreserved montane wet forest 
• Botanical:site of significance 

II 

U, 

Conscrvntion Council of Victoria, Comments on the Central. Cippsland Draft Wood Uti1saitop Plans 	5 

cascade 	. 06/506/.02.(106) Within a biological site of significance 

.06/506103 (ElO?) Within a site of biological significance 

067.08 E108) WiThin VNP4's national park proposal 

opt/io W110) . Within VNPAS national park proposal 

Eastern Tyers 07/501/13 W117 Within rairiforest site of relional 
significance .. 	 . 

0740j/20 (E126) Within.VNPA's national park proposal: 

Western Tydrs 08/501/19(E132) Within a biological MS of significance 

08/501/22 (B135) Probably within a biological site of 
sigrafI1 ance tapnok dear 

08)501/24 (E137) Probably within a biological site of . . 	. 
significance- rnap.not clear 	.. 	 . . 

	

I 1 

08Iq?20 (E149) road WithinVNPA's national park proposal . . 

08410 (E150) Within VNPA's nauoñai park proposal . 	 U' 

(E154) road Withm VNPAts national park proposal 



Conscn'aticn Council of Victoria, Comments on the 0 

• Western Tyers 08/506/11.(E155) 

	

• 	08/506/15 (13156) 

•0875018(E157) 

08/506/19(E158) 

	

• 	08/506/20 (E159) 

	

• 	(road) 

08/506/30 (E164) 

niral Gippsla nd .Draft Wod Utilisatfon Plans 	6 

Within rairiforest site of regional 
significance 

Within rainforest site of regional 
significance 

Within VNPA% national park proposal 

Within rafriforest site of regional 
significance 

Within rainforest.sife of regipnai 
significance 

Within rairiforest site of regional • . 
significance 

ft 	- 

ti 

w 

CONTINGENCIES 	 • •• 	• 

Bells 	05/504/07 (E4) Water production area 

• 	• 	•• 

 

05/504/15(rn9),. 	••• 

• 	05/505/06 (E4) 	.•• • I .  

05/506/07 (E50) 	•• 	U  
• 	05/506/09 (E52) 	• 	• 

Blcck28 
Waer-productionarea 

• Botanical site of state significance 
/ 	 • 

• 	
• 	 'I 	 •• 	• 



•. Rainforest éites of significance 
• Botanical site of - significance 

•Urdeseived inonlane wet fOfCSS 

'I 

Conservation Council of Victoria, Comments on the Central Gippslaad Draft Wood Ut!lisition Plan 	7 . 

Bells 	05/509/16(E70j. 	. 	. . 	. 	. 	. . 	• 1! 

05/512/14(E79) 

Cascade 	0W/4(E8i) 

06/501/11 (E86) 

II 	 . 	 II 

Within VNPA's nadonal park prdposal 

Itainforest site of regióral I 	. 
signifIcance 	. 	. 	. 
BiologIcal site of s:.gnthcance 

• 

02%602 (E90) Within VNPNs national park proposal 

• . 	. . 06/503/05 (E93) Biological site of significance 	 . 

• 	 . 	 . 

 

09/20.(E104) Within VNPA's national park propoal : 	•. 	.. 

Eas tern Tyes 07/501 /05.(E114) Rainforest site of regional 	Block 31. 
• ,. . 	. 	•' • 	significance 	.. 	. 	. 	• Old-growth forest 

07/501/15 (E121) Rainfoi'est site of regional 
- 	significance 

• 07750W 17 (B123) Within VNPA's national park proposal 

• 07/501/16 (E122) Within rainforestsite of regional 
• 	significance • 	• 

- 	 • 	 - 



Conservation CouncjEoI \'ktorin, Comments on the Central Cippslarkd  Draft Wood tJtilisation PIan9 	S 
- 

Western T)iers 08/502/10 (E140) Within biological site of significance 

08/50.6/31 Ei65) Within rainforest site-of regional .. 	. 
significance  

Erica 12/501/10 (E172) Within rainforest.site of regional 	. . 	. 	 . 	
. 

• 	 . 	
. significance . 	 : 	 . 	.• 	. 	. .. 	 . 

HEYFIELD OPERATIONS AREA.  

Map 4 	I. 152119/03/01 Within National EstatE area 	. 	•. . Block29 	. 	 .. 

.. Listed On the National Estate register 
• . . 	 . 	• . . .• Zoological site of:state  significance 

Rainforest site of state.significance 

Map 5 152/20/09/04 Withifl NationalEstatiarea • 	.. . 	 . 	. 	... 	. 

Rainforest. site of state-significance : 

Map 14 152/19/03/02 Withir% National Etate area  

Map 33 152, i905j01 Vvithm National Estate area 

Map 34 152/19/05/02 Within National Estate area 

MAFFRA-OPERATIONS AREA ..... 	 . 	.. 	 . 	. 	. 	 . 	 ... . 	 • 	
--. 

M26 	• 154/07/511/02 Within National Estate Area 	- • 	 . 	. 	. 	. 	 . 	 .. 	 . 	.... 



Brimbonga 509/03 	Rainlorest site of regional 
(509/01 	significance 
on map) 	Water production area 

504/02 	Rainforest site of regional 
significance 
Water production area 

Block 22 
•Botanical site of state significance 
• Leadbeater's Possum habitat 
• ilainforest site of significance 

Block 22 
• Botanical site of state significénce 
• Leadbeater's Possum habitat 
• Rainforest site of regional significance 

Tarango 

Little Yarra 

505/01 

505/02 

Rainforest site of regional 
signifIcance 

Wattle and overmature trees are an integral part of the forest ecosystem 
and thus should not be removed to regenerate 

BLOCK COUPE NO. 

1993/94 Draft Wood Utilisation Plan 
DMJDENON& REGION 

CONSERVATION 	 VNPA's PROPOSED NP 
VALUES 	 VALUES 

NP Block names 
• values recorded 

Leadbeater's Possum habitat 
Close to Ma River Track scenic 
walk 

Block 23 
Highest proportion of Zone 1 

Leadbeater'sPossuxn habitat In 
Dandenong Region 
• Rainforest site of state signific 
• Large patches of old-growth I 
• High recreation and tourism v 

rr 	510/01 

the 

ance 
ore s t 
alue 

1±, 



524/0 1 	Leadbeater's Possum :habitat 
Close to Ada River Track Scenic 
walk 

Close to Ada River Track scenic walk. 

517/ 01 	Leadbeatefs Possum habitat 
• 	 On the Ada Hiver Road which is 

• 	 promoted as a scenic drive by tourism 
• 	. . authorities 

519/01 . OntheAdaRiverRoadwhich!s 
promoted as a sterile drive by tourism 
authorities 
Leadbeater'S Possum habitat 

519/02 	OntheAdaltverRoa4whichis 
• 

	

	. promoted as a scenic drive by tourism 
authorities 
Leadbe ater's Possum• habitat 

519 / 03 	Leadbeater'S Possum habitat 

504/0 1 	Zone 1. Leadbeater's Possum 
habitat 
Rainforest site of state significance 

504/02 	Zone 1 Leadbcatèr's Possum 
• 	• 	habitat 

Rainforest site of state signfficancc 

Pioneer 	502/04 	. Rainforest site of state 
	 Block 24 

SD 



significance. 
Near Pioneer Creek - site of 
TallAstelia colonies 

: 	\1NPA's national park 
proposal 

• Tall.Astelia locailtiS 
• Leadbeater's Possum habitat. 
• Patches of old-growth forest 

516/02 	Large Mountain Ash on site 
Within.VNPA's national park 
proposal. 

514/01 	Within VNPA's national park 
proposal 

502/02 	Within VNPks •  national park 
proposal 

514/02 	Zone 1 Leadbeater's Possum habitat 

08/,512/03 Two coupes marked as such 

08/508/03 . Marked on the man but riot incuded in the schedule 
Has rainforest in the coupe 

Bunyip . . 	500/02 	. Rainforest site of national 
signifIcance 

Block 24 
• Melbourne Water water supply 
catchment 
• Old-growth forest 
• Rainforest site of national significance 
• .Whole Bunyip River catchment is largely 
undisturbed 



• 	50 1/02 	Ralnlorest site of national 
• 	 significance - probable, map not detaitedenough 

508/01 • 	Rainforest site of national 	• I  

significance- probable, map not deal enough 

• 	508/02 	•. Rainlorest site of national 	• 	• 
significance • 	• 

• 510/01 	iRainforest site of national 
significance 	• 



BLOCK COUPE NO 

1993/94 Draft Wood.Utiisation Plan 
• ALEXANDRA REGION 

CONSERVATION VALUES 	VNPKS PROPOSED NP 
VALS. 
Propósed NP block number 

a1ues recorded : 

Block.5 	. 
• Rainforest sites of sighificance 
• Highly used recreatior  area 

Blotk8 	. 	. 
Rainforest site of natiOnal sigidficánce 
Botanical site of natibual significance 

• Listed on the register of the National 
Estáte. . . 

Kalatha 	863 /10 
	

Rainforest site of regional significance 

Acheron 	010/01 (AM21) RainforestsiLe of national significance 
Site of botanical significance. 

011/03 (AM 22) .Rainforest site of national - significance 

Stevenson 	509/01 
	

Within Marysville water supply 	Block 12 
càtchment 	 • Patches of old-grnwth forest 

1.6adbea ter's r OssUnt na Di tai: 

510/01 
	

Within VNPA's nétional park propésal 

Upper Taggerty 507/01 (AM27) Rainforest site of.state significance 

523/01 (AM28) Within the \TNPA's national park 
proposal 

Blôck15 	. . 
'Old-growth forest 
• Leadbeater's Possnmii¼bitat 
I Rainforesf site of state igmificance 
Block 11 	. 
•Old-growth forest 
• .Leadbeateft Possum habitat 



Torbreck River Di 0/01 (AM30) Within VNPA's national park proposal Blocks 13 
•: Leadbeater's Possum habitat 

009/06 (AM32) within VNPA's national $rkproposal • Rainfàreèt site of state significance 
• Site of natidnalbotanical significance • 	 (Cuinberland Scenic Reserve) 

Rubicon 	 Would question: whether the past, curreflt 
• 

and proposed future high le&el 
of harvesting in this area is ecOlogically 

• 	 sustainable. 	• •. 	• 	 • 

Snobs 	• 	020/93 (AMID) On the slopes of MFBullfight which Is Block 17 • 
• 	 reote • andlargely undeveloped. 	•remote and undeveloped • 

Raforestite of re&onal  sigficance • Leadbeater's PoSsum habitat 



•1. 

1993/94 Draft Wood Utilization Plan Colac 	Region 

Coupes locafed in forests of high conservation value. 

Bibck Coupe No. High Conservation Area 

Wait-a-While 1 0/502/1)1 National 	Rainforest site of 
significance 	. 	. 

Clearwater . 	07/505/01 State Rairiforest site of 
• 	. 	 . 

significance 

• 	East Barham.. 04/506/02 Regional Rainforest site of 
significance 

Wild dog 21/501/01 Regional Rainforest site of 
• 	. 	

. significance 



•1 

Message; 

Rainfbrests in the MackayLPmsperpine area of high conservation value with current or 
pioiiosed logging: 

	
f SsCCe- 3t0 COC3 ?5 

State Forest 652 Cau1ey' 	Management Unit 26 	Current sale 

State Forest 579 Mia Mia 
S tate Fotes.t 679 MIa Mia 
State Forest 679 Mia Mia 
State Forest 062 (amS 

State Forest 062 Gamma 
State Forest 062 Etingélla 

Management Unit 09 
ManaEeznent Unit 28 
Manage meat Unit 27 
Management Unit 12 
Management Unit 21 
Mafiagement Unit 13 

Current sale 
Current sale 
Future sales 
Future sales 
Futtxe sales 
Futuxt sales 

StateForest 299 Conway- ManaementUnft 11 Current monrorium 
State Forest 299 Conway Management Units 7-10 Future sales 

Mt Cmrnpton Pastox1 Holdiig Management Unit 16 Current sale 
Mt Q-oznpton Pastoral Holding . Management Unit 19 Future sales 

TberResee 122 Glincoc ManagementUnit29 (Connofs 
Ti riber Reserve 179 ICe! Via Management Units 24-27 Future sales (Connors Ri) 

. 

Total number of pages, including this sheet 	1 
If all pages notreceived,pleasecontactAK 	- on(07) 368 1318 

TOTL 	p.2 



Forest blocks containing unlogged nd other high conservation 
vajueforest that is, oris likely 1  to be logged to produce 
woodchips during 1994 

Central Forest Region 

arrabu 	very rich in fauna 
ngo  

Blackpoint 	 I 

Forest blocks in the Blackwood river valley 

Rray- very rich in fauna 
ro 

(Hester 	not 1994) 
Hovea - 1994 
(Kerr - not 19941 
Nunn's Block (owned by Burjings Forest Products) - 
Preston 	 I 
Rosa 	

I 

Corner area) 
Telerah 	 I 
Towers - 1994 
Wilga - 1994 
Woopwoop - 1994 

If the Hanjimup to Beenup Power Line goes ahead 

Chester - 1994 
Hilliger - 1994 
Storry - 1994 

1994 

Swan (Northern) Forest Region 

All remaining areas of unlogged f&rest should be 
limits' 

ItO Ajjd(kS 	±o 	Ct...,ttsl Por 

included as 'p•ff 



1—UhL:-4a LdtL' 1 t' :4r UIINtF-VR I il_In 

./ 

• 	
Forest blocks containing unlogged 
value forest that is homjnated to 

• 	National Estate and is, or is1ik 
woodchipg during 1994 	• 

Southern Forst Resion 

Boyndaminup* 
Burnett 
	

0 

Burnaide 
challis 
Challar* 
Cha nn yb e a ru p 
Chitelup - 1994 
Collins 
Collis# 
Corba]. - 1994 
Court 

3,• 7, 9, 14 - 1994 
Daweon 
__________ 1994 
• Dombakup® 
Owalgan - 1994 
Gardner 
Hai- 1994 roading 

tone 
Kingsi)- 1994 
Lindsay 
Lochart®. 
bong* 
Merton 
Mindanup* 
Nairn 
Nelson 
•Netjo 
Ordnance 

Wrng 

 
1 -, 1994 

S 
Solaj. 

• $utton@ 
Trent# 
Yeticup- 1994 (removed from list 
Warrup - 1994 

nd other high consevaiiion 
listing on the Register of the 
y, to be logged to produce 

nominations) 

*Roading and/or logginj has ocpurre in forest nominated for 
listing since the nomination took place 

#Forestnot nominated for listing 

@Already heavily logged 



H : - 
2ri,Cj2 - 

NSvJ 
HIGH CO4JSERVATION  VALUE FORESTS 

AT RISK IN 1993 
per NEFA 17.12.1$92 

and should be re*d  in addition to specific nominated forest areas. 

All stath forestethe subject of 
an E. I. j. REQUIRED UNDER THE TIMBER INDUSTRY INTERIM 
PROTECTION ACT 192 ARE HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS. THOSE AT 
RISK IN THE NEXT': 6-12 MONTHS, ARE TilE FORESTS FOR WHICH AN E.I.S. 
IS REQUIRED TO B PRODUCED WITHIN THAT PERIOD. (See Schedule 4 as 
to timetable for;: EIS preparation) & 14mh€ C-n'cs&. :lMsts 

THESE FORESTS P 
AND COMPARTMENT 

1 9rhna.i1a 1 - C 

IDENTIFIED ON A MANAGEMENT AREA, STATE FOREST 
:s IN A LIST APPENDED TO THE TI(IP) ACT 1992 AS 

None of these 
for high cons 
cultural hen 
for possible 
conservation 

The FCNSW have 
currently onex 
forests as recoir 
as meeting the i 
evaluatipns of 
for whidh E.I.S. 
be at risk when 
NSW Minister foi 

Four E.I.S.'s he 
Innes and Dorril 
undertaken by PC 
MA's are utterl 
should not be r 
challenged in N 
and Mount Royal 
Dorrigo MA EIS 
evaluated by MEl 

S will have been subject to regional assessments 
ion values, old growth forest values, aboriginal 
significance, nor will they have been considered 
isbn in a comprehensive, representative nature 
ve system. 

stated that the E.I.S.'s under preparation or 
ibition DO NOT INVOLVE assessment of old growth 
ended by RAC. These E.I.S.'s CANNOT be considered 
!quirements of professional forest assessment and 
ugh conservation values'. Thus the list of areas 
s are required, identities HCV forests which will 
heir E.I.S.'s are completed and determined by the 
Planning, National Party MLC Robert Webster, 

been prepared to date - Mt Royal, Winghain, Glen 
Management Areas. The limited impact assessment 

;w in relation to both the Wingham and Mount Royal 
inadequate, biased and misleading. These EIS's 
led on by the Commonwealth and are likely to be 
courts. Comprehensive submissions on the Wingham 
EIS's failures are available. The Glen Innes and 

re still on exhibition and are currently being 
for the preparation of formal submissions. 

NO WORK SHOULD R PERMITTED IN THESE AREAS PENDING THE COMPLETION 
OF COMPETENT SCIENTIFICALLY  VALID ASSESSMENTS OF HIGH CONSERVATION 
VALUE, OLD GROtTH FOREST VALUE, AEORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 
SIGNIFICANCE MID:2  THE SELECTION OF A COMPREHENSIVE, REPRESENTATIVE 
NATURE .CONSERVA'I*ON RESERVE SYSTEM. 





I I. 

- 	. . :. 	•. .. 	•. 

• 	.. ., 
I 

• 	. 	.. 	.. 	. 	. 	. . . 	• . 	. . 	:. •.. 

ft 

• ._•••.. 

't
CARP 

 kons 

 

My 973 

: 

-. 

_MaeI 

--- - 	 Sa 

I 	 10 

Thnber Industry .  (Interim Pmrei4on) 1992 

JLE 1—SUBSTANTIAL AREAS OF OLD OROWTH 
ON. WHICH NO LOGGING OPERATIONS MAY BE 

ED OUT UNTIL AN. EIS 15.OaTAftqEb—conEnued 
I 	

F 

ereto dedicated IS January 124, 19 December 1952 and 18 
respectively, the part of ForetLand StAte Forest No: 529, 
7 July 1917, and the whole of No 4 Exiension thereto, 

Jantary 1987, within companments 153 and 154. 229 to 
'e, 2i6, 238 to 240, 247, 263 to 266, inclusive, 287, 289 291 
lusive, and 320 to 330, inãlusi*e,' Of the Tenterfield 
Area, having an area of about iO,027 hectares 

$k are shown by hatching n tle diigram ca(alogued Misc F.  
office of the Forestry Coynqussiøn 

ON BRIDGE—GLEN INNEP MANAGEMENT AREA * 
• of Warm State Forest No 335, cfetheatea 2 February 1917, 
le of Nos I and 2 Extensions theteto, 4edicatej 6 Febthary 
December 1973, respectively,'havidg an area of about 1,900 

f Oakwood State Forest No 55, dedicated 12 October 1917, 
'of Nos. 1,4, 5 and 6 Ex;eàsibñs'theieIo; dediëated 30 April 
.ugust 1983, 16 January 1987 and 20 October 1989, 
and the whole of No 3 ExtensIon thereto, dedicated 22 

within companrnénts; 116  .tolIB;inclusive, 138  and 
pans of compaThnenth99,100,'102,115,436; 137 and 139 
fnnes Management Area, hasing an area of about 3,517 

of Glen News State Forest No 656, dedicated 31 May 
re whole of Nos 1, 2 and 3 Extensions thereto, dedicated 9 
fli, 2 January 1953 and.11 Ari119&6, resp4ctivëly, having 
about 6,208 hectares 
pf London Bndge State Forest Nb 309, dedicated 5 January 
an of Nos 1 and 2 Extepsions thereto, dedicated 13 
025 and 19 Nnvtniber1Q7&nvrc*ióW nnd 'the whnle af 
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7ljr erIndustry (Interim Pmtectin) 1992 

SCHEDULE 1 —SUBSTANTIAL AREAS OF OLD OJtOWTH 
FORESTS ON VHICI-1 NO LOGQING OPERATIOr4$ 	BE tMAY CARR LED 0 'F UNTIL AN ELS IS OBTAThJED—.CQPJInued 

and 19 becembei 1986, respeOtively, having an area of about 9,526 -. 	.. 	............... 4  
FIte whule of F serve from ,Saie for. 'limber No 5528L'notified 10 

November 1922, wing an area of about 87 hectares 
These Iqncis aje iowa by hatching on the diagñm catalojtjed Misc F. 

12041111 , 016 offict of the Forestry Commzss,o 

MOUNT Mi RSH—.CASIr40 WEST MANAGEMENT AREA 
The parts of Ii' 

Extensions, 	dedic 
'urn Marsh State Forest No 	770, Nqs, 2 and 4 
ted 	30 	March 	1973 	and 	5 	September 	1975, respectively, within 'ompanments 428, 429, 432. 433 and 44 and part of 

compartments 430 id 431 of the Casino West Management Area, having 
an area of about 3 )0 heccares, and being 'he land shown by hatching on 
the diagram catak 
commission. 

tid Misc 	F 	1205 in the OffIce of the Forestry 
. 

CUNCL MANAGEMENf,tJtEA 
The whole ott 

dedicated 12 July 4 
ilmorton Sthte Forest No 	814, No 	2 ..Ektenszon, - 
'74 and the pan of Dalmopon,St,ate Forest No 814, 

No..-4 Extension, d licated II March 1977, within corñpartinents 508 to 
545, inclusive, 552 555 to 559, inclusive 1  and comparunt 538 of the 
Qrafton Man*gemne t Ama, having an area of about 8,590 hectsrts, and 
I?eiug the land sho n by haidung on the diaram cai4ogjed Misc F. 
1206 in the office 1 thc. Foresty Comuussion 	- 

CHAEL NDI—DORRICO MANAGEMflJT AREA 
The part of Cliac undi State Porest No 996, dedicated 14 September 

1973, the part of Ni 3 and 5 Extensions thereto, dediated4 Jdne 1981 
and 19 March 1982, -espectively, and the whole of Chacjun& State Forest V No 996, No 2 Ext tsion, dedicated 18 Ap1 1975, within $mpartments 
155 to 165, inclusi' , 193. 199, 201 to 204, inclusive, 207, 209 to 219, 
MCluslvg. 	221 to '7, mclusive, 238 to 256, inclusive, 273 to 284, 
mcjusive, and 302 306. inclusive, of the Dorrigo Management Area, 
having an area of ibout 14,200 hectares, being the hnd shown by P hatching on the dir ram catalogued Misc P. 1207 in the 'office of the 
Forestry Commissli i 
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Thither IPIdUStIY (interim 'Pro:ecVlOflJ 1992 	
: 

SOlE dJLE 1_SUBSTANTIAL AREAS 'OF OIl) GROWTh 

PORES $ ON WHICH NO IL0001NG OPERATIONS MAY BE 
CAR lED OUT UNTIL *N EIS IS OBTAINED_connnhled 

WALCI{A.NUNDLE MANAGEMENT AREA 

Th 	' ole of. Ben Halls dap State Fotst No 	950, dedicated 7 
thereto, 

Septembe 3956 and the wh$e 
1962 and November 

of Nob Extensions 
31 August 1984, tespenively, having an dedcaed 

aretof out 2,850 hectares 

tie pa of Nowendoc StatelForest No 310, dedicated 29 December 
1916, the 
1983 am 

parts of Nos 7 and 
16 September 1983 

8 Extensions thereto, dedicated 11 March 
Specüvely,' and the whole of No 9 

txtensioi 
inclUsive 

dedicated IS May 
219 and part of compartmentS 

1984 0  within compartmentS 206 to 210, 
205, 211, 217 and 218'of the 

Waleha4 undle Management Area, having an area of about 	1,970 
1 

The 

• 	: 

ts of Tuggolo state 

:.: 

Forest N6 312 !4os I and 2 Extensions 

dedicate 17 february 1950 md II May ibs& respectively, and the 
whole of o 13 Extension, dedicaS 18 May 1984, within compartments 
260 to 2 6, inclusive, 268...269, 273 and 318 to 325, inclusive, of the 

4,440 
Wa1thai undle Management Area, havin3 an area of about 
bee 	s 

The p. t of Giro State Forest No 286, Nø 2 Extension, dedicated 12 

Novemb '1954, arid the whOle of Giro State Fote.st No 286, Nos 7 and 
14 Exu tS1Ofl, 	dedicated 	18 July 	1975 	and 	Ii 	February 	1987, 

respectis ly, having an wea 41 about 3,370 h&Ctares 

Tire 'pi t of Riamukka State Forest No 992, No 3 Extension, dedicated 
.25.Janw y 1974, within comprtments 68, 69, 72, 73, 74, 75 and part of 
compan ent 84 of the WakhaNund1e Management Area, having an area 

..bf:*bó ;h43P 	etáres •.• .. . 

These ands, are shown by hatching on the diagram catalogued Misc R 

I2QS ij the office of the Forestiy commissiol 

KEMPSEY MANAWEMrnI' AREA 

The ole of Pee Dee st4e Forest No 600 dedicated 9 Novembdr.  '3 
1917, whole of Nos 1 and 1 2 Extensions theicto, dedicated 20 January " 

1928 6 July 1979, respectively, the parts of Nulla-Five Day State 
Fores60,1, 

106 

Nos 7 and 8jExt 
respecbvely, anFi  

ensibps, dedicated 10July19
tob971, the whole ofulIa-Ftve Day State 

No; 17 	E 	nsiqn,ddicàte4.8uthL 198i, 	win 
compents 88, 89, 91 to 94, inclusive, and Ørt of compartments 90 

1 - 

- , J• 	 4 

I 
. 	• '•C• 	-- 	............... .. 
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	145-  áñd:pàrtof 
Managemem Area, 

• 	
dtdicated'8:.Oc*i 
No.601.Nbs.. 10* 
MBrch 1988, tsp: 
No 3 Extefl5jon, di 

of
State Forest No 33 

Lower 

•Jütië.t 
• 16ji 

Wulklt 

1209 

Whàle:b, 
9.Sepër 

s_u ,  

• Waüàbo 

1949 !ftc"P 
WawhPpë j4ng 

Industiy (Interun Protectto4 19 

;UBSTANTIAL AREAS OP OLD GROWTh 
p 

[ICH NO LOGGING .opEiwIows: . MAY BE 
UNTIL AN EIS IS OBTAINED—.coiusnued 

y Management Area, having an arà of about 2,300 

ive Day State Forest No 6O1, No" 8 Extension, 
971, within com$ñrerns101,124;25,i43 and 
npartments 102, 123 and 144 	jhe Kempsey 
nnng an area of about 2,000 heclares 

601, No, 8 Exston, 9ve Day State Forest No 	 tea 
971 and the whole of Nulla-Five bay State Forest 
118 Extensions, dedicated 2 August 1974 and 31 

t the p 	
of  Styx Riyer Stati.ForistNo; 339, 

icated 22 January 1971, the whole of Styx River 
No. 6 Extension, dedicated 36Apntz.1982 ; ihepart 
Forest No 161, dedicated 24 Juttei9l4, the parts 
nsións thereto, dedicated l7Octobr.i924?and 3 
y, and the whole of Lower Creek State corest No 
d 7 Extensions, dedicated 1 Decemlr 1908' 10 
September 1984 and 27 June 1986 respectively, 
1,6, 7, 12,. 14:to 23,inc1usive, 2'/.i05 to  122, 
comparnnent 104, of the Kèth$eyMànag.ment 
of about 11,500 hectares 
die Pàrisheñ of DudleyiPahtbn, WãrSto and Willi 

Hey, having an area of,about 11.;000tèctares. . 

wn by hatching on the diagram catalogued Misc F.  
I the Forestry Commission 

UCHOPE MANAGEMgNT AREA 
Boss State Forest No 910, 	 ov dQdcatd 11 Nember 

a" : 	:iUie :198.2,  the I Extension thereto, dedicated  1l 
State Forest No9i0,No. i7txtensiôn, dedicated 

d the parts of Yessabah State Fores 	No 602, Nos 
ledicated 1 October 1982 and 30,De6embet -1983, . 	7 

)rpart'nentg 	 to . 	. 

322, inclusive. and 325:to 332; IflélOsive of the 
'at Area, having an area or about 5.500 hectares 
Boss State Forest No 910, dedicated U November 
ments 94 to 98, inclusive, 116 and 117 of the 
at Area, having an area of about 1.100 hectares 

•'... 	........ 	•, 1' . 	•. 

• 	. 	• 	• 	;:. 	 . 
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,nber Indusny (interim ?roteeuo*) 1992 ' 

SCITEDUL. I -SUBSTANTIAL AREAS 0 0th GROWTH 
FORESTS C 4 W}IICH NO LOGGING OPERAt1ON$MAY. BE.• 

CARRIEL OUT UNTIL AN £15 IS OBTAINED-continued 

The part of 1 otint Boss State Forest No 910, dedt$ted 11 November 
1949, the whor of. No 7 Extension theretq, dedicated * February 1968, 
and the part C No 	13 Extension thereto, dedicatcd:5 January 1979, 
Within6 cbjnpa ments 	123, 

1
125 	to 	132, 	inclusIve, 	and 	334 	of the 

Wauchope Ma agement Area, having an area of. abqut 1,500 hectares 

tice part of bunt Boss State Forest No 910, dedicated 11 November 
1949, and the 'hole of No 6 Extension thereto, de4icated 	2 December.  
1967, wqhin ompartrnents 264 to 272, incluswe. and 304 of theW. 

Wauchope Mt lagement 44.rea, together with the Crown land within 
portIon 12 Par ii of Moorabark, County of Macquarle,'haviflg an area of 
gbouJ2,400hcIares , 

'The pait c Ballengarra State Forest No 	474 	bios 	2, 3 and 8 
Extensions, de 1 Ast 1924, 4 Septediber 1925 Mid 5 January icau4 	Ugu 
1962. respect ely, and the whole of Ballengarra Stateorest No 474, 
Nos 10 and 3 Extensions, dedicated 21 Febcuy ISM and 11 April 
j969, rcspecu' Iy, within compartments 39, 40 and 43 tb' $3, inclusive, of 
th Wauchop vlanagement Area, having an area of about 3,000 hectares 

The pa8 ot oylcs River State Forest No 911, 4edicbed 11 November 

1949 pa 
.
rt of 1 o I Extension thereto, dedicated 25 June 1971, and whole 

of Mpunt Sea in State Forest No 877, dedicated 20 November 1942, 
within compa cments 155, 	156 to 	158, intlusive, 	1$9, 	168 to 	195, 
inclusive, 201 to 203, inclusive, 205 and 206 and part' of compartment 
154 of the W ichope Management Area, having an atsa df about 4,200 

lietwes I 

'fliese lands ire shown by hatching on the diagram catalogued Misc 
1210 in the i te of the Forestry Commission J.  

NGHAM MANAGEMEN+'A*A * 
The parts f Doyles River State Forelt Ho, p11, dedicated 11 'tt 

November 1' 9, the 	ho1e of Enfield State Forest No 	337, No 	6 

Bxtcnsion de icated 23 November 1956 and the pS of Eniield State 

Forest No 33 , Nos 5, 7, and 12 Extensions, dedicated 21 March 1952, 
22 	January 1971 	and 	29 	September 	1984, 	rcàpcctively, 	within 

compartiflenu 278 to 283 and 285 to 287, inbiusive, 28, 290, 293 to 296 
and 302 10 3( , Inclusive, of the Wftjgflain Management Area, having an 
areS of abou 3.500 heclares 

I 

- 
I- - 
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Tzm& Industry (Intenm ?rotectwn) 1992 	 - 

SCHEDULE 1- SUBSTANTIAL AREAS OF OLD GROWTH 
FQRESTSO8Y HICK P40 LOGGING OPERATIONS MAY BE 

C#,BRIED OL r UNTIL AN EIS IS OBTAINED-coitthwed 

The pirts of So a State Forest No 	285, Nos 	9, 13, 17 and 19 
• 	 . . 	

. 	E*tensioris. dedicat 1 4 February 1966, 20 February 1970. 28 December •., 

• 	 .... 1973 andj Febnth 1915 and the pafts of ,  Doyles River State Forest No, 
.911 and No. I 	t nsion tftW, dedicated II :Nbvembe? 949 ind 25 
June 1971, rtspecti ely within compartments 174, 186, 204, 207, 223 to 
233, inciusiveJ236 239 to :248, 251 .o 255. and 258 to 260. inclusive, 
262, 264 to f75, in us,ve, and parts of compartments I6, 208 and 235, 
of the Wingham ahagement Area, having an area of 	bout 8,100 
hectaits - 

The pans of t ylec Rner 	State Fortst No 	91t 	dedicated 	11 
November i49. 'it hin compartments 212. 213, 216 aM part 209 of the 
Wtngham Menagei ent Area, having an area of about 600 hetares 

The vih1c O1& p State Forest No 285. No 18 Extension, dedicated 
17 July 1974  and pans of Bulga Sjate Forest No. 285; Nos. 9 and 11 F 
Extensions 	dedicl d 4 February 1966 and 	11 	April 	3969, wIthin 
compartments 	117 118 	157, 	183, 	184 	and 	185, 	inclusive, 	of the 
Winghanf Manage ent Area, having an area of about 1,500 hectares 

the parts of D a State Forest No 779, Nos 	1 and 3 Extensions, 
dedicated 20 Api 1923 and 28 Mwch 	1952, respectively, within 
compartments 142 147 inclusive, of the Wingl'am Management Area 
hiving an area 01 about 1,200 hectares 

The parts of Km 'ut State Forest No 767, dedicated 15 July 1921, the 
pans of Dingo Sta Forest No 779 and Nos 3 and 5 Extensions thereto, 
dedicated 26 Ma' •22,28 March1952.and 9 July 1965, resecve1y, tht 
whole of Butga Sri e Forest No 285 No 16 £xtension, dedicated 10 May 
1974  and the parts Df Bulga State Forest No 285 and \os 1, 4 7 and 9 
Extensions thereto dedicated 8 December 1916, 9 January 1920, 24 June 
19494  13 January 161 and 4 Fetuary 1966, respectIvely. withir?parts of 
compartments 19. I. 12. 14, 2O,.28;29,$4, 35. 37, 38, 40; 41.43 1  46 ••• 

• 	49 50 54, 55, 56 63, 65, 72, 74, 7577, 7981,834 84, 148, 149, 151, 
163, 180, 181 an 182 of the Wmghazn Management Area, having an 
ext 	of aboqi 5,t 0 hectares 

TheiIandgari ;hown by hatchiigdi pt ans . caikldgtiedtMistF. 1211 - 

(in 10 sheets) in the office of the Forestry Comm uion. 
I 
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Ei..l—SUBSTANTiAL. AREAS OF -OLD GROWTh 
)N WHICH NO WGGINCPOPERA1IONS MAY BE 
) OUT UNTIL AN EIS IS OBTAINED—cPnhinUed 
I 	 I 	 - 

LNGTON TOPS—GLOUCESTER MANAGEMENT 
AREA 	 I - 

I Sewam Brook State Poret Wa 16, Ns 3, 4 arid 8 
dtcacd 19 June 1951, 28 June- 19636d 11 October 19911 
rid the parts of Bamngton 1bps SIS Forest No 977 and 
Extensions thereto, and the whole of No 5 ExtensIon 

ued 21 October.1960. 20 Oq(bbef i61, 18 January 1974 
974, respectively, wE'hin compurtmencs 44 to 68, inclusive, 
3, inclusive, 116, flq and 123, 126 10 155, and 168 to 171, 
be Gloucester Maipigement Area, tittg an area of'tbout 
's and being the land ,hn ow.diiagranvcatalogued Misc F 

office of the Fprestry Cofluntsiofl. 	- 

OHEStER MANAGEMENT AR 	'INCLUDING t  
W1ISPERING 	Ui3y 

of Mount Royal 'Stali Foresi No 21, No I Extensofl, 4E 
March 1951, and part of Clnchestcr 'State Forest No 292 
tension thereto, dedicated 19Ianury 117 and 21 October 

,;nbl ustve, 99, 141 to tvely, within compartments 60 to 	8 i 
e, 	145 and 	167 to 	171, 	thclusive, .of the Chichester 
Area having an area of about 5,500 hectares, and being the 
y hatchIngon thedlaamcat31OgUtdMi$C F No 1213 in 
the Forestry. ComthtssIon 

CREEK—MOUNT ROYA . Lt MAtAGtMENT ARtA 

)f Mount 	oya1 State Forest No 297, aedicated 19 Janáazy 
compartments 115 to 178 and 4601 	204, inclustve, of the 
Management Area, having an arta of thout 1,900 hectares, 
land shown by batching on the diagrani calogued Mist F 
office of the Forestry Cornm*sstoft 
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HIGH CO!*ERVATION VALUE FORESTS 

AT RISK IN 1993 
per NEFA 11.12..190 2.  --- 	. -- .1 e KTfl'T' a,cItaflStlPe 

Wild Cattle Cc 

GRAFTQN 

KEMPSW( 

TENTERFIELD 

URUNQ. 

WALC8A-NUflDI 
Mummel Gulf 

WINGHAM 

- 
I in addition to NSW TI(IP) Act 1992 Schedule 1. 

). as 	STATE 	COMPARTMENT NOS. or 

)ERNESS 	FOREST(S) 	CATCHMENTB 
NPWS 	 Cpt no.s are inclusive 

HPOOL 	WASHPOOL 	: 686-694, 697-699 
BILLILIFSRA ) 579,695,696, 700-713 

MOUNT MARSH 	whole of opts. 430 and 
431 

WILD CATTLE CK 525, 	524, 	580, 
BIELSDOWN 581, 	583, 

fr FAWKES R. CHAELUNDI in addition to TI(IF) 
Act area, 	cpts 	180, 

198, 	
200 

NN/BINDERY DALMORTON in addition to tI(IP) 
Act area, unknown opts 
the proposed site of 
Mosquito Creek :.Roàd 

MISTAKE. 331-334, 336-339, 	361, 
.362, 	363, 

+ unknown opts @. head 
I. of Mc Hugh's Ck 

ERRIKIMBE CARRAI 34, 	35 

FOEST LAND in addition to tI(IP) 
Act area, unknown opts 
south 	west 	of 	Mt 
Spirabo Road 

JENNER whole SF 

EW ENGLAND OAKES 168, 	169,. 170, 	172, 
173 

RAI4UKKA 	): 
E?FIELD 	) 129-142 

ENFIELD 291 and 28, 300, 301 
(RowleysCk) 

BLGA 22 (BObiriCk 

€4. 

and should be re 

MANAGEMENT 	I 
AREA 	WI 
Locality name b 

CASINO WEST 
North Washpool 
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URGENT FAX: ROS KELLY. AND PHILLIP HOYSTED 
FROM: JEFF ANGEL 

RE: COMPARTMENTS IN THE SOUTH EAST THAT SHOULD.. RECEIVE 
MORATORIUM AND OTHER LICENCECONDITIONS 

DATE: 14 December 1993 ....... 

'I understand that you will be writiQg to the•Minister for. Resources. 
about licence conditions for export woodéhips in the south east of 
NSW. 	. 	...., 	 . 	. 	. .. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

Please find following a set of compartments of high conServation 
value, with reasons and suggested licence conditions. 	. . 

1. GENERAL. CONaITIONS: .. . . . 	 H 	 . 	. 

1.1 No compartment should be made available for logging without a 
'picgr&m&tc ènviranmantai iMpact statcmcnt having been oxhibitod 
under the Environmèhtal Planning. and Assessment Act 1979. 	. 

This is the current legal position but due to the :delay in production 
of the 1993. LIS there is pressure to allow logging of high 
conservation value forest without EIS.  

1.2 No compartrnet. should be made available for logging withoUt 
having first been assessed under the Endangered Fauna (Interim 
Protection) Act . . . . 

This will require exhibition ofa faüña impact statement. In some 
cases high conservation vaiue.'forest is being logged' without FIS, 
iñcIudng national estate forest. This means that the requisite 
informationfoi' an informed decision by the NPWS and public comment 
are not being tnet: . 	. . 	. 	 . 

1.3 ANCA should have direct involvement in accrediting .endangered, 
vulnerable and rare fauna and flora surveys and. prescriptions 
imposed. by the NSW NPWS and State Forests of NtW. 

2- COMPARTMENTS FOR A MORATORIUM 

2.1 Long—footed Potoroo Interim Manaaent Aó 
(1992EIS)  

376, 39.1, 401, 402, 403, 405, 406, 444 446, 450, 454, 456, 457, 458, 459, 
471, 474, 1736, 1727, 1741, 1742,, 1743, 1751; 1752, 1753 1754, 1755, 
1760.  

2.2' Sooty and Powerful Owls (deferred under FIS determia?tja) 

1483; 702; 711, 717, 563, 566 - unlogged. 

2.3 Koala 
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MEDIA ALERT 

16.12.93 

FORESTS MEDIA CONFERENCE 

A MEDIA CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD 
1.30 PM TO RELEASE DETAILS OF 
THREATENED BY LOGGING WHICH 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE EXCLUDING 
LICENCES. 

AT ROOM 252 AT 
OVER 500 AREAS 
THE FEDERAL 
FROM WOODCHIP 

MONDAY NIGHTS CABINET DECISION REQUIRED MRS 
KELLY TO PROVIDE ADIVE TO MINISTER FOR RESOURCES 
MR LEE. DETAILS WILL BE OUTLINED OF THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENTS IMMINENT EXPORT LICENCES DECISION. 

THE PRESENTATION WILL BE ON BEHALF OF THE 
WILDERNESS SOCIETY, EAST GIPPSLAND FOREST 
ALLIANCE, FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AND OTHER 
CONSERVATION GROUPS. 

FOR FURTHER WFORNATION CALL ALEC MARR 018 550 289 



II ,  
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2432, 2434, 2450, 245, 2452 - ublogged; 
 

- 925, .953, 954, .1381 .- unloged. 	 . 	. 

933, 944, 945, 950, 951 - part logged 

Z.A_ Australian (3rayling 	 . 

Headwaters of the Yowaka River as •contined in Nullica State Forest 
west of Back Creek Road. 	. . 

Z- Special PrescHptjfl Areas - I4pIbau*h and Cathcart 	-: 

The SPA'S have not as yet come. under an acceptabFe set of 
prescriptions, ,particularly .inCathcart. ANCAcould become involved 

• to protect old growth and wildlife values. 	. . 	. 

2.5.1 All remaining areas of Cathoart and Nalbaugh State Forests-
old growth values.  

gs Coolpnpubit State Forest NaSjpnal Estate Area 

• 	 All compartments outside the proposed 1990 park to protect old 
growth and wilderness values. 	. . 

17 3ondi LIftK 	• 	.. 	: 	- 	. 	. 	: 1 
All compartments in Bondi State Forest b!tween Nalbáugh and 
lungatta NationaV Pârks.and hot in the proposed 1990 park area to 
protect old growth and wildlife corridor values.  

28M 	4b 	StáteForést 	. 	. 	 . . 

Wilderness area. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

U 1 



NATURE CONSERUATION COUNCIL ! OF NSW 
THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW 
39 GEORGE ST 
THE ROCKS NSW 2000 
PHONE: (02) 247 4206/247 2228 
FAX: 	(02) 247 5945 

TO: FOREST CAMPAIGNERS / CEO's VARIOUS PEAK ENVIRONMENT GROUPS 

re: Various Forest Issues 
Dear Friend, 

I attach a letter from Dailan Pugh, along with a copy of his Proposed National 
Criteria for Conservation Reserve Selection of Forest Ecosystems. 

The context in which this document was produced, and its potential relevance to the 
implementation of the National Forest Policy Statement, is explained in Dailan's 
letter. 

I encourage you to read the documentation. If you feel able, please write to Ros 
Kelly: 

- supporting Dailan's draft reserve criteria (or submitting your own ideas on the 
topic) 

- demanding that the Policy Advisory Group (mentioned on page 20 of the NH'S) is 
set up forthwith. 

NCC has decided to propose Dailan Pugh for membership of the Policy Advisory 
Group to represent conservation interests. Perhaps you could also support this 
proposal, or suggest alternative/additional members (there will probably be two 
places for conservationists on the Group if it is ever actually set up). 

Also attached is a letter. sent to Keating this week concerning the ongoing tragic saga 
of the south east forests of NSW. The letter is enclosed for your information, but if 
you feel able to write to Keating in support of our position, it would be very h?lpful. 

Regards, 

Sift Walker 

Wed, Nov 24, 1993 
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JOINT STATEMENT 

John Anderson - Shadow Minister for Prlmaiy Industry 
Ian MoLachian - Shadow Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

Y IøiUJTT 	4 	1 I '1 '.. *''AlI U z [I) &VL'J.l 

- National Faicsfry Poricy Statement must start ImmndlaiSv 

The Prime Ministers latest forestry quick fix Issued today has mide an absolute mockery of 
the scientific process. Millions of dollars have been spent by State departments and industry 
evaluating the situation in accordance with the National Forest Policy Statement. signed two 

years ago. 

Now we have the ridiculous process of Cabinet going through the coupes . coupe by coupe, 
led by a Prime Minister who said on radio this week that he thought a coupe measured 150 
metres by 150 metres (about two hectares) - a little smaller than his new home in Sydney. 

The Prime Minister's statement said that 'priority will be given to resoMng the status of coupes 
not registered as part of the National Estate' when, in fact the majority of the duds on the 

list are in the National Estate. 

There is uncertainty over Which important environmental areas should be. protected forever and 
over the future job security for timber workers and their families. 

Job secrity has not Increased one whit. 

The Prime Minister, by brtngiiig in Senator Collins to try and €x the woodchip Industry chaos, 
has demonstrated that he has no confidence In two of his Ministers. 

He has in effect removed the Incompetent Minister for Environment. Senator Faulkner, and the 
bungling Minister for Resources, Mr Beddall. 

it is dear to everyone this Prime MInister and this fading Labor Government will do everything 
and say anything to cling to office. On this issue that practice of deceit has left Mr Keatirig 
stranded on a barbed wire fence. 

The whole process has now become ridiculous. 

What tho Government should have done from Day one two years ago is fully implement the 
National Forest Policy Statement and provide certainty for Australia's fore3t industrY and 

conservation areas. 	 - 

The viability of a major industry and the protection of Australia's high conservation value areas 
is too important to become pawns In Paul Keating's perverse game of self-serving chess. 	NJ 
CONTACTS 	

3.195 

John Anderson 06 277 4014 	 lan Mc LachIan 082317140 

Elaine Stangl 06 290 1007 AM 	Peter Miller 083887785 



The Wilderness Society, Total Environment Centre, Australian Conservation 
Foundation; National Parks Assoc., Nature Conservation Council of NSW, South East 
Forest Alliance 

Attn: Chiefs of Staff / Environment & Political Reporters 

MEDIA RELEASE - EMBARGO TILL 12.00 NOON TUESDAY APRIL 19, 1994 

COMMUMTY OUTRAGE AT FAHEY'S SEFORESTS VANDALISM 

MP's Clover Moore MP (md), Richard Jones (Dem) and Peter Macdonald (Ind), the N5W 
Greens and 6 National & State conservation groups staged a peaceful demonstration 
today in Macquarie Street against the Fahey Government's forest destruction package for 
South East NSW: The Timber Industry (Interim Protection) Amendment Bill. 

The Bill to be debated this week, permits logging over 3 years in 60,000 hectares. of native 
forests (10,000 ha in.NationalEstate) and the fast tracking of inadequate environmental 
assessments. The Bill also creates a temporary logging 'ban' on '200000 ha of foret' of 
which 120,000 ha isalready logged or cleared with another 80,000 ha unlogged. 

L Karénne Jurd, National Spokesperson for The Wilderness Society said today "Make no 
mistake - Mr Fahey's. Bill is nothing more than gratuitous vandalism. . Daishowa's 
operation iyi the SE chips 9 out of 10 logs cut and With thesego water quality values, hio 
diversity, eco-tourism. business and the future economic security of the region. The 
irony is that there is np. timber supply crisis to justif' this Uandalism - there are 270,000 
hectares of plantation resource existing in NSW right now, including 30,000 ha of 
softwodds ready to cut at Bombala (in SE NSWI." 

Sid Walker, Executive Officer of the Nature Conservation Council of NSW said "This 
Bill is an ecological and economic embarrassment. N$W doesn't need 'resoUrce 
guarantees' that scrap environmental assessment laws: In fact we. need quota reductions, 
economic restruèturing and real forest protection in the South East. Instead we have a 
dying woodchip operation, minimal sawlQg production and no future for the workers." 

Jeff Angel spokesperson for Total Environment Centre and SEFA said today "The NSW 
Forestry Commission might hay? changed its name to State Forests but it still expects the 
same special subsidies to destroy priceless forest in Coolangubra Wilderness and Yowaka 
National Estate:  The cbmmunit9 is right to be outraged." 

Anne Reeves President of the National Parks Association of NSW said today: "Mr 
Fahey's .package completely fails. to acknowledge the results of a recent Saulwick Poll 
showing that on average 57% of voters across the spectrum put environmental 
protection ahead of economic concerns. The econdmic benefit of wood,chipping the 
South East Forests is extremely dubious." 

Further information: Karenne Jurd 
	

tel. 018 449 080 or 02/267 7929 
Jeff Angel•. 	tel. 02/247 4714 
Anne Reeves 	tel. 02/264 7994 
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